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ANDIVIUS  HEDULIO 

HSDVIIO'S  FBEFAOB 

(f&xfatio  HXDrUONIs) 

BY  DO  means  absurd,  it  aeems  to  me,  bat  altogether  ntr 
soluble,  IB  the  impnlse  which  aiges  me  to  irrite  out  & 
detailed  najratiTe  of  my  years  of  advenity  ood  of  the  vicis- 
aitndes  vbich  befell  me  during  that  wretched  period  of  my 
life.  My  adTentaree,  in  tbemselTee,  were  worUiy  of  record 
and  my  memories  of  them  and  of  the  men  and  women  encoun- 
tered in  them  are  clear  and  vivid.  It  is  natural  that  I  ahoold 
wish  to  set  them  down  for  the  edification  of  my  posterily  and 
of  any  who  may  chance  to  read  them. 

For  my  experience  has  he&i,  I  believe,  nniqoe.  Since  the 
eetabliehment  of  the  Principate  in  our  Bepublic  many  jam, 
•ven  an  nnconntable  horde  (^  men,  have  incurred  Imperial 
displeoBiire.  Of  these  not  a  few,  after  banishment  from 
Italy  or  relegation  to  guarded  ifilands  or  to  some  distant 
frostier  ontpoat,  have  survived  the  Prince  who  exiled  them 
and  have,  by  the  &vor  of  his  successors,  been  permitted  to 
retnm  to  Home  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  tiieir  property.  Bat 
I  believe  that  no  Boman  nobleman  implicated,  justly  or 
imjnstly,  in  any  conspiracy  against  the  life  of  his  Sovereign^ 
ever  escaped  the  extreme  penalty  of  death.  Some,  by  their 
own  hands,  forestalled  the  arrival  of  the  Imperial  emlBearies, 
others  perished  fay  the  weapons  or  implements  of  those  desig- 
nated to  abolish  the  enemies  of  the  Prince.  Sxcept  myself 
not  one  ever  survived  t*  regain  Imperial  favor  in  a  later 
xeign;  except  myself  not  one  ever  recovered  hia  patrimony 
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and  etg'c^ed,  to  a  green  old  age,  the  incmie,  pontioii  and 
prinlegee  to  vhidi  he  had  beoi  born.  li  such  a  thing  erer 
occnned,  cratainl;  there  is  no  record  of  any  other  nobleman 
domiciled  in  Italy,  except  myself,  having  grasped  at  the 
slender  chance  of  escape  afforded  by  the  device  of  ananging 
that  he  be  snppoaed  dead,  of  disguising  himself,  of  raoish- 
ing  among  the  populace,  of  passing  himself  off  for  a  man  of 
the  people.  I  not  only  was  led,  by  my  derrer  slave,  to 
attempt  this  histrionic  fea^  but  I  succeeded  in  the  face  of 
unimaginable  difficultiea.  An  axperieoce  so  notably  iritb- 
out  a  paralld  seenu  pecoliaiiy  desening  of  mch  a  record  aa 
foUowa. 


BOOK  I 
DISA8TEB 


AX  uinEZFBorxD  guest 

WHEIT  I  look  back  on  the  begimdng  of  m;  adfentara, 
I  can  set  the  very  da;  and  hour  vhen  the  tranquil 
comae  of  117  early  life  came  to  an  ead,  wbea  the  comfortable 
commonplaces  of  my  pTevions  eiiat«nce  altered,  when  the 
placid  carrent  of  my  former  life  broke  suddenly  and  without 
waning  into  the  tomnltuons  ia|»da  vhich  harried  me  from 
mrpriBe  to  sorpriae  and  from  peril  to  peiiL  The  last  honr. 
of  my  serene  youth  was  about  the  nintii  of  the  day,  nearly 
mid^temoon,  on  the  Ifones  of  June  in  the  937th  year  of 
the  dty*  while  Coss(»ua8  MamlluB  and  Papiriua  Aelian  were 
ccHiEals,  when  Commodus  had  already  been  four  years  Em- 
peror. 

It  was  not  tiiat  misfcnrtune  tiien  snddenly  orerwhelmed  ma, 
not  tha^  sharp  as  a  blown  tnmipet,  I  heard  the  voice  of 
doom  blare  over  me ;  not  that,  ae  one  sees  the  ni^>er  rim  of 
the  sun  Tanish  b^ieath  the  waves  where  the  ekyliue  meeta 
the  sea,  and  knows  day  ended  and  night  begun,  not  thus  that 
I  recognized  the  end  of  my  proaperif?  and  the  beginning  of 
my  disasters.  That  moment  came  kter,  as  I  shall  record. 
It  was  rather  that;  as,  in  certain  states  of  the  weather,  long 
before  amiset  one  may  be  suddenly  aware  that  afternoon  is 
past  and  evening  approaches ;  bo,  though  I  had  no  intimati(m 
at  the  moment,  yet,  reviewing  my  memories  I  realize  that  at 
that  instant  began  the  chain  of  trivial  drcnmstancea  which 
led  up  to  my  calami^  and  enmeshed  me  in  rain. 

And  just  here  I  cannot  but  remark,  what  I  have  often 
meditated  over,  how  trifling,  how  apparently  insignificant 
are  the  circums^ces  which  determine  the  fdidty  or  misery 
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of  human  berngs.  I  was  poaeesEed  of  an  ample  estate;  I  ym, 
in  moBt  difficult  cooditioiiB,  in  unruffied  ami^  with  all  my 
neighbors,  on  both  sides  of  the  great  fend,  except  only  my 
hereditary  enemy;  I  tras  high  in  the  favor  of  the  Emperor; 
I  was  in  a  fair  way  to  marry  the  youngest,  the  most  lovely 
and  the  richest  widow  in  Some.  In  the  twinkling  of  an 
^e  I  was  cast  down  from  the  pinnacle  of  good  fortune  into 
an  abyss  of  adversity.  And  upon  what  did  my  catastrophe 
hinge  ?  Upon  the  whims  of  a  friend  and  npon  one  oversight 
of  my  secr^uy.  I  should  have  had  no  story  to  tell,  I  should 
have  been  a  man  continuously  hapi^,  affluent  and  at  ease, 
early  married  and  passing  from  one  high  office  to  the  next 
higher  in  an  unintermpted  jaogna  of  ancoess,  had  it  not 
entered  the  head  of  my  capricious  crony  to  pay  me  an  un- 
opected  and  unannounced  visit,  had  he  not  arrived  predaely 
at  the  time  at  which  ha  eame,  had  he  not  encountered  just 
the  persons  he  met  jnst  when  be  did  meet  them,  hod  not 
his  pranMshnees  hatdied  in  him  the  vagary  which  led  him 
to  give  quizzical  replies  to  their  questions ;  had  I  not,  carried 
away  by  my  elation  at  my  prosperity  and  £ne  prospects,  been 
a  trifle  too  indulgent  to  my  tenant^. 

Eyea  after,  as  a  result,  the  nexus  of  drcumstances  bad 
been  woven  about  me  and  after  I  found  myself  embroiled 
with  both  my  powerful  nei^bors,  I  should  have  escaped  any 
evil  consequraces  had  not  my  secretary,  than  whom  no  man 
ever  was  more  loyal  to  his  master  or  more  waiy  and  inclusive 
in  his  foresight  npon  every  conceivable  eventnali^,  failed  to 
forecast  the  possible  effects  of  a  minor  omission. 

When  my  story  begins  I  had  already  had  one  email  adven- 
ture, nothing  much  out  of  the  ordinary.  Agathemer  and  I 
were  returning  from  my  final  inspection  of  my  estate.  Aa 
we  rode  past  one  of  the  farmsteads  we  heard  cries  for  help, 
Beining  np  and  turning  into  the  barn-yard,  we  found  the 
tenant  himself  being  attacked  by  his  bnlL  I  dismounted 
and  diverted  the  animal's  attention.  After  the  beast  was 
aecurely  penned  up  I  was  riding  homewards  more  than  a 
little  tired,  rumpled  and  heated  and  very  eager  for  a  bath. 

As  we  approached  my  villa  we  saw  a  moner  coming  up 
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tiie  Toad,  a  big  KiibiaD  in  a  fantastic  limy  iriiich  when  1m 
reached  oa  tutnsd  to  be  entirely  unknown  to  me.  iij  grootna 
were  jnat  taking  oar  horsea.  The  grinniag  black,  not  a  bit 
ont  of  breath  after  faia  long  mn,  sainted  and  addreaaed  met.  . 

"Mj  master  has  sent  me  ahead  to  Miy  he  ia  coming  to 
Tiait  yon." 

"Who  is  yonr  master?"  I  asked. 

"My  mastar,"  he  said,  still  grinning  goodnataredly,  "oo- 
jnned  me  not  to  tell  yon  who  he  is." 

I  tamed  to  Agathemer. 

'^Vhat  do  you  make  of  thiaP"  I  asked. 

"There  ia  bnt  aae  man  in  Italy,"  he  replied,  "who  is 
likely  to  send  you  aoch  a  mgeaage,  and  bifi  name  is  on  Ui9 
tip  of  yotir  tfmgue." 

"And  on  the  tip  of  yours,  I'll  wager,"  eaid  L  "BoUi  to- 
gether now  I" 

I  raised  my  finger  and  coo&tod. 

"Onel    Twol    Three  I" 

Both  together  m  nttwed: 

"Opdtiua  TannoP 

There  waa  no  rariatton  in  th«  Nabian'a  non-committal 
grin.  We  woat  np  the  steps  and  stood  by  the  balustrade  ot 
the  terrace,  where  it  commanded  a  good  view  of  the  Talley. 
We  conld  aee  a  party  approaching,  a  mounted  intendant  in 
advance,  a  litter,  exba  bearera  and  ronnera  and  several  bag< 
gagemoloB. 

"Nobody  hot  Tanno  would  send  me  each  &  message,"  I 
laid  to  Agathemer. 

"No  one  else,"  he  agreed,  "but  I  ehould  be  no  more  sur> 
prised  to  see  the  Emperor  himself  In  this  part  of  the  worid." 

"One  of  hia  wild  whims,"  I  conjectured.  "Nothing  else 
would  tear  him  away  from  the  city." 

I  meditated. 

"Our  arrangementB  for  dinner/'  I  continued,  "fall  in  veiy 
well  with  his  coming.  I  anppoee  the  gaeat-rooms  are  all 
Teady,  bnt  you  had  best  go  see  to  that,  and  meanwhile  tnm 
this  fellow  over  to  Ofatnlsms." 

Agathemer  nodded.    The  pleasantest  of  his  many  good 
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qaalitiee  ma  that  irbateTW  he  migbt  be  asked  to  do  lie  <xe- 
lied  out  Titbout  conunent  or  objection.  Nothing  waa  too 
)iig  or  too  small  for  him.  If  be  ireie  aaked  to  arnuge  for 
an  interriew  vith  the  Emperor  or  to  attend  to  the  creasing 
of  a  toga  he  was  equally  painstaking  and  obliging.  He  T«ut 
off>  followed  by  the  negro.  I  waited  on  the  temce  for 
flMJOo.  There  was  no  use  attempting  to  bathe  nntil  after 
hU  airivaL  Fresentlj  a  cheerful  halloo  fitaa  the  litter 
reached  mj  eara.  It  was  Tanno  to  a  certainty.  Nobody  else 
of  my  acquaintance  had  voice  enough  to  make  himself  heard 
at  that  distance  or  was  sufficiently  lacking  in  digni^  to  emit 
a  yawp  in  that  fashion.  When  his  escort  came  near  enough 
I  could  see  that  all  his  bearers  wore  the  same  livery  as  his 
ronner.  Tanno  was  forever  changing  his  lireriea  and  each 
fresh  invention  he  managed  to  make  more  fantastic  than  the 
last  Then  were  eight  bearers  to  the  litter  and  some  twenty 
reliefs.  Travelling  long  distances  by  litter,  begun  as  a 
necessitf  to  such  invalids  as  my  tmde,  had  bectmie  a  faBhi(»i 
through  the  eitreme  coxcombery  of  wealthy  fops  and  the 
practice  of  the  young  Emperor.  Tanno's  litter  had  all  Its 
panels  slid  back,  and  the  curtains  were  not  drawn.  He  waa 
sitting  almost  erect,  proi^>ed  up  by  countless  down  cushions. 
'He  greeted  me  with  many  waves  of  the  hand  and  a  anile  as 
genial  as  his  halloo.  I  vent  down  a  little  from  the  terrace 
to  meet  him  and  walked  a  few  paces  beside  the  litter.  He 
rolled  out  and  embraced  me  cordially,  appearing  as  glad  to 
aee  me  as  I  was  delighted  to  see  him. 

"I  do  not  know,"  I  said,  "whether  I  am  more  surprised  <^ 
pleased  to  see  yoo.    To  what  do  I  owe  my  good  fortuoeP^ 

"We  simi^y  cannot  get  on  without  you,"  he  answered,  "and 
I  am  going  to  take  yoa  back  to  Bome  with  me.  How  aoaa 
can  you  start?" 

"You  came  at  the  nick  of  time,"  said  I,  "I  had  expected 
to  go  down  three  days  from  now,  but  I  foimd  out  this  after- 
noon that  I  can  get  away  tomorrow  morning." 

"Praise  be  to  Hercules  and  all  the  gods,"  said  Tanno.  "I 
love  the  country  frantically,  especially  when  I  am  in  ths 
cify.    I  love  it  so  that  three  ^ys  on  the  road  ia  eaious^ 
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conntry  for  me.  I  hxve  been  bwed  to  death  and  do  80  want 
a  bath." 

The  bath  is  all  hot  and  ready,"  said  I,  "and  the  slavet 
vaiting.  But  I  am  giving  a  dinner  this  evening  and  nearly 
all  my  neigbbore  are  coming.  The  diners  are  almost  due 
to  arrive,  I  need  a  batii  and  trant  one,  bat  I  meant  to  wait 
for  my  gueflta." 

'^ell,"  be  said,  ''yon  have  one  goest  here  already  and 
ibafs  enongh.  Let's  bathe  once,  at  once,  and  you  can  bathe 
again  when  yonr  Sabine  clodhoppers  get  here.  Life  is  too 
abort  for  a  man  to  get  enough  baths,  anyhow.  Two  a  day 
is  never  enongh  for  me.  A  pretext  for  two  in  an  afternoon 
is  always  welcome.  Come  on,  let's  bathe  qnick,  so  as  to  have 
it  over  with  before  the  first  of  the  other  guests  arrives,  then 
we  can  get  a  breath  of  freab  air  and  be  as  keen  for  the  second 
bath  as  for  the  first." 

Conversation  with  Tanno  consisted  mostly  in  listening  and 
interjecting  questions.  He  wallowed  in  the  cold  tank  like 
a  porpoise;  caught  me  and  ducked  me  until  I  y^ed  for 
men^,  and  while  I  was  trying  to  get  my  breatii,  half  drowned 
me  with  the  water  he  apladied  over  me  with  both  hands; 
talking  incessantly,  except  when  bis  head  was  under  water. 
'When  we  lay  down  on  tiie  divan  in  the  warm  room  he  rat- 
tied  on. 

"Ton  needn't  tell  me,"  he  said,  "that  your  runnerB  haven't 
taken  letters  to  Tedia,  but  she  is  supposed  not  to  hear  from 
yon,  so,  as  I  told  of  two  of  your  letters  to  me,  I  have,  in  a 
way  been  held  responsible  for  you  and  have  been  pelted  witii 
inqoiries,  Nemestronia  loves  you  like  a  grandson,  and,  if 
you  ask  me,  I  say  Vedia  is  in  love  with  you  out  and  out.  Aa 
I  had  heard  from  you  and  nobody  else  had,  I  began  to  feel 
u  if  I  ought  to  look  after  yon.  Everytiiing  was  abominably 
humdrum  and  I  deceived  myself  into  linking  I  should  enjoy 
the  smell  of  gieea  fields.  I  certainly  should  have  turned 
back  less  than  half  way  if  I  bad  been  concerned  with  any- 
body else  than  you;  and  when  we  turned  off  the  Via  Salaria 
into  your  country  byroad  I  cursed  you  and  your  nei^bors 
and  all  Sabinnm.    The  most  deserted  stretch  of  road  I  vnx 
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tnTelled  in  all  my  life.  I  saw  only  six  bmnan  beings  befora 
I  leached  your  villa  and  I  had  beard  that  this  valley  wag 
popoloDB  and  busy.  I  slept  last  night  at  Vicus  N^ovns  and 
I  started  this  morning,  bright  and  early.  When  we  turned 
Tip  the  road  beloir  Villa  Satronia  I  was  never  more  disgusted 
in  my  life.  My  men  are  perfectly  matched  in  height,  weighty 
pace  and  action  and  any  eight  of  the  lot  will  carry  me  at  full 
speed  as  smoothly  as  a  {deaaore-barge.  But  they  could  make 
nothing  of  that  road.  It  is  all  washed,  guttered,  dusty  in 
the  opcai  places,  puddly  where  trees  hang  over  it  and  full  of 
loose  stonefi  on  top  everywhere. 

"I  was  so  horribly  jolted  that  I  called  the  bearers  to  stop. 
I  made  Diomanus  get  off  his  horse  and  give  me  his  poncho 
and  his  big  felt  hat  Then  I  got  on  his  hoise  and  told  him 
to  get  into  the  litter.    He  was  embarrassed. 

"  'Pooh,'  said  I,  'you  cannot  walk  and  we  should  look  like 
fools  with  an  empty  litter.  Oet  in  and  be  jounced  I  Draw 
the  curtains ;  if  we  meet  anybody  I'll  give  you  an  impressivo 
title.'  He  ToQed  in  among  the  cushions,  looking  as  foolish 
aa  possible.  His  horse  ambled  perfectly  and  I  felt  more  com- 
fortable. I  went  on  ahead.  We  had  not  met  anybody  sinoe 
we  tamed  into  the  crossroads;  about  half  a  mile  beyond  the 
place  where  I  had  left  my  litter  I  came  around  one  of  the 
innumerable  curves  a  little  ahead  of  the  procession  and  saw 
two  men  approaching  on  foot  When  they  came  abreast  of 
me  they  saluted  me  politely  and  the  taller,  a  black-haired, 
dark-faced  fellow  with  a  broad  jaw,  inquired  (in  the  tone  he 
would  have  used  to  Dromanus)  whose  litter  I  was  escorting. 
I  was  rather  tickled  that  they  took  me  for  my  own  intendant 
I  judged  we  must  be  approaching  the  entrance  to  Villa 
Satronia  and  that  they  were  people  from  there.  I  assumed 
an  exaggerated  imitetion  of  Dromanus*  most  grandiloquent 
manner  and  in  his  orotund  unctuous  delivery  I  declaimed : 

"  'My  master  is  Numerius  VediuB  Vindex.  He  is  asleep.' 
(They  swallowed  that  awful  lie,  they  did  not  realize  how 
bad  their  own  road  was.)  'Wo  are  on  our  way  to  Villa 
Vedia.' 

*Th^  looked  sour  enough  at  that,  I  promise  you.  and  I 
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made  oat  that  they  -wen  Satronians  for  certain.  The  two 
fellovB  exchanged  a  glance,  thanked  me  politely  and  vent  oil 

**I  knew  the  entrance  tf>  the  Sationian  estete  by  ttie  six 
bi^  cheetnut-trees,  you  had  often  described  them  to  me ;  and 
I  knew  the  next  private  load  by  the  single  huge  plane  treo; 
But  Then  we  crossed  the  eecoud  bridge,  the  little  one,  I  went 
over  that  round  hill  and  did  not  recognize  the  foot  of  yoor 
road  when  we  came  to  it  I  was  for  going  on.  Dromaniu 
called  from  behind  the  cnrtains  <^  the  littw*: 

"  'This  is  Hednlio's  road :  tarn  to  the  ri^t.' 

"I  was  stabbom  and  aang  back  at  him : 

*"Eednlio  has  told  me  all  about  this  ooimtry.  Thi>  is 
not  his  land.     It  is  fnrth^  on  at  tin  next  brook.' 

*^e  went  on  over  the  next  bridge  pest  the  entrance  to 
&e  aoath,  and  I  felt  more  and  more  that  Dromanna  vaa 
ri^t  and  I  was  wrong,  and  yet  I  grew  more  and  more  stab- 
Ixffn.  When  we  passed  the  sixth  bridge  and  I  saw  the  stream 
getting  bigger  and  turning  to  the  left,  I  knew  I  was  wrong. 
At  the  crossroads  I  realized  we  were  at  the  entrance  to  Yilla 
Vedia,  but  I  would  not  give  np,  I  took  the  left-hand  torn 
and  wait  down  stream.  Beyond  the  first  bend  in  the  raad 
we  found  ourselves  approaching  a  long,  straggling,  one-strert 
village  of  tall,  narrow  stone  honsee  along  the  eastern  bank 
ct  the  little  river.  B7  the  road,  jnst  before  the  first  hoosef 
watching  five  goats,  was  a  boy,  a  boy  with  a  crooked  twitch- 
ing face. 

"  The  village  idiot,*  I  put  in.  'They  can  never  let  him 
oat  of  sight  and  he  is  always  beside  the  road.' 

"He  was  not  too  big  an  idiot  to  tell  ns  it  was  Vedianmum." 

"He  was  enough  of  an  idiot,"  I  said,  "to  fo^et  yoo,  and 
joar  qneetion  the  next  minute.    The  boy  is  almost  a  beast." 

'fHe  had  enough  sense  to  tell  ua  the  name  of  the  village," 
Tanno  retorted,  "and  I  had  to  acknowledge  to  Dromanus 
he  was  right,  and  so  we  turned  round.  When  we  were 
hardly  more  than  out  of  sight  of  Vedianmum  we  met  another 
parly,  a  respectable-looking  man,  mnch  like  a  farm  bailiff, 
an  horsebat^,  and  two  slaves  afoot  I  had  not  seen  them 
betue,  and  they,  apparmtlyi  had  not  previous^  sasn  os. 
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The  rider  asked,  very  decently,  vhoee  ms  tiie  par^.  I 
treated  them  as  I  had  the  others. 

"  Ify  master  is  asleep,'  I  said  again.  (It  iras  not  audi 
an  improbable  lie  that  time,  for  the  road  b;  Vedianmimi  is 
pnMy  good.)  1  have  the  honor  to  escort  Mamercns  Satro- 
nins  Sabintu.' 

'^  had  gaeaeed  that  they  were  Yedians  and  I  was  sure  of 
it  when  I  said  that.  The  slavefl  Bcovled  and  the  bailifl 
sainted  very  stiffly. 

"Just  after  we  tnmed  into  yoor  road,  I  stopped  the  escort 
and  told  Dromanna  to  take  his  horse.  He  had  relieved  me 
of  hia  hat  and  poncho  and  I  had  one  hand  on  the  litter, 
ready  to  climb  in,  Then  I  heard  hoofs  behind  ns  on  the  road. 
I  looked  back.  There  was  a  rider  on  a  beautiful  bay  mare 
coming  up  at  a  smartish  lope.  Just  as  he  came  abreast  of 
na  she  shied  at  the  Utter  and  reared  and  began  to  prance 
about.  I  give  yon  my  vord  I  never  had  such  a  fri^t  in  my 
life.  If  yon  can  imagine  Commodua  in  an  old  weather- 
beaten,  broad-brimmed  hat  of  aoft,  undyed  felt  and  a  mean* 
cheap,  shaggy  poncho  of  nndyed  wool>  and  woree  than  the 
hat,  that  was  tiie  man  on  the  mare.  He  was  left-handed, 
too." 

"How  did  you  know  that?"  I  asked. 

"By  the  way  he  handled  his  reins,  of  conrse,"  said  Tanna 

"The  mare  was  a  magnificent  beast,  Ticioas  as  a  fury,  with 
a  mouth  as  hard  as  an  eighty-pound  tunny.  He  sat  her  lite 
Castor  himself.  She  pirouetted  back  and  forth  across  the 
road  and  my  fellows  scampered  from  under  her  hoofs.  The 
mare  was  such  a  beaui^  I  could  not  take  my  eyes  off  her." 

"Tes,"  I  put  in,  "Ducconius  has  a  splendid  stud." 

"Was  he  Dncconius?"  Tanno  exclaimed.  "Your  adTor* 
sary  in  your  old  law-suit?" 

"His  son  Marcus,  from  your  description,"  I  amplified. 
"He  is  pTO]»ietor  of  the  inoperiT'  now.  Hia  father  died  laat 
year." 

"Well,"  Tanno  went  on.  "You  know  that  look  Commodua 
hoa,  like  a  healthy,  well-fed  country  proprietor  with  no 
edncatum,  no  ideas  and  no  thoughts  beyond  crops  and  deer- 
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-hnntiiig  and  bou-huiitiiig,  witii  a  nca/toB,  muntelligent 
stare?    Wdl,  that  iraB  jost  the  way  he  looked." 

"That  18  the  va;  jonag  Dacccnioa  looka,"  I  r^oined.  "He 
ought  to.     Yon  have  dracribed  ^actl;  vhat  he  u." 

'^oee  be  knov  he  looka  like  the  Emperor?"  Tanuo  aelnd, 
"and  bow  does  it  happen?" 

"Pore  coincidraLce,"  said  I.  "The  family  have  bem  reared 
in  these  hills  for  graieratioas,  none  of  them  ever  weat  to 
Bome.     Beate  is  tbe  ecd  of  the  vorld  for  them." 

"Well,"  Tanno  commented,  "he  might  be  Oommodiu'  twin 
brother,  by  his  looks.  He^  be  a  head  shorter,  in  a  harry, 
if  Commodns  ever  bears  of  him.  He  is  tbe  duplicate  of  him. 
I  stood  in  tbe  road,  staring  after  him,  and  forgot  to  climb 
into  the  litter.  When  I  ynke  np  and  climbed  in,  my  lads 
swung  np  yonr  road  at  a  great  pace,  and  hers  I  am.  If  I 
had  bad  any  sense  I'd  have  been  here  not  much  after  noon. 
As  it  is  I  hsTe  wasted  most  of  the  day.** 

When  we  treat  into  the  hot  room,  I  asked  him, 

"Where  did  you  get  your  now  bearere?  They  look  to  me 
like  Nemestronift's.  What  bave  you  done  with  your  Saxons  ?" 

'^emestronia  has  them,"  he  ezidained,  "and  my  Nubians 
mre  ben.  The  dear  old  lady  took  a  fancy  to  my  Saxons 
and  teased  and  wheedled  nn^  I  agreed  to  exchange.  No- 
body ever  con  refuse  anything  to  Nemestronia.  I  argued  a 
good  deal.  I  told  her  that  erea  if  she  is  tbe  youngest-lott- 
ing <dd  lady  in  Bome  it  would  never  do  in  tbe  world  to  set 
h«rself  in  contrast  to  such  blue  eyes  and  pink  skins  and 
snch  yellow  hair :  that  Nubians  were  much  more  appropriate 
and  that  nothing  could  be  more  tTjing  than  Saxons,  even 
for  a  bride.  She  told  me  I  mustn't  make  fun  of  her  old 
dge  and  decrepitude.  She  said  that  the  Saxons  had  snch 
cbeoful,  bri^t  faces  and  looked  such  infantile  giants  that 
she  really  must  have  them.  So  I  let  her  have  her  way.  The 
Nubians  stand  the  heat  better  and  tbe  Saxons  were  almost 
too  showy." 

Even  while  ihe  attendant  was  thumping  and  kneading  him 
on  the  slab,  Tanno  went  on  talking  a  obeerf  nl  monologae  of 
frothy  gOBsipi    I  aaked  him  aboot  the  EmperOT. 
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"Ab  fretful  u  possible,"  he  said.  "The  trouble  with  Gomr 
modus  is  tb&t  he  is  growing  tired  of  exhibiting  himself  u 
an  athlete  to  invited  andiences  in  the  PBlace.  He  is  per- 
fectly frantic  to  show  himself  off  in  the  Circus  or  in  the 
AmpMtiieatre.  Sg  oedllatea  between  the  determination  to 
diere^id  convention  and  to  do  as  he  likea  and  virtuons 
tesoIatioQS,  when  be  hse  been  given  a  good  talking-to  by  his 
old  cooflcillors  and  has  made  up  his  mind  to  behave  properly. 
He  will  break  out  yet  into  pnbUc  ezhibitionB  of  himself.  He 
is  really  pathetically  tmhappy  over  his  hard  lot  and  posi- 
tively  wails  abont  the  smoont  of  his  time  which  is  taken  ap 
with  State  bnsineas  and  about  the  pitifully  small  opportanity 
he  has  for  teiining  and  esercise." 

My  bath  was  broken  off,  sooner  than  I  had  intended,  by 
the  appearance  of  one  of  the  kitchen-boys,  who  asked  for 
me  so  tragically  and  so  urgently  and  was  so  posifdve  that 
□o  one  else  would  snfBce,  that  I  went  down  into  the  kitchen 
in  a  towering  rage  at  being  interrupted  and  wondering  why 
on  earth  I  could  be  needed.  I  found  Ofatulena,  wife  of  the 
Villa-farm  bailiff,  in  violent  altercation  with  my  head-cook. 
He  asserted  that  she  had  no  business  in  his  kitchen  and  must 
get  out  Her  contention  was  that  she,  as  bailiff's  wife^ 
was  above  all  slaves  whatever,  that  she  knew  her  place  and 
that  when  a  distinguished  stranger  visited  the  Villa  she 
would  show  him  what  old-fashioned  Sabine  cooking  vat 
liln,  so  she  would.  The  cook  had  had,  throng  Agatfaemcr, 
my  directions  for  a  formal  dinner  and  he  declared  that  one 
more  guest  made  no  difference  and  that  his  dinner  iras  good 
mough  for  anybody.  I  compromised  by  telling  him  to  con- 
tinue as  he  had  planned,  but  to  allow  Ofatulena  to  prepare 
one  dish  for  each  coorse  and  to  add  to  each  one  of  her  own. 
I  was  rather  pleased  at  her  intrusion,  for  there  was  no  better 
cook  in  Sabinum,  and  an]rthing  old-fashioned  was  sure  to 
be  a  noveltv  to  Tanno. 

I  found  Tanno  on  the  terrace,  basking  comfortably  in  the 
late  sunshine  and  gazing  down  the  valley. 

"Vhat  is  that  big  hill  away  off  to  the  East?"  he  asked. 
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TThat  is  on  the  Aemilun  propertj,"  I  uuwered.  "Villa 
Aetnilia  has  a  direct  outkt  to  the  Tia  Valeria  and  the 
Aemilian  Estate  does  not  belong  to  tliia  oei^borhood  at  aU. 
It  roDS  back  to  the  Toleniu  uid  mostly  dnine  and  slopes 
that  vay.  Huge  as  the  Vedian  eetatee  are,  and  thou^  the 
Satronian  estates  are  still  hnger,  yet  the  Aemilian  estates 
an  so  vast  that  they  are  larger  than  both  the  Vedian  and 
Satronian  lands  toge&er.  The  Aemilian  land  has  mucli  • 
woodland  along  its  irestem  bordnv  and  blankets  and  almost 
encloses  the  Vedian  and  Satronian  estates  and  all  of  ns  in 
between.  The  road  yoa  came  up  ia  a  sort  of  detour  east  of 
the  Salarian  vsy.  The  Satronians  and  Vedians  and  we  in 
between  all  nse  it,  taming  to  the  ri^t  towards  Beate  and 
to  the  l^t  towards  Borne." 

Tanno  blinked  at  the  soft,  ha^  riew  and  swept  bis  arm 
flonthward. 

"That  is  all  Satronian  over  there?"  he  asked. 

"All,"  I  said,  "as  far  as  the  Aemilian  domain." 

•TWiidi  way,"  he  queried,  "is  Villa  Vedia?" 

'^o  see  it  from  here,"  I  said,  '^oa  would  have  to  lo(dc 
strai^t  throngh  this  house  and  half  a  dosen  hills.  It  it 
almost  due  north." 

'Medians  to  the  northward,"  he  continned,  "Satronians  to 
OiB  southward,  and  jost  you  and  Docconius  sandwiched  in 
between,  dapper-clawing  each  other." 

"No,  qoite  otherwise  I'*  I  retorted.  "Ify  property  does 
not  touch  Vedian  or  Satronian  land  an3rwher^  and  I>uo- 
oonins  has  barely  half  a  mile  of  boundary  line  along  the 
Satronian  domain.  There  are  six  other  estates,  the  largest 
half  as  big  as  mine,  the  smallest  not  much  bigg«>  than  the 
largest  of  my  tenant-farms;  three  are  on  one  side  of  me 
and  three  on  the  other.  Ton  wiU  meet  the  proprietoia  at 
dinner,  as  I  told  yoiL    They  should  be  here  now." 

"Goggling  country  bumpMns?"  he  conjectured. 

"Not  a  bit  like  tbat,"  I  countered,  "though  you  would 
acaicely  call  them  cultured.  There  is  no  art  ccsmoiBseur 
among  them.    They  care  little  for  books,  but  they  are  edo- 
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cated  geDtiemsn  and  can  talk  ot  other  sabjects  beeicIsB  Tine- 
growing  and  cattle  l»«eding.  They  hare  all  been  to  Boni«^ 
the  Ihicconians  are  the  only  rtay'-at-home,  Btlck-in-the-mnd 
family  in  this  vall^.  You  will  find  bU  yoar  fellow-diners 
Iroeoly  interested  in  anything  yon  can  tell  them  about  the 
latest  fashioiu  and  the  latest  gouip  from  Bome.  Th^  think 
and  talk  of  the  doings  of  Bcone's  fast  eet  mach  more  than 
yon  do." 

"They  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  fendP"  he  qneried. 

"Three  of  them/*  I  explained,  "are  on  the  Yedian  sid^ 
three  on  the  Satronian  aide,  though  they  are  always  polite 
to  each  other.  Bnt  it  is  a  frigid  politeness  and  I  was 
anticipating  the  dinner  tonight  as  a  f rightfnl  triaL  I  fancy 
your  presence  wiU  ensure  its  passing  off  comfortably.  Ente- 
dioB  Himio  will  be  here,  too.  His  estates  axe  beyond  Yediam- 
nmn  and  he  has  never  taken  sides  in  the  fend  any  more  than 
Ducconios  or  my  family," 

"Do  yon  ever  see  Dncoonina?"  he  aeked. 

"Oh,  never,"  said  I,  'Ve  take  care  never  to  recognize  each 
otfaior,  I  aasnre  you.  We  cannot  h^lp  meeting  occasionally, 
but  I  never  see  him  and  he  never  sees  me.  We  meet  mostly 
wi  the  road.  The  lower  pert  of  this  volley-road  where  he 
overtook  you  is  as  much  his  right-of-way  as  mine,  up  to 
where  Hie  road  forks  and  is  crossed  by  the  Bran  Brook.  You 
can  see  the  bridge  from  here." 

Tanno  shaded  his  eyes  with  his  hand. 

"That  is  all  his  land  over  tiiere,  on  the  other  side  of  th» 
Bran.  Brook,"  I  continued.  "Further  up  the  valley  the 
brook  haa  three  feeders.  The  Flour  rises  back  of  my  land 
on  the  Vedian  estate.  The  Chaff  brook  is  all  mine  and  the 
Bran  rises  in  his  woodlands." 

"Will  he  appeal  tiie  case  or  reopen  it  now  your  uncle  is 
dead?"  Tanno  queried. 

"There  is  no  possibility  of  appeal,"  I  said,  "or  of  reopen- 
ing. The  case  is  closed  and  I  have  won  it  forever.  And 
all  thanks  to  Agathemer.  But  for  Agathemer,  Ducconius 
would  have  won  the  final  hearing  as  he  had  won  all  the 
intermediate  appeals.    His  defeat  after  so  many  victories 
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liu  embittered  him  mora  than  if  we  had  von  enrj  tima 
and  he  hates  me  worae  than  ever. 

"The  only  nnpleasant  feature  for  me  is  that  the  tenant 
of  the  &rm  so  long  in  dispute  cannot  be  ousted.  He  wss 
heart  and  sonl  vith  Docconius  all  through  the  period  of 
the  suit.  His  daughter  is  married  to  one  of  Duoconios* 
taunts  and  his  younger  son  has  taken  one  of  Dnccoaioa^ 
&nns  since  three  of  his  tenant-families  died  off  year  before 
last  with  the  plague.  This  makes  old  Cbiyseros  Fhilargynu 
by  no  means  a  pleasant  tenant  for  me." 

"Old  LoTe-Gold  Loye-Silrer,"  Tanno  ccnnmented,  "is  that 
a  nickname  or  is  it  really  his  name?" 

"Beally  his  name,"  I  affirmed.  "His  mother  was  so  ez- 
travagant  and  wasteful  that  his  father  named  him  Chryaeroa 
FhilargyruB  as  a  sort  of  antidote  incantation,  in  the  hope 
that  it  might  prove  a  good  omen  of  his  disposition  and  pr^ 
dispose  hun  to  parsimony.  He  certainly  has  turned  oat 
mfficiently  close-fisted  to  justify  the  choice." 

"I  don't  understand  yoor  talk  about  tenantry,"  said  Tanno. 
"Do  you  mean  you  cannot  change  a  bailiff  on  a  farm  which 
joQ  hare  won  incontestably  on  final  appeal  in  a  suit  at  law?" 

"He  is  no  bailiff,"  I  answered  him.  "He  is  a  free  man 
just  as  much  as  you  or  I.  Sabinum  is  not  like  Idtium  or 
Etruria  or  Campania,  where  the  free  tenantry  has  vanished, 
or  like  Bruttium  or  Spain,  where  there  never  was  any  free 
tenantry.  The  free  tonantry  have  sorvived  in  Sabinum 
more  completely  than  in  any  part  of  the  world.  I  have  only 
one  bailiff  here  and  be  manages  only  the  villa-farm  vritii  a 
Tery  moderate  gang  of  slaves  under  hinu  I  do  not  own 
any  more  slaves  on  my  'Ostete.  The  slaves  on  the  farms  are 
all  owned  bj  my  tenante  and  there  are  eighl^  farms  besides 
the  viUa-fann;  counting  Chryeeros,  there  are  nine  tenant 
fanners.  Each  owns  slaves  oiongh  to  work  his  farms.  AH 
the  estates  sbon^  here  are  managed  in  that  vray:  Aemilian, 
Tedian,  Satronian,  Entedian  and  all  the  rest,  big  or  little. 
We  are  rather  proud  of  the  system  and  very  ptmA  of  our 


"It  most  be  a  fins  qretem,"  Tanno  sneered.    "I  hare  been 
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wondering  trhat  kept  7011  avE7  from  Borne,  I  Boppoee  it  hat 
been  the  beautifully  Bmooth  and  maireUously  easf  m^dng 
of  TOUT  &rm-teiuut  eystem." 

*^t  vorks  just  as  well  as  one  slare-gang  under  one  bailiif, 
if  not  better,"  I  retorted,  hotly. 

"Oh,  yes,"  Tanno  drawled,  "it  voiks  just  as  well  as  one 
alare-gang  osder  one  ballifF.  That  is  why  you  hare  not 
had  to  inspect  your  estates  in  Brnttium,  why  you  hare  not 
Tisited  Bmttium  at  all,  why  you  hare  not  so  much  as  tbou^it 
of  visiting  Bruttium,  whereas  you  have  bad  to  spend  more 
than  two  months  here  in  these  fascinating  wilds.  Yoa  can 
trust  your  tenantry  so  completely  that  you  only  hare  to  spend 
two  months  making  sure  th^  are  not  idling  or  cheating  you: 
you  can  tmst  your  Bruttian  bailifl  so  poorly  that  you  let 
him  alone  absolutely." 

I  was  more  than  a  little  nettled  by  his  ironical  mood. 

'^  q>ent  three  months  of  the  year  out  of  the  past  four 
years  in  Bruttium,"  I  argued.  "I  know  every  inch  of  the 
ranches  perfectly.  My  undo  never  allowed  me  to  become 
acquainted  with  anything  up  here.  I  was  his  representatiTe 
and  factor  in  Bruttium.  When  I  visited  him  here  I  was 
ao  more  than  a  guest  and  I  have  had  to  learn  all  the  work- 
ings of  the  estate  frooL  the  beginning." 

"Nonsense !"  Tsnno  rejoined.  "Tou  know  each  when  yon 
see  it.  If  the  tenants  pay  their  rent  on  time,  what  do  yoa 
need  to  know  about  how  ttiej  mn  their  farms  ?" 

"They  pay  cash  and  on  time,"  I  explained,  "but  the 
cash  represents  half  the  yield  and  each  manages  the  sale 
of  his  own  produce.  It  is  necessary  for  the  proprietor  to 
understand  the  capacities  of  eadi  farm." 

"And  yon  are  proud  of  a  tenantry,"  he  sneered,  "so  honest 
QiAt  you  cannot  trust  them  not  to  swindle  you  out  of  your 
jnet  dues  and  on  whom  you  have  to  epj  all  the  time  to  get 
what  you  should  get  from  them," 

"Yon  do  not  understand,"  I  declared. 

"Bight  yon  are,"  said  Tanno.  "I  do  not  and  I  do  not 
want  to." 

"Just  wait  a  moment  and  do  not  interrupt,"  I  urged. 
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*Toa  do  Dot  Tmderstand,  there  is  no  nw  in  heang  a  pro- 
jnietor  if  yon  do  not  know  more  tiiaa  your  tenuitiy.  There 
•re  a  thoTisaQd,  there  are  teD  thonsaiid  details  Id  which 
the  management  of  the  fanns  may  be  made  more  profitable 
or  less  profitable,  and  all  theee  details  have  to  be  watched 
and  mnst  be  weU  in  the  proprietoi'B  mind." 

"Conld  70a  not  get  some  k^d  of  overaeeing  general  estate 
bailiS  to  do  all  that  for  yon?"  he  snggested. 

'^  can,"  I  said,  "and  I'm  going  to  get  one.  My  nncle's 
OTetseer  died  of  Uie  plague  and  my  unde  was  too  old  and 
too  set  in  his  ways  to  get  another,  so  he  acted  as  his  own 
overseer  for  the  last  foor  years  of  his  life.  I  most  know  of 
my  own  knoidedge  just  how  the  place  onght  to  be  managed 
or  I  can  never  detect  and  forestall  nnnecessary  and  minoas 
friction  and  trouble  between  my  tenantry  and  any  new  super- 
intending overeeer.'* 

"I  do  not  know,"  Tanno  mminsted,  'Vhich  to  admire 
more,  the  beauties  of  the  Sabine  teiant  system  or  the  won- 
ders of  the  Sabine  character.  Any  other  man  I  know  would 
have  stayed  in  Borne  and  attended  strictly  to  his  coortship 
and  lei  his  estates  take  care  of  themselTeB.  You  are  sapposed 
to  be  violently  in  love  and  you  certainly  behave  like  it:  yet 
yon  leave  Rome  and  Yedia  and  shut  yonrsdf  up  among 
these  damp  cold  hills  and  inspect  and  r^nspect  and  make 
a  final  inspection,  and  delay  for  one  last  peep  and  linger 
for  one  final  glance,  where  any  other  man  would  ignore 
the  property  and  be  with  the  widow." 

'n:  do  not  see  anything  extraordinary  about  it,"  I  dis- 
claimed.   "A  man  needs  an  income,  a  lover  most  of  all." 

''Income  1"  he  sntnted.  ''Isn't  your  income  from  yonr 
Bmttian  estates  ten  timea  l^e  gross  retsm  from  the  prop- 
erty?" 

"More  than  ten  timee,"  I  admitted. 

"Why  worry  abont  it  at  all  then?"  he  demanded.  "laat 
joai  Bmttian  income  enough?" 

"No  income  is  enon^,**  I  declared,  "if  a  man  has  a 
diance  to  get  in  more." 

"Of  coarse,"  he  beamed,  "yon  do  not  see  anything  ex- 
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traordinsr;  in  toot  pcttii^  this  propertj'.  A  Sabine  muH 
nee  np  a  year  to  get  in  a  sesterce  from  a  fn^  pond.  Yoa 
are  a  Sabine.  All  Sabines  worship  the  Almi^ty  Sest^ce. 
Bat  to  anybody  not  a  Sabine  it  is  amazing  to  see  a  lover 
postponing  prayers  to  Lord  Cnpid  nntil  he  has  finished  the 
last  detail  of  Ida  cerenumial  duties  to  Chief  Gash,  Qreatest 
and  Best" 


CHAPTEB  H 

A  OODH^T  DDimB 

JUST  then'Tanno  can^t  sight  of  a  borseman  approach' 
ing  np  the  valley.    I  looked  where  he  pointed.  . 

"That  will  be  Entedins  Hirnio,"  I  said.  "Of  my  dinner 
gnests  he  lives  fnrthest  away  and  so  he  always  comes  in  | 

first  to  any  feetivily." 

'OEtow  far  b^ond  Vediamnom  does  he  UveP"  Tanno  en* 
quired.  I 

"On  the  other  side  of  the  Tedian  lands,"  I  explained.  | 

'^ifl  property  ia  over  the  divide  towards  flie  Tolenns,  in 
between  Villa  Ve^a  and  "Villa  Aemilia."  ! 

Entedins  it  was,  as  I  made  sure,  when  he  drew  nearer, 
by  his  magnificeit  black  mare.  He  covered  the  last  bondred 
paces   at  a  fniions  gallop,   palled  np  his   snorting  mare  j 

abruptly,  and  dismounted  jauntily.     Plainly,  at  first  sight,  \ 

he  and  Tanno  liked  each  other.     When  I  had  introduced  '. 

them  they  looked  each  other  up  and  down  appraisingjy, 
Entedius  appearing  to  relish  Tanno's  swarthy  vigor,  warm 
coloring  and  exuberant  health  as  much  as  did  Tanno  his 
hard-muscled  leanness  and  weather-beaten  complexion. 

"Are  you  any  relation  to  Entedia  Jncunda?"  Tanno 
queried. 

"Very  distant,"  Himio  replied,  "very  distant  indeed :  too 
far  for  us  to  call  each  other  'cousin.*  When  I  am  in  Rome 
I  always  call  on  her;  once  in  a  while  she  invites  me  to  <nie  I 

of  her  very  big  dinners ;  oiherwise  we  never  see  each  other." 
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Almost  b^ore  th^  had  exchanged  greetiiigB  HaUiiu  Yalao 
Toanded  the  honse  from  the  east  and  then  Nepooiiu  Pom- 
plio  from  the  west;  aftra*  he  had  been  preeented,  the  two 
other  Satronians,  Bultius  SecUtor  and  iTiiTentiiu  Huso,  can* 
iwed  np,  followed  closely  by  Fuering  Bneco  and  Lisias 
Naepor,  both  adherents  of  the  Yedian  side  of  the  fend. 

As  BOon  as  the  etable-bojB  had  led  off  their  hones  irs 
started  bathwards,  delayed  a  moment  by  the  arrival  of  » 
■lave  of  EntedioB,  on  a  mnle,  leading  another  heavily  laden 
with  two  pocks.  We  made  a  qnick  bath,  with  no  laitering, 
and  at  once  went  in  to  dinner.  My  nncle  had  been  to  the 
last  degree  conaerratiTe  and  old-&8hioned.  He  would  hare 
nothing  to  do  with  any  new  inTenti<m8,  save  bis  own.  So 
he  wonld  not  hear  of  any  alterations  in  the  fnTnishings  of 
his  villa,  except  those  snggested  by  his  ideas  of  sanitation. 
Otherwise  it  had  been  kept  just  as  my  grandfather  bad  left 
it  to  him.  In  particular  nncle  conld  not  be  brought  to  like 
the  newly  popular  C-shaped  dining  sofas,  which  all  Bome 
and  all  fe^onables  all  over  Italy  and  the  provinces  had 
so  acclaimed  and  so  promptly  adopted  along  with  circolar* 
topped  dining-tables.  My  tndinium  still  held  grandfather's 
square-topped  table  and  the  three  square  sofas  abont  it 
Unde^B  wUl,  in  fac^  bad  stipulated  that  no  fnmisbings  of 
the  villa  must  be  altered  within  five  years  of  the  date  of  his 
death.  As  I  bad  to  adjust  my  formal  dinners  to  the  old 
style,  I  was  not  only  delighted  to  have  Tanno  with  ns  for 
himself  and  for  his  jollity,  but  also  because  he  just  made 
ap  the  nine  diners  demanded  by  ancient  convention. 

Agatbemer  had  aeked  me,  as  a  special  favor,  to  leave  the 
decoration  of  the  trtctimum  entirely  to  him,  and  I  had  agreed, 
^en  be  fairly  begged  me,  not  to  enter  the  tridinium  or  evoi 
pass  its  door,  after  my  noonday  siesta.  When  I  did  enter 
it  with  my  guests  I  was  dazzled.  The  sun  had  jost  set  and 
the  northwestern  sky  was  all  a  blaze  of  golden  brif^tness, 
streaked  with  long  jmik  and  rosy  streamers  of  cloi^,  ttosa. 
which  the  evening  lij^t,  neither  glaring  nor  dim,  flooded 
ihroD^  the  big  northwestern  windows.  The  spadona  moat 
was  s  bower  ^  bloonL    Oreat  armfnla  of  flowers  hid  the 
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capitals  of  On  pilasters,  otli«rB  tbeir  bases;  gnriaads— beavj, 

eren  coipolent  garlands — were  looped  from  plaster  to  joIm- 
ter ;  every  vase  was  filled  with  flowers,  the  little  vases  on  the 
brackets,  the  big  ones  alternating  with  the  stataes  in  the 
niches,  the  huge  fioor-vasee  in  the  comers:  the  table,  the 
sofas,  the  floor,  all  were  strewn  with  smaller  blossoma,  tinj 
flowers  or  fresh  petals  of  roses.  The  garlands  for  our  heads, 
which  were  offered  us  heaped  on  a  tra;,  were  to  the  last 
degree  ezqoisite^  I  adjusted  mine  as  if  in  a  dream.  I  wu 
dazed.  I  knew  that  the  flowers  could  not  hare  been  supplied 
by  onr  gardens ;  I  could  not  conjecture  whence  they  came. 

Agatbemer,  bowing  and  grinning,  stood  in  the  inner  door* 
way.     Hy  eyes  questioned  his. 

"I  have  a  note  here,"  he  said,  *Sdudi  I  was  enjoined  not 
to  hand  you  until  you  had  lain  down  to  dinner." 

The  two  second  assistant  waiter  boys  took  our  shoes  and 
ve  disposed  ourselves  on  the  sofas,  Tanno  in  the  place  of 
honor,  I  rejoicing  again  that  his  presence  has  solved,  accept- 
ably to  all  the  rest,  the  otiierwise  insoluble  problem  of  to 
whom  I  should  accord  that  location. 

Agatbemer  handed  me  the  note.  At  sight  of  it  I  lecog- 
nized  the  handwriting  of  Vedius  Caspo.  Of  course,  like 
my  uncle  before  me,  I  always  invited  to  any  of  my  formal 
antertainmenta  all  my  nei^bois  except  Dncconius  Furfur, 
our  enemy,  and  the  only  neighbor  vritii  whom  we  were  not 
on  good  terms.  Equally,  of  course,  Vedius  Caqra  at  Villa 
Vedia  and  Satrouius  Dronto  at  Villa  Satronia,  r^ularlj 
found  Bome  transparent  pretext  for  declining  my  invitation, 
each  fearing  l^t,  if  he  accepted,  the  other  mig^t  by  some 
prank  of  the  gods  of  chance  accept  also,  and  thej  mi^t 
oiooiinter  each  other. 

The  thread  was  too  strong  for  me  to  break.  I  tore  it  out 
of  the  seal,  and,  asking  my  guests'  indulgence,  I  opened  th« 
note.    It  read: 

"Vedius  Caspo  to  his  good  friend  Andivius  Hedulio.  U 
yoQ  are  well  I  am  well  also.  I  was  writing  at  Villa  Vedia 
1U1  the  day  before  the  Nonea  of  June.  I  had  written  yon 
•ome  days  before  and  explained  my  inability  to  avail  myself 
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ti  yoor  kind  inTitation  to  dinoer  on  the  Nones.  I  pnipoaed 
■ending  7011,  irith  Uiis,  what  flowers  my  gardens  afford  to- 
vardB  decorating  yoar  triclinium  for  your  fesst.  I  b^  that 
70U  accept  these  aa  a  token  of  my  good  mlL  When  yon 
reach  Rome  I  beg  that,  at  your  leieure  and  convenience,  yott 
transmit  my  best  wishes  to  my  kinftw<»nan,  Vedia  Venusta. 
"Farewell.** 

llis  note  staggered  me  more  than  the  sight  of  the  Sowers. 
It  was  amazing  that  Vedins  should  have  taken  the  txoaU* 
to  be  BO  gracioua  to  me;  that  he  shonld  go  ont  of  his  way 
fo  write  me  the  vagiie  and  veiled,  hot  oneqniTocal  intimation 
of  his  approval  of  my  soit  for  Vedia  implied  in  the  last 
•entences  of  his  letter  was  astonnding.  Yedia  had  a  very 
hrge  property  inherited  from  her  father,  from  two  aonts 
and  from  others  of  the  Vedian  dan.  The  whole  clan  waa 
certain  to  be  very  jealous  of  her  choice  of  a  second  husband* 
I  had  anticipated  thdr  united  opposition  to  my  suit.  To  be 
aamred  of  his  approbation  by  the  beloved  brother  of  tba 
head  of  the  dan  made  me  certain  that  I  should  meet  witib 
no  opposition  at  all. 

My  delight  muat  have  irradiated  my  face.  Tanno,  the 
incsistible,  at  once  urged  me  to  read  the  note  aloud,  saying: 

"Don't  be  a  hog.  Don't  keep  all  those  good  things  to  yoor- 
•df.  Let  us  have  a  share  of  the  tid-bits.  Bead  it  ont  to 
■Uof  us." 

I  yields. 

Of  conras  the  three  Satronians  looked  sour.  But  Tonno 
r  how  to  amooiJi  out  any  embarrassing  situation.  He 
1  at  me  and  fairly  bubbled  with  glee. 

'^  bet  on  you,"  he  said.  "The  widow  will  be  yonn  at 
tiiis  rote.  But  don't  show  her  that  note  till  you  two  art 
married.'* 

Before  anybody  else  could  speak  he  went  on : 

*T.'m  fomished.  So  are  we  alL  Floweis  are  fine  to  Jaok 
at  and  to  smell,  bat  give  me  food.    Let's  get  at  our  dinner.*' 

We  did.  We  fell  npon  the  relishes,  dispoBing  of  them  with 
lurdly  the  interchange  of  a  word. 

When  the  boys  cleared  the  table  I  observed  with  BaiH 
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pride  that  Tonno  eyed  with  an  expnssioD  of  approval  the 
table  cloth  and  the  big  silver  tray  which  th^  aet  on  it^  laden 
with  the  second  course. 

"Ton  are,"  he  said,  "pretty  well  equipped  for  hooBe-keep- 
ing  in  these  remote  wilds,  Cains.  Your  table-cloth  ia  far 
ahore  the  average  for  town  tables  and  your  tr^  is  magnifi- 
cent'* 

That  started  a  roimd  of  talk  on  city  asagee,  town  etiquette 
and  court  gossip.  Tanno,  v^y  uatarally,  did  mach  of  the 
talking,  the  rest  mostly  questioning  and  listening.  He  spoke 
at  length  of  the  Emperor,  bat  of  course  more  goardedly 
than  while  talking  to  me  alone. 

When  the  tray  with  the  first  comae  was  removed  and  while 
that  with  the  second  coarse  was  being  bron^t  in  the  talk 
ebbed.  Tanno  gave  it  a  tarn,  which  at  first  seemed  likely  to 
prove  onfortnnate,  by  saying: 

"Now  I've  told  yon  the  latest  news  from  Bome  and  tiie 
cnirent  gossip  and  the  popular  fads.  Turn  about  is  fair 
I^y.  It  is  time  for  some  of  yon  to  tell  me  what  just  now 
most  interests  this  country-side.  My  idea  of  country  life  ii 
that  it  is  about  as  exciting  as  the  winter  sleep  of  a  dormouse 
or  of  a  hibernating  bear;  but  for  all  I  know,  it  may  be  aa 
lively  in  its  way  as  life  in  town;  you  may  be  agog  over  some 
occurrence  as  important  to  you  as  a  change  of  Palace  Prefects 
would  be  at  Bome.  Speak  out  somebody,  if  there  is  any- 
thing worth  telling." 

"Whether  it  be  worth  telling  I  do  not  know,"  spoke  up 
BuItiuB  Seclator,  %ut  the  oountry-side  hereabouts  is  agog 
just  now  over  a  recent  case  of  abduction." 

(I  shuddered:  here  was  the  feud  to  the  fore  in  spite  of 
everything.  And  I  shuddered  yet  more  as  I  saw  set  and 
harden  the  features  of  Vulso,  Busco  and  Naepor.) 

"To  make  clear  to  you,"  he  went  on,  "111  have  to  explain 
the  circumstances.  Tou  undoubtedly  know  both  Satronioa 
Dromo  of  this  rall^  and  his  father,  Satronius  Satro,  at 
Bome.  Satro's  &ther,  old  Batronius  Satronianus,  among  the 
horde  of  slaves  set  free  by  his  will,  liberated  a  number  of 
artaaaoa  of  Tarions  kinds,  who,  scattered  about  among  tho 
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neighboring  towns  and  TilIag«B,  had  IiTed  lilce  free  men,  ia 
dwellings  belonging  to  him  or  in  noted  abodes,  plying  their 
trades  snd  returning  to  their  master  a  better  income  than 
he  could  have  derived  from  their  activities  in  any  other  way, 
nnce  one  of  his  assistant  overseers  saw  to  it  that  they  paid 
in,  unfailingly  and  promptly,  the  atipnlated  percentage  at 
their  gains.  Among  these  was  a  cobbler  named  Turpio,  at 
Trebnla.  He  was  so  expert,  so  deft,  so  quick  and  so  ingratt' 
sting  to  ciurtomo^  that  the  overseer  insisted  on  hia  paying 
a  percentage  of  his  earnings  larger  than  that  paid  by  any 
other  similar  dave.  Now  cobbling,  at  the  beet  of  it,  is  not 
an  occupation  at  which  one  would  fancy  that  anyone  would 
become  wealthy.  Yet  Turpio  grew  to  be  very  well  off.  Ha 
early  amassed  savings  enough  to  pay  for  his  own  freedom, 
but  his  master  would  not  agree  to  that,  bo  Turpio  bought 
the  house  in  which  he  lived  and  his  workshop.  In  the  course 
of  time  he  accninnJated  possessions  of  no  mean  value  and 
owned  several  slaves,  whom  he  employed  as  assistant  cobblers. 
By  his  master'a  will  all  that  he  had  amassed  became  hia 
]Hoper^,  of  course,  when  he  was  freed.  He  was,  as  he  i^ 
vety  popular  in  Trebula  and  among  all  the  conntry-foUc 
round  about  who  visit  Trebula.  He  is  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him  and  fay  all  Satronians  of  every  degree. 

"TJow  Turpio,  some  years  ago,  partly  on  account  of  his 
kind-heartednees,  partly  since  he  could  never  resist  a  bargain 
and  he  got  her  for  almost  nothing,  partly,  perhaps  because 
of  his  canny  foresight,  bought  a  wristched,  pony,  sickly,  little 
rant  of  a  four-year-old  slave-girl,  a  mere  rack  of  bones 
covered  witii  yellow  skin.  She  continned  sickly  for  some 
years,  then,  when  she  was  more  than  half  grown,  the  treA. 
air  of  Trebula,  its  good  water,  the  kindness  with  which  she 
was  treated,  the  generous  fare  accorded  her,  all  working  to- 
gether, suddenly  began  to  show  results.  She  plnmped  out, 
grew  tall,  vigorous,  active,  graceful  and  charming.  She 
also  acquired  notable  skill  at  weaving.  His  intimates  con- 
gratulated Turpio  on  his  luck  or  prescience  and  foretold  for 
him  notable  profits  from  her  sale.  Turpio  averred  that  he 
and  his  spoaae  were  so  fond  of  the  girl  that  he  was  unwiU- 
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ing  to  part  with  her  except  to  t,  master  or  miBtreas  whom  ahe 
took  to  and  who  seemed  likely  to  be  kind  to  her.  He  refoaed 
MTeral  handsome  offers  for  her.  She  hecame  notable  in 
Trebola  as  ita  most  beaatifal  inhabitant  and  all  who  knew 
her  wished  her  well. 

"Not  long  ago,  Vedios  Molo  of  Concordia,  not  a  bad 
specimen  of  a  noble  lad,  I  will  ny,  came  to  Villa  Vedia.  He 
roamed  about  the  conntry  as  a  young  nobleman  wilL  ^ 
■ome  chance  he  caught  sight  of  Xantba,  for  that  is  h»  nsme, 
and,  of  conrae,  like  many  another,  fell  in  lore  witii  her. 
He  promptly  offered  to  buy  her.  But  y^ntlr  did  not  like 
him  at  all  and  Turpio,  as  idways,  consulted  her  before  decid- 
ing to  sell  her.  Opposition  inflamed  Molo  and  he  bid  Tuti»o 
up  till  his  businees  instincts  all  but  overcame  his  doting 
affection  for  ^fltitKA  But  Xantha  liked  Molo  less  and  less 
tiie  more  she  saw  of  him.  She  begged  Turpio  not  to  sell 
her  to  Molo.  He  was  obdurate,  althouf^  Molo  bid  on  up 
till  be  was  offering  a  really  fabulous  price,  though  one  well 
within  his  means.  He  could  not  credit  that  Turpio  would 
not  yield.  When  he  was  conviseed  that  he  conld  not  wheedle 
him  be  lost  his  temper.  Tnrpto  told  him  that  the  n^Dtia- 
tkms  were  at  an  end  and  warned  him  not  to  return.  Holo 
went  off  in  a  rag& 

"Two  nij^ts  later  Tnrpio^s  house  was  broken  into  by  a 
considerable  body  of  men,  armed,  certainly  with  clabe  at 
•taffs.  Turpio  and  his  household  d^ended  themselves  Tig- 
Cffonsly  and  were  all  severely  midiasdled  in  the  afFray,  Toipio 
most  severely  of  alL  Th^  were  overcome  even  overwhelmed, 
and,  before  their  neighbors  could  come  to  their  assistance 
or  the  townsmen  in  general  rally  to  help,  Xantha  was  car- 
tied  off  by  the  intruders,  who,  beating  the  night  watchman 
ins^isible,  escaped  throoj^  the  postem  of  the  north  gate. 

"This  highhanded  outrage  has  greatly  incensed  all  Tre- 
bola and  the  entire  neighborhood.  The  ni^t  was  very  daik, 
neither  Turpio  nor  any  of  his  household  nor  yet  the  watdl- 
man  at  the  postem  claims  to  have  recognized  any  of  the 
abdoctors.  Yet  all  impute  the  outrage  to  Vediua  Utdo^ 
Eieiy  magistrate  is  alort  to  jmnish  tite  delinqomts  and  to 
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ntom  Xanthft  to  hex  matter.  Tat  she  haa  totall;  vanialied. 
After  they  passed  the  postem  her  abductors  left  ao  trace. 
Whether  they  had  or  bad  not  with  them  a  two-wheeled  or 
a  four-wheeled  carriage  or  a  litter  or  a  sedan-chair  cannot 
be  determined;  nor  whether  they  were  on  foot  or  on  horee- 
badi  The  weather  waa  dry  and  windy  and  the  rocky  roada 
ont  of  Tiebnla  showed  no  tracks  of  any  kind.  The  coontiT 
baa  been  sconred  in  every  direction  and  all  persons  qaea< 
tioBod,  Dot  only  at  iiie  change-stationB  on  the  main  roads, 
and  at  crossroads,  bnt  at  all  Tillages.  Xot  a  clue  has  been 
found ;  though  all  Turpio's  friends  more  than  suspect  Vedius 
Molo,  there  is  not  an  iota  of  evidence  on  which  anyone  could 
base  a  demand  for  a  warrant  to  search  Villa  Yedia  or  ai^ 
other  epecified  villa,  farmstead  or  other  piece  of  proper^. 
Xantha  has  vanished.  There  are  rumors  that  she  is  at  Villa 
Yedia,  bat  ihej  seem  as  baseless  as  the  romor  of  a  parly 
of  horsemen  conveying  a  dosed  litter,  which  rumor  has 
radiated  from  uncountable  localities  all  about  here,  not  one 
of  which  localities  could,  when  their  inhabitants  were  qnea- 
tiooed,  substantiate  the  rumor  in  any  way.  Equally  bose- 
less  appear  the  numerous  rumors  that  this  or  that  individual 
has  it  on  unimpeachable  authority  that  Xantha's  abdoctors 
are  camped  somewhere  in  this  or  that  woodland  and  are 
preparing  to  smuggle  Xantha  into  Villa  Vedia  by  that  ront« 
which  they  deem  least  probable  for  such  a  venture  and  there- 
fore least  watched.  With  all  this  the  country-side  is  agog, 
I  can  assure  you." 

"Fairly  exciting,  I  admit,"  Tanno  remarked  when  Bultius 
paused.  "Sounds  lil»  the  tales  of  goings-on  in  Latium  in 
the  days  when  the  Aequi,  Yotsci  and  Hemici  raided  up  to 
the  gates  of  Bome  four  sunmiers  ont  of  five.  I  had  not 
thou^t  Sabinum  so  primitive." 

Before  I  could  speak,  Fisevius  Busca  cut  in. 

"Bultios,"  he  said,  "Vulso  and  Naepor  and  I  have  listened 
without  any  interruptions  to  your  vcvsion  of  tbe  occurrences 
yon  have  narrated,  and  I  must  say  you  have  told  them  as 
fairly  as,  could  be  expected  from  any  one  with  your  leanings. 
I  hare  no  remarks  to  malre  on  your  story  nor  anything  t^ 
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•ay  in  rebuttal.  But  it  seems  to  me,  it  is  now  your  tnin, 
along  Tith  Neprooias  and  Jnventius,  to  listm  with  equal 
patience,  wliile  I  narrate  a  similar  story." 

The  three  Satroniana  bowed  stiffly  and  In  silence. 

Bosco  resomed,  addreaaing  Tanno: 

'^  shall  not,"  he  said,  "be  compelled  to  go  into  details  as 
minately  as  did  Btiltiiu.  Ton  can  comprehend  my  story  vith 
less  ba<^gronnd. 

"At  Beate,  for  some  years  past,  iliere  lived  a  irorthy  eoojde, 
freedman  and  freedwoman  of  Yedins  Yindex.  The  husband 
died  more  than  a.  year  ago,  leaving  a  yoong  end  childless 
Tidow,  named  Greia  Posis,  possessed  of  a  good  tovn-honse 
and  of  three  small  farms  not  far  out  in  the  conntry.  Natur- 
ally as  she  was  comely  and  well-off,  Greia  soon  had  soitors 
aplenty.  For  some  time  she  showed  no  favor  to  any,  but 
lately  it  has  been  plain  that  she  would  marry  either  Helvidios 
Flaccus,  a  tenant-farmer  holding  his  land  under  one  of  the 
Vedian  clan  near  Beat«,  or  Anniua  L«rgns,  similarly  a  tenant 
of  one  of  the  Satronian  properties.  Althouf^  Helvldius  was 
on  Qrei&'s  side  of  our  local  feud,  while  Annius  was  on  the 
other,  idlers  at  Beate  were  laying  wagers  tiiat  Annius  would 
win  Greia,  considering  him  most  in  her  favor. 

"Eecently,  however,  Greia  had  some  sort  of  a  quarrel  wiUi 
Annius,  and  announced  her  intention  of  marrying  Helvidins. 

"You  must  understand  that  Greia  haa  the  best  sort  of 
reputation,  is  universally  respected,  and  is  greatly  liked  by 
all  her  neighbors  and  acquaintances  and  is  popular  in  Beats. 

"Kow,  a  day  or  two  after  the  abduction  which  Bultiug  haa 
narrated,  Greia  had  visited  one  of  her  farms  and,  towards 
dark,  was  returning  home  to  Beate  in  a  two-wheeled  ^g 
driven  by  a  slave  of  hers,  a  deaf-mute  lad.  What  occurred 
can  only  be  conjectured,  as  the  deaf-mute  cannot  relate  it, 
but,  at  all  events,  he  was  found  insensible,  bruised  and  bleed- 
ing, by  the  road,  apparently  having  been  nnmercifnlly  beaten. 
ITot  &r  from  him  Uie  muk  was  grazing  by  the  roadside,  his 
harness  in  perfect  condition  and  the  gig  unharmed.  Qr«a, 
however,  had  vanished.  No  one  had  seen  Annius  in  the 
neighborhood,  yet  it  is  generally  assumed  that  he  managed 
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to  abdact  Qi&a  in  bioad  daylight  irithoiit  any  one  aightin; 
him  either  coming  or  going:  which^  if  the  fact,  would  be  an 
almost  miTocnlonB  feat. 

"Certainly  Qreia  has  disappeared.  The  magistraieB  at 
Beate  searched  Annina*  fiimutead,  bnt  fonnd  neitber  Oreia 
nor,  indeed,  any  trace  of  Annina  himself.  It  is  conjectured 
that  he  is  hiding,  with  Greia,  at  some  farm  or  villa  imder  tha 
Satronian  protection.  But  there  is  no  shadow  of  any  tan- 
gible basis  for  the  conjectoie,  nor  for  the  nimors,  which, 
like  those  concerning  Xantha  which  Bnltius  had  told  yon  of, 
Tim  all  over  the  country-side;  very  similar  riunots,  too;  tta 
some  are  to  the  efFect  that  Annias  is  holding  Greia  in  durance 
at  Villa  Satronia ;  others  that  a  cortege  of  horseman  escort- 
ing a  closed  litter  has  been  seen  here  or  there  oa  aome  road; 
others  that  someone  has  learnt  that  Annina  is  about  to 
attempt  to  reach  Yilla  Satronia  with  Greia,  convoyed  by  an 
escort  of  his  clansmen.  The  coTrntry-side  buzzes  with  such 
whispers. 

"And  let  me  point  out  to  you,  what  you  undoubtedly  cont- 
prebend,  that  serious  as  is  the  forcible  abduction  of  a  slave- 
girl,  the  abduction  of  a  freewoman,  even  if  a  freedwoman, 
is  a  far  more  serious  matter.  N'ot  only  is  Helridins  on  fira 
to  reclaim  his  bride  and  to  revenge  himself  on  largns,  not 
only  are  all  his  relations,  friends  and  well-vrishers  eager  to 
assist  him  by  every  means  in  their  power,  not  only  are  all 
right-thinking  men  incensed  at  the  outrage,  but  the  magis- 
trates of  Beate  are  determined  to  bring  the  guilty  man  to 
justice  and  to  free  Greia." 

Pomplio  paused. 

"Very  -weli  told,*'  was  Tanno's  comment,  '^d  I  compre- 
hend far  better  than  you  perhaps  imagine.  Not  only  are 
the  magistrates  of  Beate  hot  on  the  trail  of  Annius  and  those 
of  Trebnla  equally  keen  after  Vedius  Molo,  but  all  Vediang 
are  eager  to  shield  Molo  and  to  help  catch  and  convict  Annius 
I^rguB,  and  all  Satronians  conversely  doing  all  tb^  can  to 
shield  Largus  and  get  Molo.  Oh,  I  twig  I  Moreover  I  real- 
ize that  all  Yedians  regard  the  abduction  of  Greia  as  not  so 
mndi  a  hot-headed  foUy  of  Largos  as  a  Satronian  retort  to 
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the  ab^nction  of  Xantha;  find  convenely,  all  Satronians  re- 
gard it  as  merely  an  insufficient  counter  to  Xantha's  abdnc- 
tion.  Oh,  I  comprehend  the  fend  abnospbere.  I  have  no 
donbt  that  Bcoree  of  poniards  of  the  Vedian  dan  are  sharp 
ftnd  daily  sharpened  diarper,  for  ose  on  Largus  and  as  108117 
Satronian  dirks  for  use  on  Molo;  that  every  road  here- 
abonta  has  -watchers  posted  along  it;  that  bands  of  Ins^ 
ladB  are  camped  here  and  there  waiting  summonaeB  or  are 
actnally  in  likely  ambiubes  by  &e  roadsidea.  I  foresee 
cfaindies  of  great  amplitnde.  Yoa  need  not  say  any  more; 
neither  of  yon  need  say  any  more;  none  of  yoa  need  say 
any  more.  In  fact,  I  beg  tlut  the  whole  subject  be  dropped 
right  here.  I  comprehend  the  fend  atmosphere  and  I  dont 
want  any  more  of  it  in  this  trit^inium.  Lef  s  forget  or  ignoro 
the  fend  and  enjoy  Hedulio's  good  fare." 

His  compelling  personality  exerted  its  magic,  as  nsoal. 
All  six  fendists  relaxed.  I  conld  feel  the  social  tension  dis- 
wlve.    We  all  felt  relieved. 

By  that  time  ve  had  disposed  of  the  fish  and  roasts,  the 
Ixtys  had  lighted  the  hanging  lamps  and  the  standing  Isjnps, 
liad  removed  the  tray  vith  what  w«  had  left  of  the  roasts 
and  had  bronght  in  tiio  third-conrse  tray  with  the  birds  and 
eaiads.     As  we  sampled  them  Tanno  remarked : 

"Ton  have  a  cook,  astonishLngly  good,  Caitis,  for  any- 
more ontside  of  Rome  and  amazin^y  good  for  a  villa  in  the 
hills,  far  from  a  town.  I  must  see  your  cook  and  qoestitm 
him.  His  roasts,  his  broiled,  baked  and  fried  dishes  are 
above  the  averages,  yet  nothing  wonderful.  But  his  ragouts 
or  fricassees  or  whatever  you  call  them,  are  marvellous. 
This  salmi  of  fig-peckers  (or  of  some  similar  bird,  for  it  is 
eo  ingeniously  fiavored  and  spiced,  that  I  cannot  be  sure) 
is  miraculous.  There  was  a  sort  of  chowder,  too,  of  what 
fish  I  could  not  conjecture,  which  was  so  appetizing  that  I 
cwuld  have  gorged  on  it.  Just  as  provocative  and  alluring 
was  one  of  the  concoctions  of  the  second  coarse,  apparently 
of  lamb  or  kid,  but  indubitably  a  masterpieoe.  I  certainly 
must  see  your  cook." 

"Uy  cook,"  I  confessed,  ^Sras  not  the  artist  of  the  dishn 
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jm  pniat  ao  Uj^y.  HenabontB  we  do  ootgira  them  sw& 
high-floimcUng  nsmes  as  yon  ^ii^y  to  them,  we  call  them 
huhea  or  stews.  O&tulena,  the  wife  of  n^  TiUa>&rm  baiUf^ 
deTued  them  and  prepared  them.  She  is  faraoiu  hereabontt 
te  her  oookang." 

"WhaV'  cried  Toimo,  "a  woman  cook  I  Never  saw  a 
woman  co(^,  never  heard  of  one,  never  read  of  one.  Egypt^ 
Babylonia,  Lydia,  Persia,  Greece  and  Italy,  all  cooks  have 
always  been  men.  I  ought  to  know  all  abont  cookery,  what 
with  my  library  on  cookery  and  my  trarele  to  all  the  citiea 
famous  for  cookery.  But  you  have  taught  me  something 
novel  and  wholly  unaospected.  Trot  out  your  female  code. 
Let's  have  a  look  at  her." 

I  sent  for  Ofatuloia  and  she  came  in,  {deased  and  em- 
barrasaed,  Snahed  brick-red  all  over  her  full  moon  of  a  fnco, 
diffident  and  elated,  trembling  and  giggling. 

Tanno  questioned  her  and  aatiafied  himself  that  die  had 
prepared  the  diahea  which  had  won  hie  approbation  and  also 
that  ete  was  no  bit-or-miss  cook,  bnt  a  real  artiat  in  the 
kitchen  and  really  knew  what  she  was  doing. 

"Beware,  Hednlio,"  he  aaid  as  he  diafflissed  her.  *?oii 
Sabinea  will  have  three  abductions  to  gossip  over  if  yon 
do  not  look  out  I'm  half  tempted  now  to  suborn  aonu  of 
the  riff-raff  of  the  Subura  to  kidnap  this  miracle-worker  (tf 
yours  and  hale  her  to  Bome  into  my  kitchen  to  amaae  my 
guests." 

When  she  was  gone  he  resumed : 

"Everything  is  topsy  turvy  in  Sabinum,  woman  cooks  and 
tenant  farmers  I  What  next?  I  gatha  that  all  of  yon, 
Satronians,  Yedians  and  outsiders,  have  your  estates  poiv 
celled  out  among  free  tenant  farmers.    Am  I  right?" 

Himio,  Seclator  and  the  rest  assured  him  that  he  waa 
light 

'^eU,  then,"  be  said,  "tenant  farming  must  be  a  subject 
perfectly  safe  for  all  persons  present.  Lefs  talk  abont  it. 
Hednlio  has  tried  to  expound  to  me  the  beauties  of  the  sya- 
tem,  bnt  he  had  no  great  success.  I  fail  so  far,  to  compr^ 
bend  how  the  institution  ever  came  into  existence,  wl^  ii 
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has  mAiotained  itself  only  in  Sabmnm  and  what  ftte  ita 
advaiitages.     Tdl  me  about  it." 

Tanno  had  hit  upon  one  of  the  few  subjects  on  vhich  all 
jvesent  felt  concordantly.  Hie  utterance  started  a  hubbub, 
all  my  guests  talking  at  once,  each  trying  to  out-talk  all  the 
others  and  all  Yoicing  our  local  entiiuaiasm  for  ooi  local 
farm-system.  The  frfcEfntum  rang  with  pseans  of  praise  of 
our  Sabine  yeomani?,  and  when  the  excitement  had  abated 
enou^  to  permit  of  intelligible  discourse,  Tanno  was  re- 
galed with  a  series  of  tales  illustrating  the  sterling  worth  of 
the  Sabine  yeomen,  their  knowledge  of-  farming,  their  dili- 
gence, their  patience,  their  unflagging  energy,  their  parsi- 
mony, their  amazing  productivity  in  respect  to  crop-yield, 
stock,  implements  and  all  things  raised  or  made  on  their 
farms,  their  devotion  to  their  landlords,  the  charm  of  the 
ties  between  the  gentry  and  the  yeomanry  and  the  uniTersal 
Sabine  cult  of  the  tenant  system. 

With  all  this  talk  we  lingered  longer  than  nsnal  over 
Ofatalena's  bewitching  salads,  which  Tanno  landed  even 
above  her  ragootB. 

When  it  was  time  for  the  last  course,  after  the  serrice-boys 
had  slid  the  third-course  tray  o£E  the  table,  I  was  amazed 
to  Bee  my  four  atrongest  table  slaves  enter  fairly  staggering 
onder  the  load  put  upon  them  by  Grandfather's  biggest 
dinner-tray  heaped  with  fruit,  among  which  I  descried  Afri- 
can pomegranates  and  other  exotica.  Still  more  was  I 
amazed  when  other  slaves  crowded  in  behind  them,  carrying 
baskets  of  hot-house  melons  of  astonishing  size  and  insistent 
perfume.  Last  of  the  procession  was  Agathemer,  who  stood 
in  the  doorway,  grinning  and  beaming. 

Tanno,  not  less  than  tiie  guests  in  diorus,  acclaimed  this 
unexpected  profusion. 

Again  I  looked  interrogatively  at  Agathemer.  He  re- 
sponded as  at  the  commencement  of  our  meal. 

"I  have  a  note  here,"  he  said,  "which  I  was  enjoined  not 
to  hand  yon  until  after  this  fmit  had  been  set  upon  your 
table." 

He  handed  me  the  missive,  the  anperscriptioQ  of  which 
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ms,  to  Tuj  utonuhmest;  in  the  faandwritiii^  of  Sfttroniai 
Dnnno.  Wliile  my  fingers  tagged  at  the  thrwd,  Tvino  com- 
lU&ded: 

"Head  it  out  losd  at  once,  like  the  other.  So  secieta 
here.    Let  ob  all  in." 

The  letter  began  with  all  the  traditional  polite  fonnalitiefly 
as  had  tiiat  £rom  Yedina.    It  read: 

"SatroniuB  Dromo  to  his  valued  friend  AndiTina  Hedniia 
If  yon  are  well  I  am  well  also.  I  was  writing  at  Villa  Satro- 
nia  on  the  day  before  the  Nones  of  Jane.  Some  days  before 
I  had  written  you  ezpresdng  my  regret  at  the  circnniBtancet 
which  prevented  me  from  accepting  your  moet  welcome  in- 
vitation to  dine  with  yon  on  the  Nonee.  I  intended  dis- 
patching to  yon,  with  this,  what  froit  my  establishment  ba> 
fit  for  yonr  acceptance,  which  I  ask  of  yon,  tbis  fruit  being 
sent  as  an  earnest  of  my  cordiality.  When  yon  are  settled 
at  Bome  I  beg  that,  when  perfectly  convenient  to  yon,  yoii 
convey  my  Tamteet  regards  to  my  cousin's  widow,  Vedia 
Yomsta. 

"FarewdL" 

At  tbis  letter  I  was  fairiy  thanderstnick.  That  Satronini 
ihonld  take  any  notice  of  me  at  all  was  more  amazing  tiian 
Hie  graeionsness  of  Yedios.  That  be  should  have  lansacked 
the  provinces  and  overstrained  the  capabilities  of  rowers  and 
horseflesh  to  send  me  cosUy  rarities  ont  of  season  was 
astounding.  That  his  last  sentence  shonld  practically  dnpli- 
cate  the  last  sentence  of  the  letter  from  Vedius  was  mott 
incredible  of  alL.  For  if  all  Yediana  were  sure  to  be  very 
decidedly  hypercritical  as  to  anyone  likely  te  become  Vedia'a 
second  bosbuid,  it  was  still  more  a  certainty  that  the  entire 
Satronian  cminection  would  scrutinise  minutely  everything 
concerning  any  man  likely  to  come  into  control  of  the  great 
propertieB  which  she  had  inherited  from  her  husband,  Satro- 
nius  Patavinus,  That  I  should  be  disfavored  by  the  entire 
Satronian  connection  bad  seemed  to  me  more  than  likely. 
DriHno's  intimation  -of  his  warm  approval  of  my  salt  for 
Tedia,  coming  on  top  of  Caspo's,  cleared  of  all  obstacles  nij 
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psth  tovards  matnnKsij  vitii  the  iromftn  of  taj  heaz^a 
dtoice.     I  wtB  man  than  elated,  I  ir«a  dnmk  with  eattacf^ 

After  I  had  finished  reading,  dead  silence  reigned  in  tin 
tfitdmUtmi  even  Tanno  was  too  dombfoonded  to  utter  any 
found. 

Himio  spoke  firat. 

"Qentlemen/'  he  aaid,  ''I  be;  of  joa  to  hear  me  out  vitli 
attention.  Like  onr  Cains  hare  and  like  his  hereditary 
antagonist^  Dncconins  Fnrfnr,  I  have  never  taken  aides  in 
onr  age-long  local  fend.  Like  all  outaid»s  and  like  a  ma^ 
joiity  of  its  pertisana,  I  have  grieved  at  ite  existence,  de- 
I^oreid  its  unfortunate  resnlte  and  hoped  for  its  eztinctiiHi. 
I  think  I  may  sa;  -with  truth  that  there  vas  not  one  inhabi- 
tant of  this  neighborhood  who  did  not  rejoice  when  the 
beads  of  the  two  families,  with  the  abolition  of  the  feud  and 
the  creation  (tf  the  permanent  amity  in  view,  arranged  a  mar- 
riage between  the  lovely  daogjiter  of  the  head  of  the  northern 
branch  of  the  Yedian  House  and  the  son  of  the  sortberB 
branch  of  the  Satronian  House.  Satronian  or  Yedian;  free- 
man or  slave,  everyone  was  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  last- 
ing harmony.  The  sudden  death  of  Satronins  Patavinns 
not  only  blasted  these  hopes,  but  intmsifled  antagonisms; 
for  all  Uie  Yediana  felt  that  a  daughter  of  the  elan  had  baea 
sacrificed  in  vain  and  all  Betronians  regretted  that  vast 
properties  about  Padua,  long  possessed  by  Satronians,  paseed 
by  the  will  of  her  husband  to  a  yotmg  widow,  bom  of  the 
Yedian  Houses  All  saw  the  prospect  of  exacerbated  enmitiee 
•ud  their  probable  results. 

'fN'ow  it  must  be  apparent  to  yon  that  the  two  letters 
irtiicb  we  have  heard  read  would  neTer  have  been  written 
without  their  writers  having  consulted  with  the  heads  of 
their  respective  bouses.  These  letters  si«  an  intimation  to 
<ntr  Caius  that  both  bei  kinsmen  and  the  kinsmen  of  her 
first  husband  smile  upon  his  suit  for  the  most  lovely,  the 
most  charming  and  the  wealthiest  widow  in  Bome.  This 
means,  to  a  certainty,  that  both  Satronius  Satro  and  VediUB 
Yedianus  descry  the  possibility  that  Vedia's  union  with  ft 
aecood  husband  acceptable  to  both  dans  and  <^^>oeed  to 
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neitiMr  may  "wotk  {or  mitigatioa  of  the  feud  spirit  tnd  for 
cstabUehment  of  tutrmoiuoiu  amity  almost  as  powerfully  u 
iroTiId  hare  the  permaneacy  of  her  membership  of  the  Satro- 
oiaa  clan.  I  conceive  that  all  of  us,  outsiders  and  partisaua, 
may  congratulate  Caius  without  reservatiou  or  afterthon^it, 
heartily  and  enthusiastically/* 

To  this  all  present  agreed  in  chorus,  all  drank  my  health. 

Yolso,  rather  hesitatingly,  spoke  next. 

"Aa  all  VB  say  here,"  he  begasj  *^  under  the  rose  and 
will  not  be  repeated  or  hinted  a^  I  do  not  mind  saying  tiiat 
I  feel  as  does  Himio " 

To  this  Busco  and  ITaepor  agreed,  with  less  hesitancy. 

Similarly  the  three  Satronians  expressed  their  concurrence^ 

Again  th^  all  congratulated  me  on  my  luck,  drank  to 
the  success  of  my  suit,  and  to  my  prosperity  and  health. 

Complete  harmony  reigned  and  the  strained  social  atmos- 
phere attending  a  dinner  in  the  feud  area  vanished  com- 
l^etely. 

By  Hm  time  the  moon,  which  was  nearly  full,  was  hi^ 
enough  to  bathe  the  world  with  silveiy  light.  Taono  peering 
across  the  table  and  throng  the  windows,  remarked : 

"Yon  have  a  fine  prospect,  Cains.  I  admired  it  wh^  I 
first  lay  down,  but  onr  interest  in  the  flowers  and  in  your 
letter  £rom  Vedina  diverted  my  intention  to  speak  of  it  It 
is  a  charming  outlook  even  by  moonlight" 

"Yes,"  I  admitted,  with  not  a  little  pride.  "Grandfather, 
of  course  dined  earlier  than  is  fashionable  nowadays.  He 
built  this  Mdtnium  so  that  he  could  bask  in  the  rays  of  the 
declining  son  and  could  watch  the  sunset  colors  as  tb^ 
Taried  and  deepened.  Hy  uncle  used  to  dine  as  early  as  hk 
&ther  and,  even  in  the  hottest  weather,  enjoyed  the  direct 
lays  of  the  stm  on  him  as  be  dined,  for  he  was  always  rheu- 
matic and  diilly,  yet  he  enjoyed  the  beauty  of  the  view  even 
uon." 

"It  is  diarming  even  by  moonli^t,"  Tanno  repeated,  "and 
Quit  although  the  villa  is  between  our  outlook  and  the  moon, 
■0  its  shadow  darkens  the  nearer  prospect" 

iW«  ill  contemplated  the  view  through  the  window. 
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"Who  are  those  men  I  see  jurt  beyond  the  shadow  of  the 
house?"  Tanno  queried.  "Quite  an  assemblage,  it  seems 
to  me ;  almost  a  mob  for  these  lonely  districts." 

I  looked  where  he  indicated  and  could  not  conjectore  what 
it  was  that  I  saw. 


CHAPTER  m 

TRNAirrST  AKD  SLA.'naBT 

AOATHEUER  came  in  and  explained  that  my  tenants 
bad  a  petition  to  present  to  me  and  had  gathered,  hop- 
ing that  I  would  receive  them  after  dinner.  (Doabtless,  I 
thought,  conjecturing  that  I  would  be,  just  after  dinner,  in 
the  most  accommodating  humor  possible.) 

"I  must  see  this  and  hear  what  they  hare  to  say,"  Tanno 
declared.  "Have  you  any  objections  to  our  going  with  you, 
Cains  F"  he  asked. 

On  my  saying  that  I  should  be  g^d  to  have  him  coma 
along,  he  said: 

"Come  on,  all  of  you,  it  will  be  fxai,  and  standing  out  in 
the  night  cool  will  freshen  our  leet  for  our  wine." 

All  nine  of  us  went  out  on  the  terrace.  The  prospect 
was  indeed  beautiful,  only  the  brighter  stars  shoving  in  the 
pale  sky,  the  far  hills  outlined  against  it,  the  nearer  hills 
darkly  glimmering  in  the  moon-raya,  the  valleys  all  full  of 
pearly  moonlit  haze,  the  pleasance  about  the  villa  vague 
in  the  witchery  of  the  moon's  full  radiuice. 

In  that  full  radiance,  on  the  path  below  the  balustrade 
of  the  terrace,  were  my  nine  tenant  farmers.  Not  one,  as 
was  natural  among  our  healthy  hills,  but  was  my  elder. 
Yet,  according  to  our  customary  mode  of  address  from  master 
to  tenant,  I  said  to  them: 

"What  brings  yoa  here,  lads,  bo  long  after  yonr  habitnal 
bed-time?" 

Ligo  Atrior  acted  as  spokesman. 
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"W»  have  s  requeet  to  prefer,"  he  said,  "and  ire  judged 
Has  an  opportune  time." 

"Speak  ont,"  I  eaid,  "our  vixa  ia  waiting  for  nte  and  my 
gaeate,  and  I  am  listening.    Speak  ont  I" 

He  set  fortti,  at  considerable  length  and  with  man;  halts 
and  repetitiiHiB,  that  all  their  farms  were  in  excellent  order 
and  in  an  exceedingly  forward  condition,  promising  very 
well  for  the  future  in  all  respects;  that  I  had  jnst  assured 
myself  of  all  this  by  a  minate  inspection;  that  they  wen 
keenly  emulous  of  each  other  and  each  thought  his  farm  the 
best  of  the  nine ;  that  they  were  and  had  been  ?ery  curious 
to  leazn  which  of  the  nine  farms  I  thought  the  beet  kept; 
that  someone  had  suggested  that,  if  I  judged  any  one  of 
the  nine  distinctly  better  than  his  fellows',  it  would  be 
proper  to  distinguiBh  the  man  of  my  choice  hy  some  gif^ 
boBiu,  ezemptioQ  or  priTilege,  if  his  farm  was  really  the  best 
kept;  that  while  discussing  these  matters  someone  had  re- 
marked that  he  envied  me  my  approaching  visit  to  Rome, 
as  he  had  never  been  Hiete;  that  this  had  brou^t  to  their 
notice  that  not  one  of  them  had  ever  seen  Borne,  though  it 
was  lesa  than  three  days'  journey  away;  that  someone  had 
suggested  that  perhaps  I  might  be  induced  not  only  to  specify 
which  of  them  I  considered  the  best  farmer,  but  to  indicate 
my  preference  by  allowing  the  best  of  them  to  visit  Bome 
later  in  the  summer,  after  the  crops  were  all  harvested;  that 
they  had  agreed  to  abide  loyally  by  my  choice  and  that  they 
prayed  me  to  declare  which  of  them,  in  my  opinion*  was 
the  best  farmer. 

When  Ligo  paused,  old  Chryseros  Philargyros,  bis  wiry 
leaBsess  manifest  even  in  the  moonlight,  although  he  was 
well  mufBed  up  against  the  damimess  of  the  night,  pushed 
himself  to  the  front  and  said  that  he  claimed  that,  in  any 
such  competition,  he  on^t  to  stand  on  a  level  with  my  eight 
other  tenants,  even  if  they  had  been  life-long  tenants  of  the 
estate,  whereas  he,  like  his  father  and  grandfather,  had  paid 
rent  to  Ducconins  Fnrfor.  He  claimed  that  the  court  deci- 
sion by  which  Dncconius  had  had  to  refund  to  my  uncle 
all  the  rents  received  from  the  farm  in  digpute  since  the 
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first  decision  of  the  lowest  court  had  awarded  it  to  a  Due- 
conins  had  been,  in  effect,  an  afBmution  tiiat  his  anceetorB 
and  he  had  alwajs  been,  oonstractivdy,  tenants  of  the  An- 
dirian  estate. 

The  old  man  spoke  well  and  tersel]',  made  his  points 
heatly  and  stated  his  argnments  lacidlj,  and,  in  conclusion 
he  said: 

"And  yon  mnHt  realize.  Sir,  that  whateyer  my  feelings 
have  been  up  to  today,  after  what  happened  this  aftenuxm 
I  haye  forgotten  that  I  or  mine  ever  owned  Ducconins  Farfor 
as  master.  I  am  your  man  henceforward,  body  and  soul; 
I  call  yon  not  only  patron  bat  savior  and  father.  I  make  my 
plea  for  treatment  patting  me  on  fall  eqnali^  with  mj 
fellows,  and  I  valae  myself  so  hi^ly  that  I  hope  for  the 
jwize.  Yet  if  I  am  not  the  Incky  man,  I  shall  loyally  and 
in  silence  abide  by  yonr  decision." 

I  was  pleased  with  his  words  and  I  admitted  the  correct- 
ness of  his  contentions,  bat  rebuked  him  for  his  self^acseitiTfl 
manner. 

Thea  Ligo  spoke  again. 

"Please  publish  yonr  opinion.  Master,  for  we  are  sleepy 
and  long  to  be  abed.  But  much  more  do  we  long  for  your 
decision,  for  each  one  of  as  considers  himself  a  better  farmer 
tiian  any  other  and  expects  to  be  the  chosen  man." 

I  smiled. 

"Suppose,"  I  said,  "that  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  no  one 
of  you  is  better  than  all  hie  fellows,  but  that  two  of  you 
are  better  than  the  other  aevea,  but  equal  to  each  other  in 
merit?" 

Ligo  stood  at  loss,  hot  old  Chryseroe  ^ke  out  at  onc^ 
saying: 

"la  that  case.  Master,  it  would  be  proper  tiiat  both  men 
go  to  Borne,  as  such  a  prize  could  not  be  divided  into  shares." 

His  forwardness  angered  me.  I  told  him  sharply  to  mind 
his  manners  and  to  keep  his  place;  that  Ligo  had  been 
chosen  spokesman  and  that  he  was  to  hold  his  peace.  I  also 
pointed  out  that  I  had  not  agreed  to  give  any  sach  priM 
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tat  dutmgnuhed  aceUence,  that  fu  lesi  had  I  agreed  Uiat 

a  visit  to  Some  should  be  the  prise. 

All  nine  of  than  stood  mate. 

I  TU  tingling  with  my  elation  over  mj  prospects  d  vitt- 
niog  Yedia,  for  i  felt  sure  of  her  peratmal  faror,  and  the 
two  notes  from  my  great  neighbors  had  thrown  me  into  a  sort 
of  trance  of  rapture.  I  was  genuinely  pleased  with  the 
fmgality,  diligence  and  skill  of  my  tenants.  Ify  estate  was 
in  a  way  to  return  far  more  than  I  had  expected  of  it.  I  waa 
in  a  position  to  be  liberal,  I  felt  indulgent. 

"I«ds,"  I  cried,  "everyooe  of  the  nine  of  yoa  is  as  good 
a  farmer  as  everyone  of  the  other  eight.  Yon  are  the  nine 
beat  farmers  in  Sabinnm.  Yon  are  each  good  farmers  that 
yon  have  pnt  your  farms  in  a  state  where  your  bailiffs  can 
OTereee  the  harreti  as  well  as  if  under  your  own  eyea.  Every- 
one of  you  has  earned  a  visit  to  Bome  and  everyone  of  yon 
shall  have  i^  and  not  at  some  future  time,  which  may  never 
come,  but  now.  I  start  for  Bome  at  daybreak  and  the  whole 
nine  of  you  shall  go  with  me !" 

This  unexpected  liberali^  they  heard  in  silence :  they  stood 
dumb  and  motionless. 

All  but  Fhilargyms.  Qesticolating,  he  pressed  forward 
among  them  from  where  he  had  retired  to  the  rear  after 
my  late  rebuke.  Gesticulating,  his  voice  rising  into  a  senile 
scream,  he  upbraided  me  for  folly,  extravt^nce,  nnthrift 
and  prodigally.  Be  declared  that  such  indulgence  woold 
min  me,  would  debauch  him  and  his  fellows  and  would,  by 
its  evil  example,  infect,  corrupt  and  deprave  the  whoto 
coantryBidb  He  railed  at  me.  He  vowed  that,  what«Ter 
the  rest  might  do,  he  would  use  all  his  powers  of  persuasion 
to  urge  them  to  stick  to  their  farms  till  harvest  was  over 
and  he  swore  that  he  himself  would,  under  no  circumstances, 
leave  his  till  the  last  ear  of  grain,  the  last  root,  the  last  fruit, 
waa  garnered,  stored  and  safe  for  the  winter. 

I  let  him  shridc  himself  hoarse  and  talk  himself  mnte; 
then  I  qx>ke  calmly  and  sternly: 

'q  un  master  here  and  master  of  all  (^  you.    The  Ii^al^ 
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doe  from  a  free  tmant  is,  in  Soblniun,  as  mandatoiy  a  bond 
aa  the  obedience  legally  due  from  a  sUto.  I  speak.  ligtes, 
all  of  yon.  I  set  oat  for  Bome  at  dawn.  See  that  ereiy 
man  of  the  nine  of  70a  ia  on  horseback  at  the  east  courtyard 
gate  at  dawn,  with  an  ample  pack  of  all  things  needed  for  a 
month's  absence  properly  girthed  on  a  led  mule.  If  any  of 
yon  dare  to  disobey  I  shall  £nd  some  effective  means  to  make 
him  smart  for  his  temerity." 

lAgo,  finding  his  voice,  thanked  me  for  the  nine,  and  th^ 
trudged  away. 

When  we  were  back  again  on  the  duung^sofas  Taimo,  aa 
was  his  habit,  took  charge  of  things  after  his  breezy  fashion. 

"With  the  permiBsitm  of  our  Caius,"  h«  said,  withont  ask- 
ing my  permiaaion,  of  which  ha  was  sure,  "i  appoint  myself 
King  of  the  Bevels.    Where's  the  head  fantler?" 

When  my  major-domo  came  forward,  Tanno  queried : 

"How  much  water  did  yon  mix  with  the  wine  w^re  been 
drinking  with  oor  dinner?" 

The  butler  replied: 

"Two  measmrea  at  water  to  one  of  wine." 

Tanno  nodded  to  me,  smiling. 

"Yoa've  mi^ty  good  wine,  Cains,"  he  said.  "Ko  one  is 
more  an  expert  l^an  I  and  I  should  have  coDjectoied  three 
to  two." 

"I^ds,"  he  continued,  to  the  guests  collectively,  "this  is 
the  sort  of  master-of-the-revels  I  am.  I  mean  to  start  for 
Borne  at  dawn  with  Cains  and  I  intend  that  both  of  us  shall 
start  cold  sober.  Therefore  all  of  us  must  go  to  bed  rea- 
sonably sober.    Yon  must  submit  to  my  rulings." 

Then  he  iostmcted  the  butier: 

"Give  UB  no  more  of  the  mixture  we  have  been  drinking. 
Hiz  a  big  bowl  three  to  one  and  ladle  that  out  to  us." 

When  oor  goblets  had  been  filled  he  spoke  to  me  I 

"Cains,  I  want  to  know  what  that  old  honks  of  a  Chi3rBero8 
Fhilargyrus  meant  when  he  said  that  after  what  had  oc- 
curred this  afternoon  he  waa  your  man,  body  and  soul. 
What  happened." 

'Nothing  much."    I  said.    "As  Agathemer  and  I  were 
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tiding  home  and  were  passing  hia  bsra-yud  gate,  we  heard 
yells  for  help.  I  dismoimted  and  ran  in.  I  found  CIiTjs- 
eroe  rather  st  a  disadvantage  in  handling  a  bull.  I  helped 
him  get  the  beast  into  bis  pen.  His  gratitude  seems  exag- 
gerated." 

"Not  any  more  exaggerated  than  yonr  modesty,"  spdie  up 
H^eponius  PompliOj  who  had  hardly  uttered  a  word  since 
he  arrived.    Taming  to  Tumo  he  continned : 

*^ou11  nevCT  get  Kedulio  to  tell  yon  Hnything  more  defi- 
nite than  the  very  vague  and  hazy  adumbration  of  his  exploit 
he  has  already  given.  I  heard  some  rumors  of  his  feat  as  I 
rode  down  here  from  n^  bouse.  I  conjecture  that  the  story 
is  worth  tdling,  to  its  least  detail.  If  you  want  to  hear 
what  really  occurred,  call  in  Agstiiemer;  be  was  with  Hedulio 
whoi  it  happened." 

"Good  idea,"  said  Tanuo,  "and  I  want  Agathemer  here  for 
another  reason.    May  I  call  him  in,  CaiuaP" 

I  assented  and  Agatbemer  came  in,  as  smiling  and  oln^ 
quious  as  always. 

"Agatbemer,"  Tanno  queried,  "have  you  finished  your 
dinner?" 

*^ng  ago,"  said  Agatbemer,  "and  plenty  too." 

"Then  have  a  chair,"  said  Tanno,  rolling  himself  luxu- 
rioualy  on  the  deep,  soft  mattress  of  one  of  my  imcle'e  supw- 
latirely  comfortable  sofas.  "Xo!"  he  said  sharply.  "No 
demurring.  Sit  down,  man !  Do  as  I  tell  you  I  I've  s  batch 
of  questions  to  put  to  you  and  you'll  be  long  ausweriug  me. 
I  want  you  entirely  at  ease  white  you  talk.  You  can't  talk 
ta  I  want  you  to  unless  you  forget  everything  else.  If  yon 
stand  you'll  be  thinking  of  your  tired  legs  instead  of  talldng 
without  thinking  at  all." 

Agatheraer,  embarrassed,  seated  himself  in  the  lowest  and 
simplest  chair  in  the  room. 

"We  called  you  in  for  something  else,"  said  Tanno,  "but 
first  of  all  I  want  to  ask  you  why  you  were  not  with  us 
at  dinner?  Caius  has  written  me  again  and  again  how  he 
ud  yon  dine  together  evening  after  evening  and  bow  you 
are  ao  entertaining  that  he  enjoys  a  dinner  just  with  yon 
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almost  as  mncli  as  if  lie  hafl  novel  guests.  Why  were  yon 
left  out  of  Qas?  Is  Hednlio  shy  of  more  or  less  than  nine 
at  table,  like  his  ancle,  or  does  his  lude's  dining-ioom  oofit 
coerce  himP    Or  what  nxu  the  reason?" 

Agathemer  turned  red  and  Tisiblj  Tritfaed,  mote  and 
sweating. 

I  cnt  in. 

■^ere,  Cains,"  I  said  to  l^nno,  'Hhis  im't  the  twtOM 
chamber  nor  you.  the  ezecotiooer,  nor  yet  hag  AgatheBter 
deserred  the  nek.  Yon  are  putting  him  in  an  excruciating 
dilemma.  He  is  too  courteous  to  tell  yon  that  yon  ought  to 
ask  me,  not  him,  and  he  is  too  loyal  to  t^  yon  the  reason." 

I  was  nearer  to  being  angry  with  Tanno  than  I  had  ever 
be^i  in  our  lives.  I  comprehended  why  he,  with  all  his 
superlative  equipment  of  tact  and  intuition,  had  blundered; 
he  could  not  but  assume  that  drcnnutances  were  as  they 
should  have  been  rather  than  as  they  were ;  yet  the  blander 
waa>  in  a  sense,  onforgivable,  and  had  created  a  social  sitoo- 
tion  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  awkward. 

Agathemer's  face  cleared  as  I  apt^e. 

Tanno  rounded  on  ma 

"You  tell  me,  then  1"  he  said.  "I  guess  from  their  faces 
that  I  have  advertised  my  ignorance  of  what  is  perfectly 
well  known  to  everybody  else  here.  Semove  my  disabili- 
ties." 

I  hesitated  and  then  went  in  with  a  rush. 

"It  does  not  matter  a  particle,"  I  said,  "how  often  I  lie 
down  to  dinner  with  Agathemer  when  we  are  alone.  Since  I 
am  then  the  only  freeman  in  the  villa  there  are  no  vritnessea 
of  oar  dining  together.  But  if  I  have  him  to  dinner  vrith 
any  guest  he  becomes  thereby  a  freeman,  as  you  very  well 
know.  And  if  I  were  free  to  set  Iiim  free  and  chose  to  free 
him  in  that  fashion,  I  should  have  to  advise  my  friends  in 
advance  of  my  intentions  and  aek  whether  they  were  willing 
to  lend  themselves  to  such  a  proceeding.  One  cannot  invite 
a  man  without  previous  explanation  and  then,  when  he*s  al- 
ready in  one's  house,  aak  him  to  lie  down  to  dinner  with  a 
slave." 
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^Slavel"  Tanno  roixed  at  me,  bis  face  red  as  Qia  back 
of  a  boiled  lobster.  If  I  had  just  missed  being  tagry  with 
him,  there  was  no  doubt  that  he  waa  in  a  taring  faxj 
Tith  me. 

"SlaTe?"  he  rqwated.  "Agathemcr  still  a  slave  ?  Are  jon 
jddog  or  are  you  aerionaF    Is  this  trueP" 

"Entirely  and  literally  true."    I  affirmed. 

TuiDO,  80  red  that  I  ^oold  have  thon^t  it  impossible  thai 
lie  coald  grow  redder,  giev  redder. 

'^f  your  nncle,"  he  roared,  "did  not  free  him  in  his  wiU 
he  iras  a  hog.  If  yon  haTen't  freed  him  youisdf,  you're  a 
hog.  Free  him  here  and  now  I  Show  some  decency  and  aome 
gratitadel  Better  late  than  neTer.  "Sere,  Agathemer,  get 
off  tiiat  bt^B  stool  and  lie  down  between  me  and  Entedioa." 

*'Go  slow,  Cains  I"  I  admonished  him.  "You  jnat  ccm- 
fessed  that  yon  know  nothing  of  the  drcnmstances,  yet  you 
give  orders  in  my  house,  orders  affecting  my  property-ri^ta, 
irithont  first  acquainting  yourself  with  all  the  conditions  on 
which  such  orders  should  be  based,  even  if  you  had  asked 
gnd  received  my  permiasioa  to  issue  them." 

Tanno  was  impulsive,  even  headlong,  but  he  never  wian* 
j^ed  or  quarrelled  and  seldom  lost  his  temper.  I  had  feared 
a  still  more  violent  outburst  from  him,  but  my  admonition 
brought  him  to  himself. 

"I  apologize,"  he  said,  the  red  fading  from  his  face.  "Tell 
me  the  whole  matter,  so  that  I  may  comprehend.  Ill  listea 
in  silence^" 

"The  vital  fact,"  I  said,  "is  ttat,  although  I  fully  expected 
my  nncle,  in  his  will,  to  free  Agatbemer,  he  not  only  did 
Hot  free  him,  but  be  enjoined  me  not  to  free  him  wiUiin 
five  years  after  my  entrance  into  my  inheritance." 

"Well,"  said  Tanno,  "I  take  back  what  I  said  of  yon  wh^ 
I  called  yon  a  hog,  but,  even  if  we  are  taught  to  utter 
nothing  but  good  of  tbe  dead,  I  repeat  that  your  undo  waa 
a  hog.    What  do  you  think  of  it,  Agathemer  P' 

Agatbemer  sat  at  ease  now  on  his  stool  and  his  &ce  was 
jhdi, 

"Sinco  yon  have  Hked  what  I  think,"  he  said,  "may  I 
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UBume  that  joa  accwd  me  penniasion  to  ntter  vrbai  I  thinli^ 
BB  if  I  were  even  a  free  man  F" 

"Utter  precisely  what  jou  thiok,  iritlurat  any  reserratioiiB 
or  modifications,"  said  Taono.  "I  want  to  have  exactly  what 
you  think  end  all  yon  think." 

"I  think,"  epoke  Agathemer,  "that  you  are  neither  wise 
to  epeak  bo  of  ihe  dead  nor  justified  in  speaking  so  of  my 
former  master.  He  was  a  just  man  and  a  wise  man.  Thou^ 
I  cannot  conjecture  his  reason,  I  am  sure  i^t  what  he  did 
was,  somehow,  for  the  best" 

Tamw  stared  at  him  with  a  puzzled  expression. 

He  turned  to  me. 

"Im't  it  true,"  be  queried,  "that  your  uncle  had  on  faig 
bauds  an  hereditary  lawsuit  of  the  moat  exasperating  sort, 
ia  the  course  of  which  the  other  side  had  won  the  first 
decision  and  every  appeal?" 

"ETerybody  knows  that,  Socrates,"  I  admitted. 

"Didn't  Agathemer,"  Tanno  pressed  me,  "just  before  the 
case  was  heard  in  the  hi^est  court,  make  a  suggeeticm 
which  your  uncle's  lawyers  utilized  and  tiirough  whii^  thej 
won  the  case?" 

"That  is  also  tme,"  I  affirmed. 

"Didn't  they  all  say,  that  Agathemer's  enggestioa  was 
just  what  they  should  have  thought  of  at  the  very  first  and 
didn't  they  admit  that  they  had  not  thought  of  it  until 
Agathemer  suggested  it  and  that  they  never  wonld  have 
thought  of  it  if  he  had  not  Buggeated  it?" 

"Those  are  the  facts,"  I  confesaed. 

"In  view  of  those  facts,"  Taimo  continued,  "what  did  yoq 
yourself  expect  your  nude  to  do  for  Agathemer  in  his  will?" 

I  ruminated. 

"The  very  least  I  anticipated,"  I  said,  "was  that  he  would 
free  Agathemer  and  make  him  a  present  equal  to  the  value 
of  half  the  property  in  dispute  in  the  lawsuit.  As  Ducco* 
nius  had  had  to  repay  to  my  uncle  the  full  amoiuit  of  tiis 
.  rents  paid  since  his  family  first  gained  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty, that  would  have  been  a  very  moderata  reward  for 
Agathemer*B  service.    I  also  conjectured  that  he  might  fref 
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Agaihemer  and  will  him  s  Bom  eqiiiraleiit  to  l^ft  net  proceeds 
of  the  repaid  rents,  less  the  costs  of  the  suit.  I  sfaoiild  not 
liaTe  berai  KorpriBed  if  be  had  made  him  a  present  of  the 
irhole  farm  out  and  out.  Many  an  owner  has  done  more  for 
k  slaTe  who  had  done  less  for  him." 

"And  yon  wonld  have  regarded  it  as  fair  if  yonr  micle 
liad  tak^  any  of  those  methoda  of  recompensing  Agath- 

"CertainljP  I  affirmed. 

"Then  why,  in  the  name  of  Mercoiy,"  he  demanded* 
"didn^  you  free  Agathemer  the  moment  the  will  was  read?" 

"I  have  told  yon  over  and  OTer,"  I  retorted  impatientlj, 
"Qiat  my  nncle'e  wiU  enjoined  me  not  to  free  Agathamer 
within  &VB  years,  though  he  also  enjoined  that  I  was  to  makB 
a  new  will  at  once  so  as  to  leave  Agathemer  free  and  recom- 
pensed if  I  died  before  the  fire  years  elapsed." 

"But  the  injonction  was  not  binding/'  Tanno  persisted, 
"either  in  law  or  by  religions  cnsiom.  No  dead  man  can 
prevent  his  heirs  freeing  slaves  he  leaves  ^tm.  Why  heed 
the  injunction?" 

"I  conld  not  contravene  so  explicit  a  behest  of  the  dead," 
I  demurred,  "especially  of  a  man  I  loved  and  revered.  And 
yon  must  recall  my  uncle's  queer  habit  of  acting  on  intui- 
tions and  the  way  he  expressed  them,  always  saying: 

"  It  has  been  revealed  to  me  that.  .  .  .'  And  Us  istni- 
tioDS  always  seemed  to  amount  to  prevision,  he  never  seemed 
to  have  acted  amiss,  however  eccentric  his  act,  however  base- 
less his  premonition.  I  have  a  feeling  that  in  Agathenier'a 
case  he  acted  on  some  snch  pTeeentimflnt." 

Tanno  turned  to  Agathemer. 

"Do  yon  feel  that  way  too?"  he  demanded. 

^  most  certainly  do,"  said  Agathemer,  "I  have  a  feeling 
Hiat  my  remaining  a  slave  is  going  to  be  of  vital  service  to 
^ditlto,  somehow,  sometime." 

"Then  you  are  content  to  remain  a  slave?"  Tanno  queried. 

"No  one  wants  to  remain  a  slave,"  Agathemer  confessed, 
"and  eveiy  slave  longs  to  be  a  free  man  and  is  impatient  to 
be  free  at  once.    Bat  X  try  to  be  resigned,  of  course,  and. 
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except  that  I  cumot  rejoice  in  not  bdng  free,  I  un  u  well 

fed,  clothed  and  housed  as  I  ahonld  be  aa  a  free  man  and 
have  as  much  leisiire." 

Tanno  glowered  at  both  of  oa, 

I  cut  in: 

"Yon  must  remember  that  Agatbraner  was  raised  almost 
ai  B  free  man  and  almost  as  m;  brother.  We  slept  and 
played  together  from  the  time  ve  could  wallc  We  had  tlift 
same  tutors,  always,  when  in  the  country,  both  in  Bmttinm 
and  in  Sabinnm.  In  Borne,  while  I  was  at  school,  Agathemer 
ma  taught  the  same  subjects  at  home.  We  lore  each  other 
almost  as  brothers.  Both  of  us  were  amazed  when  gnnd- 
fttiier  left  Agathemer  to  my  Uncle  instead  of  to  my  fath^ 
or  to  me.  We  were  more  amazed  at  Uncle's  will  But  as 
things  are  between  us,  Agathemer  not  only  looks  forward 
to  freedom  and  an  estate  within  five  years,  but  knows  that  his 
interval  of  waiting  will  be  pleasant,  as  pleasant  as  I  can 
make  it." 

"But,"  Tanno  objected,  "think  of  the  danger  he  is  in 
while  a  slave.  For  instance,  just  Bnppose-~'(may  the  gods 
avert  the  omen) — that  you  were  murdered  in  your  bed  this 
very  night  and  no  clue  to  the  murderer  found.  Nothing 
coidd  save  Agathemer  from  being  tortured  along  with  all 
your  other  slaves." 

"Pooh!"  I  cried.  "Ton  are  behind  the  times  I  Ton  may 
be  an  lusurpassable  expert  on  dress  and  manners,  on  per- 
fumery and  jewels,  bat  yon  could  know  more  law.  AH  those 
ferocious  old  statutes  have  been  abolished  by  the  enactments 
of  Antoninus  and  Aurelius.  A  slave,  during  good  behavior, 
is  almost  as  safe  as  a  f reedman." 

'It  is  you,"  Tanno  countered,  "who  are  behind  the  times. 
Commodus  has  had  rescinded  every  edict  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  slaves  promulgated  since  the  accession  of  Trajan. 
As  Nerva  did  little  for  them  the  status  of  slaves  is  now 
practically  what  it  was  at  the  death  of  Domittan." 

"Anyhow,"  spoke  up  Agathemer,  "whatever  real  or  fancied 
perils  hang  over  me,  by  my  late  master's  will  and  wish,  a 
•lave  I  am  and  a  slave  I  remain  till  the  five  years  elapM>^ 
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'EVeo  tfaenafter  I  dicll  be  Hednlic^B  deroted  tarthat,  metn- 
vhile  I  am  ids  devoted  slare." 

"Does  being  bis  al&Te  inbibit  yoo  from  telling  the  tntil 
about  bimF"  Tanno  qneried. 

*^  it  is  ta  hia  discredit,  certsinl;,"  Agathemer  ansveved. 

"Sappoae  it  is  to  bis  credit,  very  mnch  to  bis  credit,'' 
Tumo  poisned. 

"Then  I  am  permitted  to  tell  the  trutb,"  bngbed 
Agatiiemer. 

"Tbes,"  Slid  Tanno,  'Hell  ns  the  wbole  trutb  about  Hedn^ 
lio  and  CbrTseros  Fhilargyms  and  tbe  bnlL" 

Agatbemer  langfaed  out  loud. 

"Delighted  to  oblige  yoa,"  be  boired. 

Tanno  looked  at  me. 

"Hedalio  is  blushing,"  he  said,  'this  promisee  to  be  intei^ 
estiiig.  As  king  of  the  rerels  I  forbid  Hedoho  from  int»- 
Topting.  Everybody  drain  a  goblet.  Boy,  pour  a  gobkt  tor 
Agatboner.  Agatbemer,  talra  a  good  long  drink,  bo  yoa 
may  start  in  ^od  voice.  And,  boy,  flU  bis  goblet  again 
wboi  it  gets  hw.    Keep  an  eye  on  it    B^in,  Agatbemer." 

''It  is  a  shorter  story  than  yon  anticipate,"  Agathemer 
began. 

'^edalio  and  I  had  completed  the  final  inspection  of  the 
estate.  We  had  begun  each  inspection  irith  Cbryseros*  farm 
and  had  taken  tbe  farms  in  rotation,  ending  np  vitb  Felig- 
er'a.  We  had  inspected  Macer's  fann  in  tbe  morning,  had 
had  a  leisnrdy  bath,  hmcb  and  snooze  and  had  ridden  oat  to 
Feliger'a.  Afterr  loddog  over  the  last  details  of  the  toi^- 
sheda  and  henneries  we  were  riding  home  nnder  tbe  over- 
ardiing  elms  down  Bran  I^ne.  As  we  passed  Cbryseros* 
eatrance  we  heard  yells  for  help.  Hednlio  spurred  bis  horso 
sp  tbe  avenue  and  towards  the  yells,  I  after  him.  The 
ydls  guided  ns  to  the  lower  ban-yard  gate.  Hednlio  reined 
t^  abruptly,  leaped  of^  leaving  me  to  catch  bis  mare,  and 
Tsnlted  the  gate.  I  tethered  oar  mennta  as  qaicMy  aa  I 
conld  and  clindied  the  gate.  I  saw  old  Chiyseroe  pinned 
against  the  wall  of  his  barley-bam,  in  between  the  boms  ^ 
idt  white  bnU.    The  points  of  the  bnlPs  horns  were  diiTM 
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■into  ttie  wood  of  the  bam  and  the  hcmu  "wvn  so  long  that 
Cliryaeroa  was  io  no  immediate  danger  of  being  crushed  be> 
tween  the  boll's  fonbead  and  ihe  bam  w&ll.  The  boll  was 
so  enraged  that  he  wbb  pushing  with  all  bia  might,  puffing 
■nd  bellowing,  spraying  CbryBeros'  legs  with  froth,  gmnting 
and  lowing  between  bellows.  As  long  aa  be  kept  on  pushing 
ChryseroB  ma  more  scared  than  hurt;  but,  sooner  or  later, 
the  boll  was  certain  to  draw  back,  lunge,  and  skewer  Chrys- 
eroB  on  one  or  the  other  of  his  homs. 

"When  I  first  saw  them  Chryseroa  and  the  bull  were  as  I 
have  described.     Hedulio  was  twisting  the  bull's  tail. 

"The  bull  paid  no  more  attention  to  the  tail-twisting  than 
if  Hedulio  had  been  in  the  moon. 

"Hedulio  shouted  to  Chryaeros  to  hold  tight  to  the  bull's 
horns,  as  he  was  already  doing,  and  to  stand  stilL  He  let 
go  the  bull's  tail  and  turned  round.  Seeing  me,  he  ordered 
me  to  get  back  over  the  gate  and  to  stay  there.  He  looked 
about,  ran  to  the  stable  door,  peered  in,  went  in  and  re- 
tomed  with  a  manure  fork.  With  that  in  his  hand  be  ran 
back  to  the  bull  and  jabbed  him  with  the  fork. 

"Then  the  bull  did  roar.  He  backed  suddenly  away  from 
the  bam,  shaking  bis  homs  loose  from  the  futile  grip 
Chryeeros  had  on  tiiem,  and  whirled  on  Hednlio.  Hedulio 
jabbed  him  in  the  nedc  with  the  fork.  The  bull  bellowed 
with  rage,  it  seemed,  more  than  with  pain,  lowered  his  head 
and  charged  at  Hedulio. 

"Hedulio  side-stepped  as  deftly  as  a  professional  beast- 
fighter  in  an  amphitheatre  and  to  my  amazement,  well  as  I 
knew  him,  threw  away  the  fork. 

"The  bull's  rush  carried  him  almost  the  whole  breadth 
of  the  bam-yard.  When  he  turned  round  he  stood,  pawing 
the  ground,  shaking  his  head  and  bellowing.  I  never  saw 
a  bull  angrier-looking.    He  lowered  his  head  to  charge 

"But  he  never  charged. 

"Hedulio  was  walking  toward  him  and  the  bull  just  stood 
and  pawed  and  bellowed  till  Hedulio  caught  hold  of  the 
ring  in  his  nose  and  led  him  off  to  his  pen. 

"Chiyseros,  who  had  dodged  through  the  little  door  into 
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^te  bsrB  and  had  BUmmed  it  after  him,  had  peered  out  of 
it  just  hetom  Hedxilio  reached  the  bull  and  had  stood,  month 
open,  hands  hanging,  letting  the  door  swing  iride  open. 

*^edulio  led  the  bull  into  the  pen,  patted  him  on  tha 
nedc  and  ttien  turned  his  back  on  him  and  eanntered  ont 
of  the  pen,  ehntting  the  gate  vithont  hurry. 

"Chryseros  ran  to  him,  stumbling  as  be  ran,  fell  on  hia 
knees,  caught  Hedulio's  band,  and  poured  ont  a  torrent  of 
tiianks." 

*^d  all  that  really  happen?"  Tanno  queried. 

"Fredsely  as  I  have  told  it.*'    Agathemer  affirmed. 

"Well,"  said  Tanno,  "I  know  why  Caius  did  not  want  t» 
tell  it    He  knew  I'd  think  it  an  impudent  lie." 

"Don't  you  believe  it?"  Agathemer  asked,  respectfully. 

"Well,"  Tanno  drawled,  'Tve  been  watching  the  faces  of 
the  audience.  Kobody  has  langhed  or  smiled  or  sneered. 
I'm  an  expert  on  curios  and  antiques  and  other  specialties, 
bat  I  am  no  wiser  on  bulls  than  any  other  city  man.  So  I 
anppose  I  ought  to  beliere  it  But  it  etmck  me,  while  I 
listened  to  yon,  as  the  biggest  lie  I  erer  heard.  I  apologiza 
for  my  incredulity." 

"It  would  be  incredible,"  said  Jnrentins  Hnso,  "if  told  or 
any  one  except  Hednlio  and  it  would  ]m>bably  be  untrue. 
As  it  is  told  of  Hednlio  it  is  probably  true  and  also  entirely 
d'edible.'' 

"Why  of  Cains  any  more  than  any  one  else?"  querieo 
Tanno. 

Kuflo  stared  at  him. 

"I  beg  pardon,"  he  said,  "but  I  somehow  got  the  idea 
that  you  were  an  old  and  close  friend  of  our  host" 

"I  was  and  am,"  Tanno  asserted. 

"And  know  nothing,"  Muso  pressed  him,  "of  his  marvel' 
lous  powers  over  ATiitnftlg  of  all  kinds,  even  over  birds  and 
&h?" 

"Never  heard  he  had  any  such  powers."  Tanno  con- 
fessed. 

"How's  this,  Hedidio?"  Jurentins  demanded  of  me. 

"Z  suppose,"  I  said,  "Qiat  Tanno  and  I  hare  mostly  been 
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togetlier  «t  Bome.  Aaimalg  sre  scarcer  thwe  than  ia  Hie 
ooQUtry  and  hTunan  beinga  more  plentiful.  He  knows  nun* 
ot  my  dealinga  with  men  and  iromen  tban  vith  other  czeft- 
tnres." 

'^eddes,"  Tanno  cat  in,  "you  miut  all  remember  that 
our  Cains  not  only  nefer  boasts  but  is  absurdly  reticent  abont 
anything  he  has  done  of  anch  a  kind  that  most  msai  ironld 
brag  of  it.  TovsTds  hie  chuma  and  cronies  he  is  open-hearted 
and  as  nnreeerred  as  a  friend  conld  be  about  «Terything  else^ 
but  especially  close  vith  them  about  anch  matters.  So  I 
know  nothing  of  his  powers  concerning  which  you  speak." 

My  guests  cried  out  in  amazement,  all  talking  at  once. 

*Tm  king  of  the  rcTels,"  Tanno  reminded  them. 

"JuTentiua  was  talking;  let  him  say  his  say.  Everyone 
of  you  shall  talk  his  £11,  I  promise  you.  I  am  immensely 
interested  and  curious,  as  I  expect  to  hear  many  things 
vhich  I  should  have  heard  from  Caius  any  time  ^eee  ten 
years.     Speak  out,  Jnventins  I" 

''Before  I  say  what  I  meant  to  say,"  Moso  began,  "I  want 
to  aak  some  qaestions.  What  you  bam  just  told  me  has 
amazed  me  and  what  little  you  hare  said  leaves  me  puzzled. 
Surely  there  are  dogs  in  Bome?" 

Tlenty,"  Tanno  assured  him. 

"Haven't  you  ever  seen  a  vicious  dog  fly  at  HedolioF^ 
MsBO  parsned. 

"Many  a  time,"  Tanno  admitted. 

"Did  you  ever  see  one  bite  him?"  Muso  asked. 

"Never  I"  Tanno  affirmed. 

"Con  you  recall  what  happened?"  queried  Muso. 

Tanno  rubbed  his  chin. 

"It  seems  to  me,"  he  said,  "that  every  time  I  saw  a  snarl- 
ing cur  or  an  open-mouthed  watch-dog  rush  at  Cains,  the  dog| 
slovted  hiB  rush  before  he  reached  him,  circled  about  him, 
sniffing,  and  trotted  back  where  he  came  from." 

"Did  yon  never  see  Hedulio  beckon  such  a  dog,  handle 
and  gentle  him,  even  pet  him." 

"Once  I  did,  as  I  now  recall,"  Tanno  confessed,  '^  I 
thought  nothing  of  it  at  the  time  and  forgot  it  at  once." 
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''Probi^l;,''  Moso  conjectured,  "7011  thought  the  do;  iru 
011I7  preteading  to  be  ctobb  and  wu  really  tame." 

cjoflt  about  that,  I  euppoee,"  Tanno  mminated. 

"Well,^  eaid  Kubo,  "I  take  it  that  any  one  of  the  dogs  yon 
HT  TOO  at  Hedulio  was  affected  by  him  just  as  waa  the  boll 
tiiis  afternoon;  each  b^an  by  acting  towards  him  as  he 
inrali  have  tovards  any  other  man;  each  vas  cowed  and 
tendered  mild  by  the  nearer  sight  of  him.  That  is  the  way 
Hednlio  affects  all  *niTn*1i>  whatorer." 

"^ell  OS  some  cases  yon  hare  seen  yooneU,"  Tanno  sng- 
gested. 

"I  fear  your  skepticiam,  eren  your  deriaioii,''  Miuo  de^ 
marred. 

"1  haven't  a  trace  of  either  left  in  me  by  now,"  Taimiy 
declared.  "What  yon  say  has  knocked  the  mental  wind  oat 
vt  me,  so  to  apeak,  and  I  see  that  the  others  feel  as  yon  do 
and  seem  to  hare  similar  ideas  to  express.  I  row  I  beliere 
yon,  gentlemen,  though  something  inside  me  is  still  numb 
irith  amazement  Tell  us,  Jnrentias,  the  biggest  story  yoa 
know  of  these  alleged  powers  of  oar  Caiua." 

*^  told  yoa  so,"  said  Muso.  '^la  spite  of  yoar  disclaimers 
you  slip  in  that  'alleged.'  I  don't  like  that  'alleged'  of  youn, 
Opaitias." 

"That  wasn't  mine."  Tanno  hu^ed.  "That  was  the 
numb  something  inside  me  talking  in  its  sleep.  I'm  all 
qrmpathetic  interest,  with  no  admixture  of  nnbelief.  I  can 
see  you  hare  startling  anecdotes  to  teU.  Tell  the  most 
-starUing." 

"The  moat  startling,"  JuTentius  began,  "I  most  00^ 
amnly  aver  is  literally  true.  Hednlio  and  I  were  once  riding 
slong  B  woodcutters'  road  through  the  forests  on  the  Aemilian 
estate,  in  the  wildest  portion  of  it  The  road  forms  a  part 
of  a  good  short-cut  from  Villa  Aemilia  to  this  ralley.  It 
was  hot  weather  and  rery  dry.  We  were  both  thirsty.  There 
is  a  000!  and  abundant  spring  not  many  paces  up  a  stec^ 
path  on  the  left  of  that  road.  At  the  path  we  tethered  our 
horses  and  walked  to  the  spring.  When  we  bad  quenched  oar 
thirst  and  had  started  down  the  little  glade  below  the  spring 
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we  SRv  the  head  of  a  big  gnj  woU  appear  among  eoaie  fena 
at  tiie  lower  end  of  the  glade  b;  the  path  on  oar  left  I 
stopped,  for  we  had  no  weapons.  Hedulio,  howeTer,  went 
on,  never  altering  his  easy  saunter.  The  wolf  came  ont  o£ 
the  ferna  and  paced  np  to  Hedulio  like  a  house  dog.  Hednlio 
patted  his  head,  pulled  his  ears  and  the  wolf  not  onlj  did 
not  attack  him  nor  snap  at  him,  nor  even  snarl,  bat  showed 
his  pleasure  as  plainly  aa  any  pet  dog.  When  Hedulio  had 
stopped  petting  him,  I  reached  theuL  We  two  went  oa.  as 
if  we  were  alone,  leaving  the  wolf  standing  lotting  after 
us  as  if  he  were  watch-dog  at  the  house  of  an  intimstci 
friend." 

"Borne,"  said  Tanno,  when  Muso  paused,  "is  rated  the 
most  wonderful  place  on  earth.  Bome  ia  my  home.  Bome 
rates  Sabinnin  low,  except  for  olives,  wines,  oaks,  sheep  and 
mules.  Wonders  are  not  named  among  the  staple  products 
of  Sabinum.  Tet  I  come  to  Sabinum  for  the  first  time  and 
hear  wonders  such  as  I  never  dreamed  of  at  Some." 

"And  you  are  only  at  the  beginning  of  such  wonders," 
spoke  np  Entedins  Himia.  "That  tale  of  Mnso's  is  mild  to 
one  I  can  tell  and  I  iaSa  oath  in  advance  to  eT«y  word  of 
my  story." 

"Begin  it  then,  in  tiie  name  of  Hercnles,"  Tanno  nzged 
him.  "If  it  is  what  yon  herald  we  cannot  have  it  too 
quickly." 

"When  Hedulio  and  I  were  hardly  more  than  boys," 
Himio  began,  "we  bird-nested  and  fished  and  hunted  and 
roamed  the  woods  like  any  pair  of  conntiy  lads.  Farts  of  onr 
woodland  hereabonta  are  wilder  than  anything  on  the 
Aemilisn  estate  and  we  liked  the  wildest  parts  best  I  had 
an  uncle  at  Amitemum  and  it  happened  that  Hednlio'i 
uncle  allowed  him  to  go  with  me  once  when  my  father  visited 
his  brother.  My  uncle  had  a  farm  high  up  in  the  mountains 
east  of  Amitemnm  and  Hedulio  and  I  there  revelled  in  wild- 
nees  wilder  than  anything  hereabouts.  We  had  no  fear  and 
ranged  the  billBideg,  ravines  and  pine-woods  eager  and  un- 
afraid. 

"Hi^  up  the  monntains  we  blundered  on  a  bear's  ism 
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irith  tVD  caba  in  it  The;  were  old  enon^  to  be  playful 
and  jTOOB^  enough  not  to  be  fierce  or  dangerons.  I  was 
for  carrTUi;  them  off,  bnt  Hedulio  Baid  that  if  the  mother 
letnmed  bdFore  we  were  well  on  oar  way  home  ahe  wonld 
certainly  catch  as  before  we  could  reach  a  place  of  nfely 
and  we  shonld  certainly  be  killed. 

"  'We  had  better  Btq>  playing  with  these  fascinating  littlA 
bmtes,'  he  said,  'and  be  as  far  off  as  possible  before  she 
comes  hack/ 

"Just  as  he  said  it  we  heard  twigs  snapping,  the  craah  of 
Tent  nnderbmsh,  and  I  looked  up  and  saw  the  bear  coming. 

"I  had  nerer  seen  a  wild  bear  till  then.  She  looked  to 
me  as  big  as  a  half  grown  calf,  and  bs  fat  as  a  six-year-old 
BOW.  She  came  like  a  race-borse.  Beaidea  my  instantaneons 
Mose  of  her  size,  weight  and  speed,  I  saw  only  her  great 
red  monti),  wide^pen,  set  round  with  gleaming  white  teetik, 
fzwa  which  came  a  snarl  like  the  roar  of  a  cataract. 

"I  sprang  to  the  nearest  tree  which  promised  a  refnge^ 
cangfat  the  lowest  boughs  and  scrambled  np,  the  angry  snaris 
of  the  bear  filling  my  ears.  Aa  I  reached  the  first  strong 
branch  the  snarls  stopped. 

"I  settled  myself  and  looked  down. 

"The  bear  was  standing  still,  some  paces  from  her  iea, 
peering  at  it  and  snuffing  the  air,  working  her  nose  it 
•eoned  to  me,  and  moving  her  head  from  nde  to  aide. 

"Hedulio  had  not  mored.  He  stood  just  where  I  had  left 
him,  one  cnb  in  his  arms,  the  other  cuddled  at  his  feet 

"The  bear,  growling  rery  short,  almost  inaudible  growls, 
approached  him  slowly,  moTiug  only  one  foot  at  a  time 
and  pausing  before  she  lifted  another  foot  She  sniffed  at 
tite  cub  on  the  ground,  sniffed  at  Hedulio's  legs,  and  looked 
up  at  the  cub  in  his  arms.  She  made  a  sound  more  like  a 
wliine  than  a  growL  Hedulio  lowered  the  cub  and  she 
miffed  at  it  Then  Hedulio  caught  her  by  the  back  of  the 
nedc  She  did  not  snarl  bnt  yielded  to  his  poll  and  rolled 
over  on  her  side.  He  picked  np  the  cub  on  ibe  gronnd  and 
laid  both  by  her  nipplee.  They  went  to  norsing  avidly, 
almost  tike  little  pigs,  yet  alao  aixneiriiat  like  paj^piee.    B»- 
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dolio  BSimt«Ted  away  and  to  mj  tree,  beckoned  me  AtfWaL 
and  we  strolled  away  as  it  there  were  no  bear  near:  she  in 
&ct  paying  no  attention  to  ather  pt  as  after  the  cubs  begsn 
mining  her." 

TaoDO  looked  wildly  aboot. 

"Boys,"  he  said,  "forgire  me  If  I  am  daaed,  and  dm't  ba 
insulted.  I  recall  that  Entedius  prefaced  his  narratiTe  with 
an  oath  to  its  Teracity.  I  am  ready  to  believe  all  this  if  he 
leaffinns  it  But  I  baTe  a  horrible  feeling  that  yon  farmers 
^aiik  yoa  have  caught  a  city  ignoramus  and  that  it  is  your 
dn^  to  stuff  me  with  the  tallest  stones  yoa  can  invmt. 
Please  set  me  right.  If  you  are  stuffing  me  ihe  joke  is  cer- 
tainly on  me,  for  these  incredible  tales  seem  true:  if  th^ 
are  true  the  joke  is  doubly  on  me.  Ah  I  am  the  butt,  either 
way,  don't  be  too  hard  on  me :    Please  set  me  right" 

They  chorused  at  him  that  they  had  all  heard  the  stary, 
most  of  them  soon  aft^r  the  marvel  took  place;  that  thsy 
had  always  believed  it,  and  believed  it  then.  I  corroborated 
Himio'a  exactitude  as  to  oU  the  details. 


CHAPTEB  IV 

BOBOeCOFES  AND  KABVEU 

TANNO  lotted  about  again,  less  wildly,  but  still  like  » 
man  in  a  daze. 

"But,"  he  cried,  "if  y»u  do  anch  wonders,  how  do  yon  d» 
them,  Cains?" 

"I  dont  know  now,"  I  said,  "any  more  than  I  knew  ths 
first  time  I  gentled  a  fierce  strange  dog.  It  came  natural 
then,  it  always  has  come  natural" 

'Naturally,"  said  Ldeius  2faepor,  "aince  it  is  part  of  youc 
nature  from  before  birth.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  ua,  Opsitiu^ 
that  Hedulio  has  never  shown  you  his  horoscope  ?" 

"Never!"  said  Tanno,  "and  he  never  spoke  of  it  to  me. 
I'm  Spanish,  you  know,  by  oncestiy,  and  Spaniards  are  sot 
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^riuifl  or  Egyptiuis.  Honecopu  don't  figure  largely  in 
Spuiiah  life.  I  never  bothered  about  horoscopes,  I  auppoae. 
So  I  never  mentioned  horoecopea  to  Hedulio  nor  be  to  me." 

"Nor  be  to  70D  of  course,"  said  Neptmius  Fomplio,  "ha 
is  too  modeet" 

"In  fact,"  said  Nsepor.  "I  should  never  have  known  <^ 
Hedulio's  horeecope  if  his  uncle  had  not  shown  me  a  copy. 
Cains  has  never  mentioned  it,  onless  one  of  us  talked  of  it 

"Wbafs  the  point  of  the  horoscope  P"  Tanoo  queried. 

"Why  you  see,"  Naepor  explained.  "Hedolio  was  bom  in 
fbe  third  vratch  of  the  sight  on  the  Ides  of  September. 

*^ow  it  is  well  known  that  persons  are  likely  to  be  com- 
petent trainers  of  animals  if  they  are  bom  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Whale  or  of  the  Centaur  or  the  Lion  or  the  Scor- 
pion or  when  the  Lesser  Bear  rises  at  dawn  or  in  those 
watches  of  the  night  when  the  Great  Bear,  after  swinging 
low  in  the  northern  sky,  is  again  b^inning  to  swing  upwards, 
or  at  those  hours  of  the  day  when,  as  it  can  be  establidted 
by  calculations,  the  Great  Bear,  though  invisible  in  the  gbw 
<^  the  sunlight  is  in  that  part  of  its  circle  round  tiie  north- 
em  pole. 

'^t  is  disputed  which  of  these  constellations  has  the  most 
powerful  iofluoice,  but  it  is  generally  ret^oned  that  th* 
Whale  is  most  infiuential,  next  the  Cmtaur,  next  the  lion, 
•nd  the  ScoipioQ  least  of  all,  while  the  dawn  rising  of 
the  Leoer  Bear  and  the  beginning  of  the  upward  motion 
of  the  Great  Bear  are  held  to  have  merely  auxiliary  inflo- 
enoe  when  the  otiier  signs  are  favorable.  If  two  or  mora 
of  these  ant  at  one  and  the  same  time  powerful  in  the  Aj 
at  the  mconent  of  any  one's  birth,  he  will  be  an  uBusnally 
capable  aoimal-tamer,  the  more  puissant  according  as  more 
of  the  potent  stars  shine  'upon  his  birth. 

"It  is  manifeet  that,  at  do  day  and  hour,  will  all  of  these 
aigns  conspire  at  their  greatest  potent^.  For  clearly,  for 
instance,  the  Lion  and  the  Scorintm,  being  both  in  the  Zodiac^ 
•nd  being  separated  in  the  Zodiac  by  the  interposition  of  two 
aitira  ouisteUations,  can  never  be  in  the  ascendant  at  out 
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and  Qte  Bame  time,  mtr  con  am  be  near  tha  ascendant  •what 
tite  (^er  ia  in  that  poeititai.  Yet  there  are  tinue  niien  & 
majority  of  them  all  ezeit  their  moat  potent  or  nearly  their 
moet  potent  infiuence,  there  are  aome  momenta  vhen  their 
possible  combination  of  inflnencea  is  nearly  at  its  ^n*ifTH"W 
potency. 

'^ov  the  day,  bonr,  and  moment  of  Hedvdio's  birth  ia,  at 
aatrologera  agree,  predeely  that  instant  ot  the  entire  year 
vben  tiie  stars  combine  their  magic  povers  with  their  moat 
poissant  force  to  prodnce  their  greatest  possible  effect  on 
the  nature  of  a  child  bom  at  that  instant,  in  order  that  he 
may  have  irreeiatible  sway  over  the  wills  of  all  fierce,  wild  and 
ferocioos  aniinw-Ifl. 

"Snch,  from  his  birth  and  by  the  divine  might  of  his  birth* 
stars,  is  our  Hednlio." 

"After  all  that,"  eaid  Tanno,  "I  should  believe  anything'. 
I  believe  the  tale  of  the  she-bear.    Who  has  another  to  tell^* 

"Before  anyone  begins  another  anecdote,"  said  Xeponina 
Fomplio,  *r[  want  to  state  my  opinion  that  Hednlio's  habitnal 
and  inatantaneons  snbjngataon  of  vicious  dt^  which  have 
never  before  set  ^es  on  him  and  bis  miraciUooe  powers  of 
similarly  pacifying  snch  wild  aniinalB  as  bears  and  wolves, 
-  while  inezpressibly  marvellous,  is  no  more  wimderful,  if,  in 
fact,  as  wondrous  as  his  power  to  attract  to  him,  even  from 
a  great  distance,  creatures  naturally  solitary,  or  timorous." 

"It  is  strange,"  said  Juventins  Muso,  "that  I  should  have 
begun  by  tiling  the  story  of  the  wolf  at  the  spring,  an  oc- 
corrence  of  which  I  waa  the  only  witness,  instead  of  men* 
tioning  finrt  Hedulio's  power  over  deer,  something  known  to 
all  of  ns,  and  many  miracles  whidi  everycme  of  us  has 
seen.  I  suppose  we  each  thought  of  the  moet  spectacular 
example  of  Hedulio's  powers  known  to  ns,  whereas  he  had 
so  generally  handled  and  gentled  deer  that  we  instinctively 
regarded  that  as  commonplace." 

"I  think  you  are  ri^t,"  said  Idsias  Naepor,  '^or  Hednli(^B 
ability  to  approach  a  doe  with  fawns  and  to  handle  the 
young  in  sight  of  the  mother  without  her  showing  any  ^ign 
«f  alarm  or  concern,  u,  to  my  mind,  quite  as  marrdlona  at 
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his  dealingB  vith  the  Bb&-bear.  It  seems  to  me  as  mincii> 
lotu  to  overcome  the  timidity  of  the  doe  fts  the  ferocit;  of 
the  betr.  And  we  have  all  seen  him  plaj  irith  fawns,  fsmis 
BO  jcrwag  that  they  had  baiely  begun  to  follow  their  dam. 
We  have  all  seen  a  herd  of  deer  stand  placidly  and  lot  him 
approach  them,  more  about  smon^  them,  handle  them.  We 
bare  all  seen  him  handle  and  gentle  stags,  even  old  stags  ia 
the  ndiing  season.  There  is  no  gainsaying  oar  Hednlio's 
power  over  animals,  it  is  a  matter  of  too  general  and  too 
common  knowledge."  . 

"I  have  seen  a  mole,"  said  Fisena«  Bosco,  ''come  ont  of 
its  burrow  at  dusk  and  eat  earUi  worms  out  of  Hednlio's 
hand. 

"I,'*  said  Naepor,  "have  watched  him  catch  a  butterfly 
and,  holding  it  imcrashed,  walk  into  a  wood,  and  have  seoi 
a  wnodthmsh  flntter  down  to  him,  take  the  bntterSy  from 
his  fingers>  speed  awaj  with  it  to  feed  its  yonng  and  prea* 
eotly  return  to  his  empty  hand,  as  if  eapecting  another  inaed^ 
penji  on  his  hand,  pw^  at  it  and  remain  some  time;  and 
there  ia  no  song-bird  more  fearful  of  mankind,  more  aloof, 
more  retiring,  more  secnt  than  a  wood-thmeb ." 

Sereral  of  the  othas  ttrfd  of  my  similarly  attracting  seed- 
eating  birds  with  handfnls  of  millet,  -whe^  or  other  grains 
or  weds;  of  squirrels,  anywhere  in  the  forests^  OHning  down 
trees  to  me  and  taking  nuts  from  my  fingers. 

Buhins  Seclator  said: 

1.  have  seen  Hedulio  seat  himself  on  a  rock  in  the  sun- 
shine and  seen  a  golden  ea^e,  circling  in  the  sky,  circl« 
lower  aBd  lower  till  he  perched  <m  Hedulio's  wrist  and  not 
only  perched  there,  hot  sat  there  some  time,  preening  bis 
festbers  as  if  alone  on  the  dead  topmost  limb  of  a  tall  tree, 
eye  Hednlio^a  face  without  pecking  at  him  and  finally  take 
wing  and  leave  Hedulio's  arm  not  only  nntom  by  his 
talons,  bat  unsciBtched,  without  even  a  mark  of  the  claw- 
points." 

Said  MaUina  Yulso: 

'^ednlio  has  a  way  of  catching  flies  with  a  qoick  swe^ 
ti  his  hand.    X  have  seen  him  catch  a  fly  and  hold  tum. 
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buzzing  between  his  flngen  and  thumb  «nd  luT»  Men  ft  lis- 
■rd  run  up  to  him  ftnd  dut  at  the  Aj." 

"And  I,"  Bald  LieiaB  Naepor,  "hare  seen  fiah  in  a  tank 
rise  to  Mb  hand  and  let  him  take  them  oat  of  tiie  irater, 
handle  them  and  alip  them  back  into  the  water  again,  all 
withoat  a  etrog^e." 

"More  wonderful  than  that,"  tipoko  ap  JaTntaoa  Hnao, 
*I  have  Been  lamprej^  feed  from  his  hand  without  biting  it, 
and  I  have  even  eeen  him  pick  up  lampreya  ont  of  the  water 
without  their  attempting  to  bite  him.  Ill  wiger  no  other 
man  <rrer  did  the  lijcet" 

"Trne,"  mminated  Naepor,  '^ednlio  can  jnck  vp  and 
handle  a  pnfl-adder  and  it  wUl  nerer  strike  at  him  and  he 
can  similarly  handle  any  kind  of  snake." 

*^ell,"  Tanno  smmned  up,  after  fhej  had  talked  tho 
sabjeot  ont,  "yon  conntrymen  beat  me.  Here  I're  been 
cronying  with  Cains  for  years  and  years  and  nerer  sospected 
any  such  wizardry  in  him." 

"Hay  I  speak  ?"  asked  Agathona-  from  his  stool^  where  be 
had  sat  silent,  sipping  hia  wine  very  moderately  at  infreqaent 
ioterralB. 

"Certainly,  man,"  said  Tanno,  *'q>eak  np  if  yon  haTe  any- 
flung  to  tell  as  good  as  the  hull  story." 

"Althon^  I  know  my  master's  modesfy."  Agathemer  aaid, 
"I  cannot  concave  how  yon  can  hare  associated  with  him 
so  IcKig  without  knowing  of  his  power  over  animals.  Hate 
you  neTer  eeen  him,  for  instanee,  with  yemestrouia's 
leopard?" 

"Swei  that  I  recall,"  said  Tanno,  "and  if  I  had  I  should 
have  thought  nothing  of  it  Nemestronia's  leopard  has  been 
tame  since  it  learned  to  suck  milk  from  Nemestronia's  fin- 
gers, before  its  eyes  were  half  open.  It  always  has  been  tame 
and  is  tame  with  everybody,  not  only  with  all  Nemestronia's 
hons^old,  not  only  with  frequenters  of  her  reception  rooms, 
but  also  with  casus!  risitors,  total  strangers  to  it.  Nobody 
would  think  it  anything  wond^ful  for  Hedulio  to  handle 
Nemestronia's  leopard." 

'^  do  not  mean  merdy  handling,"  said  AgaUnmer  m- 
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■pectfnlfy.  "I  mesn  Bomething  qnite  «ni«ziiig  in  itself 
And  that  leads  me  to  miurk  that  none  of  yon  gentlonca 
has  mentioned  or  referrred  to  what  I  regard  as  one  of  n^ 
muter's  most  nmffging  feats  and  one  which  he  has  rqwated 
conntleea  times  in  the  presence  of  uncountable  witnesses:  I 
mean  taking  a  bone  away  from  a  vicioas  dog  which  has  never 
aeen  him  before.  I  think  that  amoonta  to  a  pcurtent,  or 
would  if  it  had  not  happened  so  often.** 

*^crediblel"  cried  Tanno. 

Then  the  whole  room  broke  into  a  hnbbnh  of  confirma- 
tiona  and  corroborations  of  Agathemer's  statement 

"I  give  in,"  Tanno  declared,  "now  for  the  leopard." 

"I  am  told,"  said  AgaUiemer,  "Uiat  all  such  pnimal^j  lionet 
tigers,  leopards,  panthers  and  lynxes,  whai  they  set  out  on 
their  nocturnal  piowlings,  intent  <m  catching  prey,  have  Iha 
atzsnge  habit  of  giving  notice  to  all  creatures  within  hearing 
tiist  they  are  about  to  begin  banting,  by  a  series  of  roan, 
snarls,  squalls,  screams,  screeches  or  whatever  they  may  be 
properly  called  for  each  variety  of  animaL 

"Kow  one  of  the  tricks  of  Nemestronia's  leopard,  vhidi 
■he  is  fond  of  exhibiting  to  her  guests,  is  its  method  td 
approaching  ai^  live  oeatare  exposed  to  its  mercy  for  ita 
food.  If  a  kid,  bar^  Iamb,  porker  or  what  not  is  turned 
into  one  of  Kemeetronia'a  walled  gardois  and  the  leopard 
let  in,  she  will,  at  first  d^t  of  the  gsm^  crouch  belly-flat 
on  the  ground  and  give  out  a  really  appalling  series  td 
■creams  or  whatever  ^uj  diould  be  called,  mtirely  unliln 
any  other  ncnse  she  ever  makes.  Her  hunting-sqaall,  aa 
Naaerinmia  calls  it,  rises  and  falls  like  a  tune  on  an  organ, 
and  berides  <*i»ngitig  from  shriller  to  less  shrill  altera  ia 
volume  from  bnder  to  less  loud  and  louder  again.  It  is  an 
experience  to  hear  it,  for  it  is  like  no  sound  anyone  in 
Borne  ever  heard  and  is  unforgettable." 

"There  yon  are  wrong,"  Tanno  cat  in,  "it  is  the  normal 
hunting  cry  of  a  leopard.  But  not  many  leopards  in  oq^ 
tivity  ever  give  it.  She  is  the  only  leeward  I  ever  heard 
give  it  in  captivity,  but  I  have  heard  it  in  the  deserta  wraflt 
ii  Qaetnlia  and  Africa,  when  I  was  there  with  my  cohort 
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TMle  I  WIS  etfll  in  the  army.  And  list  me  tell  you  rigbt 
here,  what  I  hive  often  told  NemeBtronia,  only  the  dear  sell- 
irilled  old  lady  vill  not  listen  to  me  at  all,  there  will  be 
trouble  yet  with  that  leopard.  She  has  been  a  parlor  and 
bedroom  pet  from  birth  and  she  ie  tame,  not  only  to  all 
Kemestronia'a  household  but  to  all  visitora.  Bat  ihe  mere 
fact  that  she  ia  old  enough  to  give  her  hmiting-eqnall  for 
small  game  ia  warning  enough,  if  ITemestronia  would  (mly 
xealize  it,  that  she  is  getting  fiercer  aa  she  geta  older.  It's 
only  a  question  of  time,  no  matter  how  liberally  she  is  fed, 
that  she  will  turn  on  her  human  associates.  FoMibly  ehe'U 
give  them  warning  with  her  huuting-equall,  and  precioua 
little  help  it  will  be  towards  escaping  her,  hut  mort  likely 
■he'll  just  torn  on  someone,  without  warning,  and  thereHI 
be  a  corpse  and  a  pool  of  blood  on  the  floor  or  pavement. 
Tou  mark  my  voids:  i^at  is  coming  as  auie  aa  &te,  if 
Memestronia  keeps  that  leopard  about  her  mansion." 

"That  may  all  be  true,"  Himio  cut  in,  *%ut  OpaitiuB,  do 
let  Agathemer  say  his  say,  whatever  it  may  be." 

"You  are  right  and  I  was  wrong,"  Tanno  admitted. 

"Proceed,  AgathemCT." 

"Let  me  describe  her  behavior  fully,  for  the  sake  of  the 
others,"  Agathemer  resumed.  "When  ebe  si^ta  a  victim 
ahe  flattens  herself  out  on  the  ground  and  gives  her  long, 
qnavering  squall.  If  the  victim  remains  stationary  she 
crawls  toward  it  very  slowly,  almost  imperceptibly,  moving 
one  paw  only  at  a  time.  If  it  runs  about  she  ceasee  her 
advance  and  pivots  around  until  it  is  again  stationary  and 
lAe  facing  it.  She  keeps  that  up  until  she  is  within  spring- 
ing distance.  But  if  ^e  sees  it  near  a  gate  or  a  door  and 
aj^arently  trying  to  escape  through  that,  she  springs  and 
bounds  on  it.  Otiierwine,  if  the  victim  keeps  quiet  and  still, 
she  spends  a  long  time  in  her  approach,  seeming  to  toijoj 
every  breath  she  draws  and  to  be  gloating  over  her  helpless 

pwy" 

"Just  so,  gentlemen,"  Tanno  put  in,  "Agathemer  is  «xact. 
I  hive  aeea  all  that  ova  and  over." 
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*'It  is  the  more  astoniahing  to  me,"  A^themer  west  on, 
'Hbat  yon  have  never  seen  Hedulio  ^vert  her  ottentioii  and 
ratice  ber  sway  from  her  victim,  evoi  whea  she  ie  within 
leaping  distance  and  ready  for  her  final  spring.  That,  to 
me,  ia  the  only  thing  I  ever  saw  Hedulio  do  sarpassing  bis 
repeated  anccesB  in  taking  a  bone  from  a  cross  dog  without 
ledBtance  from  the  dog." 

"Never  sair  bim  do  it,"  Tanno  declared.  "Never  heard 
of  it  from  Nemestronia,  and  shell  talk  leopard'  by  the  boor, 
if  yon  let  her.  Never  suiqiected  any  such  sorc^  from  He- 
dulio.   Hov  does  he  do  it?    E^wnnd  hie  methods." 

'^ery  ample,"  aaid  Agsthemer.  "He  calk  to  her  ox  he 
walks  in  front  of  her.  At  once  she  tnms  her  attention  to 
him,  appears  to  forget  ber  prey  altogether,  rubs  against  him, 
ynm,  lets  bim  chafe  her  ears,  head  and  neck,  seems  to  beg 
for  more  chafing,  rolls  on  the  gronnd  by  him  and  invites 
turn  to  play  iritb  ber.  Sometimes  die  seems  to  insist  on  his 
playing  irith  ber  and  to  threaten  to  lose  her  temper  onlesi 
he  does  play  vith  her." 

"What  do  yon  mean  by  playing  trith  her?*  Tanno  queried. 

"Have  yoQ  ever  seen  any  of  these  little  Egyptian  cats 
-which  some  folks  have  nowadays  for  pets  J"  Agathemer  asked 
in  his  torn.  "Creatures  aboat  aa  long  as  your  forearm  and 
ntber  gentle?" 

"Certainly,"  aaid  Tanno.  "I've  seen  a  nnmber  of  than 
at  oltra-fasbion^e  mansions  of  the  fast  set,  who  must  bsvB 
the  latest  novelty." 

"£v»  see  any  of  their  kittens?"  Agathemer  asked. 

"Two  or  throe  times  I  have,"  Tanno  replied.  "Amnsing, 
&aSj  little  creatares,  not  mnch  bigger  than  a  man's  hand." 

"Ever  see  one  play  with  a  ball?"  Agathemer  asked. 

Tanno  langbed, 

"Bon  after  a  ball,  yon  mean,"  he  said,  "slap  it  first  witb 
one  paw  and  then  with  the  other,  bonnd  after  it  and  all 
that?" 

"No,"  said  Agathemer,  "I  do  not  mean  that  way;  I  meu 
tiw  w»j  s  kitten  will  pretend  that  a  ball  is  anotiier  kitten^ 
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'will  lis  <»  tbe  floor  vith  the  ball  betwsm  its  paws,  will 
kick  it  •wiiii  its  hind  feet  and  ptv  at  it  vith  its  forefeet  and 
jet  not  really  dav  it." 

"I've  eem  that,  too,"  said  Tanno. 

''Well/'  Baid  Agathemer,  "Hedidlo  acts  as  the  ball  or  tho 
ottier  kitten  for  that  big  leopard.  He  lies  down  coi  tfao 
pavement  by  her  and  they  tussle  like  two  pap^nes,  only  it 
is  cat-play  not  dog-play.  Hedolio  kicks  and  slaps  the  leop- 
ard and  aho  Hcka  and  slaps  him,  and  they  are  all  mixed  up 
lilce  a  pair  of  wresUera,  and  she  growls  and  months  his 
hands  and  arms  and  shonlders,  yet  she  never  bites  or  claws 
him,  does  all  that  clawing  of  him  with  her  daws  sheathed ; 
tterer  hurts  him,  and,  when  she  has  bad  enough  play,  lets 
him  lead  her  off  to  her  cage." 

"Ifiracolons  I"  cried  Tanno,  '^at  beastly  nndlgnified. 
Fancy  a  Bonian,  of  eqaeatrian  rank,  moring  in  Bome's  best 
society  circles,  a  friend  of  the  Emperor,  sprawling  on  a 
-pavement  i^^dng  with  a  stinking  leopard,  letting  her  tonsle 
him  and  nunple  his  clothes,  and  letting  hw  slobber  her  fonl 
aaliva  all  over  his  arms  and  ahonldersl  I'm  ashamed  ot 
yon,  Heduliol" 

"Nothing  to  be  ashamed  of  I"  I  said.  "I  thought  it  fun* 
every  time  I  have  done  it,  and  I  did  it  only  for  Kemestronia 
and  a  few  of  her  intimates,  never  before  any  large  gathering.^ 

"I  should  hope  not  I"  Tanno  cried,  "and  I  trust  you  will 
never  try  it  again.  It's  disgraceful  1  And  it's  too  risky.  If 
yon  keep  it  up  some  fine  day  she'll  slash'  the  face  off  yon 
or  bite  your  whole  h%d  off  at  one  snap." 

I  yne  Burprised  and  abashed  at  Tanno's  reception  of  the 
leopard  story  and  Agathemer  seemed  similarly  affected  and 
more  eo  than  I.     He  tried  to  start  a  diversion. 

"Most  marv^ouB  of  all  Hedulio's  exploita,"  he  said,  *? 
account  his  encounter  with  the  piebald  horse." 

"Tell  QB  about  it^"  said  Tanno.  "Eorse-traiaing  is,  at 
least,  and  always,  an  activity  fit  for  a  gentleman  and  wholly 
decent  and  respectable." 

"It  happened  last  year,"  said  Agathemer,  "in  the  antomn, 
before  Aikdivins  died;  in  fact,  before  we  had  any  reason  to 
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dreftd  thtt  Uie  end  of  bii  life  tu  near.  Entediiu  wr  1^ 
penhi^  he  mmld  be  a  more  suitable  sanEtor  than  I.** 

"Go  on,"  said  Himio,  "I'd  rather  listen  to  70s  than  talk 
myself." 

Agatbemer  resnioed. 

"We  irere  at  Beate  Fair.  Yon  knov  how  soch  feetinla 
are  alirajs  attended  by  horse-deslen  and  all  sorts  of  sodi 
dieats  and  nunmtebai^.  There  was  a  plausible  and  in- 
gratiating horse-dealer  vith  eome  good  home.  Entedio* 
booght  one  and  has  it  yet." 

"And  no  complaints  to  make,"  said  Himio,  "the  bmt« 
was  as  represttited  and  has  giTen  satisfaction  in  evaf 
way." 

"Scnne  others  in  our  par^  bought  horsee  of  Mm  also." 
Agathemer  continaed.  "I^ter,  when  the  sports  were  on,  he 
bioTight  oat  a  tall,  long-barrelled  piebald  horse,  rather  a  well- 
shaped  beast,  and  one  which  would  hare  been  handsome  bad 
he  been  cream  or  bay.  He  showed  t^  his  paces  and  then 
offered  him  as  a  ires  gift  to  anyone  who  conld  stick  trii 
him  without  a  &11.  Sereral  farm-lads  tried  and  be  threw 
them  by  simple  baddngs  and  rearings.  Some  more  6z- 
perienced  horse-wianglers  tried,  bat  he  threw  one  ^ter  the 
otiier. 

"Then  there  came  forward  Blaesos  Agellos,  the  best  horse- 
master  about  Beate.  He  bad  watched  till  be  thought  ha 
knew  all  the  young  stallion's  tricks.  ISo  kicking,  rearing 
or  bucking  could  unseat  him  and  the  beast  tried  several 
unusual  and  bizarre  contortiona.  Blaesns  rtndc  cm.  Then 
the  horse-dealer  seemed  to  give  a  signal,  as  the  horse  can- 
tend  tamely  round  the  ring. 

"Instantly  tin  horse,  without  any  motion  which  gave  mm- 
ing  of  what  he  was  about  to  do,  threw  Mmaelf  sideways  flat 
on  the  ground. 

"Bloeeue  was  stunned  and  his  ri^t  1^  badly  bruified^- 
fhougb  not  broken. 

"The  owner  gloried  in  his  treasure  and  boasted  <A  hia 
c<mtrol  over  the  hmee,  even  at  a  distance. 

"Then  Hedulio  come  forward.     The  crowd  was  vinbly;'- 
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1  to  BM  a  young  noblemui  put  himaelf  oa  a  lerel  witti 
the  commoiiaUl7.  But  tliey  all  knew  Hednlio's  affable  -waju 
and  there  were  do  hoote  or  jeen. 

"Hedulio  exanuced  the  hone  carefolly,  fetlocks,  hoob^ 
mouth  and  all.  Then  be  gentled  and  patted  it  When  he 
Tanlted  into  the  saddle,  the  brute  did  a  little  rearing,  kick- 
ing and  bucking,  hot  soon  quieted. 

"Hedulio  trotted  him  round  the  ring,  calling  to  the  owner: 

"1  dare  yon  to  try  all  your  signals.' 

"The  owner  seemed  to  try,  at  first  far  hack  in  the  croird, 
80  confident  was  he  of  his  ccmtrol  of  the  horse,  then  nearer, 
fben  standing  in  the  front  row  of  spectators. 

"The  horse  remained  qniet. 
'    "So  Hedulio  rode  him  home  and  ^  at  the  villa  acclaimed 
the  horse  a  great  prize. 

"The  marvel  was  that  he  was  <aily  a  two-yearK>ld,  ae  all  ez< 
perts  agreed.  I  have  seen  mai^  trick  horesB,  but  seldom 
a  good  trick  horse  nnder  ei^t  years  dd  and  nerer  a  wdl- 
trained  trick  horse  under  four  yeus  old.  This  was  barely 
two." 

"Is  he  still  in  your  stables?"  Tanno  asked. 

"Let  Agathemer  finish  bis  talV  I  replied. 

"Two  momingB  afterward,"  Agathemer  snmmed  up,  *Ve 
found  the  stable  was  broken  into  and  the  young  stallion 
gone.     No  other  horse  had  been  stolen." 

"Just  what  might  have  been  expected,"  said  Tanoo^  "and 
now,  as  king  of  the  revels,  I  pronounce  this  symposium  at  an 
ead.  I  mean  to  be  up  by  dawn  and  to  get  Hedulio  ap  so«t 
after  I  am  swak&  I  mean  to  start  back  for  Bome  witii  him 
as  soon  after  dawn  as  I  can  arrange^  You  other  genUemen 
can  sleep  as  late  as  yon  like,  of  conne." 

'^'m  geing  with  you,"  Himio  cut  in.  "I  came  ]»epared, 
with  my  servant  and  led-mnle  loaded  with  my  outfit.  Fm 
to  be  up  as  soon  as  you  two." 

"I(ef  B  all  turn  in,"  Tanno  proposed. 

Mallius  Yulso  and  Neponius  Fcmtplio,  who  lived  nearest 
me,  declared  their  intention  of  riding  home  in  the  mom- 
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The  otlien  ditcnsaed  irbether  tbe^  ahotild  also  go  home  or 
sleep  in  the  rooms  read;  for  them.  I  n^ed'  them  to  stay, 
knt  finally,  they  aU  decided  to  ride  home. 

Agjtthemer  irent  to  gire  orders  for  tbor  hones  to  be 
bnnigfat  TOUBd. 

"By  iiie  -way,  Cains,"  Tanno  asked,  "ho*  are  yon  going  to 
traTOl?" 

"On  horaeback,"  I  relied. 

*TPhy  not  in  yonr  carriage?"  he  qneried.  "I  ira«  hoping 
to  ride  with  yon  to  the  Tia  Salaria,  at  least,  nnlesB  jeat  roads 
jolt  a  caxriage  aa  badly  as  bearers  on  them  jolt  a  litter. 
Wha^B  VTOTig  vith  the  mpeiperfect  traTelling  carnage  of 
your  late  Uncle?" 

"1  have  lent  it,"  I  eri^ained,  "to  Marcos  MartinB,  t« 
travel  to  Rome  in  «ith  his  bride.  I  wrote  yon  of  hia  wodr 
diog.  He  has  jnst  married  my  nnde^s  freedwoman  Ifarcia. 
I  wrote  yon  abont  it."  '*^ 

*Tooh  I"  cried  Tanno,  "hov  shotild  I  remember  the  mar- ' 
riage  of  a  beedwoman  I  nerer  saw  vith  a  bmnpkin  I  never 
heard  of r 

"No  bnmpkin,"  cut  in  liains  Naepor.  'TNot  any  more 
of  a  bompkiii  than  I  or  any  of  the  rest  of  ns  hrae.  Yon  are 
too  bi^  and  mig^fy,  Opsitins.  It  is  tme  that  in  onr  conn* 
tryside  the  only  senatoia  are  Aemilina,  Veditia  and  Satronin^ 
and  that  in  onr  immediate  vicinity  Kimio  and  Hedolio 
are  the  only  proprietors  of  eqaeetrian  rank  but  we  com* 
moners  here  are  no  bnmjddns  or  clodboi^iera." 

"I  apcdogize,"  Tanno  spoke  condliatingly.  "Yon  are 
right  to  call  me  down.  We  Bomans  of  Borne  really  know  the 
worth  of  farmers  and  provincials  and  the  like.  But  we  are 
■0  need,  among  onrselvee,  to  thinking  of  Borne  ae  the  whole 
world,  that  onr  apeech  bdiea  onr  esteem  for  onr  equals.  I 
should  not  have  spoken  sa  Who  is  Marcns  Martins,  Caioa^ 
and  who  is  Marcia?" 

"Marcus  Martins,"  I  said,  "is  a  local  landovmer  like  the 
rest  of  ns.  He  wonld  have  been  ha«  to-nig^t  but  for  big 
recent  marriage  and  approaching  jonmey  to  Bome.  I  bavw 
alwajB  aaked  him  to  my  dinners." 
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'Then  how,  in  tha  name  of  Ops  Connva/'  ciuil  Tanno, 
"did  he  come  to  many  yonr  uncle's  fieedwoman?" 

"ThJB  time  I  agree  with  you,  Opsitittg,"  said  Iftspor. 
'^our  tone  of  acom  is  whollj  jastiiSed.  ManTing  freed- 
vomen  is  getting  far  too  common.  If  things  go  on  thil 
way  there  will  be  no  Roman  nobility  nor  gentry  nor  eren 
any  Boman  commonality;  jost  a  wiah-wash  of  coonteifeat 
Bomans,  nine-tenths  foreign  in  ancestry,  with  joet  enon^ 
of  8  dash  of  B<Hoan  blood  to  bequeath  them  our  woaknesses 
and  vices." 

"On  the  otber  hand,"  aaid  JorentiaB  Mnso,  *Srhile  agree- 
ing with  Naepor  as  to  the  propriely  of  the  tone,  I  object 
to  the  qaestitm.  Instead  of  asking  how  Martins  came  to 
marry  Mgrcia,  had  you  been  acqnainted  nith  the  recent 
[net  history  of  this  neighborhood,  OpsitinB,  you  would  have 
asked  how  most  of  tiie  rest  of  us  maiuged  to  escape  marrying 
her." 

"A  freedwoman  I"  cried  TannO. 

**A  most  unusual  freedwoman,"  Himio  asserted,  "aa  ahe 
was  almost  a  portent  as  a  slave-girL  Haven't  yott  ever 
heard  of  her,  Opsitius?" 

''We  Bomans,"  Tanno  bantered,  "are  lamratably  ignorant 
on  the  life-histories  of  brood-sows,  slaTe>girls,  |vize-heifen 
and  sQch-like  notabilities  of  Sabinnm." 

"She  is  no  Sabine,"  Himio  retorted,  "but,  as  far  as  the 
locality  of  her  birth  and  upbringing  goes,  is  as  Boman  aa 
jon  are.    Did  you  never  hear  of  tTmmidiiiB  Qnadratua  P' 

"Hush  I"  Tanno  breathed.  "I  hare  heard  of  the  man  yoa 
have  named,  heard  of  him  on  the  deaf  side  of  my  head,  as 
did  all  Bome.  But,  in  the  name  of  Minerva,  do  not  utter 
his  name.  It  is  best  forgotten.  Even  so  long  after  his  exe- 
cution and  80  far  from  Bome,  the  mention  of  the  name  of 
anyone  implicated  as  he  was  mi^t  have  most  unfortunate 
results," 

"Not  here  and  among  us,"  Himio  declared.  "The  point 
is  that  Qnadratus  had  a  eunuch  less  worthless  than  most 
•unuche.  He  became  a  very  clever  surgeon  and  jA^dan, 
and  endeared  himself  to  Quadratns  by  many  cures  among  his 
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ccnmtlesB  sIsTeti,  and  even  among  lus  km.  Qoadntiu  mode 
him  his  chief  fdiydcian  snd  trusted  him  utterly.  NatanJ^ 
he  let  him  set  up  an  eBtabUshment  of  his  own,  allowing  him 
to  select  a  location.  Hyacinthiu,  for  that  is  the  ennadi's 
name,  instead  of  choosing  for  a  home  any  one  of  8  Aoxea 
desirable  neighborhoods  well  within  his  means  with  the  lib- 
eral allowance  Quadrates  gave  him,  settled  in  a  pecoliarly 
vile  slum,  because,  as  he  said,  his  associates  mostly  lived 
there;  meaning  by  his  aasociatea  the  votaries  of  some  sort  of 
Syrian  cult,  chiefly  peddlers  and  such,  living  like  ants  ot 
maggots,  all  packed  together  in  the  rookeries  of  that  qoarter. 

'^yacinthns  was  not  only  a  member  of  their  sect,  but  their 
hieropfaant,  or  whatever  ihej  call  it,  and  presided  at  the 
ceremonies  of  ibeir  religion  at  their  little  temple  somewhere 
in  the  same  part  of  the  ciij. 

'^e  divided  his  energies  between  bis  calling  of  surgecm, 
at  which  he  [«asp«^  amazingly,  and  his  avocation  of  hiero* 
pbant 

"As  bead  of  tbwr  cult  it  fell  to  him  to  care  for  tiie 
orphans  of  their  poorer  families  and  for  foundlings,  for  ench 
Antics  never  expose  infants  or  &il  to  succor  exposed  in- 
fants. 

"Maida  was  a  foundling  and  bron^t  up  by  Hyacinthiu, 
therefore,  legally  a  slave  of  Quadratos. 

"Quadratns  saw  her  and  took  a  fancy  to  her.  He  had  her 
taught  not  only  dancing;  mosic  and  such  accompHshmenta, 
hut  had  her  educated  almost  as  if  she  had  been  his  niece  or 
dmnghter. 

"When  she  was  yet  but  a  half-grown  girl,  she  had  acquired 
Buch  a  hold  on  him  that  he  used  to  bewail  it.  What  was 
it  he  said,  Hedulio?" 

"I  have  heard  him  say  to  my  node,"  I  said,  "that  Marda 
was  as  impaions  as  if  she  were  Empress  and  that  living 
with  her  was  as  bad  as  being  married.  Qoadratos  vres  bom 
to  be  a  bachelor  and  never  thought  of  matrimony.  Bat 
tfaoogb  he  bad  solaced  himself  with  a  long  series  of  beantiea. 
in  all  prerions  cases  hie  vrord  had  been  law  and  not  one  ot 
hia  omcabiiuc  had  had  any  will  of  h6r  own.    Marcia's  word 
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VS8  lav  to  him,  even  her  tone  or  look.    Slie  hsd  %riieedled 

him  into  laviBhiiig  on  her  flovers,  perfumery,  jevels,  an 
incredibly  varied  and  coatly  trardrobe,  raaida,  masseuses, 
bathgixlB,  a  mob  of  vaiters,  cooks,  doorkeepers,  litter-beororB 
and  what  not  and  the  most  costly  equipages. 

"He  groaned,  bnt  was  too  infatuated  to  deny  her  voy- 
thing. 

"Uy  uncle  sympathized  with  him  and,  with  the  ide&  of 
disabusing  him  of  bis  folly,  somehow,  while  visiting  him,  asw 
Uarcio. 

"Uncle  at  once  fell  madly  in  lore  with  her. 

"He  offered  to  buy  her. 

"That  was  jnst  before  Qosdratiu  became  inTolved  in  the 
intrigues  radiating  from  Lucilla's  consjHracy,  was  impli- 
cated in  the  conspiracy  itself  and  so  disgraced  and  executed. 

*^arcia  seems  to  hare  had  some  prerieion  or  inkling  of 
what  was  coming.  Anyhow  she  could  not  have  acted  more 
for  her  own  interest  if  she  had  had  accurate  information  <^ 
what  was  impending.  She  cajoled  Uncle  into  buying  her 
and  coaxed  Quadratus  into  selling  her, 

"  Take  her,'  Quadratus  told  him,  'at  your  own  price.     If 
jou  don't  or  if  somebody  else  don't  free  me  from  this  Tam* 
pire,  I'll  be  fool  enough  to  manumit  her  and  many  her  as 
Boon  as  she  is  free !' 
-  "Uncle  brought  her  up  here. 

"^Did  she  wail  at  leaving  Borne  and  mourn  over  eeclusioD 
in  our  hills  P    fTot  she. 

"She  made  as  big  a  fool  of  Uncle  as  she  had  of  Quadratus. 

"He,  with  his  ill  health  and  his  frequent  illnesees,  got 
«■  much  satisfaction  out  of  If  arcia  as  "a  blind  man  would  get 
from  a  painting.  But  he  indulged  her  far  beyond  his  means. 
He  gave  her  the  little  west  villa  for  her  home,  and  a  small 
horde  of  servants.  She  wheedled  him  into  freeing  her  and 
then,  from  the  day  she  was  freed,  set  herself  to  marry  and 
marry  well  She  had  every  bachelor  and  widower  here- 
abouts visiting  her,  dangling  about  her,  competing  for  her 
■miles,  ahowering  gifts  on  her,  soliciting  her  fovorl 
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*When  tbey  found,  one  by  on^  that  the  only  road  to  hse 
fa,Ton  irae  by  matrimony,  tiiey  aheeied  off  is  terror,  one  t^ 
one. 

"She  nearly  married  Vedins  Caspo,  came  almoet  as  near 
with  Satronins  SabinoB, 

"Then,  when  ahe  aav  no  b(^  }ett  of  a  senator,  she  almoet 
landed  Himio,  tried  to  marry  Uncle,  and  tried  to  marry  me." 

"And  jnst  missed  all  thi«e,"  said  Himio,  fetrmtly.  "I 
am  still  equally  congratulating  myself  on  my  escape  and 
wondering  over  it.  1  ma  earn  Andirins  would  man?  har, 
Man  of  it  until  hia  last  illness  made  it  impossible.  And  I 
feared  for  onr  Hednlio  here. 

"The  only,  man  hereabouts  whom  she  did  not  try  to  marry 
was  Ducconins  Furfur.  She  had  made  eyes  at  his  father, 
and  Dnccoaine  was  {vecious  afraid  she  would  be  hia  step- 
mollier.  At  first  he  railed  at  her.  Then,  just  before  lua 
&ther*8  death,  it  wsa  manifest  .to  everybody  that  he  was 
yielding  to  her  fascinations,  himself.  Hardly  wag  old  Duo 
oonins  buried  when  young  Furfur  lost  his  head  completely 
and  fell  madly  in  love  with  Marda.  She  could  have  married 
him  easily;  jn  fact,  he  offered  marriage,  not  only  to  her  in 
private,  but  before  witnesses.  She,  for  some  reason,  would 
not  hear  of  marrying  him.  In  fact,  Forfnr,  it  seenu,  was 
the  only  bachdor  hereabouta  whom  she  was  unwilling  to 
marry.  She  fioated  him,  derided  bim,  and  finally  forbade 
him  her  house  and  ordered  him  never  to  dare  to  approadl 
her.    He  kept  away,  saU^  and  moroee  and  low-spirited. 

"After  that  episode  she  had  a  go  at  Muso,  the  only  oilier 
bachelor  among  us  seven. 

"Finally  ehe  fastened  on  Marcus  Martius,  who  is  not  quite 
08  ridi  08  Mnso,  but  yet  comfortebly  well  off.  She  married 
him  day  before  yesterday." 
,  "Thanks  be  to  Hercules,"  Tanno  cried,  "tiiat  I  have  never 
■et  eyea.on  the  jade.  I'm  for  matrimony  only  with  an  heiiv 
MS-  of  my  own  class  ond  only  with  such  an  heiress  as  I 
personally  fancy.    No  matrimony  for  me  otherwise." 

With  this  the  psr^  bri^  np.    We  all  weaii  out  on  the 
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terrace,  iiy  six  neighbon  mounted  and  canteicd  off  on 
their  vaiiona  roads  home ;  Tanno,  Himio  uid  I  vent  in  and 
to  bed. 


OHAPTEB  y 


NEXT  mommg  I  ma  irakened  by  a  dash  of  cold  mier 
over  me  and  sat  ap  in  bed  drij^ing  and  sngrj.  Tanno 
iras  bending  ovw  me. 

"I  had  to  eoiue  700,**  he  explained.  "Vv9  been  shaking 
7011  and  gelling  at  ]roa  and  you  gtayed  as  fast  asleep  aa 
before  I  touched  yon.    Get  np  and  let's  start  for  Home." 

We  enjoyed  a  brief  mbdown  and  after  Entedioa  joined 
us  each  relished  a  small  cup  of  mulled  wine  and  one  of 
Of  atulena's  delicious  little  hot,  crisp  rolls. 

In  the  east  courtyard  ve  found  our  equipages  and  I  d»< 
Bcried  my  t^uints  outside  the  gate,  all  horsed  and  each  muf- 
fled in  a  close  rain-cloak,  topped  off  by  a  big  umbrella  hat, 
its  wide  brim  dripping  all  round  its  edge,  for  the  weather 
ma  atrocious;  foggy  mist  blanketing  all  the  world  under  a 
gray  sky  from  which  descended  a  thin,  chilly  diiszle. 

Himio  waa  iospectiDg  Tanno's  litter  and  chatting  with 
Tanno  about  it. 

"Never  saw  one  with  poles  like  this,"  he  said.  "All  I 
hare  seen  bad  one  long  pole  on  each  side,  a  continuous  bar  of 
wood  from  end  to  end.  Whafs  the  idea  of  four  poles,  half 
poles  yon  might  call  them,  two  on  a  side?" 

"You  see,"  Tanno  explained.  "It  is  far  harder  to  gci 
sound,  flawless,  perfect  poles  full  length.  Then,  too,  full- 
length  spare  poles  are  Tery  botiiersome  and  inconvenient  to 
carry.  With  a  litter  equipped  in  this  fashion  one  man  can 
carry  a  spare  pole,  and  they  are  much  easier  and  qoicker  to 
put  in  if  a  pole  snaps." 

"I  should  think,"  Himio  remaned,  "that  tbe  half-poles 
would  pnll  out  of  the  sockets." 
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*^ot  a  bit,"  Mid  Ttimo,  "Qasy  damp  in  ftt  Uw  end,  tliii 
•wvf.  See?  The  damps  farten  itutantly  ind  release  at  a 
touch,  bat  hdi  tenacionBly  when  shut" 

Under  the  arcade  my  household  had  gathered  to  sa;  hit: 
well  and  wish  me  good  luck.  I  spoke  briefly  to  each  and 
thanked  Olatulena  for  her  distingoJahed  cookery,  both  in 
ZQBpect  to  the  credit  her  masterpieces  had  done  me  at  dinnef 
and  also  for  the  taste  of  her  rolls,  which  yet  lingered  in. 
Boouth  and  memory.  Tanno  also  eacittesBed  his  admiratuot 
of  her  powers. 

Last  I  said  faiewell  to  my  old  nnrse  and  foster  mother 
trtnria,  who,  wheaa  I  was  scarcdy  a  year  old,  had  closed  th* 
c^es  of  my  dyii^  mother,  and  not  mach  later  of  my  father, 
and  who  bad  not  merely  suckled  me,  but  had  been  almost 
aa  my  real  mother  to  me  in  my  childhood. 

Sha  conid  not  keep  back  her  tears,  sa  always  at  oar  part- 
ings; the  more  as  she  had  had  dreams  the  night  before  and 
she  took  her  dreams  very  seriously. 

"Deaiy,"  she  sobbed,  "it  has  hem  reveled  to  me  that  yon 
go  into  great  perils  when  you  set  out  to-day.  I  saw  danger 
all  about  you,  danger  from  men  and  danger  from  beasts. 
Beware  of  strangers,  of  narrow  streets,  of  walled  gardens, 
of  plots,  of  secret  conferences.  All  these  threaten  you  eq>e- 
dally." 

I  kissed  her  as  heartily  as  if  she  had  been  117  own  mother. 

"Dont  worry,  Uturia,"  I  said,  "aa  long  aa  I  live  111  take 
care  of  you  and  if  T  die  you  shall  be  a  free  itoman  with  a 
cottage  and  garden  and  three  slaves  of  yonr  own." 

But  she  only  sobbed  harder,  both  as  she  clung  to  me  and 
after  I  had  mounted. 

Tanno,  of  course,  rolled  into  his  litter  and  eUd  the  panels 
against  tie  rain.  His  hearers  were  muffled  up  precisely  like 
my  tcaiants.  So  was  Tanno's  intendant,  so  was  Himio,  so 
was  L  The  entire  caravan  was  a  mere  colunm  of  honee, 
cloaks  and  hats,  not  a  man  visihle,  all  the  faces  bid  unAet 
tiie  flapping  hai-brinu,  no  man  recognizable. 

Hiniio  and  I  led,  next  came  Tanno  in  his  litter,  then  hit 
■ctra  brazers,  next  his  intmdant  on  horaeback,  then  my  nins 
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tenaniB,  each  hoiaed  ^d  Icfldiog  a  paf^^mule,  imt  the 
monnted  aerruite,  Tanno's,  Himio's  oud-iniQe,  similarly 
leading  pack-moles,  in  all  tweoty-seveD  men  afoo^  aizteen 
moanted  and  twelve  led  moles. 

Ab  we  strong  oat  Tanno  called  to  iqe:    ' 

"Lock  fof  OB  if  we  don't  blonder  into  one  td  tboae  am- 
boshes  we  heard  aboot  at  dinner  last  ni^t  With  all  this 
cavalcade  everybody  ^re  meet  cannot  fail  to  conjectare  that 
M  large  a  puty  can  cmly  be  from  either  Villa  Vedia  or 
Villa  Satronia,  euch  an  escort  misbefito  anyone  not  of  sena- 
torial rank.  If  we  do  blonder  into  an  ambush  either  aide 
will  know  we  are  not  their  mem  and  will  assome  we  are  of 
the  other  party.  No  one  can  rect^nize  anybody  in  this  vet- 
weather  rig.  Any  ambosh  will  attack  fint  and  inveetigBte 
afterwards  or  not  at  all." 

Had  I  heeded  his  chance  words  I  might,  even  then,  hare 
aaved  myself.  But  while  my  ears  heard  him  my  wits  were 
deaf.    I  called  back: 

"There  are  no  amboshee.  Each  side  spread  soch  nmon 
to  discredit  the  other,  bnt  neither  so  moch  as  thinks  of 
ambosh.  If  Xantha  or  Greia  is  located,  the  clan  concerned 
for  het  freedom  will  gather  a  reacoe-party  and  there  may 
be  fight  over  her,  bat  there  are  no  ambashes." 

At  the  foot  of  my  road  Himio  and  I  tamed  to  oox  left; 
Tanno  from  his  litter  emitted  a  howl  of  protest. 

"Nothing,"  he  yelled,  SrilL  indoce  me  to  tnverse  that 
road  again.  I  told  yoa  ao.  Too  promised  to  take  the  other 
road.    What  do  yoo  meanp" 

"Don't  worry,  Opsitios,"  Himio  reaasored  him.  '^s 
iomed  instinctively  according  to  habit.  Too  shall  have  yoni 
way.     It  is  not  moch  farther  by  the  other  road." 

"Anyhow,"  I  added,  'llartios  is  not  in  eight.  He  wai 
to  have  been  here  before  na.  If  we  vent  this  way  we  shoold 
have  to  wait  for  him.  If  we  go  the  other  we  shall  most.  likely 
meet  him  at  the  fork  of  the  road." 

We  tomed  to  our  right  towards  Villa  Vedia  and  Vediam* 
nam.  Aboot  half  way  to  the  entrance  to  Villa  Vedia,  at 
the  top  of  the  hill  between  the  two  bridges,  the  rain  for  a 
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Wet  intoml  foiriy  cascaded  from  tite  Bky.  2>itiiiig  thia 
iesapsnrj  downponr,  u  we  splashed  along,  we  sav  loom 
<ntt  of  the  raio,  fog  and  mist  the  outline  of  what  might 
hsTe  beoi  an  eqaeHtrian  statoe,  but  v^iich,  as  ve  drev  np 
to  it,  ve  found  a  horse  and  rider,  statiooaiy  and  motionleas 
to  the  Bonth  of  the  n>ad,  on  a  tiny  knoll,  facing  the  road  and 
BO  close  to  it  that  I  might  hare  put  oat  my  ri^t  hand 
and  touched  the  horse^a  nose  aa  ire  paefled. 

Idk«  evoTose  in  our  oanmy  the  rider  was  ^ireloped  In 
a  lain-doak  and  his  head  and  face  hidden  under  a  iride- 
brimmed  nmbrella  hat.  He  sainted  as  I  came  abreast  of 
him,  bat  his  aalntation  iras  merely  a  perfnnctoiy  vave  oC 
a  lund,  ftQ  all-bat>imperceptible  nod  and  an  inarticnlata 
grant. 

I  barely  caught  a  glimpse  of  hia  face,  but  I  made  sore  he 
iras  no  one  I  had  ever  seen  before  and  eqnaily  snre  that  he 
ins  not  a  Sabine. 

When  Te  reached  the  entrance  of  Yilla  Yedia,  -wbich  mi 
also  the  crossroad  down  which  Marcos  Martins  and  his  bride 
nnst  come,  Hiae  was  no  sign  of  a  trarelling  carriage,  nor 
any  fresh  mts  in  the  road. 

We  halted  and  peered  into  the  mist.  Nothing  was  in  sight 
OD  flie  road,  bnt  there  was  a  stir  in  the  boshes  by  the  road- 
side. Out  of  them  appeared  a  bare  head,  with  a  shock  of 
tonakd,  matted,  rain-suked  gray  hair,  a  hatchet  iaae,  brow 
like  a  bare  skoU,  bleared  eyes,  far  apart  and  deepset  on 
either  side  of  a  sharp  hooked  nose  like  the  beak  of  a  bird 
of  prey,  hi^  cheddtones  under  the  thin,  diy,  tight-drawn 
■kin  above  the  annkrai  cheeks,  a  wide,  thin>lipped  mouth  and 
a  chin  like  a  ship's  prow.    The  rain  trickled  down  the  face. 

Up  it  lose,  till  there  was  visible  under  it  a  lean  stringy 
i>«ck,  a  tattered  garment,  and  the  outline  of  a  gaunt,  ema- 
ciated body,  that  of  a  tall,  spare,  half-starred  old  woman. 

I  recognised  the  Aendlian  Sibyl,  as  all  the  countryside 
called  her,  an  old  crone  who  had,  since  before  the  memory 
el  oor  oldest  patriarchs,  lived  in  a  cave  in  the  woods  tm  the 
Aemilian  Estate,  soppotted  by  the  gifts  doled  oot  to  hear 
ij  the  kindness,  respect  or  fear  of  the  slaves  and  peasantij 
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Irring  Deanat  her  abode,  for  she  had  a  local  r^ntation  tor 
magical  povera  is  the  way  of  spells  to  cure  or  corse,  charma 
lor  vealth  or  health,  love  philtree,  fortone-teUiog,  prophecy 
and  good  advice  on  all  aobjects  likely  to  cause  uocertain^ 
of  mind  In  farm-life. 

She  towered  ont  of  the  dripinng  shrubberies  and  pointed 
a  long  skinny  finger  at  me. 

'1'  knovr  yoa  onder  your  cloak  and  hat,  Hedulio/'  aha 
irfaeezed.  "Well  for  yoa  if  jonnger  folk  than  X  had  such 
ayes  in-  their  heads  as  I  have  in  my  spirit.  I  knoT  yon, 
Andivins  Etedulio.  Yoa  tnm  your  face  tdrarda  Beats,  but 
yoa  shall  never  see  Beate  this  day.  Yoa  mij^t  aa  veil 
take  the  road  to  Borne  and  be  done  vitfa  it,  for  to  B<ane 
yon  shall  go,  whether  you  will  or  not  Whether  you  vrill 
or  not,  whatever  road  your  feet  take,  you  will  find  it  leads 
yon  to  Bome,  whatever  ship  you  take,  no  matter  to  what  port 
ahe  steers,  will  lend  you  at  Home's  Wharf.  Tb^  say  all 
loads  lead  to  Borne.  'Far  yon,  ia  truth,  every  road  leads 
to  Borne,  whether  you  face  towards  Bome  or  away  fro^i  Bome. 

"Be  warned  I  Yield  to  your  fat«I  If  you  would  have 
luck,  go  to  Bome,  abide  in  Bome;  and  if  yon  must  leava 
Bome,  retnm  to  Bome. 

"And  hearken  to  n^  words,  let  them  siiik  deep  into  your 
mind,  remembn  them  and  heed  them;  beware  of  a  man 
with  a  hooked  nose,  beware  of  secret  conferences,  beware  tA 
plots,  walled  gardens,  beware  of  narrow  streets,  for  these  will 
be  your  undoing  I" 

Agathemer  bad  edged  his  horse  along  the  roadside  tha 
length  of  our  cavalcade  and  had  joined  me.  He  dis- 
mounted, strode  to  the  hag  and  held  out  his  hand  to  her, 
some  silver  pieces  on  its  palm,  saying ; 

"My  master  thanks  yon  for  your  warning  and  offers  yoa 
'ttiase  as  a  guerdon." 

"Greek  I"  she  scrKimed.  "I  warn  not  for  guerdons,  but  at 
the  behest  of  the  God  of  Prophecy.  B^^ne  With  your  diver  1 
Silver  I  scorn  and  gold  end  all  the  treasures  of  mankind'a 
folly  and  all  the  joys  of  mankind's  life^    I  am  the  Sibyl  I" 
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And  she  tramped  off  through  the  cncklicg  nnderbnuh  till 
tlie  tieee  hid  her  aod  the  noiae  of  her  going  died  away,  tiU 
she  was  so  far  off  that  we  heard  the  rain  drops  drip  from 
the  boughs  and  the  horses  fret  at  their  bits. 

So  at  a  Btandstill,  as  we  stared  expectantly  up  the  crosa- 
xoad,  we  saw  come  into  sight,  not  a  travelling  carriage,  but  a 
horeanan,  looming  huge  out  of  the  fog,  a  vast  bulk  of  ■ 
man  on  a  big  black  horee  like  a  fann  work-hotee. 

He  drew  rein  and  sainted  diilly,  tilting  up  his  hat  Hia 
face  was  mddy,  his  eyes  bine,  his  etpreaaion  that  of  a  moun- 
taineer from  a  village  or  small  town, 

"I  have  lost  my  way,"  he  said-  'V.j  name  la  Harmex 
Lncro.  I  come  from  Nersae  and  am  bound  for  Bome.  I 
was  told  of  a  short  cut  that  should  have  brought  me  out  on 
the  Salarian  Road  near  Trebnla.  But  I  must  have  taken  • 
wrong  turn,  for  I  was  wholly  at  a  loss  at  dusk  yesterday 
and  BO  camped  in  the  woods  by  a  spring.  I  have  not  met  a 
human  being  since  dayli^t.  Wbero  am  1  and  how  can  I 
reach  the  Via  Salaria^' 

"Yon  are  not  far  from  it,"  Himio  told  him.  "We  are 
bound  for  Borne  and  if  you  join  us  you  can  readi  the  Via 
Salaria  with  us  by  the  road  on  which  we  are  going.  Should 
yon  prefer  to  follow  the  road  along  -which  we  have  come,  which 
is  rou^,  but  leas  lonndabont,  you  can,  by  taking  every 
torn  to  the  right,  reatdi  the  Via  Salaria  some  miles  nearer 
Borne  than  where  our  road  will  bring  us  out  on  it" 

"111  join  your  cavalcade,  if  you  have  no  objectiim,''  the 
stranger  said. 

Himio  and  I  ezpreasad  our  mtiie  WillingQeaa  to  havo  hia 
«ompany. 

Himio  asked  him; 

"Are  you  in  any  way  related  to  Murmex  Pmgi?" 

"He  was  my  father,"  Murmex  replied,  eimply. 

"Was  I"  Himio  repeated.  "The  word  strikes  ominously  on 
my  ear.  Someone  from  this  neighborhood,  I  forget  who, 
vas  in  Nersae  since  the  roads  became  fit  for  txavelling  this 
spring  and  returned  from  there,  or  perhapa  some  w^brer 
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from  NosM  stopped  vitii  Bometme  heresbonta.  At  any  tate 
ire  heard  he  had  Been  Munnez  Frugi  atill  hale  and  eoond, 
eren  at  bis  adraQced  age." 

"My  father,"  said  Uarmez,  "vas  still  hale  and  soond  on 
the  Kalenda  of  Ifay  and  for  a  day  or  two  thereafter.  He 
fell  ill  with  a  cough  and  ferei,  and  died  after  only  tvo 
nigfata'  illnesB,  on  the  itTones  of  Hay,  barely  more  than  a 
month  ago." 

"He  lived  to  a  green  old  age,"  said  Himio^  "and  most 
have  enjoyed  every  moment  of  his  life." 

"He  seemed  to,"  said  Mmmez, 

"And  I  oonjectnr^"  I  put  in,  "that  he  was  prond  of  his 
eoa." 

"He  seemed  so,"  Murmez  admitted,  "bnt  he  vas  never  a 
tenth  as  prond  of  me  as  I  of  him." 

"It  ia  an  honor,"  I  said,  "to  be  the  son  of  the  greatest 
^diator  of  oor  fathers'  days,  of  the  man  esteemed  the  beet 
swordsman  Italy  ever  taw  live  ont  his  term  of  service  and 
live  to  retire  on  his  savings." 

"It  is,"  Ifnnnex  said,  as  simply  as  before. 

Here  we  were  ihterrapted  by  a  yell  from  Tanno,  as  he 
leaned  omt  of  his  litter. 

"Are  we  going  to  take  root  here,'*  he  bawled,  "lilce  Fhae- 
ihott'a  aiatera?  We  were  SDpposed  to  be  joomeTin^  to  Rome. 
We  appear  to  be  bound  for  Hades;  we  shall  certainly  reach 
it  if  we  continue  einking  into  your  Sabine  mud  1" 

"Martius  agreed  to  wait  for  mc^  if  I  was  late,"  I  shouted 
back  to  him.  "I  agreed  to  vrait  for  him;  I  keep  my  word. 
If  yon  choose,  we'll  get  out  of  your  vray  and  let  you  pass 
aa.    We  can  catoh  up  with  yoiu" 

"Sah  I"  he  roared,  '^o  going  it  alone  on  a  Sabine  road 
tor  me  1  I'm  tied  to  yon  hand  and  foot.  But  this  waiting 
in  the  rain  is  no  fun  I  Did  yon  notice  that  man  on  horse- 
back we  passed  on  the  road  ?' 

"I  did,"  I  called  back. 

"Do  yon  know  who  he  is?" 

"Never  set  eyee  on  him  before"  I  leidied. 

"Do  you  know  what  he  is  P" 
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"No,"  I  answered,  "I  do  not  What  U  he,  accoidingr  to 
joor  conjectHre?" 

"I'm  not  depending  on  any  conjectares,"  Tumo  bellawed. 
"I  know  to  a  ceitainiy." 

"Then  tell  na,"  I  called. 

**Not  herer  cried  Tanno.    TH  tell  yon  later." 

He  pulled  hie  bead  inside  his  litter 

We  again  etared  np  the  crossroad.  Nothing  was  in 
sight. 

"It  seems  to  me,"  Himio  again  addressed  Mnrmez,  "that 
not  only  yonr  father  was  a  Nersian,  bat  slao  Pacideianos  and 
that  I  have  heard  that  he  alao  was  liring  in  retirement  at 
Neraae." 

"He  is  yet,"  rqoined  Munnex,  laconically. 

"Then  you  know  him?"  Himio  queried. 

"My  mother,"  said  Murmex,  "is  his  sister." 

•Tonr  nncle !"  cried  Hirnio,  "son  to  one  of  the  two  great- 
est retired  gladiators  in  Italy,  nephew  to  the  other  I  LlTing 
in  the  same  town  with  them  I  Did  either  of  them  ever  teach 
you  anything  of  sword  playP' 

"Bofli  of  them,"  said  Munnex,  "tanght  me  everything 
they  knew  of  aword  'plty,  from  the  day  I  conid  hold  a  toy 
lath  sword.-" 

"Hercnles  1"  I  cried,  "and  what  did  they  say  of  your  fro- 
fidency  ?" 

"My  father  with  his  last  breath,"  said  Murmex  salemnly, 
"and  my  uncle  FacideianuB  as  he  bade  me  farewell,  told  me 
that  I  am  the  best  swordsman  alire." 

"Why  bav«  you  never,"  I  asked,  "tried  your  Inck  in  tba 
arena?" 

"My  fatiter  forbade  me,"  Murmex  explained.  "He  bade 
me  wait  He  trowed  a  grown  man  was  worth  tai  growing 
lads,  and  he  said  so  and  stuck  to  that.  On  his  death-bed 
be  told  me  I  was  almost  seasoned.  After  we  buried  him  I 
felt  I  could  abide  Nersae  no  longer.  Uncle  agreed  with  me 
that  I  had  best  follow  my  instincts.  I  fare  to  Rome  to  seek 
my  fortune  aa  a  swordiman  on  the  sand  in  the  amplu* 
theatroa." 
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'^ob  lum  fitllen  into  good  compim;/'  I  aaid,  'Har  I  can 
bring  you  at  once  to  the  Emperor'a  notice." 

**I  ehonld  be  most  gratefiil,"  said  If nrmez. 

At  that  instant  we  heard  an  halloo  from  the  road  and  nw 
a  horseman  a[^ear  oat  of  the  mist,  then  a  travelling  carriage 
behind  him.  It  was  Martins.  When  he  was  near  enou^  I 
coold  see  his  grave,  handsome,  mediocre  face  far  back  in  tho 
carriage,  and  beeide  it  Ifarcia's;  small,  delicate  ahell-pinlCf 
her  intense  blue  eyes  bri^t  even  in  that  blnrred  gloon^ 
daylight,  shining  cloee  together  ot«t  her  little  aquiline  nose. 

We  conferred  and  he  agreed  to  fall  in  behind  Tanno'a 
extra  bearers,  between  them  and  my  farmers,  Tanno's  inten- 
dant  getting  iu  front  of  the  litter  where  he  normally  b»- 


We  got  properly  into  Hns  as  arranged  and  plodded  on  down 
the  road. 

Jnst  ontside  of  Yediamnnm  was,  as  Tanno  had  related, 
the  village  idio^  gnarding  his  flocJc  of  goats.  He  mowed 
and  gibbered  at  ns  and  then  spoke  some  intelligible  words, 
as  be  occasionally  did. 

*1  know  yoa,  Hednlio,"  he  called.  'Ton  cant  hide  yonr- 
self  under  that  hat  nor  inside  that  raindoak.  I  know  yoo, 
Hednlio.  Bnt  nobody  bnt  an  idiot  would  ever  recognize  yon 
inside  that  rig  and  with  all  this  escort  I  know  yon,  yon 
aren't  Yedina  Vindei,  yon  aren't  Satronina  Safainns.  Yon'ro 
Andirins  Hednlio.  I  know  yon.  Btit  nobody  else  will  gnesa 
iriio  yon  are.    Nobody  else  around  here  is  an  idiot  1" 

Again,  as  with  Tuino's  utterance  when  we  were  leaving 
my  villa,  the  words  fell  on  my  ears  bnt  did  not  penetrate  to 
my  thinking  conscionsness.  Had  I  noted  what  I  heard,  had 
I  thought  instantaneonely  of  what  the  idiot* s  words  really 
signified,  I  might  even  tiien  have  saved  myself. 

We  plodded  on,  a  long  cavalcade  of  horaemnt  and  bevy 
of  men  afoot,  convoying  a  shut  litter  and  a  closed  travelling 
earriags. 

Bound  the  turn  of  the  road,  after  passing  the  idiot  and 
his  goats,  with  the  brawling  steeam  of  the  Bran  Brook,  nov 
fWoUoi  to  a  respectable  little  river,  on  our  left,  Vith  Un 
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mwdod  hills  rigmg  on  our  ri^t,  we  entered  the  long,  narroir 
grinding  smgla  street  of  Vediamnnm,  &  pared  lane  along  the 
doad-CTOwded  tall  stone  honsea  bnilt  agauurt  the  hillside  on 
&e  northeast,  with  the  stream  along  it  to  the  eonthweef^ 
and  hooBes  vedged  between  the  street  and  the  stream, 
brokenl;,  for  about  half  of  its  length,  with  open  intervals 
between. 

Aa  we  entered  the  village  I  aaw  ahead  on  ttie  etieet  not 
t  hnman  form,  saw  no  face  at  any  door  of  any  house.  I 
wondered  over  this,  wondered  nncomprehendingly.  I  had 
never  Been  tiie  street  of  Yediamnnm  wholly  deserted,  not  even 
in  rains  much  harder  than  that  which  descended  on  ns. 
Still  wondering,  still  nncomprehending,  when  we  were  far 
oioQ^  into  the  village  for  the  tra^Uing  carriage  to  be 
already  between  the  first  honaes,  I  saw  fall  across  the  road- 
way, in  front  of  me,  two  stoat  tranks  of  trimmed  trees, 
itriu^t  like  pine  trees ;  I  heard  the  crash  oa  they  jarred  on 
ttte  stones  of  the  stream-side  wall,  I  saw  them  quiver  oa  th^ 
settled;  breast  high  and  shonlder  high  from  bonse-wall  to 
honse-wall,  effectually  bloddng  the  highway. 

At  the  same  instant  there  soimded  a  chorus  of  ydla,  shonta, 
<allB,  cheers  and  commands ;  and  men  poured  oat  of  the  house 
doors,  out  of  the  alleys  between  the  housee,  up  the  river 
bank  in  the  unbuilt  intervals;  men  hatless  and  cloaklesa, 
dad  only  in  their  tunics,  men  with  dubs,  with  staffs,  with 
staves,  with  bludgeons,  with  cudgels,  men  yelling: 

"Greial  Qreial  Rescue  Oreial  Club  'em  I  Brain  'em  I 
Chase  'em  I  Vediua  forever  1  At  'em  boys  I  Mustard's  the 
wwd  [    Make  'em  run  I    Bescue  Pods  I" 

lley  dabbed  us.  They  dabbed  the  horses,  they  dubbed 
die  mules,  Ihey  clubbed  the  bearers  and  their  reliefs.  Tb^ 
give  ue  no  time  to  explain,  and  though  I  yelled  out  who  I 
was  and  who  was  with  me,  though  Himio  and  Tanno  and 
Ihrtius  yelled  similarly,  their  explanations  were  unheard 
in  the  hubbub  or  unheeded.  Also  our  effort  to  explain  was 
brief.  Swathed  as  we  were  in  oar  doaks  the  hot  gash  of 
rage  that  flamed  up  in  us  drove  as  instinctively  to  free  our 
mna  and  fight 
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Now  anyond  mi^t  suppose  that  it  wonld  be  an  es^ 
matter  for  Bome  eigfateen  hoTEemen  to  ride  down  and  acattn 
a  mob  of  Tarlets  afoot.  So  it  would  be  in  tiie  open,  when 
the  riders  were  twaie  of  the  attack  and  ready  to  meet  iL 
We  were  taken  vholly  by  enrprise  whereas  our  assailanta 
were  ready  and  ai^reed.  For  a  moment  it  looked  Jike  a  root 
for  ns,  onr  horses  and  mules  rearing  and  kicking,  our  whole 
caraTon  in  confusion,  jammed  togstiier  hi^ody-piggledy^ 
with  all  our  attackers  headed  for  the  caniags^  miBtaking 
Uarcia  for  Greia. 

Marda  never  screamed,  never  moTed^  aat  still  and  eiloit^ 
apparently  calm  and  placid. 

They  all  but  dragged  her  ont  of  the  carriage. 

In  fact  we  ahonld  indnbitably  have  been  frightfully  mauled 
and  Uarcia  carried  o£C  had  it  not  been  for  Muimez  and 
Tanno. 

At  first  onset  Tanno  had  yelled  ezpIanationB ;  but  almost 
with  his  first  yell  he  rolled  out  of  bis  Utter,  snatched  a  spare 
pole  from  a  relief,  and  with  it  laid  about  him ;  Munnez  did 
the  like.  The  two  of  than,  one  on  the  right  of  the  litter  and 
carriage,  the  other  on  the  left>  bore  the  whole  shock  of  our 
attacken^  first  rush  and  aloiw  delayed  it 

Somehow,  probably  by  Tanno'g  orders,  perhaps  by  their 
own  inetinctB,  the  reliefs  with  the  other  poles  handed  them 
to  Himio  and  me  as  we  dismoonted.  Three  of  the  clever 
blacks  caught  our  horses  and  Murmez's.  Others  detached 
the  poles  from  the  litter  and  the  four  biggest  bearers  seized 
them  and  used  them  vigoronsly. 

Thus,  actually  quicker  than  it  takes  to  tell  of  it,  ^^tt 
powerful,  skillful  and  justly  incensed  men  on  onr  side  were 
jdying  litter  poles  against  tiie  cudgels  of  our  attackers. 

I  was  severely  bmised  before  I  warmed  up  to  my  work ; 
when  I  did  warm  up  I  laid  a  man  flat  with  every  blow  of  the 
pole  I  wielded. 

When  my  adversaries  had  had  a  snfBcient  taste  of  my 
skill  to  cause  them  to  draw  away  from  me,  as  &r  as  they 
could  in  that  press  of  men,  horses  and  mules,  and  I  had 
cleared  a  apace  around  me,  I  looked  about. 
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AgBthemer,  light  built  as  he  wsa,  bsd  wrenched  a  bludgeon 
from  some  Vedias  and  was  wielding  it  not  inefFectnally. 

Hiraio  was  doing  his  part  in  the  fij^ting  like  a  g^iUenuai 
and  an  expert 

Bat  Mnrmex  and  Tsnno  chiefly  can^t  my  eye. 

It  WBB  wonderfol  to  eee  Tanno  fi^t.  Every  swing  of  his 
p<de  cracked  on  a  akolL  Men  fell  abont  him  by  tvoe  and 
tiireee,  one  on  the  other. 

If  Tanno  was  v<mderfal  Kunnex  was  marrelloaa.  Never 
had  I  seen  a  man  handle  a  staff  so  rapidly  and  effectively. 

'Bj  this  time  my  nine  tenants  were  afoot,  and  nncloaked. 
Now  a  Sabine  farmer,  afoot  or  horsed,  is  never  without  his 
trusty  staff  of  yew  or  belly  or  thorn.  These  the  nine  need 
to  admiration,  if  leaa  miracnloasly  than  Tanno  and  Mnrmex. 

Since  there  were  now  a  round  dozen  skilled  fencers  ply- 
ing their  staffs  on  oar  side,  and  foor  hnge  and  mighty 
Nubians  doing  their  best  (with  no  mean  skill  of  their  owUi 
either)  to  assist  ns,  we  soon  were  on  the  way  to  victoiy. 

The  remnant  of  onr  adversaries  still  on  their  feet  fled; 
fled  np  the  alleys  betwem  tiie  honses,  into  the  honses,  down 
the  bank  towards  the  stream  or  into  the  stream,  over  the 
barricade  of  the  twin  logs. 

That  barricade  made  it  impossible  f or  ns  to  go  on.  The 
number  of  m<ai  laid  low,  some  of  whom  were  reviving  from 
their  stunned  condition  and  crawling  or  staggenog  away 
from  under  the  hoofs  of  the  crazed  horses  and  mules,  made 
it  unthinkable  that  any  explanation  of  the  mistake  which 
had  led  to  the  fracas  could  be  possible,  or  if  possible,  that 
explanation  could  quench  the  fixes  of  animoai^  vrfiich  blazed 
in  the  breasta  of  all  o>ncemed. 

With  one  accord,  without  any  conference  or  the  exchange 
of  a  word,  onr  party  made  haste  to  escape  from  Yediamnum 
before  onr  sssailants  rallied  for  a  second  onset.  No  horse 
or  mule  was  hamstrung  or  lamed,  no  man  had  been  knocked 
senseless.  All  of  us  were  more  or  less  bruised  and  sore,  some 
wen  bleeding,  two  of  my  tenants  had  blood  pouring  from 
torn  scalps,  but  every  man,  horse  and  mule  was  fit  to  (ravel. 

Te  curled^  lifted,  dra^^  or  rolled  out  of  the  way  the 


8t  ANDIVIVS  HEDULIO 

disabled  Vediaiu  in  the  roadbed,  making  ave  Qwt  not 
one  wai  killed,  ve  wmehow  got  the  travelling  carriage  tamed 
round,  no  small  feat  in  that  narrow  space;  we  readjuated 
the  littei'poles,  Tanno  climbed  in,  Himio  and  Hurmex  and 
I  moonted,  Tanno's  extra  litter  bearers  led  m/  farmen^ 
horses  and  mules  and  we  set  ofE  on  our  retreat,  my  nine  ten- 
ants, even  with  two  of  them  half  scalped,  forming  a  rear- 
guard  of  entirely  competent  bludgeoners ;  certainly  they  must 
have  impressed  the  Yedians  as  adequate,  for  no  face  so  much 
as  shoiml  at  a  doorway  until  we  were  dear  of  the  rilloge 
and  my  tenants  remounted.  Then  came  a  few  derisive  yeUa 
after  us  as  the  mist  cut  off  oar  view  of  the  nearest  houses. 

We  made  haste,  you  may  be  sure.  Outside  of  the  village 
we  passed  the  idiot  and  his  goats.  He  mowed  and  grinned 
at  us,  but  uttered  no  word.  We  saw  no  other  human  figure 
till  we  had  passed  the  entrance  to  Villa  Vedia  and  felt  safer. 
XoT  did  we  pass  anyone  betweei  tliat  cross-road  and  the  foot 
of  my  road,  save  only  the  same  immobile  horseman  on  the 
same  knoU,  in  the  same  position,  and,  apparently,  at  precisely 
the  same  spot,  as  if  he  were  iodeed  an  equestrian  statue. 
Hie  salutation  was  as  curt  as  before. 

At  the  foot  of  my  road  we  held  a  coosnltation.  Himio 
advised  returning  to  my  villa  and  demanding  an  apology 
from  VediuB,  even  instituting  legal  proceedings  at  Heate  if 
he  did  not  moke  an  apology  and  enter  a  disclaimer.  But 
Tanno,  Usrtius  and  all  my  tenants,  even  t^e  two  with  cracked 
heads,  were  for  going  on,  and,  of  course,  Murmex,  who 
talked  as  if  he  had  been  a  member  of  our  company  from  the 
first 

"Hercules  be  good  to  me,^  Tanno  cried,  "to  get  out  of 
this  cursed  neighborhood  I  am  willing  even  to  face  tiie  hor- 
rors of  the  bit  of  road  I  suffered  on  as  I  came  up.  Let  us 
be  off  on  our  road  to  Borne." 

**Witb  all  my  heart,"  I  said,  '^ut  first  tell  me  who  or 
what  is  that  voiceless  and  moveless  horseman  we  passed  twice 
between  here  and  the  crossroads.    You  said  you  knew." 

"X  do  know,"  Tanno  grunted,  "and  I'm.  not  fool  enough  to 
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blurt  it  oat  on  a  coontTT  n»d,  either.  Let* »  be  off.  Attui- 
ttoD  1    Form  ranks  t    Beady  I    Forward  1    Uarch  I" 

Off  we  set,  ordering  our  caisvan  as  at  first,  except  that 
AgathemeT  rode  by  me,  with  Himio  and  Murmex  in  advance; 

We  plodded  down  the  muddy  road,  through  the  fine,  con- 
tinnooB  drizzle,  wrapped  in  our  cloaks,  all  the  world  about 
UB  helmed  in  fog,  mutt  and  rain,  the  trees  looming  binned 
and  gray-green  in  the  wet  air. 

Without  meeting  any  wayfarers,  with  little  talk  among 
otuselves,  we  had  passed  the  entrance  to  Villa  Satronia  and 
were  no  great  distance  from  the  Salarian  Highway,  when, 
where  the  road  traTersed  a  dense  bit  of  woodland,  the  trees 
of  which  met  oreiliead,  the  nnderbrosh  on  both  sides  of  the 
road  suddenly  rang  with  yells  and  was  allre  with  excited 
men. 

It  was  almost  the  duplicate  of  our  experience  in  Vediam- 
num,  save  that  our  assailants  were  mora  numerous  and 
shouted: 

"Xontiia,  Xontlia,  rescue  Xonthal" 

"Satronins  forever)  Eat  *em  alive,  boysl  Qet  Xanthal 
Oet  Xantha  I"  and  such  like  calls. 

This  tints  we  hod  an  infinitesimaUy  longer  warning,  as 
the  bushes  to  right  and  left  of  the  road  were  further  xput 
than  had  been  the  houses  lining  the  streets  of  ¥ediamnum; 
also  we  reacted  more  quickly  to  the  yells,  having  heard  the 
like  sadt  a  short  time  before. 

The  fight  was  fully  joined  all  along  the  line  and  was  raging 
with  no  advantage  for  either  side,  when  I  missed  a  parry 
and  knew  no  more. 

AfterwardB  I  was  told  that  I  fell  stunned  from  a  blow  on 
the  head  and  lay,  bleeding  not  only  from  a  terrific  scalp 
wound  but  also  from  a  dozen  other  abrasions,  until  the  fight 
was  over,  our  assailants  routed  and  completely  put  to  flight 
and  Tanno  with  the  rest  of  the  pursuers  returned  to  the 
travelling  carriage  and  litter  to  find  Uarcia,  pink  and  pretty 
and  placid,  seated  as  she  had  been  whoi  she  left  home,  and 
me,  weltering  in  a  pool  of  blood. 
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A  doaen  SationiuiB  la;  atanned.    Tumo  reckoned  im 
of  them  dead  men. 
'  I  was  the  only  man  serionaly  bort  mi  our  nde 

Agathemer  was  for  convojing  me  home. 

Tanno  hooted  at  the  idea,  expatiating  on  the  distance 
from  Beate  and  the  improbability  of  Bach  a  town  harboring 
a  competent  jdiysician,  on  the  number  of  excellent  enrgeone 
in  Bome,  on  the  adrisability  of  getting  me  out  of  the  loodity 
afflicted  with  our  Vedian-^tronian  fend,  and  eo  on. 

He  had  me  bandaged  as  best  mif^t  be  and  composed  in 
his  litter. 

He  took  my  borse. 

To  me  the  journey  to  Borne  vas  and  is  a  c<aDidete  blank. 
I  was  mostly  insensible,  and,  when  I  showed  signs  of  con- 
BciousnesB,  was  delirious.  I  recall  nothing  except  a  Tsgne 
sense  of  Aidless  pain,  misery  and  horror.  I  have  no  numory 
of  anything  that  occnned  on  the  road  after  I  was  hit  <m 
the  head,  nor  of  the  first  night  at  Yicos  Koms  nor  of  the 
second  at  Eretnm.  I  first  came  to  myself  about  the  tenth 
honr  of  the  third  day,  when  we  were  bnt  a  short  distance 
from  Bome  and  in  full  si^t  of  it. 

The  view  of  Bome,  from  any  ^nintrace  outside  the  city 
from  which  a  view  of  it  may  be  had,  has  has  always  seemed 
to  me  the  most  glorions  spectacle  npon  which  a  B^ian  may 
feast  his  eyes.  As  a  boy  my  tutors  had  yielded  to  my  im- 
portimities  and  had  escorted  me  to  every  one  of  those  eleva- 
tiona  near  the  city  famous  as  viewpoints.  As  a  lad  I  had 
ridden  out  to  each  many  times,  whenever  the  weathw  prom- 
ised a  fine  view,  to  delight  my  soul  with  the  aspect  of  the 
great  dty  citizenship  in  which  was  my  dearest  hmtage. 
To  have  been  bom  a  Soman  was  my  chief  pride;  to  gaze 
at  Bome,  to  exult  at  tiie  beauty  of  Some,  tras  my  keenest 
delight 

Here  even  than  the  acclaimed  viewpoints,  to  which  lesi- 
dents  like  me  and  visitors  from  all  the  world  fiocked  on  fine 
afternoons,  did  I  esteem  those  places  on  the  roads  radiating 
from  Bome  where  a  traveller  faring  Bomeward  caught  his 
first  sight  of  the  city;  or  those  points  where,  if  one  road 
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"bid  sereral  hill-creBts  in  snccession,  one  had  th»  beat  yUnr 
poMible  anywhere  along  the  road. 

Of  the  Tarioofl  roads  entering  Bome  it  alwajB  appeared 
to  my  judgment  that  the  Tiburtine  Highway  afforded  the 
most  charming  views  of  the  ciij. 

But,  along  the  Salarian  Highway,  are  several  riaes  at  the 
top  of  each  of  which  one  sees  a  fascinating  picture  when  look- 
ing towards  Bome.  Of  theee  my  favorite  was  that  from 
the  crest  of  the  ascent  after  one  crosses  the  Anio,  just  after 
passing  Antemme,  near  the  third  milestone. 

This  view  I  love  now  aa  I  have  always  loved  it,  as  I  loved 
it  when  a  boy.  To  halt  on  that  crest  of  the  road,  of  a  fair, 
still,  mild,  brilliant  afternoon  when  the  sun  is  already  vis- 
ibly declining  and  its  rays  fall  slanting  and  mellow ;  to  view 
the  great  city  bathed  in  the  warm,  even  light,  its  pinnacles, 
tower-roofs,  domes,  and  roof-tiles  flashing  and  sparkUng  in 
the  late  annshine,  all  of  it  radiant  with  the  magical  glow  of 
an  Italian  afternoon,  to  see  Bome  so  vast,  so  grandiose,  so 
majestic,  so  winsome,  bo  lovely;  to  know  that  one  owns  one's 
share  in  Bome,  that  one  is  part  of  Bome;  that,  I  conceive, 
confers  the  keenest  joy  of  which  the  human  heart  is  capable. 

It  so  happened  that  Tanno  had  his  litter  opoied,  that  I 
might  get  all  the  air  possible,  and  the  cnrtains  looped  back 
ti^tly.  Somehow,  at  the  very  crest  of  that  rise  on  the 
Salarian  Boad,  on  a  perfect  afternoon,  abont  the  tea&i  hoar, 
I  came  to  myself. 

I  was  aching  in  every  limb  and  joint,  I  was  sore  over 
every  inch  of  my  surface,  I  was  all  one  jelly  of  bruises,  my 
head  and  my  left  shin  hurt  me  acutely.  More  than  all  that 
I  was  permeated  by  that  nameless  horror  which  comes  from 
weakness  and  a  high  fever. 

Now  it  would  be  impossible  to  convey,  by  any  human 
words,  the  strangeness  of  my  soisations.  My  sufferings,  my 
illness,  my  distress  of  mind  enveloped  me  and  permeated  me 
with  a  general  miseiy  in  which  I  could  not  but  loathe  life, 
the  world  and  anything  I  saw,  and  I  saw  before  me  the  moat 
magnificent,  the  moet  noble,  the  most  inspiriting  si^^t  tin 
'World  affords. 
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At  the  instant  of  reviviog  I  wu  aremrhiUjaei  by  m;  «o- 
■Btioiu,  by  my  lecollections  of  the  two  fights  and  of  all  they 
meant  to  me  of  misfortune  and  diBoster,  and  I  was  more  than 
overwhelmed  by  the  glory  spread  before  me.  I  vent  all  hot 
and  cold  inside  and  all  through  me  and  lost  conscioosnesa. 

After  this  lapse  I  was  not  conscious  at  anything  nntil  1 
b^an  to  be  dimly  aware  that  I  was  in  my  own  bed  in  my 
own  bedroom  in  my  own  honse  and  tended  by  my  own  per- 
sonal  servants. 

Strangely  enough  this  second  awakening  was  as  different 
as  possible  from  my  momentary  revival  near  Antenmc 
Then  I  bad  been  appalled  by  the  meh  of  varying  sensations, 
crowding  memories,  conflicting  emotions  and  daunting  fore- 
bodings, each  of  which  seemed  as  distinct,  vivid  and  Weea 
as  every  other  of  the  uncountable  swarm  of  impressions:  I 
had  felt  acutely  and  cared  extremely.  Now  every  memory 
and  sensation  was  blurred,  no  thought  of  the  future  in- 
truded, I  accepted  without  internal  qaestionings  whatever 
was  done  for  me,  and  lay  semi-conscious,  incurious  and  in- 
different. Mostly  I  dosed  half-conscious.  I  was  almost  in 
a  stnpor,  at  peace  with  myself  and  all  the  world,  wretched^ 
yet  acquiescing  in  my  wretchedness,  not  rebellious  nor  recsl- 
citranL 

This  semi-stupor  gradually  wore  off,  my  half-consciousness 
between  long  sleeps  growing  less  and  less  blurred,  my  facul- 
ties more  alive,  my  personality  emerging. 

When  I  came  entirely  to  myself  I  found  Tanno  seated 
by  my  bed. 

"You're  all  right  now,  Caiua,"  he  said,  "I  have  kept  away 
till  Galen  said  you  were  well  enough  for  me  to  talk  to  yon." 

"Galen  7"  I  repeated,  "have  I  been  as  ill  as  all  that  ?" 

"Not  ill,"  Tanno  disclaimed,  "merely  bruised.  You  are 
certainly  a  portent  in  a  fi^t  I  never  saw  you  fi^t  before 
never  saw  you  practice  at  really  serious  fencing,  never  heard 
anybody  speak  of  you  as  an  expert,  oi  as  a  fighter.  But  I 
take  oath  I  never  saw  a  man  handle  a  stave  as  you  did.  Yoa 
were  quicker  than  lightning,  yon  seemed  in  ten  places  at 
onc^  yoa  were  as  reddess  as  a  Fury  and  as  effectual  as  s 
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iimndflTbolt  Yea  laid  m«ii  oat  b;  twoe  and  thnei.  But 
juomed  as  70U  weiB  in  &  pteea  of  enemies  70a  were  hit 
often  and  hard,  eo  oft^  and  so  haid  that,  after  jou  were 
downed  b;  a  blow  on  the  head,  yon  oerer  came  to  nntil  I  had 
JOB  whc^e  yon  are." 

'^es  I  did,"  I  protested,  "I  came  to  on  the  hilltop  this 
aide  of  Antemns." 

*^ot  e&ongh  to  tell  any  of  ns  about  it,"  he  soothed  me. 
"Anyhow,  you  are  mending  now  and  will  soon  be  yoaraelf." 

I  WHS  indifferent.     Ify  mind  was  not  yet  half  awake. 

"DiA  I  fi^t  as  well  as  you  say  ?"  I  asked,  "or  are  yon  flat- 
feringme?" 

*ITo  flattery,  my  boy,"  he  said.    *7oa  ftn  ft  pntHtt" 

Then  he  told  me  of  the  result  of  the  fight  with  the  Satn- 
nian^  at  their  complete  discomfiture  and  rout,  of  how  he 
had  brought  me  to  Home,  seen  me  properly  attoided  and 
looked  after  my  tenants. 

'They  are  having  the  best  time,"  he  said,  "tiiey  erer  bad 
in  all  their  livee." 

And  he  told  me  where  he  had  them  lodged  and  which 
ai^ta  of  Btone  they  had  ae^  from  day  to  day. 

"Just  as  soon  as  I  had  seen  to  you  and  them,"  he  said,  "I 
called  on  dear  old  Nemestronia  and  told  her  of  your  condi- 
tion. She  is  full  of  solicitude  for  you  and  will  overwhelm 
yon  with  dainties  as  soon  as  you  are  well  enough  to  relish 
any." 

He  did  not  mention  Yedia  and  I  was  still  too  dazed,  too 
numb,  too  weak,  too  acquiescent  to  ask  after  her,  or  even 
to  think  of  asking  after  her  or  to  notice  that  he  had  not 
mentioned  her. 

"While  I  was  talking  to  Nemestronia,"  Tanno  said,  '^ 
took  care  to  warn  her  about  that  cursed  leopard.  She  would 
not  agree  to  cage  it,  at  least  not  permanently.  She  did 
agree  to  cage  it  at  night  and  said  she  would  not  let  it  have 
the  run  of  her  palace  even  by  day,  as  it  has  since  she  first 
got  it,  but  would  keep  it  shut  up  in  the  shrubbery  garden,  as 
the  calls  it,  where  they  usually  feed  it  and  where  you  and  I 
hsve  seen  it  crawl  up  on  its  victims  and  pounce  on  them." 
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X  could  not  be  interested  in  leopards,  or  Kemestronia  or 
evea  in  VedU,  if  he  had  mentioned  V«dia.  I  fell  into  a  half 
doze.  Jost  on  the  point  of  goin^  fast  aBUep  I  half  roiued, 
qneerly  enon^. 

"CaiusI"  I  asked,  "do  you  remember  that  man  on  hors^ 
back  ire  passed  in  the  rain  between  mj  road  entrance  and 
Vediamnnm  P' 

*^oa  can  frager  joor  estate  I  remember  him  I"  Tanno 
replied. 

"What  sort  of  man  was  be?"  I  queried,  etra^ling  with  my 
tendency  to  sleep.     "Yon  said  yon  knew." 

"I  do  know,"  Tanno  aaeerted,  "I  cannot  idoitify  hii% 
though  I  have  questioned  those  who  shotdd  know  and  who 
are  safe.  I  should  know  bis  same,  but  I  oannot  recall  it  or 
place  him.  But  I  know  his  occupation.  He  is  a  professional 
informer  in  the  employ  of  the  palace  secret  service,  an  Im- 
perial spy. 

*^ow  what  in  the  name  <^  Mercury  was  he  doing  la  the 
rain  on  a  Sabine  roadside?    I  cannot  conjectnre." 

This  should  have  roused  me  storing  wide  awake. 

But  I  was  too  exhausted  to  take  any  normal  intcoest  in 
anything. 

"I  can't  conjecture  either,"  I  drawled  thickly. 


CHAPTEB  VI 

A.  KAXHBB  BAD  lUY 

NEXT  morning,  strangely  enou^,  I  wakened  at  my  nor- 
mal, habitual  time  for  wakening  when  in  town,  and 
wakened  feeling  weak  indeed  and  still  sore  in  places,  but  en- 
tirely myself  in  general  and  filled  with  a  sort  of  sham  energy 
and  epuriooB  vigor. 

By  me,  when  I  woke,  was  Occo,  my  soft-voiced,  noiselesa- 
footed,  deft-handed  personal  attendant.  At  my  bidding  be 
sammoned  Agatbemer.     When  I  told  him  that  I  propooed 
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to  get  -op,  drees  asd  go  out  as  I  Tianall;  did  vhea  in  Bom^ 
in  fact  that  I  int«ided  to  follow  the  conrentioual  and  faah- 
iooablo  daily  roatine  to  which  I  had  been  hahitnated,  he 
protested  Tigoronsly.  He  aaid  that  both  Celsianns  and 
Galen,  the  two  moet  acclaimed  physicians  in  Borne,  who  had 
been  called  in  in  consitltation  by  my  own  physician,  bat  also 
he  himself,  bad  enjoined  most  emphatically  that  I  most 
remain  abed  for  some  days  yet,  must  keep  indoors  for  many 
days  more,  if  I  was  to  continne  on  the  road  to  recovery  on 
which  their  ministrations  had  set  me,  and  that  all  three  had 
bidden  him  tell  me  that  any  transgre^ion  of  their  instrnc- 
tiona  wonid  ezpc^e  me  to  the  probability  of  a  relapse  ftx 
more  serious  than  my  initial  illness  and  to  a  far  longer 
period  of  inactivitr- 

X  was  determined  and  obstinate.  When  he  added  that  I 
mn«t  not  only  remain  quiet,  but  most  not  talk  for  any  length 
of  time  nor  concern  myself  with  any  news  or  any  matters 
likeJy  to  excite  me,  I  rerolted.  I  commanded  him  to  obey 
me  and  to  be  silent  as  to  the  physicIaDs'  orders. 

I  began  by  asking  him  what  day  it  was.  I  tJien  learned 
that  I  had  been  ill  fifteen  days  since  reaching  Borne,  for  I 
had  left  my  villa  on  the  eightii  day  before  the  Ides  of  Juno 
and  it  was  now  the  ninth  day  before  the  Kalends  of  July. 

Next  I  asked  after  my  tenants.  Agathemer  said  that  they 
had  most  dutifully  presented  themselves  each  morning  to 
nlate  me  and  attend  my  reception,  if  I  should  be  well  enough 
to  hold  one;  to  ask  after  my  progress  towards  recovery  if  I 
was  not;  that  Ligo  Atrior,  as  recognized  leader  among  them^ 
had  also  come  each  evening  between  bath-time  and  dinner- 
time to  ask  personally  after  my  condition;  that,  as  all  the 
physicians  had,  the  day  before,  stated  that  I  must  by  no 
means  be  allowed  to  see  anyone  save  Tanno  or  to  leave  my 
bedroom,  for  some  days,  he  had  told  Ligo  the  eveniug  before 
not  to  dimiziish  his  and  his  fellows'  time  for  sight-seeing 
by  coming  on  this  particular  morning;  that  Ligo  had  ex- 
pressed his  nnalterablc  intention  of  coming  each  evening  in 
any  caae. 

I  commended  Agathemer's  discretion  but  told  him  to  teQ 
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IdgD,  when  he  came  is  the  afternoon,  Qiat  I  intended  to  hold 
■  reception  next  monusg  and  vanted  to  see  all  nine  of  them 
at  it 

I  then  aeked  about  Murmex.  Agath^ner  eaid  that  Tanno 
had  offered  to  bring  him  to  the  Emperor'fl  notice,  but  tiiat 
Mnrmex  bad  declined,  thanking  him,  but  remaiMng  that, 
as  I  had  offered  to  bring  Mm  to  the  Emperor's  notice  it 
Ironld  be  bad  manners  on  his  part  to  appear  under  the  coun- 
tenance of  any  other  patron  and  would  moreorer  be  inviting 
had  lack  instead  of  good  luck  on  his  preeentation. 

Agathemer  said  Uurmen  bad  called  twice  to  ask  after  me 
and  had  told  him  where  he  lodged.  I  instructed  him  to  ap- 
prise Hurmez  of  my  intention  to  hold  a  morning  reception.  I 
knew  Agathemer  would  send  out  notifications  to  all  my  ci^ 
clients  of  long  standing  witbont  any  admonition  of  mine. 

H«  told  me  that  no  message  of  any  kind  had  come  fnan 
Yedia  nor  from  Yedius  Yedianus,  the  head  of  her  clan,  nor 
from  Satronius  Satro.  I  could  not  conjecture  jnst  why 
Yedia  bad  remained  silent,  and  I  was  not  only  worried  orer 
the  fact  of  her  silence  and  aloofness,  but  felt  myself  wearied, 
eren  after  a  very  short  time,  by  the  uncontrollable  turmral 
of  my  mind,  puzzling  as  to  why  she  had  ignored  me. 

As  to  Yedius  and  Sationius,  I  was  rividly  aware  of  their 
state  of  mind  and  acutely  wretched  over  it 

Only  nineteen  days  before  I  had  seen  my  triclinium  walled 
and  floored  with  flowers  presented  by  the  local  leader  of  one 
clan;  bad  seen  my  dinner  table  groan  under  the  fruit  sent 
me  by  the  local  leader  of  the  other  clan,  had  known  that 
both  dans  were  competing  for  my  favor  and  that  I  was  high 
in  the  good  graces  of  each. 

Kow  I  felt  that  all  men  of  both  clans  must  be  bitterly 
incensed  with  me,  for  I  knew  their  clan-pride.  No  man 
of  either  dan  woidd  weigh  the  facta :  that  neither  fight  had 
been  of  my  seeking;  that  both  fights  had  been  forced  on  me; 
that  I  could  not  by  any  exercise  of  ingenuity  have  avoided 
either,  once  the  onset  iagux ;  that  each  had  be^i  the  result 
of  the  headlong  impetuosity  and  self-deception  of  my  assail- 
ant^ iJiat  both  were  the  outcome  of  conditions  which  I  could 
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not  Iw  expected  to  recogiiize  as  dangeroos  beforehand,  oi  • 
miatake  not  of  mj  causing,  for  vhich  I  vas  in  no  my  to 
blame.  I  taev  that  eyerj  man  of  botli  clans,  and  most  of 
all  the  head  of  each  clan,  irould  consider  nothing  except  that 
I  had  participated  in  a  Toadside  brawl  in  irhich  men  of  their 
dan  had  been  rong^y  handled,  some  of  them  b;  me  per- 
Bonally,  and  from  vMch  &ea  men  had  fled  in  confusion, 
routed  partly  hj  my  participation. 

I  saw  myself  embroiled  with  both  clans,  conjectured  that 
the  two  fif^ts  were  the  staple  of  the  clan  gossip  on  both 
aidee,  and  that  animosity  against  me  was  inereasiDg  from 
day  to  day.  I  felt  impelled  to  state  my  case  to  both  Vedioa 
and  Satrouins,  bnt  I  knew  that  even  if  I  had  been  in  the 
best  of  health,  even  if  I  should  be  eloquent  b^und  my  best 
pieriooB  effort^  there  was  little  or  no  chance  that  anything 
I  might  say  would  avail  to  placate  eiUier  magnate  or  to 
abate  either's  hostility  toward  me.  And  I  knew  that,  in  my 
dazed  condition,  the  chances  were  IJut  I  would  bungle  thv 
simplest  mental  task. 

Tet  I  formed  the  purpose  of  attempting,  that  very  morn- 
ing, to  see  both  Sstronina  and  Yedlns,  and  of  attempting,  if 
I  waa  admitted  to  either,  to  convince  him  that  he  had  no 
reason  to  be  incensed  with  me,  bat  that  he  should  rather 
be  incensed  against  my  assailanta :  an  aim  impossible  of  at* 
tainment,  as  I  knew,  but  would  not  admit  to  myself. 

Aa  I  was  to  have  no  reception  that  morning  I  lay  abed 
a  while  longer,  at  Agatbemer's  earnest  solicitation. 

Little  good  it  did  me.  In  my  mind,  behind  my  shat 
eyelids,  I  rehearsed  the  unfortunate  occurrences  on  the  road, 
I  groped  back  to  their  causes. 

I  conid  see  that  Tanno's  jesting  replies  to  the  Satroniana 
he  had  met  on  the  road  had  given  them  the  idea  that  Xantha 
was  being  conveyed,  in  a  shut  litter,  to  Villa  Vedia:  sim- 
ilarly his  quizzical  words  to  the  Vedians  he  had  met  had. 
given  them  a  similar  notion  that  Oreia  was  being  smuggled 
bdiind  slid  panels  and  drawn  curtains,  to  Villa  Satronia. 

The  men  of  each  side  had  spread  their  conjecture  among 
their  clanamen.    Each  side  had  made  the  forecast  It>x4  the 
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abdacton  vonld  try  to  carry  off  their  prize  to  Borne:  each 
liad  calcol&ted  that  the  otber  Bide  would  try  to  fool  them, 
that  they  voald  not  trarel  the  obrioiiB  n«d,  but  try  to 
«8cape  by  boldly  foUoiring  the  route  least  to  be  expected.  So 
the  Vedians  ittferred  that  the  Satroniaos,  instead  of  taldng 
their  direct  road  to  the  Salarian  Highway,  would  expect  an 
ambndi  along  it  and  would  try  to  sneak  through  Yediam- 
nma.  Therefore  they  were  in  ambush  at  Vediamunni. 
Similarly  and  for  similar  reasons  the  Satroniana  were  in 
ambush  below  their  road  entrance,  calculating  that  the 
Vedians  would  pasB  that  way. 

I  had  blundered  on  both  amboshes  in  snccenioo. 

I  lay,  eyes  dosed,  raging  at  my  lack  of  foresight  and  at 
my  hideous  bad  hick. 

When  Agathemer  knew  that  I  could  not  be  kept  longer 
abed  he  brought  me  a  cup  of  delicious  hot  mulled  wine  and 
a  loU  almost  as  well-flarored  as  Ofatolena's,  for  my  town 
«ook  was  fit  for  a  senator'a  kitchen.  I  lay  still  a  while 
longer, 

f^'hen  I  etood  up  I  felt  dizzy  and  faint,  but  I  was  lesolTed 
and  stiibbom.  Besides,  I  craved  fresh  air  and  thought  that 
an  airing  would  revive  me.  In  facf^  once  out  of  doors  and 
in  my  litter,  with  all  Unole's  sliding  panels  open,  I  felt  very 
much  better.  I  told  my  besiers  to  take  me  to  the  Yedian 
manaicm. 

There  the  doorkeeper,  indeed,  stared,  snd  the  footmen 
nudged  each  other,  but  I  was  received  civilly  and  was  shown 
into  the  atrium,  which  I  found  crowded  with  the  clan  clients 
and  with  gentlemen  like  myself. 

The  atrium  of  the  Vedian  mansion  had  kept,  by  femily 
tradition,  a  sort  of  affectation  of  old-fashioned  plainness. 
It  was  indeed  lined  with  expensive  marbles,  but  it  was  far 
soberer  in  coloring,  far  simpler  in  every  detail,  than  most 
atriums  of  similar  houses.  Instead  of  striving  for  an  effect 
of  opulent  gorgeousness  by  every  deriee  of  material,  color 
and  decoration,  the  heads  of  the  Yedian  family  had  ex- 
pressed, iu  their  atrium,  Uieir  colt  of  {wimitive  simpUci^. 
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Compaicd  wiQi  otbere  of  the  hooMB  of  Beoators  their  atriniiL 
i^^teared  bare  and  bleak. 

Hia  gnests  ga2ed  at  me  cnriouBly  as  I  adTanced  to  gnafe 
our  hoBt 

Yediiu,  the  BmaUest  man  is  the  thnmg,  Btood  blinkii); 
at  me  viih  his  red  eyelide,  his  bald  head  ahining  from  ita  top 
to  the  thin  fringe  of  reddish  hair  above  his  big  flaring  eaiSr 
his  smaU  wizraed  face  all  screwed  up  into  a  knot,  his  thin, 
lips  pursed,  his  little  ferret  eyes,  close-set  Sigainst  hie  mean^ 
miserly  nose,  peering  at  me  under  their  blinking  red  lidg. 

His  ezpresBion  was  malign  and  sneering,  his  tone  sarcas* 
tic,  but  his  mere  words  were  not  diaconrteona. 

*^  am  delighted  to  see  yon,  Andivins,"  he  said,  "and  verj 
moch  amazed  to  see  yon  here. 

"I  have  he&i  told  that  on  the  eighth  day  before  the  IdeSr 
yon  entered  Yediainnnm  early  of  a  rainy  morning,  with  an. 
escort  so  nnmerons  that  none  oonld  hard  conjectnzed  that 
the  cavakade  inu  yonrs;  that,  when  three  or  fonr  c^  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Tillsga  accosted  yon  civilly  and  asked 
wiio  70a  were  and  where  yon  were  going,  your  men,  with- 
out any  reply,  fell  on  them  and  beat  them  nnmercifully ; 
fliat,  when  the  popolation  of  Yediamnnm  mshed  to  the  as- 
sistance of  their  fellows,  yonr  convoy  set  npwi  them  and 
started  a  pitched  battle,  mishandling  them  so  frightfully 
that  the  street  was  strevrn  with  stunned  and  bleeding  vil- 
lagers; that  you  not  only  participated  in  the  affray,  but' 
fomaited  it  and  led  it;  that  the  two  mOi  who  hare  since 
died,  fell  under  blows  from  your  own  quarter-staff. 

*^ow,  the  fact  that  I  see  you  here  leads  me  to  conjecture 
that,  after  the  occorreBces  which  I  have  rehearsed,  you  would 
not  have  presented  yourself  before  me  end  come  to  salute 
me,  had  you  not  had  scmie  version  of  these  events  other  than 
that  imiformly  reported  to  me.  If  you  have  any  version 
differing  from  those  which  I  have  heard,  speak ;  we  listen." 

I  had  be^nn  to  feel  dizssy  and  faint  just  as  soon  as  I  was 
indoors,  I  seemed  dazed  and  as  if  my  Acuities  wae  numb;. 
It  his  ircmical  mock-courtesy  I  felt  myself  hot  and  cold 
>U  orer.     Y^  I  easayed  to  state  117  side  of  the  case. 
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I  •zpUined  all  the  ciroiiiiutuiGeB,  narrated  Tanno'fl  nnex- 
-pected  arriTal,  hia  quizzical  baDtering  of  the  peTsona  whom 
he  encountered  on  tiie  road>  my  tmants*  petition,  my  agree- 
xnent  with  Uarcus  Martins,  the  accretion  of  Himio  and 
Unrmex  to  onr  party,  TanWa  insistence  on  reaching  the 
Salarian  Highway  throogh  "Vediamanm,  and  all  the  other 
trivial  factors  which  had  conspired  to  my  undoing;  I  d»- 
•cribed  the  affray  in  Yedianmnm,  boUi  aa  I  had  seen  it  and 
•a  Tanno  and  Agathoner  had  told  me  of  it;  similarly  the 
"fight  below  Tilla  Satronia.  I  thought  I  wis  ladd  and  con- 
Tindng. 

When  I  paused  Tedins  leered  at  me. 

''Andirin^"  he  said,  "I  am  not  snoh  a  fool  aa  yoa  tain 
me  for.  I  am  not  in  any  way  deceired  by  all  that  rigmarolek 
I  see  tiurongh  yoa  and  your  words  as  I  saw  through  your  ac* 
tions.  I  comprehend  perfectly  that  yoa  cozmived  with  the 
Satronians  to  entice  my  people  into  a  roadside  brawl  to  dis- 
credit our  clan.  I  understand  how  ingenionsly  yoa  made 
•11  your  arrangemestB,  even  to  concocting  a  sham  fi^t  with 
the  Satronians  to  enable  yon  to  put  forward  tiw  excuses 
you  haTe  offered. 

"Tour  plans  miscarried  at  only  two  points:  yoa  did  not 
mean  to  leave  any  coipaes,  yet  you  caused  the  deaths  of  two 
<if  my  retainers;  you  did  not  mean  to  suffer  anything  your- 
etH,  yet  in  your  sham  fight  you  were  accidentally  hit  on  the 
head. 

"Blows  aa  the  head  oftm  unsettle  the  intellect.  I  take 
tiiat  into  consideration  in  dealing  with  you.  If  yoa  go  home 
now  and  recovw  from  your  injury  your  mind  will  dear. 
Then  you  will  have  wit  enou^  to  decide  how  soon  and  bow 
often  it  will  be  adrisafale  for  you  to  return  here  I" 

Bis  labored  sarcasm  was  entirdy  intelligible.  I  bade  him 
iarewell  as  ceremoniously  aa  I  conld  manage. 

He  silkily  said: 

"I  hare  a  bit  of  parting  adrice  for  you,  Andinns.  The 
climate  of  Bruttium  is  far  better  than  that  of  Borne  or 
Sabinum  in  promoting  a  recovery  from  any  sort  of  illness; 
it  ia  also  far  more  condnciTe  to  long  lifa^    If  yoa  an  win 
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Boom  'will  not  ne  jon  linger  hen,  nor  will  eitlur  Stbinvm 
ur  Boms  Me  yon  retniu;  a  word  to  the  irise  is  enoagh." 

Somdiow  I  reached  my  litter.  I  understood  his  implied 
tiucat  and  tiv  Andkei  d^cvltifle  and  perils  oonfronting  me. 

At  the-  Satronian  maniion  the  lackers  were  insolent  and 
it  needed  all  Agatbemer's  tact  and  self-control,  and  all  mins 
to  browbeat  th«ni  into  admitting  me; 

A*  much  as  possible  in  contrast  with  the  Tedion  atrium 
was  the  Satronian  atrium,  a  hall  decorated  as  gorgeously* 
floridly  and  opulently  aa  any  in  Bome;  fairly  walled  wiUi 
statues  almost  jostling  in  their  nichea,  so  closely  were  the 
niches  set;  and  all  behind,  between  and  abore  tbean.  ablaze 
with  crimson  and  ottering  with  gilding;  every  inch  of 
walla  and  ceiling  carved,  colored,  ^ded  and  glowing. 

Satronina  was  similarly  in  contrast  with  Vedina,  a  man 
tall,  bulky,  swarthy,  rubicund  and  overbearing. 

No  finesse  about  Satronius,  not  a  trace. 

From  amid  his  bevy  of  sycophants  and  toadies,  over  QtB 
heads  of  his  fashionably  gaii>ed  guests,  he  towered,  his  fac« 
red  aa  a  beacon,  his  big  bullet  head  wagging,  his  great  month 
opai. 

Ha  roared  at  me: 

"What  brings  you  here,  with  your  hands  red  with  tho  blood 
vt  three  of  my  henchmen?  JHo  Qreek  can  outdo  you  in 
effrontery,  Andivim.  You  are  the  shame  of  our  oobili^. 
To  force  your  way  into  my  morning  reception  after  having 
killed  three  of  my  men  in  an  onprovoked  assault  on  thcoit 
en  the  open  road  on  my  own  land  I'* 

I  kept  my  temper  and  somehow  kept  my  head  dear,  though 
it  boszed,  and  I  kept  my  feet  though  I  seemed  to  myself  to 
neL  I  Kpoke  up  lor  myself  boldly  and,  I  thought,  expounded 
the  drcumstances  and  my  version  of  the  brawls  even  better 
than  I  had  to  Vedius. 

To  my  amazement  Sstronins,  in  more  brutal  language,  all 
but  duplicated  what  Yedius  had  said  to  me,  only  reversing 
the  clan  names.  He  was  convinced  that  I  had  assaulted 
his  men  by  prearrangement  with  the  Tedians,  after  a  mock 
fight  with  them  at  Vedianmum. 
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I  saw  I  ma  acoomp^Aing  nothing  and  eademToftd  to  oft- 
CApe  after  a  formal  farewelL 

SatnmioB  roarsd  after  me: 

*^oa  left  three  corpses  on  the  roadwa;  below  my  villa. 
FU  not  forget  ihtaa  nor  irill  any  man  of  my  name.  If  yoQ 
hare  sense  yon'U  keep  away  from  Sabmnm,  you'll  get  out 
of  Bome,  you'll  hide  yonreelf  far  away.  My  men  have  long 
memoiiefl  and  lueea  eyes.  There'll  be  another  corpse  found 
wmewhere  by  and  by  and  the  score  paid  off." 

I  laughed  mirthlesaly  to  mys^  as  I  climbed  into  my  lit- 
ter. I  had,  in  fact,  embroilKl  myedf  hopelessly  with  both 
sides  of  the  feud. 

Thai  my  m^i  carried  me  to  the  Palace; 

The  enormoosness  and  magnificence  of  the  great  public 
thrcme-room  had  always  ovenrhelmed  me  with  a  aKue  of  n^ 
own  insignificance.  On  that  moming,  chagrined  at  my 
reception  by  Yedius  and  Satronins,  w«il^  ill  and  tottraing 
on  my  feet,  needing  all  my  will  power  to  stand  steadily  and 
not  reel,  with  my  head  bnzzing  and  my  ears  humming,  f  eding 
large  and  light  and  queer,  I  was  abased  and  crashed  by  the 
Tastnees  and  hugeness  of  the  room  and  by  the  uncountable 
crowd  which  thronged  it 

Necessarily  I  was  kept  standing  a  long  time  in  the  press, 
and,  in  my  weakened  ccmdition,  I  found  my  toga  more  than 
naually  a  harden,  which  is  saying  a  great  desL 

I  sappose  the  toga  was  a  natural  enouj^  garment  for  onr 
anceators,  who  practically  wore  nothing  else,  as  their  tunics 
were  short  and  light.  But  once  we  have  adopted  and  even 
developed  foreign  fsahions  in  attire,  we  are  snffidentl;  clad 
without  any  toga  at  alL  To  have  to  conceal  one's  becoming 
clothes  under  a  toga,  on  all  state  and  official  occasions,  ia 
irritating  to  any  well-dressed  man  even  in  the  coldest  weather, 
when  the  wei^t  of  the  toga  is  unnoticed,  since  its  warmth  is 
grateful 

But  to  have  to  stew  in  a  toga  in  July,  when  the  lightest 
clothing  is  none  too  light,  is  a  positive  affliction,  even  out  of 
4oor8  on  a  breezy  day.  Indoors,  in  stdll  and  muggy  weather, 
when  one  is  jammed  in  a  throng  for  an  hour  (tr  two,  a  togs 
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■  u  inBtnuneat  of  tortnrc.  Yet  togaa  we  miut  max 
at  ftU  public  fnnctioiu,  uid  thou^  ve  rage  ai  tbe  inflictuHi 
tnd  wonder  at  the  qoeeumB  of  the  fata  which  has,  b;  moe 
force  of  tTaditi(mal  &shioii,  condemned  ns  to  snch  uncon- 
■dtniaUB  sulEerisgEi,  jet  no  one  can  denee  any  means  of 
breaking  with  our  hereditary  social  oonrentiooB  in  attire. 
Therefore  we  continae  to  gaSor  thongh  we  raiL 

If  a  t(^  is  a  misery  to  a  strong,  well  man,  conceive  of  tha 
sgtmies  I  suffered  in  my  weakened  state,  when  I  needed  rest 
and  fresh  air,  and  had  to  stand,  sniqurting  that  load  of 
garments,  the  sweat  soaking  my  inner  tonit^  Minting  front 
exhanstion  and  heat. 

I  somewhat  revived  when  Taano  edged  hie  way  ihroo^ 
ihe  crowd  and  stood  by  me.  We  talked  of  my  health,  be  re- 
bnking  me  for  my  rashness  in  coming  ont  so  soon,  I  jn^itea^ 
ing  that  I  was  plen^  well  enough  and  feeling  better  for  n^ 
on  ting. 

There  we  stood  an  honr  or  more,  rery  nnoomfortabl^ 
Tanno  making  conversation  to  keep  me  cheerfoL 

I  needed  bis  companiouBhip  and  the  atmoq^iere  he  dif- 
fused. For  in  addition  to  my  illness  and  the  drcnmstances 
I  have  described,  I  suffered  from  tbe  prozimitf  ot  Talponioi 
Palto,  my  only  oiemy  among  my  acquaintances  in  the  City. 
I  bad  seen  bun  onix  already  that  morning,  in  tbe  Yedian 
strinm,  where  he  bad  stood  beside  Yedins  Vedionoa,  tower- 
ing over  bis  diminutive  host,  for  he  was  a  very  tall  man. 
Now,  in  the  Imperial  Audience  Hall,  he  was  olnxnt  a  foil 
bead  taller  than  any  man  in  the  press  about  him,  so  tbat 
I  could  not  but  be  aware  of  his  satirical  gaze. 

He  was  a  singularly  handsome  man,  anrpasaed  by  few 
among  our  nobility,  and  I  bad  remarked  bow  be  dwarfed 
Yedins,  how  he  mode  him  appear  stunted  and  contemptible^ 
He  had  a  head  well  sh^>ed  and  well  set,  early  brown  hair, 
fine  and  abundant,  a  high  forehead,  wide-^et  dark  bloe  eyes, 
a  chisded  nose,  a  perfect  month  and  a  fine,  rounded  chin. 
His  neck  waa  tiie  envy  of  half  our  moBt  beautiful  women. 
Hie  carriage  was  noUe  and  he  always  bwked  a  very  di»- 
tingoifibed  man. 
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I  ooold  never  divine  why  he  hated  me,  but  lute  me  he  had 
liom  <mr  earlieet  encoimterB.  He  derided  me,  maligned  me 
and  had  often  thwHrted  me  from,  uppanmHj,  mere  q»tefal- 
neao. 

Aa  I  knev  his  evil  gaze  on  me  I  now,  in  mf  weakened 
DonditioD,  somehow  felt  miable  to  bear  it. 

Tet  I  was  somewhat  buoyed  up,  as  I  stood  ther^  by  a  recur- 
zence  of  thon^ta  -wbicb  I  tiad  often  had  before  under  simi- 
lar drcomstances.  Ifost  men  of  my  rank  seoned  to  take 
their  wealth  and  position  aa  matters  of  conrfl&  I  never 
eoold.  I  have,  all  my  life,  at  times  meditated  on  my  good 
fortune  in  being  a  Soman  and  a  Boman  of  eqnestrian  rank. 
While  waiting  in  the  great  Audience  Hall  of  the  Fklace, 
especially,  the  emotions  aionsed  by  these  meditations  oftoi 
became  so  poignant  aa  almost  to  overcome  me,  on  this  day 
in  partioalar.  As  I  viewed  the  splendor  of  the  Hall  and  the 
gorgeonsnees  of  the  crowd  that  thronged  it,  my  heart  swelled 
at  the  thought  of  being  part  of  all  that  magnificence.  It 
thrilled  me  to  feel  that  I  had  a  share  and  had  a  right  to  & 
share  in  Home's  glory. 

The  Emperor  was  bnsy  with  a  snccsssion  of  emhassiei^ 
dd;^tionB  and  so  on,  and,  as  far  as  I  conid  see,  was  in  a 
good  homor  and  trying  to  appear  aftkble  and  not  to  teem 
bored. 

After  the  deputations  were  disposed  of  the  seoiators  passed 
before  the  throne  and  saluted  the  Frinoe.  Commodns  barely 
spoke  to  most  <^  them ;  it  se«ned  to  me,  indeed,  tiiat  he  said 
more  to  Yedins  and  SatroniuB  than  to  any  other  senators. 

Then  came  the  torn  of  ns  knights,  far  more  numerooa 
than  the  eenators.  The  ushers  positively  hurried  ua 
along. 

To  me,  to  my  amazement,  the  Emperor  spoke  very  kindly. 

"I  am  delighted  to  see  you  here  today,  Hedulio,"  he  said. 
"And  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  no  time  for  what  I  want  to 
aak  you  and  say  to  you. 

"I  have  heard  of  your  illnesa  and  I  know  bow  it  origin 
nated.  Galen  told  me  yon  ought  to  keep  yonr  bed  tat  dajB 
yet    Are  you  sore  you  are  well  enough  to  be  ont?^ 
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**I  think  it  is  Acixig  me  good,  jonr  Majeatj,**  I  replied. 
"Toar  vords  ore,  I  know." 

"If  yon  feel  too  ill  to  come  here  tomorrow,"  he  said,  *^11 
hold  yon  exciuod,  but  in  that  cue  Mod  a  mesBage  rarly.  I 
Irani  joa  here  tomorrow,  BpedaUj,  come  if  yon  can. 

"Keanwhil^  tell  me,  has  coming  here  to-^y  tired  yon? 
Can  you  stay  longer?" 

*?  certainly  can,"  I  replied,  elated  at  his  notice. 

"Then  stay  here  till  this  tireeome  ceremonial  is  over,"  ha 
said,  "and  accompany  me  to  the  Palace  Stadium.  I  have 
•ome  jelas  of  chariot  horses  to  look  over  and  try  oat,  and 
KUDB  new  chariots  to  try.  I  want  yon  there.  I  may  need 
jDur  ad™*** 

Flattered,  I  felt  strength  oonrse  throng  my  Tnns  and 
fstigoe  Taidsh.  I  passed  completely  round  the  lower  part 
of  the  room  and,  with  Tanno,  took  my  stand  near  the  south- 
eastern door,  by  iriiich  he  would  pass  ont  if  on  his  way  to  the 


Few  senators  passed  through  that  door  with  the  party 
of  which  I  was  one,  the  invitations  being  based  on  boraeman- 
diip  and  good  fellowship,  not  cm  wealtti,  social  promiaenoe 
<v  political  importance. 

In  the  Stadium,  of  course,  it  was  not  only  possible  but 
natural  to  sit  down  and  Tanno  and  I  took  our  seats  in  the 
shade  and  as  &r  back  as  our  rank  permitted. 

I  was  amazed  to  find  how  much  I  needed  to  rat  down, 
what  a  relief  it  was,  and  to  realize  bow  near  I  had  been  to 
fainting.  In  the  bre^  shade  I  soon  revived  and  felt  n^ 
strength  come  back. 

From  my  comfortable  seat  I  watdied  one  of  those  exhibi- 
tions of  miraculous  horsemanship  of  which  only  CommoduS 
was  capable. 

The  Palace  Stadium,  of  course,  is  a  very  large  and  im- 
pressire  stmctore  and  its  arena  of  no  mean  extent.  But 
compared,  not  merely  with  the  Circus  Uaximus,  but  with 
the  Flaminian  Circus  or  Domitaan's  Stadium  it  seemed  small 
and  contracted. 

In  this  cwiparatiTely  examped  space  Commodos,  direeteft 
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of  Mb  official  robes  and  dad  only  in  a  charioteer's  tnnic,  bdt 
and  boots,  performed  some  amazing  feats  of  horBemoster;. 

The  pace  to  which  he  could  speed  up  a  fonr-horse  team 
on  that  short  atraight-away,  his  abilit;  to  postpone  slowing 
them  down  for  the  torn,  and  yet  to  pull  them  in  handily 
and  in  time,  the  deftDees  and  {decision  of  his  short  tarns, 
tilie  promptness  with  which  he  compelled  them  to  gather 
speed  after  the  ttim,  these  were  astonishing,  enough;  bat 
far  more  astonishing  were  hig  grace  of  pose,  his  perfect  torn. 
in  every  motion,  the  ease  of  all  his  manoeurres,  the  sense 
of  his  eSortlese  control  of  his  vehicle,  of  reserve  eb«ngth 
greatly  in  excess  of  the  strength  he  exerted ;  these  were  notic- 
ing ^ort  of  dazzling.  His  pride  in  his  artietiy,  for  it 
amounted  to  that,  and  his  enjoyment  of  every  detail  of  what 
he  did  and  of  the  sport  in  general,  was  infections  and  delight- 
ful. I  felt  my  love  of  horses  growing  in  me  with  my  admira^ 
tion  for  eo  perfect  a  honemon,  felt  the  like  in  all  the 
spectators. 

Team  after  team  and  chariot  after  chariot  he  tried  out. 

Meanwhile  Tanno  and  I,  seated  comfortably  side  by  aid^ 
varied  our  watching  of  Commodus  and  our  praises  of  his 
driving  with  talk  of  my  embroilment  with  both  sides  of  ihe 
fend,  with  rehearsing  to  each  other  the  unseen  misst^ 
which  hod  led  me  into  soch  a  hideous  predicament,  and  with 
discussions  of  what  niight  be  done  to  set  me  right  with  both 
clans.  Also  he  described  again  to  me  what  had  occurred 
on  the  Toad  after  I  was  knocked  senseleea  and  rehearsed  bia 
versioQ  of  both  fights,  I  commenting  and  telling  him  what 
I  recalled. 

"What  occniHea  my  thouf^ts  raoe^"  he  said,  "is  Oiat  stat- 
neeqne  horseback  informer  planted  by  the  roadside  in  the 
Tain.  What  in  the  name  of  Mercury  was  he  doing  in  yoor 
Sabine  fog  so  early  on  a  wet  day  f" 

I  was  nnable  to  make  any  conjecture. 

For  some  time  Commodna  yna  almost  onintemiptedly  on 
the  arena,  making  hia  changes  from  team  to  team,  with 
scarcely  an  instant's  interval.  When  he  lingered  under  th« 
•icade  at  QtB  ataiting  end  of  the  Stadium  Tanno  remarked: 
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"We  bad  best  join  the  gathering.  Do  yon  feel  sofBcieotly 
mted?" 

I  Btood  Dp  and,  for  the  first  time  that  da;,  did  eo  without 
any  dizzincAs,  lightheadedness  or  weakness  in  my  kneee.  Z 
felt  almost  myself. 

Under  the  arcade  we  found  Commodna  explaining  the  met' 
ite  of  a  new  chariot  made  after  his  own  desiga  It  waa  a 
beantiful  specimen  of  the  Tehide-maker's  art^  its  pole  tipped 
with  a  bnnue  lion's  head  exquisitely  chased,  the  pole  itsdi 
of  ash,  the  axle  and  wheel-epokes  of  cornel-wood,  all  tba 
woodwork  gilded,  the  hnbs  and  tires  of  wrought  bronzy 
also  gilded,  the  front  of  the  chariot-body  of  hammered 
lm>nze,  embossed  with  fignrea  depicting  two  of  the  Labors  ot 
Hercnies ;  every  part  pn^osely  decorated  and  the  whole  effect 
¥ery  tastefnL 

Commodna  ignored  all  tbeae  beauties  entirely  and  di»- 
conrsed  of  its  measurements. 

"Cknne  clofl^  Hedulio,"  he  commanded,  "this  is  Just  what 
I  wanted  you  for.** 

The  jo^^s,  athletes,  acrobats  and  mimes  abont  him  made 
my  for  Tanno  and  me  and  some  other  gentlemen. 

"I  have  always  had  very  definite  theories  of  chariot 
oonBtraction,*^  Commodna  went  on.  "I  hold  that  the  popular 
makes  are  all  bad;  in  fact  I  am  positively  of  the  opinion 
that  the  tendendes  in  chariot  building  have  been  all  in  the 
wnmg  direction  for  centuries.  They  bare  followed  and  in- 
tensified the  traditions  from  ancient  days,  whoi  chariots  wer« 
chiefly  used  for  battle  uid  only  once  in  a  while  for  racing. 

"For  [»ttle  purposes  chariots,  of  course,  were  built  for 
speed  and  quick  turning,  but  after  that,  to  avoid  upsets. 
When  a  man  waa  going  to  drive  a  pair  of  half-wild  stalliona 
across  trackless  country,  over  gollies  and  boulders,  through 
boshes,  up  and  down  hill,  often  along  a  gravelly  billsid^ 
he  saw  to  it  that  his  chariot  would  keep  ri^t  side  up  no 
matter  how  it  bounced  and  tilted  and  swerved.  He  made 
mre  that  hia  axle  was  long,  his  wheels  far  apart,  and  thdr 
ipokes  sbort,  so  that  his  dbarioi-bed  was  as  low  as  poesiblK 
Ee  was  ri^t 
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"Bat,  after  flirting  fiom  chariots  wu  yrhoOj  a  ttuBg  ot 
ihe  post  in  Italy  and  chariots  were  need,  aa  they  are  vaed, 
for  racing  only,  why  cling  to  provieions  for  obsolete  uses? 

"A  good  general  thinks  of  winning  victories,  not,  like  the 
foola  I  have  disgracing  me  along  the  Bhine,  of  avoiding 
defeats.  So  a  good  charioteer  ought  to  think,  not  of  avoid- 
ing  npaets,  bat  of  winning  races.  Yet  all  charioteers  appear 
to  want  iJieir  vehicles  aa  low  built  as  possible,  with  short 
apoked  wheels,  wide  apart  on  the  ends  of  a  loDg  axle.  That 
makes  them  feel  safer  on  a  short  turn,  and,  ao  help  me 
Hercules,  I  hardly  blame  them,  anyhow.  Besides,  th^  all 
want  to  spraddle  their  legs  apart  and  set  their  feet  wtd^ 
io  as  to  stand  firm  on  the  chariot  bed,  so  they  want  the 
chariot  body  made  as  wide  as  possible. 

"Now  I  don't  need  to  plant  my  feet  far  apart  when  I  drive. 
I  believ«  I  coold  drive  on  one  foot  and  keep  my  balance. 
So  I  hold  a  broad  chariot  body  ia  worse  than  nnneceesary. 
More  than  that  I  m^int*'"  that  the  lower  the  axle  is  set,  the 
lees  the  team's  strength  goes  into  attaining  speed.  The 
lower  the  axle  is  set,  the  more  sharply  the  pole  slopes  up- 
ward from  the  axle  to  the  yoke-ring;  the  less  of  the  team's 
energy  goes  into  pulling  the  chariot  along,  the  more  of  it 
is  wasted,  so  to  speak,  on  lifting  the  chariot  into  the  ur 
at  every  leap  forward.  The  higher  the  axle  is  set,  the  nearer 
the  pole  is  to  being  level,  the  less  power  is  wasted  on  that 
upward  pull  and  the  more  is  ntilized  on  the  forward  pull  and 
goes  to  produce  speed. 

*nien  again,  I  maintain  that  the  farther  apart  the  wheels 
are  set  the  more  one  drags  against  the  other,  not  only  at 
the  turns,  where  anyone  can  see  the  outer  wheel  drag  on 
the  inner,  but  at  every  swerve  of  the  team  on  the  stra^t- 
away.  All  such  dragging  reduces  speed  and  tires  the  team 
with  pulling  which  is  energy  utterly  wasted. 

"I  hold  the  ideal  racing  chariot  should  have  a  chariot 
boc^  as  narrow  as  possible,  not  much  wider  than  the  width 
of  tiie  driver's  hips ;  should  have  the  wheels  as  close  together 
as  possible,  ia  diminish  the  drag  of  one  wheel  against  the 
other,  should  have  the  axle  set  as  high  as  can  be  managed. 
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"AH  chuioteen  exclaim  that  such  a  chariot  tenda  to  orer- 
•et  So  it  does.  But  I  neTer  have  had  an  oTerset  and  I 
sera  expect  to  owrset  I  kno7  how  to  driva  and  poiae 
sgraelf  so  aa  to  keep  my  chariot  right  aide  np,  and  I  never 
think  of  oversettiiigi  I  think  of  winning  my  race,  and  al- 
wiya  do. 

"Anyhow,  here  before  your  eyes,  is  my  new  racing  chariot 
and  of  all  the  chariots  erer  made  on  earth  this  has  the  long^ 
est  wheel-spokes,  the  hi^eet-set  axle,  the  closest-set  wheela 
and  the  narrowest  chariot  body.  Nov  I'm  going  to  try  it 
out  and  show  it  oS." 

He  did  to  admiration,  amid  excited  acclaims,  his  four 
eieant-coloTed  mares  fairly  flying  along  the  straights  and  tak- 
ing the  toma  at  a  pace  whidi  made  ns  hold  our  breath. 

After  this  thrilling  exhibition  he  came  bade  nnder  the 
arcade  and  spoke  to  me  first 

"Hednlio,"  he  said,  *^ou  are  one  of  the  most  competent 
horsemasters  I  ever  knew.  What  do  you  think  of  my  idea 
of  the  beet  form  for  a  racing  chariotF" 

"I  think,'*  Z  said,  "that  it  haa  all  the  merits  yon  claim 
tor  it,  bnt  that  not  one  charioteer  in  ten  thonsand  could 
drire  in  it  and  avoid  an  npset,  sooner  or  later,  at  a  turn." 

"Bi^t  yoa  are  I"  be  replied,  "bnt  I  am  one  charioteer  in 
ten  thonsand." 

"Say  in  a  hnndred  thonsand,"  I  ventured  to  add.  "7cv 
ctudy  yoa  conld  not  find,  among  all  the  professionals  in 
the  Entire,  any  other  man  to  eqnal  yon  in  team-driving." 

He  beamed  at  me. 

When  we  left  the  Palace  Tanno  saw  me  in  my  litter  and 
insisted  on  following  behind  mine  in  his  nntil  he  had  seen 
me  out  of  mine  and  into  my  own  house. 

There  I  had  a  very  brief  and  very  light  Innch,  Agathemer 
horering  over  me  and  reminding  me  of  Qalen's  orders  for 
Biy  diet,  so  that  I  found  myself  forbidden  every  viand  which 
I  craved  and  asked  for,  and  limited  to  the  very  simple  fare 
irttich  had  been  prepared  for  me. 

After  lunch  I  went  to  bed  and  to  sleep. 

I  vote  aoon  and  veiy  wide  awake.    When  I  xolled  into 
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bed  I  hod  fdt  so  utterly  done  np  with  th»  sxdteinatt  of  mj 
interviews  with  Vedius  and  Satronios,  with  the  exertion  ot 
itanding  in  the  Thione-room  and  through  the  Emperor'H 
lecture  on  chariot  design,  that  I  had  renonnced  my  intention 
of  calling  on  Vedia  and  had  resigned  myself  to  poetponing 
my  attempt  to  eee  her  until  the  morrow. 

I  woke  all  feverish  energy  and  resUesa  determinstion  to 
go  to  see  her  at  once.  Therefote,  between  the  eieeta  hour  and 
the  hour  of  the  bath,  I  presented  myself  at  Tedia's  mansion. 

I  was  at  once  ushered  into  her  atrium,  whne  I  found 
myself  alone  and  where  I  sat  waiting  some  time. 

When  a  maid  summoned  me  into  her  tablitMrn,  I  foand 
her  alone,  seated  in  her  favorite  lounging  chair,  cbaiminf^y 
attired  and,  I  thought,  more  lovely  than  I  had  ever  seen  Iwr. 

"Oh,  CaiaT  I  cried. 

She  bridled  and  stared  at  me  haughtily. 

"  'Vedia,' "  if  yoa  please,  she  said  coldly.  "Too  have  no 
manner  of  right  to  'Caia'  me,  Andivins." 

The  distant  fonnality  of  her  addreae,  her  diadainful  tone, 
the  aSront  of  her  words,  chilled  me  like  a  daah  of  cold 
water. 

"Caia  r  I  stammered,  "Tedia,  I  mean.  What  has  hap- 
p«ied?  What  is  vrrong?"  For  I  could  not  credit  that 
she  would  be  incensed  with  me  because  of  my  involvement 
in  the  affray  in  Yediamnum  nor  that  she  would  condemn 
me  unheard,  especially  as  Tanno  had  told  me,  in  tlie  Stadium 
of  the  Palace,  that  be  had  taken  care  to  call  on  Vedia,  and 
give  her  his  version  of  my  mishap. 

She  glowered  at  me. 

"Tonr  effrontery,"  she  burst  out,  ''amazes  me.  I  am  in- 
credulous that  I  really  see  yoa  in  my  home,  tiiat  you  really 
hav6  the  sbameleaenese  to  force  yourself  into  my  presence  I 
It  is  an  onforgivable  afEront  that  yoa  should  pretend  love 
for  me  and  aspire  to  be  my  husband  and  all  tiie  while  be 
philandering  after  a  f reedwoman ;  but  that  you  should  parade 
yourself  on  the  high  road  with  her  all  the  way  from  yoor 
viUa  to  Bome,  vritb  the  huasy  enthroned  in  your  own  travel- 
ling carnage,  is  far  worse.    That  you  should  get  involved  in 
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ntdaide  bnvla  vith  competitarB  for  the  pwaeasiioi  of  the 
minx  is  wdtbo  jet  Worst  of  &U  that  yoa  should  advertue 
by  all  these  doings,  to  all  our  world,  your  infatuation  for 
such  a  creature  and  your  greater  interest  in  her  than  in  me. 
I  am  indignant  that  I  have  considered  marrying  a  anitor 
capable  of  such  rileness,  of  such  fatuity,  of  such  folly." 

I  waa  like  a  sailboat  taken  all  aback  by  a  sudden  change  of 
wind.     I  conld  not  beliere  my  ears. 

"I  never  took  the  sli^test  interest  in  Uarcia,"  I  protested, 
"except  to  keep  my  uncle  from  marrying  her,  after  he  set 
her  free.  She  made  eyes  at  me  also,  of  course,  for  she 
made  eyes  at  every  marriageable  man  within  reach.  Bat  I 
never  had  anything  to  do  vith  her,  never  called  on  her  by 
myself,  never  so  much  as  talked  to  her  alone.  I  vrent  to 
her  dinners,  of  conrse.  All  vidowers  and  bachelors  of  oar 
district  vent  to  her  dinners.  But  her  dinners  vere  the 
pattern  of  propriety  in  every  way.  Your  own  graadmothei's 
famous  dinners  were  not  more  decoroos.  Except  for  being 
a  guest,  vrith  others,  at  her  dinners,  I  never  was  at  her  villa. 
I  lent  my  carriage  not  to  her  but  to  her  bridegroom,  Marcos 
Hartias,  a  prosperous  gentleman  of  my  neighborhood,  of 
whom  yon  have  often  heard  me  speak,  g  friend  of  my  uncle's 
and  a  friend  of  mine  since  boyhood.  The  fighta,  as  Tanno 
explained  to  you,  had  nothing  to  do  with  Ifarcia  and  her 
involvement  in  them  was  as  accidental  as  mine." 

Vedia  did  not  look  a  particle  mollified. 

Ton  men,"  she  said,  "are  all  alike.  Yon  will  philander 
about  your  nasty  jades.  But,  at  least,  when  you  vow  that 
yoa  love  one  woman  and  one  only,  and  use  every  artifice  to 
iadace  her  to  marry  you,  you  should  feel  it  incumbent  on 
JOQ  to  keep  away  from  such  creatures  as  this  Marcia  of 
yours.  But  you  must  needs  dangle  about  her  and  go  to  her 
dinners.  That  was  bad  enough.  But,  while  wooing  me,  to 
arrange  a  mock  marriage  for  her  with  a  local  confederate 
and  then  positively  bring  her  to  Rome  with  you  was  infi- 
nitely worse.  I  am  insulted,  of  conrse.  But,  above  and 
beyond  your  treschery  to  me,  I  am  insulted  at  your  bungling 
your  clumsy  intrigaes  and  fiaonting  the  minx  in  the  face  o^ 
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all  the  vorld  and  aettmg  all  fashionable  Borne  to  gOBdping 
about  yon  and  yoor  huas;  and  to  wondering  hov  I  am  goio^ 
to  act  abont  it. 

"Ill  ahoT  them  and  yon  how  I  am  going  to  act!  I'm 
angry  at  your  donble^ealing;  at  your  lies  I  am  furiona.  I 
hata  yon.  T  hope  I'll  never  set  eyes  on  you  again.  The 
sooner  you  are  gone,  the  better  111  like  it.  And  111  give 
orders  to  ensure  your  never  darkening  my  doors  again  !'* 

I  tried  to  argne  with  her,  to  peisnads  her,  to  convince 
her,  to  induce  her  to  listen  to  me. 

She  raged  at  me. 

Dazed,  I  groped  my  way  to  my  litter  and,  once  in  ii, 
lost  conBcioosnesB  entirely,  not  in  a  faint,  bnt  in  the  sleep 
of  total  shanstion. 

As  I  rolled  into  my  litter,  feeling  utterly  nnfit  to  enjoy  a 
bath  with  any  natural  associates,  I  had  ordered  my  bearers 
to  take  me  home. 

There  I  rested  a  while,  for  I  w^ked  before  I  reached  homa 
Then  I  bathed,  ate  a  simple  dinner,  alone  with  Agathemer, 
and  wmt  at  once  to  bed. 


CHAFTBB  VII 

A.  &A.THBR  GOOD  DAT 

1  SLEPT  soundly  all  night  but  woke  at  the  first  appear^ 
ance  of  light.  I  lay  abed,  my  mind  milling  over  my 
sitnation,  over  Yedia's  unexpected  jealousy  of  Marcia,  over 
the  absurdity  of  it,  over  her  illogical  bnt  impregnable  indig- 
nation and  over  the  equally  baseless  but  similarly  unalterable 
hostility  of  Vedius  and  Satronius. 

I  concluded  to  try  again  to  placate  all  three.  It  seemed 
to  me  I  could  recall  many  omissions  and  infelicities  in  what 
I  had  said  to  both  magnates,  while  in  dealing  with  Vedia 
I  seemed  to  myself  to  have  been  tongue-tied  and  fragmentary. 

After  the  bit  of  bread  and  hot  mulled  vrine  which  I  did 
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not  ctave,  but  vhicfa  Agithemer  insisted  on  my  taking  accord- 
ing to  Gttlen's  orders,  I  held  a  brief  morning  reception.  My 
nine  farmer-tenants  were  all  present,  all  pathetically  and 
toachingly  glad  to  see  me  again  abou^  even  old  Chryseroa 
Philargyme. 

They  had  a  petition  to  prefer,  namely,  that  I  should  give 
them  permiBsion  to  leave  Borne  and  return  home,  jointly  and 
aererally,  jnst  as  soon  as  they  pleased.  Ligo  Atrlor  acted 
as  spokMman  and  said  that  they  had  come  proTided  for  a 
montli's  stay,  as  I  had  ordered,  but  they  felt  that  they  could 
see  all  the  sights  of  Bome  which  would  interest  them  before 
the  month  was  out,  and  some  sooner  than  others.  Uoreorer 
tbqr  felt  that  althon^  they  bad  left  their  farms  is  the  beet 
of  condition  and  in  faithful  hands,  yet  their  desire  to  return 
liome  woald  soon  overcome  their  interest  in  si^t-seeing  and 
would  grow  more  overmastering  daily. 

I  teadily  accorded  what  they  aaked. 

Hnrmex  Lucro  was  there,  and  his  appearance  of  super* 
bnman  strength  impressed  me  even  more  than  on  the  road. 
I  bade  him  meet  me  at  the  Palace,  and  instructed  him  by 
which  entrance  to  approach  it  and  at  what  portal  and  pro* 
dsely  where  to  talce  his  stand  is  order  that  I  mi|^t  not 
miss  him.  Agathemer  suggested  tiiat  I  detail  one  of  my 
■laves  to  act  as  his  guide  and  I  did  eo. 

My  salutants  disposed  of  without  huny  and  to  the  last 
nan,  in  spite  of  Agathemei's  protesb,  I  ordered  my  litter. 

At  the  Tedian  mansion  I  was  refused  admission.  Agathe- 
mer and  even  I  argned  and  expostulated,  but  the  doorkeeper 
said  he  had  explicit  orders  not  to  admit  me,  and  the  four 
big  Nubians  flanking  the  vestibule,  two  on  a  sid^  looked 
capable  of  using  muscular  force  on  any  would-be  intruder 
and  appeared  eager  for  a  pretext  for  hurling  themaelvea 
on  me. 

I  climbed  back  into  my  litter. 

As  my  men  efaonldered  it,  the  4ootkeepar  or  scone  cme  of 
Us  hdpers  made  the  mistake  of  tmchaining  the  ntch-dog 
it  me. 

Ha  was  a  big,  short-haired,  black  and  white  Agnitaniaa 
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dog.  He  flew  at  the  cftlres  of  my  bearers,  snarling,  and 
wonld  have  bitten  them  badly  had  I  not  half  rolled,  half 
faUen  from  my  litter,  almoet  into  hie  jaws;  in  fact,  not  a 
foot  in  front  of  Imn. 

As  all  such  animals  always  do  with  me,  he  checked,  cow- 
ered, fawned  and  then  exhibited  every  symptom  of  recog- 
nition, delight  and  affection.  I  patted  him,  pulled  his  ears, 
smoothed  his  epine  and  climbed  back  into  my  litter.  The 
dog  took  his  place  under  it  as  naturally  as  if  I  had  raised 
him  from  a  puppy  and  kept  neatly  underneath  it,  all  the 
way  to  the  Satronian  Uansion. 

There,  at  si^t  of  me,  as  I  descended  from  my  litter,  the 
doorkeeper  loosed  his  big  fawn-colored  Molosaian  hound  at 
me.  And  be  came  in  sUence,  but  his  lips  wrinkled  off  his 
teeth,  swift  as  a  lion  and  looking  in  fact  as  big  as  a  yearling 
lioness  and  not  unlike  one  in  outline  and  color. 

The  Aquitanian  from  under  the  litter  flew  at  him  with  a 
soarl,  the  Molossian  replied  with  a  louder  snarl,  the  two 
dogs  clinched  and  tore  each  other,  snarling,  and  hung  to 
ce^  other,  worrying  and  growling  and  snarling,  to  the 
delight  of  my  bearers. 

Out  of  the  Satronian  mansion  poured  a  small  mob  of 
footmen,  lackeys  and  each  house-slaves.  But  not  one  dared 
approach  the  two  dogs.  At  a  safe  distance  they  watched  the 
flght 

I  seized  the  dogs,  spoke  to  them,  quieted  them,  separated 
tiiem  and  when  I  ordered  them,  they  lay  down  side  by  side 
nnder  the  litter. 
'   I  climbed  in. 

As  my  bearers  shouldered  the  litter,  the  Satronian  door^ 
keeper  came  forward  and  said  truculently : 

"That  is  our  dog  under  your  Utter." 

"Is  he  your  dog?"  I  retorted.    "Prove  it  I    Take  hold  of 

The  doorkeeper  tried  and  Ihe  Molossian  snarled  at  him. 
He  called  the  footmen  to  help  him. 

At  that  somehow,  I  both  lost  my  temper  and  felt  prankish. 
*^base  'em.  Terror,"  I  called.     "Chase  'em.  Fury !" 
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It  was  a  mmder  to  Bee  the  AqnitaiiiaiL  obey,  to  see  the 
ICcdoesiau  obey  was  a  portent 

Into  the  mansion  BcntUed  the  doorkeeper,  the  footmoi, 
the  lackeys,  the  hangers-on,  the  two  dogs  barking;  st  their 
heels. 

I  called  them  off  in  time  to  forestall  any  lacerated  ankles, 
and  still  more  marrellonaly  they  obeyed  instantly,  checked, 
withdrew  to  under  the  Utter  and  there  paced,  side  by  side, 
to  Vedia's  borne. 

There^  also,  I  was  denied  admission,  but  qrbanely,  the 
porter  asserting  that  bis  mistrees  wss  not  at  hom& 

While  I  was  qaeetioning  the  porter,  who  was  becomingly 
respectfnl,  a  bevy  of  Yedlan  retainers,  honse-Uckeys  and 
other  slaves,  overtook  me,  demanding  the  return  of  the 
Aqoitaman  watchdog. 

*^ake  him  I"  I  said,  'Hake  him  if  yon  can  I" 

The  boldest  of  them  approached  Uie  dog,  calling  him  by 
name  and  iriieedlingly.  When  he  was  but  a  yud  or  so 
away  the  dog  flew  at  his  throat  and  almost  set  his  fangs 
into  it,  for  they  snapped  together  a  mere  hand's  breadth 
short. 

The  fellow  recoiled  and,  whrai  the  dog  followed  like  an 
arrow  from  a  bow,  took  to  his  heels,  his  conqKuiioDa  with 
him,  and  they  ran  faelter-skdter  down  the  street,  the  dog 
pursuing  them  to  the  comer  of  tbe  Cannae,  and  retamio^ 
his  tongue  hanging  out,  his  tail  wagging,  with  all  the  demca- 
strationa  of  a  dog  who  feeU  he  has  done  his  full  duty  and 
has  earned  approbation. 

Hardly  had  he  returned  when  a  band  of  Satronions  ap- 
peared and  a  similar  scene  was  enacted,  with  tbe  Molossian 
as  chief  actor. 

When  the  last  Satronian  had  ranished  round  the  comer 
of  tiie  thoron^ifare  I  reentered  my  litter  and  we  set  off  for 
the  Palace,  both  dogs  sedately  pacing  side  by  side  under- 
neath. 

At  the  Palace  porta]  Agathemer  had  no  difficulty  in  locat- 
ing Mttrmez,  even  in  the  crowd  which  packed  all  approaches 
to  that  eotrsDce.     I  epoke  to  the  centurion  on  duty  at  tbe 
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portal  aod  to  the  head  ont-door  osher,  meaning  to  arrange 
that  Mnrmez  ehonld  be  let  in  among  the  first  when  the  com- 
monalit?  were  admitted  after  the  senators  and  knights  had 
paid  their  dnt;  to  the  Emperor.  To  m;  amazemeoit  tha 
head  usher  looked  at  a  list  or  memorandum  which  he  had 
in  his  hand  and  said: 

"You  are  Andinns  Hednlio,  are  jon  not?  Ton  are  to 
take  in  with  you  anybody  you  please,  to  the  number  of  ten. 
Caesar  has  given  special  orders  about  you.'*  Murntez  there- 
fore passed  in  with  me  and  took  up  a  positdoa  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  Audience  Hall,  where  I  could  send  a  page  to 
summon  him  if  my  plans  worked  out  as  I  hoped. 

We  were  early  and  the  vast  public  throne-room  almost 
empfy.  Tanno  joined  me  after  I  had  stood  but  a  short  time 
and  not  long  afterwards  the  Emperor  entered,  just  as  a  fair 
crowd  of  senators  had  assembled. 

The  formal  salutation  began  at  once  and  I  noticed  that 
the  Emperor  said  something  personal  to  Vedius  and  that 
VediuB  stepped  out  of  the  line  of  salutants  and  took  up  s 
position  behind  the  Emperor  on  his  left  Similarly  he  spoke 
to  SatroniuB,  who  similarly  took  his  station  behind  tha 
Emperor  on  his  right. 

When,  in  the  long  line  of  my  equals,  in  an  Audience  Hall 
now  jammed  to  the  doors,  I  drew  near  to  the  throne,  I  felt 
a  growing  embarrassment  at  seeing  the  Emperor  flanked 
by  my  two  enemies.  But,  when  I  made  my  salutation,  to 
my  amazement,  the  Emperor  took  my  band  and  leaned  over 
and  kissed  me  as  if  I  had  been  a  senator. 

"I  love  you,  Hedulio,"  he  said,  "and  I  am  proud  of  yon. 
I  have  heard  very  laudatory  reports  of  yoo.  My  agents  all 
agree  in  reporting  that  you  have,  in  very  difficult  circum- 
stances, done  your  utmost  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  any 
of  your  nei^bors  in  Sabinom,  and  that,  if  you  have  givai 
offense,  it  was  not  your  fault.  They  also  agree  in  report- 
ing that,  mild  and  peaceful  as  you  are  by  disposition,  yon 
know  how  to  defend  yourself  when  attacked,  that  yon  are 
not  only  a  bold  and  resolute  man  in  a  ti^t  place,  bnt  r*- 
Bourceful  and  prompt,  a  hard  and  quick  hitter,  and  what  ia 
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moR^  a.  put  muter  at  qiurter«tair  pla;.  I  love  bnve  mot 
ind  good  filters.    I  commend  jou." 

Be  turned  ironicsU;  to  Vedius  and  aated : 

"Did  ;ou  mias  an;  part  of  what  I  have  jort  aaid  to  Ad- 
dinna?    I  meant  70a  to  hear  every  word  of  it." 

Yedins,  his  mean  face  lead-gray,  bowed  and  aaid : 

"Toot  Hajeaty  waa  completely  audible." 

Thm  Commodna  similarly  qnestioned  Satronitu.  He,  hia 
big  face  brick-red,  bis  ^ee  popping  out}  seemed  half  stranj^ 
by  hia  eSorta  to  speak. 

"I  conid  hear  it  all,"  he  managed  to  ny. 

'^OD  two  stand  facing  me,"  Commodna  ccanmanded. 
"Stand  on  either  side  of  Andivins." 

They  bo  placed  themaelTeB  with  a  veiy  bad  grace. 

The  Emperor  raised  his  Toice. 

"Come  near,  all  yon  SKiatora,"  he  commanded.  '^  want 
oU  of  yon  to  hear  what  I  am  abont  to  aay  and  to  be  wit- 

Ereiybody,  Beoators,  koi^te  and  commoners  crowded  u 
dote  to  the  thnme  u  etiqoetto  and  the  nsbars  would  albw. 

"Now  listen  to  m»,"  spol%  Ctmunodoa.  "Yon  know  I  hato 
all  aoits  of  official  bosineBa  and  should  gieaUy  prefer  to  pat 
my  entire  time  and  energies  on  athletiG8i  horsemanship  and 
iwDrdamanahip,  archery  and  other  things  really  worth  while. 
I  make  ao  secret  of  my  love  for  the  activities  at  which  I  am 
beat  and  of  my  detestation  of  my  duties. 

"Bnt,  just  because  I  hato  my  dntiee,  it  does  not  follow 
that  I  neglect  them.  A  lot  of  yon  think  I  do.  Ill  show 
yon  yon  are  not  always  right,  nor  often  right  Just  becaose 
I  sTtrronnd  myself  with  wrestlers  and  charioteers  and  gladi- 
atora  and  other  good  fellows,  not  with  senile  self-styled 
I^iiloaopherB,  proay  and  with  unkempt  beards  and  rou^ 
doakfl,  u  my  father  did,  half  of  yon  think  I  am  incapable 
of  bemg  serions,  or  haven't  intellect  enough  to  understand 
govoiunent  or  sense  enough  to  care  for  the  Empire. 

"Ton  are  mightily  mistakeo,  I  realize  the  importonoe 
of  my  reBponsibilities  and  the  magnificence  of  my  oppor- 
tunities.   I  hato  Tootine,  bat  I  know  well  the  value  of  our 
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Empire  and  thst  I,  as  Prince  of  the  Republic,*  have  a  li^er 
etake  in  it  than  any  other  citizen  of  our  Bqmblic.  I  «m  not 
vhoU;  absorbed  in  the  joja  of  practicing  feats  of  etrengtlt 
and  ddU.    I  put  more  time  on  governing  than  you  think. 

"I  am  antocrat  of  our  vorld,  and  I  Imow  hov  to  makft 
my  inflnence  felt  when  I  choose.  I  have  very  positive  viewi 
about  fighting.  Fighting  has  to  go  on,  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  Empire.  My  army  can  keep  off  our  foes,  but  it  cannot 
kill  off  the  Moorish  and  Arab  and  Scythian  nomads,  nor 
the  hordes  of  the  German  forests  and  Hie  Caledonian  moore. 
The  Marcomanni  and  the  rest  will  claw  at  us.  There  must 
be  fighting  on  the  frontiers.  It  is  proper  that  there  should 
be  fighting  where  necessary,  on  any  frontier,  and  corpses 
scattered  about. 

"Also  corpses  are  in  place  on  any  arena  of  any  amfdd- 
theatre  anywhere  inside  oar  frontiers ;  fighting  inside  amphi- 
theatres is  proper  and  seemly. 

"But  I  will  tolerate  no  fighting  inside  our  frontiers  ontsidtt 
the  amphitheatres.  Ill  not  condone  any  corpses  on  ths 
pavement  of  any  street  or  on  the  road  c^  any  highway  ot 
bjnrays.  I'll  not  permit  any  battles,  set-tos,  affrays  or 
brawls  in  towns  or  villages  or  on  roads.  You  hear  mef 
Ton  hear  me,  Vedius?  You  hear  me,  Satronios?  You  hear 
me,  all  of  youP 

"Now  it  so  happened  that  I  had  heard  of  your  dlegracefol 
Sabine  feud,  which  mais  the  peace  of  a  whole  countryside 
near  Beate,  and  I  had  sent  a  competent  and  reliable  agent 
with  four  assistants  to  investigate  and  report  For  once 
Inck  was  with  me;  generally  my  luck  as  a  ruler  is  as  bad 
as  it  is  good  for  me  as  an  athlete.  It  so  happened  tiiat 
my  agents  had  jnst  completed  their  preliminary  investiga- 
tions and  acquainted  themselves  with  general  conditions 
when  your  idiotic  feud  broke  loose  in  two  abductions  of 
women,  one  by  each  side,  that  put  my  agents  on  their  mettle^ 
They  kept  awake.  Tb^  are  no  fools.  Hy  head  man  has  a 
keen  scent  for  incipient  trouble;  be  managed  to  have  one 
of  his  helpers  get  among  the  amboBhers  in  VeOiamnom  and 
another  among  those  on  your  byway,  Satronius.  Each  of 
~*"BirNot«  A. 
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then  two  Bererall;  beard  all  tilie  talk  of  the  araboilun  Titb 
iriunu  he  mingled ;  so  I  have  had  a  faithful  report  of  joBt 
what  Um  Yedian  ambush  nwant  to  do  to  the  Satroniaa  con- 
vif  ihey  lay  in  wait  for  and  simtlarlj  of  the  other  aide. 
£adi  was  waitiii|^  for  a  iheep;  both  cau^t  a  wildcat  Q 
tbfl  mea  in  l^e  ambusbea  had  bad  any  eyes  or  any  bcom, 
no  fight  would  have  oocnrred.  A»  it  was  ttiey  got  no  note 
tiian  they  deeerred.  Hednlio  was  aet  on  without  proTocatioa 
aad  merely  defended  himself  and  his  aaaodates  as  any  self- 
respecting  tree  man  would.  I  have  no  &ult  to  find  with 
fiednlia.     I  take  you  all  to  witneea. 

"Now  that  dispoGefl  of  what  is  past  Aa  to  the  future 
I  shall  tolerate  no  illegalities  of  any  kind  anywhere  in  ibit 
Gty,  in  Italy  or  in  the  Empire.  You'U  see.  Dr.  Com- 
laodoa  will  core  tiiis  ^demic  of  lawleaaness  which  afflicts 
the  Bepablic.  Youll  see  my  agenta  run  down,  catch  and 
bring  to  poniabment  the  ingenioiu  rascals  who  have  been 
amusing  themselTeB  by  masquerading  as  Imperial  Messen- 
gers, scampering  across  the  Undscape  for  the  fun  of  the 
thing,  eating  lavish  meals  at  my  cost,  running  the  legs  oC 
my  best  horses,  lodging  luxuriously  in  the  best  bed  at  every 
inn  they  stop  at,  showing  forged  papers,  or  showing  none  at 
all,  naing  no  other  means  than  effrontery  and  assurance. 
I'll  have  them  etopped.  Ill  stop  them.  And  I'll  quell,  I'll 
•qnelch  this  outburst  of  banditry  of  which  we  have  too  much. 
Ill  see  that  my  agents  hunt  down  and  capture  and  execute 
these  highwaymen  who  rob  not  only  rich  travellers,  but 
govemnLsnt  treasure-convoys,  who  even  rob  Imperial  Mes- 
sengers. A  pretty  state  of  aSaira  when  my  couriers  are 
fair  game  alike  fur  impostors  uid  robbers.  I'll  make  the 
■lyest  and  the  boldest  quail  at  the  idea  of  interfering  with 
otM  of  my  despatch  riders  and  I'll  exterminate  all  highway- 
man. I'll  have  no  one  swaggering  up  and  down  Italy,  now 
in  Lignria,  now  in  Apulia,  mocking  the  law  and  its  guard- 
ians, looting  aa  he  pleases,  uncatchable,  untraceable,  hidden 
and  helped  by  mountaineers  and  farm-laborers  and  farmery 
even  welcomed  secretly  in  villages  and  towns,  acclaimed  as 
King  of  the  Highwaymen,  until  songs  are  made  on  him  and 
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rang  even  in  Borne.  He^  Kon  deconfe  a  gibbet.  Implied 
then  ftnd  spiked  there  too.  Yoall  see.  And  still  less  will 
I  tolente  lawlessness  among  men  of  proper^  and  positioiL 
The  past  actions  of  yon  magnates  I  dislite.  As  to  the  fntnn 
I  mar  aa;  that  m;  agents  wen  at  toot  morning  teception 
jesterdaj,  Tedins,  and  heard  and  reported  yonr  corett 
threats  to  Hednlio :  likewise  two  wen  at  your  house,  Satni- 
nios,  and  heard  and  reported  your  open  threats. 

"Now  I  perfectly  understand  what  yon  two  implied.  Ton 
threatened  Andinus  with  aaaasBination,  if  he  returned  to  his 
estates  in  Sabinom  or  if  he  so  mnch  as  remained  in  Borne. 

"Beware  I  Be  warned  I  Take  can  I  I  am  easy-going 
enough,  bnt  I  am  Csaar  and  111  brook  no  trenching  on  my 
personal  pnrogatiTeB  or  my  legal  anthority.  I  have  the 
tribunidan  power  for  life,  I  am  commissioned  thenby  to 
forbid  anything  in  the  Bepnblic  and  to  see  to  it  that  no 
magistrate  or  citizen  oTersteps  the  limits  of  what  is  per* 
mitted  him.  By  yonr  threats  to  Hedtdio  yon  practically 
arrogate  to  yourself  the  rig^t  to  exile  a  Roman  of  equestrisn 
Tank.  Banishment  is  a  goTemmental  power  and  a  pieroga- 
tire  of  Caesar.  Ill  have  no  magnates  of  such  overweening 
b^avior.  I  am  jealons  of  my  pnrogatires,  mon  than 
JeaJonsI 

'T.  know  what  you  intend  and  what  you  can  accomplish 
by  your  henchmen.  I  comprehend  that  hundreds  of  stilettoa 
are  being  sharpened,  up  there  in  the  Sabine  Hills,  and  dowa 
here  in  the  slums,  for  a  diance  at  Hedulio. 

"Now  I  can  do  mndi  by  legal  authority  and  mon  by  pei^ 
aonal  prerogative.  Be  quick.  Pass  the  word  swiftly  to  all 
your  satellitee,  hen  and  in  Sabinnm.  Let  them  all  know 
that  if  AndiTius  Hedulio  dies  by  poison  or  violence  or  ia 
injured  by  any  weapon,  you  two  at  Borne  and  your  brother 
at  Villa  Vedia  and  your  son,  Satio,  at  Villa  Satronia,  will 
not  see  two  mon  sunrises.  I  know  how  to  enfone  my  will, 
and  well  yon  know  that  Your  lives  an  in  pawn  for  his, 
let  all  your  clansmen  know  in  good  time. 

"And  more:  if  you  dan,  either  of  you,  to  move  against 
Eednlio  in  any  oonit  at  Beate  or  elsewhere  in  Sabinnm  for 
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hit  ptrticipatioii  in  the  brawls  vbicb  yon  fonwnted  and  b* 
feQ  intO)  I  Bholl  see  to  it  that  not  your  inflaoice  domiitatet 
any  trial,  but  erenhanded  jiutice,  jealomlj  watched  over 
by  mj  best  legal  adnsen.  Yoa  Imoir  what  that  means  to 
yon." 

The  Emperor  spoke  with  a  sostained,  white-hot  fniy  and 
it  was  comical  to  watch  Satronios  and  Vedios,  aa  I  did  by 
flidd<Hig  g^ces  when  the  Emperor's  CTes  were  not  cm  my 
face. 

Yfhm  he  stopped,  both  magnates  bowed  low  and  each  in 
torn  exin^ued  his  loyal  sobmisaireness. 

The  Emperor  diamisaed  them  with  a  ware  of  bis  band. 
To  me  he  said: 

"That  will  ke^  yon  alive,  Hednlio  and,  I  tnut,  help  yoa 
to  get  back  into  good  health.  Horrible  bore,  these  small-siie 
local  matters ;  worse,  if  anything,  even,  than  the  maintenance 
1^  the  Bhine  frontier.  I  loathe  all  this  roatine.  Bat  117 
agents  serre  me  pretty  welL  Besides  putting  me  in  tondk 
with  all  this  fend  idiocy  they  have  incidentally  informed 
m«  that  yon  brought  to  Bome  with  you  a  son  of  Mnrmex 
Tmgi,  also  a  nephew  of  Pacideianns,  and  a  pnpil  of  boUt, 
who  faaa  come  to  Bome  to  try  his  luck  at  their  former  pro* 
feasion.  Did  you  bring  him  here  today?  I  hoped  yoa 
would.'* 

"I  did,"  I  answered,  "and  thanks  to  your  orders,  I  was 
able  to  pass  him  in  with  me.    He  is  in  this  hall  now." 

"Tine  I"  cried  the  Emperor,  "and  bow  about  your  nine 
tenants,  who  stood  by  yoa  so  mil  in  both  fights.  Did  yon 
fazing  iJiem  too?" 

"I  should  never  hare  so  presumed,"  I  atammered,  amazed. 
Mt  would  never  have  enterad  my  head  to  aak  aitry  here  for 
•ndi  simple  rostica.  I  should  have  anticipated  your  wrath 
had  I  so  far  forgot  myself." 

"Bnstics,"  said  Commodus,  smiling,  even  grinning,  "who 
can  fi^t  as  I  am  told  your  tenants  can  fight  are  always  to 
my  mind.  Bring  them  here  tomorrow,  if  yon  like.  I'U  see 
tbem  in  the  Palestra.  I'm  going  there  toiaj  after  this 
foDctian  is  finished.    Bring  your  awordaman  there.    Toa 
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know  the  door.    X  have  giren  orden  to  admit  70a  in  n^ 
retinae^" 

In  the  Palteatrs  Taimo  cbeerfnll;  presented  Mnrmex  to 
some  of  his  favorite  prize-filters  and  he  stood  talking  with 
them,  they  appraisingiy  conning  the  son  of  Mnrmex  FmgL 

Tanno  and  I  seated  ourselves  well  back  on  the  middle  tier 
of  the  spectators'  benches  and  chatted  until  the  Emperor 
ihould  have  retunied  from  his  dressing-room  and  should 
seem  at  leisure  to  notice  ns. 

"Yon  most  not  be  too  puffed  np  at  your  good  Inc^  of 
today,"  Tanno  warned  me. 

"In  fact,  I  advise  you  to  be  very  wary  and  to  comport 
yourself  most  modestly.  You  know  Commodus.  It  has  too 
often  happened  that  when  he  has  overwhelmed  a  courtier 
with  favors,  his  very  condescension  seems  to  cause  a  reaction 
in  his  feelings  and  he  becomes  insanely  snspicioas.  Respond 
jffomptly  to  all  his  suggestions,  of  course,  but  do  not  obtrude 
yourself  on  his  notice.  lo  particular  ask  no  favor  of  him 
for  a  long  time  to  come." 

I  thanked  him  for  his  advice  and  assured  him  that  I  moat 
heartily  agreed  with  his  ideas. 

Presently  a  page  summoDed  me,  and  Tanno  came,  too. 

Commodus  had  rid  himself  of  his  offidal  robes  and  was 
now  clad  only  in  an  athlete's  tunic  and  soft-soled  shoes.  I 
presfflted  Mnrmex  and  the  Emperor  questioned  him,  as  to 
bis  age,  his  upbringing,  his  father's  yeara  in  retirement  at 
Keree,  as  to  Pacideianus  and  put  questions  about  thrusts 
and  parries  designed  to  test  his  knowledge  of  fence. 

Then  he  seated  himself  on  his  throne  on  the  little  dais 
by  the  fencing-fioor  and  had  Mormex  called  to  him,  made 
him  stand  by  him,  and  asked  his  opinion  of  several  pairs  of 
flitters  whom  he  had  fence,  one  pair  after  the  other. 

Appearing  pleased  with  the  replies  he  elicited  he  bade 
Hnrmez  go  with  one  of  the  pages,  rub  down  and  change 
into  fencing  rig.  While  Murmez  was  gone  he  viewed  mors 
fencing  by  young  aspirants  matched  against  accredited 
Palace-school  trainers. 
'    When  Uuimex  retained  he  had  him  matched  witli  th» 
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beet  c^  tiiese  tiroe.     But,  shnoet  at  once,  he  called  to  the 


"Save  that  nonce  1  Marmex  will  kill  him,  ereQ  with  that 
lath  Bword,  if  yoa  don't  separate  them." 

He  then  had  Harmez  pitted  against  a  euccession  of  ex- 
pots,  each  better  than  his  piedecessor.  Hunnez  acquitted 
hiinaelf  so  brilliantl;  that  Commodus  cried: 

"I  must  try  this  man  myself." 

He  stood  Qp  and  stepped  down  from  the  dais.  Then  he 
spent  some  time  in  selecting  a  pair  of  cornel-wood  fencing 
swords  of  equal  length  and  weight  and  of  similar  balance, 
T^>eatedly  hefting  the  sword  he  bad  chosen  and  repeatedly 
asking  Mnrmex  whether  he  was  satisfied  with  his  sword* 
whether  it  snited  him ;  and  similarly  of  the  choice  of  shields. 

When  th^  faced  each  other  they  made  as  pretty  a  spec- 
tacle as  I  had  erer  seen :  Mnrmex  stocky,  eo  burly  that  he 
did  not  look  tall,  square-shouldered,  deep-chested,  vast  of 
chest-girth,  hnge  in  every  dimmsion  and  yet  neither  heaiy 
nor  slow  in  his  moTementa ;  Commodna  tall,  slender,  ainewy, 
lithe  and  graceful,  quick  in  every  movement  and  amazingly 


Tbey  had  made  but  a  few  passes  when  Commodua  ez< 

claimed: 
*^on  show  your  training;  it  is  some  fun  to  fence  with 

yon." 
After  not  many  more  thrusts  and  parries  he  called  oat: 
"Be  on  your  guard  I    I'm  going  to  attack  in  earnest." 
There  followed  a  hot  burat  of  sword-play  and  when  both 

idT«'saries  were  ont  of  breath  and  stepped  back  and  stood 

panting,  CoDunodns  praised  Uurmex  highly. 
"You  have  the  best  guard  I  have  ever  encountered,"  he 

said,  "steady-eyed,  cautious,  wary  yet  quick  too,  and  always 

with  the  threat  of  attack  in  your  defeaise.    You  are  a  credit 

to  your  training," 
Whm  they  stej^d  forward  again  Commodus  commanded: 
"Attack  now,  attack  your  fiercest  and  show  your  quality. 

I  shall  Dot  be  tngiy  if  you  land  on  me,  I  shall  be  pleased. 

So  yoor  otmofltt" 
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After  the  second  boat  he  said : 

'^on  are  most  dangcrona  in  attack.  At  last  I  ban  found 
■  man  leallj  worth  fencing  with.  Yon  gave  me  all  I  conld 
do  to  protect  m]rself .    Yon  are  a  pearl  1"  . 

He  looked  round  at  ihe  envioiu  &ce8  of  more  than  two 
score  seasoned  iHrofeuionala  and  addressed  the  gathering  at 
large. 

"We  have  here  a  man  who  is  nejdHw  of  Facideianns  and 
BOQ  to  Mnnnez  Frugi,  trained  since  infancy  by  both.  No 
wonder  he  is  a  marveL  I  have  never  faced  a  swordsman 
who  gave  me  so  much  trouble  to  protect  myself  or  who  held 
off  my  attadcB  so  easily  and  completely.  He  is  the  only 
nan  idive,  so  far  as  I  know,  really  in  my  class  as  a  fencer." 

As  he  was  ^eing  the  assembly  to  note  their  manner  of 
receiring  this  proclamation  his  expression  changed. 

"EgnatinsI"  he  called  sharply.    "Come  here  I" 

Egaatias  Capito  came  forward.  Like  Tanno  and  myadC 
be  was  conspicooos  since  he  was  in  his  toga,  most  of  those 
present  being  athletes  and  clad  for  practice. 

"I  did  not  notice  yon  among  your  fellow  senators  at  my 
leTee,"  said  the  Emperor. 

"X  was  not  there,"  Egnatins  admitted.  '^  had  a  press  of 
clients  at  my  own  levee  this  morning  and  reached  the  Palace 
joat  in  time  to  hear  what  yon  bad  to  say  to  Vedins  and 
Satronins.  I  tried  to  cflt«h  your  eye  as  yon  passed  ont,  bat 
yon  did  not  notice  me  at  alL" 

"I  had  rather  see  yon  here  than  in  the  throne-room,** 
Commodns  said.  "I  am  told  that  yon  have  let  your  tongne 
ran  entirely  too  wild  in  talking  of  me  lately.  If  I  had  not 
been  also  told  that  yon  had  had  too  much  wine  I  should 
animadTert  on  your  effronteiy  officially.  As  it  is  I  prefer  to 
prove  yon  wrong  before  these  experts  and  gentlemen." 

"Of  what  have  I  been  accused?"  Capito  queried,  steadily, 

"There  has  been  no  accosation,"  Commodns  disclaimed. 
"Bat  I  have  been  told  that,  at  more  than  one  dinner,  yoa 
have  been  fool  enough  to  say  that  I  am  only  a  sham  swords- 
man, that  I  take  a  steel  sword  and  face  an  adversaiy  whoM 
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nrord  hu  a  blade  of  lesd :  that  it  is  no  ironder  iliat  no  ona 
acorea  o£E  me,  and  that  I  ran  up  bi;  scona  in  all  my  bontB." 

'^  I  erer  aaid  anything  lilu  that "  spoke  Capito  boldly, 
"I  ms  ao  dnmk  that  I  ban  no  recollection  of  banng  said 
it  And  I  am  a  sober  man  and  a  light  drinker.  Also  I 
hare  nerer  harbored  snch  thoughts  nnlesa  too  dmok  to  know 
what  I  thongbt  or  said." 

"Yon  are  cold  sober  now,  aren't  yon?"  Commodos  queried. 

"Entirely  sober,"  Egnatins  agreed. 

"And  yon  are  a  fencer  far  above  tlie  average  J"  he  pnrened. 

"I  have  been  told  I  have  no  mean  skill,"  said  Capito  mod- 

«aj. 

"Sadi  bung  the  caa^"  said  Commodos,  "you  and  I  shall 
fence.  Go  with  the  attendants  and  change  into  fencing  kit. 
Tonll  find  all  styles  and  siaea  of  everything  needed  in  the 
dieagmg-ropms.  First  pick  ont  a  pair  oJE  cornel-wood  swords, 
cntirdy  to  yonr  mind." 

When  Capito  had  selected  a  pair  of  swords  which  suited 
both  him  and  the  Emperor,  be  went  off  to  change.  While 
he  waa  gone  Conunodns  had  the  armorer  drill  a  tiny  hole 
nesLT  the  point  of  one  sword  and  maert  in  it  one  of  those 
tiioiii-Uke  little  steel  points  which  are  commonly  used  <ni 
tha  ends  of  donkey-goads. 

Wlien  Cs^Hto  retained  he  showed  him  the  two  awwds. 
Capito  looked  up  at  him  questioningly  and  amazedly. 

"The  idea  ia  this,"  Commodus  explained.  "I  mean  to 
demonstrate  my  perfect  ability  to  defend  myself,  as  well 
aa  my  dangnonsneea  in  attack.  Yon  are  to  nse  the  sword 
with  the  goad  point  set  in  it;  so  that,  if  yon  succeed  in 
hitting  me,  you  will  tear  a  long  slash  in  my  hide;  for  I  am 
grang  to  fence  with  you  in  my  skin  only,  stark,  mother-naked 
aa  I  was  bom.  I  shall  use  the  onalteied  sword  and  you 
will  have  on  your  fencing-tunic,  so  that  if  I  hit  you,  it  wont 
faort  you  nearly  as  much  as  a  hit  from  yon  will  hurt  me. 

*^f  yon  draw  blood  from  me,  I'U  pay  yon  one  hundred 
thousand  sesterces :  if  I  fail  to  lay  you  out  on  the  pavement 
toUlly  inaoiaible,  in  three  bouts,  I'll  pay  you  two  hundred 
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thousand  eesterces.  Yon  can  pick  any  lanista  here  to  Jndgs 
the  fight  &ni  tell  ns  when  to  separate  and  Test." 

Capito,  cool  enough,  indicated  Mnnnez  sa  referee. 

*^e's  not  a  lanista,"  Commodiu  objected. 

"He's  Frngi's  pnpil,"  Capito  mainteined,  "and  therefore 
the  best  lanieta  here." 

"I  agree,"  said  Commodna,  and  he  called : 

"Who's  the  phyBician  on  dniy  ?" 

When  the  official  came  forward  he  said  tmcnlently : 

"Get  your  plastere  ready  and  your  reTivers.  You'll  ba»» 
to  attend  a  man  flat  on  the  pavement,  insensible  and  with  a 
bad  scalp  woand,  before  much  time  has  passed." 

And  actnally,  though  Capito  fenced  weU,  he  ma  no  match 
for  Commodus. 

The  bout  was  worth  watching.  The  adTersaties  were  just 
the  same  height  and  differed  little  in  wei^t.  Capita  seemed 
more  compact  end  steady;  Commodus  more  lithe  and  agile. 
Capito  was  a  handsome  man  and  made  a  fine  figure  in  hia 
Bcanfy,  leek-green  fencing  tunic.  Commodus,  always  vain 
of  his  good  looks,  delighted  in  exhibiting  himself  totally  nude, 
not  only  because  he  loved  to  shock  elderly  noblemen  imbued 
with  old'&shioned  ideas  of  propriety,  but  also  because  he 
ri^tly  thought  himself  one  of  the  best  formed  men  alive. 
He  was  fond  of  being  told  that  he  was  like  Herculee  but, 
except  in  the  paintings  of  Zeuxis,  Hercules  has  always  beoi 
depicted  as  brawnier  and  more  mature  than  Commodus  waa 
then  or  ever  became,  to  hid  last  hour.  To  me  he  suggested 
Uercory,  especially  as  he  Bi^>eBrB  in  the  paintings  of  Folyg- 
notus,  or  Apollo,  as  Apelles  depicted  him. 

Besides  the  grace  and  good  looks  of  the  two,  they  fmced 
very  well,  Capito  correctly  and  with  good  judgment,  Com.- 
modus  with  amazing  dash  and  originality. 

Capito,  thou^  bold,  was  wholly  unable  to  touch  Com- 
modus, while  Commodus  slashed  him,  even  through  his  tunic,, 
till  his  blood  ran  from  a  dozrai  scratches.  Before  the  second 
bout  was  well  joined  Capito  was  felled  by  a  blow  on  the  head, 
which  Uid  him  flat  and  insensible,  bleeding  from  a  terrible 
scalp  wound. 
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AAar  Capito  bad  been  curied  off  by  the  attendutti.  On 
Bmpoor,  Trapped  in  an  athlete's  blanket,  talked  a  whil* 
to  Uoxmex  and  then  went  off  to  bathe,  for  he  bathed  many 
time*  a  day. 

Set  free,  I  went  out  and  was  helped  into  my  litter.  The 
two  dogs  were  etiil  by  it,  took  their  places  under  it  at  if 
they  had  bebnged  to  me  since  pni^hood  and  under  it 
trotted  as  I  returned  home.  Once  home  I  ate  the  lunch  per* 
mitted  nte  and  had  an  hoar's  aoimd,  dreamless  sleep. 

I  wo]»  feeling  so  well  that  I  sent  for  Agathemer,  bade  him 
hare  my  litter  ready  and  told  him  I  was  going  to  the  Batha 
of  Titua. 

Inevitably  Agathemer  protested  that  I  was  not  well  enough ; 
natnzally  I  in^Jsted  and,  of  course,  I  had  my  way. 

As  with  court  levees,  I  have  never  been  able  to  take  as 
m  matter  of  couiee  without  wonder  and  admiration,  the 
marvelloufl  spectacle  afforded  by  an  assemblage  of  our  no> 
iHliiy  and  gentry  gathered  for  their  afternoon  bath  in  any 
of  our  splendid  Themue.  Of  these  I  hold  the  Baths  of  Titui 
not  mly  the  most  m^^flcent,  whic^  is  conceded  by  every- 
body, but  elsD  I  hold  thera  the  most  impresBive  mass  of 
buildings  in  Bome,  both  outside  and  inside,  and  aorpessing 
in  every  re^>ect  every  other  great  public  building  in  tiie 
dtj.  Host  connoisseurs  appraise  the  Temple  of  Venua  and 
Bome  as  our  capital'e  moat  splendid  structure,  but  I  could 
nener  bring  myself  to  admit  it  superior  to  or  even  equal 
to  the  Baths  at  Titus.  To  enter  this  sarpassing  building, 
always  oongratnlating  myself  on  my  right  to  enter  the  batha 
and  use  them;  to  be  one  of  the  courtly  throng  of  fashion- 
able notables  resorting  to  them:  I  could  never  take  these 
things  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Nor  could  I  ever  take  ss  a  matter  of  course  the  flight  of 
the  bulk  of  Bome's  nobility,  gentlemen  and  ladies  together, 
thn»ging  the  great  pools  and  halla  or  roaming  about  tha 
oonidors,  paasage-waya  or  gallerieB,  all  totally  nude. 

Social  canventi<a)  is  on  amaaing  factor  in  human  life. 
On*  may  say  that  anything  fsehionable  is  accepted  and  that 
anything  nnfaabionable  is  banned.    But  that  does  not  help 
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one  to  eoEpUin  to  one's  self  tiu  oddity  of  acmu  lodal  coQ- 
mntiona. 

Oddest  of  all  our  Boman  socul  conTantdons  u  the  am- 
trast  betreen  the  innstenoe  on  complete  concealment  of  the 
human  figure  eTerjvhere  else  and  the  nniTersal  acceptance 
of  ita  display  at  the  Thermte. 

At  home,  if  receiniig  guests,  on  the  streets,  at  a  foimal 
dinner,  at  Palace  lerees,  at  the  Circns  games  or  in  the 
Amphitheatre,  a  man  mmt  be  vrspped  np  in  his  t(^.  Any 
flzpoeure  of  too  mnch  of  the  loft  arm,  of  either  ankle,  is 
hooted  at  as  bad  form,  is  decried  as  indecent. 

So  of  our  ladies,  ao  dinner  sofas,  on  their  reclining  chairs 
in  their  reception  rooms,  in  their  homes,  in  their  litters 
abroad,  at  the  Amphitheatre  or  at  the  Circus  gamee,  from 
neck  to  instep  they  are  muffled  up.  If  one  catches  a  glimpse 
of  a  beauly's  ankle  as  she  goes  up  a  stair,  one  is  thrilled,  one 
mtches  eagerly,  one  cranes  to  look. 

Tet  one  enconnteTs  the  same  beauty  the  same  afternoon 
in  a  corridor  of  the  Baths  of  Titus,  with  nothing  on  bnt  a 
net  DTOT  her  elaborate  coiffure  and  Uie  bracelet  with  the  key 
and  number  of  the  locker  in  which  the  attendant  has  put 
away  her  clothing  and  valuables  and  one  not  only  cannot 
fltsre  at  her,  one  cannot  look  at  her,  not  eren  if  she  accosts 
one  and  lingers  for  a  chat. 

I  have  pondered  over  this,  the  most  ajngnlT  of  om-  social 
oonveDtions,  and  the  most  mandatory  and  inescapable;  and 
llie  more  I  ponder  the  more  singular  it  seems. 

Yet  it  is  real,  it  is  a  fact  One  meets  the  wives  of  all 
one's  friends,  the  wives  of  all  Some's  nobility,  naked  as  they 
were  bom ;  they  mingle  with  the  men  in  the  swimming  pool^ 
in  the  ante-rooms,  in  the  rest-rooms,  everywhere  except  ia 
the  shower-bath  cabinets  and  the  rubbing-down  rooms;  one 
swims  with  them,  bunges  with  them,  joins  groups  of  chatting 
gentlemen  and  ladies,  chats,  goes  off,  and  all  the  while  on« 
cannot,  one  simply  cannot  stare  at  a  nnde  woman,  any  more 
than  any  of  the  women  ever  stares  at  any  man. 

It  is  a  social  convention.  But  not  the  less  «*i»«ing, 
lUhough  a  fact 
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One  not  only  eannot  Bcmtiiiize  a  Toman,  one  cannot  ktii* 
tinue  a  group  of  women,  even  at  a  distance,  ev^  all  the 
way  acTosB  a  swimming  pooL  So,  hoping  to  enconuter 
Tfldia  in  the  gathering,  I  yet  could  not  look  for  her. 

I  had  met  and  talked  with  many  of  my  acqnaintances, 
notably  Marcne  Martins  and  hie  bride  Haida. 

Harcia,  nwy  as  the  inside  of  a  searsbeU,  with  her  gold 
hair  confined  t^  a  net  of  gold  wire,  was  a  bewitching  crea- 
tine, if  I  had  been  able  to  let  mj  eyea  dwell  on  her. 

She  was  as  contained  and  slow  spoken  and  soft-Toiced 
as  always,  but  she  was,  for  her,  notably  complimentary  as 
to  my  share  in  the  two  fights ;  thanked  me  warmly  for  defend- 
ing her,  declared  that  she  would  certainly  have  been  carried 
of^  either  as  Xantha  or  Greis,  or  as  a  hostage  for  one  or 
the  othw,  if  I  had  not  fought  "like  both  the  Dioscnri  at  once,** 
u  she  phrased  it. 

ICartias  corroborated  her  opinion  of  n^  services  to  them 
and  thanked  me  warmly. 

Delayed  by  chats  with  friends  and  acquaintances,  held 
i^>  by  distant  acquaintances  and  even  by  persons  hardly 
known  to  me  by  aigh^  who  congratulated  me  on  the  Em- 
peror's  pnblic  championing  of  me  against  my  powerful  Sabiae 
nag^bors,  I  felt  my  strength  ebbing  and  sometimes  saw  a 
gray  Mar  between  my  eyes  and  what  I  looked  at. 

I  was,  in  fact,  so  weak  that  I  nearly  fainted  when,  onseea 
in  the  swarm  of  bathers  until  he  was  dose  to  me,  I  encount- 
ered Talponins  Fulto,  tall,  bandaome,  disdainful,  sneering 
and  malignant  as  usual.  From  his  proximity  I  escaped  ag 
nnobtmsively  as  I  could  and  as  promptly. 

The  cold  douche  and  a  swim  in  the  cold  pool  had  revived 
me.  Also,  in  Hx  cold  pool  I  bad  encountered  Nemestronia, 
still  personable  enough  at  eighty-odd  to  mingle  daily  with 
her  social  world,  as  nude  as  they,  and  enjoy  herself  thor- 
oughly. Tet,  at  her  age,  she  knew  she  looked  better  when 
under  water,  and  spent  most  of  her  time  in  the  pools.  She 
and  I  did  some  fancy  swimming  together,  while  she  qoea- 
tjooed  me  aboat  my  health. 

I  did  not  spend  any  more  time  than  I  could  help  betweea 
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the  cold  pool  uid  the  t^id  pool;  no  more  st  leut  ilum 
importnnate  acquaintancee  exacted  of  me. 

In  the  tepid  pool  I  felt,  ramehow,  weaker  and  more  nl&zed 
ihan  at  any  time  since  I  had  gone  out  tho  prerioiu  morning. 
The  effect  of  the  Emperor's  favor,  the  ^ect  of  the  cold 
plange,  were  wearing  off:  mind  and  body  were  losing  ton& 
I  ewam  languidly,  alone,  on  my  back  and  so  swimming  found 
myself  about  one  third  of  the  way  from  the  upper  end  of 
the  pool  and  about  midway  of  its  width.  I  was  staring  up 
at  the  panels  of  the  vaulting,  relishing  the  beauty  of  the 
•color  scheme,  the  gold  rosettes  brilliant  against  the  deep 
blue  of  the  soffits,  set  off  by  the  red  of  the  coffering. 

So  swimming  and  staring  my  eyes  roamed  downward  to 
the  great  round-headed  coved  window  above  the  gallery.  The 
Tailing  of  the  gallery  had  a  sort  of  wicket  in  it,  by  which 
bathers  could  emerge  one  by  one  on  to  the  bracket-like  plat- 
form which  overhung  the  pool  at  that  end,  for  nae  as  a 
take-off  for  a  high  dive. 

Suddenly,  on  this  diving-stand,  poised  for  her  dive,  oai- 
lined  against  the  window  behind  her,  I  recognized  Tedia; 
Yedia,  my  angered  sweetheart,  rosy  as  Marcia,  more  lovely, 
tad  nude  as  Venus  rising  from  the  sea. 

Seeing  her  thus,  and  seeing  her  thus  unexpectedly,  woke 
in  me  a  volcanic  outburst  of  conflicting  emotions  altogether 
too  much  for  my  weakened  condition. 

I  fainted. 

When  I  came  to  I  felt  weak  and  queer  and  did  not  at  first 
«pen  my  eyes.  I  beard  subdued  voices  all  about  me,  as  of 
an  interested  crowd;  I  felt  all  wet,  I  felt  the  cold  of  a  wet 
mosaic  pavement  under  me,  but  my  head  and  shoulders 
were  pillowed  on  a  support  wet  Indeed,  as  I  was,  but  soft 
and  warm. 

I  opened  my  eyes. 

I  realized  that  my  head  was  in  Vedia's  lap,  for  I  saw 
above  me  her  dripping  breasts  and,  higher,  her  anxious  face 
looking  down  at  mine. 

I  fainted  again. 
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JTTST  how  long  I  was  «itirely  nnconsciotiB  I  do  Dot  knoir. 
For  after  I  begun  to  come  to  myself  at  intervaU  which. 
grew  Bhorter,  for  periods  which  grew  longer,  I  was  too  weak 
to  move  a  mnsde  or  to  ntter  a  syllsble.  I  lay,  flaccid,  la 
my  big,  deep,  soft  bed,  veiy  dimly  aware  of  Occo  or  ot 
Agathemer  hoTering  about  me,  generally  recalled  to  con- 
acionanees  by  an  eggspoonfiil  of  hot  apiced  wine  being  forced 
through  my  alow-opening  lips  and  teeth. 

How  many  timea  I  was  sofBciently  congdona  to  know  that 
I  waa  being  fed,  bnt  too  ill  for  any  thoughts  whatever,  I 
cannot  conjecture.  When  I  began  to  have  mental  feelings 
the  firrt  waa  one  of  dazed  confusion  of  mind,  of  groping  t9 
leooUect  where  I  was  and  why  and  what  bod  last  happened 
to  me. 

When  I  recalled  my  last  waking  experience  I  lay  bathed 
in  sleepy  contentment.  I  contd  think  connectedly  enou^ 
to  reason  out,  or  my  unthinking  intuitions  presented  to  ma 
without  my  tliinking,  the  conviction  that,  if  Vedia  conld 
recognize  me  in  a  big  pool  among  scorea  of  swimmers,  if  her 
perceptions  in  regard  to  me  were  acute  enough  and  quick 
enough  for  her  and  her  alone  to  notice  that  I  bad  fainted 
in  the  water,  if  she  cared  enough  for  me  and  was  sufBciently 
indifferent  to  what  society  might  say  of  her,  for  her  to  rescue 
me  and  sit  down  on  the  pavement  of  the  tepidarium  and 
pillow  my  wet  head  on  her  wet  thighs  till  I  showed  signg 
t^  life,  I  need  not  worry  about  whether  Yedia  cared  for  me 
or  not.  I  was  permeated  with  the  conviction  that,  however 
difficult  it  might  be  to  get  her  to  acknowledge  it,  however 
great  or  many  might  be  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my  marry- 
ing her,  Vedia  loved  me  almost  as  consumedly  as  I  loved  het. 

In  this  frame  of  mind  I  convalesced  steadily,  if  slowly^ 
jncoriotu  of  the  flight  of  time,  of  news,  of  anything;  coatoit 
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to  get  well  vbeoeTer  it  Hboold  fdease  the  gods  uid  confident 
that  luppiiieas,  even  if  long  deferred,  was  certain  to  follow 
my  recoTery. 

After  I  conld  talk  to  Occo  and  Agatbemer  and  seined  to 
want  to  ask  questions,  which  both  of  tiiem  disconraged,  one 
mDming,  on  wakening  for  the  second  time,  after  a  minute 
allowance  of  nourishment  and  a  refreshing  nap,  I  fonitd 
Galen  by  my  bedside. 

He  looked  me  over  and  asked  questions,  as  physicians  in- 
nriably  do,  concerning  my  bodily  smsations.  After  be 
seemed  satisfied  be  asked: 

"iiy  son,  were  you  ever  ill  before  yon  were  hit  on  the 
head  in  your  recent  affrays?" 

"Never  that  I  remember,"  I  answered. 

"I  judge  BO,"  he  said.  "If  you  had  not  been  blessed  with 
the  very  beet  physique  and  constitution  you  would  have  died 
in  your  friend's  Utter  on  the  Sstarisn  Highway.  Thanks 
to  your  general  strength  and  healthiness,  and  thanks,  to 
some  extent,  to  my  care  and  that  of  my  coUesgnes,  you  are 
alive  and  on  the  way  to  complete,  permanent  recovery  and 
to  long  life  with  good  health.  But  you  very  nearly  com- 
mitted suicide  when  you  went  out  snd  about  contrary  to  my 
orders.  I  say  all  this  solemnly,  for  I  want  yon  to  remembn* 
it.  If  yon  disobey  again,  you  will,  most  likely,  be  soon 
buried.  If  yon  obey  you  have  every  chance  of  getting  so 
well  that  yon  can  safely  forget  that  yon  ever  were  ilL 

'^nt,  until  I  tell  you  that  you  are  well,  do  not  forget 
that  yon  are  ilL" 

"I  shall  remember,"  I  aaid,  "and  I  shall  be  scrupulously 
obedient." 

"Good  I"  be  ejaculated.  "I  infer  that  yon  find  life  worth 
living," 

"Very  well  worth  living,"  I  rejoined  devoutly. 

"Then  listen  to  me,"  be  said.  "You  must  remain  abed 
imtil  I  tell  you  to  get  up ;  when  you  first  get  up,  it  must  be 
for  only  an  hour  or  so.  Yon  must  not  attempt  to  go  oat 
nntil  I  give  yon  pomission.    You  must  not  risk  eating  sodi 
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meal*  m  7011  are  used  to.  Yon  mnst  Uke  smill  amonnts  of 
ipecified  fooda  at  stated  intervals.  Agathemer  will  see  to 
■II  that,  with  Occo  to  help  him.  Do  joa  promise  to 
acqnieeceT" 

^  promiae,'^  I  said. 

"Bonember,"  he  cautioned  m^  "that  the  number,  varieiy 
and  WTait;  ot  the  blows  rained  od  yen  in  your  two  fifjjita 
were  so  great  that  you  wen  almost  beaten  to  death.  Yon 
had  no  bones  broken,  but  the  injoiy  to  your  mnscles  and 
ligaments  was  sa£Bdent  to  kill  a  man  only  ordinarily  strong 
vhils  the  blows  affecting  yoor  kidneys,  liver  and  other  inter* 
aal  organs  were  in  themselves,  without  the  braising  of  all 
yoni  surface,  enoagh  to  canae  death.  I  had  yon  convalesciiig 
promptly  and  rapidly;  yon  went  ont  and  overstrained  all 
year  vitalitiea.  Yonr  recklessness  almost  ended  yon.  Yon 
were  far  nearer  death  in  yonr  relapse  than  at  first,  and  that 
is  saying-  a  great  deal.  If  yon  obey  me  yon  will  certainly 
PBCOver.     If  yon  disobey  yon  vriU  probably  kill  yourself." 

'a  shall  take  all  that  to  heart,"  I  said.  '^  have  promised 
to  be  docile:  111  keep  my  word  and  obey  my  slaves  as  if 
every  day  were  the  Satnmalia." 

"Good  I"  be  exclaimed.    "Yon  are  getting  better." 

He  looked  me  over  again  and  asked: 

"Is  there  anything  yon  want?^ 

"I  want  to  see  Tanno,"  I  said. 

Ton  shall  the  day  after  tomorrow,"  he  promised,  "or 
perhaps  tomorrow,  if  I  find  yon  improving  faster  than  I 
mticjpate." 

Actually,  after  a  brief  visit  from  him  the  next  day,  Tanno 
was  ushered  into  my  sick-room. 

My  first  question  was  about  my  tenants.  Not  one  such 
tenant-farmer  in  a  million  would  ever  have  a  chance  of 
bong  personally  presented  to  Cssar.  They  had  been  awe- 
stmcic  when  I  told  them  of  their  amazing  good  fortune. 
They  had  said  almost  nothing.  But  I  knew  that  they  vere^ 
all  nine  of  them,  aa  nearly  rapt  into  ecstasy  as  Sabine  f  armera 
conld  be  at  the  prospect  of  poaonally  aalnttng  Cesar  in  hir 
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Palace,  in  his  Audience  Hall  on  hie  tlirone.  I  bad  beco  too 
inert  to  worry  aboat  anjiiung,  bnt  I  almoet  worried  at  the 
thought  of  their  disappointment,  through  m;  relapse. 

Tanno  told  me  that  he,  knowing  the  Emperor's  character 
pret^  well,  had  taken  it  upon  himself  to  hare  them  passed 
in  with  him  «s  the  Emperor  had  ordered,  and  had  himself 
oskod  permission  to  present  them  and  had  presented  them. 
The  next  day,  he  said,  ereiyone  of  them  had  returned  home. 

I  heaved  a  deep  sigh  of  relief:  my  tenants  and  my  Sabine 
Estate  were  off  my  mind ;  I  might  be  entirely  easy  about  til 
things  in  Sabinum. 

He  then  told  me  what  a  brilliant  success  Marcia  was  amcmg 
the  pleasure-loving,  novelty-Ioring,  Inznrious  hi^-liring  set 
in  our  city  society. 

"Since  the  enforcement  of  the  old-&shioQed  laws  relaxed 
and  became  a  dead  letter  and  some  were  even  repealed,"  he 
aaid,  "not  a  few  men  of  equestrian  rank  have  married  freed- 
women  and  such  occurrences  no  longer  cause  any  scandal  or 
much  remark.  Bnt  the  results  are  not  generally  productive 
of  any  social  success  for  the  ill-assorted  pair. 

"1  have  known  a  few  fieedwomen  married  to  men  of  wealth 
and  eqnestrian  rank,  who  gained  some  vagne  approximation 
of  social  standing  among  the  wives  of  their  husbands'  friends. 
Bnt  Marcia  is  the  first  freedwoman  I  ever  knew  or  heard  at 
to  be  treated,  by  everybody  and  at  once,  as  if  she  had  been 
freebom  and  since  birth  in  her  husband's  class.  Martins 
has  not  brought  this  about,  or  aided  much;  he  is  a  good 
enough  fellow,  but  he  has  no  social  qualities;  for  all  the 
power  he  has  of  attracting  friends  he  might  as  wdl  be  an 
archaic  statue.    Marcia  has  done  it  alL    She's  a  wonder." 

Then  he  told  me  of  Mnrmex :  how  he  was  already  rated 
Some's  champion  swordsman;  how  the  Palace  Fabeatra  was 
Jammed  with  notables  eager  to  see  him  fence,  how  magnates 
competed  for  invitations  to  such  exhibitions,  how  Murmez 
was  overwhelmed  with  attentions  of  all  kinds  from  all  sorts 
of  people,  had  had  a  furnished  apartment  put  at  his  disposal 
l>y  one  admirer,  a  litter  and  bearers  presesited  him  by  anothw. 


THE  WATER^ARDEK  Itf 

tlready  saw  hia  domicile  erovded  with  presents  of  statuary, 
psintiiigB,  farnitnTa,  flowers  and  all  possible  gifts,  bow  b« 
was  an  immediate  and  farilliaut  success  with  all  claaaes,  eren 
tbe  populace  taUing  of  him,  crowding  bdiind  his  litter, 
«Qd  demanding  him  fw  the  next  pnblie  exhibition  of  gjadi^ 
ators. 

That  nch  luck  had  befallen  a  man  whom  I  had  pres^ted 
to  Court  angoied  well  for  me,  indubitably. 

Alter  I  had  been  ont  of  bed  an  hoar  or  more  for  eereral 
consecntiTe  days  Oalen  said  to  me: 

'^on  are  almost  well  enoogh  to  be  about,  bnt  not  qoiie. 
If  yoQ  go  back  to  yoor  habitwil  hours  of  sle^  you  will  fret 
and  fidget  indoors,  and  yon  are  not  yet  sufficiently  recovered 
to  leenne  your  normal  life.  Ton  need  fresh  air.  I  hare 
ooDsidered  what  is  best  and  what  is  possible.  I  hare  talked 
witti  your  friend  Opsitins.  Through  him  I  hare  arranged 
for  joa  to  have  short  outingi  in  this  manner.  On  fair  days 
if  yon  fed  like  going  out  yon  may  call  for  your  litter.  In 
it  yon  moat  keep  the  panels  closed  and  the  curtains  drawn. 
Agathoner  will  give  your  bearers  directions.  Nemestroida 
haa  offered  yon  ibe  nee  of  her  lower  garden.  Tou  are  to 
hare  it  all  to  yonraelf,  whenever  yon  want  it,  as  lon^  aa  my 
directions  to  Agathemer  permit  yon  to  remain  in  it;  and 
you  need  not  remain  a  moment  nnleaa  yon  enjoy  being 
theTe."* 

I  understood  without  aeking  any  questions.  Nemeetronia'a 
palace  was  one  of  the  most  desirsble,  magnificent  and  8p■^ 
dans  abodes  in  Bome.  Her  father,  who  had  been  accustomed 
to  say  that  be  was  too  great  a  man  to  have  to  live  in  a 
fashicmable  nei^borbood,  that  any  neighborhsod  in  which 
ha  settled  would  thereby  become  feshionable,  had  bou^t  a 
very  generous  plot  of  land  nearly  on  the  crest  of  the  Viminal 
Hill  and  had  there  built  himself  a  dwelling  which  wtis  at 
once  noted  amoi^  the  dozen  finest  private  dwellings  in  the 
Eternal  Citf.  In  one  respect  it  was  preeminent.  From  its 
lof^  position  it  had,  down  the  elope  of  the  hill,  a  wide  view 
over  Qie  d^  and  this  view  was  unobstructed,  for  below  hia 
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palace  Kemeattonina  had  had  laid  ont  six  sspante  gardem, 
two  largs  and  four  BmalL  Next  the  hooae  the  gnmnd  fell 
away  so  shari^y  that  he  had  been  able  to  cieate  a  t^raced 
garden,  the  only  private  terraced  garden  in  Bome,  extending 
•cross  the  entire  rear  of  hie  palace  and  with  three  terraces, 
from  the  uppermoat  of  which  the  view  was  almost  as  good 
as  from  the  Upper  windows  of  the  mansion.  Below  this, 
each  extending  along  bnt  half  the  length  of  the  terrace^ 
was  a  graes-gorden,  where  it  was  possible  to  play  ball-games, 
it  being  a  mere  expanse  of  sward  shnt  in  by  high  walls  cot- 
•red  with  flowering  vines;  and  a  formal  garden,  in  the 
&ahiDnable  style.  Below  the  grass-garden  was  one  of  similar 
size,  all  flower-beds,  to  supply  roses,  lilies,  Tiolets  and  other 
staple  blossoms  for  his  ban^eting-hall,  bdow  the  formal 
garden  was  one  called  the  wild-garden  or  shmbbery-garden, 
like  the  grass-garden  in  being  covered  with  sward  almost 
from  wall  to  wall,  bat  nnlike  it,  in  that  it  had  fonr  shade 
trees,  no  two  alike,  and  many  flowering  ahmbe  of  all  kinds 
and  sizes.  Lastly  below  these  two  was  the  water-garden,  the 
same  size  as  the  terraced  garden,  taken  up  with  fonntains 
and  pools,  and  all  gay  in  season,  with  the  flowers  v^ch  thriTe 
in  or  beside  ponds  and  pools.  It  had  also  ei^t  beantifiil 
lotos  trees. 

High  woUa,  throng  wMdi  one  mi^t  pass  from  one  to 
the  other  only  by  gates  generally  abut  fast,  aeparated  and 
aidoeed  theae  gardens,  for  their  ca'eator's  intention  was  to 
«njoy  the  pecohar  charm  of  each  nndistracted  by  the  am- 
trasting  charms  of  the  others.  From  the  npper  gardens  it 
was  posaible  to  see,  to  some  atent,  into  those  lower  down 
the  hill ;  bnt,  from  the  lower,  one  conid  see  nothing  of  those 
above. 

One  side  of  the  property  was  flanked  by  a  street,  a  men 
Barrow,  walled  lone  on  which  no  dwelling  opened.  Along 
this  were  posterns  in  the  wall,  giving  access  to  or  exit  from 
the  terrace-garden,  the  formal-garden,  the  wild-jfsrden  and 
the  water-garden. 

I  understood  at  once  what  I  later  heard  from  Agathemer. 
Hm  water-gardea  was  to  be  mine  for  my  airings.    I  was  to 
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laave  mj  Utter  $.i  its  pottem  is  tlia  nnfreqaeuted  laoe  and 
nenter  m;  litter  there. 

There  I  -went  next  day  and  revelled  in  the  beauty  of  the 
garden,  in  the  BonHhine,  in  the  breeze  and  in  the  BeosaticaiB 
of  retuming  health  and  Btrength  which  inimdated  me.  There 
I  went  for  some  days  in  succession  similarly. 

On  the  eighth  day  before  the  Kalends  of  Aagnst  OMea 
came  to  see  me,  luA  early  in  the  morning,  hut  abont  the 
bath-honr  of  the  afternoon.  He  seemed  well  pleased  with 
bis  inspection  of  me  and  irith  my  answers  to  his  questions. 

*^oa  are  practically  well/'  he  said,  "and  mnch  sooner 
than  I  anticipated.  I  am  tempted  to  tell  yon  to  return  to 
your  normal  roatine  of  meals,  eating  what  yon  please ;  and 
to  give  yon  permission  to  resume  your  usual  social  activitiefl 
Sat  I  think  it  better,  in  a  case  like  yours,  to  wait  a  month 
too  long  rather  than  to  be  a  day  too  soon.  So  I  shall  «ijoin 
an  adherence  to  your  diet  and  a  continuance  of  your  long 
rat  hours  and  brief  outingB  for  some  days  yet.'* 

He  had  me  summon  Agathemer  and  repeated  to  him  mnch 
of  what  he  had  said  to  me. 

"He  might  go  out  at  once/'  he  said,  "but  we  had  best  be 
cantioos.  Limit  him  to  morning  outings  in  Nemestronta'a 
gardens.  He  may,  however,  see  friends,  one  at  a  time,  accord- 
ing to  his  wishes  and  yoor  directions.  And  be  particular  as 
to  his  diet.  Give  him  more  c^  each  viand  at  each  feeding. 
Feed  him  as  soon  as  be  wakes.  Then  time  the  feedings  two 
hoars  apart.    Are  your  depgydraa*  good?" 

"Of  the  beat,"  I  interjected.  "My  uncle  was  a  fancier 
of  time-keepers  and  had  one  in  every  room,  and  no  two 
alike  in  ornamentation,  all  beautifully  decorated." 

"The  ornamentation  doesn't  matter,"  said  Galen,  impa- 
tiently. "Do  they  keep  time  with  anything  approaching 
accuracy?" 

"As  near  accuracy,"  I  said,  "as  any  depaydras  ever  made." 

"Well,"  he  said,  "depsydraa  always  work  better  when 
nearly  full  than  when  nearly  empty.  When  yon  feed  him 
have  a  full  depgydm  handy  and  start  it  whoi  he  begins  to 

*  Wats-docks. 
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tat.  Then  by  it  feed  him  agftin  after  two  hoars.  Keep  to 
that  interral  and  to  the  diet  I  have  enjoined." 

Next  day  I  spent  over  three  hoars  in  NemeBtronia'a  water- 
garden,  Tanno  with  me  for  most  of  the  time.  Twice,  daring 
the  chat,  Agathemer  brought  me  a  tray  with  the  drink  and 
food  enjoined  for  that  boor  of  the  day.  Each  time  I  left 
not  a  drop  or  cramb :  I  vaa  ravenous. 

The  following  morning  Agathemer  let  in  to  me,  in  that 
tame  garden,  Murmez  I/acro,  who  thanked  me  for  my  good 
offices  with  Commodna  and  narrated  his  triumphal  progress 
of  professional  and  social  snccess  ever  since  I  had  seen  him 
fence  with  the  Emperor. 

Agathemer  did  not  penntt  Mormex  to  linger  long,  saying 
that  it  was  against  Oalen's  orders.  After  I  was  alone  and 
had  eaten  what  he  brought  I  basked  and  idled  happily,  think- 
ing of  Vedia,  entirely  unruffled  by  the  fact  that  I  had  had 
no  miasiTe  or  message  from  her,  conaidering  her  silence  merely 
discreet  and  judicious  after  her  spectacular  rescne  of  me  in 
the  Tepidariium,  and  confident  (^  seeing  her  as  soon  as  I 
TP8S  entirely  welL 

While  I  was  in  this  mood  my  hostess  came  to  chat  with 
me.  '  Nemestronia,  at  eighty-odd,  was  as  dainty  and  charm- 
ing an  old  lady  as  the  sun  ever  shone  on.  And  as  lovable  aa 
any  woman  alive.  I  loved  her  dearly,  as  all  Rome  loved  her 
dearly,  and  I  ranked  myself  high  among  her  countless  hono- 
rary grandsons,  for  her  motherly  ways  made  her  eeem  an 
honorary  grandmothn  to  all  young  noblemen  whom  she 
favored. 

After  a  heart-warming  chat  she  said : 

"I  must  go  now,  by  Qalen's  orders.  Before  I  go  I  wont 
to  ask  you  whether  you  are  coming  here  tomorrow?" 

"Certainly  I"  I  cried,  looking  about  me  with  delight. 
"Could  there,  can  there,  be  in  Bome  a  more  Elysian  spot  in 
which  to  feel  health  being  restored  to  one?" 

She  beamed  at  me. 

"Be  sure  to  be  here,"  ehe  said.    *^on  will  not  r^ret 

Between  naps  that  afternoon  and  before  I  sl^  that  nij^i 
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I  aootiied  myself  irith  the  hope  that  I  was,  hj  Kemestronu'fl 
inflnencQ,  to  h^ve  an  interriflw  with  Tedia. 

Xext  mohiin^  the  weather  wu  beantiiol,  the  akj  clear, 
the  air  neither  too  cool  nor  too  warm,  the  breeze  aoft  and 
steady.  Nemeetronia'a  water-garden  appeared  to  me  eren 
more  deli^tfnl  than  the  da;  before.  I  admired  the  lotos 
trees,  the  wat€r-lily  pade  in  the  pools,  the  jets  of  the  fonit- 
tains,  the  bright  strips  of  flowers  along  the  pools,  particnlarly 
some  water-flags  or  some  flowers  resembling  water-flags. 

I  was  idling  in  the  son  on  a  cushion  which  Agathemw 
had  arranged  for  me  on  a  marble  seat  against  &.e  upper 
wall,  nearly  midway  of  the  garden,  bnt  in  sight  of  the  postern 
gate  by  which  I  had  entered.  So  idling  and  dreaming  day 
dreams  I  let  my  eyes  rore  languidly  about  the  scene  before 
me.  While  meditating  and  staring  at  the  paTement  at  my 
feet  I  heard  footsteps  on  the  walk  and  looked  np. 

To  my  amazement  I  saw  Egnatias  Capito  approaching. 

Xo  wonder  I  was  amazed.  I  knew  him  bnt  slightly.  Z 
■hoold  nerer  have  thought  of  asking  to  see  him,  aa  I  ^  asked 
to  be  allowed  to  see  seTenal  of  my  semi-intimates.  Agathfr- 
mer  had  insisted  that  I  postpone  seeing  them,  because  an 
interriew  with  any  of  them  was  likely  to  overtire  me.  I  kneiT 
that  no  one  conld  have  entered  that  garden  withont  Agathe- 
mer*s  knowledge.  I  conld  not  concave  how  Capito  came  to 
be  there. 

He  greeted  me  formally  and  asked  permission  to  seat 
himself  beside  me.     I  gare  it  rather  grudgingly. 

He  asked  after  my  health  and  I  answered  imly  less  grudg- 
ingly. 

"I  conjecture,"  he  said,  "that  you  are  snrpriaed  to  see 
rae  hereP' 

"1  am  Borprised,"  I  said  shortly. 

"Will  you  permit  me  to  explain?"  he  asked  courteous^. 

I  could  not  be  less  courteous  than  he  aod  signified  mj 
assent 

Tonr  secretary,"  he  said,  "is  ot  the  opinion  that  your 
illneaa,  while  cansed  by  your  injuries  in  the  affrays  into 
wliich  yoa  were  entrapped,  was  greatly  intensified  1:^  jont 
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chagrin  at  finding  joarself  embroiled  with  both  the  Vedian 
and  Satronian  clans,  and  he  also  thinks  that  brooding  ow 
the  condition  of  affairs  has  delayed  your  recoTery." 

"I  assumed  all  that,"  I  intermpted,  "bnt  I  cannot  conceive 
■why  he  has  talked  to  you  abont  it" 

Capito  was  always  ingratiating.  He  gazed  at  me  i^proach- 
folly,  gently,  winningly. 

"If  I  have  yonr  peimiBsion,"  he  said,  "I  shall  explain." 

"Explain !"  I  cried  impatiently. 

"Agathemer,"  he  went  on,  "has  left  no  atone  nntomed 
to  find  eome  means  for  placating  both  clans  and  for  reconcil- 
ing yon  with  both.  In  pnrsnit  of  this  aim  be  has  been 
cantions,  discreet,  tactful  and  secret  He  has  covertly  tried 
many  plans  of  approach.  It  was  intimated  to  him,  tmly, 
that  I  had  on  foot  a  scheme  which  promised  to  succeed  in 
reconciling  both  dans  with  each  other  and  he  rightly  inferred 
that  I  might  be  able  to  arrange  for  reconciling  both  with 
you  at  the  same  time.  I  am  confident  that  I  can,  as  I  told 
him  when  he  tentatively  approached  me  and  nnostentationsly 
sounded  me  tm  this  matter.  I  told  him  that  it  was  only 
necessary  that  I  have  an  interview  with  you  as  soon  as  might 
be.  Believing  that  an  early  dissipation  of  your  embroil- 
ment would  conduce  to  your  quick  and  complete  recovery  he 
arranged  for  me  to  meet  you  as  I  have." 

While  he  vras  saying  this  my  eyes  roved  about  the  garden. 
To  my  astonishment  I  saw  a  man  standing  against  the  shut 
postern  door,  intently  regarding  us  as  we  sat  on  the  maibla 
seat  conferring.  In  my  half  convalescent  state  I  had  become 
used  to  acquiescence  in  anything  end  everything,  I  was 
inert  mentally  and  physically  and  my  perceptive  faculties 
dulled  and  slow  as  were  my  intellectual  processes.  While 
hearkening  to  Capito  I  gazed  at  the  man  uncomprehendingly, 
only  half  conscious.  I  thought  him  a  quea-looking  fellow 
to  be  in  Capito's  retinue ;  he  did  not  look  like  a  slave,  hut 
like  a  free  man  of  the  lowest  class.  I  did  not  recognize  him, 
y«t  it  seemed  to  me  that  I  should;  I  did  not  like  the  way 
he  looked  at  us,  yet  I  said  nothing.  Be  seemed  to  see  ma 
locJcing  at  him,  opened  the  postern,  stei^Md  timing  it  uid 
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rirat  it  after  him.  As  he  irent  I  was  ahot  thTongfa  nitb  tiM 
omrictioiL  that  I  had  seen  bitn  eomewhere  before. 

"If  yOQ  hsTe  in  yon/'  I  said  to  Capito,  "an;  ench  super* 
natural  powers  as  you  would  need  for  succesa  in  what  you  aim 
at,  if  yoa  have  any  reasons  for  anticipatiB^  Bnccess,  Agatho- 
mer  was  fully  jostified  in  what  he  has  don&  If  yon  can 
Kolly  accomplish  what  yon  eeem  to  believe  yon  can  accom- 
plish, I  shall  be  grat«fal  to  yon  to  the  last  breath  I  draw. 
Bnt  I  am  skeptical.     Speak  on.     Convince  me." 

"I  must  first,"  he  said,  "have  your  pledge  of  eecrecy  tor 
what  I  am  about  to  say." 

''What  sort  of  secrecy  f"  I  queried,  repelled  and  suqiicioiiB. 

"If  I  am  to  disclose  what  I  wish  to  disclose,"  he  said« 
'*yoii  mnst  give  me  your  word  not  to  rereal  by  word,  look, 
act  or  silence  anything  I  may  make  known  to  you,  from 
your  pledge  ontil  the  t«mination  of  our  interview." 

I  was  uneasy,  but  curious.     I  gave  my  pledge  as  he  asked. 

Ete  looked  abont,  warily.  He  leaned  closer  to  me.  He 
qwke  in  a  snbdued  tone. 

"It  mnst  be  known  to  yoo,"  he  said,  "that  many  of  nf 
nobles,  many  men  of  equectrion  rank,  many  senators,  are 
gravely  anxioos  conceming  the  Republic,  gravely  dissatisfied 
with  the  diarscter  and  behavior,  I  might  say  the  misb^ 
hsvior,  of  our  present  Prince." 

'^  don't  wonder  that  yon  pledged  me  to  secrecy,"  I  Unrted 
out    '^oa  are  talking  treason." 

"Heu  me  to  the  end,"  he  begged,  "and  yon  will  find  tiiat 
I  am  talking  not  treason  but  patriotiBm." 

I  grunted  and  he  went  on. 

"Many  of  ns  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Bepnblic,  iriiich 
was  nerer  as  prosperous  as  within  the  past  eighty  years,  is 
in  gnve  danger  of  losing  much  of  its  Empire,  bo  gloriously 
eztaided  by  Trajan,  so  well  maintained  by  his  three  suc- 
cessora,  if  it  continues  to  be  neglected  and  mismanaged  as 
it  is.  To  save  the  commonwealth  and  retain  its  provinces 
we  mast  have  a  Osbot  competent,  diUgent,  discreet  and 
brave;  and  not  one  of  these  epithets  can  be  properly  applied 
to  the  tntocimt  now  in  power.    We  feel  that  he  most  bo 
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removed  tnd  Hat  there  mmt  be  anbstitiited  for  him  «  ruler 
vho  is  all  that  the  State  needs  and  has  the  right  to  expect" 

"Fine  words,"  I  s&id.  "Ifaaking  a  coiupiracy  to  a88a»- 
■inate  our  Emperor." 

He  looked  ebocked  and  pained. 

"Hear  me  out,"  he  pleaded. 

"I  am  cariooa,  I  coafeae,"  I  admitted,  "to  learn  what  all 
thifl  haa  to  do  with  reconcilinff  Yedina  and  Satrmins  and 
regaining  me  the  good  giacee  of  both.  I  on^t  to  terminata 
the  interview,  but  I  am  weak.    Go  on." 

"Kattirally,"  he  said,  "both  Tedios  and  Satronins  resent 
what  the  Emperor  did  and  said  concerning  jour  entangle- 
ment in  their  feud  and  they  are  both  inforiated  at  tiieir 
humiliation  and  at  the  effective  means  be  tocJc  to  tie  thor 
hands  as  far  as  concerns  you  and  to  ensnre  jour  safety,  aa 
&r  aa  they  were  concerned." 

"CommodoB,"  I  intermpted,  "is  not  altogether  a  bungler 
when  he  gives  his  mind  to  the  datiee  of  hia  office." 

"May  I  go  on?"  Capito  enquired,  mildly,  evan  reproadl- 
fuUy  and,  I  might  say,  irresistibly.  He  was  a  bom  leader 
of  a  conspiracy,  for  few  men  could  be  alone  with  him  and 
not  fall  under  his  infinence. 

"Qo  on,"  I  said.  "I  am  consumed  with  cnxiosity  to  di*- 
cover  how  their  rage  at  the  Emperor  could  lead  to  a  reoon- 
ciliation  between  them." 

"It  is  not  obvious,  I  admit,"  he  said,  "but  when  I  ezj^ain, 
yon  will  see  how  naturally,  how  inevitably  a  recondliation 
might  be  expected  to  result. 

"Yon  have  seen,  perhaps  often,  a  peasant  or  laborer  beting 
hia  wife?" 

"Everybody  has,"  I  replied.  "What  has  that  to  do  with 
vhat  yon  were  talking  of?" 

"Be  patient  I"  he  pleaded.  "You  have  seen  some  bystander 
interfere  in  such  a  domestic  fracas  7" 

"Often,"  I  agreed. 

"You  have  alao  aeen,"  he  continued,  "not  only  the  hus- 
band turn  on  the  ontaider,  but  tiie  wife  join  her  spouse  in 
attacking  her  woatd-be  leecuer,  have  seen  both  trounce  the 
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interloper  and  in  their  mntiiftl  help  forget  thoir  late  snt»gi>< 

"Certainly,"  I  agreed. 

"Well,"  he  puTBTied,  "human  natoie,  male  or  female,  loir- 
life  or  high-life,  i»  the  same  la  eesence.  Yedius  and  3atr»- 
nina  are  bo  inceused  with  Cesar  for  balking  their  appetite  for 
rerenge  on  joa  that  they  are  thirsting  for  rerenge  on  Gsaar 
and  ready  to  forget  all  their  hereditary  animosities  and  join 
in  abasing  him.  In  fact,  they  have  joined  the  league  of 
patriots  of  which  I  am  the  leader.  And  they  are  eo  bent 
on  their  new  purpose  that  they  are  ready  to  be  hearty  friends 
to  anyone  sworn  as  our  confederate.  I  can  arrange  to 
obliterate,  even  to  annihilate  forever,  all  trace  of  enmi^ 
between  you  and  either  of  them.  If  you  will  but  agree  to  let 
your  natural  inherent  patriotism  overcome  all  other  feelings 
in  your  heart  and  aid  ns  to  abolish  the  shame  of  our  Bepublic 
and  to  safeguard  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Empire." 

All  this  while  I  had  been  half  listening  to  him,  half  occu- 
pied in  trying  to  recall  where  I  had  seen  the  man  who  had 
stepped  through  the  postern.  At  this  instant,  as  Capito 
paused,  I  suddenly  realized  that  he  was  the  immobile  horse- 
man whom  we  had  twice  passed  in  the  rain  by  the  roadside 
the  morning  I  had  started  from  n^  rilla  for  Bome.  His 
hooked  nose  was  unmistakable. 

Somehow  this  realization,  along  with  the  recollection  of 
what  Tanno  had  said  of  the  fellow,  woke  me  to  a  sense  of 
the  danger  to  which  I  wa«  exposed  by  being  with  Capito 
and  also  to  a  sense  of  the  craziness  of  his  ideas  and  plana. 

I  felt  my  face  redden. 

"You  have  said  enou^l"  I  cut  him  short  "I  perfectly 
understand.  Yon  think  yourself  the  destined  savior  of  Bome 
and  the  deviser  of  priceless  plans  for  Berne's  future.  Yon 
are  not  so  much  a  conspirator  as  a  lunatic.  Your  scheme^ 
are  half  idiocy,  half  moonshine.  I  have  pledged  you  my 
word  to  be  secret  as  to  what  you  have  told  me.  My  pledge 
holds  if  yon  now  keep  silent,  rise  from  this  seat  and  waU: 
•tnight  out  to  your  litter,  by  the  same  way  by  which  yon 
ome  from  it.    If  you  atter  another  pliable  to  me,  if  yoit 
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do  Dot  rise  promptly,  if  yon  hesitate  tboni  going,  if  jan. 
linger  on  jour  path,  I'll  call  my  litter.  111  go  Btraight  to 
the  Palace,  111  ask  for  a  private  audience,  Fll  wait  till  I 
get  one,  III  tell  the  Emperor  everj  word  you  have  said  to 
me.  If  you  want  protection  for  yourself  from  my  pledge, 
leBTe  me.  Go!" 
He  gave  one  glance  tt  me  and  want 


CHAPTEB  IX 

THE  SgUALL  OF  IHB  LBOPABD 

WHEN  he  was  gone,  when  I  had  seen  the  portem  door 
shnt  behind  him,  I  felt  snddenly  weak  and  faint.  I 
was  amazed  to  find  how  exhaasted  I  was  left  by  the  ebbing 
of  the  hot  ware  of  indignation  and  rage  which  had  surged 
throng  me  as  I  revolted  from  his  abenrd  and  contemptibla 
proposals.     I  felt  flaccid  and  limp. 

At  this  instant  Agathemer  brought  me  a  tray  of  food.  My 
impulse  was  to  burst  out  at  him  with  reproaches  for  hav- 
ing, without  consulting  me,  presumed  to  arrange  for  me  on 
interview  with  a  man  not  among  my  intimatee.  But  I  was 
BO  enraged  that  I  dreaded  the  effect  on  me,  in  my  weakened 
state,  if  I  let  myself  go  in  respect  to  rebuking  my  slave.  I 
kept  silent  and  was  mildly  Burpriaed  to  find  myself  tempted 
by  the  food.  I  ate  and  drank  all  that  was  on  the  tray,  and 
Agathemer  vanished  noiselessly,  without  a  word. 

I  Bat  there,  revived  by  the  food  and  wine,  feeling  the  weak- 
neBS  caused  by  my  rage  gradually  pajwing  off  and  meditating 
on  the  sadden  change  in  my  condition.  Before  Capito  ac- 
costed me  I  had  felt  perfectly  well  and  was  looking  forward 
to  resuming  my  normal  life  next  day,  to  going  to  the  Palace 
Levee,  to  enjoying  a  bath  with  my  acquaintances  at  the 
Thermc  of  Titus.    Since  Capito  had  left  me  I  had  felt  so 
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OTeietnne  that  I  mu  ready  to  look  f ormud  to  Bome  daya  jtt 
of  strict  regimeB  and  isolatUoi. 

Thna  meditatiiig  I  waa  again  aware  of  foototepa  on  the 
walk. 

I  looked  up  and  wag  more  amazed  than  when  I  had  canglii 
eight  of  Capito.  Approachiiig  me,  bat  a  few  paces  from  me, 
was  one  of  the  most  detestable  bwes  in  Bome,  a  man  whom 
I  udnloiuly  AToided,  FaltoainB  Bambilio.  Hiii  father,  the 
Pontifex  of  Veeta,  waa  an  ofiEanaiTely  and  abanrdly  vnctnona 
and  pompona  man.  His  son,  who  had  already  held  aeTeral 
minor  <^lcea  in  the  City  QoTemment,  had  been  one  of  the 
qtuBstora  the  year  before,  and  eo  waa  now  a  senator.  Bat 
he  was,  as  he  always  had  been,  as  he  remained,  a  booby.  I 
do  not  beliere  that  there  was  any  man  in  Borne  I  detested 
Bt>  heartily. 

He  greeted  me  as  if  he  had  a  right  to  117  notice  and  aaid: 

"T.  waa  told  that  Egnatina  Capito  was  in  this  garden." 

'^e  was,"  I  replied  cortly,  '4iat  be  hae  left  it." 

"I  certainly  am  disappointed,"  he  said,  seating  himself 
by  me,  nninrited.  "I  particnhurly  wanted  to  apeak  to  Capito 
at  uice." 

'nTon  might  find  him  at  hia  boose,"  I  saggested. 

Bat  Bambilio  was  impwvioaa  to  saggestiona. 

*I  wanted  to  talk  to  him  and  70a  togetiier,"  be  said,  '^nt 
that  can  be  managed  some  other  time." 

I  was  about  to  reply  tartly,  but  t  reraonbered  how  my 
imtation  with  Capito  had  affected  me  and  recalled  Oalen'a 
injunction  that  I  mast  avoid  all  causes  of  excitement  and 
emotion.     I  held  my  peace. 

Bambilio,  as  if  he  had  been  an  intimate  and  had  been 
•pecially  invited,  lolled  comfortably  on  the  bench  and  gazed 
•iqiTOTin^y  about 

"Fine  garden,  Andivius,"  he  said.  "Fine  trees,  fine  flowers 
•nd  I  say,  what  a  jewel  of  a  slave-girl,  eh !  Hedalio  t" 

I  could  hare  hit  him,  I  was  so  incensed  at  his  familiarity. 
I  was  already  choking  with  internal  rage  at  Agathemer  for 
hanng  let  anyone  in  to  talk  to  me  in  that  garden,  still  mn* 
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At  his  baling  done  to  without  coDHulting  me  end  moat  of  all 
that  after  doing  bo  he  had  not  made  sure  that  no  one  bat 
Capito  could  pass  the  postem  door.  But  I  almost  exploded 
into  Tolnble  wrath  when  I  looked  where  he  indicated,  saw 
a  pretty,  shapely  young  woman  in  the  scanty  attire  of  a 
•laTe-giil  picking  flag-flowers  into  a  basket  she  carried,  and 
recognized  Vedia.  That  Agathemer*8  presumption  sboitld 
hare  spoiled  the  interview  with  Vedia  which  she  and  Neme- 
■tronia  bad  manifestly  arranged  for  as,  that  it  should  hare 
tapoied  Vedia  in  her  undignified  disguise  to  recognition  by 
tbe  greatest  ass  and  blatherskite  in  the  senate,  this  infuri- 
ated me  till  I  felt  internally  like  Aetna  or  Vesuvius  on  tbe 
verge  of  emption. 

Vedia,  for  it  was  she,  had  evidmtly  been  approaching  me 
drcuitously,  hoping  to  be  noticed  and  bailed  from  afar.  Now 
when  she  was  near  enoogh  for  not  merely  a  lover  but  for 
any  acquaintance  to  recognize  her,  she  looked  up  at  me  over 
ber  basket  as  she  laid  a  flower-stalk  in  it 

Instantly  ber  face  flamed,  she  turned  away  and  went  on 
picking  flowers  diligently.  After  she  had  moved  a  few  steps 
she  sprang  into  the  path  and  scampered  ofl  like  a  child,  her 
basket  swinging,  vanishing  through  a  door  in  the  upper  wall 
on  ray  left 

"Neat  little  piece  I"  Bambilio  commented.  "Taking,  and 
eveiy  part  of  her  pretty.    Fine  calvee,  especially." 

I  was  by  this  time  in  a  condition  which,  had  I  been  old 
and  fai;  must  have  brought  on  an  apople:?.  But  my  bot 
rage  cooled  to  an  icy  haughtiness,  and,  though  it  took  a 
weary,  tedious  long  time,  I  kept  my  temper  and  my  demeanor, 
look,  tone  and  word,  managed  to  convey  to  him,  even  throng 
the  thick  armor  of  his  self-conceit,  that  he  was  not  welcome. 
He  rose,  said  farewell  and  waddled  off  to  the  postern.  As 
won  as  he  was  outside,  more  rapidly  than  I  had  moved  since 
I  was  felled  in  the  roadside  affray,  I  walked  to  that  door  and 
made  sure  that  it  was  bolted. 

I  was  strolling  nnhuiriedly  back  to  the  seat  I  had  left  and 
was  perbape  half  way  to  it,  when  I  beard,  loud  and  dear, 
tbe  long-drawn,  blood-curdling  hunting-squaU  of  Nemestro> 
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nia's  pet  leopard ;  heard  in  it  more  of  mmace,  more  of  adult 
ferodt?,  more  of  the  horrible  J07  of  the  power  to  kill  than 
I  had  erer  heard  before. 

Instantly  I  comprehended  what  had  hsppoied.  Either 
Agathemer  when  he  took  off  m;  tray  or  Vedia  when  she 
escaped  had  passed  through  the  wild-garden  (probably  it 
had  been  Yedia,  who  would  not  know  that  the  leopard  waa 
confined  there),  and  had  left  a  door  imperfectly  closed.  The 
leopard,  which  might  have  been  asleep,  under  the  ahrabberiea 
and  inTisible,  had  roased  and  had  paasad  throngh  the  on- 
fttteoed  door  up  into  the  terrace-garden.  This  was  the  kind 
of  morning  on  which  Kemeatronia  would  have  many  visitors, 
fte  kind  of  weather  which  would  tempt  them  to  have  their 
chairs  out  on  the  upper  terrace,  the  hour  of  the  morning  at 
which  they  would  be  most  likely  to  be  out  there.  The  leopard, 
I  instantly  inferred,  was  stalking,  not  some  hare,  porker,  kid 
or  lamb,  bat  her  owner  and  her  ownn's  guests. 

I  disembarrassed  myself  of  my  outer  garments,  threw  off 
my  snn-hat,  and,  clad  only  in  my  shoes  and  tonic,  sprinted 
for  the  door  into  the  wild'garden,  throng  it,  through  its 
upper  door,  which,  as  I  had  forecasted,  I  found  open,  and  oat 
on  the  lower  terrace.  From  there  I  conld  not  see  anything 
on  the  upper  terrace,  but,  as  I  cleared  the  door,  I  heard  again, 
rising,  quavering,  sinking,  rising,  the  leopard's  hunting  cry 
from  the  upper  terrace^  I  sprang  up  the  stair  to  the  middle 
terrace,  and  half  way  up  that  to  the  upper;  but,  when  my 
head  was  abont  on  a  level  with  the  pavement  of  the  walk 
along  the  upper  terrace,  I  checked  myself  and  moved  a  hairs- 
breadth  at  a  time;  for  the  rescne  an  which  I  had  ctnne  was 
a  delicate  task  and  any  quick  movement  might  preciintate 
the  leopard's  killii^-apring. 

Through  the  spaces  betweoi  the  yellow  Nomidian  marble 
balusters  I  saw  what  I  had  anticipated.  Partly  under  the 
big  middle  awning,  bat  mostly  out  in  front  of  it  on  the  walk> 
were  set  a  score  of  light  chabs.  On  those  fnrtiiest  out  were 
seated  nine  ladies:  K^oestronia,  Vedia,  Urgalania,  Entedia, 
Aemilia  Priaca,  Uagnonia,  Claudia  Ardeana,  Semnia, 
Papiria  and  Coatonia.    They  were  rigid  in  their  chaiis. 
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vliite  vitli  terror  and  ;et  afraid  to  mova  a  mosde.  Bdly 
flat  on  the  walk,  about  twelve  paces  from  them,  crouched  the 
leopard,  moving  forward  a  paw  at  a  time.  As  I  gained  a 
view  of  her  she  emitted  a  third  squall. 

I  saw  that  I  was  in  time  and  felt  so  relieved  that  I  almost 
fainted  in  the  revulsion  from  my  agony  of  anxiety.  As  I 
began  to  move  my  mind  was  free  enough  to  wander  how 
Vedia  had  found  time  to  change  from  her  slave-girl  disguise 
into  B  bewitching  fashionable  toilet.  Among  those  leaders  of 
Boman  society,  the  very  pick  of  Bome's  noblewomen,  sho 
showed  her  b^  and  outshone  them  olL 

I  moved  evenly  and  steadily  up  the  steps  and  along  the 
balustrade  till  I  was  post  the  crouching  leopard  and  then 
on  round  till  I  was  in  her  line  of  si^t  and  halt  between 
her  and  her  victims. 

She  recognized  me  at  once,  the  evil  switching  of  her  tail 
ceased,  she  half  rose ;  she  began  to  purr,  a  purr  that  sounded 
to  me  as  loud  as  the  roar  of  a  water-fall  in  a  gorge;  she 
took  a  few  steps  towards  me,  then,  suddenly,  she  made  a  pecu- 
liar movement  hard  to  describe,  something  like  the  curvetting 
of  a  mettlesome  colt,  but  characteristic  of  a  leopard  and 
therefore  like  the  movement  of  no  other  animal  save  a  leopard 
or  lion  or  tiger;  she  leapt  daintily  clear  of  the  pavement 
and  struck  sideways  with  her  forepaws.  The  antic  perfectly 
expressed  playful  delight  and  friendliness. 

I  recognized  her  mood  and  knew  that  I  bad  not  only  dis- 
tracted her  from  her  bloodtbirst  but  had  her  entire  atten- 
tion. I  knew  what  I  must  do,  but  I  raged  at  the  ridiculong 
exhibition  which  I  must  moke  of  myself  before  the  most 
fastidioOB  and  conventional  of  Bome's  noblewomen.  Yet,  if 
I  was  to  save  them,  I  must  not  hesitate.  I  threw  myself 
flat  on  my  side  on  t^e  pavement  and  made  clawing  motiona 
with  my  hands  and  feet,  the  leopard  responded  to  my  sog^ 
geetion,  capered  again  as  before  and,  when  close  to  me,  lay 
down  before  me  on  the  pavement  and  b^sn  to  paw  at  me^ 
purring  loudly  in  her  throat,  now  and  then  snarling  softly. 
She  played  with  me  as  she  bad  oft^i  played  before,  all  her 
^«8  sheathed  and  her  paws  soft  as  thistledown ;  mumbling 
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ny  haoda  and  foreunu  in  ber  Iiot  moatb,  slaTenng  over 
them,  yet  never  80  modi  u  braising  the  akin  with  her 
tteed^-aharp  teeth.  Yet  I  seemed  to  detect  a  anbtle  differ- 
ence in  her  mood  and,  from  moment  to  momoit,  dreaded 
tiuit  she  might  clav  me  to  ribbons  or  sink  her  fanga  in  my 
iboolders  or  face. 

AU  the  Thile  she  was  mouthing,  pawing  and  kicking  me 
I  was  raging  at  Agathemer  for  having  pat  nte  In  »  position 
where  I  hsd  to  nuke  so  nndignified  an  exhibition  of  myself 
before  such  an  assemblage. 

Pzesently  I  recognised  that  alteration  in  her  mood  whidi 
made  it  possible  for  me  to  rise,  take  her  by  the  scmff  of 
the  neck,  and  lead  her  off  to  her  cage. 

When  I  had  her  inside  I  realixed  how  hot,  swea^,  dosfy 
tousled,  rumpled  and  mnseed  I  was.  Her  cage  was  ondw 
Hie  Tsnlted  arcade  beneath  the  second  terrace.  I  was,  when 
I  shot  its  bolts,  alb^^ether  ont  of  sight  of  Yedia,  Nemeetro- 
nia  and  the  o&er  noble  ladies  who  had  been  spectators  of 
n^  tnasle  with  the  leopard.  I  did  not  want  them  to  see  me 
■gain  in  my  dishevelled  and  dirty  condition:  I  sneaked  into 
the  home  by  the  passage  from  the  arcade  into  the  cellars 
and  np  the  scullery  st&irs,  made  the  first  slave  I  saw  escort 
Bte  to  the  guest-room  I  usually  occoiaed  when  at  Nemeatro- 
nia's  and  bade  him  Bommon  bath-attendants  and  dressers. 
Memestronia  had  a  store-room  lined  with  wardrobes  of  men's 
attire  containing  every  sort  of  garment  of  every  style  and 
iii&  I  was  soon  dam  and  clad  as  a  gentleman  should  be 
in  a  fresh  tonic  and  in  the  garment  I  had  left  in  the  water- 
garden,  which  s  footman  had  fetched  for  me. 

Then  I  went  out  on  the  upper  terrace. 

There  I  foond  the  nine  ladies,  with  some  maids  and  waiters. 
Before  the  ladies,  facing  Nemestronia,  stood  Agathemer; 
bdind  and  about  him  Nemestronia's  six  big,  husky,  bull- 
necked  slave-lashers,  the  tvo  head-lashers  with  their  many- 
lashed  scourges. 

I  realized  at  once  what  had  happened.  Nemestronia  had 
needed  no  one  to  inform  her  that  it  was  through  Agathemer^s 
n^igwice  or  mismanagement  that  the  leopard  had  eecaped 
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from  the  wild-garden.  Shs  had  not  mited  to  ask  nw  to 
invettigato  the  matter  and  pimiah  m;  slave.  She  had,  lilce 
the  great  noblewoman  ahe  vbb,  awnmed  mj  acqnieacaioe 
and  approval  and  Bommoaed  and  qneetiooed  Agathemer.  Be- 
fore I  appeared  hia  answers  had  co&Ticted  hita.  She  did  not 
look  rotmd  at  me  as  I  joined  the  group  and  seated  mjeelf 
in  a  vacant  chair  on  her  left,  between  Vedia  and  Claudia 
Ardeana.     As  I  seated  myself  she  gave  the  order: 

"Strip  him  and  give  him  a  hundred  lashes  I" 

Vow,  then  and  there  I  fonnd  myself  in  the  most  cruel  and 
painful  situation  I  had  ever  been  in  mj  life.  Agathener 
and  I  had  been  playmates  almost  from  our  cradles;  com- 
rades, cronies,  chums  all  our  lives.  Neither  of  ub  had  ever 
had  a  brother.  Each  had  been,  since  infancy,  a  brother  to 
the  other.  I  could  not  have  loved  a  real  brother  any  more 
than  I  loved  Agathemer,  nor  could  he  have  had  more  im- 
plicit confidence  in  the  goodwill  of  a  blood  brother.  I  was, 
in  fact,  as  solicitous  for  Agathemer's  welfare  as  for  my  own 
and  I  rejoiced  vrith  his  joys  and  OMumed  with  his  griefik 
I  would  have  done  anything  to  protect  him  and  save  him, 
as  be  had  faithfully  and  tirelessly  nursed  and  cared  for  me 
in  my  illness. 

But  I  knew  that  no  explanations  eosld  ever  make  Neme- 
otionia  nnderstand  oar  mutual  relations  or  accept  my  views 
of  them;  to  her  a  slave  was  a  slave;  she  felt  as  analteraUe 
a  gulf  between  free  man  and  slave  as  between  mankind  and 
cattle.  I  could  only  let  her  have  her  way,  though  I  was 
inundat«d  with  misery  at  the  thought  of  Agathemer's  ap- 
proaching agonies.  I  had  been  hotly  wrathful  with  him 
and  had  meditated,  as  I  dressed,  what  sort  of  punishment 
would  befit  his  fault :  now  that  Nemestronia  had  ordered  him 
flowed  my  resentment  against  him  had  all  oozed  oat  of  me 
and  I  was  filled  with  sympatiiy  for  bim  and  scorn  of  nsj 
covrardice  in  not  protecting  him.  I  glanced  at  him  as  the 
lashers  stripped  and  bound  him.  He  sent  back  at  me  a 
glance  wfaidi  said,  as  plain  as  words: 

"I  am  to  blame.  I  know  you  are  sorry  for  me.  But  gin 
no  cign,  I  must  go  through  this  alone," 
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And  I  had  io  sit  there  while  the  head-lasher  flogged  him 
till  the  pavemeat  on  which  he  lay  was  all  a  pool  of  gore, 
till  hia  back  was  in  tatters  from  neck  to  hips,  till  he  was 
carried  off,  insensible,  perhaps  dead. 

Also  I  had  to  express  m;  spprobstion  of  Nemestronia'a 
orders,  and  had  to  sit  there  and  chat  with  the  ladies,  seren 
of  whom  were  inclined  to  be  facetious  over  the  fi^re  I  had 
cot  sprawling  on  the  mosiac  walk,  tnssliDg  with  that  abomi- 
nable leopard.  The;  thanked  me  for  saviog  their  lives,  or 
at  least,  the  life  of  some  one  of  them.  But  they  were  sly 
abont  my  comical  appearance  while  the  leopard  manled  and 
tousled  me. 

Two  did  not  speak. 

Vedia  was  cold  and  mate  and  spoke  only  when  she  rose, 
excusing  herself  to  Nemestronia  and  calling  for  her  litter 
first  of  them  alL 

Nemeetronla  was  so  weak  from  the  reaction  after  her  fright 
and  so  unwilling  to  display  her  weakness  that  she  haidly 
■pok^  limiting  herself  to  the  brief  words  courtesy  demanded. 

When  I  reached  home  I  forgot  GTer]rtbing  else  in  my 
■olicitnde  for  Agathemer.  I  not  only  called  for  my  own 
physician,  but  sent  argent  messages  summoning  Qalen  and 
CdsianuB.  Celsianus  was  affronted  at  the  suggestion  that 
be  stoop  to  prescribe  for  a  slave  and  incensed  at  having  been 
called  in  haste  for  sach  a  trifle:  but  Gslen,  who  came  in 
while  Celeianos  was  erpressing  his  indignation,  diverted  his 
mind  at  once  by  rejoicing  that  I  was  sufBcientiy  recovered 
to  take  that  moch  interest  in  one  of  my  slaves.  He  made 
haste  to  see,  inspect  and  assist  Agathemer:  when  he  was 
■omewhat  relieved  and  we  had  left  him  abed  with  Occo  to 
wttdi  him  and  with  injunctions  that  quiet  was  the  best 
medicine  for  him,  Galen  turned  to  me. 

*^oa  have  had  a  shock,"  he  said,  "and  a  superabundance 
of  ezdteonent.    Tell  me  aJl  about  it" 

When  I  had  told  him  what  had  happened,  omitting  only 
Tedia's  disguise  and  her  presence  in  the  water-garden,  h« 
Hid: 

*?  certainly  ibonld  not  have  prescribed  any  sach  eKcit»> 
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meiitA  and  efforta  u  medicunento  for  a  cue  Ijlce  yours.  But 
it  sometimes  happens  that  being  startled  accomplishes  mora 
towards  a  cure  than  long  rest  can.  Your  perturbation  of 
mind  and  activity  of  body  has  cured  you.  You  are,  as  far 
■8 1  can  judge,  well.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  you  may  safely 
eat  and  drink  what  you  like  in  moderation,  rest  only  as  you 
please  and  may  resume  your  normal  life." 

I  was,  naturally,  much  pleased,  but  had  no  impulse  to 
Xasume  my  habits  that  day.  I  kept  indoors,  denied  myself 
to  all  visitors,  slept  long  after  Qaleo  had  left,  ate  a  moderate 
dinner  and  went  early  to  bed. 

Next  day  I  went  through  the  normal  routine  of  a  Soman 
of  my  rank.  The  story  of  the  leopard  bad  been  noised  about 
and  the  husbands  of  the  ladies  concerned  every  one  came  to 
salute  me  at  my  morning  reception  and  to  thank  me  for 
my  miraculous  intervention,  as  they  called  it  As  six  of  the 
ei^t  were  senators  my  atrium  had  an  aspect  seldom  seen  at 
tba  reception  of  a  man  of  equestrian  rank. 

At  the  Palace  I  found  the  tale  of  the  leopard  had  reached 
tiie  ears  of  the  Emperor.    He  congratulated  me,  saying: 

"You  are  not  only  a  good  fighter,  Hedulio,  but  also  in- 
credibly bold  and  marvellously  favored  by  the  gods." 

Tauno  was  at  the  Palace  to  say  farewell  for  the  summer, 
as  he  was  off  for  Bais  to  enjoy  the  scenery  and  sea-breezeB. 

"I  envy  you,"  said  Commodus.  "I  must  remain  here 
many  days  yet  to  get  rid  of  the  most  pressing  matters  on  my 
crowded  files  of  official  papers." 

After  the  Palace  levee  was  oyer  I  went  to  Vedia's  man- 
sion and  tried  to  see  her,  but  was  rebuffed,  the  porter  declar- 
ing that,  by  her  physician's  orders,  she  was  denying  herself 
to  all  visitors. 

At  home  I  found  Agathemer  still  suffering  terribly,  bnt 
without  fever,  with  no  sign  of  proud  fiesh  anywhere  on  his 
fiayed  back  and  not  only  entirely  able  to  talk  to  me  but  eager 
to  do  so.  We  had  a  long  talk  on  the  entire  subject  of  our 
peculiar  relations  as  a  master  and  slave  who  wne  more  likv 
brothers.    He  assured  me  that  I  had  done  just  rig^t  to  act 
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u  I  bad  and  be  begged  my  pardon  for  bis  bluDders  in  arrang- 
ing to  hare  Capito  admitted  to  talic  to  me,  in  arranging  it 
irttbottt  my  permission  or  even  knovlodge,  in  neglecting  to 
guard  the  outer  door  of  the  garden  and  so  admitting  Bam- 
bilio,  and  in  causing  the  escape  of  the  leopard.  I  heartily 
forgave  him,  told  bmi  to  forget  all  that,  that  I  forgot  it  aU 
and,  on  my  side,  begged  his  forgirenesa  for  his  agonies.  He 
•aid  there  vas  nothing  to  forgive:  that  my  ancle's  injnnc- 
tioDB  had  compelled  my  leaving  him  a  slave  and  the  rest 
had  be«i  his  fault,  not  mine. 

I  told  him  that  I  would  do  anything  in  my  power  to  malce 
him  well,  comfortable  and  happy,  except  setting  him  free, 
from  which  I  was  restrained  by  my  uncle's  behests. 

He  asked  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  Yilla  Andivia  as  sooa 
as  the  physicians  pronounced  him  fit  to  travel. 

I  agreed:  commanded  that  my  travelling  carriage,  which 
Marcus  Martins  had  returned  to  me,  should  be  put  in  order 
and  prepared  for  the  journey;  and  consulted  Galen,  who 
came  of  his  own  accord  to  see  Agathema  two  days  in  euo- 
cessian.  On  bis  third  visit  he  gave  Agathemer  permission 
to  travel  by  carriage  the  next  day  and  he  accordingly  set  oS 
for  Tilla  Andivia  on  the  Ides  of  August. 

Each  day  I  had  spent  most  of  my  afternoon  at  ^e  Batiu 
of  Titus.  Each  afternoon  I  hod  seen  Tedia  at  a  disiance, 
bat  she  bad  always  taken  pains  to  avoid  me,  and  one  can- 
not pursue  or  seem  to  pursue,  a  lady  in  the  Themue. 

Each  day,  also,  I  had  called  to  see  her  at  her  house;  eadi 
day  I  had  been  rebuffed.  On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth 
day  before  the  Kalends  of  September  one  of  the  runnen 
brou^t  me  a  letter.    It  read : 

*^edia  gives  greetings  to  Andivios.  If  you  are  well  I 
am  wen  also." 

But  this  formal  opening  altered  at  once  to  familiar  writing. 

*^OR  are  acting  like  a  silly  boy.  As  things  are,  botii 
in  my  cousins'  clan  and  in  that  of  my  late  husband,  I  cannot 
Teceive  you  at  my  house,  and  you  ought  to  have  sense  enough 
to  realize  that  without  being  told.    Be  patient  and  I  shall 
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■mnge  for  in  interriew  vith  70a.    Please  aToid  me  at  fli0 
Bathi,  as  I  have  700. 

"FareweU.'* 

This  letter  greatly  encoorsged  me  and  I  fdt  ao  elated 
tiiat  I  really  enjoyed  life  for  the  next  few  days,  vhich  vers 
filled  up  with  a  reception  of  my  own  each  morning,  a  roimd 
of  receptions  to  salute  magnates,  my  salutation  to  the  ^m- 
peror,  a  lunch  always  with  some  friends,  a  long  nap  at  homs> 
a  lingering  afternoon  at  the  Baths  of  Titus,  and  a  jol^ 
dinner  at  some  friend's  boose,  for  I  was  invited  oat  twice 
each  day. 

On  the  seventh  day  before  tile  Kalends  of  September,  at 
I  was  on  my  way  to  the  Palace  leTee,  a  runner  inconspicu- 
ously clad  ranged  himself  alongside  my  litter  and  handed 
me  a  letter. 

It  read: 

"She  whose  handwriting  he  will  re«^nize  gires  greeting 
to  Hedolio.  Take  care !  Do  not  let  anyone  see  this  letter} 
take  care  to  seem  n^Ugent  and  uninterested  as  yon  read  it 

"A  conspiracy  against  the  life  of  Cesar  has  been  detected 
and  reported.  Its  leader  is  said  to  be  Egnatins  Capito.  As 
some  informer,  spooaoteA  by  Talponins  Pnlto,  claims  to  have 
seen  yon  in  Capito's  company,  yon  are  implicated.  Save 
yourself.  Do  not  retom  home.  Do  not  go  to  the  I^laee, 
order  yourself  carried  immediately  to  the  Querquetulan  Oate. 
On  the  way  there  purchase  a  r&incloak  and  an  umbrella  bat 
and  whatever  else  may  be  needful  for  your  jonmey.  Outside 
tbe  Porta  Querquetu^na,  in  front  of  Plosumia's  tavern,  yon 
will  find  one  of  the  fastest  horses  in  Italy,  a  blood-bay, 
noticeable  for  light-blue  reius  with  silver  boeses,  his  saddle- 
cloth light-blue  with  a  silver  edge.  Descend  from  your  litt^ 
in  front  of  the  tavern,  accost  the  man  holding  the  hoise^ 
say  to  him: 

*"Ib  this  the  leopard-tamer's  horse?* 

"He  will  reply : 

*"It  is.' 

"Then  say: 

"  1  am  the  leopard-tamer.' 
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"Vs  irill  tiien  allow  ons  of  your  spare  bearers  to  take  Hie 

'^vert  jonzBelf  of  jora  toga  then,  not  eooner.  Equip 
jonnelf  for  your  jonmej.  Mount  and  order  jonr  bearers 
to  take  yonr  empty  litter  home.  Follow  tiie  Frtenestine  High- 
road till  it  meets  the  Via  Labicana.  Then  take  the  first 
crossroad  to  the  Highrosd  to  Tibar.  From  Tibur  press 
on  to  CarseolL  From  there  retam  to  Villa  Andiria  as  yon 
judge  best  Ftonde  for  yoondf  thereafter  as  best  yon 
may. 

"FarewelL'* 

I  recognized  Vedia's  hsndwriting.  I  tmsted  her  im[dicitly. 
I  ms  far  more  elated  at  her  concern  for  me  than  I  iras 
depressed  at  my  impending  rain.  Somehov  the  fact  that 
die  bad  taken  the  tronble  not  only  to  mro  me,  bnt  to  think 
out  for  me  all  the  details  of  a  plan  of  at  least  temporary 
eicape,  the  inference  that  she  hoped,  hoped  against  hope, 
ttiat  I  might  be  somehow  saved,  heartened  me  amaaingly; 
io  that  1  was  rather  inspirited  at  the  prospect  of  adrentajre 
than  damited  by  the  shadow  of  inescapable  doom.  I  gath- 
ered myself  together,  determined  to  take  as  much  adTantage 
as  possible  of  Yedia'e  warning,  and  of  the  respite  it  afforded 
me.  I  reeolTed  to  follow  her  suggestions.  I  had  set  ont 
for  the  Palace  mmsoally  early.  I  had  plenty  of  time.  I 
ordered  my  bearers  to  carry  me  through  the  heart  of  the 
Ci^  down  the  whole  length  of  the  Vicvs  Tvscua  to  the  meat 
muket. 

I  should,  I  suppose,  have  been  in  an  agony  of  vain  regrets ; 
I  rather  expected  from  moment  to  moment  to  be  drowned 
in  an  inundation  of  such  semsations,  I  was  mote  than  a  little 
nrpriaed  at  my  actual  feelings.  Here  I  was,  bitiierto  a 
wealthy  Boman  nobleman  in  excellent  standing  with  my 
fellows,  my  supmors  and  the  Prince ;  from  now  on  a  hunted 
fngitive  and  not  likely  to  postpone  my  last  hour  more  than 
ft  few  days.  I  was,  presumably,  viewing  the  throbbing  heart 
of  j^oriona  Bome  for  the  last  time.  I  i^ould  have  felt  chief 
mourner  at  my  own  funeral,  Actoally  I  relished,  I  hugdy 
•tq^^ed,  every  p«cfl  of  my  progress  thiou^  the  flllhig  attMtiy 
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where  the  pABsera-by  and  idlers  were  still  fresh  and  IMif 
after  a  nights  sleep  and  where  ererj'thuig  was  irradiated  1^ 
dieerfnl  moming  avmligbt.     I  felt  cbea-fnl  aa  the  aonli^t. 

Beyond  the  Ueat  Market  I  had  my  bearers  stop  at  the 
Temple  of  Forttute,  which  I  entered,  there  I  prayed  fervently 
before  the  statue  of  the  GoddesB. 

When  I  was  again  out  in  the  market  I  hon^t  two  Hts 
white  hoiB,  young  and  plumps  and  assigned  one  of  my  rdi^- 
bearers  to  carry  carefully  the  basket  in  which  the  old  maAefr- 
woman  ensconced  them,  after  I  bad  paid  ha  well  for  her 
basket  as  well  as  ber  heta. 

Then  I  had  my  men  carry  me  down  the  strai^t  emp^ 
ctreet  along  the  southwest  flank  of  the  Circus  UaximoL 
Half  way  along  it  I  halted  them  before  the  Temple  of  Mer- 
cury. This  I  altered  and,  bidding  one  of  the  attendants 
lead  me  to  the  priest  in  charge  at  that  hour,  I  requested  him 
to  offer  for  me  the  two  white  hens  and  beseech  for  me  tba 
faror  of  the  Ood. 

Outside  I  reentered  my  litter  and  made  my  bearers  trot 
all  the  way  round  by  the  big  and  little  Ccelian  Hilla  to  the 
QaerqnetnlaD  Qate.  We  passed  on  this  route  many  cheap 
shops.  From  one  I  bought  a  pair  of  horseman's  high  bootB, 
soft  and  nipple  and  mud-proof.  All  the  way  I  enjoyed 
bogely  my  onting  and  tbe  Bigbts  and  sounds  around  me^ 
From  another  shop  one  of  my  reliefs  brought  me  an  umbrella 
hat  which  fitted  me  and  a  Tolaminous  horseman's  raindoak 
which  could  not  but  protect  anybody;  at  another  I  had  bouf^ 
for  me  a  wallet;  at  another  flint  and  steel  in  a  good  horn 
caw,  compact  and  neat 

Ontside  the  Querquetulan  Gate,  wbidi  my  bearers  readied 
blown  and  sweating,  although  the  reliefs  bad  changed  at  abort 
interrals,  we  bad  no  difficult  in  locating  Ploeumia's  tavern. 
Tbe  bolder  of  tbe  bay  horse  with  the  blue  and  silver  trappings 
recognized  my  pass-words  and  surrendered  his  charge  to  one 
of  my  extra  bearers.  At  the  tavern  another  lined  my  wallet 
with  bread,  sausagea,  olives,  dried  figs  and  cheese,  while  I 
wis  dianging  into  horseman's  kit 

I  pat  into  tbe  wallet  my  mon^,  more  than  enou^  cadfc 
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tat  my  jonntcry  home,  and  Vedia's  letter.  I  tiieo  moonted, 
gSTfl  my  boys  their  orders  and  set  off  at  an  eaej  cantflr.  I 
knew  I  must  shoir  no  signs  of  haste  ontil  I  was  on  ths 
Hi^iroad,  so  I  took  m;  time  about  working  round  to  it. 
Once  on  the  Via  Tiburtiaa,  where  horsemen  at  a  tearing 
g^oiS  going  i°  either  direction,  were  too  common  a  oi^t 
to  caose  an;  remarks,  I  let  out  my  mettlesome  mount  and 
Gorered  the  remainder  of  the  twenty-four  miles  to  l^bnr 
not  long  before  noon. 

Between  the  bridge  over  the  Anio  and  Tibur  are  a  num- 
ber of  hilltope,  from  each  of  which  one  has  a  fine  new  ct 
Some,  if  the  weather  is  clear  and  bright  The  weather  was 
Tery  bright  and  clear  and  the  views  very  fine.  At  eadi  hill- 
top I  checked  my  mount,  wheeled  him  and  remained  so  for 
sometime,  contemplating  the  magnificence  I  might  never  see 
■gain,  the  ^ory  upon  which  my  gaze,  most  likely,  would 
nerer  again  feagt  I  should  have  felt  my  eyes  fill  with  tears 
at  «ach  of  these  prospects,  the  viewing  of  which  was,  each 
tinae^  in  the  nature  of  a  last  farewell  Yet,  somehow,  most 
irmtionally,  I  felt  anything  but  dejected,  rather  hopefol  and 
full  of  conjectorea  about  my  future,  instead  of  b^ng  filled 
with  farAoHntpi  ot  doom,  with  sorrow  for  my  bard  fate. 
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AT  Tibnr  I  put  up  at  a  clean  little  ion  I  had  kaowa  tA 
since  boyhood,  but  which  I  had  never  before  entered 
or  eren  seen,  bo  that  I  felt  bkIb  there  and  reasonably  Bue 
to  pass  as  a  traveller  of  no  rank  whaterer.  My  knowledge 
of  country  vays,  too,  enabled  me  to  behave  like  a  landed 
proprietor  of  amall  means. 

After  ft  hearty  lonch  I  poshed  boldly  on  np  the  Valerian 
Highway  and  covered  the  twenty-two  miles  between  Tibnr 
and  Caneoli  without  visibly  tiring  my  monnt.  He  was  no 
more  winded  nor  lathered  than  any  ^veUer's  horse  should 
be  at  the  end  of  a  day  on  the  road.  At  Garseoli  I  again 
knew  of  a  dean,  qniet  inn,  and  there  I  dined  and  slept. 

Thence  I  intended  to  follow  the  rongh  conntry  roads  along 
the  Tolenns.  Stream-side  roads  are  always  bad,  so  I  allowed 
two  days  more  in  which  to  reach  home,  and  I  could  hardly 
have  done  it  quicker.  The  night  after  I  left  Caraeoli  I 
camped  by  a  tributary  of  the  Tolenns  in  a  very  •pnttj  little 
grove.     From  Carseoli  on  the  weather  was  fine. 

About  the  third  hour  of  the  day,  on  the  fifth  day  before 
Ute  Kalends  of  September,  of  a  fair,  bright  morning,  I  came 
to  my  own  estate.  On  the  road  nearing  it  I  had  met  no 
one.  I  met  no  one  along  the  woodland  tracks  leading  into 
my  property  from  that  side:  on  my  estate  I  met  no  one 
save  just  as  I  was  about  to  enter  my  villa.  Then  I  encount- 
sed  Ofatulenns,  bailiff  of  the  Villa  Farm.  He,  of  course, 
was  amazed  to  see  me.  I  bade  him  mention  to  no  one,  not 
even  to  his  wife,  that  I  had  returned  home. 

"Be  secret  I"  I  enjoined. 

He  nodded. 
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I  beliered  he  irotild  be  dumb.  Oire  me  a  Sabine  to  ke^ 
a  secret;  I'd  back  any  Sabine  against  any  other  sort  ot 
liDtaan  being. 

Ofatalenns  took  my  boree  and  swore  that  no  one  oatside 
of  the  stable  should  know  it  was  there  or  suspect  it.  I  told 
him  to  lock  the  trappings  in  the  third  lockei  in  my  hsmesfr- 
Toom,  which  locker  I  knew  ahonld  be  empty. 

I  got  from  the  stable  to  my  villa  without  encountering 
any  human  being.  Oatside  I  found  Agathemer,  as  I  b«d 
hoped  I  wonld,  Bimning  liiniself  on  the  terrace. 

He  was  even  more  amazed  than  Ofatulenus  and  began  to 
exclaim.  I  silenced  him  and  questioned  him  as  to  his  health. 
He  told  me  that  his  back  was  entirely  healed  and  that,  while 
any  effort  etill  caused  him  not  a  little  pain,  he  was  capable 
of  the  customary  activities  of  his  iigrmal  life. 

I  then  told  biin  why  I  had  returned  home.  He  listened 
in  silence,  except  that  he  here  and  there  put  in  a  query  when 
I  omitted  some  detail  in  my  excitement. 

When  be  nnderetood  my  situation  thoroughly  he  asked: 

"And  what  do  you  propose  to  do?" 

"1  propose,"  I  said,  "to  live  here  unobtmaiTely,  visitiiig 
no  one,  receiving  no  one  and,  by  all  the  means  in  our  power, 
arranging  that  as  few  persons  as  possible  may  know  of  my 
presence  here.  There  is  not  the  faintest  scintilla  of  hope 
in  my  doing  anything  whatever.  But  if  I  maely  eziat 
without  calling  attention  to  my  existence  there  may  be  some 
hope  for  me.  No  man  accused  as  I  am  is  ever  ^owed  an 
opportunity  to  clear  himself:  but  it  has  often  happoied 
that,  by  keeping  away  from  Bome  for  a  time,  a  man  in  my 
situation  has  given  his  friends  a  chance  to  use  their  influence 
in  his  behalf,  to  gain  the  ear  of  someone  powerful  at  Court, 
to  get  an  unbiassed  hearing  for  what  they  had  to  say,  to 
prove  his  complete  innocence  and  rehabilitate  him.  Yedim 
and  Tanno  will  do  all  they  can  for  me.  I  have  hosts  of 
friends,  not  a  few  of  whom  will  aid  Yedia  and  Tanno  as  far 
as  they  are  able.  By  keeping  quiet  here  I  ahall  give  my 
inenda  a  chance  to  save  m^  if  I  can  be  Mved.    U  oo^  I 
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riuU  ben  await  mich  orderB  ee  ma;  be  aent  me,  or  mj  aireit^ 
if  I  am  to  be  Beized." 

"is  that  your  whole  plan?"  A^tfaemer  queried. 

"All."  I  said. 

"Ha;  I  ipeak?"  he  asked.  "May  I  ipeak  out  my  fnU 
mind?" 

"Certainly  I"  I  agreed.     "Speak  1" 

'^  you  stay  here  as  yon  piopoee/'  he  eaid,  "yon  will  be 
arrested  not  later  than  tomorrow  and  haled  to  yonr  death, 
if  not  butchered  at  ai^t.  At  most  the  centurion  in  charge 
might  allow  you  an  hour  in  which  to  commit  suicide.  But 
if  yoQ  remain  here  inactive  your  death  is  certain,  you  will 
never  see  two  sunrisee. 

"But  I  agree  with  you  that  your  friends  will  do  what  they 
caa  and  I  heartily  b^eve  that  OpaitiuB  and  Tedia  will  move 
sky,  earth  and  sea  and  Hadee  beneath  all,  as  far  as  their 
powers  go,  to  save  you.  If  they  have  any  diance  of  succeed- 
ing they  will  need  more  time  than  Peremis  will  give  them. 
If  you  stay  there  you  will  be  dead  before  they  can  so  much 
as  lay  plaiu  to  gain  them  the  ear  of  Saoteros  and  Anteros  or 
some  oth^  Palace  favorite,  let  alone  groping  throuj^  all 
the  complicated  intrigaee  necessary  to  arrange  for  an  audi- 
ence with  the  Emperor  when  he  might  be  in  a  compliant 
bomor. 

*^anr  plan  means  certain  death  for  you.  I  think  I  can 
Mve  yoa  if  you  will  pat  yourself  in  my  hands.    Will  you  P" 

"I  most  certainly  will,'*  I  said,  "and  without  reservation. 
If  yoa  think  yoa  can  save  me,  tell  me  what  you  want  me 
to  do  and  I  stull  do  it.  I  shall  follow  yonr  suggestions  ink- 
plicitiy." 

"Well,"  said  Agathemer,  "since  remaining  here  means  oer* 
tain  death  and  since  there  seems  a  chance  of  final  salvatitm 
for  yoa  through  the  efforts  of  your  friends  and  espedal^ 
those  of  Opsitius  and  Vedia,  since  they  will  need  plenty  of 
time  to  save  you,  if  you  can  be  saved,  from  every  point  of 
view  the  ri^t  course  of  action  is  not  merely  inaction,  not 
madj  bidiag,  but  ap  immediate  and  con^lete  disappeu^ 
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snce.  If  you  sre  found  70a  vill  be  ordered  to  kill  youneH 
or  will  be  put  to  death.  If  70a  caiinot  be  found  you  caimot 
be  lolled  or  made  to  kill  yourself.  Since  you  camiot  be 
found  you  will  stay  alive  until  you  can  be  rehabilitated  with 
Qm  Emperor.  If  that  cannot  be  done  or  is  not  done,  at  least 
yon  will  be  alive.  My  deduction  is,  disappear  at  once  and 
completely.  You  have  many  times,  for  a  lark,  disguised 
yourself  as  an  ordinary  country  proprietor  or  small  farmw 
and  mingled  with  the  crowd  at  a  fair  witiiout  being  reco^ 
nized.  What  you  have  done  for  an  evming  in  jeet  now 
attempt  in  eameet  and  for  as  long  a  period  as  is  necessary. 
And  to  b^in  with,  vanish  from  hen  at  once  and  completdy." 

"But  how?"  I  queried. 

"It  you  are  to  disappear,"  said  Agathemer,  "why  should 
I  waste  time  in  explaining  how.  LfSt  us  disappear  together, 
leaving  no  trace  and  let  us  do  it  at  once." 

"But,"  I  cried,  "I  could  never  consent  to  anytiting  tike 
tiiat  I  You  are  not  in  any  danger.  You  will  be  manumitted 
by  my  will  and  you  can  Uve  safely,  comfortably  and  at  ease. 
Why  should  I  dng  yon  into  I  know  not  what  miseries,  hard* 
ships  and  privations  along  with  me?  Tell  me  what  to  do  and 
I  will  proceed  to  do  it.     But  do  you  stay  here." 

"If  I  told  you  my  plan,"  said  Agathemer,  '^u  could  not 
carry  it  out  alone,  lly  scheme  for  your  escape  and  vanish- 
ment pivots  on  my  disappearing  along  with  you.  If  yon 
agree,  as  I  beg  that  you  will,  we  shall  both  be  safe,  I  hope 
and  trust;  alive,  able  to  return  here  if  it  can  be  arranged, 
able  to  live  elsewhere,  somehow,  if  it  cannot  be  arranged. 
If  you  refnse  your  assent,  I  shall  die  with  you  or  soon  tittet 
yon;  I  am  resolute  not  to  survive  you." 

"I  agree,"  I  said.  "I  am  under  your  orders  henceforth, 
not  you  under  mine." 

Aga&emer  at  once  guided  me  into  the  house  and  upstain 
to  his  rooms,  for  he  inhabited  the  guest-suite  next  my  rootna^ 
which  had  been  my  uncle's. 

"The  first  thing  to  do,"  he  said,  "is  for  both  of  us  te  eat 
heartily,  for  we  do  not  know  when  we  shall  eat  again.    I 
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hare  been  dbnAtj  and  irhimmj  tbont  mj  eating  lince  I  cuoe 
bsd  hoe  and  mostlj  my  meaU  have  revolted  nw  and  I  hxn 
left  the  tridinman  practically  anled,  vbereu  I  hare  often 
been  eeixed  with  imperative  himger  between  meale.  I  hava 
u  OTerabondant  supply  of  all  Borts  of  tempting  odd  viandi 
up  here." 

And,  in  fact,  in  the  room  be  need  aa  a  reading  and  writiog 
nom,  tm  a  side  table,  I  found  an  inviting  array  of  oold 
meats,  jellies,  cakes,  and  fancy  breads,  with  an  assortment 
of  wines.  We  ate  tUI  we  could  eat  no  more,  masticatiDg  out 
food  carnally  and  taking  wine  in  moderation. 

Then  Agathemer  put  np  a  liberal  supply  of  bread  and 
relishes  in  a  small  linen  bag;  obliterated  ail  traces  of  our 
meal  and  presence  and  went  into  his  dressing-room,  where 
he  stripped  stark  naked  and  rubbed  himself  down  with  a 
rough  towel,  carefully  disposing  of  his  garments  in  his  ward- 
lobec. 

From  one  of  his  tables  he  took  a  small  ailTer  case  contain- 
ing flint,  steel  and  tinder.  Then  we  went  into  my  rooms, 
where  he  stripped  me,  rubbed  me  down,  and  disposed  of  my 
garments  as  he  had  of  his.  tij  wallet  he  took  pains  to  hide 
in  the  bottom  of  a  chest,  after  emptying  it  and  putting  the 
contents  about  so  that  each  article  was  ^dden  in  a  different 
place  and  none  could  be  connected  with  the  otheiB  or  with 
the  wallet.  The  little  horn  case  with  flint  and  steel  he 
retained. 

The  ante-room  to  what  had  been  mj  uncle's  bed-room  and 
WBs  now  mine,  had  on  its  walls  trophies  of  bunting-spean 
and  other  weapons  of  the  chase.  Agath^ner  selected  twa 
fauTes  for  killing  wounded  stags,  dependable  implements, 
blade  and  shank  one  piece  of  fine  steel,  the  handles  of  stag- 
bom,  fastened  on  wiUi  copper  rivets. 

With  the  bag  of  food,  the  two  knives  and  the  two  tindtf 
boxes  we  went  np  my  uncle's  private  stair  to  his  library  and 
reading  room. 

Hy  uncle  had  had  his  own  ideas  as  to  nearly  everything 
uo^  mnch  at  variance  with  other  peoj^s  ideas.    As  to 
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boilduig  his  ideas,  pertispa,  vera  less  abemDt  than  bis  opin- 
ioBB  oa  oQi^  subjects,  bat,  certainly  he  was  as  tenacions  of 
them  as  of  his  other  notions. 

He  held,  in  the  first  place,  that  sleeping-rooms  on  the 
ground-floor  of  saj  house  wen  nnhealtiiy  and  a  relic  of 
primitive  barbarism.  He  was  equally  positive  that,  in  the 
country,  where  there  was  ample  room  for  a  building  to  spread 
out,  it  was  folly  to  construct  a  dwelling  of  ihree  or  more 
stories :  such  Tillas  he  railed  at  as  pzhibitions  of  silly  extrava- 
gance and  of  a  desire  to  appear  different  from  one's  neighbors. 
His  villa,  therefore,  was  of  two  stones  only. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  loved  fresh  air,  light,  and  iride 
prospects  from  his  windows;  also  be  spent  most  of  his  day- 
li^t  reading  or  writing,  or  both.  To  gratify  to  the  fall  all 
his  chief  tastes  at  once  he  included  in  the  plans  of  hie  villa 
a  sort  of  tower,  at  the  northwest  comer,  rising  well  above 
the  remainder  of  the  sbmctora,  so  that  the  floors  of  its  third 
0tory  were  on  a  level  higher  than  that  of  the  ridge-poles  of 
the  roofs  of  the  other  parts  of  the  villa  and  from  the  wide 
windows  of  its  rooms  there  was  an  nnobstracted  view  over 
the  tiles  of  the  villa  upon  the  farm-buildings  and  beyond 
them  across  the  fields  to  the  woodlands  and  the  forested  east- 
«m  and  soathem  horizon  as  well  as  a  fine  outlook  down  the 
valley  northward  and  across  it  westward. 

In  this  third  story  of  this  tower  he  housed  his  library 
•nd  there  he  spent  most  of  his  time.  It  was  reached  by  three 
atairs.  One  was  connected  with  the  villa  in  general  and 
was  used  by  him  when  going  down  to  meals  in  bis  iridiaium, 
OT  when  escorting  visitors  up  to  his  library,  as  he  sometimes 
did  with  his  particular  favorites;  and  this  stair  was  also 
used  by  such  servants  as  he  might  summon  to  him  while  in 
his  library  or  as  might  have  to  go  up  there  to  attend  to  it  in 
his  absence.  The  second  stair  connected  with  his  living- 
Tooms  on  the  second  floor,  which  rooms  looked  northwest- 
mrd,  as  he  detested  being  waked  early  by  the  rays  of  the 
Tising  sun  and  loved  baddng  in  the  mellow  radiance  of  after> 
noon  sunlight.  The  third  stair  is  not  easy  to  describe  and 
ms  one  of  my  uncle's  oddest  eccenthciti^    It  was  inside 
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•  aort  of  minor  tower  built  against  tiw  tower  in  which  hia 
library  was  set  aloft,  wluch  minor  tower  extended  far  ap 
towuds  the  sky,  like  a  great  chimney.  What  was  the  pri- 
mary porpose  of  this  minor  tower  I  shall  explain  later.  In 
it,  howerer,  was  a  narrow,  cramped,  spiral  stair,  unlit  by  any 
window  or  loop-hole,  nnconnected  with,  the  second  or  first 
floor  of  the  Tills,  opening  at  the  top  into  the  library  and  at 
the  bottom  into  a  cellar,  a  cellar  so  far  down  the  hillside 
that  its  vanlt  was  below  the  level  of  the  floors  of  the  cellars 
under  the  villa  in  general.  This  stair  my  nncle  bad  had 
GOsrtmcted  to  coisble  him  to  apply  his  idea  that  a  master 
Gonld  ensure  the  diligence  of  his  tenants  and  slaveB  only  if 
he  was  known  to  be  in  the  habit  of  coming  upon  than  nnex- 
pectedly  at  any  hour  of  the  day,  only  if  they  never  knew  when 
he  might  appear  and  so  were  spurred  to  continual  diligence 
for  fear  he  might  catch  them  idling.  For  my  nncle,  thou^ 
be  habitually  spent  his  entire  daylight  in  his  library,  might 
at  any  hour  slip  down  this  stair,  slip  out  onto  the  north- 
western slope  from  the  villa  through  a  door  locked  to  all  but 
him  and  of  which  he  kept  the  key,  or  might  slip  out  soath- 
eostward  or  southwestward  or  northeastward,  through  sim- 
ilar doors  on  the  ground  floor,  reached  by  passages  built  be- 
tween the  many  cellars  of  the  upper  level  of  cellars  under  the 
ground  floor  of  the  villa.  By  this  plan  and  by  popping  oat 
Bometimes  many  times  a  day,  sometimes  after  an  interval  of 
many  i».j»,  he  kept  his  underlings  oleri 

Uy  uncle's  tastes  in  respect  to  books  were  as  peculiar  as 
in  all  other  respects.  He  had  a  really  magnificent  libraij, 
including  all  the  Greek  poets,  all  our  own,  and  other  noUe 
works  of  literature,  such  as  the  historians  in  both  the  Qredc 
and  lAtin  tongues;  the  oratcffs,  and  the  writers  on  painting 
sculpture,  architecture  and  music. 

But  he  paid  more  attention  to  his  personal  fads.  He  had 
a  creditable  collection  of  all  works  on  divination,  a  similarly 
jnclugiTe  assemblage  of  works  on  the  theory  of  government 
and  an  almost  complete  array  of  the  writings  of  the  Emperors, 
fmn  the  Divine  Julius  to  the  Divine  Aureus,  whose  medita* 
ijffu  he  extolled.^ 
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But  he  extolled  abore  tU  other  Princea  and  aatiion  tiw 
Dirine  Jnlitu. 

"Caioe  Julius  Cesar,"  he  wu  cerer  tired  of  »yiiig,  'Sns, 
in  all  respects,  the  greatest  man  irho  ever  lived  on  earth. 
He  was  also  the  greatest  author  earth  has  ever  produced.  His 
poems,  his  mimes,  his  comedies,  his  dramas,  compare  &Tor- 
thlj  with  the  best  of  their  kind.  His  accoonta  of  his  wan, 
whether  against  the  Gania  or  against  his  domestic  adTersariea, 
are  modela  of  narration,  of  lucidit;,  of  terseness  and  of  st;I& 
His  astronomy  is  the  best  manual  of  that  subject  is  Latin. 
His  works  on  Engineering  surpass  anything  of  their  kind  in 
clearness  and  preaerre  for  the  benefit  of  fntore  generations 
more  useful  and  <ffiginal  ideas  than  ever  before  came  from 
the  brain  of  any  one  man.  His  works  on  dinnation,  particn- 
larly  that  on  Auspices,  excel  ererything  proTiously  written 
OQ  that  moat  important  of  all  human  arts. 

"But  hie  two  books  against  Cato  are  his  masterpiece.  It 
is  wonderful  that  any  man  could  have,  in  the  space  of  eight 
days,  written,  with  his  own  hand,  so  flery  an  inrective,  so 
con:q>elling  of  Ote  attention  of  any  reader,  so  completely 
anniMlative  of  his  antagoniafs  pretensions  and  contentions, 
BO  convindngly  establishing  his  own :  to  baTe  made  of  it,  in 
the  course  of  composition  so  rapid  and  totally  unreTiaed,  snch 
a  jewel  of  I^tini^,  in  a  style  not  only  pure  and  impeccable, 
but  glowing  and  charming,  is  astonishing.  But  it  is  down- 
rig)it  miraculous  that  he  should  have  onbodied  in  it  the 
whole  theory  of  govenmient  with  all  its  principles  marshalled 
in  their  array  with  the  most  perfect  subordination  of  consid- 
erations of  lesser  importance  to  main  principles.  The  two 
Anticatoneg  contain  all  that  a  ruler  or  any  minister  of  m, 
mler  need  know  io  guide  him  aright  in  his  tasks.  The  First 
Book  displays  a  complete  theory  of  internal  policy,  the  Sec- 
ond of  external  policy.  The  two  together  form  a  whole  whif& 
is  the  most  brilliant  product  of  Bcnme's  literary  and  politioal 
genius." 

Io  accordance  with  his  high  esteon  for  Cesar's  master- 
piece be  had  possessed  hiniKlf  of  a  beautiful  copy  ol  i^ 
written  by  the  edebrated  caUigniAw  Ihazitelidee,  npon 
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papjm  of  tiw  flnert  quality.  It  'wu  ia  wren  n^,  eidi  book 
of  Cesar's  text  occopjring  two  rolls,  tiie  index  a  fifth,  and  tha 
commenUries  of  grammariuis  two  more.  The  toilers  ioaide 
tiie  tolls  were  of  Nubian  ivoiy,  their  ends  carved  into  pine 
cones,  each  of  the  fourteen  repreaenting  the  cone  of  a  differ- 
ent Tariety  of  pine-  Eadi  roll  waa  oicloaed  in  a  coppei 
cylinder  made  accnxatel;  to  be  both  waterti^t  and  airti^t. 
The  seren  cylinders  were  homed  in  an  cImhlj  case,  inlaid 
with  mother  of  pearl.  I  bare  never  seen  an;  literary  work 
more  beautifully  enshrined. 

When  Agatlwmer  and  I  wet«  in  the  library  he  shut  and 
loded  the  door  at  the  top  of  my  uncle's  private  atair,  aa  he 
had  the  door  at  the  bottom  of  it.  The  two  keys  he  hid  far 
apart,  where  neither  was  at  all  likely  to  be  found  easily  oi 
aooit.  He  had  laid  the  kmree,  tinder-boies  and  bag  of  food 
on  a  table.  He  went  to  the  case  ctrntaiiiing  my  uncle's  most 
hi^i^  prized  tteasores.  From  it  he  took  the  ebony  box, 
opened  it  and  took  ont  two  of  the  cylinders.  From  these  he 
removed  the  rolls  embodying  the  grammarian^  commeota. 
Tbeae  rolls  he  put  back  in  the  box.  diut  it,  retomed  it  to  the 
caaeand  closed  the  case. 

The  two  cylinders  he  had  laid  on  the  table  hy  the  thingi 
which  he  had  brought  up  stairs.  Inside  each  cylinder  he 
placed  a  knife,  a  tinder-boz,  and  a  selection  of  the  food.  The 
bag,  with  what  remained  oi  the  food,  he  tied  up  again.  He 
hjmded  me  one  cylinder. 

"Now,"  he  said,  "we  are  prepared  to  escape.  My  ideft 
is  to  leave  no  trace  of  bow  we  leave  this  villa,  to  have  no  one 
aee  us  leave,  to  have  nothing  with  ua  which  could  identify 
va  after  we  have  left  We  are  to  go  down  the  secret  stair, 
cnwl  out  through  the  big  lower  drain  pipe,  hide  in  the 
buabea  till  dark,  take  to  the  woods,  hide  by  ^y,  creep  uortb< 
vsrd  by  nigbt,  and,  if  we  succeed  in  reach^g  a  district  where 
DO  one  would  recognize  us,  press  on  northward  boldly,  paB»i 
jug  ODTselves  off  as  ronaway  slaves  if  anyone  encounters  us." 

"We'd  be  locked  up  as  runaway  slaves,"  I  said,  "advertised, 
■old  to  Uu  highest  bidder  if  uncUimed  and  h^icefortb  kept 
ID  flaveiy.* 
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'^'m  in  skveiy  now,"  aaid  Agatiiemer.  "Yon,  if  kept  in 
alaTery,  woold  at  least  be  alire  and  in  no  danger  of  being 
recognized." 

"Let  us  go,"  aaid  I. 

We  looked  at  eadi  other  and  borat  oat  laoghmg.  We  made 
a  anfficiently  absurd  epectacle,  each  stark  naked,  each  holding 
a  copper  cylinder,  as  we  stood  in  that  elegant  and  luZnrioos 
room.  According  to  the  fashion  of  the  time,  which  aped  the 
wajv  of  the  yonng  Emperor,  we  wore  our  hair  moderatdy 
Itmg  and  as  both  had  hair  naturally  curly,  were  perfectly  in 
style  aa  to  hair.  Our  beards,  also,  we  wore  clipped  but  not 
shaved,  and  long  enough  to  show  a  tendency  to  curl,  as  the 
Emperor  wore  his. 

Chir  laugh  over  I  gave  a  farewell  glance  about  my  little- 
Bsed  library.  It  was  then  about  the  fifth  hour.  Agatliemer 
gazing  rather  outside  at  the  landscape  than  inside  at  tb« 
room  remained  froaen  etiS,  staring'  northward  down  tbe 
▼riley. 

'  "We  are  barely  in  time,"  he  said.    "Mercury  is  with  us 
and  Fortune." 

"Before  I  left  Bome,"  I  said,  "I  prayed  to  Fortune  and 
sacrificed  to  Mercury." 

"Time  well  spent,"  he  said.     "Look  there  I" 

Peering  where  he  pointed  I  saw,  where  the  roed  was  fint 
Tisible  in  the  distance,  folly  two  miles  away,  a  dozen  or  more 
horsemen,  manifestly,  even  at  that  distance,  of  military  bettr- 
ing:  I  caught,  against  tbe  sunrays,  a  gleam  of  crimson  and  a 
glint  of  gold;  I  conjectured  a  detail  of  Frtetorian  Guards 
coming  to  arrest  me  or  to  put  me  out  of  the  way. 

Agathemer  opened  &e  upper  door  of  the  secret  stair,  which 
nnlike  most  doors,  could  be  locked  on  either  side,  for  cnj 
uncle  always  wanted  to  lock  the  doors  he  used,  whicherer 
way  he  passed  through  them.  After  we  had  passed  this  door 
Agathemer  closed  it  bdiind  us,  and,  as  we  stood  in  the  pitch 
duk,  locked  it. 

We  groped  our  way  down  tbe  dizzying  turns  of  tbe  ste^ 
itair,  Agathemer  going  first  and,  at  the  bottom,  whacking 
his  knee-cap  on  the  lower  door.    This  he  unlo<^ed  and  I 
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fonnd  nqradf  in  a  dim-lit  cellar  which  I  had  visited  but  twic« 
befoM.     Agsthemcr  locked  the  stair-door  behind  lu. 

Now  the  minor  tower,  in  which  was  the  spiral  stair,  waa 
bnilt  as  a  vent  to  carry  np  into  ihe  air,  far  above  the  roo& 
of  the  villa,  vrj  miasma,  effiuvinm  or  exhalation  from  the 
drainage-water  of  the  villa's  bathe,  kitchen  and  latrines.  On 
the  subject  of  harmful  vaponre  from  diains  my  uncle  waa 
&natical  and  to  bear  ont  his  contentions  he  quoted  from  the 
works  of  many  celebrated  philoBophers  and  physicians,  in- 
cluding those  of  Galen. 

Fnrauant  with  his  notions  as  to  how  to  get  rid  of  the 
exhalations  from  drainage  and  to  make  certain  that  no  whift 
of  any  such  vaponrs  ever  found  its  way  up  any  offset  into 
bis  kitchen  or  any  latrine  or  bathroom,  he  had  built  in  this 
small  high  tower  a  shaft  reaching  its  top  and  full  aiz  feet 
aqusre  all  the  way  up.  At  its  bottom  it  widened  out  into 
a  chamber  fully  twelve  feet  square,  carried  down  below  the 
level  of  the  cellar  floor  to  form  a  cemented  tank,  vat,  cistern 
or  cesspool  fully  as  deep  as  it  was  wide.  The  outfall  from 
this  trap  was  by  a  terra-cotta  pipe  of  considerable  size,  its 
opmiing  at  such  a  point  that  the  diaio-water  in  the  trap 
never  reached  higher  than  a  foot  or  so  below  the  level  of  the 
cellar  floor.  The  various  drainage-pipes  from  difEerent  parts 
of  the  villa  were  bo  led  into  this  trap-room  that  their  lower 
enda  were  always  under  water,  so  that  no  exhalations  could 
ever  pase  up  any  of  them. 

To  the  bottom  of  the  trap  settled  the  solid  matter  and  sedi- 
ment from  the  drainage-water.  The  trap  was  cleaned  bj 
slaves  BO  often  that  the  ooze  in  it  never  rose  high  enough  to 
escape  down  the  outfall  pipe  and  befoul  the  Bran  Brook. 
For  cleaning  ont  the  trap-room  had  an  outer  door,  of  heavy, 
solid  oak,  carefully  locked,  which  when  opened  enabled  the 
slaves  entrusted  with  this  task  to  dredge  or  bale  or  scoc^  out 
the  filth  and  convey  it  oft  to  be  used  as  garden  manure.  There 
was  also  an  inner  door,  as  heavy  and  solid  as  the  other,  open- 
ing from  th9  cellar,  which  enabled  my  uncle  to  inspect  th^ 
tap  at  his  convenience.    This  door  Agatbemer  opened. 

I  peered  in  and,  after  my  eyes  becsme  accustomed  to  the 
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gloom,  descried  the  opening  of  the  ontfoU  drain  opposite  tne. 
It  tras  large  eoongh  for  lean  men  like  me  and  Agathemer  to 
cravl  through,  but  certainly  barely  large  enough.  I  could 
see,  after  some  momenta,  the  lower  ends  of  the  drain  {Hpes, 
two  dozen  or  more,  dipping  into  the  foul  liquid  which  filled 
file  cistern.  It  was  very  fool,  for  since  my  uncle's  deatti  the 
cleaning  out  of  the  trap  had  been  Delected  and  the  ooze 
came  almost  to  the  top  of  the  water. 

Agathemer  hunted  about  the  cellar,  found  some  bits  <tS 
stone  about  the  size  of  apples,  put  them  in  the  bag  c^  food, 
tied  np  its  neck  again,  and  threw  it  into  the  trap,  where  it 
sank  out  of  sight.     After  it  he  threw  in  the  two  keys. 

Now  was  the  momwt  for  our  plunge  into  the  unknown. 
Agathemer'e  plan  im|died  that  we  must  crawl  a  full  furlong 
through  Qie  outfall  drain.  We  might  be  drowsed,  at  any  point 
of  the  crawl,  by  a  rush  of  water  fiom  the  bath-tank.  We 
might  suffocate  in  the  foul  Tapourg  of  the  drain.  But,  plainly, 
Agathemer  had  pitched  upon  our  only  chance  of  escape,  and 
we  must  escape  tiiat  way  and  at  emca  or  not  at  alL 

Agathemer  threw  the  two  copper  cylinders,  one  after  the 
other,  neatly  and  deftly  into  the  mouth  of  the  outfall  drain. 

"Now,"  he  said,  "one  of  us  must  junip  for  that  opening, 
and  must  cling  to  it,  his  arms  inside,  his  body  in  the  ooze 
of  the  trap.  The  other  must  stand  on  the  narrow  stone  ledge 
inside  this  door,  must  contrive  to  slam  the  door  behind  him 
so  that  it  will  shut  fast  and  stay  shut,  must  then,  in  the  pitdi 
dark,  jump  for  the  shoulders  of  the  other.  If  the  drag  of 
his  weight  pulls  the  other  down,  both  of  us  will  drown  in  this 
deep  trap  in  the  rile  ooze.  If  the  under  man  clings  on,  the 
npper  must  crawl  over  him  into  the  drain,  pass  back  to  him 
one  of  the  cylinders  and  then  we  shall  be  ready  for  our  crawl 
down.    Which  goes  first?" 

"You  choose,"  said  I. 

"Can  you  slam  the  door?"  Agathemer  queried. 

I  considered  the  door,  the  sill,  the  ledge  inside,  the  Jambs 
of  the  door,  its  edges;  stood  on  the  ledge,  went  tiirou^  the 
iQoti(nis  and  concluded  that  I  could  slsm  the  door  shot  and 
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not  In  kiK>ek«d  off  into  the  oom  hy  its  uqMct  or  topple  utt 
beame  of  the  eill's  asrrownees.    I  said  bo. 

"Then  111  go  first,"  eoid  Agathemer.  "Ton  are,  eTen  je^ 
far  more  impaired  in  strength  by  your  beating  than  I  by  mj 
^ogg^og-  I'  I  came  second  yoa  might  not  be  able  to  bold 
on  to  the  opening  of  the  drain.  I  know  I  can  hold  on,  no 
matter  bow  much  filth  is  plast«red  orer  my  bead  as  yon  crawl 
oTer  me.  I  i^old  not  like  the  idea  of  defiling  your  head 
with  filth  in  crawling  over  yon.  Jomp  so  that  your  clutching 
hands  jnst  reach  my  shoulders;  so  that  yoni  weigtit  will  come 
on  me  gradually  as  yon  sink  into  the  ooie.  Take  yonr  time 
■boat  crawling  ow  me.  Be  sore  to  pass  back  to  me  one 
cylindw." 

Then  he  drilled  me  as  to  the  signals  he  would  give  me  by 
pinching  my  feet  When  he  was  sure  we  both  knew  them  lie 
grinned  a  wry  grin,  and  made  a  whimsical  bopsh  gesture 
with  his  nj^ted  ri^t  hand,  took  a  careful  stand  on  tiie  sill, 
balanced  himself  and  jon^ied. 

'^'m  all  right,"  be  called  back,  "and  ready  for  yon." 

Three  times  I  tried  to  slam  that  door  and  failed  to  shut  it. 
The  fourth  time  I  found  myself,  my  back  against  the  shut 
door,  my  toes  sticking  oat  ant  the  edge  of  tbe  atone  aUl,  bal- 
anoed  in  tbe  pitch  dark  on  a  too  narrow  ledge. 

"Lean  bati  against  the  dora,"  Agathemer  called,  IhicUy. 
*Tf  it  gives  it  is  not  shut.'' 

It  did  not  give. 

I  said  80. 

"Then  no  one  will  ever  know  how  we  got  out,"  said  Agatbe- 
mer;  adding:  "Jump  when  yon  are  ready,  but  say  'now.'" 

I  jumped  and  my  fingers  caught  his  Bhoulderg.  He  held 
on.  My  body  sank  slowly  throng  the  ooxe,  which  gave  waj 
with  a  sickening  sliminess,  until  I  was  in  contact  with 
Agathemer  all  the  way  to  my  toes.  Then  I  began  to  try  to 
crawl  np  over  him.  I  found  it  far  harder  than  either  oi  na 
had  anticipated. 

All  slippeij  as  we  were  with  the  foul  ooze  it  was  a  fearful 
ftnig^  for  me  to  scramble  up  over  him,  I  Bli|^>ed  back  so 
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often.  After  wliit  Beemed  an  hour  of  effort  and  ajqmflieD* 
sion  I  hod  my  head,  Bhonlden  and  most  of  my  bod;  in  the 
drain  and  knew  I  Had  encceeded.  I  vriggled  forward  till  I 
felt  m;  feet  beyond  the  opening,  then  about  as  far  ahead, 
jnuhing  before  me  the  cjlindere.  When  Agathemer  touched 
my  foot  I  poshed  a  cylinder  past  my  body  and  felt,  with  my 
ai^le,  that  be  pulled  it  back. 

After  tliat,  eacape  vae  a  matter  of  wriggling  on  down  the 
drain.  And  wriggling  was  not  impoasible,  thon^  ezcessirdy 
difficnlt  and  ezhansting.  The  drain  waa  nowhere  choked 
with  silt,  bnt  all  along  was  fnned  with  ooze  and  there  wsa 
more  than  an  inch  of  ooze  along  its  bottom.  In  this,  hitch- 
ing myself  forward  on  my  elbowa  by  violent  contortions,  I 
dipped  back  almost  as  mncb  as  I  beared  forward. 

i^themer  seemed  to  have  as  much  trouble  as  I  bad  and 
to  find  the  effort  as  ezhansting.  For  he  had  instructed  me 
that  I  was  not  to  crawl  forward  nntil  he  pinched  my  foot. 
One  pinch  was  to  mean  "advance,"  two  pinches  "resi." 
Uore  than  once  he  had  signalled  me  to  rest 

Our  worst  moment  came  somewhere  near  half  way  down 
the  sewer.  There  I  encountered  a  cracked  drain-pipe,  the  rag- 
ged edge  of  the  broken  terra-cotta  projecting  into  IJie  sewer, 
its  point  toward  me.  I  wriggled  my  shoulders  by  it,  tiiongh  it 
gouged  my  ehonlder-moscle  on  that  side;  but,  at  my  bipa, 
it  stock  into  me  so  that  I  could  not  get  past  it. 

Agathemer,  behind,  kept  pinching  my  foot,  signalling  for 
me  to  go  forward.  I  bellowed  explanations,  but  conld  not 
fU^Mise  that  he  conld  hear  tiiem  in  that  horrible  tube.  But 
ha  either  heard  or  guessed,  he  never  could  be  sure  which. 
Anyhow,  he  felt  that  we  must  get  forward  or  perish.  In 
desperation  he  sunk  bis  teeth  into  the  soft  part  of  the 
inner  side  of  the  sole  of  my  left  foot  The  pain  made  me 
give  &  convulsive  wriggle  and  I  scraped  past  the  obstacle, 
tearing  my  hip  badly  in  getting  clear. 

From  ^ere  on  we  wriggled  frantically  till  I  conld  see 
•head  a  round  patch  of  light  at  the  lower  outfall  of  the 
drain. 

It  seemed  an  age  before  I  reached  the  opening,  bat  reach 
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ft  I  did.  I  lay  there,  my  head  just  inaide,  panting  and 
gnnliag  clean  tir  in  great  gulping  gaspa,  Agathemer 
pinched  my  foot  I  slipped  out  into  the  oozy  pool  belov  the 
outfall,  slid  out  ae  quietly  as  I  could  and  kept  myself  sab- 
merged  up  to  my  chin,  clutching  my  cylinder  vith  one 
hand,  pulling  myself  clear  of  the  drain  and  keeping  my  head 
oat  of  the  drainage  by  holding  to  the  stem  of  an  alder  buah 
growing  by  the  brook's  edge, 

I  came  to  rest,  the  sunlight  dazzling  my  eyes,  thongfa  the 
outfall  was  shaded  by  willows  above  tite  alders,  and  looked 
tor  Agathemer.  He,  his  face  purple,  kept  hia  head  inside 
the  sewer  and  I  could  see  him  suck  in  the  clean  air  in  long 
gups  aa  I  had. 

At  that  instant  there  was  a  squawking  aboTe  us  and, 
through  the  alders,  came,  quacking  and  flapping  their  wings, 
■1  hundred  or  more  of  my  uncle's  valued  white  ducks.  Their 
tlarm  made  me  peep  through  the  alder  stans.  I  saw,  not 
ten  yards  from  my  face,  the  legs  of  horses,  heard  their  hoofs 
thud  on  the  roadway,  descried  men's  feet  against  Ui»r  bellies, 
Rcognized  the  gilded  edges  of  the  boot-^oles,  the  make  of 
the  boots,  the  gilt  scales  on  the  kilt-straps,  the  gilded  breast 
plates,  Uie  crimson  tunica  and  short-cloaks,  the  gilded 
STord-sheaths  and  helmets.  There,  jost  above  ue,  was  pass- 
ing the  detachment  of  Pnetorian  Quarda  sent  to  arrest  or 
despatch  me. 

They  crlanked  by  ua,  never  suspecting  our  proximity, 
thongh  the  ducks  resented  our  presence  in  ^«ir  favorite 
pool  and  quacked  at  us  protestingly.  They  continued,  in 
fact,  to  quack  at  us  moet  of  the  time  until  sunset,  so  that 
both  of  US  were  in  an  agony  of  dread  for  fear  that  some 
passer-by  might  notice  their  voluble  expressions  of  displeaa- 
uie  and  might  take  a  notion  to  inreatigHte  to  discover  what 
was  exciting  their  wrath. 

Bat  no  one  was  attracted  by  the  dncks*  noise  and,  if  any- 
one passed  np  or  down  the  road  we,  where  we  were,  did  not 
■mow  it 

We  talked,  at  intervals,  in  whispers.  Agathemer  said  that 
hs  had  been  barely  grazed  by  ttie  broken  drain-pipe  and 
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hudly  noticed  his  scntches.  I,  on  tlie  other  hand,  was  in 
great  pain  from  the  gouge  along  m;  hip,  and  hardly  leaa 
pained  by  the  tear  in  my  Bhonlder.  The  water,  onder  which 
I  had  to  keep  np  to  my  chin,  dulled  the  pain  of  my  woonds, 
but  chiUed  me  till  my  teeth  chattered,  though  the  weather 
was  hot;  80  hot  in  fact,  that  the  snnrays  on  my  bead  wented 
to  scorch  my  hair,  even  throng  the  willowa  and  alden.  I 
was  devoutly  glad  when  the  sunrays  became  more  alanting 
and  the  dayli^t  b^m  to  wane,  and  the  ducks,  still  q 
protestin^y,  departed. 


IT  was  fully  dark  before  we  dared  to  leave  our  hiding-{4ac* 
and  attempt  the  risky  venture  of  essaying  to  reach  a  safer 
shelter  or  refuge  in  the  forests  without  attracting  the  atten- 
tion of  any  dog  at  any  of  the  several  farmsteads  which  we 
must  pass. 

Agathemer  led  and  I  followed,  my  teeth  chattering  and 
the  night  insects  biting  me  severely.  Hugging  our  precious 
copper  cylinders  we  waded  more  than  waistdeep  in  the  water, 
up  the  Bran  Brook,  someUmes  all  but  swimming,  as  wb 
skirted  some  of  the  deeper  pools.  There  was  no  moon  and 
we  could  see  but  little  by  the  faint  starlight.  We  had  to  go 
slowly,  as  we  could  not  swim  and  keep  hold  of  our  {flinders; 
and  must  not  risk  losing  one  if  Agath«ner  went  over  his 
head  in  a  deep  pool.  It  seemed  to  me  that  we  had  been 
threading  the  curves  of  the  brook  for  at  least  two  hours 
when  I  tx^an  to  feel  as  if  something  were  wrong.  Even  in 
tiie  dark  I  had  been  aware  of  a  sort  of  recognition  of  each 
pool,  shallow,  rifile,  bend,  bank  or  what  not  Now,  gradu- 
ally, it  came  over  me  that  I  was  among  surroundings  as 
unfamiliar  as  if  I  had  not  been  in  Sabinum,  or  even  in 
Italy. 

I  can^t  Agathemw  by  the  arm. 


HIDING  171 

"Where  are  we?"  I  whispeTed. 

•Don't  talk]"  he  vamed. 

Bat  I  insiated ;  for,  as  we  were  b;  now  no  more  Qian  knee- 
deep  in  the  water,  I  knew  we  must  be  well  up  towards  the 
betdwaters  and  it  came  over  me  that  we  had  not  tamed  off 
anywhere  as  sharply  as  we  should  had  we  tamed  up  either 
tiie  Chaff  or  the  Flour. 

"Are  we  going  up  the  Bran?"  I  queried. 

"Preciseb?!"  Agathemer  breathed. 

I  almost  spoke  out  loud. 

"This,'*  I  said,  "is  the  lart  place  on  earth  I'd  expect  yon 
to  ^de  me  to." 

"Predsely,"  he  repeated,  "and  it's  the  last  place  on  earth 
ai^body  else  would  expect  me  to  lead  you  to  or  you  to  b«  in, 
by  any  chance;  therefore  it's  the  last  place  in  Italy  where 
any  one  will  look  for  yon;  therefore  it  is,  jnst  now,  the  safest 
iriace  in  Italy  for  you.  Come  on,  I  know  erery  stone  of 
this  brook." 

I  followed  him.  His  logic  was  good,  bat,  on  Ducoonine 
Fnrfur's  land  I  felt  hopeleuly  lost  and  ovarwhelmed  by  de- 
fpair. 

We  had  not  gone  far  tnm  where  I  had  forced  Agathemer 
to  reveal  his  ruse,  when  he  tamed  round  and  whispered : 

"This  is  (he  place.    Here  we  leave  the  water.    Follow 

JOB.** 

I  was  dimly  aware  of  a  blacker  blackness  before  us,  as 
of  a  big,  tall  rock.  This  we  skirted  and  then  stepped  out 
of  the  brook  towards  the  left  There  we  stepped  into  deep 
drifts  of  dead  leaves. 

"Here  is  bedding,"  said  Agathemer,  "such  as  Ulysses  was 
content  with  after  his  long  sea-swim  to  the  island  of  the 
Phnaciana.    Perhaps  we  can  get  along  in  such  bedding." 

Naked  as  we  were  we  burrowed  into  the  dead  leaves,  and, 
after  a  bit  I  felt  less  chilly,  thou^  by  no  means  warm. 

Agathemer  took  from  me  the  cylinder  I  had  been  carry- 
ing; opened  one  of  the  two,  a  matter  of  some  difficulty,  as 
the  top  WB8  ao  ti^t;  sniffed  at  it,  and  took  from  it  some 
momls  of  food:  a  bit  of  cold  ham,  •  bit  of  cold  fowl  and  t 
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bit  of  bread.  These  I  ate,  chewing  them  slovly.  At  th« 
same  time  he  ate,  as  slowly,  an  equal  share. 

After  eating  we  tried  to  sleep.  I  was  too  weary  and  drowsy 
to  keep  awake,  and  too  cold  and  too  much  in  pain  from  the 
scratch  on  my  shoulder  and  the  gouge  on  my  hip  to  be  able 
to  sleep  long.    I  got  some  sleep  before  dawn,  but  not  much. 

Fortunately  for  us  the  night  had  been  clear,  warm  aod 
windless.  Even  so  we  suffered  severely  with  the  cold;  since 
the  chilled  air,  of  course,  rolled  down  the  hiUsidee  into  the 
hollow  along  the  bed  of  the  brook,  till  the  valley  was  filled 
with  thick  mist  and  every  leaf  and  twig  dripped  with  mois- 
ture. Through  the  mist  the  dawn  broke  pearly  gray  at  first 
and  then  iridescent;  and,  when  the  first  sunniys  penetrated 
the  white  haze  and  gild^  every  leaf-edge,  turning  the  tree- 
tops  to  gold  and  making  every  waterdrop  a  diamond,  no 
lovelier  morning  could  be  imagined. 

The  trees  about  and  above  us  were  mostly  beeches,  with 
many  chestnuts  and  a  few  plane-trees  and  poplars.  We  were 
in  a  clump  of  willows  with  thick  alders  under  them,  so  that, 
even  with  no  other  protection,  we  could  not  have  been  seeo 
from  any  distance.  And  we  were  most  excellently  protected, 
being  on  a  little  island  where  the  brook  forked  and  flowea, 
three  or  four  yards  wide  and  nearly  a  yard  deep,  round  a  huge 
gray  rock,  fully  fifteen  yards  across  and  nearly  seven  yards 
high,  a  bulge  of  worn  stone,  shaped  much  like  half  a  melon 
and  almost  as  symmetrical.  And,  as  one  mi^t  lay  half  a 
melon,  curve  up,  and  then  spUt  it  with  one  blow  of  a  kitchen- 
knife,  so  this  great  rock,  as  if  cleft  by  a  single  sweep  of  a 
Titan's  sword,  was  rent  in  half  and  the  halves  left  abont 
four  yards  apart.  The  fracture  was  clean  and  smooth,  a- 
cept  that  a  piece  about  two  yards  square  had  cracked  loose 
at  the  ground  level  from  the  southern  half  and  lay  bedded  la 
the  mud,  its  top  a  foot  or  so  above  the  earth,  leaving  in  the 
face  of  one  rock  a  rectangular  niche  about  a  man's  length 
each  way,  in  which  cavity  two  men  could  shelter  from  the 
rain. 

As  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to  see  I  was  for  crawling 
into  this  little  cavern.    But  Agathemer  restrained  me. 
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"The  face  of  the  rock,"  be  said,  "vonld  feel  cold  as  ice  to 
jour  akin.  Yon  bare,  eves  if  jeu  do  not  realize  it,  eomevhat 
vanned  the  leasee  next  70a.  For  the  present  we  are  leaat 
uncomfortable  vbere  we  are.  The  daim-wind  cannot  get 
at  our  hides  while  we  are  under  these  leavea.     Keep  atiU." 

He  kept  himself  as  much  as  poseible  under  the  leaves  but 
wriggled  nearer  the  altar-shaped  bit  of  rock.  Half-sitting, 
half  cronching  by  it,  little  beeides  his  head  out  of  the  heap 
of  leaves  in  which  he  waa,  he  opened  both  cylinders  and 
laid  out  on  the  top  of  the  et(me  what  food  was  in  them. 
This  he  divided  into  eiz  eqoal  portions,  two  he  pat  back 
in  each  cylinder.  We  munched  interminably,  making  every 
morsel  last  as  long  as  possible. 

The  food  revived  me,  and  even  before  the  dawn-wind  had 
died,  the  rays  of  the  sun  began  to  make  themselves  felt  I 
began  to  be  resUess;  Agathemer  again  checked  me. 

'^eep  still,"  he  commanded.  "As  soon  as  the  son  has 
dried  the  dew  off  the  leaves  I  can  make  yon  more  comfort- 
able.    Just  now  we  are  beet  as  we  are." 

I  kept  nnder  the  kavee,  bnt  I  peered  aboat.  At  each  end 
of  the  cleft  between  the  two  halves  of  the  rock  I  .coold  see 
the  brook  brawling  by  among  the  worn  stones.  The  line  <A 
the  cleft  was  directly  across  the  bed  of  the  brook ;  and,  along 
the  cleft,  past  the  detached,  clmost  buried,  altar-shaped  stone, 
I  descried,  barely  discernible  but  unmistakable,  such  a  path 
aa  is  made  by  the  bare  or  sandalled  feet  of  even  one  human 
being  following  daily  the  same  track.  I  conned  it.  I 
judged  that  it  wss  many,  many  decades  old  and  had  been 
trodden  daily  for  a  lifetime  or  so,  bnt  that  it  had  been  totally 
disnaed  for  at  least  s  year  and  possibly  for  more. 

I  pointed  it  out  to  Agathemer  and  asked  him  about  it. 

"That,"  he  said,  "is  part  of  what  used  to  be  the  shorter 
and  more  used  of  the  two  paths  from  Furfur's  villa  to 
^lilargyms's  farmstead.  Naturally,  since  the  PhUargynis 
farm  has  been  detached  from  Furfi^s  estate  and  has  become 
p«rt  of  yours,  there  must  be  very  little  intercommunication 
between  the  farm  and  the  villa  and  I  judged  that  any  slave 
gmng  from  one  to  the  otiier  would  avoid  the  more  obvious 
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psth  and  metk  loond  the  longer  way.  Therefore  I  jadged 
it  safer  to  locate  here,  as  this  path  is  probably  totally  on- 
naed." 

'^OT  did  yoD  know  of  it?"  I  queried. 

Tip  to  hie  neck  in  leaves,  arms  onder  too,  only  hia  head 
out,  Agathemer  bloshed  all  over  his  luuidsome  face. 

"Before  Andiviug  won  the  suit/'  be  said,  "while  ^lilar- 
gyroB  was  still  Fnrfnr'B  tenant,  I  had  an  impassioned  loTe< 
affair  with  one  of  Furfur's  slave-girU.  We  used  to  meet  ho^ 
at  first  on  moonlit  nights,  and,  later,  when  we  each  knew 
every  inch  of  oar  way  here  and  home  again,  more  often 
on  moonlesB  nights.  I  always  waded  up  and  down  the  bed 
of  the  brook,  bo  as  to  leave  no  scent  for  any  dog  to  follow. 
X  know  this  nook  well  and  thought  of  it  the  instant  I  bc^an 
to  plan  an  escape  for  yon." 

I  said  nothing. 

"It  is  barely  posable,**  he  said,  "that  some  one  may  use 
this  path,  evd  if  no  one  has  passed  along  it  for  months. 
That  is  just  the  way  lock  turns  oat  I  mean  to  be  invisible 
if  anyone  does  come.  There  was  no  likelihood  of  anyone 
coming  by  at  dawn,  and  no  possibilify  of  doing  anytiiing 
if  anyone  did  ccmie.  Now  it  is  warm  enough  for  me  to  pici 
off  the  onter  layer  of  dew-wet  leaves  from  whatever  heaps  of 
dead  leaves  are  hereabouts.  I  can  gather  the  dry  leaves  into 
that  little  grotto.  We  can  lie  on  a  bed  of  them,  wrapped  up 
in  them  we  can  cower  under  them,  we  can  even  poll  our 
heads  under  and  be  invisible  if  we  hear  footsteps  approaching. 
You  keep  still." 

He  then  stood  up  and  went  off.  After  a  time  he  returned 
with  a  great  armful  of  leaves,  which  he  threw  into  the 
niche.  After  many  trips  he  had  the  niche  almost  full  of 
fairly  dry  dead  leaves.  By  this  time  the  warmth  of  the 
sun  was  making  itself  felt  and  X  stood  up  and  stretched 
n^eelf.  I  did  not  feel  weak,  but  my  shoulder  and  hip,  where 
the  drain-pipe  had  torn  me,  and  the  sole  of  my  foot,  whera 
Agathoner  had  bitten  me,  were  decidedly  pajnfuL  Agathe- 
mer,  solicitoosly,  steadied  me  on  my  feet  and  led  ma  ta 
the  streaniside.    Thoe  I  seated  myself  aa  a  convenient 
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vxk  and  he  bathed  my  foot,  hip  *nd  shoiilder.  There  wu 
no  ogn  of  pnffinesa  or  heat  in  any  of  the  three  mandB,  but 
ill  tbjee  were  rair  and  aore.  We  had  nothing  with  which 
to  dnaa  them  and  Agathemer  merely  dried  them  aa  well  m 
he  could  by  patting  them. 

Ueaowhiie,  even  in  my  miseiy  and  deBpair,  even  hungry, 
VEtk  and  eoid  and  in  pain  aa  I  was,  I  conld  not  bnt  feel  « 
gleam  of  pleasure  at  the  enchanting  beanty  of  the  woodUnd 
■cae  about  our  hiding  place.  I  gazed  up  at  the  bit*  of  bine 
Aj  between  the  aunlit  bongha,  at  tiie  cmopj  of  green,  at  the 
tenderer  green  of  the  nnderwood,  at  the  carpet  of  graaa, 
feme,  sedges  and  flowering  plants  which  hid  the  earth  and  I 
■Imoat  rejoiced  at  its  loTelineaa. 

Agathraner  led  me  back  to  oar  retreat  and  ensc(mced  me 
is  the  nook  of  rock,  on  a  sttft  deep  bed  of  dry  dead  leares, 
tmder  a  corerlet  of  more.  Into  the  heaps  he  borrowed.  The 
nnnth  of  hii  naked  body  warmed  me  a  trifle.  There  we  lay 
■till  till  dark.  I  slept,  I  think,  from  about  noon  till  after 
nmiet 

While  va  could  still  aee,  Agathemer,  making  me  keep  flat 
M  I  was,  wriggled  out  of  the  leaves  and  pushed  them  aside 
fnm  my  head  aud  face.  We  then  ate  half  our  remaining 
food.  As  it  grew  dark  Agathemn  expounded  to  me  hia 
^ans. 

'Taat  ni^t,**  he  aaid,  "there  was  no  lenae  in  doing  any* 
flung.  Hiding  and  keeping  out  of  mgbt  waa  the  beet  thing 
v«  could  do.  Bnt  tonight  I  moat  try  to  steal  what  we  need 
a»st  The  risk  must  be  taken.  If  I  do  not  retom  yon  will 
know  I  hare  done  my  best  Bnt  I  feel  confident  of  letnm- 
ing  before  midnight  I  know  erery  farmstead  on  Fnzfur's 
estate  and  all  the  dogs  know  me.  On  your  estate  I  not  mly 
know  the  dogs,  hut  I  have  just  flniahed  an  inspection  and  I 
kaow  the  location  of  every  dairy,  amoke-house,  larder  and 
oren,  I  mi^t  almost  say  of  eTsty  loaf,  cheese,  ham,  flitch, 
wine-Tat  and  oU'-jar  on  the  estate,  not  to  mention  every 
itore-TDom  where  I  mi^t  get  us  hats,  tunics,  sandals,  quilts 
and  what  not 

If  I  cannot  do  it  otherwise,  as  a  last  resort  ru  wako 
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TTtnria  aad  tell  twr  of-  oar  ntn&tion;  she  will  help  and  viQ 
be  secret.  Bnt  TU  not  resort  to  her  if  I  can  help  it.  Her 
most  irilling  secrecj  will  not  be  as  safe  as  her  ignorance 
of  our  fate.     No  torture  could  Burmount  that" 

I  wanted  to  say  "Farewell,"  but  lestrained  toTSeli  and 
ottered  a  not  too  gloomy: 

"Good  lock  and  a  prosperous  retom  I" 

After  that,  I  lay  and  quaked  till  long  past  midnight. 
Then,  I  seemed  to  hear  sounda  which  I  conld  but  interpret 
as  harahiing  Agathemer's  approach.  In  fact  he  soon  spoke 
to  me  from  dose  by  and  I  heard  the  unmistakable  blurred 
noise  made  by  a  soft  and  yet  heavy  pock  deposited  on  the 
ground  by  my  bed  of  leaves. 

"I've  nearly  everything  I  wanted,"  said  Agathemer. 
"Keep  still  while  I  untie  the  quilt  I  carried  it  all  in,  and 
find  things  in  the  iaik." 

Presently  he  said; 

"Stand  -up,  and  111  by  to  dress  you." 

In  the  dark  his  hand  found  my  hand  and  he  guided  me 
so  that  I  extricated  myself  from  the  heap  of  leaves  without 
hitting  my  head  on  the  jutting  roof  of  rock  and  without  slip- 
ping on  the  wet  earth  or  stumbling  from  weakness. 

In  the  dark  he  slipped  over  my  head  a  coarse,  patched 
tunic.  (I  could  feel  against  my  akin  the  rude  stitching  of 
the  patches.)  Then  he  wrai^KHl  about  me  a  coarse  cloak, 
also  much  patched. 

"Now,"  he  said,  "ataad  whwe  you  are  till  I  mpke  some  sort 
of  a  bed  for  yon." 

He  fumbled  about  In  the  dark,  gmnting  and  making,  I 
thought,  too  much  rustling  in  the  leaves.    Pres^tly  he  said : 

"I've  laid  a  doubled  quilt  on  the  leaves  and  packed  them 
down.  Qive  me  your  band  and  111  arrange  you  on  it.  Then 
I'll  cover  yon  with  another  quilt." 

He  did,  deftly  and  solicitously. 

I  b^an  to  feel  warm  for  the  first  time  sinee  I  had  annk 
into  the  ooze  of  the  drain-trap. 

Agathemer  fumbled  about  in  the  dark  for  a  while  and  thea 
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cuxks  near  again  and  felt  me,  maJdn;  srire  where  my  head 
-vu.    He  made  me  sit  up. 

"Smell  that !"  he  said,  "and  catch  hold  of  it" 

I  amelt  eve's-milk  cheese  and  my  fingers  closed  on  a  gen- 
eions  piece  of  it.  Then  he  pnt  into  my  other  hand  a  big 
cbimk  of  bread,  not  yet  entirely  cold. 

I  bit  the  bread.  It  vas  Ofatulena's  nnanrpaBsahle  farm 
liread,  half  wheat  flonr  and  half  barley  flour  and  at  that 
more  appetizing  and  flarorsome  than  any  wheat-bread  I  ever 
lasted. 

"There  iB  plenty  for  both  of  ns,"  Agathemer  said,  "eat  all 
you  want,  but  eat  Blow  and  be  careful  not  to  bolt  a  morsel." 

He  sat  down  by  me  and  we  munched  in  silence. 

By  and  by  he  asked : 

"Do  yon  want  any  more  ?** 

"No,"  I  answered,  "yoa  judged  my  capacity  pret^  well 
I  am  filled  up." 

"Don't  lie  down,"  he  said,  "I  have  a  small  kid-skin  of 
■wine." 

We  laughed  a  good  deal  before  he  made  sore  precisely 
where  my  month  was  and  put  into  it  the  reed  wbidi  projected 
from  one  leg  of  the  kid-skin.  I  drank  in  abundance  of  a 
tliin,  sour  vin^  such  as  we  kept  for  the  alavM.  It  gave  me 
new  life. 

After  that  draught  of  wine  I  composed  myself  to  sleep  and 
went  to  sleep  at  odc&  I  knew  notiiing  of  Agathemer's  do- 
ings after  that  and  did  not  feel  him  when  he  Uy  down  by  me. 
I  slept  till  broad  dayli^t. 

When  I  waked  Agathemer  gave  me  a  moderate  dranght  of 
vine  and  all  the  bread  and  cheese  I  diose  to  est :  also  a  hand- 
ful of  olives.  Then  he  displayed  the  total  of  his  plunder: 
hats,  with  brims  neither  too  broad  nor  too  narrow,  the  beet 
pattern  if  one  was  to  have  only  one  hat,  worn  and  battered 
enough  to  suit  us  as  being  inconspicaous,  yet  nowhere  torn, 
broken  or  slit;  a  tunic  and  cloak  apiece,  about  the  oldest 
and  most  patched  in  my  villa-farm  storage-loft,  such  aa 
Ofatoloia  would  band  out  to  newly  bought  and  untried 
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■Iftves;  ihr»  qoilti,  u  bad  u  tlw  doslu  and  tnaicfl,  je^ 
lilce  than,  fsirlj  serriceoble  md  Car  from  worn  out;  tbe 
kid-flkiii  of  wine,  a  whole  loaf  of  bread  and  the  remauu  «f 
the  one  we  had  been  eating,  what  was  left  of  a  cheeae  and 
another  whole;  a  little,  tall,  narrow  jar  of  olive  oil;  a  small 
bag  of  olives;  a  tiny  box  full  of  salt,  the  box  of  beechwood 
and  about  the  aixe  of  a  man's  three  fingers;  a  whetstone,  a 
pair  of  maty  Bdasora;  two  small  beechwood  cnps;  a  littls 
copper  dipper;  some  rags,  old  and  worn,  bat  perfectly  clean; 
and  a  fiaget^etl 

*nji  the  name  of  DionjsiQi  I"  I  cried  lao^iing,  "wbj  the 
flageolet?" 

Agatiiemer  laughed  also. 

"iij  hand,"  he  said,  "came  on  it  in  the  dark  while  feeling 
for  the  sdssors.  I  conid  not  resist  bringing  it.  It  is  small, 
it  wei^  little,  it  will  not  add  to  our  burdens  and,  once 
far  away  from  here,  I  can  play  on  it  when  we  are  lonely  and 
io  cheer  ns  np." 

"You  appear,"  I  said,  '^  have  be«i  able  to  help  your- 
■eU  as  yon  ^eased." 

"No  more  trouble,"  said  he,  "than  if  I  had  walked  out 
of  the  villa  night  before  last  and  poked  about  the  ont- 
bnildings  to  see  whethn'  everything  was  as  when  I  inspected 
them  by  day ;  only  three  dogs  barked,  and  they  quieted  down 
almost  immediately.  I  am  sure  I  roused  no  one  and  am 
ready  to  wager  that  every  slave  was  as  sound  asleep  as  if  I 
had  not  been  there." 

I  lazily  readjusted  myself  on  my  quilt  and  leaf  mattress, 
tacking  my  quilt  close  about  me.  The  morning  was  still, 
warm  and  cloudy,  not  a  ray  of  sunshine  visible,  area  for  a 
moment,  since  sunset  the  night  before; 

"Time  to  dress  your  wounds  t"  said  Agathemer. 

He  brou^t  from  the  brook  a  cupful  of  water,  and,  with 
the  emsUest  of  the  rags,  solicitously  bathed  the  gouge  m 
my  hip.  'Se  prononnced  it  healing  healthily.  He  then 
anointed  it  with  olive  oiL  The  bathing  and  anointmg  com- 
forted me  greatly.  Then  he  similarly  treated  mj  ahouldv 
and  foot.    When  I  was  composed  and  covered  he  said : 
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"^OT  for  the  scisflonl"  and  he  eharpened  them  on  his 
vbetstone  until  he  felt  Batisfied  that  he  conld  get  them  no 
■harper,  then  he  clipped  my  hair  and  beard,  as  closely  as 
those  scissors  could.  Then  I  aat  np  and  clipped  him,  awk- 
wardly and  nnevenly,  but  effectively. 

Hardly  were  we  shorn  whm  drops  of  rain  began  to  patter 
OD  the  leaves  above  ns.  Agathemer  wrapped  his  bread  in 
the  rags,  pat  it  between  the  two  hats  and  tucked  it  under 
the  leaves  in  one  inner  comer  of  the  little  grotto ;  bestowed 
the  other  things  on  it,  or  by  it  or  in  the  other  comer ;  and 
then  lay  down  by  me  and  pulled  his  quilt  over  him,  then 
mansging  to  cover  both  of  us  with  leaves  so  that  no  trace 
of  our  presence  would  be  visible  to  any  passer-by,  yet  we  could 
breathe  comfortably  behind  or  under  our  screen  of  leaves. 

It  rained  all  day,  a  sluggish  drizzle,  soaking  the  earth, 
but  not  accumulating  enough  water  on  it  to  produce  visible 
trickles  flowing  on  the  surface.  The  air  was  perfectly  wind- 
less, so  that  no  rain  blew  in  on  us  as  we  lay;  we  were  damp^ 
but  not  wet 

Before  dusk  the  rain  ceased  and  •  brisk,  warm  wind  shook 
the  drops  ^m  the  trees.  We  ate  and  Agathemer  declared 
bis  intuition  of  going  on  anothw  raid  about  an  hour  after 
da^. 

**What  are  yon  after  tins  time?"  I  queried. 

*Vore  food,**  be  said,  "all  I  dare  steal.  I  must  not  steal 
too  ranch  from  any  one  place.  Ill  wager  my  pilferings  of 
last  ni^it  will  pass,  not  merely  unheeded,  but  entirely  un- 
noticed. Ofatulena  herself  is  so  scatter-brained  that  she  will 
never  be  sure  that  two  loaves  vanished  from  her  oven ;  I  doubt 
if  she  will  so  much  as  suspect  any  loss.  But  I  cannot  repeat 
that  depletion  of  her  baking  toni^t;  she  might  talk.  She 
is  Qot  quick-witted  enough  to  conjecture  the  truth,  if  she 
did  her  utter  loyalty  would  keep  her  mute;  she'd  impute  the 
theft  to  some  slave  and  likely  as  not  have  an  investigation 
and  advertise  her  loss.  If  there  happoted  to  be  a  crafty  in- 
spector with  the  Frstorians  and  if  they  have  lingered,  they 
mi^i  suspect  the  truth,  beat  the  woods  for  us  and  eaptora 
aa.    So  I  mnst  take  a  little  here  and  a  little  Utere. 
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Then  I  want  another  qnilt  for  mj'self ,  and  ihow  for  botli 
of  na.     Is  there  anything  else  yon  can  think  off" 

"Manifestly  I"  I  said,  "we  need  a  slave-scourgB,  a  branding* 
iron  vith  the  long  F  for  'ninaway',*  a  brazier  big  enonj^ 
to  heat  the  branding  iron  and  enough  charcoal  to  fire  it 
<aice." 

"^Vhat,  in  the  name  of  If eiciiry,"  he  whiqtered  amazedlff 
.''do  yoa  vant  of  a  branding-iron  and  a  aconite  P" 

"We  are  to  pass  as  runaway  elavea,  if  caught,  according 
to  your  outline  of  a  plan,"  I  said,  "we  had  beet  do  all  we  can 
to  be  sure  of  being  thou^t  ordinary  runaway  slaves.  Few 
alaTes  travel  far  from  their  owners'  land  when  they  first 
venture  to  run  sway.  We  should  be  branded,  to  seem  old 
offenders. 

"As  for  yoa,  thanks  to  Nemestronia,  your  back  is  all  it 
should  be  to  help  play  the  part  we  intend,  tij  back  has  do 
.acare.    You  must  scourge  me  till  I  have  as  many  as  you." 

In  the  late  dusk,  inside  that  grotto,  under  the  dead  leaves, 
I  could  see  the  horror  on  his  face. 

"I  scourge  you  1"  he  cried  aloud. 

"Hush  I"  I  admonished  him.  "Scourged  I  must  be,  if  I 
-am  to  hope  to  escape  Ceesar's  agents  as  you  have  devorly 
conceived  that  I  might  Steal  a  scourge  and  a  branding- 
iron  tonight,  and  let  us  be  ready  for  the  road  as  soon  as 
may  be ;  we  caimot  set  out  northwards  till  my  back  is  healed 
and  the  brands  on  both  of  us,  too." 

We  wrangled  and  argued  till  it  was  past  time  for  him 
to  start  on  his  expedition.  I  finally  declared  that,  unless 
he  fetched  a  scourge  and  a  branding-iron,  I  would,  at  day^ 
break,  walk  back  to  my  villa  and  give  myself  up  to  the  an- 
therities.     At  that  he  consented. 

I  went  to  sleep  soon  after  he  was  gone  and  never  woke  till 
daylight. 

I  woke  from  a  troubled  sleep,  haunted  by  ni^tmaie 
.dreams,  woke  aware  of  a  general  cUscomfort,  misery  and  hor- 
ror, and  of  acute  pain  in  my  wounds.    I  seemed  to  have  a 

■  FugitUnta,    Tli«  abort  F  atood  for  fur,  "tliief.'' 
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good  appetite  and  ate  vifh  relidi ;  but,  hardly  bad  I  ceased 
eating,  when  I  appeared  defiiiitelj  feverieh  and  the  pain  in 
nj  foot  became  unbearable. 

I  told  Agathemei  hov  I  felt  and  he  examined  my  vomida. 
All  three  vere  pnffy,  red,  even  purplish,  and  with  pus  at  the 
ed^.  It  vaa  then  and  has  alwaya  been  since  a  puzzle  to 
both  of  ns  why  wonnda,  seemingly  healing  nataially  when 
mnrashed  and  nndressed,  ahcmld  infiama  and  fester  after 
careful  washing  and  dressing. 

Uy  fever  was  not  high,  bnt  enough  to  make  me  fretful 
ud  irritable.  The  day  was  vary  hot  and  atilL  I  made 
Agathemer  show  me  what  spoil  he  had  brought  and  at  once 
ordered  him  to  light  the  charcoal  brazier,  heat  the  iron  and 
bland  me.     He  demurred. 

^f  yon  feel  feTeriah,"  he  said,  "the  pain  of  the  branding 
vill  double  your  fever  and,  if  you  hare  three  inflamed 
wounds,  the  brand  will  festw  to  a  certainty.  You'll  proh- 
ibly  die  of  it,  if  I  brand  you."* 

"As  well  die  one  way  as  another,"  I  said.  "If  we  stay 
here  we  are  certain  to  be  discovered  sooner  or  later.  Our 
only  hope  is  to  get  away  as  soon  as  may  be.  That  cannot  he 
Dntil  my  back  and  both  brands  heal  enough  for  us  to  tramp 
northward.  Your  back  is  healed,  bo  your  brand  will  heal 
promptly,  I  have  to  get  over  these  wounds  and  the  branding 
and  scourging  too.    We  tnnst  be  quick." 

He  ar^ed,  but  I  was  half  delirious  and  wholly  unreason- 
able. I  again  threatened  to  go  straight  to  the  viUa  and  give 
n^self  up  unless  I  had  my  way. 

Agathemer,  distraught  and  aghast,  yielded.  I  argued  that 
in  the  early  haze,  the  little  trifle  of  smoke  from  the  charcoal 
could  not  attract  notice.  He  complied.  He  had  trouble  get- 
ting a  light  from  his  flint  and  steel,  but  be  succeeded,  and, 
when  the  charcoal  cau^t,  set  the  little  brazier  cloee  to  our 
nook  and  fanned  it  with  a  leafy  bough  to  disperse  the  smoke. 
yfbm  no  farther  trace  of  smoke  appeared  and  the  charcoal 
flowed  evenly,  he  put  the  iron  to  heat. 

When  it  was  hot  enou^  be  suggested,  again,  that  we  put 
pB.  branding  me  till  next  day,  and  Qiat  he  brand  only  him* 


IM  ANDIVICS  HEDULIO 

■elf.    I  insiBted  (m  his  branding  me  and  branding  me  first. 

To  m;  amazaaent,  whoi  be  had  bared  my  sboulder,  set 
me  in  position,  and  matched  the  iron  from  the  brazier,  I 
■hrsnlc  back  with  a  sort  of  veik  scream. 

Agathemer  instantlj  replaced  the  iron  in  the  brazier  and 
tamed,  staring  at  me  in  ^ence. 

Instantlj  I  had  a  remlsion  of  rosolation,  of  obstinacy, 
of  delirioos  nge.  I  reviled  him.  I  commanded,  I  threat- 
ened. 

Coolly  he  bared  his  left  shonlder,  knelt  by  the  brazier  and 
made  aa  if  to  brand  himself. 

*Tron  can't  do  it,"  1  protested,  '^onll  scar  yoorself  to  no 
pnrpoee  and  anyone  irUl  knov  the  mark  is  sot  t  brand. 
Fetch  the  iron  here  and  hand  it  to  me." 

He  did,  deftly.  Without  a  wince  or  squeak  he,  kneeling 
and  leaning,  held  his  shoulder  to  the  white-hot  iron.  I 
could  not  have  done  better  if  I  had  been  well  and  standin^^ 
ioBtead  of  delirious  and  sitting,  wrapped  in  a  quilt,  in  a  bed 
of  dried  leaves.  I  set  Ihe  iron  fair  on  the  mnacle  of  hia 
■honlder,  held  it  there  jiut  the  brief  instant  required  for 
branding  without  injury  and  snatched  it  away  without  any 
drag  sideways. 

After  witnessing  the  stoical  heroism  of  my  slave  I  could 
not  but  insist  <m.  his  branding  me  and  was  exalted  to  the 
point  of  nerve-tension  at  which  I  bit  in  my  half-uttered 
scream  as  the  heat  seared  my  flesh.  Agathemer  dreaaed  each 
brand  with  an  oil-soaked  rag  and  we  conqused  ourselvei 
to  hide  until  dark. 


CHAPTER  XII 

SUOOOUB 

AS  on  the  days  b^ore,  no  one  passed  us  and,  indeed,  u 
far  as  I  could  judge,  no  living  thing  came  near  ti% 
except  a  bare  or  two.  We  kept  close  under  our  heap  of 
leaves,  inside  onr  oicbe  of  rock.    But  thia  time  I  did  not 
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KiDgg^  inside  m;  datk  and  qailt ;  I  cut  off,  fint  tilM  qnilt, 
tbia  the  cloak,  and  lay  in  my  tonic  only,  panting  and  gasping. 
For  it  ma  a  my  hot,  still  day,  and  my  fever  incrMwd, 
iacreMed  «o  madi,  in  fact,  that  I  could  stomach  Irat  little 
food  at  doflk  and  took  but  little  interest  in  anything;  in  mj 
condition,  in  Agathemer's  brand,  in  his  departure. 

His  TetDTD,  lat«  at  nig^t,  was  to  me  only  one  incident  of 
I  Bort  of  continuous  nightmare :  I  tras  half  asleep,  vhoUj 
ddirions  and  every  impression  wss  as  the  half-delusion  of 
t  half-waking  dream.  I  was  barely  half-conscious,  yet  I  had 
■ense  enongfa  to  lie  still,  except  for  mithiog  and  taming 
OTRT,  and  to  restrain  myself  from  singing  or  acreaming. 

At  davn  I  ate  even  leas  than  at  do^,  bat  I  did  eat  som*- 
Hiing.  Eating  roused  me  enough  for  me  to  insist  Mi  Agatbo- 
ner's  stripping  me  and  scourging  me.  He  felt  my  forehead, 
my  wrists  and  my  feet,  and  shook  his  head. 

Ton  have  a  terrific  fever,**  he  said,  "and  four  festering 
WDimds,  for  the  brand-mark  is  festering  already ;  you  are  in 
danger  of  death  anyhow  as  it  is;  yon  will  never  recover  from 
I  Koorging.'* 

I,  with  all  a  ddirions  man's  unreasoning,  insisted  and 
■gain  tiireatened  to  give  myself  up. 

The  iun  was  about  two  hoars  hij^  gilding  tiie  tieetops 
ud  sending  shafts  of  golden  light  throu^  the  still  wet 
foliage.  One  such  shaft  of  sunshine  shot  between  the  two 
hilves  of  the  great  ro(±  that  shelterefl  us  and  fell  on  the 
table-topped  fragment  of  stone,  lite  a  nearly  buried  altar, 
whiiji  lay  midway  of  then. 

Writhing  and  groaning  I  sU^qted  out  of  my  qailt,  cloak 
and  tonic,  and,  groaning,  I  crawled  to  the  flat-topped  stone. 
Fice  down  on  it  I  lay,  my  chest  against  it,  my  knees  on  the 
gnmnd,  my  arms  outstretched,  my  fingers  gripping  the  lar 
edge  of  the  altar-atone. 

So  placed  I  bade  Agatbemer  lay  on  witli  the  soonrge. 

*nay  me  I"  I  ordered.  '^  sbonld  be  torn  raw  from  neck 
t»  hips.  The  worse  I  am  scored  and  ripped  tiie  more  yn- 
tedion  the  scars  will  be.  Lay  on  fnhooa]^.  If  I  f^n^ 
Cniib  tiie  job  before  yon  nrvive  ms." 
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He  b^an  lidiing  me,  bat  hentatiiif^y;  I  renlAd  him  for 

ft  coward;  but  the  pain,  even  of  the  first  etrokea,  was  too 
much  for  me.  I  could  feel  the  sweat  on  my  forehead,  my 
fisger  nails  Aug  into  the  sidee  of  the  stone,  its  sharp  edga 
cat  into  the  soft  inside  of  my  clutching  fingers,  I  bit  my 
ttngoe  to  keep  from  shriekiiig,  yet  my  voice,  as  I  tannted 
Agathemer  and  railed  at  him,  rose  to  a  sort  of  scream. 

He  laid  on  more  fiercely.  Aiter  a  dozen  blows  or  more 
a  harder  blow  made  me  groan.  At  that  instant  I  was  aware 
of  a  shadow  above  me,  ot  a  homan  figure  mshing  past  m^ 
and  the  blows  ceased. 

I  let  go  my  clutdi  on  the  rock  and  tried  to  stand  np.  I 
did  sacceed  in  kneeling  np,  sai^rted  by  my  hand  on  the 
altar  stonB.    So  half  erect  I  looked  round. 

Agathemer  lay  under  the  intruder,  who  had  him  by  the 
throat  with  both  bands.  Partly  by  sight,  even  from  behind 
him,  partly  by  the  objurgation  which  he  panted  out,  I  rec- 
ognized ChryseroB  FhUargyrue  and  realised  that  be  thought 
that  Agathemer  had  been  torturing  me  in  revenge  for  his 
flogging  at  Nemeetronia's. 

I  instantly  forgot  my  plight  and  my  natural  inetintfts 
asserted  themsdvee.  Aa  if  I  had  beea  then  what  I  had  been 
ten  days  before,  I  ordraed  Chr^ros  to  loose  Agathemer 
and  he  obeyed  me,  aa  if  I  had  been  what  I  felt  myself,  hia 


He  and  Agathemer  stood  up  and  looked  at  me  and  eadi 
other :  I  must  have  made  a  laughable  spectacle,  swaying  aa  I 
knelt,  my  hands  on  the  rock,  my  hair  and  beard  mere  clipped 
stabble,  and  I  naked,  with  my  back  bleeding  and  both  ahool- 
ders  and  one  hip  inflamed,  purple-red  and  pufFy.  Certainly 
both  ChryseroB  and  Agathemer  appeared  comical  to  me,  even 
in  my  pain  and  misery  and  weakness  and  through  the  envel- 
oping horror  of  my  fever.  Agathemer,  his  hair  and  beard  a 
worse  stnbble  than  mine,  was  gasping  and  ruefully  nibbing 
hie  throat,  making  a  ridiculous  figure  in  his  brown  tunic, 
patched  with  patches  of  red,  yellow  and  blue,  all  sewed  on 
with  white  thread.  Cbryseros  was  panting,  and  hia  bald 
head  shone  in  the  son.    He  had  cast  off  his  cloak  as  he 
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nished  «t  Agallumer  and  atood  only  in  his  rnsty  brown  tonic, 
hims^  «a  dry  and  lean  u  a  dead  limb  of  a  tree. 

Although  he  had  ob^ed  instantly  vben  I  ordered  him  to 
looee  Agtthemer,  yet,  perhaps  from  some  vagary  of  my- 
fever,  I  etared  at  Chryseros  without  any  other  feeling  than 
that  he  bad  been  for  most  of  bis  life  the  tenant  of  our 
&mily  enemy.  As  I  looked  at  bim  I  felt  utterly  lost,  as 
if  there  was  now  no  hope  for  me,  ae  if  Chryseros  would 
certainly  betray  me  to  the  authorities.  I  felt  utterly  de- 
spairing and  totally  Teckless.  This  mood*  oddly  enough,  urged 
me  to  do  the  very  best  thing  I  could  l»Te  done. 

Either  from  rig^t  instinct  or  delirious  folly,  I  informed 
Chryseros  fully  of  our  pnrposes,  doings  and  plans.  He 
apologized  to  Agathemer  for  his  assault  on  him,  affirmed  his 
comfdete  loyalty  to  me  and  promised  all  possible  assistance 
and  perfect  secrecy.     He  examined  me  and  said : 

"111  have  yonr  wounds  clean,  your  back  dried  up,  every 
loch  of  yon  healing  properly  and  your  fever  cooled  before 
morning.     Here,  Agathemer,  help  get  him  abed." 

They  washed  my  back  and  laid  me,  naked  as  I  was,  on 
Qte  qtdlt  laid  over  the  bed  of  leaves,  then  they  covered  me' 
irith  the  other  quilt. 

*Troii  two  keep  close  till  I  come  back,"  Chryseros  advised. 
■'Someone  else  mig^t  use  this  path.  I'll  be  back  soon  and 
2^  arrange  to  ezdte  no  sospicion." 

When  he  returned  he  bad  me  out  on  the  flat-topped  stone, 
washed  my  back  and  wounds,  and  then  bathed  ^em  with 
some  lotion  which,  when  first  applied,  felt  cooling  and  sooth- 
ing, but  almost  at  once  burnt  into  me  till  every  part  of  my 
back,  n^  hip  and  both  my  shoulders  smarted  worse  than 
had  the  one  shoulder  as  the  brand  seared  it:  at  least  that 
vaa  how  I  felt.    I  writhed  and  groaned. 

•'Keep  still  P'  Chryseros  admonished  me.  "Keep  quiet  I 
This  is  doing  yoo  good." 

And  he  chafed  my  back,  inundating  it  with  his  fieiy  linl- 
tomt  till  I  was  on  the  verge  of  fainting  from  mere  pain. 
TTjilf  fainting  I  was  as  the  two  raised  me  to  my  feet  and  put 
Hw  tunic  on  me,  as  they  helped  me  book  to  my  bed  in  tha 
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little  grotto.'  WheB  I  yru  vecambent  ChiTaera  nude  na 
ctiisk  a  nauwons,  black,  bitter  liquid  and  tbeu  lie  flat 

"£cep  there  till  morning,"  he  said,  "and  fast.  Food  can 
do  you  DO  good  irhile  you  hare  each  a  ferer  and  bating  can 
do  yon  no  harm." 

ActnaUy  I  waa  aaleep  before  I  knew  it  and  slept  all  day 
and  tU  night,  not  waking  until  Agathemer,  when  Chryaeroa 
ordoed  it,  rooaed  me.  They  pressed  on  me  a  qoart  bowl  of 
milk  warm  from  the  cow,  and  I  drank  meet  of  it  I  felt 
much  better  and  Chryseroa  pronounced  me  free  from  fever 
and  after  he  had  inspected  my  back  and  wounds  and  again 
inundated  them  with  bis  fiery  lotion,  declared  all  inSamma- 
tion  had  Tanished  and  that  I  was  healing  up  properly.  He 
Mijoined  Agathemer  to  let  me  hare  no  food  bnt  milk,  said 
he  would  bring  more  after  sunset,  and  told  us  to  ke^  cloae 
in  the  niches  I  slept  all  day  long,  and  after  a  second  draught 
of  milk  at  dusk,  all  night  till  the  sun  waa  well  op. 

I  woke  feeling  stiff  and  sore,  uncomfortable  on  my  back^ 
hip  and  shoulders,  but  with  no  positive  pain  anywhere :  also 
I  felt  like  my  usual  self.  And  I  may  say  here^  parentheti- 
cally, that  I  never  had  another  day's  illneos  through  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  my  flight,  hiding,  adventurea  and  misfor- 
tunes. 

Chryaerofl  brought  me  milk;  excell^it  wheat  bread;  a 
smooth  and  appetizing  veal-atew,  with  beans  and  lentils  in 
it  and  seasoned  with  spices;  cheese  newly  made  from  fresh 
curds,  and  luscious  plums.  He  let  me  eat  my  fill  and  drink 
all  the  milk  I  wanted.  Bnt  he  would  not  let  me  taste  the 
wine  of  which  Agathemer  drank  moderately. 

"If  you  feel  sleepy,"  said  Chryseros,  "roll  over,  cover  your- 
aelf  and  go  to  sleep ;  we  can  talk  ttmiorrow." 

"I  do  not  feel  sleei^,"  I  declared,  "and  I  feel  very  much 
like  asking  questions." 

"Then  we'll  talk  at  once,"  be  said,  "well  take  all  the  time 
needed  for  your  recovery;  bnt  once  you  are  recovered,  we'll 
waste  no  time  in  getting  you  out  of  Sabinum." 

The  morning  was  fair  and  warm,  with  a  K^t  breese.  I 
wu  on  my  bed  of  leaves  inside  my  nook  of  rock.    AgathemfZ 
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wu  aqiutted  \(j  my  head,  his  back  against  that  edga  of  tii* 
niche ;  by  my  feet,  leaning  against  the  opposite  edge  of  th» 
niche,  facing  Agathemer,  and  therefore  where  I  could  beat 
aee  and  heai  him  Bat  Chryseros. 

He  b^an  by  telling  me  that  I  innst  remain  where  I  was 
until  he  judged  me  fit  to  travel,  eroi  if  I  remained  ten  daya 
more;  but  Ihat  be  thon^t  I  might  be  able  to  start  to- 
morrow night  and  woold  make  his  preparationa  accordin^y. 
His  first  idea,  he  said,  had  been  to  set  off  on  horseback  for 
Spolitnm,  near  which  he  had  a  sister  married  to  a  proe- 
perona  farmer,  to  whom  he  had  paid  vieita  at  intervals  of 
aboot  five  yeaiB.  He  had  thought  that  it  would  be  easy  and 
«fe  to  take  me  and  Agathemer  with  him  on  foo^  dlBgnisad 
as  sUveB.  This  idea,  howerer,  Agathemer  had  antagonized, 
pointing  out  that  any  conYoy  from  my  estate  would  be  Be> 
Tcrely  acmtinized  and  every  man  examined  and  searched  V 
that  there  was  no  chance  of  our  escaping  fay  snc^  a  plan. 

At  this  point  of  his  discourse  he  told  me  that  the  Preto> 
nana  had  already  departed  from  Villa  Andim  leaving  in 
diarge  Gratillos,  a  treasury  officer  of  the  confiscation  depart- 
ment, a  man  whom  I  knew  too  well  as  also  a  member  of  the 
•ecret  service,  an  articled  Imperial  spy  and  an  active  profes- 
sional informer,  moreover  a  man  who  had  always  hated 
my  uncle,  and  -who  had  hated  me  from  my  boyhood. 

According  to  Chryaeros,  Oratilhu  bad  made  no  great  effort 
to  find  me,  since,  in  fact,  neither  he  nor  anyone  connected 
with  the  government  had  had  any  suspicion  tiat  I  had  re- 
tamed  home.  Be  had  merely  made  a  perfunctory  invea- 
tjgation  to  assure  himself,  as  he  thou^t,  that  I  had  not  so 
returned.  He  had  examined  all  the  t^antry  and  slaves^ 
bad  aalud  questions,  but  had  tortured  no  one  and  hod  be^ 
quite  satisfied  with  the  answers  be  bad  received.  Oddly 
CDDOgh,  while  he  had  doeely  queetioned  himself  and  n^ 
other  ei^t  tenants  as  to  the  date  of  my  departure  for  Bom» 
and  as  to  whether  they  had  seen  me  since  they  last  saw  me 
in  Home,  and  while  he  had  questioned  Utnrla  and  Ofatulena 
as  to  whether  they  had  seen  me  liuiae  I  act  off  for  Bom^ 
he  had  somehow  omitted  or  forgotten  to  ask  Ofatulenas  th» 
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nme  qaestioDs,  bo  thai  ho  had  been  able  to  answer  trnthf  0U7 
the  011I7  qaestiona  a^ed  of  him.  Agathemer,  I  found,  had 
told  ChifBeioe  that  only  he  and  Ofatnleniu  had  seen  me  be- 
tween my  retam  and  escape. 

QratUlns  had  especially  qoestioaed  the  wives  of  my  eight 
tenants,  and  as  Chryaeroa  was  a  widower,  his  widowed  daugh- 
ter, who  lived  with  him.  £ach  of  these  he  had  gammoned 
before  turn  separately  and  had  interrogated  alone  and  at 
length.    This  was  like  QratiUos. 

He  had  made  but  one  arrest,  and  this  dumbfoimded  me. 
Ducconins  Furfur  had  been  interrogated,  like  all  my  nei^- 
bors,  bnt,  while  the  rest  had  been  dismissed  after  answering 
what  questions  were  put  to  them,  Fuifur,  with  two  servants, 
bad  accompanied  to  Bome  the  Fistoriana  when  titey  went 
*way. 

The  more  I  r^ected  on  this  the  stranger  it  seemed. 

Neither  Chryseroa  nor  Agathemer  had  any  donbt  that  ft 
eloae  watch  was  being  quietly  kept  to  make  sure  tliat  I  could 
not  now  return  to  Villa  Andiriai  withont  being  cau^t ;  nor 
yet  leave  it  if  I  did  return  or  had  returned. 

As  a  result  of  his  discussion  with  Agathemer  they  had 
agreed  that  we  were  to  leave  by  night  and  on  foot,  as  we  had 
originally  intended.  But  he  had  argued  that,  while  it  was 
perfectly  sensUile  for  us  to  plan  to  pass  oorselYes  off  as  runa- 
way slaves  if  arrested  and  questioned,  there  was  no  sense 
whatever  in  doing  anything  to  i^pear  like  runaway  slaves 
nnlesB  we  were  actually  arrested  and  questioned.  Agathemer 
had  admitted  this,  but  had  pointed  out  that^  while  we  had  no 
hope  of  any  assistance  whatever,  and  were  [banning  to  es- 
cape by  our  ovm  unaided  efforts,  there  waa  no  possibility  of 
our  trying  to  appear  anything  else  than  mnaway  eUvea, 
as  he  could  easily  steal  slaves'  cloaks  and  tunics  from  my 
spare  storea,  bat  had  no  hope  of  getting  his  hands  on  any 
other  garments.  He  had  joyfully  accepted  the  ideas  and 
saggeetions  which  Chryseroe  put  forward,  as  well  as  his 
proffers  of  assistance. 

Chryseros  directed  that  the  two  copper  cylinders  and  most 
cf  the  spoils  of  Axathem^s  pilferings  should  be  left  in  onr 


SUCCOUR  189 

little  giotto,  hidtten  under  the  dud  les'vn.  He  would  tlien 
mmggle  Okhu  •tray  and  dispose  of  them.  He  would  supply 
US  with  rosty  brown  tonica  sad  cloaks  of  ondyed  mixed 
wool,  snch  as  were  worn  by  poor  or  ectmomical  fanners 
thron^out  Sabinum.  Also  he  would  supply  ns  with  hats 
better  than  those  Agathoner  bad  fetched ;  belts ;  and  trarel- 
Ung  wallete,  neither  too  big  nor  too  small,  neither  too  new 
nor  too  worn,  and  each  with  a  Bhonlder-Btrap  for  easy  car- 
riage; good,  heary  shoes,  two  pair  of  than  for  each  of  u^ 
10  that  we  might  carry  a  spare  pair  in  each  wallet.  In  the 
wallets  also  we  were  to  hide  the  hunting  knives  Agathemer 
bad  takoi  from  my  uncle's  collection ;  which  knires,  bladea, 
handles  and  sheaths  CfaryseroE  highly  approved. 

At  sight  of  the  flageolet  he  grinned,  the  only  smile  I  saw 
oa  his  face  while  he  wa«  helping  ns  in  our  hiding  and  out 
of  it  Agatliemer,  obstiaatdy,  insisted  on  taking  that  flageo- 
let And  ChryseroB  gmdgin^y  admitted  that  it  might  prove 
a  really  valnabla  possession,  peritaps.  We  took,  of  conise, 
our  two  little  flint  and  steel  cases. 

ChryseroB  said  we  ought  to  eat  all  we  could  manage  to 
•wallow  up  to  the  mom^t  of  our  departoie.  He  would  pack 
our  wallets  with  food  which  coidd  be  made  to  last  four  or  five 
days  and  would  be  pleniy  for  two  days.  Most  important 
of  all  he  would  supply  ns  with  money,  half  copper  and  half 
silver,  as  much  as  our  wallets  conld  properly  hold,  so  as  not 
to  nuke  as  appear  thieves,  if  we  wen  suspected  and  haled 
before  a  magistrate.  Willi  money  ve  could  travel  openly  and 
by  day  after  we  were  well  out  of  Sabinnm. 

We  plannol  to  make  our  wi^  eastward,  inclining  very 
little  to  the  north,  towards  Fistenue.  The  crossing  ot  the 
Tolenus  and  Himdla  should  give  us  no  trouble  whatever, 
We  would  pass  south  of  Clitemia  and  north  of  FistenuBu 
Chiyseroe  questicHied  Agathemer  closely  aa  to  his  knowledge 
of  tine  byroads,  and  applauded  him  Ughly,  only  on  a  few 
pointe  correcting  him  or  amplifying  what  be  knew.  North 
of  Fistmue  we  could  gain  tiie  mountains  and  troA  north- 
vtrda. 

The  most  ddbgerooa  part  of  our  proptwed  route,  the  critical 
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point  of  our  Hcape,  iroald  be  the  crouAng  of  tbe  Avoag  aad. 
t^a  SAl&riaa  Biginray,  vhich  we  must  effect  eomewhere  near 
Fomm  Decii,  between  laterocrium  and  FaUcrinam.  One* 
in  tlie  mountains  we  shoold  be  able  easily  to  continue  oa 
northwards  into  Umbria. 

-  Chiyserofl  sa^ested  that,  <Hice  in  Umbria,  we  could  pass 
OQTBelTes  off  aa  bufen  of  cattle,  goata  and  mules,  all  of 
irfaich  were  bred  on  the  mountain  farms  and  regolarly  bon^t 
up  b;  itinerant  dealers  who  drow  them  or  had  them  driven 
to  Borne.  The  Umbrtan  moontaina  had  no  such  numbera 
of  these  nnim*li  as  Sabinnm  produced  and  their  quality  was 
far  inferior,  so  that  the  dealers  were  always  men  of  small 
means,  driving  close  bargains. 

All  this  Bomided  very  promising  and,  abont  half  way  be- 
tween snorise  and  noon,  he  left  ns  to  hide  foe  the  reat  of 
tile  day.  I  slept  well  and  wolie  feeling  almost  mysdi,  with 
mere^  trifling  disoomfort  from  my  fast  healing  wounds. 

Whoi  ChryseroB  returned  in  the  dusk,  I  ata  ravsiously. 
Ha  broQ^t  us  good,  coarse  tunics  and  cloaJa,  also  hats,  shoea, 
and  belts ;  and  for  each  of  us,  a  small  leather  case  containing 
two  good  neecBee  and  a  iitUe  hank  of  strong  linen  thread. 
W«  talked  in  subdued  tones,  as  before,  and  kept  it  up  imtil 
long  after  dark. 

Next  morning  I  woke  full  oi  hope  and  eager  to  be  off. 
ChryseroB  brought  our  wallets  and  we  packed  them  with 
everything  they  were  to  hold  mcept  most  of  the  food.  We 
had  a  long  wrangle  over  the  money,  as  Cbryseros  wanted  to 
force  on  us  more  BUrer  than  I  thought  it  safe  to  carry. 

That  night,  after  a  generous  meal  and  a  long  final  talk 
irith  Cbryseros,  we  set  off  to  sneak  our  way  into  tbe  Aemilian 
Satate  and  from  there  eastward.  Before  we  set  off  Chryseros 
insisted  on  hanging  round  each  of  our  necks,  by  the  usual 
leathern  thong,  one  of  those  tiny,  flat  leatiiem  poudies,  in 
vhich  Blaves  were  accustomed  to  wear  pTOtective  amulets. 
He  declared  that  these  contained  talisznans  of  great  potency 
and  of  inestimable  value  to  ns  in  our  flight,  as  in  any  risk 
or  venture.    At  tbe  moment  of  parting,  to  my  amasemmt,  ha 
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tnnt  into  faua,  tbmr  his  urma  ■ronnd  me,  held  nw  doM 
■nd  chmg  to  me  aobhmg,  aod  kiasmg  me  m  if  I  had  been  U> 
own  son.     As  ire  mored  off  I  could  still  hear  his  sobs. 

We  had  excellent  tnok.  Hiding  by  daj  and  threading 
derioiu  paths  b;  night  we  reached  and  passed  the  ATena 
and  the  Salarian  Highway  without  any  encounter  with  any 
Itiunan  being;  and  indeed  withont  near  proziinity  to  any. 
Onr  daytime  hiding-places  all  turned  ont  to  have  been  wdl 
timtea  and  no  one  approached  ns  in  any  one  of  them.  The 
moon,  which  was  in  her  first  qnartR  on^  tiie  night  of  oar 
setting  oat,  helped  as  nightly.  There  was  no  rain  and  only 
some  moderate  doodinees,  enongfa  to  be  helpfnl  at  the  time 
of  the  foil  moon,  when  there  was  enon^  li^t  all  ni^t  for 
ns  to  see  to  travel  at  a  good  rate  of  speed  and  without  tiqr 
error  at  forks  in  the  paths ;  and  yet  not  enough  light  to  make 
ns  conspicnons  to  any  who  might  be  abroad  late  at  ni^t 

Onoe  beyond  the  Nar  and  almost  at  the  borders  of  TTmbria, 
we  grew  bolder,  trsTelled  by  day,  bought  food  as  we  needed 
it,  pnt  up  at  inns  and  acted  tiie  character  we  had  assumed^ 
of  Sabinee  intent  on  stock-buying  in  the  Umbrian  mountains. 
No  one  appeared  to  suspect  ns  and  we  had  no  adventures. 

But,  inevitably,  onoe  we  had  escaped,  we  did  not  so  much 
flunk  of  immediate  danger  as  of  permanent  safety.  Chrys- 
eioa  had  confirmed  oar  instinctlTe  opinion  that,  as  Sabines, 
ws  should  be  modi  less  likely  to  arouse  suspicion  in  Umbria 
and  the  Po  Talley  than  in  Samnium,  Lacania  or  Bruttium. 
We  bad  never  thou^  of  escape  southward ;  northward  we 
had  meant  to  vork  onr  way,  from  the  instant  of  conceiving 
the  idea  of  eacaping.  But  we  had  no  settled,  coherent  plan 
as  to  how  to  achieve  safety  and  keep  alive.  We  could  not 
hide  in  the  mountains  indefinitely. 

We  both  agreed  that  we  could  hide  best  in  a  large  city. 
XiTBeilles  might  have  been  a  perfect  hiding-place  could  we 
have  readied  it,  full  as  it  almys  was  of  riff-raff  from  all  ii» 
ihores  of  the  Hediterranean  and  from  all  parts  of  Italy. 
Bnt  Marseilles  ve  could  reach  only  by  the  Aurelian  Highway, 
timra^  Qenoa  along  the  coast,  and  the  Aurelian  Hi^vray 
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-ms  certain  to  be  sown  with  epies  and  likely  eaough  mi^it 
be  travelled  npon  by  officiala  who  had  known  me  from  child- 
hood and  would  |»x)bably  know  me  through  any  disgnise. 

Aqaileia,  on  the  other  band,  wu  far  more  popaloaa  than 
HarseilleH,  ej&i  more  a  congericB  of  rabble  from  all  shorea 
and  difitricta,  even  more  easy-going.  In  Aqoileia  we  should 
be  able  to  earn  a  comfortable  living  by  not  too  onerona  actiri- 
tiee  and  to  be  wholly  ongnspected.  Towards  Aqnileia  we 
decided  to  try  to  make  our  way.  The  roa^,  being  leas  trav- 
elled, would  be  less  spied-on  and  we  ahotUd  meet  officials 
lesB  likely  to  recognize  me. 

But,  if  we  were  to  reach  Aqnileia,  we  mnst  hnsband  onr 
silver.  Agathemer'a  idea  wae  that,  from  where  we  reached 
the  borders  of  TJmbria,  somewhere  between  Trebia  and  Nnr- 
flia,  we  ahonld  keep  as  near  as  possible  to  the  chine  of  the 
monntain-chain,  using  the  roads,  paths,  tracks  or  traib 
hif^est  np  the  slope  of  the  moontains;  avoiding  being  seen 
as  mnch  as  possible,  and«  if  we  ««re  seen,  claiming  to  have 
loflt  onr  way  throng  misunderstanding  the  directifms  givvn 
ns  by  the  last  natives  we  had  met.  He  |aoposed  to  steal 
food  for  OS,  instead  of  buying  it,  and  ezponnded  bis  ideas, 
maintaining  that  it  wonld  be  easy  and  not  dangerous. 

We  tried  his  j^an  and  succeeded  well  with  it  So  wild 
and  ontravelled  were  the  districts  which  we  traversed  that, 
nearly  half  the  time,  we  were  welcomed  at  farmsteads,  (to 
which  welcome  Agathemer's  flageolet-playing  greatly  assisted 
ns),  invited  to  spend  the  night  and  had  lavished  upon  onr 
entertainment  all  their  rustic  abondsnoe,  so  that  we  visibly 
grew  fat.  Wlien  such  luck  did  not  beOEall  ns  we  had  no 
trouble  in  helping  ourselves  to  supplies,  for,  far  np  the 
mountains,  most  habitations  were  shacks  tenanted  only  in 
summer  and  only  by  lads  acting  as  goat-herds  or  herdsmen, 
who  spent  the  day  abroad  with  their  charges,  so  that  we  could 
readily  enter  their  deeerted  cabins  and  take  what  we  pleased; 
especially  as,  if  a  dog  had  been  left  to  guard  the  hn^  I 
could  always  mast^  him  eo  that  he  greeted  me  fawning  and 
ctDod  wagging  his  tail  as  we  made  off. 

Eicept  these  not  vvrj  risky  raids  for  provender  and  such 
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enconnten  u  called  for  more  than  asaall;  ingcsuoiu  lying 
from  Agftthemer,  we  had  no  adventures. 

But  we  realised  from  day  to  day  and  more  and  more  in- 
aiatently,  that  we  were  progreeemg  slowly,  far  slower  thaa 
we  had  anticipated.  It  was  plain  that  we  coald  not  hope  to 
Teach  Aqnileia  before  winter  set  in.  It  vaa  manifeet  that 
it  wonld  be  nnaafe  to  attempt  to  winter  anywhere  in  the  Po 
valley  between  the  monntaina  and  Aqnileia.  At  Bavenna, 
Bcmuiia  or  Padua  we  ehoold  be  noticed,  inrestigated  and  per- 
hi^  recognized :  anywhere  in  the  open  cotmtry,  at  any  vil- 
lage or  farm,  we  ehoold,  even  more  certainly  excite  niBpidcoi. 
We  moat  winter  in  the  moimtaina.     Bnt  how  or  where? 

The  question  was  solved  for  ns  by  our  first  considerable 
adventore.  I  never  knew  the  precise  locality.  We  had,  in 
tnveTBing  the  moontains  trails,  avcnded  any  semblance  of 
ignorance  of  our  general  locality  and  had  sednlonsly  re- 
frained from  asking  any  qoeetions  except  as  to  onr  way 
to  some  nearby  objective,  giraierslly  imaginary.  AH  I  know 
is  that  we  were  somewhere  on  the  northeasteim  slope  of  the 
long  chain  of  monntains  beyond  Ignviam  and  Tif^nom  per- 
haps near  the  headwaters  of  the  Sena.  On  the  morning 
of  our  adventure  we  were  on  a  long  spnr  of  the  main  range, 
ao  that  we  were  headed  not  northwest  but  northeast.  The 
weather  was  still  fine  and  warm,  bnt  antamn  was  not  far 
off.  We  hadn't  seen  a  habitation  since  that  at  which  we 
bad  passed  the  nigh^  and  we  had  nude  about  three  leagues 
since  we  left  it,  following  what  was  at  first  a  good  mountsia 
road,  but  which  grew  worse  and  worse  till  it  became  a  mere 
traiL 


CHAPTEE  Xm. 

TBX  LOKBLT  HDT 

SOME  TIME  before  noon  we  were  threading  a  barely 
visible  track  not  far  below  the  crest  of  the  spur,  a  track 
bordered  and  overshadowed  by  chestnuts  and  beeches,  but 
cbestnnts  and  beeches  intemun^bd  with  not  a  few  pines 
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■nd  fin,  vfaeo,  out  of  the  bush^  on  om  left  hand,  fron 
the  up  elope  above  hb,  appeared  a  large  moose'colored  Moloa- 
dan  dog,  very  leas  and  starred  looking.  I  fiist  saw  hu  big, 
aquare-jowled,  Bhort-mnzzled  head  peering  oat  between  somtt 
low  cornel  buBbes,  his  biown  eyes  T^ardxog  me  qneetion- 
ingly. 

He  fawned  on  me,  of  course,  and  I  made  friends  with  him, 
fondled  him,  polled  hia  ears  and  played  with  him  a  while. 

Agatbemer  tartly  enqnired  whether  we  really  bad  time  to 
waste  on  skylarking  with  strange  dogs.  I  laoghed,  picked 
up  my  wallet,  and  started  to  follow  him  as  he  swnng  loimd 
and  strode  on,  ordering  the  dog  to  go  back  home,  a  command 
which,  from  me,  almost  alwa;^  won  instant  compliance  and 
disembarrassed  me  of  any  casual  roadeide  friends. 

But  the  dog  did  not  obey..  He  pawed  at  me,  whined,  and 
caught  my  cloak  in  his  teeth,  tugging  at  it  and  whining. 
I  could  not  induce  bim  to  let  go,  could  not  shake  him  oft, 
and  was  much  puzzled.  Aga^emer,  impatient  and  irri- 
tated, halted  again  and  urged  our  need  of  baste. 

After  exhausting  every  wile  by  which  I  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  rid  myself  of  too  fond  animals,  I  b^an  to  realize 
that  the  dog  did  not  want  to  follow  ua,  did  not  want  us  to 
remain  where  we  were  and  go  on  playing  with  him,  but,  aa 
plainly  as  if  he  spoke  latin,  he  was  begging  us  to  accompany 
him  somewhere. 

I  said  to  Agsthemer: 

"I'm  going  with  this  dog;  come  along.** 

He  remonstrated. 

I  declared  that  I  had  an  intuition  that  to  follow  the  dog 
was  the  right  thing  to  do.  Agathemer,  contemptuous  and 
xeluctant,  yielded.  The  dog  led  us  along  an  all  but  undis- 
tinguiBhablo  track  through  densely  growing  trees,  up  steep 
slopes  and  out  into  a  fiattish  glade  or  clearing  at  the  brow 
of  the  slope,  overhiuig  by  merely  a  few  hundred  feet  of 
wooded  mountain  side  and  bare  cliffs  to  the  crest  The  clear- 
ing was  clothed  in  soft,  late,  second-growth  grass,  and  had 
plainly  been  mown  at  haying  time  and  pastured  on  since. 
In  it  we  found  some  well-boil^  weli-thaiched  farm-baildingi: 


THE  LONELY  HUT  IW 

a  «he«pfo]d,  a  gostpen,  a  cowdied,  a  Btrong);  bnilt  stractma 
like  a  granary  or  etore-bonee,  another  like  a  repository  for 
wiae-jars  and  oil-jars;  hovels  such  as  all  mountain  farms 
have  for  slave-quarters  and  a  house  or  cabin  little  better  than 
a  hnt,  mad-walled,  like  the  other  buildings,  but  nev  thatched. 
It  v&e  nearly  square  and  bad  no  ridge-pole,  the  four  elopes 
of  the  roof  running  together,  at  the  top,  yet  not  into  a  point, 
but  as  if  there  wen  a  smoke-vent:  in  fact  I  thought  I  Bav 
a  suggestion  of  smoke  rising  from  the  peak  of  the  roof. 

To  this  hut  the  dog  led  us.  The  heavy  door  of  weathered, 
rough-hewu  oak  was  shut,  but,  when  I  poshed  it,  proved 
to  be  unfsatened,  I  found  myself  looking  into  a  largish 
room,  roofed  with  rough  rafters  from  which  hung  what 
might  have  been  hams,  flitches  and  cheeses.  It  was  mud- 
waUed  and  bad  a  fioor  of  beaten  earth,  in  which  was  a 
■and'pit,  nearly  full  of  ashes  and  vrith  a  small  fire  emoulder^ 
ing  in  the  middle  of  it.  Opposite  me  was  a  rough  plank 
partition  with  two  doors  in  it,  both  open.  Against  the 
partition,  between  the  doors,  hung  br<mze  lamps,  iron  pots 
and  pottery  jars.  Tha  room  was  dim,  Bghted  only  horn. 
ibe  door,  in  whidi  I  stood,  and  from  the  nsrrow  smokfr-vent 
overhead. 

By  the  fire,  on  their  hands  and  knees,  and  apparently 
poking  at  it,  each  with  a  bit  ot  wood,  or  about  to  lay  the 
bits  of  wood  on  it,  were  two  little  girls,  ehock-headed,  bare- 
foot and  bare-legged,  clad  only  in  coarse  tunics  of  rusty 
dai^  wool.  I  am  not  accurate  as  to  children's  ages :  I  to<^ 
these  girls  for  seven  and  fiv«;  bat  tiiey  may  have  been  sue 
and  four  or  eight  and  six.  At  sight  of  us  they  scrambled 
to  their  feet  and  fled  through  one  of  the  doora,  one  ahriddngj 
the  other  screaming : 

'Vammal    Mamma  t    Strange  men  I    Strange  menl" 

In  her  panic  she  did  not  attempt  to  shut  the  door  behind 
her  and  bolt  it,  both  of  which,  as  I  afterwards  discovered, 
she  might  have  done. 

No  other  voices  came  to  our  ears  and  I  followed  the  chil- 
drea  into  tiie  rear  room  in  which  they  had  taken  rtfnge.  It 
^18  totally  dark,  exc^  for  what  U^t  foand  iti  yn$ 
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ihroQg'Ii  its  door,  and  vbs  cramped  and  small  and  half  Med 
b;  a  Gallic  bed.  1  had  never  seen  a  Gallic  bed  before.  Sach 
a  bed  IB  made  like  ti»  bod;  of  a  traTelling-carriage  or  trar- 
elling  litter,  entirely  encased  in  panelling,  topped  off  inth 
a  aort  of  flat  roof  of  panelling,  and  with  sliding  panels  above 
the  level  of  tbe  cording,  bo  that  the  occopants  can  shut  tbem- 
selves  in  completely;  a  stmcture  irliich  looks  to  a  novice  like 
a  device  for  smothering  its  occapanta,  but  vbich  is  a  wel- 
come retreat  and  shelter  on  cold,  irindy,  winter  nights,  as  I 
have  learned  by  later  experience.  As  this  was  my  first  sight 
of  one  Z  was  amazed  at  it 

Usually,  as  I  learned  later,  such  a  bedstead  is  piled  up 
with  feather-beds,  so  that  the  occnpant  is  much  above  the 

-level  of  the  top  edge  of  the  lover  front  on  which  the  panela 
jilide.  But  this  bed  was  poorly  provided  with  mattresses 
and  I  had  to  stare  down  into  it  to  descry  the  children's 
mother,  who  lay  like  a  corpse  in  a  coffin,  bnt  half  buried  in 
bedding  and  qoilta,  only  her  face  visible.  She  was  certaLuly 
alive,  for  her  breathing  was  lond  and  stertorous;  bat  she 
was,  quite  certainly,  unconscious.  Between  tbe  dirieking 
diildren,  who  clung  to  the  frame  of  the  bed,  I  spoke  to  her 
and  assured  her  that  we  were  friends.  She  gave  no  sign 
of  understanding  me,  of  hearing  me,  of  knowing  of  my 
presence ;  but  my  repeated  assurances  quieted  the  elder  girl, 
who  not  only  cmsed  screaming  bnt  wdeavored  to  calm  her 
little  sister. 

Seeing  her  so  sensible,  I  questioned  the  child.  All  I 
could  learn  from  her  was  that  her  father  had  been  away 
nearly  ten  days,  her  mother  ill  for  five  and  insensible  for 

.three  and  their  four  slaves  had  run  away  tbe  day  before, 
taking  everything  they  chose  to  carry  off.  I  then  examined 
the  other  room  which  had  a  similar  bed  in  i^  and  in  which, 
the  diild  told  me,  she  and  her  sister  slept.    She  declared 

.that  she  did  not  know  her  mother's  name,  that  her  father 
never  called  her  anything  bnt  "mother";  she  also  declared 

-tiiat  she  did  not  know  her  father's  name,  her  mother,  always 

.ealling  him  "&ther,"  as  she  and  her  aister  did.    Her  name 

•ywM  Prima  and  her  sister's  Secunda. 
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As  I  coold  not  rouse  the  woman  and  lesnied  that  the  slftVM 
h«d  been  gone  more  than  a  fuU  day,  Agathemer  and  I  went 
to  oave  the  bellowing  and  bleating  etock.  We  found  in  the 
ahed  two  fine  joong  cows  with  ndden  appallingly  distended. 
Bnt  our  attention  was  momentarily  distracted  from  them' 
by  the  dght  of  eight  full-8i2ed  bronze  pails,  finer  than  those 
It  *nj  public  veil  in  Beate  or  Conaentia,  which  hung  on 
p^B  by  the  door,  four  on  each  eide  of  it.  They  were  flat- 
bottomed,  bolged,  but  narrowed  at  the  rim  bo  that  no  water 
would  splash  out  in  carrying.  The  rims  wen  ornamented 
with  chased  or  cast  pattens,  scallops,  leaves,  egg  and  dart 
and  vail  of  Tn^ :  four  patterns,  showing  that  they  were  pairs. 
All  had  heavy  double  handles.  We  looked  for  carrying- 
jokea,  bnt  could  see  none.  Such  pails,  which  would  be  the 
tteasnres  of  any  village  and  the  pride  of  most  towns,  amazed 
ua  in  this  fastness.  QIancing  at  the  pails  took  us  less  time 
than  it  does  to  tell  of  it.  The  cows  needed  us  sorely  and  we 
each  picked  up  one  of  the  suitable  earthenware  jars  which 
stood  inverted  just  inside  the  shed  door  and  mUked  them 
at  once.  Agatbem^  said  he  thought  we  were  in  time  tv 
forestall  any  serious  and  permanent  harm  to  them.  But 
their  udders  were  frightfully  swelled  and  blood  came  with 
the  milk  from  one  teat  of  the  cow  I  attended  to. 

The  sheep  were  in  a  worse  state  than  the  cows.  Not  a 
lamb  was  visible;  besides  the  ewes  there  was  only  a  two- 
year-old  ram  penned  by  himself  in  a  comer  of  the  fold. 
There  were  eight  fine  young  ewes,  in  full  milk.  As  with 
one  cow,  so  among  these  ewes,  four  gave  bloody  Tm'lV  from 
one  teat  each,  and  we  milked  that  onto  the  earth.  We  found 
plenty  of  empty  earthenware  crocks,  clean  and  turned  npsidft 
down,  in  which  to  save  the  good  milk. 

The  he-goat,  a  noble  young  specimen,  was  penned  by  him- 
self, like  the  ram.  There  were  nineteen  she-goats,  with  not 
a  kid  anywhere,  yet  all  in  full  milk  and  far  worse  off  than 
the  ewes.  All  but  two  gave  bloody  milk  and  three  gave  no 
dean  milk.  These  three  I  judged  mi(^t  die,  but  Agathemer 
vowed  he  could  save  them. 
When  we  had  finished  milking  we  searched  about  f<^ 
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vftter.  TowardB  the  northeaat  the  clearing  narrowed  and 
here  we  came  upon  &  tin;  rill  trickling  through  a  fringe 
ot  Bedge.  It  cazne  from  s  clear  and  abundant  Gpring  in  a 
dett  of  rock  againet  the  sharp  up  slope  which  rose  there 
under  the  pinee.  At  the  lower  edge  of  that  part  of  the 
deariug,  near  the  margin  of  tlie  more  nearly  level  gronnd, 
just  before  it  plunged  over  the  rim  of  the  flat,  it  was  dammed 
into  a  drinking  pool  for  the  stock.  We  did  not  dare  let  them 
oat  to  drink  and  so  laboriously  carried  water,  I  from  the 
spring  and  Agathemer  from  the  pood,  using  each  a  pair  of 
^e  bron2e  pails,  pouring  the  water  into  the  troughs  made 
gf  hollow  logs,  which  were  set,  one  to  each,  in  the  shed, 
pen  and  fold.  We  kept  this  up  till  every  goat  and  ewe  had 
had  her  fill,  and  then  watered  the  he-goat  and  ram.  The 
cows,  of  course,  we  had  watered  first  After  the  watering 
we  gave  each  cow  a  feed  of  mixed  barley  and  millet  and 
then  filled  with  hay  all  the  mangers  and  racks. 

When  we  had  concluded  this  exhausting  toil  we  filled  the 
water-jar  which  stood  in  one  comer  of  the  cabin  and  then 
carried  some  milk  into  the  house,  and  offered  Prima  and 
Secnnda  whichever  they  preferred.  They  chose  ewe's  milk 
and  drank  their  filL  Prima  was  -  much  impressed  by  the 
dog's  confidence  in  me  and  seemed  to  give  me  hers.  She 
«aid  the  dog's  name  was  HyUctor.  I  tried  to  make  the 
mother  drink  aaxoB  cow's  milk,  bat  she  swallowed  only  a 
few  drops  which  I  forced  through  her  teeth  by  the  help  of 
a  small  horn  spoon  which  I  found  on  the  floor  of  the  outer 
room. 

Agathemer  roused  the  Are  and  piled  more  wood  on  it. 
There  were  no  less  than  seven  tripods  lying  abont  the  floor  of 
the  cabin,  but  all  rot^^hly  made  and  of  the  squat,  short-legged 
pattern  which  holds  a  pot  barely  clear  of  a  low  bed  of  coals; 
not  one  was  fit  to  hold  a  cauldron  over  a  newly  made  deep 
fire  of  half-caught  wood. 

On  the  tallest  of  theta,  or  rather  on  that  least  squatty, 
Agatiiemer  set  a  small  pot,  which  be  filled  with  freeh  wattr. 
When  be  had  this  where  it  seemed  likely  to  boil  and  certain 
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to  beat,  he  ferretted  about  for  soppliefl.  He  fennd  a  bride 
OTea  with  abtmt  b&lf  a  bakmg  of  bread  in  it;  mediniii'dzed 
iMTes  of  coarse  wheat  bread.  Two  forked  eticka  stood  in 
one  comer  of  the  cabin  and  with  one  he  lifted  from  iia  p^ 
in  the  Tafters  a  partly  need  flitch  of  good  coarse  bacon. 
There  wna  a  jar  nxne  than  half  full  of  olive  oil  bj  the  sticka 
in  the  same  comer  of  the  cabin.  In  a  small  pot  set  in  the 
■dna  Agttthemer  stewed  some  of  the  onions  he  lifted  down 
from  the  rafters.  In  the  other  oomer  of  the  cabin  waa  an 
amphora  nearly  fnll  of  harsh,  sonr  wine.  We  made  a  fnll 
meal  of  bread,  oniana,  bacon,  oliTea  and  some  raisinB,  drink- 
ing onr  fill  of  the  wine.  The  little  girls  ate  heartily  with  -ag, 
now  convinced  that  we  who  friends  and  accepting  ns  aa 
swh.  Th^  seemed  to  some  extent  babitoated  to  tbnr 
mother's  condition  of  faelplessness  and  InBenaibUi^. 

Aa  soon  as  we  had  fed  we  inspected  the  [dace.  The  glade 
or  clearing  was  enclosed  all  aronnd  by  the  tall  trees  of  * 
thick  primitive  forest.  Towards  the  np  slc^  and  the  cliSs 
below  the  crest  of  the  moontain  the  trees  were  all  pinee, 
fin  OT  anch-like  dark  and  somber  evergreens.  There  were 
a  few  of  these  also  cm  the  lower  slopes  bat  there,  as  along  all 
that  rim  of  the  clearing,  the  forest  vraa  moeUy  of  oak, 
beech,  chestnut  and  other  chewfnl  trees.  Their  tops  tow- 
ered tar  above  the  verge  of  the  slope  and  screened  the  clearing 
all  round.  Xowbere  could  we  catch  sight  of  any  sign  of 
t  town,  village  or  farmstead,  thotigh  there. were  three  several 
rifts  in  the  forest  thmngh  wht(h  we  could  see  far  into  the 
nlleye  to  the  eastward.  The  cliff  above  the  clearing  ran 
nearly  from  southwest  to  nortlwast,  so  that  the  place  wag 
well  tdtnated  toVards  the  sun. 

The  cow-shed  was  divided  by  a  partitimi  and  half  of  it 
had  been  used  for  stabling  mules.  Agathemer  judged  that 
no  mide  had  been  in  it  for  about  ten  days.  We  inferred  that 
tiie  children's  father  had  taken  the  mules  with  him  when  he 
departed.  Over  the  cow-shed  waa  a  loft,  well  stored  with 
good  hay,  as  were  the  smaller  lofts  over  the  sheds  which 
formed  one  side  of  the  sheepfold  and  goat-pen.    The  hay 
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I'yns  not  moantaiii  h&j,  bat  distioctly  meadow  hay,  ladi  as 
u  mown  in  nlleya  along  streams.  It  was  all  in  bandies, 
igacb.  bandies  as  are  carried  on  mole-back,  two  to  a  mole, 
^his  was  queer;  eTen  qaeerer  tbe  absence  of  any  fowls  or 
pigeons,  or  of  any  sign  that  any  bad  ever  been  abont  the 
idace.    An  Umbrian  moantain  fum  withoat  pigeons  was 

.  unthinkable. 

|r  In  the  granary  we  fomid  an  amazingly  large  store  of  ezcd- 
lent  barley,  bat  only  two  jars  of  wheat,  and  that  not  tctj 

'  good,  and  neither  jar  entirely  fall.  On  the  floor  were  looee 
piles  of  tomips,  beets  and  of  dried  pods  of  coarse  beans. 

•  There  were  jars  of  chick-peas,  cow-peas,  lentils,  beans  and 
millet,  more  millet  than  wheat  From  the  rafters  bong 
(tried  bean-boflbes,  with  the  pods  on ;  long  strings  of  onions, 
dried  herbs,  marjoram,  thyme,  sage,  bay-leaTes  and  other 
inicb  seafloninge,  dried  peppers,  strong  like  the  onions,  and 
bancbes  of  big  sweet  raisins.  Also  many  roah-mats  of  dried 
ifiga,  the  bluest  and  best  of  figs,  some  of  th»a  indobitably 
Caonean  figs.  On  the  floor,  in  heaps,  were  some  hard- 
headed  Cabbages,  only  one  or  two  spoiled.  It  was  a  tnj 
ample  store  and  we  marrdled  at  it  and  wondered  whence 
it  all  came  and  how  it  came  where  it  was. 

The  other  store-hooee  amazed  ns.  It  was,  as  we  had  coa- 
jectored,  fall  of  great  jars;  jars  of  wine,  of  olive  oil,  of 
pickled  olives,  of  pickled  fish,  of  pickled  pork,  of  vinegar,  of 
ploms  in  vinegar,  and  smaller  jars  of  honey,  saocee  and  pre- 
pared relishes.  The  rafters  were  set  fall  of  cornel-wood  pegs 
till  they  looked  like  weaverB-combs.  From  the  pegs  hong 
hams,  flitches,  strings  of  smoked  saosage,  cheeses  of  all  sizes, 
amoked  so  heavily  that  tiiey  appeared  mere  lamps  of  soot,  and 
hags  of  a  shape  unfamiliar  to  both  of  as.  Agatfaemer  knocked 
one  down  and  opened  it  It  was  fall  of  tight  pecked  fish, 
salted,  dried  and  smoked,  a  fish  of  a  kind  nnknown  to  ns. 

There  was,  along  the  upper  edge  of  the  clearing,  onder 
the  boughs  of  the  pine  trees,  a  hags  pile  of  trimmed  logs  of 
oak,  diratnot,  pine  and  fir,  with  a  scarcely  smaller  heap  of 
cat  lengths  of  boo^  and  branches.    Under  a  leui-to  abed 
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WW  a  ssull  store  of  cut  fire-vood.  In  a  ootner  of  the  mno 
abed  were  foor  big  ooruel-TOod  msiUs  and  elaroi  good  inm 
vedges,  not  one  of  tiiem  beamg  any  sign  of  ever  having  been 
lued,  bat  aj^eariiig  as  if  fiesh  from  the  maker'B  bands. 
Bj  the  VDodpile  were  four  even  heavier  maids,  showing 
I^n^  of  marks  of  bard  usage  and  near  them  or  about  the 
modpilfl  we  found  eight  rustr  wedges. 

We  could  find  so  axe,  batdiet  or  any  other  sud  tool  any> 
vbeie  aboat  the  pUce^  The  logs  and  six-foot  loigths  of 
bon^B  afforded  a  lavish  sapply  of  fuel  for  two  long  winters; 
the  cnt  fiie-wood  could  not  be  made  to  keep  the  £ie  going 
ton  days. 

The  slave-qnarterB,  as  I  said,  were  mtsn  hovels,  bat  th^ 
were  provided  with  bedding  qoilts,  and  stoiea  of  clothing 
by  no  means  snch  as  are  generally  ased  for  bUvob.  Slaves' 
^pults  are  mostly  old  and  worn,  made  of  patches  of  vroolleu 
or  linen  cloth  all  bat  worn  oat  by  previoos  ase;  and  tben, 
when  torn,  patched  with  a  patch  aa  a  patch  and  a  patdi 
on  that  These  quilts  were  the  beet  of  their  kind,  sach  la 
ladies  of  leisare  make  for  their  own  amnsement,  at  eqnares 
and  triangles  of  woolen  staff  onwom  and  onsoiled.  The 
mattresses  were  staffed  with  dried  grass  or  sedge,  craftify 
packed  to  xaiika  a  soft  bed  for  any  sleeper.  The  pillows  were 
vi  lambs'  wool,  as  good  as  the  beet  pUlows.  And,  in  a  big 
diest  in  each  hovel,  wete  good,  new,  clean  tonica,  draks, 
Tain-doaks,  and  with  them  sandals,  shoes,  hats,  rain-hats 
and  all  sorts  of  clothing,  not  aa  if  f or  slaves,  bat  as  if  for 
middle-class  fanners,  prosperoos  and  self-indulgent 

We  vrere  dombfoonded  at  such  abundance  in  sndi  a  place. 

By  each  bed  in  the  hut  was  a  chest  These  we  opened  and 
found  in  both  women's  clothing;  tonics,  robes,  doaks  and 
tolls  of  linen  and  fine  woolen  stuSe. 

The  woman,  althoogb  moaning  and  stirring  in  her  bed, 
gave  no  more  signs  of  life  than  when  we  first  saw  her.  Agathe- 
m^  said,  speaking  Gred^  so  the  children  woold  not  under- 
stand: 

*^«  most  tiy  to  save  thia  woman's  life.    You  manage  to 
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get  tbe  dildren  to  follow  yon  outdde  tnd  FU  lift  her  onf 
of  the  bed,  uid  msh  bar,  pot  a  dmn  tonic  ou  her,  put 
deUL  bedding  in  the  bed  and  pnt  her  back  in  it;  I  can  do 
bU  that  handily.    She  is  §0  ill  she  iriU  never  know." 

We  went  out  in  tiie  ^ve-hovels  and  choee  what  bedding 
a«emed  suitable  and  carried  it  into  the  hat.  Agathemer 
had  pttt  more  fuel  on  the  fire  and  set  a  big  pot  <if  water  on 
-  (he  tripod.  We  pnt  the  bedding  in  a  comer  of  the  bat  and 
.  selected  frtnn  the  contents  of  tiie  diestB  a  tunic  and  aome 
n>n^  towels,  of  which  there  were  some  in  each  chest 

I  WM  not  hopeful  of  being  able  to  wheedle  the  diildien ; 
but  my  first  attempt  was  a  complete  anccess.  I  so^eeted 
to  Prima  that  she  tell  ne  the  names  of  the  sheep  and  goata 
tnd  she  at  once  became  absorbed  in  instructing  me.  Bach 
had  a  name,  she  was  certain ;  but,  I  found,  very  uncertain  aa 
.  to  which  name  belonged  to  which  and  not  very  sure  of  some 
of  the  names.  Her  hesitations  and  efforts  to  r^nember  took 
up  so  much  time  that  we  were  still  at  the  goat-pen,  Secunda 
witi)  one  hand  clinging  confidingly  to  mine,  wbsn  Agathemer 
called  to  me  from  the  door  of  the  hut 

He  told  me  in  Qredc  that  he  had  done  all  he  could  for 
the  woman,  had  effaced  all  traces  of  his  activitiee  and  had 
pnt  the  soiled  bedding  out  in  the  lato  sonshine  to  dry  and 
air.  We  strolled  about  the  clearing,  remarking  again  that 
it  seemed  out  of  si^t  from  any  possible  inhabited  or  trav- 
elled viewpoint  Agathemer  fetched  a  rough  ladder  he  had 
seen  in  the  cow-shed,  set  it  against  the  hut,  whidi  was 
highest  on  the  slope,  and  climbed  to  the  top  of  its  roof. 
From  there,  he  said,  he  coirid  descry  nothing  in  any  direction 
which  looked  like  a  town,  village,  farmstead  or  bit  of  highway. 
The  place  was  well  bidden,  by  careful  calculation,  for  fbis 
could  not  have  come  about  by  accid^it 

We  peered  into  each  of  the  buildings  and  poked  about  in 
them,  bofHng  to  find  an  axe  or  hatchet,  and  marvelling  that 
■  place  so  Uberally,  so  lavishly,  so  amazingly  oversupplied 
with  hams,  flitohes,  sausages  and  other  such  food  shoold 
Atrw  nowhere  any  trace  of  the  presence  of  bogs.    There 
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«u  so  bog-pen  dot  any  place  -wben  one  might  have  been, 
Bor  did  an;  i»irt  of  the  clearing  ahow  any  aigna  indicstiiig 
a  former  wallow,  sor  had  any  portion  of  it  beesi  rooted  up. 
It  iras  T«y  piizzling. 

Ab  we  returned  to  the  honse,  about  an  hoar  beftna  annwt^ 
we  BimnltaneooBl;  ottered,  in  Greek: 

''Here  we  stay ■" 

*0o  on,"  said  I  checking. 

'^ere  we  stay,"  he  began  again,  "nntil  the  hnaband  oonea 
lunne,  or,  if  be  does  not  return,  nntil  spting." 

<<That  is  my  idea,  also,"  I  said,  "and  there  ia  bet  one 
drawback." 

"Pooh,"  said  Agathemer,  "if  we  do  not  find  an  axe  some- 
wiiere  bereabonts  111  steal  one  from  a  farm  if  I  hare  to  spend 
two  days  and  a  night  on  the  quest." 

We  agreed  that  there  was  no  question  but  that  we  must 
spend  the  night  where  we  were.  The  stock,  after  their  long 
n^lect  and  late  milking,  would  be  best  left  unmilked  and 
uiwatered  till  morning.  As  we  must  not  leave  the  woman 
imwatcfaed,  we  most  sleep  in  the  but.  We  coold  bring  in 
sedge  mattreBses  and  quilts  from  the  horels  and  sleep  on 
ibe  earth  floor  by  the  fire.  When  we  had  agreed  on  theae 
points  we  forced  some  more  milk  on  the  aemi-unconBcioiu 
woman,  gave  the  stock  more  hay,  ate  an  abundant  meal  of 
bread,  oil,  sausages  broiled  over  the  fire  on  a  spit,  oliTea  and 
raisins;  and,  soon  after  sunset,  composed  ouiselToa  to  sleep 
by  the  well-covered  fire,  leaving  open  the  door  inte  the 
Toman's  bedroom,  but  abnttiag  the  two  children  into  theira 
after  telling  them  by  no  means  to  stir  until  we  called  than 
in  the  morning. 

Bylactor  curled  up  outside  the  cabin  door,  almost  against 
Jt,  after  Agathemer  bad  convinced  him  that  we  would  not 
let  him  sleep  in  the  hnt  We  slept  nnbrokenly  till  dawn 
woke  us. 

'  It  was  cold  before  aanrise  so  hi^  np  the  moontaina. 
][y  face  felt  cold  even  inside  the  hut  and  by  the  smoulder* 
ing  fire.    I  waa  rdnctant  to  roll  oat  of  my  qnilta.    Baty 
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what  with  AgKthemer'e  nrgiii^  aod  my  own  realization 
of  what  was  required,  I  did  my  shan  of  the  milking,  watering 
and  feeding  of  the  Btock  and  ate  a  hear^  breakfaet  For,  aa 
when  hiding  in  Fnrfur's  woods,  as  when  anywhere  on  our 
escape,  since  it  was  not  possible  ta  eat  as  if  at  home  and  at 
ease,  we  ate  oar  fill  soon  after  dawn  and  again  before  dark,  bnt 
daring  the  day  we  ate  nothing.  We  had  from  necessity  al- 
ready formed  the  habit  of  two  meals  a  day,  at  sunrise  and 
sunset 

The  woman  seemed  less  violently  ill  than  the  day  before.' 
When  we  first  saw  her  she  had  been  in  the  throes  of  a  violent 
fever  and  it  had  lasted  nntil  after  Agathemer  bathed  her. 
From  then  on  it  seemed  to  abate,  bnt,  when  I  last  felt  her 
forehead  and  hande  before  we  lay  down  to  sleep,  she  was 
still  feveriah.  When  we  first  wait  to  her  in  the  morning 
she  was  nnconsciouB  and  as  if  in  a  stnpor,  but  showed  no 
signs  of  fever.  She  did  not  stn^gle  againat  feeding  as  on 
the  previons  day,  bat  swallowed,  a  spoonfol  at  a  time,  as  mnch 
milk  as  Agathemer  thooght  good  for  her. 

When  we  bad  done  what  seemed  necessary  Agathemer 
m^ested  that  I  remain  by  the  cabin  white  he  investigated 
the  woods  ronnd  the  clearing  to  make  sore  how  many  roads 
or  patha  led  ont  of  it.  He  proposed  to  carry  his  sheath- 
knife  and  the  stoat  and  tried  staff  which  had  helped  him 
along  the  mountain  trails,  as  a  similar  one  bad  helped  me, 
and  to  take  Hylactor  with  him:  to  make  a  circuit  about  the 
clearing  some  ten  yards  or  so  inside  the.  forest  and,  if  nec- 
essary a  second  circuit,  further  away  from  oar  glade.  These 
two  circuits  should  ma^  him  sure  how  many  tracka  led 
from  or  to  our  clearing.  Then  he  would  follow  each  track 
and  acquaint  himself  witii  it,  and,  if  possible,  learn  where  it 
led.    I  approved. 

Before  noon  be  reported  that  only  three  tracks  approached 
our  location ;  that  iff  which  we  had  reached  it  up  the  slope 
of  the  mountain,  and  one  along  the  slope  in  each  direc- 
tion. About  mid-aftemoon  he  returned  op  the  track  by 
vliich  we  bad  eome,  stating  that  the  ^ail  soathwardsi  abonfc 


THE  LONELY  HUT  M» 

a  lesgae  aoQth  of  us,  joined  tiie  road  along  wbich  we  bad 
ttsTelled  till  Hylactor  diverted  ub  :  he  h&d  made  the  circuit 
along  the  lengtii  of  the  league  or  more  of  trail,  back  along 
the  road  by  which  we  had  travelled  and  np  the  track  by 
which  Hylactor  had  led  us ;  he  had  met  no  living  thing,  save 
t  hare  or  two,  too  fleet  for  Hylactor  to  catch;  he  bad 
canght  dght  of  no  town,  village  or  farmstead,  even  afar. 
He  had  made  sare  that  the  mnlee  had  left  the  clearing  by 
the  track  be  bad  followed  oat  of  it,  so  that,  probably,  the 
children's  father  had  gone  eonth.  Exploring  the  otber  trail 
he  had  pat  ofF  till  the  next  day. 

Kext  day  he  fonnd  that  ihe  other  track  joined  the  lower 
Toad  only  abont  half  a  leagne  to  northeastwards.  He  turned 
back  along  the  lower  road  and  returned  by  the  nphiU  track, 
as  he  had  done  the  day  b^ore  to  the  eouth.  He  met  do 
one  and  saw  no  town,  village  or  farmstead  anywhere  in  sight, 
and  at  some  places  he  could  see  far  to  the  eastward. 

We  discnased  hia  proposal  to  go  off  alone,  with  a  wallet 
of  food  and  try  to  st^  an  axe.  Plainly  he  would  have  to  go 
far.  It  wonld  be  easy  enough  to  sn^  bac^  to  the  farm 
where  we  had  spent  oar  last  night  before  meeting  Hylactor, 
bat  we  both  felt  bound  by  the  obligation  of  our  hospitable 
entertainment  there :  thou^  nameless  fugitives  we  were  still 
nnder  the  spell  of  the  standards  of  our  former  lives.  We  ad- 
mitted to  each  other  that  he  mi^t  steal  an  axe  from  that 
farm  and  I  condone  the  knavery  and  avail  myself  of  its 
proceeds;  but  we  agreed  that  such  baseness  must  be  stooped 
to  only  as  a  desperate  last  reaort  He  was  to  set  off  north- 
wards next  day. 

That  night  tiie  woman,  who  bad  been  inert  and  manBgeable, 
in  a  balf-stnpor,  became  violently  delirious  and  for  a  time 
it  took  all  the  strength  Agathemer  and  I  jointly  possessed 
to  hold  her  in  bed.  Prima  and  Secunda,  waked  by  her 
shrieks,  were  in  a  pitiable  panic,  Secunda  merely  dazed  aad 
aghast.  Prima  b^ging  uB  not  to  kill  her  mother,  fancying 
we  were  attacking  her.  We  managed  to  convince  the  child 
that  we  were  doing  onr  best  and  what  was  best  for  her  mothw 


toe  ANDIVIUS  HEDULIO 

and  thftt  her  motlier's  Tavings  wotild  qniert  iud  that  she  mi^i 
Tegain  her  reason  and  bealth.  I  induced  both  children  to 
return  to  their  bed  and  sbnt  and  bolted  their  door.  Agatha- 
mer  and  I,  by  tnms,  and  twice  again  each  helping  the  oth^, 
kept  the  poor  woman  in  her  bed  all  night.  At  dawn  she 
qnieted  and  fell  into  a  profound  atapor.  Bat  the  rigil  left 
me  and  Agathemer  worn  oat.  We  attended  to  tiie  milking, 
feeding  and  watering  of  the  stock  and  then  I  went  to  sleep 
in  one  of  the  slave  bovelB,  which  were  free  from  Tennin> 
not  the  least  amasing  of  the  many  amaring  feature  of  oar 
place  of  Bojoom. 

This  ontbreak  of  onr  insensible  hostess  made  impossible  the 
immediate  execntion  of  Agathemer'a  project  He  had  to 
hare  adeqoate  rest  before  he  coold  set  off.  After  I  had  slept 
all  the  morning,  he  slept  most  of  the  afternoon.  Daring  his 
nap  I  foand,  behind  the  water-jar  in  the  hat,  a  hatchet- 
head,  with  the  handle  broken  off  and  what  was  left  of  it 
jammed  in  the  hole.  It  was  small,  bat  not  very  rasty  or 
dull.  Before  Agathemer  wa]«ned  1  had  it  well  sharpened. 
We  had  f  oand  a  mallet  in  the  storehonse,  and,  with  this  and 
a  comel'wood  p^  he  whittled  with  his  sheath-knife,  Agathe- 
mer drove  oat  the  broken  bit  of  hatchet  handle.  He  thm 
fashioned  with  his  sheath-knife  a  good  handle  of  tough,  se^ 
BOned  ash  from  a  piece  be  had  foand  in  one  of  the  boildinga. 
With  this  hatchet  we  could  cat  np  small  bongfaa  selected 
from  the  big  woodpile,  bnt  it  was  too  small  to  enable  as  to 
cat  logs  into  lengths  or  split  lengths  of  logs. 

Again,  when  Agathemer  waa  planning  for  the  next  daj 
his  axe-stealing  expedition,  the  woman  had  a  fit  of  raving. 
This  lasted  a  night,  a  day  and  a  night  and  left  both  of  as 
to  the  last  degree  weary  and  drowsy.  Before  we  had  recup- 
erated onr  firewood  was  almost  used  up.  The  sitnation  looked 
hopelcBs.  It  was  well  along  into  the  Autumn,  though  we 
were  now  unsure  of  what  month  we  were  in,  so  completely 
had  we  lost  count  of  the  days.  Again  Agathemer  projected 
an  expedition  for  the  next  day,  in  the  faint  hope  of  obtainii^ 
OS  an  axe,  and  I  feared  be  now  aimed  for  our  last  harbon^. 
-At  dusk,  aa  he  honied  for  small  wood  ander  the  margin  of 
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the  woodpile,  he  foimd  «  good,  big,  doQble-«dged  oze-head. 
It  vu  doll  and  very  Tugty,  and  ha  had  a  vast  deal  of  trouble 
gstting  oat  the  fragment  of  broken  handle  and  shaping  a 
new  handle,  in  vhlt^  he  was  greatly  helped  bj  a  fairlj  good 
drav-knilfl,  vhich  I  had  that  very  morning  found  hanging 
on  a  peg  behind  the  hay  in  the  loft  OTer  the  cow-ehed.  He 
had  quite  aa  much  trouble  in  fitting  the  handle  into  the 
axe-head  and  in  sharpening  both  edges.  But  he  did  all  that 
before  W9  composed  ooraolTea  to  sleep.  Beflidea  those  on  the 
partition  ire  had  found  a  score  of  fine  bronze  lamps  and  we 
had  olive  oil  enough  for  all  uses  for  two  winters. 

Next  morning  we  woke  to  find  all  our  world  buried  under 
a  foot  of  snow,  the  pines  laden  with  it,  the  boughs  of  the 
beedies,  oaks  and  chestimts  furred  with  it  along  their  tops. 
It  was  a  magio  outlook,  the  like  of  which  neither  of  os  had 
ercr  seen. 

After  tha^  all  through  the  winter,  our  life  waa  an  unvaiy- 
ing  routine  of  milking,  feeding  and  watering  the  stock,  pre- 
paring and  eating  meals  limited  only  by  our  appetites,  nurs- 
ing the  sick  woman,  and  chopping  firewood.  From  the  first 
•treak  of  dawn  till  the  last  gleam  of  twilight  one  or  the 
other  of  us  chopped  the  firewood.  Neither  of  ub  was  an 
adept  at  handling  an  axe.  But  Agathemer,  with  his  half 
Greek  ancestry  and  hia  wholly  Qreek  vereatili^  and  adapt- 
ability, taught  himaelf  to  be  a  good  axeman  in  ten  days. 
I  bungled  and  blundered  away  at  it  aU  winter.  Agathemer 
oould  cut  a  two-foot  oak  log  into  suitable  lengths  with  a 
miniTmim  of  effort,  with  clean,  effective  strokes  of  the  ring- 
ing aze,  the  cuts  sharp  and  even;  I  could  cut  any  log  into 
lengtha  and  enjoyed  the  effort,  but  I  sweated  over  it  and  laid 
half  my  strokes  awry,  so  that  the  ends  of  my  lengths  were 
notched  and  unsightly. 

Also  I  broke  five  several  aze^helves  in  the  course  of  the 
winter.  The  first  time  I  broke  a  helve  Agathemer  had  no 
■nbstitute  ready,  and,  what  was  more,  the  fragment  of  the 
old  helve  was  in  so  tight  that  he  had  to  bum  it  out  in  the 
fire  and  then  retemper  and  resharpen  our  one  precious  axe- 
head.    His  retempering  and  resharpening  tamed  oat  all 
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right,  bnt  he  said  his  success  wu  accideatol  and  he  mi^t 
min  the  axe  if  he  tried  again.  So  be  made  two  extra  hehes 
and  had  a  dozen  comel-wood  pegs  read;  to  drive  oat  tiie 
bit  of  broken  handle  next  time  I  broke  it;  as  I  did,  according 
to  his  lan^iing  forecast 

The  incessant  labor  of  our  days  hardened  both  of  ns. 
Our  nmscles  vere  like  steel  rods.  We  slept  on  onr  mattreBsea 
b7  that  ash-covered  fire  as  I  had  never  slept  at  Villa  Andivia 
or  at  my  mansion  in  Borne.  We  ate  enormonaly  and  relished 
every  monthf  nL 

Biving  lengths  of  logs  irith  wedges  and  manl  was  a  kind 
of  work  calling  for  no  special  skill;  Agathemer  tanght  me 
all  he  imeir  in  a  day  or  tiro.  All  winter  we  alternated  ihia 
woiic  with  wDodchopping,  afterwards  chopping  the  riven 
lengths  into  firewood  lengths  and  then  splitting  these  into 
firewood.  Although  we  worked  at  riving  and  chopping  and 
splitting  every  moment  of  dayli^t  when  we  were  not  busy 
at  something  else,  we  never  accumulated  any  comfortable 
store  of  firewood,  so  as  to  he  able  to  rest  even  one  day.  We 
drank  new  milk  by  the  quart,  with  both  our  meals;  wine, 
abundantly  as  we  were  supplied  with  it  and  good  as  it  proved 
to  be,  we  drank  sparingly,  merely  a  draught  at  waking,  one 
after  each  meal,  and  one  at  bedtime.  What  we  took  we 
took  strong,  mixing  wine  and  water  in  eqoal  proportions. 

Both  Agathemer  and  I  preferred  cows'  milk  and  drank 
tiiat  only,  as  we  gave  cows'  milk  only  to  the  sick  woman. 
Both  children  preferred  ewes'  milk.  As  me  had  no  hogs  to 
feed  we  were  put  to  it  what  to  do  with  our  surfdus  milk. 
Agathemer  made  a  sort  of  soft  cheese,  by  putting  sour  enrds 
in  a  bag  and  hanging  it  up  to  drain.  We  both  liked  tfaia 
and  BO  did  the  little  girls.  But  we  could  not  use  much  this 
way.  Agathemer,  always  resourceful,  fed  the  dog  all  thfr 
goat's  milk  he  would  lap  up,  and,  after  he  had  set  to  curdle 
what  seemed  enough,  mixed  the  rest,  while  fresh  and  sweet,, 
with  water  and  gave  this  mixture  to  the  cows  to  drink,  say- 
ing it  increased  their  yield  of  milk.  As  the  winter  woT» 
on  he  fed  similarly  the  best  milkers  among  lite  ewea  and. 
goats. 
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CHAFTGB  XIV 

miTEEB  IK  IHX  KOUKTAIKS 

NEITHER  A^themer  nor  I  inew  anything  abont  bretd- 
Dukiog.  He  tried,  but  merely  wasted  flour.  And  both 
qI  ds  hated  the  weariacone  labor  of  grinding  grain  in  either 
of  the  Toagh  hand-milla  which  were  in  the  gtore-hoose.  He 
found  a  means  of  keeping  us  well  fed,  satisfied  and  looking 
forward  to  the  next  meal  with  pleasure.  He  screened  a 
pedc  or  eo  of  barley,  put  it  to  soak  in  a  crock,  and  then, 
whoi  it  was  swelled,  put  it  in  a  crock  or  flat-bottomed  jar, 
with  just  enough  water  to  cover  it,  and  bedded  this  in  the 
hot  coals  by  the  edge  of  the  fire.  There,  under  a  tight  lid, 
it  stewed  and  swelled  and  steamed  all  day,  unless  he  judged 
it  done  sooner.  When  it  was  cooked  to  his  taste  he  mixed 
through  it  cheese,  raisins,  and  several  sorts  of  fiarorings, 
also  a  little  honey.  The  porridge-lil%  product  he  baked,  as 
it  were,  by  turning  a  larger  crock  over  the  crock  containing 
it.     The  result  was  always  tasty  and  relishable. 

I  asked  him  why  he  used  barley,  not  wheat,  of  which  there 
waa  quite  a  supply.  Be  said  barley  was  supposed  to  be  heat- 
ing, and  we  certainly  needed  all  the  heating  we  could  get 

The  old  smoked  cheeses,  of  which  an  amazing  number 
hung  in  the  hut  and  store-houses,  were,  to  me,  very  appetis- 
ing, used  in  this  way,  tbou^  too  strongly  flavored  for  me  to 
eat  any  quantity  of  any  sort  as  one  would  eat  normal  cheese. 
Agathemer  said  they  had  all  been  smoked  too  soon,  while 
the  cheese  was  yet  soft,  so  that  the  smoke  had  penetrated 
all  throuj^  the  cheese.  Certainly  the  outside  of  each  cheese 
was  mere  soot  to  the  depth  of  an  inch,  so  that  we  had  to 
throw  it  away.     Even  Hylactor  would  not  eat  it. 

Soon  after  the  first  hard  freeze  we  found,  one  morning, 
one  of  the  goats  with  a  leg  broken.  Agathemer,  with  me  to 
hdp  him,  got  her  out  into  one  of  the  boildinga,  out  of  sight 
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or  liearing  of  th«  otbar  animals;  and,  there  later,  butchered 
her.  We  had,  by  this  time,  found  butchering  knives  and 
kitchen  knives,  to  the  number  of  8  acoie,  but  each  hidden  hj 
itself,  and  in  the  oddest  places,  one  under  a  sill  of  the  cow- 
died,  another  under  a  wine-jsr,  several  between  the  rafters 
and  thatch,  most  buried  in  tiie  thatch  itself,  as  if  they  bod 
been  hidden  on  purpose.  They  were  all  rus^,  but  we  soon. 
had  them  bright  and  sharp.  With  some  of  these  we  butdiered 
and  cut  up  the  goat.  The  o^  we  fed  to  Hyloctor,  not  rnuoh 
at  a  time.  Most  of  the  rest  of  her  we  ate,  a  little  at  a  time, 
H  the  frost  kept  the  meat  from  Exiling. 

The  kidneys  Agathemer  used  first.  He  washed  them, 
■caked  tbem,  parboiled  them,  cut  tbem  into  bits,  fried  the 
bits  in  olive  oil,  and  then,  when  tb^  were  crisp,  stirred  boiob 
of  them  through  one  of  his  crocks  of  cooked  barley.  Tbe 
reeult  was  delicious.  The  kidn^  sufficed  for  two  or  three 
crocks  of  bsriey.  Then  he  did  something  similar  with  the 
liver  with  a  result  almost  as  appetizing. 

We  had  some  cht^,  broiled  over  the  hot  cools;  also  coUope, 
spitted,  with  bits  of  fat  bacon  between.  But  neither  of  na 
cared  much  for  goafs  meat,  and  Agathaner's  attempt  at 
a  broth  made  of  the  tougher  meat  was  not  a  success.  It  hod 
a  repulsive  smell  and  a  more  repulsive  taste,  though  it 
seemed  nourishing.  He  made  only  one  pot  of  broth.  After 
'ttiat  we  fed  tiie  coarser  parte,  little  by  little,  to  Hylactor. 

This  loss  of  one  goat  led  Agathemer  to  do  some  thinking. 
There  was  a  pretty  large  supply  of  hay,  but  not  enough  to 
keep  in  good  milk  all  through  the  winter,  until  gross  grev 
next  spring,  two  cows,  eight  ewes  and  twenty  goats.  We 
talked  the  matter  over.  The  ram  and  the  he-goat  were 
manifestly  of  choice  breeding  stock,  probably  carefullj 
selected  and  cherished.  We  judged  their  owner  would  bo 
angry  if  he  did  not  find  tbem  on  his  return.  So  Agathemer 
considered  which  of  the  ewes  gave  the  least  milk  and  prom- 
ised least  08  a  breeder,  and,  after  all  the  goafs  meat  was 
used  up,  we  killed  her.  Sheep's-kidneys  and  eheep's-liver 
ore  better  eating  than  goafs-kidneys  and  goafs-liver.  We 
both  agreed  on  that  and  we  liked  mutton  diops  and  mutton 
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catleta.  Hylactor  got  only  the  offal  snd  the  coaner  bits, 
the  rest  Agathemer  made  into  a  reliahable  broth  flaroTed 
with  maTJoram,  baj-leavea  and  other  herba. 

During  the  winter  he  killed  aiz  more  goats  and  one  more 
ewe,  so  that  we  fed,  all  winter,  six  ewea  and  tw^ve  goata. 
F(»  these  the  hay  sufficed  and  not  a  little  was  left  when 
we  departed. 

For  onreelves,  while  we  wasted  nothing,  we  were  laTish 
with  the  food  stores.  The  bitter  cold  and  onr  nnremitting 
toil  all  day  long,  at  a  thousand  other  tasks  and  always  at 
preparing  fire-wood,  contribnted  to  keep  ns  r&venons.  We 
ate  heartily  twice  a  day,  never  taking  anything  between  meals 
except  all  the  milk  we  chose  to  drink,  and  I  found  ewes' 
milk  and  goats'  milk,  yet  warm,  or  milked  Uiat  morning 
good  to  drink  in  cold  weather.  Often  we  mixed  hot  water 
with  the  goats'  milk  and  drank  the  mixture  while  warm. 

One  intensely  cold  and  brilliantly  clear  day,  as  I  was  linng 
a  log,  panting  and  glowing  with  the  labor,  yet  with  £ngen 
nmnb  and  feet  aching  with  the  cold,  I  heard  a  yell  from 
Agathemer.  Aze  in  hand,  my  left  hand  making  bdto  that 
my  knife  was  loose  in  its  sheaUi,  where  I  wore  it  stnck  in  my 
belt,  I  raced  to  the  store-honse.  There  I  found  Agatbemer 
alone,  unhurt,  standing  by  an  olive-jar,  staring  into  it. 

"What  is  wrong?"  I  queried. 

"Nothing  wrong,"  he  said,  "but  something  amazing." 

He  fumbled  in  the  jar,  reaching  his  arm  down  into  it  tM 
far  as  he  could,  his  arm-pit  tight  down  on  the  rim.  After 
tome  straining  he  held  up  his  hand,  all  dripping  with  dregs, 
and,  between  hia  thmnb  and  forefinger,  exhibited  an  nnmift- 
takable  gold  coin.  How  many  then  were  in  that  jar  we 
never  knew;  there  were  too  many  to  count  We  turned  tiie 
jar  OTer  on  its  side,  with  some  labor,  and  made  sure  that 
there  were  enough  gold  coins  in  it  to  wei^  more  than  either 
I  or  Agatbemer  weighed  and  we  were  about  normal-sized 
men,  in  every  way. 

We  discussed  this  find  a  good  deal.  We  agreed  that  the 
coins  were  of  no  use  to  us  and  could  be  of  no  nse  to  ns.  Ai 
m  meant  to  pass  ourselves  off  for  Sabme  cattle-buyers  until 
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ire  were  oat  of  TTmbria,  as  ve  meant  to  press  on  to  AqaileiB, 
as  soon  as  the  weather  vraa  warm  enough,  as  we  meant  to 
pass  ouTBelveB  off  for  runaway  Blares,  if  we  were  arrested  and 
qnestioned  gold  coins  in  onr  possession  woold  have  been 
most  dangerous  to  ne.  We  agitated  the  idea  of  sewing  « 
few  into  the  hems  of  oar  tonics  and  into  the  ends  of  our 
belts;  bnt  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  any  attempt  to 
exchange  a  gold  coin  for  eilvei  would  be  very  dangerous  and 
much  too  risky  a  venture. 

We  also  agreed  that  if  the  master  of  the  place  returned 
he  must  not  suspect  that  we  knew  of  his  board.  So  we 
replaced  the  jar  as  it  had  stood,  effaced  all  signs  of  its  haring 
been  moved  and  refilled  it  with  olives,  taking  them  from 
another  jar,  which  proved  to  contain  olives  only,  all  the  way 
to  the  bottom. 

This  find  led  Agathemer  to  investigate  every  jar  on  Uie 
place,  running  a  long  rod  of  tough  wood  down  into  each  as 
a  sounder.  In  another  jar  of  olives  he  found  a  similar 
hoard  of  silver  denarii.  Of  these  we  took  as  many  as  were 
SecCEsary  to  replenish  the  store  of  coins  Chryseros  bad  fur- 
nished us  with.  Even  of  silver  we  dared  not  carry  too  much. 
The  hoard  was  so  large  that  the  handful  of  coins  we  took 
was  unlikely  ever  to  be  missed. 

The  little  girls,  early  in  our  stay,  became  entirely  accus* 
tomed  to  us  and  utterly  trustful  of  us.  In  the  chests  Agathe- 
mer  found  other  tunics,  warmer  than  those  they  had  on 
when  we  came,  which  were  suited  to  them.  But  ihtn  were 
no  cloaks  small  enough  for  them  to  wear.  With  our  preciouf 
scissors  Agathemer  cut  in  two  the  smallest  warm  cloak  he 
could  find  and,  with  the  needles  and  thread  Chryseros  had 
given  us,  he  roughly  hemmed  the  cut  edge.  The  two  awk- 
wardly-shaped cloaks,  thus  made,  the  children  wore  till  spring. 

We  could  find  no  shoes  for  the  children  and  they  went 
barele^ed  and  barefooted  all  the  winter.  They  did  not  seem 
to  mind  it,  except  on  the  most  bitterly  cold  days,  when  the 
wind  howled  about  the  hut,  roaring  tiirou^  the  pines  and 
naked-boughed  oaks,  blowing  before  it  the  snow  in  siltes 
dost    Then  they  kept  inside  the  hut  all  day.    But,  im  sonny 
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«nd  vindleu  daji,  they  Tan  about  bAtefoot  in  the  sQoir  and 
aeemed  entirely  indilferaat  to  the  cold,  thou^  they  always 
appeared  glad  to  dry  and  warm  their  little  pink  toes  at  the 
file,  after  they  retnined  to  the  hut.  Agathenm,  more  know- 
ing than  Z,  would  not  let  them  approach  the  fire  until  they 
had  bathed  their  feet  in  a  crock  of  water  he  kept  standing 
ready  inside  the  hat  door  and  had  partially  dried  them  after- 
wards. He  said  that  otherwise  their  feet  would  poff  and 
swell  and  perhaps  inflgTni*.  They  seemed  happy-hearted  little 
beings  and  Secttnda  was  brigfaiL  But  Prima  was  very  dull 
and  less  intelligent  than  her  younger  sister.  We  concluded 
that  she  was,  while  not  anything  like  an  idiot,  certainly  a 
very  backward  diild,  lacking  the  wit  of  a  nonnal  child  of 
her  age. 

After  the  first  snow  fell  we  had  no  more  trouble  vith 
Tioknt  outbreaks  from  the  sick  woman;  or,  at  least,  veiy 
littl&  Her  next  fit  of  raving  came  about  ten  days  after 
the  first  snowfall  and  heffm  in  the  daytime,  when  both 
Agathemer  and  I  were  in  the  hat  We  forced  her  back  into 
her  bed  and  then  Agatbemer  bad  an  inspiration.  He  bade 
me  hold  her  where  she  was  and  he  took  down  his  flageolet, 
from  where  it  hung  on  a  high  peg  on  the  partition,  and  began 
to  play  it. 

The  woman  quieted  at  onoe  and  seemed  to  sink  to  sleep. 
After  that  her  fits,  which  recurred  at  frequent  intervals,  took 
up  little  of  our  time,  as  upon  each  we  had  only  to  get  her 
bade  into  her  bed  and  compose  her  by  means  of  Agat^emer'a 
music. 

It  was  wall  along  towards  spring,  certainly  far  towards 
the  end  of  the  winter,  when  Agathemer  made  bis  most  aston- 
ishing discovery.  By  that  time  the  animals  gave  no  more 
milk  than  sufficed  for  the  five  of  us;  there  was  no  surplos 
to  feed  back  to  the  best  milkers.  Also  we  had  a  little  reserve 
ct  firewood  and  did  not  have  to  drive  ourselves  so  onr^ 
mittingly  to  escape  death  by  freezing  if  our  fuel  gave  out 

I  was  chopping  wood  in  a  leisurdy  way,  and  enjoying  tiie 
eierdse.  The  little  girls  were  inside  the  hot  at  the  moment 
after  {daying  about  most  of  flie  momiDg.    Agatbemer  came 
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ont  of  the  ftore-hooBey  glanced  around,  and  beckoned  to  me: 
together  we  went  inside.  There  he  showed  me  where  he, 
led  by  a  terj  slight  diffo'ence  of  color,  had  dug  into  the  eartb 
lloor  and  come  upon  a  Bmall  maple-wood  chest,  like  a  temple 
treasore-box.  It  was,  oatside,  perhaps  a  foot  wide  and  about 
U  high,  and  not  over  a  foot  and  a  half  long.  He  had  forced 
it  open  with  the  hatchet  and  a  heavy  knife,  like  a  Spartan, 
irood-knife.  The  wood  of  the  chest  was  so  thick  that  the 
inaide  cavity  was  comparatively  small.  Bnt  it  was  big  enoo^ 
to  have  held,  say,  two  quarts  of  wine.  And  it  was  almoot 
fnll  of  jewels;  opals,  tnrqaoises,  topazes,  amethysta,  rubiea* 
aneralds  and  aapphijea. 

Agathemer  ahnt  the  8tor»-hoiue  door  and  fastened  it  to 
the  little  girls  could  not  open  it  if  they  shonld  chance  io 
try.  Then  he  spread  his  cloak  on  the  earth  floor  and  dumped 
tlw  contents  of  the  chest  on  it.  Most  of  the  gems  were 
small,  at  least  two  score  were  very  large,  and  there  were 
many,  of  notable,  though  moderate,  size.  We  could  see  them 
fairly  well,  though  the  store-house  was  dim,  since,  with  the 
door  shut,  the  only  li^t  was  what  came  throat  chinka. 
We  ran  our  fingers  throu^  the  heap  of  jewels,  pidted  np  the 
largest  and  held  them  to  the  light  and  gained  a  geaieral 
idea  of  the  value  of  the  hoard.  We  put  them  all  back  into  the 
chest,  shut  it,  and  reburied  it  It  diowed  no  marks  of 
Agathemer>  derterous  attempts  at  opening  it,  for  the  lid 
was  held  down  only  by  a  clasp  outside,  and  by  the  swelling 
of  the  inside  flange  of  wood  against  the  ovarl^piog  rim  <j 
the  lid. 

We  went  ont  to  the  woodpile  and  I  resumed  my  chopping 
while  Agathemer  set  to  riving  logs  with  the  wedges  and 
mauL  We  had  always  kept  the  little  girls  away  from  the 
woodpile  and  so  were  sure  of  being  alone.  Also  we  talked 
Greek  as  an  extra  precaution, 

Agathemer,  resting  between  assaults  on  a  vefy  big  lo^ 
Mid: 

**I  am  of  the  same  opinion  I  have  held  since  we  found  the 
gold.  This  place  belongs  to  some  TJmbrian  farmer  who  is  in 
-partneidiip  with  «  bandit  chief  or  the  lead«  of  a  gang  <tf 


WINTEa  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS  US 

ibotp«d«.  Joat  as  the  King  of  the  Hi^waTmcn  is  mid  to 
have  a  brother  in  Borne,  important  among  the  Imperial  Bpies, 
ID  most  oatiava  hare  some  aschor  somewhere  witii  associates 
qipareatly  honest  and  respectable.  The  owner  of  this  place 
maj  be  brother  of  a  brigand,  or  related  to  one  in  some  other 
vay  or  merely  a  trusted  friend.  At  an;  rate  I  am  of  the 
{pinion  tliat  this  fastness  is  uaed  as  a  repository  for  robbers' 
loot.  Ererytbing  points  to  it.  The  gems  and  the  coins 
make  it  certain,  to  my  thinking,  but  eTen  if  we  had  found 
none  of  these  it  ia  pret^  plain  from  everything  else.  There 
is  no  sign  that  there  ever  was  a  pig  anywhere  about  here: 
yet  the  store  of  fine  old  bacon  surpassee  anything  any  mere 
farm  ever  kept  on  hand ;  there  is  not  a  square  yard  of  ground 
faereaboats  that  ever  has  been  plowed,  spaded  or  ho^:  yet 
the  place  is  crammed  with  all  sorts  of  farm  produce.  Mani- 
lestly  it  was  all  bron^t  here,  where  th&ct  are  no  pigeons 
to  reveal  the  place  by  their  flight  ahore  it,  nor  any  cock  to 
call  attention  to  it  by  his  crowing.  This  ia  not  a  farm,  it 
is  a  treasore-houee,  lavishly  provided,  with  ereiything  port- 
able. 

"The  absence  of  the  man  and  the  flight  of  the  slaves  puzzles 
me.  Aa  for  the  alavee,  I  can  form  no  conjecture.  But  I 
am  inclined  to  think  it  possible  that  the  man  was  betrayed 
somehow  to  the  authorities  and  is  in  prison  or  has  been 
eaeciited.  We  most  assume,  however,  that  he  is  alive  and 
will  retnm  and  must  comport  ourselves  accordingly. 

"Now  I  tell  you  what  I  mean  to  do.  In  such  a  hoard  of 
genu  a  few  of  medium  size  could  never  be  missed,  even  if 
missed,  their  abstraction  could  never  be  proved.  I'm  going 
to  aelect  the  best  of  the  mediom-sized  emeralds,  topazes, 
rubies  and  sapphires;  enough  to  All  the  leather  amulet-bsgs 
Chryseros  gave  ua.  All  slaves  wear  amulet-bags,  if  they 
can  get  than;  onrs  are  old,  worn  and  soiled  and  will  make 
tinmrpassable  hiding  places  for  as  many  gems  as  they  will 
bold.  Ill  take  out  the  amulets  and  sew  them  into  the  hems 
of  our  tunicsj  at  the  comers.  Ill  fill  the  bags  as  full  of 
genu  aa  is  possible  without  making  them  look  nnusnally 
pinmp.    Then, .  if  we  reach  Aquileia,  tre  shall  have  a  soucca 
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of  cash  enoQ^  to  last  ns  years;  for  I  can  sell  the  Jemls 
one  at  a  tune  at  high  prices." 

"Are  70a  sore  that  the  atones  are  vorth  sll  that  care  7^ 
I  caviUed.  "Hay  you  not  be  miertaken  as  to  their  value  or 
eren  as  to  their  genuineness?" 

"Not  I,"  Agathemer  bragged.  'M  am  one  of  the  foremost 
gem  experta  alive  Your  nnde,  as  yon  know,  held  it  & 
iricked  waste  of  money  for  a  sickly  bachelor  to  hvj  genu;  but 
he  was  a  natural-bom  gem  fancier.  He  knew  eveiy  famons 
jewel  in  Rome :  every  one  of  the  Imperial  regalia,  eroy  009 
ever  worn  by  anyone  at  any  festival  or  entertainmeat,  every 
one  in  every  fancier's  collection  of  jewels.  From  hiai  I 
learned  all  I  know:  I  myself  poseeee  the  faculties  to  profit 
by  my  training.  I  know  more  of  gems  than  most,  I  tell 
youl" 

I  agreed,  and,  during  the  next  few  days,  he  selected  the 
atones  he  judged  most  vBluable,  enough  to  fill  the  hollow 
of  one  of  my  bauds  and  as  much  for  him,  and  sewed  the  two 
batches  np  in  our  emptied  amtdet-bage.  The  amoleta,  which 
were  two  Egyptian  ecarabs  and  two  Babylonian  seals,  very 
exude  in  workmanship  and  of  the  meanest  glazed  pottery,  Iw 
sewed  into  the  comers  of  our  tunica. 

Soon  after  this  came  the  first  thaw  of  the  spring;  •  mild 
sunny  day  cleared  every  bough  of  every  tree  of  the  laat 
vestiges  of  clinging  enow  or  ice.  Ilien  we  had  two  daya  of 
warm  rain,  sometimea  a  drizzle,  sometimes  a  downpour. 
Then,  on  tiie  fourth  day,  the  sky  waa  clear  again  and  the 
annshine  strong. 

As'  osnal  after  my  morning  duties,  I  went  in  to  take  a 
look  at  oar  insensible  hostess.  She  lay,  as  she  had  mostbr 
lain  all  winter,  breathiog  almost  imperceptibly,  her  ^es 
dosed.    Aa  I  bent  over  bar,  her  ^es  opened. 

She  sat  up,  wide-eyed,  startled,  the  picture  of  amaiement 
and  it  came  over  me  that  ahe  waa  no  peasant  woman,  but 
a  la^. 

"Who  are  you?^  she  demanded,  sopporting  heradf  od  one 
elbow.    "I  do  not  know  you;  what  are  you  doing  hersP* 
'  "I  hiTe  been  helping  to  nurse  yon,"  I  said,    '^on  hava 
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been  Hi  a  long  time  and  hare  needed  mndi  care.  Lie  down ; 
yon  will  binder  your  recoTery  if  you  exert  yourself  too  soon." 

She  lay  back,  bat  propped  herself  up  on  her  pUlowB,  and 
in  no  weak  voice  insiBted  on  knowing  irho  I  wu. 

At  that  instant  Agathemer  entered.  He,  far  more  diplo- 
matic  than  I,  took  charge  of  the  situation.  The  Toman, 
instead  of  losing  couacionsnees  again  at  once,  as  I  expected, 
appeared  possessed  of  much  more  strength  than  anyone  would 
hare  anticipated  and  asked  searching  questions. 

Agathemer,  tactfully  but  without  any  attempt  at  bea^g 
about  the  bush,  told  her  the  whole  truth,  as  to  her  illness,  our 
finding  her  alone  with  the  two  children,  our  care  of  her,  and 
the  length  of  our  stay.  He  said  afterwards  that  he  hoped 
the  shock  would  cure  her. 

"Am  I  to  understand  you  to  say,"  she  asked,  "that  I  have 
been  in  this  bed  since  the  middle  of  the  autumn  and  that  it 
ia  now  almost  spring  ?* 

"Jufit  that,"  said  Agathraner  simply. 

"And  that  you  two  men  have  been,  practically,  in  poe- 
■ession  of  this  entire  place  all  that  time  P' 

"That  is  true  also,"  I  said. 

Agathemer  and  I  looked  at  each  other.  We  had  used  our 
one  pair  of  scissors  mutually  and  our  hair  and  beards  were 
not  shaggy  or  bushy.  But  we  were  a  rough,  rather  fierce>- 
looking,  pair. 

"This,"  she  said,  "is  terrible,  terrible  I  Where  are  my 
daughteraP" 

^Tlaying  about  out  in  the  sunshine,"  I  said.  "Flump  and 
well-fed,  and  healthy  and  cheerfoL" 

This,"  she  repeated,  "is  terrible,  terrible  I  Hay  I  not 
■ee  them,  may  I  not  speak  to  them,  will  you  not  bring  them 
to  me?" 

"Indeed  we  will,"  I  said  and  motioned  to  Agath^ner.  While 
he  was  gone  the  woman  and  I  regarded  eat^  other  without 
speaking.  When  Agathemer  returned  with  the  children  I 
said: 

"We  will  leave  you  to  talk  to  your  daughters  alone^  Whoi 
you  wish  Ds  to  return  send  one  of  the  cUldren  for  va." 
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Th«  yrj  of  the  two  at  the  sig^t  of  their  mother,  aeiuibls 
■nd  able  to  recognise  than,  was  pathetic.    Sobbing  and 
lao^ung,  the7  fiong  themselTei  on  the  bed  and  embiaced 
her,  kieeing  her  and  ehe  Jawing  each. 
.  Wfl  went  out  and  set  to  chopping  and  riviiig  wood. 

Before  very  long  Seconda  came  out  and  said  her  nwtber 
wanted  to  spetlc  to  me.  Leaving  Agathamer  plying  his 
maul  I  went  in. 

The  woman  wae  now  well  propped  up  against  a  he^>  of 
jhIIowb.  She  told  the  children  to  ran  off  and  play  till  ahe 
•mt  for  them.  Then  she  motioned  me  to  seat  myself  on 
the  chest    I  did  ao. 

She  regarded  me  fixedly,  as  ehe  had  while  Agathemer  had 
gone  for  the  children.    When  she  spoke  she  a^ed : 

"What  god  do  you  worabip  ?" 

I  was  amazed  at  this  unnnial  and  unexpected  qaeetun 
and  hesitated  a  moment  before  I  answered: 

"Mercury,  chiefly.  Of  conree,  Jupiter  and  Juno;  Diany- 
SUB,  Apollo,  Hineira.     But  most  of  all  Uercory." 

She  sighed. 

"I  had  expected  a  very  different  answer,"  ahe  aaid.  *^ii^ 
whaterer  god  or  gods  yoa  worship,  you  are  a  good  man  and 
jDor  servant  is  a  good  man.  I  am  amazed.  My  children 
were  trathfol  till  I  fell  ilL  I  am  sure  they  could  not  hare 
changed  in  one  winter.  In  any  case  Secunda's  precocity 
and  Fzima's  vacuity  seem  equally  incapable  of  any  dec^tion. 
What  they  tell  me  is  all  but  incredible,  yet  I  believe  it.  Yon 
two  men  have  acted  to  me  and  mine  as  if  you  had  been  my 
blood  kin.  If  you  two  had  been  my  own  brothers  you  could 
have  done  no  more  for  us.  I  shall  always  be  grateful  What 
are  your  names  ?' 

Agathemer  and  I  had  agreed  to  use  the  names  Sabinus 
Felix  and  Bruttius  Asper,  These  names,  conuoon  enough 
in  Sabinum,  we,  in  fact,  had  given  at  the  farms  where 
Agathemer's  flageolet-playing  won  us  entertainment  in  the 
autumn.    I  gave  them  now.    I  added: 

"It  seems  beat  to  me  that  you  should  not  ask  either  i 
WB  cams  or  vrttither  we  are  bound." 
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"I  nndentBiid,''  she  aud. 

"And  now,"  said  I,  "Bince  70Q  hara  our  namea,  tell  iM 
how  ire  should  address  the  motber  of  Prima  and  Secnnda." 

'Vj  name/'  she  said,  "is  Nona.*  My  mother  had  a  largar 
£amihr  than  I  am  ever  likely  to  be  bleat  with." 

Nona  recoTered  with  marrelloas  rapidity.  The  weather 
oontinoed  fair  and  warm,  with  no  strong  winda,  only  steady, 
gantle  breezes.  This  aided  her,  as  it  dried  out  the  hut  She 
slept  well  at  nig^t,  she  said,  and  heavily  in  the  afternoons. 
When  awake  she  ate  heartily  and  was  almost  alert  Sh« 
qoeetioned  me  again  and  again  aa  to  the  condition  in  which 
we  had  found  the  place.  I  told  her  the  exact  truth,  except 
as  to  flniling  the  hoaida  of  coins  and  jewels,  to  the  smalleat 
detail.  I  also  told  her  of  our  atewaidahip  and  of  our  hav- 
ing killed  and  eaten  a  brace  of  ewes  and  eight  goats.  Sh> 
approved. 

I  asked  her  about  the  children's  tale  ni  the  slaTes  mnnin; 
4way. 

She  sighed. 

"I  should  hare  trusted  any  ms  of  the  seven,"  she  said. 
"I  believed  tiut  any  one  of  them  would  have  been  faithful 
I  suppose  almost  all  slaves  are  alike,  after  alL  Hermea  died 
about  midsummer.  He  was  the  oldest  of  them  and  the  best. 
I  suppose  that,  in  past  wintera,  he  had  kept  the  others  to 
their  duty.  But  thai,  I  was  never  ill  before.  Without 
Hermes  to  lead  them,  without  me  to  order  them,  I  supposs 
what  they  did  was  natural." 

I  told  her  of  the  great  cold  and  abundant  snow  of  the 
"Wiuier,     She  questioned  me  and  said : 

"Evidently  you  have  had  more  cold  and  snow  in  ona 
winter  than  I  have  had  in  ten." 

On  the  third  day  after  her  revival  she  was  able  to  get 
out  of  bed  and,  leaning  heavily  on  me,  to  reach  the  door  of 
the  hut.  There  she  sat  basking  in  the  aun,  Secunda  on  on» 
side  of  her.  Prima  on  the  other,  Hylactor  at  her  feet 

HylactOT  had  proved  himself  a  perfect  watchdog  thai 

*KlBt]u 
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winter.  We  had  Dever  allowed  him  to  deep  in  tiie  hut,  as 
he  would  hsTfl  done  if  permitted,  and  as  he  tried  to  do  at 
fint  Agatbemer  had  fashioned  him  a  tiny  shelter  and  into 
it  he  crawled  nightly.  Out  of  it,  also,  he  dadied,  if  any 
aonnd  or  scent  roused  him.  Tncka  of  wolree  were  frequent 
ta  the  SHOW  oat  in  the  forest,  and  not  a  few  approached  onr 
clearing.  Bat  we  lost  not  one  sheep  or  goat  to  an;  wolf. 
Hyl&ctoT  frighteced  off  most  and  IdUed  three,  a  mediom- 
sized  female  and  two  foU-grovn  yonng  males,  at  the  acme 
of  their  fighting  powers.  We  rated  Hylactor  a  paragon 
among  dogs. 

The  warm  weather  held  on,  though  unseasonable  so  early 
in  the  year.  Nona  recorered  so  rapidly  that  she  was  ahle 
to  visit  each  of  the  ontbnildings.  Just  when  she  was  well 
onough  to  walk  alone  and  fijmly  came  a  sharp  spell  of  cold, 
as  unseasonable  as  had  been  the  heat.  It  began  about  noon, 
<Hie  clear  day,  with  a  hi{^  wind.  By  sunset  eTerythiog  waa 
frozen. 

Nona  said: 
.  "You  two  have  had  more  than  your  ahare  of  sleeping  on 
the  earth  floor  by  the  fire.    Uy  bed  will  hold  me  and  my  girls, 
for  a  few  nights.    You  two  take  their  bed.    It  will  be  cold 
on  the  floor  tonight" 

That  night,  therefore,  Agathemer  and  I  enjoyed  a  sound 
nighf 8  sleep  in  a  deep,  soft  bed.  It  was  our  first  night  in 
«  Gallic  bed,  and  we  liked  it.  Since  oar  crawl  through  the 
drain  we  had  slept  abed  but  four  times,  at  farms  in  the 
Umbrian  mountains.  This  was  best  of  all  And  we  had  a 
succession  of  nights  of  it,  for  the  cold  hdd  on  and,  eves 
when  it  abated,  Nona  insisted  on  oui  continuing  to  sleep  so. 

During  the  cold  she  mixed  a  batch  of  bread,  and  Agathe- 
mer baked  it.  She  had  praised  his  oookery,  especially  hia 
aavoiy  messes  of  steamed  barley,  flarored  witii  cheeee,  raisins 
and  what  not  But  when  the  cold  snap  came  after  the 
thaws  she  suggested  that  we  grind  some  wheat  and  she  make 
bread.  We  acceded  with  alacrity.  The  bread  tasted  unbe- 
lievably good. 

As  soon  as  the  weather  was  again  warm  it  was  plain  that 
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qning  ms  coaang  in  earneet.  NoDft  itood  out  of  doon 
■Iter  BTmset,  trent  oat  again  after  dark,  staring  up  at  tlw 
A,. 

Next  morning,  while  the  cbildren  were  at  play,  she  eail 
tome; 

Teliz,  yon  and  Aaper  mnst  leave  tiiis  place  at  once  and 
be  on  your  way.  ISj  hnsband  will  retorn  soon.  He  may 
Tetnm  any  day  now.  He  is  a  terrible  man.  He  will  come 
'With  too  many  men  for  yoa  to  resist  and  he  will  not  aek  any 
qnestions  nntU  after  he  has  killed  you  both.  I  know  him. 
If  I  could  be  sure  of  telling  him  before  ha  saw  you  what 
manner  of  men  yon  are  and  how  deeply  I  am  in  your  debt 
be  wonld  repay  yoa  lavishly,  for  he  is  liberal  and  generous. 
Bat,  being  what  he  ia>  if  he  finds  yon  here,  yoa  will  be  dead 
before  I  can  explain.  Ton  most  go.  Prepare  to  set  off  at 
dawn  tomorrow." 

I  told  Agathemer  and  he  agreed  with  me  that  we  had 
beet  do  te  Nona  said.  She  was,  as  she  averred,  well  enoa^ 
to  care  for  herself  and  the  children.  Bat  we  lingered  next 
day.  By  dask  she  was  frantic,  begging,  imploring  ns  to 
d^iart  at  dawn.  I  feared  a  recnrrenoe  of  her  illness  and 
gave  her  my  promise. 

We  set  off,  actaally,  not  at  dawn,  bat  aboat  an  hoar  after 
sunrise,  the  broad  brims  of  our  traveUing  bats  flapping  in 
the  wind,  our  cloaks  close  about  us,  our  wallets  slung  over 
onr  shoolders,  onr  staffs  in  oar  hands.  At  the  hut  door 
Nona,  Prima  and  Secanda  bade  ns  farewell,  Nona  thanking 
and  blessing  us.  Hylactor  was  for  following  as :  we  had  to 
order  him  back,  for  he  paid  more  attention  to  us  than  to 
Nona. 

With  a  last  backward  glance  at  the  edge  of  the  clearing 
we  plnnged  into  the  forest  by  the  track  leading  northward. 

We  had  not  gone  •  hundred  paces  when  I  thought  I  heard 
a  scream  and  stopped.  Agatbemer  declared  he  had  heard 
nothing.  Bat,  listening,  we  did  hear  twigs  snapping  and 
Hylactor  bounded  into  sight  He  did  not  fawn  on  ns,  bat 
•ebed  n^  cloak  in  his  teeth  and  tugged,  growling  onS 

•BUlillg. 
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That  dog,"  said  Agathamer,  *Hb  asking  for  help.  H« 
ImowB  what  ia  too  miu£  for  him  to  fight" 

We  threw  off  our  ahoea,  wallets  and  cloaks,  tacked  up  our 
tonics  and,  staffs  in  one  hand  and  sheathless  knirea  in  the 
other,  bar^oot,  raced  back  along  the  track  after  the  guiding 
dog. 

From  that  entrance  of  tiie  clearing  the  onthnildinga  hid 
tite  fast  from  us.  When  our  nuh  brought  na  in  sight  of 
the  hut  door  ve  were  not  six  paces  from  it  and  jnst  in  time 
to  see  EjlactoT  spring  on  and  bear  to  the  earth  a  man  who 
atood  before  it  Leaving  him  to  HyUctor  we  dashed  inside, 
orged  by  indabitable  slvieks. 

In  the  dim  interior  we  made  oat  each  child  abng^ing 
with  a  man  end  Nona  with  two.  Before  they  conld  torn 
our  knives  had  slan^tered  the  children's  assailants.  One 
of  the  surrivors  Agatbemer  cracked  over  the  head  vii^  his 
staff.  I  stabbed  the  other.  Whereupon  Agatbemer  cnt  the 
throat  of  the  man  he  liad  downed,  and  dashing  outside,  fin* 
isfaed  the  man  Hjiactor  was  worrying.  Quicker  than  it 
takes  to  tell  it  the  five  were  dead. 

Nona  had  fainted,  as  we  rescued  her.  Bat  Agathemer 
revived  her  with  a  dash  of  cold  water  in  her  face  and  some 
strong  wioe  poured  between  her  lips.  We  laid  her  on  her 
bed  and  told  the  children  to  watch  her.  Then  we  dragged 
out  tlie  corpses,  laid  them  in  a  row  and  considered  them. 
All  five  were  pattern  ntfBans ;  black-haired,  bnrly,  brutal  and 
fierce.  We  had  had  amazing  luck  to  dispose  of  them  so 
easily.  Five  lucky  flukes,  Agathemer  called  it,  and  we  with- 
out  a  scratch. 

One  by  one  we  picked  tiiem  up  and  carried  them  o^ 
down  the  slope,  to  a  soft  bit  of  soil  among  some  beeches. 
There  we  laid  them  in  a  row.  On  them  we  found  a  few 
silver  coins,  five  daggers,  five  knives,  five  amulet-bags,  noth- 
ing else.  ThOT  tunics  and  cloaka  were  old  and  of  poor 
materiaL 

Back  to  the  hut  we  went  and  found  Kona  revived  and  at 
fb»  door. 

"BegoneP*  she  said.    *neel    Hastrat    That  nan  was 
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Wf  Inubaiif ■  bittenft  anen^.  He  wu  intent  on  nvengs. 
But  ha  conld  never  have  found  this  jdaee  save  by  tncking 
my  hndnad  and  ctrnjectming  his  deetiiiatioD.  Uy  hiubind 
ntufe  have  auiq>ed  last  nigfat  leu  than  a  day's  joninej  from 
here.  He  viU  be  hen  today,  he  may  be  here  any  momott 
SaTe  yonrselTes.    Begone  I" 

Agathemer  and  I  looked  at  each  other. 

*^e  shall  not  set  off,"  I  said,  "nntil  ire  have  buried  the 
five  corpees.  I'm  not  going  to  be  haonted  on  my  way  and 
perhaps  for  life  by  any  sodi  spooks  as  the  gloats  of  those 
five  mffiaoB.  We  shall  make  rare  that  titey  are  safely 
bnried." 

Agathemw  agreed  with  me  and  we  est  about  the  task. 
Dnxing  the  winter  we  had  found  mattocks,  pickaxes,  hoes, 
spades  and  shoTels  hid  in  the  most  tmlikely  places,  each  }fj 
itself,  and  bad  hafted  them;  with  these  we  dog  a  big  pit 
and  in  it  laid  tiie  fire  corpses,  and  boried  them  too  deep 
for  any  wolf,  badger  or  other  creature  to  be  at  all  likely  to 
smell  them  and  dig  them  out  or  dig  down  to  them. 

When  the  men  were  bnried  it  was  past  noon.  We  went 
back  to  the  hut,  drank  s  second  draoght  of  the  strongest  and 
sweetest  wine  and  drank  it  unmixed,  as  we  had  drunk  our 
first  before  we  set  about  carrying  the  corpses  into  the  forest. 
Nona  renewed  her  adjurations  to  begone. 

But  neither  I  nor  Agathemer  would  listen  to  her.  I  said 
I  was  far  too  tired  to  travel  until  after  a  night's  sleep  and 
Uut  after  having  saved  her  and  her  daughters,  it  was  no 
more  than  fair  that  she  should  stand  watch  over  ns  while 
we  slept  ell  the  afternoon:  she  conld  easily  watch  at  the 
hut  door  and  explain  matters  to  her  terrible  hosband  if  he 
came  and  were  as  terrible  as  she  averred. 

We  retrieved  our  wallets,  cloaks  and  shoes,  threw  them 
down  in  a  comer  of  the  hu^  ate  some  bread  with  plenty  of 
milk  to  wash  it  down,  and  went  to  sleep  in  the  children's 
bed,  as  we  had  slept  the  night  before.  We  woke  before  sun- 
Kt,  did  what  was  needful  about  the  place,  ate  a  heariy  dinner 
of  bread,  bacon,  olives,  raisins  and  wine  and  at  onoe  went 
to  bed  f6r  the  nij^t    After  dark  Nona  ceased  adjuring  u 
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to  begone;  she  said  that,  if  li^  hasbftiid  came,  ihe  vonld 
hear  him  at  tiie  hvt  door  and  make  him  aware  of  the  facts 
in  time  to  prevent  any  tronble.    We  slept  till  sunrise. 

Then  Nona  declared  that  she  and  the  children  could  milk 
the  aoimali.  We  agreed  with  her,  for  they  had  little  ndlk 
by  then.    We  ate  a  hearty  hreakhst  and  set  o2. 
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THAT  day  ire  met  no  one  and  made  a  Ion;  marcb  north* 
westwards  along  the  flank  of  the  mountain,  camping 
at  dusk  by  a  spring.  There  we  rehearsed  our  rescue  of 
Nona  and  marvelled  at  the  ease  with  which  we  had  disposed 
of  five  burly  rufBans.  Agathemer  agreed  with  me  that  it 
had  been  mostly  the  effect  of  complete  surprise.  But  ho 
took  a  good  deal  of  the  credit  to  himself.  He  reminded  me 
how  he  had  practiced  me,  ever  since  we  began  our  flight,  at 
the  art  of  fighting  with  knives,  at  knife  attack  in  g^teraL 
In  particular  he  had  drilled  me,  as  well  as  he  could  without 
a  corpse  or  dummy  to  practice  on,  at  the  favorite  stroke  of 
professional  murderers,  the  stab  under  the  left  shoulder- 
blade,  the  point  of  the  knife  or  dagger  directed  a  little 
upward  so  as  to  reach  the  heart  By  this  stroke  I  had  killed 
both  my  victims,  and  he  one  of  his.  I  acknowledged  his 
claims,  but  was  inclined  to  thank  the  gods  for  special  aid 
and  favor.  We  discussed, that  amaziBgly  lucky  fi^t  until 
too  sleepy  to  talk  any  more. 

Kext  day  we  met  some  charcoal  humera,  who  were  both 
fri«idly  and  unsn^icious  and  who  gave  as  intelligible  direc> 
tions  for  making  our  way  towards  Saisina.  The  second 
night  we  again  camped  in  the  woods;  the  third  we  spent  at 
a  &rmhonse,  thanks  to  Agathemer's  flageolet 

The  farmer,  whose  name  was  Cesus,  told  a  grewsome  tale 
of  the  horrors  of  the  plague  and  of  the  death  of  almost  all 
bis  slaves.    He  was  gloomy  about  hie  future,  as  he,  his  two 
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ami,  and  tiieir  rarviving  slave  vere  too  few  to  work  his 
tern.  He  seemed  to  regard  os  as  fugitiTOa  fnnn  justice  and 
as  men  whom  it  was  his  duty  to  help  and  protect.  As  the 
season  was  too  early  for  comfortable  ^aTellin^  along  byways 
or  for  safety  from  snapicion  along  bighwajs,  and  as  he  wel- 
comed tis,  we  spent  a  month  with  him,  veil  fed,  well  lodged 
and  rather  enjoying  the  hard  farm  work  and  the  outdoor 
life,  though  we  spent  also  much  time  onder-cover,  workii^ 
at  what  could  be  done  under  shelter  during  heavy  rains. 

After  he  had  come  to  feel  at  ease  with  us,  our  host,  one 
day  when  we  three  were  alone,  asked : 

"Are  you  some  of  the  King  of  the  Highwaymen's  men  ?" 

On  our  £sclaiming  any  connection  with  the  EjQg  of  the 
Highwaymen,  or  any  knowledge  <^  such  a  character,  he 
ffi^ed  and  said: 

"Oh,  well!  Of  course,  if  70a  were,  you  would  deny  it, 
anyhow.  You  may  be  or  you  may  not  be.  Anyhow,  if  you 
are,  tell  him  I  treated  you  well  and  shall  always  do  my  best 
iar  any  man  I  take  for  one  of  his  men. 

*nrou  don't  look  like  his  kind  nor  act  like  any  I  ever  was 
mrs  of,  but  he  has  all  sorts.  I  thought  it  best  to  make  sore. 
It  is  best  to  stand  well  with  him.  He  passes  aaanewhsn  near 
here  every  spring  or  early  sommer  on  his  way  north  and 
•gun  in  the  autumn  on  his  way  south." 

We  left  this  bourne  only  on  the  solBtice,  tiie  tenth  day 
before  the  Kalends  of  July,  and  trudged  comfortably  to  Sar- 
sina,  where  we  put  up  at  the  imi,  frequmted  by  foot-farers 
like  us.  So  also  at  Cnaena  and  Faventia.  There  we  agreed 
that  we  had  had  enough  of  the  highway,  as  we  might  en- 
counter some  Imperial  spies  of  tne  regular  secret  service 
department,  and  not  a  few  of  these  spies  might  know  me  by 
si^t  in  Buy  di^niae.  So  we  struck  off  due  north  through 
the  almost  level  open  country,  intending  to  keep  on  north- 
ward until  we  came  to  the  Spina  and  to  follow  that  to  the 
Po.  As  Agsthemer  said,  if  we  could  not  find  ferrymen  by 
day  we  could  steal  a  skiff  by  night 

Kot  far  north  of  Faventia,  after  an  easy-going  day's  march 
under  a  mild  spring  eky,  wo  came,  just  before  snnaet,  to  a 
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Then  we  did  mn,  for  we  knew  it  was  otu-  lut  chance  uid* 
indeed,  but  little  farther,  a  young  woU  raced  down  a  ferny 
glade,  vanialiing  into  some  alders  on  the  further  side  of  the 
^de.  I  neariy  trod  on  a  fleeing  hare.  The  beaters  could 
not  be  far  off. 

Yet,  for  a  bit,  we  seemed  to  be  gaining  on  them,  although 
we  were  quartering  their  froot  on  a  long  slant  The  third 
time  we  stopped  to  pant  tad  listen  we  thon^t  that  our  next 
dash  would  carry  ns  where  w«  mi^t  crouch  in  the  first 
thicket  and  let  their  line  sweep  past  ns. 

But,  some  fifty  yards  or  so  beyond,  vheo  we  came  to  the 
dancing  red  f  eatiiers  on  the  oord  and  thought  we  would  be 
safe  in  a  few  breaths,  there  rose  at  us,  from  bcdiind  the 
feathered  cord,  three  stotJcy  men,  armed  with  broad-bladed 
hunting-speara,  who  yelled  at  us: 

"Haiti     Standi     Surrender!" 

We  recoiled  from  them,  amazed,  threw  away  onr  wallets, 
threw  off  our  cloaks,  and  bolted,  incredulous^  and  as  W6 
ran,  we  heard  them  yelling : 

"Herel  Here  I  Here  t^  are!  WeeeetiiemI  This  way, 
all  of  you  I     We've  got  them  I     Here  they  are  1" 

No  bogs,  no  sloughs  turned  us  or  delayed  us.  The  going 
was  good,  OTer  firm  footing,  through  light  underwoods,  among 
wide-eet,  big  trees.  For  our  lives  we  ran.  There  seemed 
a  very  slender  chance  of  our  crossing  the  whole  length  of 
the  lind  of  beaters  and  escaping  on  the  other  side,  but  that 
slender  chance  seemed  our  only  chance.  We  ran  fit  to  bunt 
our  hearts. 

And  the  hunt  was  plainly  converging  on  us.  The  Qoisea 
of  the  beaters  drew  nearer.  We  seemed  in  a  swarm  of  See- 
ing hares :  more  deer  and  more  deer  passed  ub,  this  time,  I 
thought,  does  with  young  fawns.  We  caught  a  glimpse  of 
another  wolf,  of  two  fozee.  And,  in  a  moist  hollow,  we 
barely  avoided  a  nasty  rash  of  dght  panic-stricken,  grunting 
wild  swine. 

We  did  mn  across  the  entire  line  of  beaters,  but  little 
good  it  did  us.  Again  we  saw  before  us  the  feathered  cord, 
the  scarlet  plumes  dancing  in  the  sun.    At  it  we  ran,  sura 
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of  Bafetf  if  ve  pMSsed  it  Qnaeea  and  powtnted  eren  tea 
yards  b^ond  it  into  the  nnderbmsh.  But  we  were  again 
disappointed. 

This  time  only  two  hTintsmen  rose  at  as,  but  they,  too, 
flourished  bunting  spears  with  gleaming  points,  as  big  as 
spades.    The;  too  yelled  at  us  and  yelled  to  their  fellows: 

"Haiti  Yon  are  can^tl  Hands  npl  Give  yoorselTea 
upl" 

And: 

'There  they  gol  Both  of  them!  Come  onl  Here  Utey 
are!" 

Off  we  went  again,  slanting  back  across  the  approaching 
line  of  dogs  and  beaters,  sow  closer  together  as  they  drew 
on  towards  tbe  nets,  and  already  appallingly  close  to  tib. 
Again  we  crossed  the  whole  line,  now  much  shorter.  But  tbia 
time  we  ran,  not  against  part  of  the  long  stretch  of  feathered 
cord,  but  against  the  onter  yard-hi^  net.  Of  course  this 
was  well  guarded  and  again  we  were  yelled  at  and  turned 
back. 

Doubling  back,  now  steaming,  panting,  gasping,  with  kneea 
trembling  under  ua,  we  reached  the  net  on  the  other  side. 

Turned  again,  we  found  the  beaters  so  near  us  and  so 
dose  together,  that  we  ran  away  from  them  rather  than 
across  thdr  line.  We  ran,  in  fact,  in  a  sort  of  mob  of  bares, 
foxes,  boars,  deer  and  even  wolTes,  for  some  of  each  were  in 
sight  ereiy  moment 

So  running  we  came  where  we  conld  see  the  line  of  nets, 
now  of  six-foot,  heavy-meshed  nets|  on  either  side  of  us.  We 
made  a  last,  desperate  dash  at  one  of  the  nets,  I  hoping  to 
leap  it  or  vault  it  or  clamber  over  it  and  escape,  after  alL 
But  ai  keepers,  all  with  broad-bladed  hunting  spears,  rose  at 
UB  beyond  it,  rose  with  triamphant  yells ; 

"We've  got  yon  now  I    We've  got  you  now !" 

From  them  we  shied  off  and  ran,  half  Btaggering  with  ex- 
haustion and  despair,  between  the  converging  lines  of  nets, 
ran  in  a  veritable  press  of  terrified  game  of  all  sorts,  ran 
madly,  since  we  beard  now,  not  the  haridng  and  whine  of  dogs 
■kraming  at  thmr  leashes,  but  the  exultant  yelping,  harking 
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ud  bsTuig  of  great  pttda  of  dogt  tmleuhed  behind  thmr 
gEme. 

Of  course,  althoogh  no  single  dog,  however  inforiated, 
would  over  attack  me  in  daylight,  when  it  coold  see  mj  tice, 
yet  I  could  do  nothing  whatever  to  protect  mTaelf,  and  fax 
lees  Agathemer,  against  the  nuased  onset  of  mwe  than  & 
hondred  maddened  bunting  dogs,  each  bigger  than  a  full- 
grown  wolf. 

So  running,  staggering,  stumbling,  at  the  end  of  oar 
strengttt,  we  found  ourselTcs  running  into  the  battue-pocket 
at  the  meeting  of  the  two  long  converging  lines  of  nets. 
AsTthing  would  be  better  than  that  We  tried  to  double 
baii  and  were  met  by  a  doosen  big  dogs,  some  Gallic  dogs  of 
the  breed  of  Toloea,  spotted  black  and  white,  others  mouae- 
oolored  MoloBsiana.  To  escape  them  wa  dodged  apart,  each 
ran  for  a  tree,  each  jumped,  each  can^t  the  lowest  limb  of 
a  thick-foliaged  maple,  the  two  not  much  over  five  yards 
apart  So  thick  were  their  leavea  that  I  could  hardly  make 
oat  Agathemer  in  his  tree.  The  two  maples  were  close  to 
the  bf^inniog  of  the  pocket  net  From  my  perch  I  could  see 
plainly  how  cunningly  the  pocket  bad  been  set. 

It  was  of  Strang,  doae-meshed  nets  fiiUy  throe  yards  high 
stretched  on  sturdy  forked  stakes  and  wdl  guyed  back  out- 
side to  pegs  like  tent-pegs.  These  po(^etuig  nets  were  set 
along  the  tops  of  the  two  banks  of  a  gully  about  twenty  yards 
wid^  sloping  sharply  downward  from  iis  top  near  our  trees 
and  with  sides  three  or  four  yards  high  and  steep.  Once  in 
due  gully,  between  the  pocketing  nets  along  the  upper  edge  of 
its  sides,  no  boar  could  scramble  out  the  lower  meshes  of 
the  pocketing  nets  were  too  fine  for  any  hare  to  squeeze 
throQgh;  no  doe,  no  stag  even,  could  leap  soch  nets  at  the 
top  of  such  banks. 

I  could  just  spy  a  part  of  the  heaviest  ntt  across  the  gully 
at  the  end  of  the  podet  It  seemed  a  large  meshed  net  of 
npe  thicker  than  my  knee,  with  the  large  meshes  filled  in 
Titfa  smaller  meshes  of  rope  the  size  of  my  wrist 

Hardly  was  I  safe  in  the  crotch  of  my  tree  when  the  last 
of  the  game  swept  by  below  us,  the  dogi  hot  behind  them,  ny 
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Mine  tiw  pren  of  bntms,  and,  from  each  aide,  in  nuhed  the 
hnntors,  &  aoore  of  handBome  nobles  and  gentry,  habited  in 
green  tunics,  irearing  small,  green,  ronnd-crowned,  narroT- 
brimmed  hnnting  hate  and  green  boots  up  to  joat  below  tii&t 
knees.  Each  carried  a  heavy  shafted  banting  spear,  tipped 
vith  a  hng»  triangular  gleaming  head,  pointed  like  a  neadl^ 
edged  like  a  razor,  broad  as  a  spade  at  its  flare. 

Even  in  my  terror  and  exhaustion  I  could  not  but  feel  a 
certain  pleaenre  in  the  beanty  of  the  sc^ie,  a  sort  of  thrill 
at  its  strangHiees.  I  had  perdcipated  in  snch  hnnts  in  Bnit< 
fjnm  and  Sahinnm,  bat  never  as  hanted  game. 

The  eon  iras  not  yet  half  my  ap  the  heavens,  the  dew, 
had  not  yet  dried  from  the  leaves,  owing  to  the  very  late 
spring  the  freshncBB  of  springtime  had  not  yet  passed  into 
the  fnllneee  of  early  sommer.  Throagh  the  tender  green  id 
the  yonng  leafage,  starry  with  drope  of  moistnre,  the  son- 
shine  diot  long  shafts  of  golden  light  Under  the  beantilol 
canopy  of  blae  sky  and  golden  green  foliage  was  the  amazing 
turmoil  of  the  hont. 

More  than  a  hnndred  large  animals,  pigs,  fawns,  wwi^ 
does,  boars  and  stags  bad  fled  before  the  beaters  and  were  now 
janmied  pellmell  in  the  gully,  for  the  end-net  held.  There 
they  frantically  jostled  each  other  end  the  half  dozen  wolvee 
cat^t  among  them  which,  indeed,  snapped,  slatted  and  ton 
at  eveiything  within  reach,  bat,  cowed  themselves,  had  no 
effect  whatevw  on  the  maddaied  victims  which  all  but  trod 
them  nnder  and  actnally  trampled  cm  foxes  and  on  the  swarm 
of  squeaking,  helpless  hares. 

Upon  this  mass  of  terrified  flesh  the  two  handred  iogi 
fiang  themselves,  through  the  nets  the  huntsmen  stabbed 
at  the  nearest  victims,  behind  the  dogs  the  shouting  hnnten 
advanced  to  spear  their  game,  the  battue  was  on  and  I  watched 
it  till  the  last  animal  was  flat.  The  few  which,  frenzied, 
doubled  back  through  the  dogs  and  hunters  were  met  and 
killed  by  the  beaters.    Not  one  escaped. 

As  the  battue  ended  up  came  tiie  rush  of  beaters  and  our 
trees  were  soon  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  eager,  exultant, 
infuriated  beaters  and  huntainen. 
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tip  the  trees  young  be«ten  swarmed  snd  ire  mre  plucked 
down,  thumped,  wlucked,  punched,  kicked  and  manacled, 
our  tim!ca  torn  off,  ourselTes  midiaiidled  till  ve  Breamed 
blood,  all  amid  abose^  threat^  epithets,  execratlona  and 
cnreeB. 

Wie  Btood,  half  fainting,  utterly  dazed,  supported  by  tlie 
tiro  or  three  captors  vho  held  each  of  tis,  bat  for  whoso 
dutches  we  shoTild  have  coUapsed  on  the  earth. 

We  expected  to  be  tors  limb  from  limb,  yet  could  not  con- 
jecture why  we  were  the  objects  of  such  infuriated  animosi^. 
A  beater  clutching  either  elbow,  a  hand  clutching  my  neck 
from  behind,  my  knees  knocking  together,  naked,  bruised, 
bloody,  gasping,  fainting,  I,  like  Agathemra',  was  haled  a 
few  paces  to  one  comer  of  the  pocket  net.  There  m  wwe 
held  till  the  gmtlemen  came  up  ont  of  the  gully. 

Up  they  came,  a  score  of  handsome  young  fellows,  moaUy 
each  with  his  hat  in  his  hand  and  mopping  his  forehead. 

"Why !"  the  foremost  of  them  cried.  "These  are  not  the 
men  I  These  are  not  the  men  at  all  1  They  are  not  in  the 
least  like  them  I" 

"Sot  in  the  least  like  Lnpercns  and  Bnfinus,  c^iainly,**  in- 
other  added. 

"What  a  padc  of  assea  you  are  I"  cried  a  tiiird,  "to  mis* 
handle  two  strangers.  Couldn't  you  look  at  tiiem  before  yon 
mauled  them?^ 

"We  all  took  them  for  Bufinns  and  Lupercns,"  the  head 
huntsman  rejoined.  "Certainly  they  are  desperate  characters 
and  runaways.    Look  at  their  backs." 

They  tuned  ns  ronndj  to  display  the  marks  of  scoorging 
still  plain  on  us  both. 

"They're  both  been  branded,"  said  a  gentleman's  TiHce. 

'Tooh  I"  cried  another,  "that  proves  nothing.  Th^  may 
hare  been  sconiged  and  tnunded  1^  former  masters,  and  man- 
umitted sinca  I'll  hare  no  stranger  ill-treated  on  my  land 
until  be  has  had  a  chance  to  explain  himself." 

While  he  was  speaking  my  guards  turned  me  round  again 
and  took  their  hands  off  me; 

Our  champion  was  a  tall,  powerful,  plump  and  florid  young 
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nan,  with  vety  early  golden  hair,  rery  light  blue  ey«s,  and 
the  merest  trace  of  downy,  curly  y^ow  beftrd.  Be  tu  very 
handsome,  with  email  delicate  nose  and  month,  a  roond  chin 
and  the  moet  beantifnl  ears  I  ever  bbw  on  any  man.  He 
wore  senaton'  boots  and  a  tonic  of  pure  Bilk,  dyed  a  Tety 
brilliant  green  and  embroidered  all  over  with  a  flowning 
vine  in  a  darker,  glossier  green. 

"What  are  your  names  V  asked  the  elder  man  who  had  no* 
ticed  onr  brand-marics.  He  was  swarthy  and  probably  onr 
thirty. 

I  gave  him  the  name  of  Felix  and  Agathemer  that  of  Asper, 
•a  we  had  agreed,  neither  of  ns  thinking  it  advisable  to 
claim  to  be  free  Bonuuu  by  prefixing,  "Sabinos^  and  "Brat- 
tins.'* 

"Shat  up,  Maixras,"  our  champion  ordered,  "can't  yon  see 
that  these  poor  fellows  are  in  no  condition  to  answer  any 
questions?  Well  interrogate  ihem  aftw  they  have  bathec^ 
eatoi  and  dept." 

"Here,  Trogns,"  he  called  to  one  of  the  chief-hnntsman'a 
•asigtanta,  "take  charge  of  these  two  fellows.  Treat  them 
well;  if  they  report  any  ineiviUty  or  omission  on  your  part 
111  make  yon  regret  it  When  tiiey  are  bathed  and  fed,  let 
them  sleep  all  they  want  to. 

"And,  here,  Umbro"  (this  to  the  head-hnntsman),  "see 
that  their  ^ecta  are  fonnd  and  restored  to  theoL" 

He  turned  to  as. 

"Did  yon  hare  wallets  P"  he  asked. 

We  nodded,  too  shaken  to  speak. 

"Umbro,"  he  said,  "scour  the  wood.  Have  their  shoes, 
their  cloaks  and  especially  their  wallets  found  and  bron^t  to 
me.  And  make  sure  that  nothing  is  taken  from  those  wallets, 
t^t  they  are  handed  to  their  owners  as  they  were  fonnd.  If 
they  £nd  anything  missing.  111  make  yon  and  yonr  men 
smart  Be  prompt  t  Be  lively.  Get  those  wallets  and  cloaks 
and  fihoee." 

While  he  gave  these  orders,  some  beaters  broo^t  ns  onr 
torn  tonics ;  irtiich,  even  bo,  were  better  than  no  pWhiTig  at 
•IL    We  pnt  them  on. 
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Then  we  vtxt  led  oif  to  the  edge  of  s  tam^  bestowed  In 
a  light  Gallic  gig,  drawn  by  one  tall  roan  mole  only,  and 
in  it,  the  driver  sitting  at  onr  feet,  sideways,  on  one  shaft,  hii 
1^  hanging  down,  we  were  driven  off  tiiron^^  a  besntifiil 
gently  rolling  conntry,  dotbed  with  the  snperabundant  cropa, 
vines  and  orchards  of  the  lover  Po  Valley,  all  bathed  in 
brilliant  ^ring  sunBhine,  to  a  magnificent  villa,  most  opa- 
lently  provided  with  white-walled,  neat  ontbuildings,  all 
roofed  with  red  tiles.  In  one  of  these,  apparently  the  honse 
of  the  fann-oveTseer,  we  were  bathed,  clothed  with  freeh 
tnnicB,  far  better  than  our  own,  lavishly  fed  and  led  to  rest 
in  tiny  whito-waahed  rooms,  very  plain,  but  dean  and  airy> 
where  we  went  to  sleep  on  corded  cots  provided  with  very 
thin  grafis-stnffed  mattresses. 

When  we  woke  each  fonnd  his  wallet  beside  his  cot,  set 
on  his  neatly  folded  cloak;  with  onr  old  worn  shoes,  wdl 
cleaned,  on  Uia  floor  by  the  folded  cloaks. 

lAter  we  were  led  before  our  host  and  diampion,  who 
tamed  out  to  be  I^rrutenos  Spinellos ;  in  no  wise,  it  seemed, 
affected  by  the  down&U  ot  his  great  kinsman.  He  questioned 
ns  and  Agatbraier  told  the  story  we  had  agreed  on :  tliat  we 
had  been  slaves  of  Nnmerios  Yedios  of  Aqnileia,  who  had 
been  kind  to  both  of  as  and  had  made  him  overseer  and  me 
acconntant  of  hie  vegetable  farms  on  the  sandy  islets  offshore 
along  the  coast  of  the  Adriatic  by  Aquileia.  There  we  had 
lived  contentedly  till  we  had  be«i  captured  by  raiding  Libum- 
ian  pirates  from  the  Dalmatian  islandB.  They  had  sold  na 
at  Ancona,  where  we  had  been  horribly  mistreated  by  a  cmel 
and  savage  master,  who  had  branded  and  scourged  ns  for 
imaginary  deUnqnraciea. 

From  him  we  had  nm  away,  intent  on  making  onr  way 
back  to  Aquileia  and  to  our  rightful  owner. 

"Tbis  all  sounds  plausible,"  said  Tarmtenns,  "and  I  believa 
you,  and  it  falls  out  well.  For  my  cousin,  Comdins  Yindez, 
will  leave  tomorrow  or  next  day  for  Aqiuloa  and  you  can 
travd  in  his  company  all  the  way." 

We  were  well  fed  and  lodged  while  at  Villa  Spinella. 
While  there  we  learned  that  Lapercua  and  Buflnus,  ^e  two 
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flseaped  malefacton  for  irhom  we  had  been  mietakes  by  the 
hvntBinen  and  b«at«n,  had  been  nmavay  elaTes,  long  no- 
catcbable  and  lurking  in  swamps  and  forests,  who  bad  lately 
tried  to  rob  at  ni^t  the  store-house  of  a  famutead :  and  who, 
when  the  fanner  mshed  out  to  defend  his  property,  had  mur- 
dered him  and  evea  thereafter,  in  mere  wantonnesa,  had  also 
nordered  two  of  his  slaves,  his  wife  and  a  young  daughter. 
This  horrible  crime  bad  roused  the  whole  coimtryside  to 
liiijit  them  down  and  the  great  battue  in  which  we  had  been 
inTolved  bad  been  organized  at  a  time  of  the  year  most  mi- 
nmal  and  minooB  to  the  increase  of  deer-hards,  precisely  ia 
order  to  snare  the  ontlaws  along  with  the  gamei  They  had 
not  been  caught  and  we  had. 

After  two  nights'  good  sleep,  and  a  day's  rest,  with  exeel- 
lent  and  fondant  meals,  we  set  off  at  dawn  in  Cornelius'  coo- 
Toy,  onr  precious  amulet-bags  untouched;  our  wallets  just 
as  we  had  flung  them  down  in  the  forest,  not  a  coin  missing; 
and  we  were  clothed  in  new  good  tunics,  our  bruises  pretty 
irell  healed  up  or  healing  nicely,  oorsdves  well  content  witti 
oar  escape,  but  meditating  a  second  escape,  this  time  from 
Com^us. 

For  T«  had  no  stomach  for  the  road  to  Aquilda,  if  in 
«Bdi  company  that  we  must  present  ourfelvee  bef we  VedixtB 
■B  claiming  to  be  sUvea  of  his. 

We  escaped  easily  eoouf^,  just  after  crossing  the  Po> 
hj  sneaking  off  in  the  darkness  from  a  Tilla  where  Comelina 
■topped  oTemigfat  with  a  friend.  Without  any  difficult  we 
xecoossed  the  Po,  not  far  below  Hostilia,  and  from  tbae  made 
for  I^nna. 

For  we  agreed  that,  after  our  story  to  Tarrutenos,  with 
Cornelius  Yindez  in  Aquileia,  Aqnileia  would  be  no  fit  bonm« 
for  us.  So  we  decided,  tibst  aU,  to  risk  the  highway  from 
^rma  to  Dertona  and  from  there  zoake  our  way  across  the 
ligorian  Mountains  to  Yada  Sabatia  and  from  there  along 
the  highway  to  Maraeillee,  where  we  shoold  be  able  to  bida 
in  the  alums  among  the  mixture  of  all  races  in  that  lively 
tity,  and  where  Agathemer  was  sore  he  could  torn  gau 
into  cash  withont  danger  or  suspidnu 
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AU  went  irell  vitb  ns  till  ve  reached  Placentia.  Then 
ve  pat  Dp  Kt  KQ  inn.  Ab  ire  were  leaving  the  town  next 
monuDg,  when  we  were  about  half  waj  from  the  inn  to  iii« 
Clastidian  Oste,  Agathemer  gripped  my  arm  and  motioned 
me  up  a  side  street.  We  walked  with  every  indication  of 
leieurely  indifference  ontil  we  had  taken  several  turns  and 
were  alone  in  a  narrow  street.  Then  he  told  me  that  we  had 
barely  missed  coming  face  to  face  with  Gratillns  himself. 

TUs  barely  missed  encounter  with  one  of  the  moet  dreaded 
of  the  Emperor's  spies,  a  man  who  knew  me  perfectly  and  who 
had  always  disliked  me,  so  terrified  botii  of  ss  that  we  left 
Flacentia  by  the  Nuran  Gate  and  made  our  way  southwest* 
ward  into  the  Apenninee. 

Once  in  the  mountains  we  avoided  every  good  road  we  saw 
and  kept  to  bad  byways,  until  we  were  completely  lost. 
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THE  late  spring  or  early  summer  weather  was  hot  and 
clear.  We  had  been  pressing  on  feverishly  and  were 
heated,  tired  and  slee^^,  when^  while  following  a  faint  track 
(JiTongh  dfflise  woods,  we  took  a  wrong  turn  and  soon  found 
tliat  we  had  utterly  lost  our  way.  The  sunli^t  was  intensely 
brilliant  and  the  windless  air  sweltering.  Stumbling  ovot 
rocks  and  throu^  bushes  was  ezHausting.  We  came  upon  a 
little  spring  and  quenched  our  thirst  Standing  by  it  and 
staring  about  we  noticed  what  looked  like  an  opening  in  an 
inconepicuoua  vine-clad  cliff.  It  was,  in  fact,  the  entrance  to 
a  spacious  and,  apparently,  extensive  cave. 

The  outer  opening  was  about  the  size  of  an  ordinary  door. 
Though  it  was  well  masked  by  beeches  above  and  cornel 
bushes  below,  such  was  the  position  of  the  sun  and  so  in- 
tcDse  was  the  flood  of  li^t  it  poured  down  from  the  cloudlesa 
sky,  Uiat  the  inside  of  the  cave,  for  some  little  diatano^  mi 
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fuuUy  diacernible  in  ths  f^immer  which  penetrated  there. 
After  OUT  ejea  had  become  accustomed  to  the  darkness  ire 
could  make  out  fairly  well  the  shape  and  proportions  of  the 
fiist  considerable  grotto. 

From  the  outer  opening  a  passage  about  a  yard  wide  and 
two  yards  high  extended  straight  into  the  cliff  for  about  four 
yards.  There  it  bent  sharply  to  the  right  in  an  elbow.  This 
ofFset  extended  three  or  four  yards  and  tiien  bent  to  the  left 
in  a  '>^'Tiil*i'  elbow,  opening  into  a  cavern  more  than  fifteen 
yards  wide,  twice  aa  long  or  longer,  and  with  a  roof  of  dim 
iviiite  pendants  like  alabaster,  no  part  of  which  was  less  than 
five  yards  from  the  conveniently  level,  rather  damp  floor, 
while  some  parts  of  it  were  lof^. 

The  two  dhows  in  the  entrance  pawage  made  it  impossible 
to  eee  into  this  cavern  &om  anywhere  out  in  the  woods,  and 
impossible  to  see  out  from  anywhere  inside  it.  Yet,  as  I 
■aid,  so  brilliant  was  the  sonlight  and  so  favorable  the  position 
of  the  son  at  the  moment  of  our  entrance  that,  after  the  outer 
dazsle  bad  faded  from  inside  our  eyes,  we  could  make  out  ihe 
form  and  size  of  this  rocky  hall. 

To  the  right  of  the  opening  where  the  outer  passage  ex- 
panded, around  a  jutting  shoulder  of  rock,  we  found  a  recess 
about  three  yards  across  and  nearly  as  deep,  in  which  we  felt 
and  smelt  wood-ashes  and  charred,  half-burnt  wood.  We 
groped  among  the  damp  charcoal,  convincing  ourselves  that 
many  good-sized  fires  had  been  made  there,  but  mme  recently. 
We  stood  back  and  r^arded  this  recess,  which  was  so  placed 
that  no  gleam  from  any  fire,  however  large,  kindled  in  it, 
oould  ever  show  outside  the  cave.  Investigating  the  recess 
yet  again  Agathemer  looked  up  and  pointed.  Above  me,  I 
saw  sky.  The  recess  was  a  natural  fire-place  with  a  natural 
chimney  from  it,  opening  at  a  considerable  height  above. 

To  the  right  of  the  fire-place  recess,  round  another  smaller 
shoulder  of  rock,  was  a  perfectly  vertical  wall  of  smooth 
stone  terminating  just  above  onr  reach  at  an  opening  three 
yards  wide  or  more.  The  top  of  the  wall  of  rock  at  the  bottom 
af  ihe  opening  was  almost  as  straight  as  a  door-siU. 

At  first  we  could  descry  in  the  walls  of  the  c&vem  no  other 
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openings  than  the  entrance  the  chimney  and  this  opening 
ftboTe  our  reach,  unless  one  boosted  the  other  up.  Vma 
under  it  ve  vent  all  round  the  cave  past  the  fire-place  and  the 
flotrance.  The  floor  wob  all  damp  or  moist,  no  place  fit  for 
Qs  to  lie  down  to  sleep  and  we  felt  alon^  the  wall  opposite  i 
the  fire-place,  where  the  light  woe  too  dim  to  see  at  all.  After 
feeling  for  some  yards  we  emerged  or  came  round  into  s 
less  dusky  space,  where  we  could  see  to  some  exteot  and  so  on 
along  the  bock  wall  of  the  care  opposite  the  entrance^  later 
groping  along  the  wall,  trhea  the  U^t  failed. 

Some  forty  to  forty-five  yards  from  the  entrance,  at  the 
far  Old  of  this  extensiTe  grotto,  we  came  upon  a  passage,  two 
or  three  yards  wide  and  about  as  hi^,  leading  further  bock 
Into  the  bowels  of  the  mountain.  We  groped  into  it  a  few 
atepa,  but  it  doped  sharply  downward  and  was  wet,  so  we . 
retreated  out  of  it,  it  being  also  pitch  dark.  ' 

Betuming  along  the  other  side  of  the  carem  towards  the 
flre-place  we  come  upon  a  narrow  opening,  leas  than  a  yard 
wide  and  not  much  orer  a  yard  high.  It  led  into  a  passage 
which  sloped  upwards  and  wis  free  from  moisture.  Aga^ 
themer  was  for  exploring  it  Z  ranonstrated.  He  insisted. 
After  some  exipostolation  I  bode  him  stand  at  the  opoiing, 
which  was  out  of  sight  of  the  gleam  of  daylight  at  the  em* 
trance,  being  behind  a  big  shoulder  of  rock  farther  in  than 
the  fiic-place.  While  he  stood  as  I  told  him  I  went  out  to- 
wards the  middle  of  the  cavern  floor  till  I  could  see  the  fii^ 
place,  though  very  dimly,  and  the  entrance,  quite  clearly,  by 
the  mellow  glow  at  it  from  the  outer  sunshine  reflected  along 
the  walls  of  the  twice  bent  entrance-passage. 

When  I  bad  reached  a  position  from  which  I  could  cer> 
toJnly  see  the  entrance  snd  from  which,  as  Agathemer  told 
m^  I  could  be  seen  by  him,  I  told  him  I  would  stay  there 
while  he  explored  the  little  passage  into  the  side  of  the 
csTem.  I  adjured  him  to  be  caotious  and.  not  rentore  him^ 
self  recklessly  in  the  pitch  doric.  He  declared  he  could  fed 
hie  way  ssfely  some  distance  and  be  sure  of  retomiug.  Tbe» 
he  crawled  into  the  narrow  opening. 
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Bef  om  I  htd  mated  long  ectnigh  to  grow  impttiaDt,  Z  betrd 
Jiim  call: 

"Why,  I  c*n  see  you  I" 

The  Tcdce  nme  not  from  the  direction  of  the  opmiiig  into 
which  he  had  envied,  but  from  near  the  fire-i^aoe. 

"Where  are  yoaP'  I  called  back. 

"Over  here,"  uid  he,  "come  towards  me." 

Adrancmg:  towards  the  roice  and  peering  into  the  dim- 
nee^  where  the  light  diapened  from  the  entrance  made  the 
darknesB  of  the  cavern  jnst  a  little  less  da^  than  bladaiei^ 
I  B&w  him  standing  on  the  sill,  as  it  were,  of  the  opening  np  in 
ttie  wall,  beycmd  the  fire-place  as  one  approached  from  the 
eatrance,  and  above  the  vertical  wall  of  rock. 

He  had  foimd  a  passage  just  big  enough  to  crawl  through 
leading  from  the  apertnre  up  to  this  species  of  gallery-alcove; 
The  passage  curved  and  was  not  much  over  twenty  yards 
long.  He  palled  me  up  to  the  gallery  and  we  crawled  back 
together  out  of  the  apertnre  lij  which  he  bad  entered  the 
passage.  The  whole  passage  was  dry,  unlike  the  floor  d  the 
•*ve. 

"I  tell  yon  what  we  on^t  to  do,"  said  Agathoner.  "Irt  W 
go  outside  and  gather  srmfuls  of  small  leal^  bougbs  and 
twigs.  These  we  can  throw  ap  into  that  galleiy-opaung  and 
make  a  fine  bed  there  where  it  is  dry.  Then  we  can  get  a 
good  safe  sleep,  and  we  need  a  long  sound  sleep." 

We  did  as  he  suggested  till  we  bad  leaves  oiou^  for  e 
good  bed.  Then  we  ate,  sparingly,  for  we  had  not  modi 
food  in  our  wallets.  After  eating  we  wrapped  ourselves  in 
our  doaks  and  went  to  sleep;  Agathemer  with  his  wallet 
beside  him  and  his  head  on  his  arm,  I  with  my  wallet  under 
my  head. 

I  wakened  wilit  a  hand  over  my  month  and  with  Ag»- 
themer'e  voice  in  my  ear  saying: 

"Keepstilll    Liestilll    Dcm't  move  or  speak  I    liestilll" 

He  sp(Ae  in  a  tense  whisper,  so  low  that  I  oould  hardly 
imderstand  him  with  his  mouth  against  my  ear,  so  fall  cf 
tenor  that  the  tone  of  it  itartkd  me  wide  awake. 
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My  flret  impresaion  va&  of  a  glaring  orange  light  on  tiia 
roof  of  the  cavern  and  a  diffused  reflection  of  it  or  from  it 
OQ  the  roof  of  our  gallerj-alcoye. 

"Keep  your  head  down  1"  Agathemer  whispered.  "If  yoa 
turn  oyer,  tarn  ovct  quietly." 

I  did  tnm  over,  very  slowly,  a  muscle  at  a  time  and  with 
great  precautions  to  avoid  rustling  the  leaves  or  twigs  of  tli0 
'  bed  on  which  we  lay. 

As  soon  as  I  turned  over  I  perceived  that  a  good,  big  flre 
must  be  baming  on  the  fire-place  and  that  the  light  on  the 
cavern  roof  wsa  the  direct  glare  from  that,  while  the  subdued 
glow  on  the  roof  of  our  alcove  was  the  light  reflected  from 
the  farther  wall  of  the  cavern  or  from  ita  roof. 

Ab  our  alcove  was  separated  from  the  fire  by  a  jutting 
pillar  of  rock,  no  direct  light  from  the  fire  fell  on  its  opm- 
ing;  it  and  we  vrere  well  in  the  ehadow.  So  shadowed  we  could 
hunch  oureelvea  forward  as  far  as  we  dared  and  peer  down 
into  the  cave. 

Ita  floor  was  littered  with  wallets,  blankets,  staffs  and  other 
foot-farera'  gear.  About  it  eat  groups  of  men,  every  one  with 
a  ebeath-knife  or  dagger  in  his  belt.  I  counted  forty  and 
tiiere  were  more  out  of  sight  round  the  ahonlder  of  rock  be- 
twe^i  our  alcove  and  the  fire-place. 

We  smelt  flesh  roasting  or  boiling.  The  squatting  groups 
seemed  busy  with  preparations  for  a  meal. 

The  men,  except  <Hie  lad  like  a  shepherd,  did  not  look 
Italian.  S<mie  struck  me  as  Spanish,  others  as  Gallic,  one  or 
two  as  runaway  slaves  of  mongrel  ancestry.  Nearly  all  of 
them  had  the  unmistakable  carriage  and  bearing  of  soldiers, 
even  specifically  of  soldiers  of  ont-of-the-way  garrisons,  in 
the  moontains  or  on  frontiers.  Yet  their  b^vior  waa  on- 
soldierly.  I  judged  them  discharged  campaigners  with  an 
admixture  of  deserters  and  outlaws.  They  all  had  traveller^ 
umbrella  bats,  and  all  had  thrown  them  off;  their  cloaks 
were  coarse  and  rough,  many  torn,  but  none  patched,  tiietr 
tunics  similar ;  their  boots  of  Gallic  fashion,  coming  up  nearly 
to  the  knee,  like  Sicilian  hunting-boots.  They  vrere  all  black- 
hiizad  and  shodc-headed,  all  swarthy,  and  most  of  them  »i 
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medium  height  and  solidly  built.  They  did  not  talk  load 
and  they  all  talked  at  once,  so  that  ve  mad«  out  little  of  what 
mas  Baid  and  Bothing  isfonmog. 

I  could  not  but  remark  that,  althou^  the  weather  was  ex- 
ceedingly hot  and  the  fire  senaed  luge,  it  made  no  difference 
whatever  in  the  feeling  of  the  very  ^ghtly  damp,  gratefully 
cool  and  evenly  mild  air  of  the  camn. 

Presently  the  food  waa  ready  and  was  diatribnted :  goafs- 
flesh,  roasted  or  broiled,  some  sort  o!  coarse  bread  or  qnickly- 
tnade  cakes,  wine  aplenly,  olires  and  figs.  While  th^  ate 
moat  of  them  sat  in  groups;  some  stood  by  twos  or  threes; 
a  few  stood  singly.  From  tlwir  Itxia,  attitudes,  the  direction 
in  which  they  faced  and  other  indications,  we  inferred  that 
their  chief  was  seated  to  the  ri^t  of  the  fire,  "between  it 
and  OS,  with  his  back  to  the  pillar  of  rock  and  just  out  of  sight 
ot  us  around  it.  Some  appeared  to  be  standing  in  a  half- 
circle  before  him,  listening  to  him,  or  conversing  with  him.  A 
iFew  of  the  men  ate  alone,  sitting,  standing  or  walking  about. 
One  of  these,  munching  s  while  as  he  strolled  back  and 
forth,  came  and  took  his  stand  bdhind  and  outside  of  the  re- 
spectful half  circle,  standing  facing  the  fire;  When  he  finished 
eating  and  his  face  qnieted  as  he  stood  there  silent,  gazing  at 
something  out  of  our  sight,  all  at  once,  stmoltaneously,  X 
gripped  Agathemer  and  he  gripped  me.  The  fellow  waa  C^u- 
IcoiiaB  Pelops,  two  years  before  secretary  to  the  overseer  ot 
my  oncle^s  estate  near  Ctoisentia  in  Bruttium.  He  bad  ran 
away  not  long  before  my  nnde's  death. 

I  stared  at  him,  revtdving  in  my  mind  the  difference  of 
the  attitude  of  mind  towards  runaway  slaves  of  a  former 
master  wbo  catches  sight  of  a  runaway  from  his  estates  and 
of  the  same  being  while  i»retending  himself  to  be  a  mn&way. 
I  could  have  laughed  out  loud  at  the  contrast  between  the 
feelings  towards  Pelops  which  I  felt  surge  up  in  me  and  the 
feeling  I  hoped  for  towards  me,  say  in  Tarrutenus  Spinellua, 
Pelops,  of  course,  knew  me  perfectly,  knew  Agathemer  as 
well,  would  recognize  either  <^  us  at  si^t.  Therefore,  if 
we  were  now  discovered,  we  saw  lost  all  that  we  had  thou|^i 
%o  gain  and  thon^t  we  had  gained  by  our  crawl  thzoo^ 
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tbe  drain  pipe  Bud  the  other  features  of  our  escape  up  to 
nov.  If  F^ps  set  eyes  on  me,  he,  at  least,  would  Imow 
that  I  was  yet  bUtb,  he  might  t«ll  all  the  band ;  if  he  told 
Asm,  an;  one  of  them,  even  if  not  he  himself,  might  inform 
the  authorities  end  put  new  life  into  the  search  for  me,  if  it 
had  not  been  abandoned,  or  revive  it  if  it  had ;  put  every  vpj 
in  Italy  on  the  alert  to  catch  me:  or  even  bdray  me  to  the 
nearest  magistrate. 

And  Felops  had  always  disliked  me  and  had  always  envied 
and  hated  Agathemer.    We  were  keyed  up  with  anzie^. 

Just  as  we  recognized  Pelops  a  tall,  red-headed,  sandy  lout, 
with  a  long  neck  and  a  promlnrat  gullet-knot,  came  forward 
into  si^t  from  the  direction  of  &e  entrance,  apparently  from 
beyond  the  fire.  He  put  up  his  right  hand  and  called,  slowly 
and  clearly: 

"Eating  time  is  over :    Now  we  hold  council  1" 

The  men  speedily  assembled  in  curving  rows  facing  tl» 
flre  and  sat  or  rtood  as  they  pleased,  all  facing  where  we  in* 
ferred  that  their  leader  sat,  to  the  right  of  the  flre-place  out  of 
our  sight  round  the  bulge  of  the  shoulder  of  rock. 

Betwe^i  them  and  the  fire,  just  far  enough  from  it  lot 
him  to  be  visible  to  us,  a  burly  shock-headed,  black-haired 
■onthem  Oaul  took  his  stand. 

Then  we  dearly  heard  a  voic^  which  we  inferred  most  bo 
the  leader's,  a  voice  distinct  and  far^arrying,  but  a  voioa 
amazingly  soft,  mild  and  gentle,  say : 

"Council  is  celled.  Let  all  other  men  be  silent.  Caburss 
is  to  speak." 

The  burly  Qaul  b^ian  blustaringly,  with  a  strong  southera 
Gallic  accent  like  a  Tolosan : 

"It  is  no  use,  Matemus,  trying  to  bamboozle  as  with  your 
everlasting  serenity.  We  decline  to  be  fooled  any  l<»)ger. 
Somehow,  by  sorcery  or  magic,  yon  infused  into  ns  the  great- 
est enthusiasm  for  your  crazy  project.  You've  dragged  as 
over  the  Alps  and  into  these  Apennines.  On  the  way  we've 
talked  matters  over  among  ourselves.  The  nearer  we  get  to 
Bune  the  craxier  our  errand  seanu.    We  have  made  fooU  of 
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onnelveB  tmder  jmx  leadetship  hag  raongh.  We  go  no 
fnrther. 

"We  admit  that  Commodiu  on^t  to  be  killed ;  ve  admit 
that,  if  he  were  killed,  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  all  Oaul 
and  for  Spain  and  Britain,  too,  and,  we  Buppose,  for  Italy 
and  all  the  promcea.  We  also  admit  that  it  woald  be  a  fiae 
thing  for  ns  if  we  could  kill  Commodoa,  avoid  getting  Idllcd 
or  cau^t  ouTselree,  and  win  the  rewards  we  could  properly 
bope  for  from  the  next  Emperor,  and  the  glory  we'd  have 
at  home  aa  successful  heroes. 

*^nt,  when  free  from  the  spell  of  your  eloquence,  we  tee 
no  chance  of  killing  the  Emperor  and  surTiving  to  reap  the 
Toward  of  our  prowess:  none  of  BUrriving:  not  even  any  ot 
killing  him.  You  say  you  have  a  perfect  and  infallible  plan 
which  you  will  reveal  when  the  time  comes.  Yon  ma;  have 
a  plan  and  it  may  be  inbUible  and  as  certain  of  succeas  as 
tiie  son  IB  certain  of  rising  tomorrow  and  the  day  titer.  But 
we  have  followed  you  and  your  secret  plan  long  enough.  We 
follow  no  further  unless  we  know  what  plan  we  are  pjcpected 
to  take  part  in.  We  have  all  agreed  to  that  and  we  all  stick 
to  that" 

And  the  assemblage  chorused: 

"Wo  have  all  agreed  to  that  and  we  all  stick  to  that" 

Now,  from  where  we  peered  down  from  our  hiding-place 
Uatemos  was  entirely  out  of  sight.  We  could  not  see  what 
■ttitnde  he  took  nor  what  expression  his  face  wore.  Yet,  by 
&e  flickering  light  of  the  leaping  fire,  which  flooded  the 
cavern  with  its  ruddy  glar^  we  could  plainly  see  the  effect 
d  his  personality  on  the  assemblage.  Even  as  their  shouts  of 
assent  to  what  Caburus  had  said  still  rang  through  the  cave 
I  could  see  them  half  fawning,  half  cringing  towards  their 
chid. 

Yet  his  voice,  when  he  spoke,  was  not  harsh  or  domineering, 
but  while  perfectly  audible,  as  bland  and  placid  as  a  girPa. 

"Please  remonber,"  he  said,  "that  a.  plan  such  as  I  have 
conceived,  while  it  is,  if  carried  out  as  designed,  as  certun 
of  succees  as  the  swoop  of  the  hawk  upon  the  hare,  is  certain 
of  succeas  only  while  it  is  not  only  undreamed  of  by  ita  obJ«et 
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but  totall;  unBuepected  hj  anyone  onteide  of  our  band.  The 
»acces8  of  our  project  depends  on  no  one  having  any  inlding 
of  any  Bach  project,  far  less  having  an  inTtling  of  vhat  kind  of 
a  project  it  is. 

"For  your  sakes  and  for  yonr  Bakes  only  hare  I  kept  the 
details  of  my  plans  locked  in  my  own  bosom.  Ton  are  ventar- 
ing  your  lives  to  help  me  to  the  realiEatioit  of  my  hopes  of 
setting  free  the  world.  Yonr  lives  moBt  not  be  risked  need- 
lessly. Little  will  be  the  risk  any  of  yon  will  mn  in  canying 
ont  my  plans,  bo  ingeniously  are  they  conceived.  But  that 
smallnesB  of  risk  can  be  attained  only  if  the  nature  of  the 
project  is  unknown  to  anyone  save  myself  up  to  the  latest  pos- 
sible moment  before  putting  it  into  effect.  Every  day,  every 
hour,  which  elapses  between  the  giving  of  my  instmctiona  and 
tlieir  execution  increases  the  danger  of  onr  betrayal.  We  must 
have  guides,  we  must,  occasionally,  induct  into  our  society 
new  associates.  Not  one  of  these  can  be  a  danger  to  os  as 
long  as  the  methods  by  which  we  are  to  effect  our  purpose 
is  unknown  except  to  me.  I  propose  no  loitering  in  Rome.  I 
mean  to  arrive  at  the  right  spot  at  the  right  hour,  at  the  hour 
of  opportunity,  to  strike  aad  to  vanish  before  anyone  save 
ourselves  knows  that  the  blow  has  been  struck.  Only  thus  can 
we  Bucceed,  only  thus  can  we  escape.  Upon  my  Bileoce  our 
success  depends.  Once  I  apeak,  every  day,  every  hour  makes 
it  more  lilcely  that  someone  will  betray  to  some  outsider  the 
nature  of  our  plot  or  even  its  details.  Then  we  shall  certainly 
fail  and  perish." 

Thereupon  ensued  a  long  wrangle  in  which  Gaburus  re- 
peated that  MatemuB  had  said  all  that  before  and  Matemna 
repeated  the  same  argumffiit  in  other  words  and  brought  up 
other  similar  arguments.  The  crowd,  while  swayed  by  Ua- 
temns,  appeared  to  lean  more  and  more  to  the  opinions  ef 
Caburus.  It  became  manifest  that  they  would  break  away 
and  digperBO  unless  Matemus  revealed  his  intentions.  He  was, 
apparently,  quick  to  sense  the  situation  and  finally  yielded. 

"I  have  three  separate  plana,"  he  said,  "and  I  mean  to  pre- 
pare to  UEe  all  three,  so  that^  if  the  first  fails  the  second  maj 
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Bncceed;  if  both  the  first  and  eecand  fcil  I  may  hope  to 
BQcceed  with  the  third. 

**I  mean  to  reach  Rome  two  days  before  the  Festival  of 
Gybele  and  for  alt  of  m  to  get  a  soand  nif^f s  sleep.  Then, 
on  the  eve  of  the  great  day,  most  of  yon  may  wander  about 
the  city  sight-seeing;  Caburas  and  I  and  a  few  with  ns  will 
buy  or  hire  costomes  for  the  FestiTal. 

"As  we  have  all  heard,  the  wildest  licenae  in  costnmea  is 
permitted  on  the  day  of  iJie  celebration.  Everybody  dresses 
np  as  extravagantly  as  possible.  More  tiian  tiiat  it  is  so  cus- 
tomary for  jokers  to  dress  np  in  burlesque  of  notables  that 
■udi  assumptionB  of  the  costumes  of  officials  are  merely 
laughed  at  and  the  wearers  of  them  are  never  arrested  or 
even  reprimanded. 

"Csburus  and  I  will  buy  at  old-clothing  shops  or  hire  from 
costumers  cast  off  uniforms  of  the  privates  of  the  Prsetorian 
Guard.  Two  squads  of  as,  all  volunteers  and  approved  as 
boldest,  strongest  and  quickest,  will  dress  up  as  Pnetorians. 
One  will  be  led  by  Caburas  and  I  myself  eAuJI  lead  the  other. 

"Caburas  and  bis  m^  will  mingle  with  the  crowd  along  the 
line  of  the  morning  procession.  The  processicm  is  so  long,  its 
loute  is  so  jammed  with  sight-seeing  rabble,  the  rabble  is  per- 
mitted so  dose  to  the  line  of  the  procession,  so  many  won- 
ders and  marvels  form  part  of  the  procession,  there  is  so  much 
interest  in  gazing  at  them,  that  it  is  possible  that  Caburas  may 
see  a  chance  to  achieve  our  object  I  shall  leave  it  to  him 
whether  to  give  whatever  signal  he  may  agree  on  with  his 
men,  or  to  vrithhoM  it  If  he  sees  an  opportunity,  that  will 
mean  that,  in  his  judgment,  there  is  a  good  chance  of  killing 
the  tyrant  and  getting  away  uniccognized.  You  know  how 
cautious  Cabums  is:  you  will  nm  no  risk  if  he  does  not  give 
the  signal  and  little  if  he  does. 

"Now,  Cabums,  what  do  yoa  think  of  this  plan?" 

Jfot  being  able  io  watch  Matemus  making  his  speech,  X, 
vhile  straining  my  ears  to  catch  his  softly  uttered  words,  had 
kept  my  eyes  on  Cabums,  had  marvelled  to  see  the  dogged 
IjHiit  ot  oppositirai  and  loily  disaffection  fade  oat  of  hi^ 
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ezpreacdon,  to  see  intoreet  uid  ezcitemeiit  take  their  jdacoL 

"I  think,"  he  shouted,  "that  joa  are  a  mRrrell  I  don't 
vonder  that  7011  wanted  to  coaccal  this  plan  till  the  last  poe- 
aible  moment  It  is  so  good  that  I  already  want  to  tell  it  to 
aconebody,  joat  to  see  his  amazement.  Bnt  veil  keep  yonr 
secret  I  And  aa  to  yonr  plan.  111  risk  it.  Xo  Oanl  with  a.  drop 
of  sporting  blood  in  his  veins  would  hesitate  to  embrace  tha 
opportoaity  to  try  to  carry  out  io  ingenious  ao  ^«nising  a, 
plan. 

"And  yon  don't  need  a  second  plan  or  third  plan.  Thia 
plan,  nnder  my  leadeiship,  ia  cra^in  to  succeed." 

At  this  a  scrawny,  tow-headed,  long-armed,  long-legged  fel- 
low sprang  to  hia  feet. 

"I  don't  agree  with  that  at  all,"  he  Tociferated. 

"Just  because  the  first  plan  plesaea  CabDrus  is  no  reaaoa 
why  we  should  not  hear  the  other  two  plans  also." 

This  ntterance  started  a  long  discuBsion,  irom  which 
Agatfaemer  and  I  learned  nothing  except  that  there  was  mnch 
I  Insubordination  among  the  men  following  Matemus  and  that 
the  scrawny  objector  was  named  Toriz. 

The  np^ot  of  the  discussion  was  a  general  agreement  that 
ICatemus  onght  to  disclose  all  three  plana. 

Katemne  then  reennied: 

"The  second  plan  is  already  known  to  Cooaedo  and  it  need 
not  be  known  to  anyone  eiee,  as  he  alone  is  concerned  and  he, 
if  CaboTus  decides  not  to  make  his  attempt,  will  attempt  bis 
alone,  without  any  assistance  fivm  anyone  and  withont  eo- 
dangering  anyone  else;  in  fact  withont  endangering  himself. 
I  myself  tbongfat  of  this  plan,  which  is  so  ingenious  that,  if  it 
mcceeds,  no  one  will  ever  know  how  Commodns  came  to  his 
deftth;  it  if  fails  no  <sie  will  ever  suspect  that  it  was  tried  at 
alL 

Ton  have  all  been  wondering  how  Coseedo  came  to  be  with 
ns.  Many  of  yon  have  jeered  him ;  many  of  yon  hare  {votested 
to  me.  Bnt  I  know  what  I  am  doing,  Cossedo  can  do  other 
things  besides  walk  the  tight-rope,  jn^le  five  balls  at  once^ 
and  atand  cm  his  head  <m.  the  ba«k  <^  a  galloping  horse.  H« 
,ii  jnat  the  right  man  to  carry  ont  my  idea,  which  neither  I  d<4 
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u^  other  of  iu  oonld  put  into  effect  As  Coasedo  spproTes  the 
plan ;  S8  he  is  to  try  it  alone,  no  <me  eUe  need  know  it." 

"Jost  so,"  cried  the  red-headed  lout  who  had  heralded  the 
coandl,  coaang  forward  into  the  fire-light.  "I  can  try  it 
and  I  may  do  it.  If  I  do  it,  Commodiu  will  be  a  corpse.  If 
I  fail,  no  one  will  know  I  have  tried.  And  it  is  a  jewel  of  » 
plan." 

And  he  stood  on  his  hands,  feet  waffling  in  the  air,  ap- 
parmttly  from  mere  exuberance  of  Bpirita.  Standing  vp  again, 
he  threw  three  flip-flops  forward,  then  two  backward,  then 
tamed  a  half  a  dozen  cart  whecds,  during  which  gyrations 
be  passed  ont  of  our  field  of  view. 

Torix  sulkily  agreed  that  the  second  plan  remain  unknown 
except  to  Matemna  and  Coseedo,  the  assemblage  not  sup- 
porting him  when  he  pressed  for  its  disclosare.  But  he  was 
insistent  about  the  third  plan. 

"The  third  plan,"  said  Matemns,  "is  merely  the  first  plan 
oTer  again,  except  that  I  lead  instead  of  Csbums  and  that  we 
try  after  dark  instead  of  by  day.  From  all  I  can  hear  the  op- 
portunity will  be  even  better  by  torchlight  in  the  gardens 
•bout  the  temple  than  it  will  be  by  day  in  the  jammed  streeta, 
I  mean  to  be  as  cautious  as  I  expect  Caburus  to  be :  there  is 
no  tue  making  an  attempt  unless  a  really  promising  chanoe 
preeents  itself.  If  I  see  an  opening  111  kill  the  monster  my- 
aelf,  and  I  do  not  expect  to  need  any  help  from  anybody,  ex- 
cept a  little  jostling  in  the  crowd  to  increase  the  confusion. 
As  rigged  up  in  Prstorian  uniforms  we  will  be  lauded 
•t  and  indulged.  Either  in  the  noonday  swelter  or  in  the 
torchlit  darkness  it  ought  to  be  easy  to  pass  from  aping, 
minuddng  and  burlesquing  PrsatorianB  to  personating  and 
oonnterfeiting  Prsstorians.  Once  miBtaken  for  real  guards 
we  ought  to  be  able  to  get  close  to  Commodus.  Then  in  the 
torchlight  it  should  be  easy  for  me  to  finish  him  and  for  you 
others  to  escape.  I  shall  not  think  of  escape  until  the  deed 
is  done.  Then  1*11  escape,  if  I  can,  but  I  shall  let  "Oo  thon^t 
of  eac^ie  interfere  with  my  doing  what  I  purpose." 

Thia  speech  waa  acclaimed  by  everycnte  except  Toiix.    H* 
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"AU  thiB  is  most  mgeniom.  But  tliere  is  in  thiB  plan  0110 
flaw  whicli  no  one  htu  noted.  I  Buppose  that  you,  Matemna, 
evolved  this  really  pTomising  idea  from  pondering  on  what 
Claadius  told  as.  All  the  hearsay  aboat  Borne  and  its  f  estivsU 
which  ever  came  to  the  ears  of  all  of  11s  pnt  together  ia  as 
nothing  at  all  compared  with  whet  ClandiuB  told  ua  in  two 
months.  ClandinB  had  lived  in  Home,  Claudios  knew  every 
alley  in  Some.  With  ClaadioB  to  pilot  us  we  niigbt  liav« 
hoped  to  succeed.  Bat  ClaQdioa  is  dead,  dead  somewhere  in 
the  Alps,  where  he  is  no  use  to  os.  He  had  eeoi  the  Emperor, 
he  knew  him  by  si^t.  Not  one  of  ns  does.  And,  as  Clandiiu 
told  OS,  at  the  Festival  of  Cybele,  as  at  several  other  re- 
ligious festivals,  the  Emperor  does  not  wear  his  official  robea> 
so  that  anyone  may  recognize  him,  hut  appears  in  the  garb  of 
a  priest  of  the  deity  celebrated,  as  High  Priest  or  Aasistant 
Hi^  Priest,  or  as  a  dignitary  of  some  other  degree,  the  lank 
in  the  hierarchy  varying  with  the  diety  worshipped. 

Nov  not  one  of  us,  who  have  never  set  eyes  on  him,  can  tell 
Commodns,  in  the  garb  of  a  priest  of  Cybele,  from  any  other 
priest  of  Cybele.  We  have  no  reasonable  assnraucs  of  rec- 
ognizing the  mark  at  which  we  aim.  Thna  we  have  onfy  a 
small  chance  of  success  by  sunlight  or  torchlight." 

This  utterance  started  another  wrangle;  the  msa,  appar- 
csitly,  about  equally  divided  as  backers  of  Matemos  and  of 
Toriz.  As  I  Uy  listening  to  this  hubbub  someone  stepped 
on  the  calf  of  my  1^  his  foot  slipped  off  of  it,  and  he  fell  00 
top  at  me,  with  a  smothered  exclamation. 

"Who  are  yon  ?"  he  demanded,  adding  some  worda  which  I 
did  not  catch.  It  seemed  that  another  man  was  occupied 
similarly  wiUi  Agathemra*. 

The  man  who  had  fallen  on  me,  in  the  act  of  scrambling  np^ 
yelled  out: 

"Here  are  two  men  lying  and  listening  and  th^  do  not 
seem  to  belong  to  us.    They  do  nol  respond  to  the  pass-word." 

At  that  every  voice  stilled  and  every  face  tnrned  to  our  al- 
cove-balcony where  our  captors>  now  four,  gripped  us  and  bad 
lifted  OB  to  our  knees. 
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"Throw'  'em  Aawn.f  eame  «  elwnis  of  voices  "thrtnr  'cm 

dOWDl* 

Down  WQ  woe  thrown,  none  too  tenderly,  but  we  landed 
without  breaking  any  bones. 

Two  men  clntclied  each  of  ns  and  haled  ns  towards  the  fli«> 
There  we  bad  oar  fint  glimpae  of  MatwnoB,  who  sat  cm  a 
pack,  his  h&A  against  the  rode,  not  too  close  to  the  fire^  th* 
light  of  which  played  on  his  Irft  chedc. 

He  looked  plump  and  laiy. 

"Strip  them,"  he  conunanded. 

Ae  he  was  being  obeyed  somebody  did  something  to  tii*  fira 
which  increased  the  light  it  gave. 

Tom  them  round,"  Hatemns  commanded.  "Homph,"  ba 
commuted,  "by  their  faces  they  are  a  Roman  gentleman  and 
his  Oreek  secretary;  by  thdr  backs  they  are  fngitave  ilaTaa 
with  bad  lecords." 

"Hey  are  both  branded,"  added  Toriz,  who  had  been  in.* 
ipecting  ns. 

"Where?"  queried  Uatemng.  "I  don't  see  any  brand 
marits.'* 

"On  the  left  shoolder,  each  of  them,"  Torix  replied. 

"Hnmph  I"  Uatemus  commented,  "rascally  slaves  and  in- 
dnlgent  master,  or  canny  owner  of  Talnable,  if  Testive^  pn^ 

Just  as  he  said  this  there  was  a  yell  at  oar  left  and  Caolo- 
nivs  Felope  nuhed  in  from  somewhere  beyond  the  firelight} 
probably  from  outside  the  cave. 

"Hert^s  the  solution  of  oar  dilemma,"  he  cried.  "We  are  all 
right  now.  We^ve  two  men  who  know  Commodas  by  si^t. 
This  is  Andivios  Hedolio,  my  former  master's  nephew,  and 
the  other  is  his  secretary,  Agathemer." 

"What,  in  the  name  of  Hithras,"  Uatouos  breathed,  "ia 
yonr  master's  nephew  doing  in  a  care  in  the  Apeanines,  witli 
his  back  all  ecoiu^e>markB  and  a  ranaway-^lare  brand  on  bis 
shoolder?" 

Then  eDsned  a  long  series  of  questions  and  answers,  in  the 
couiw  of  which  Agathemer  and  I  pretty  well  told  our  stoi7. 
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HitsmTis  Hked  the  aaaerablage  whether  they  bdiered  iu 

and  ihe  conaensoB  vas  that  they  believed  ob  and  Pelope,  who 
Temi&ded  them  that  CUndiiu  had  read  to  them  lista  of  those 
ioTolved  in  congpiraciee,  who  had  been  execnted  or  banished 
and  their  properties  confiscated ;  that  mj  name  had  been 
among  those  he  read ;  and  that  be,  Pelopa,  had  then  told  about 
wb;  ^  of  vhich  most  of  them  did  not  recollect  at  all,  and  the 
few  who  claimed  to  recollect  it  recollected  only  Tapiely. 

Matemus,  in  his  mild  way,  sqggested  that  we  would  make 
Taloahle  additions  to  their  association.  Torix  opposed  the 
idea,  but  Matemus  pointed  out  that  no  one  of  them  bad  ai 
mndi  to  gain  by  the  Emperor's  death  as  I  had :  that  aftor  it  I 
ni^t  hope  to  be  restored  to  my  rank  and  wealth,  and  tiiat^ 
after  my  miseries,  I  oug^t  to  hate  Gommodns  more  Ticioas^y 
ihan  any  of  them.  The  assemblage  approved,  and,  while  throat- 
cutting  was  not  mentioned,  as  that  was  the  obvious  altema- 
tive,  Agathcmer  and  I  took  oath  as  brothete  in  the  cinilra- 
teraiiy. 

Upon  this  we  were  rdeased  and  our  wallets,  cloaks,  hats  and 
ataffs,  which  bad  been  deposited  before  Uatemua,  were  t«> 
stored  to  us.  But  Matemus  informed  us  that  no  member  of 
the  band  was  allowed  any  montiy  of  his  own.  We  most  give 
wp  to  him  any  coins  we  had. 

Agathemer  spread  his  cloak,  spread  mine  on  it,  and  upon  it 
Z  emptied  my  wallet,  that  all  mi^t  see  its  contents.  I  waa 
allowed  to  retain  eveiythin^,  except  the  denarii.  Agathem^ 
did  the  like,  with  the  like  result.  But  at  the  sight  of  his 
flagedet  there  w^e  exclamations  and  qneBtions.  He  k^  it 
out  when  he  r^Mcked  his  belongings,  only  giving  the  coins  to 
Matemus.  After  we  had  fed  he  played  tunes  on  it,  to  the  de- 
list of  the  whole  band.  It  seeioed  to  me  tliey  would  nerer 
let  him  stop  playing  that  flageolet  and  I  was  desperately 
drowsy. 

At  last  all  were  for  sleep.  Matemus  decreed  that  Agathe- 
mer  and  I  might  climb  up  again  on  the  dry  shelf  where  we 
had  been  found.  Neither  he  nor  any  of  the  band  seemed  to 
object  to,  or  indeed  to  nodce,  the  dampness  of  the  cave  floor. 

Agathraier  and  I  slept  at  once^    Our  preeioaa  amuleMi^gib 


THE  FESTIVAL  Wt 

ot  ccmne,  bad  not  been  isTeatigitad*  or  to  mich  w  niv«eted» 
ind  wvn  uf  e  on  our  ceck-thragB. 


CHAPTEB  XVn 

TMUS  most  strangely,  and  tbrongh  no  fault  of  mine,  I 
found  myself  a  full  fledged  fonually  ntom  member  of  * 
conspiracy  against  the  life  of  Commodns. 

l^temns,  vlietlier  from  innate  considerateneea  ta  becanw 
it  happened  to  coindde  with  his  plana,  let  us  have  our  sleep 
out  and  wake  naturally.  We  woke  hungry  and  fed  with  the 
irhole  band,  totalling  forty-nine  with  ourBalree,  according  to 
my  coont  and  to  the  stat^ent  of  Felops.  He  was  most  al>> 
sordly,  bnt  naturally,  more  than  a  little  ahy  and  bashfol  at 
finding  himself  in  a  position  of  complete  equality  with  me. 
As  we  ate  he  narrated  bis  reasons  for  running  away  and  bow 
be  had  escaped  to  Clampetia,  from  there  on  a  fishing-boat  tO' 
Sarcapna  in  Sardinia,  and  from  there  on  a  trading  ship  to 
KhrsdUes.  There  he  had  attached  himself  to  a  Blave^^er 
and  with  him  had  travelled  to  Tolosa  and  Narbo,  where  be 
bad  gotten  into  trouble  and  had  fled  to  the  mountains.  Thwe 
be  had  joined  aome  outlaws,  who  had  joined  Matemns. 

The  fellows  who  bad  foond  me  and  Agatbemer  told  cbeerr 
folly  how  the  shepherd  lad,  their  local  guide,  who  knew 
nothing  of  them  except  that  they  ware  accepted  associates  of 
some  local  mountain  brigands,  had  been  blowing  them  the 
inner  passages  of  the  cave,  into  which  Agathemer  and  I  had 
not  Tmtnred,  and,  on  their  return,  bad  proposed  to  lead  them, 
up  the  side-passage  to  the  outlook-opening.  There  tbey  had 
trodden  on  na  and  so  captured  ns. 

After  eating  we  set  ont  on  our  way  sonthwards  to  Borne. 

On  the  march,  inevitably,  I  became  acquainted  with  Ha^ 
tmiuB  and  marvelled  at  that  most  amazing  man.  I  bad  heard 
«f  him,  of  course  for  his  exploits  as  mutineer,  outlaw,  insnr- 
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gent  and  reM  had  made  htm  notorions,  not  only  in  Spain 
and  Gaul,  but  in  Italy,  even  among  tbe  circlea  of  society  amid 
which  I  moved  bj  iiiheritance.  His  reputation  for  strength, 
vigor,  Talor,  resolntioD,  mthlessness,  ferocity  and  conning 
bad  made  me  pictnre  him  es  different  aa  poanble  from  what 
he  really  vaa. 

He  was  neither  tall  nor  burly  and  nothing  aboat  him  gave 
any  hint  of  the  great  strength  for  which  he  waa  reputed  and 
which,  on  occasion,  I  have  seen  him  exert.  Only  one  man  of 
the  band  was  shorter  than  Matemua  and  no  other  looked  so 
mnch  the  reverse  of  bard  and  tongfa. 

Matemns,  in  fact,  looked  soft  His  rerj  outline  was  plump, 
his  feet  and  hands  small,  his  toes  and  fingers  delicate.  He 
was  not  a  handsome  ntan,  but  he  was  by  no  means  ill-looking 
and  in  some  respecl«  waa  almost  boyish,  or  even  girlish.  He 
had  glossy,  straight  brown  hair,  soft  brown  eyes,  a  complexion 
almost  in&ntile  in  its  rosy  fredmess,  and  all  his  features  were 
amaU,  his  ears  close  to  his  head,  his  mouth  even  tiny,  bis  nose 
likewise :  and  withal,  Matemus  was  habitually  mild,  serene  of 
expreanon,  alow  and  soft  of  speech,  and  deliberate  in  all  hia 
movements.  I  never  heard  him  raise  his  voice  or  speak  or  act 
hurriedly  or  urgently. 

Of  course,  I  had  been  dumbfounded  to  find  him  in  Italy  and 
in  the  Apennines  vhea  everybody  supposed  him  a  hunted 
fogitive,  hiding  in  the  Pyrenees  or  the  Cevames;  or  even, 
perhaps,  in  the  wilds  of  North  Spain.  Still  more  was  I 
amazed  at  the  boldness  of  a  man  who  could  conceive  such 
plans  for  assassinating  the  Prince  of  our  Sepublic  and  could 
feel  serenely  confident  of  being  able  to  execute  them. 

He  was  perfectly  open  with  me.  He  had  been  a  worshipper 
and  adorer  of  Aureus.  If  Aurelius  had  lived  to  a  reasonable 
old  age,  he  averred,  the  Republic  would  have  been  firmly  estab- 
lisbedj  the  Ehnpire  solidified,  the  administration  purified  and 
the  frontiers  defended.  EveryfliiDg  that  had  happened  in  Qie 
paat  five  years  he  blamed  on  Commodns.  It  waa  the  indiffer- 
ence of  Ctnnmodiis  which  had  ruined  the  administratiut  of 
tiie  army,  ao  that  incompetent,  diahoneat,  and  ^ri*i>iuc8l  on- 
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doMifficen  drove  yotmg  patriots  like  hinudf  into  mntaay,  onfc- 
lawr;  and  their  consequences.  Had  Commodua  been  a  capable 
ruler  he  and  hia  fellov  melcontenta  wonld  hare  be«i  listened 
to,  placated  and  sent  off,  aflame  with  patriotic  mthusiaam  and 
bent  on  redeeming  their  past  records,  to  hurl  back  from  the 
faardeet-pressed  part  of  our  frontiers  the  most  dangerona  foes 
of  the  Republic.  Upon  Commodns  he  blamed  hie  mntiny,  all 
the  atrodtiea  he  had  committed  in  the  course  ol  his  insar- 
tections,  and  all  the  blood  he  had  shed,  as  well  as  all  the  towns 
lie  had  sacked  and  burnt  in  the  coarse  of  his  raids ;  also  on 
Commodns  he  blamed  the  destruction  of  bis  army  of  insur- 
gmtB. 

He  freelj  discussed  with  me  his  plana  for  assassinating 
Commodns.  I  coold  not  deny  that  they  were  brilliantly  Gon- 
cdred. 

Almost  equally  brilliant  I  thought  his  msnagemest  of  his 
copedition.  From  where  I  joined  it,  near  the  crest  of  the 
Apuminee,  somewhere  between  the  head-waters  of  the  Trebia 
and  the  Nnra,  we  advanced  on  Borne  as  rapidly  as  footfarers 
conld  travel.  In  the  Lignrian  Apennines,  until  we  had 
crossed  the  upper  tributaries  of  the  Tarns,  the  Macra  and  the 
Anser,  and  were  between  Luna  and  Pistoria,  we  travelled  all 
together,  tramping  all  night  in  aiugle  file  after  a  goide  and 
deeping  all  day  in  well  hidden  camps.  Everywhere  we  were 
well  fed.  Nowhere  did  we  lose  our  way  or  meet  anyone  not 
forewarned  and  friendly.  It  was  as  if  the  highwaymen,  brig- 
ands and  outlaws  of  the  whole  Empire  had  formed  an  associa- 
tion, BO  that  any  of  them  could  travd  secretly  anywhere  by 
the  help  of  those  of  the  regions  which  they  crossed.  We  ad- 
vanced as  if  swift  and  reliable  mnners  had  preceded  us,  ad- 
vised of  our  approach  the  outlaws  of  each  district  and  they 
had  prepared  to  entertain  us  and  to  forward  us  on  our  way. 

From  somewhere  between  Piatoria  and  Luca  we  broke  up 
into  small  parties  of  three  to  seven,  and  travelled  by  day  like 
ordinary  wayfarers.  Somewhere  not  far  south  of  the  Amua 
we  reassembled,  evidently  by  prearrangemrat  and  as  acearat«- 
1^  as  a  well-managed  military-expedition.     Through  tbe 
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ZDonntainB  past  Airetiom  we  marched  at  ni^t  as  in  the  Apen- 
nines. Again  somewhere  to  the  west  of  Closiom,  before  we 
reached  the  Pallia,  we'again  diap«wd.  We  struck  the  Clodian 
fii^way  about  halfway  between  Clusinm  and  the  PsUia. 
Prom  there  we  proceeded  like  ordinary  footfarers. 

Both  between  Pistoria  and  Arretinm,  along  the  byroads,  and 
from  the  Fsllia  to  Rome,  on  the  Clodian  Hi^way,  I  was  in 
the  party  beaded  by  Matemos  himself,  a  party  of  five  besides 
m  two.  When  we  dispersed  near  Lnca  I  had  noted  that  Torix, 
Felops  and  Cossedo  with  two  more  made  a  party;  and  that 
'Cabums  took  Agathemer  with  him. 

As  Uatemus  had  been  open  with  me  about  his  past  and  his 
plans  BO  he  was  perfectly  frank  about  his  attitude  towards  me. 

"I  assume,"  he  said,  "that  you  are  delighted  at  the  oppor- 
tunity which  chance  and  I  have  given  you  to  assist  in  reveng- 
ing yonreelf  aa  Commodns.  I  similarly  assume  that  you  and 
Agathemer  wonld  keep  any  oath  taken  by  you.  But  prudence 
compels  a  leader  like  me  to  take  no  chances.  I  must,  as  a  vary 
guardian  of  my  associates,  take  all  possible  precautions.  Toa 
will  understand." 

We  did  understand.  We  were  watched  as  if  he  assumed 
that  we  were  on  the  alert  for  a  chance  of  escape,  aa  we  wer& 
On  night  marches  a  leathern  thong  was  knotted  about  my 
-waist  and  the  ends  knotted  similarly  about  the  waists  of  the 
man  before  me  and  the  man  behind  me.  Agathemer  was  made 
secure  in  a  like  fashion.  When  be  lay  down  to  sleep,  after  he 
iiad  composed  himself  to  rest,  a  blanket  was  spread  over  him 
'  and  a  burly  ruffian  lay  down  on  either  side  of  him,  the 
edges  of  the  blanket  under  them.  I  slept  similarly  guarded. 
On  day  marches  Caburus  kept  Agathemer  close  to  him;  I  was 
never  out  of  sight  of  Matemus. 

Somewhere  in  the  Etrurian  hills  north  of  Arretium  I  over- 
heard part  of  a  conversation  between  Matemus  and  Cabums. 
They  were  talking  of  me  and  Agathemer. 

"Ton  cannot  be  sure,"  said  Matemus.  "By  every  mle  of 
Teason  Heduiio  ought  to  hate  Commodus  consumedly.  But 
Ic^al^  is  so  inbred  in  senators  and  men  of  equestrian  rank, 
in  all  the  Btnnan  nobility,  that  be  may  have  a  soft  place  in 
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his  heart  for  him,  after  all.  Instead  of  doing  hia  beet  to  help 
QB  kill  him  be  irdght  tiy  to  shield  him,  at  a  pinch." 

"Jnat  That  I  have  been  thinkiog,"  aaid  CabiiraB.  "Z  am 
half  in  doubt  about  this  enterprise,  even  noT.  Agathenwr 
may  aft»-  all>  tr;  to  fool  me  and  to  shield  Commodus,  bj 
pointing;  OQt  some  other  man  to  me,  at  the  crucial  moment." 

"If  70a  suspect  him  of  anything  of  the  kind,"  said  Ha- 
ternna  gently,  "just  drive  your  dirk  good  and  far  into  him 
and  be  done  vith  him.  I'll  be  on  the  lookout  for  any  hanky- 
panky  from  Hedulio.  If  I  see  the  vrong  look  in  his  ^e  or 
the  wrong  expression  on  his  face  111  make  a  quick  end  of 
him.  I'll  tolerate  no  treachery  after  oath  given  and  oatH 
takffli." 

It  may  easily  be  imagined  hov  nervous  and  nobomfortaUa 
I  felt  after  bearing  this  mild,  soft-voiced  uttonnce. 

My  anxiety  was  accentuated  within  an  hour.  Just  as  I,  like 
the  other  monbers  of  the  band,  was  composing  myself  to  sleepy 
I  heard  high  words,  raised  voices,  threats,  an  oath  and  a  ydl. 
With  the  rest  I  rushed  towards  the  sounds.  There,  with  the 
rest,  I  saw  Caolouins  Pelops  in  the  agonies  of  death,  a  da^er 
in  his  heart.  One  of  our  Spanish  associates  had  momentarily 
lost  hie  temper. 

Uatemus,  calm  and  unruffled,  mildly  inqoired  the  oaasea 
of  the  qaarrd,  affirmed  his  belief  in  the  Spaniard's  account, 
absolved  him  of  all  blame  and  ordered  Pelops  buried.  Then, 
aa  if  nothing  happened,  we  all  composed  ourselves  to  sleep. 

I  did  not  sleep  much.  Evidently,  stabbing  on  small  provo- 
cation was  taken  as  a  matter  of  course  among  my  present 


At  Vulsinii  we  had  a  sound  sleep  at  on  inn  and  a  bountiful. 
meal  at  dawn.  We  needed  both  before  dark,  for  Uatemna 
marched  ns  the  entire  twenty-ei^t  miles  to  Forum  Coseii  by 
sunset  I  was  in  as  hard  condition  as  any  of  his  band  and  I 
stood  the  long  tramp  well.  Next  day  we  paused  for  barely 
an  hour,  near  noon,  at  Sutrinm,  and  made  the  twmty-thiea 
miles  to  Baccante  easily.  The  third  day  we  ev^i  more  easily 
made  the  twenty-one  from  Baccans  to  Bome.  Borne,  natur- 
ally, I  approached  with  emotion.    I  had  gazed  back  on  it 
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from  the  ned  to  Tibor,  certain  that  I  should  never  again  be- 
hold it.  And  I  was  now  aboat  to  enter  it  under  moet  amax- 
tag  drcmnatanceB,  aa  the  asBodate  of  cntthroatH  and  mf- 
fiane,  as  a  Ewom  member  of  a  conspiracy  to  aBBassinate  the 
Prince  of  the  Bepnblic,  as  the  prisoner  of  a  ruthless  ontiaw, 
afl  a  suspected  associate  of  a  chieftain  -who  might  stab  me  at 
the  slightest  false  action,  motion,  vord,  tone  or  look. 

There  is,  I  think,  no  view  of  Borne  as  one  approaches  it 
•long  the  Via  Clodia  or  the  Via  Flaminia  which  is  as  fine  aa 
anyone  of  a  score  from  points  on  the  Via  Salaria  and  Via 
Tibnrtana.  But,  on  a  clear,  mild,  mellow  summer  afternoon 
I  caught  glorious  glimpses  of  the  city  from  the  higher  points 
of  the  road  as  we  neared  it.  The  sight  moved  me  to  tears, 
tears  which  I  was  careful  to  conceal.  I  could  not  but  note  the 
fulfillment  of  the  prophecy  made  by  the  Aemilian  SibyL  I 
could  not  but  hope  that  I  might  Burrive  to  see  Borne  under 
happier  circmnstances. 

Amid  manifold  dangers  as  I  was,  I  was  not  gloomy.  We 
altered  the  city  by  the  Flaminian  Gate,  of  course,  and,  in  the 
waning  light,  walked  boldly  the  whole  length  of  the  Tia  lata, 
diagonally  across  from  the  Forum  of  Trajan,  nnder  his  Tri- 
umphal Arch,  through  the  Forum  of  Aoguatus,  and  across  the 
IVnrum  of  Nerra  past  the  Temple  of  Minerva  and  so  to  the  Su- 
buK.  All  the  way  from  the  City  Gate  to  the  slum  district 
I  marvelled  at  Katemus :  he  never  asked  his  way,  took  every 
torn  correctly;  and,  amid  the  splendors  of  Trajan's  Forom, 
behaved  like  a  frequenter,  habituated  to  such  magnificence. 
Equally  did  he  seem  at  home  amid  such  crowds  as  he  could 
never  have  mingled  with.  He  comported  hime^  so  as  to 
attract  no  remark. 

As  we  passed  the  Temple  of  Uinora  I  sighed  and  re- 
marked that  I  would  give  anything  short  of  life  itself  for  A 
bath. 

"Tou  need  not  give  that  much;  we  can  bathe  for  a  qvad- 
rant,  and,  since  you  mention  it,  we  shall  all  be  bett»  for  a 
bath." 

"There  is  no  reason  why  yon  and  the  lest  should  not 
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bathe,"  I  njoioed,  TMfnlly,  "but  vith  m;  'baak  ud  ahooldv 
a  b«tb  u  no  place  for  m»." 

"Pooh  I"  laughed  Maternns,  '^n  grew  up  in  Borne  and  I 
nent  aet  foot  in  it  till  today,  yet  yon  know  no  bath  yon  dara 
enter,  while  I  can  lead  you  to  a  beth-honae  where  no  one  wiU 
heed  or  notice  brand-marka  or  Bconrge-acare." 

It  was,  in  fact,  close  by  and  I  had  the  fitat  vapor  bath  I 
had  enjoyed  since  leanng  Villa  Spinella.  After  ve  left  the 
bath  Matemns  bought  three  cheap  little  terra-cotta  lampa 
and  a  small  §apply  of  oiL 

At  the  cheaper  sort  of  cook-ahop  we  ate  a  hearty  meal,  wiili 
plenty  of  very  bad  wine.  Then  we  went  where,  manifestly, 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  ottr  lodging,  in  a  eeren-etory 
Tookray,  BQch  aa  I  had  never  entered  and  had  hardly  aeen 
from  ontside.  Its  entrance  was  from  the  Snbura  and  opened 
near  the  middle  of  one  of  the  long  sides  of  the  conrtyard,  the 
paTonent  of  which  was  rery  nneTen  from  irregnlar  sinking 
and  its  many  shaped  stones  mndi  worn.  Out  in  it,  at  almost 
equal  distances  from  the  ends,  the  aides  and  each  other,  stood 
two  circular  curb-walk,  each  about  a  yard  hi^;  one  the 
well,  whouM  was  drawn  all  the  water  used  by  the  inmatei; 
the  other  the  aewer-opening,  down  which  went  all  manner 
of  refuse.  The  aaooit  to  the  nppcr  stories  was  by  an  open 
stone  stair  in  one  comer  of  the  court  All  round  the  court  waa 
an  open  arcaded  corridor,  running  behind  the  stair  in  its 
comer.  Above  it  were  six  similar  arcaded  galleries,  one 
for  each  upper  floor.  The  rooms,  judging  from  those  into 
which  I  looked  through  open  doors,  appeared  all  alike.  Oon 
were  floored,  walled  and  roofed  with  coarse  cemuit,  full  of 
small  farc&en  stone,  and  not  very  smoothly  finished.  The 
floors  were  worn  smooth  by  long  use.  The  only  opcaung 
to  each  waa  the  door,  over  whidi  waa  a  latUced  window  readi- 
ing  to  the  vaulted  ceilings  of  the  gallery  and  room. 

Onr  rooms  were  on  tiie  fourth  floor.  There  were  three 
rooms,  eadi  with  three  canvas  cots.  ICatemus  left  the  six 
others  to  dispose  thanselves  aa  the?  pleased.  He  and  I 
took  the  middle  room.    Quite  aa  a  matter  of  course  he  bolted 
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tba  door,  drer  hia  cot  acrou  it,  uid  as  aoon  u  I  had  oom- 
poeed  myself  to  sleep,  sat  on  his  oot  and  blew  oat  the  little 
terra-cotta  lamp. 

Next  morning  he  quite  uiaffectedly  diaciuied  with  me  what 
he  was  to  do  with  me. 

"In  Borne,  anywhere  in  Bome,"  he  said,  "yon  are  likely 
to  be  rea^inized  any  moment.  I  took  the  riafa  yesterday 
erening;  I  had  to,  I  nerer  attempt  impoeaibiiities  or  worry 
orer  manifest  necessities.  But  I  never  nm  nnneceeaaij  Tiaks. 
The  natural  thing  to  do  with  yon  is  to  leave  yoa  in  this 
room  all  day  with  two  of  my  lads  to  watch  yon.  I  do  not 
want  to  irritate  yon,  bnt  I  see  no  other  way." 

**I'll  agree  to  come  back  here  and  stay  here  quietly/'  I 
■aid,  "if  yon  will  let  me  go  ont  first  for  a  while  with  yon  <a 
any  man  or  m^i  you  dioose.  I  want  to  go  to  the  Temple  of 
Mercury  and  I  want  yon  to  give  me  back  enough  of  my  money 
to  buy  two  white  hens  to  offer  to  the  god." 

**Yon  surprise  me,"  he  said.  "I  shouldn't  have  expected 
a  man  of  your  origin  to  pay  particular  attention  to  gaining 
U»  favor  of  Mercuty,  He  is  more  in  the  line  of  men  like 
me.  I  am  fiist  and  always  devoted  to  Hithras,  of  coarse. 
But  Ifercury  comes  hi^  np  on  my  list  Tve  a  mind  to  take 
the  risk,  go  with  you  and  buy  four  hena^  two  for  you  and 
two  for  me," 

Actually  we  went  out  together  shortly  after  sunrise,  down 
the  Subura,  through  Kerva's  Forum,  and  diagonally  across 
the  Foram  itedf.  There  I  quaked,  for  fear  of  being  recog- 
nized; and  marvelled  at  the  coolness  of  Matemua.  He 
feasted  his  eyes  and  mind  on  the  gorgeoosness  about  qb,  but 
with  such  discretion  that  no  one  could  have  conjectured  that 
he  was  a  foreigner,  viewing  Bome  for  the  first  time. 

Oa  down  the  Vicus  Tuscos  we  went  into  the  meat  market, 
where  he  bought  four  plump,  young,  white  hens.  As  we 
started  on  with  them,  each  td  us  carrying  two,  he  asked  his 
Mxet  question. 

"What  building  is  that?"  nodding. 

"The  Temple  of  Hercules,"  I  told  him. 

"1  thought  so,"  he  said,  "they  always  build  his  circular. 
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WeHl  stiop  m  diets  on  trar  -nj  bade  I  uerer  nuas  s  chance 
to  ask  hia  help." 

Whereas,  whea  I  nude  M7  offering  before  mj'  flight  the 
previotu  year,  the  street  had  been  deserted,  since  I  passed 
along  it  Tithin  an  hour  after  snnrise,  now  it  was  humming 
with  xmBSTOiy  life,  the  eatiiig-BtaUs  under  the  vaults  crowded, 
tiuroQgs  abont  the  Babylonian  and  Egyptian  seera  who  prophe- 
sied anyone's  future  for  a  copper,  tawdry  hussies  leering 
before  the  doors  of  their  dens,  unsarory  louts  chatting  with 
some  of  them,  idlen  eTerywhere.  This  festering  cess-pool 
of  humani^  Matemns  regarded  with  disdain  and  cont^pt 
manifest  to  me,  bnt  carefully  concealed  behind  a  bland  es- 
pression. 

When  we  cmme  out  of  the  Temple  of  Mercury,  after  mak- 
ing  our  offering,  Matetnus  whispered: 

"Walk  very  much  at  ease  and  as  if  your  mind  were  as 
much  as  possible  at  peace;  two  men  opposite  are  watcb* 
ing  ns." 

I  assumed  my  most  indifferent  air  and  carefolly  avoided 
looking  across  the  street,  except  for  one  cautions  glance  from 
the  lowest  st^  of  the  Temple.  Then  I  glimpsed,  leaning 
against  a  pier  of  the  outer  arcade  of  the  Circus  Maiimni, 
two  men  wrapped  in  dingy  cloaks,  for  the  morning  had  been 
cooL  After  we  were  in  the  Temple  of  Hercules,  Matemoa 
asked: 

"Did  you  recognise  them?" 

"One  I  had  never  seen,"  I  replied.  "The  other  1  baTe 
seen  before,  bnt  I  do  not  know  who  b«  is  nor  where  I  have 
seen  him." 

Not  nntil  after  midnight  that  night  did  it  suddenly  pop 
into  my  head  that  be  was  the  same  man  whom  1  had  first 
seen  on  horseback  in  the  rain  on  tiie  crossroad  above  Vediam- 
nnm,  the  man  whom  Tanno  had  asserted,  was  a  professional 
informer  and  accredited  Imperial  spy,  the  man  who  had 
glanced  into  Nemestronia's  garden  and  seen  me  with  £gna> 
tins  Captto. 

After  we  left  the  Temple  of  Hercules  I  expected  him  to 
fmdnct  ma  back  to  our  lodging  for  the  d^.    Se  nevcy 
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sagg«flt«d  it,  but  kept  ms  irith  him,  stiolling  about  the  cottnl 
parts  of  the  city  as  if  he  had  nothing  to  fear,  valking  all 
round  the  ColoHaenm  and  loitering  through  the  Vicna  CTpriua, 
frankly  amused  at  the  sights  we  ssv  there. 

He  had  no  diflSculty  in  finding  ehope  of  costomera:  oa 
the  eve  of  the  FeetiTal  they  displayed  placards  calling  atten- 
tion to  their  wares.  The  flnt  we  entered  had  no  Pnetorian 
mufonns ;  but,  as  if  the  request  for  them  were  a  matter  of 
course,  its  proprietor  directed  oa  to  the  shop  of  a  cousin  of 
Ids  who  made  a  specialty  of  them.  There  I  waa  amaseci  that 
eu^  laxi^  of  law,  or  of  enforcement  of  law,  could  poMibly 
exist  as  would  permit  audi  a  trade.  There  was  eridemtty  B 
Tegular  manufacture  for  this  festival  of  costumes  emulating 
and  traTeetying  those  of  the  Imperial  Body  Guard.  We  wen 
shown  BcorcB  of  them  and  the  ahop  had  tiiem  in  a  great  pile. 

The  tunics  were  genuine  tunica  formerly  worn  by  the 
actnal  Prstorian  Guards  but  discarded  and  sold  as  worn  or 
faded.  There  were  also  many  such  kilts  and  corselets  and 
helmets.  But  as  helmets,  corselets  and  even  kilta  wore  out 
or  lost  Uieir  freahness  more  slowly  than  tunics,  there  were 
many  imitation  kilts  and  corselets  of  sheepskin  painted,  and 
many  cheap,  light  helmets  of  willow-wood,  covered  with  dog- 
akin.  But  all  these  had  genuine  plumes,  M  cast-off  plumes 
were  even  more  plentiful  than  eecond-hand  tunics. 

As  there  was  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  law  forbidding 
the  sale,  transport,  storage  or  posseBsion  of  the  weapons  of 
any  part  of  the  militai?  establishment  the  shields  and  swords 
which  went  with  the  ctffitnmes  were  all  imitations ;  flimsy,  but 
astonishingly  deceiving  to  the  eye,  even  at  a  short  distance. 
The  shields  were  of  sheep-skin  stretched  over  an  osier  frame, 
but  painted  outside  so  as  to  present  the  appearance  of  the 
genuine  Prstorian  shields.  The  baldricks  and  belts  were 
also  of  sheep-skin,  the  scabbards  of  willow-wood,  and  the 
blades  of  the  wooden  swords  of  fig-wood,  so  as  to  be  cton- 
pletely  harmless. 

When  Matemus  proposed  to  hire  twenty-one  of  these  suits 
the  proprietor  took  it  as  a  customary  tranaaction,  inspected 
Hid  counted  twen^-one  costumea  and  stated  the  chaiga  for 
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hiring  them  until  the  iaj  after  the  Festival.  Bot  he  also 
stated  that  he  did  sot  hue  costomes  except  to  his  regolar 
dutomen;  etrangerB  must  not  only  make  a  deposit  but  pro- 
dace  as  TOTichers  two  Bomana  in  good  etandiiig  and  veU 
knovn.  Seeing  HatentTis  at  a  stick  he  added,  easily  and 
at  once,  that  he  sold  oostomes  to  any  pnrcbaBer  for  cash, 
vithont  qaeetian,  and  agreed  to  repurchase  the  same  cOBtomes 
after  the  Festival  at  nine  denarii  for  every  ten  of  the  sale 
price,  if  the  coetames  were  bronght  back  in  good  condition; 
if  damaged,  he  would  even  bo  repnrchaee  them,  but  only  at 
their  damaged  value. 

MatetnTia  at  once  agreed  to  bny  on  those  terms  and,  vith- 
oat  hag^iog,  accepted  the  price  asked  and  paid  it  in  gold. 
He  then  arranged  for  porters  to  cany  the  costumes  wherp 
be  wanted  them.    This  also  was  taken  aa  a  matter  of  course. 

FcJIowed  by  the  porters  we  returned  to  our  lodging.  Uater- 
niu  left  two  portera,  with  their  loads,  in  the  coartyard  and 
with  the  third  porter  we  climbed  three  flights  of  siairt. 
The  porter  bestowed  his  huge  pack  in  my  cell  snd  there 
Hateniua  left  me  in  charge  of  three  of  the  men,  with  orders 
that  two  most  watch  me  till  he  returned.  The  third  was  to 
be  at  my  orders  to  fetch  an;  eatables  or  drinkables  I  wanted; 
to  this  man  Hatemos  gave  a  handful  of  carefully  counted 
silver  coins. 

There  I  remained  nntil  next  morning,  sleeping  all  the 
time  I  could  get  to  sleep  and  stay  asleep ;  trying  not  to  fret 
when  awake ;  and  by  no  means  displeased  with  the  food  and 
vine  brought  me. 

Uatemna  slept  that  night,  aa  the  night  previous,  with  his 
cot  across  our  dow, 

Next  morning  he  nid  to  me: 

"I  feel  nnxunially  reckless  today.  I've  been  thinking  the 
matter  over  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  on  Hie  day  of  the 
Festival,  there  will  be  thousands  of  sightseers  in  dingy  cloaks 
and  umbrella  hats.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  you  will  run 
little  risk  on  the  stieeta  anywhere  in  the  poorer  quarters  of 
the  city.  I'm  going  to  take  yoa  out  with  me  to  see  the  fun. 
We'll  keep  tax  away  from  where  Caburus  and  Coesedo  and 
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their  helpers  are  to  take  their  etanda.  Well  see  the  moming 
fun  and  then  eat  a  heartj  meal  and  sleep  all  the  aftemtxm." 

Out  we  sallied,  I  and  one  Tarlet  in  our  travelling  outfit, 
Uaternns  and  six  more  habited  as  imitation  Fnetoriane. 
Two  of  the  ruffians  had  a  pretty  taste  in  drollery  and  amused 
the  crowd  with  bnffooneriea.  Strange  to  Bay  the  crowda 
aeemed  to  think  that  they  trgTeatied  Frstoriotu  to  a  nicety 
whereas  neither  had  ever  set  ^es  on  a  Pnetorian  and  thor 
antics  were  the  product  of  mere  innate  whimsicali^. 

I  found  the  procession  really  interesting,  with  its  Toriona 
wonders  and  marrels.  I  had  nerer  been  in  Borne  at  the 
time  of  the  Feast  of  Cybele,  which  waa,  of  all  the  FeBtavala 
of  the  Gods,  peculiarly  the  poor  man'a  frolic.  And  I  had 
always  wondered  how  it  was  poasible  so  to  tame  and  train 
two  healthy  full-grown  male  lions  as  to  have  them  draw  a 
chariot  with  Demeter's  statue  through  miles  of  crowded 
a^eets.  After  seeing  them  pass  I  concluded  that  they  were 
dazed  by  the  glare,  the  crowds  and  the  noise,  and  too  cowed 
to  be  dangerous. 

At  the  license  in  the  streets  I  was  amazed.  I  saw  a  dozen 
men,  each  attired  aa  Prefect  of  the  Palace;  a  score  of  loose 
women  dressed  in  an  unmistakable  imitation  of  the  Empreos, 
consuls  by  scores  and  similar  counterfeits  of  every  honored 
official  or  acdoimed  individuaL  In  particular,  every  comer 
had  a  laborious  presentation  of  Murmez  Lncro,  tiie  most 
popular  gladiator  in  Bcone.  Almost  eqnally  frequent  were 
presentments  of  Agiliua  Beptentrio,  the  celebrated  panfa> 
mimist;  and  of  Palus,  champion  charioteer. 

And  I  saw,  amid  roars  of  lau^iter,  Jeers,  cat-calls  and 
plaudits,  no  lees  than  three  different  roisterers  got  up,  can- 
tiously  and  in  inexpensive  staffs,  but  recognizably,  as  carica- 
tures of  the  Emperor  himself;  not,  of  course,  in  his  official 
robes,  but  in  such  garments  as  he  wore  in  his  sporting  houn. 
These  audacious  merrymakers  were  ignored  fay  the  police 
and  military  guards. 

Not  long  after  noon  Matemus  declared  that  he  had  had 
enou^.  We  ate  at  a  decidedly  good  cook-shop,  where  we 
bad  excellent  food  and  good  medium  win&    Whan  I  waked 
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near  BUOMt  Katomiu  reported  that  be  had  ilept  sll  f&e 
■ftemoon:  certainlj  I  hftd. 

He  then  explained  to  me  that  he  fras  to  make  his  attempt 
in  the  Oaxdens  of  Lncios  Venu,  where  CommoduB  had  ttiis 
year  decreed  the  torchli|^t  ptocession.  He  was  again  ea>. 
tirely  frank. 

*^ODr  part,"  he  said,  "vill  be  merely  to  pcnnt  oat  Com- 
modnB  to  me.  If  I  dedde  not  to  main  any  attempt  on  him 
I  ahall  expect  yon  to  return  here  with  me  and  abide  by  what- 
ever decision  onr  auociation  makes  at  its  next  meeting:  I 
cannot  foresee  whether  they  will  vote  to  disband  or  to  plan 
■ttotba  venture.  If  I  make  my  attempt,  and  I  think  I 
ahall,  for,  apparently,  both  CabnruB  and  Goeeedo  have  blenched 
or  &iled,  since  no  rumors  of  any  excitem^it  have  reached  ns, 
yon  will  be  free  the  moment  yon  see  me  stab  Commodns. 
Ton  most  then  look  oat  for  yourself  and  fend  for  yoorself : 
yoa  and  I  are  never  fo  meet  again  onless  by  some  unimagin- 
able snies  of  miracles." 

And  he  gave  me  four  silver  pieces,  saying: 

"This  -mO.  keep  you  in  food  for  a  Icog  time,  if  you  or* 
■paring.    Good  lock!" 

Then,  habited  as  in  the  morning,  we  sallied  out,  and  ate 
at  a  cook-shop  we  had  never  before  entoed,  which  was  tuD 
of  revellera  dressed  as  votaries  of  laia,  as  Egyptians,  as  out- 
laws, as  Arabians,  as  anything  and  everything.  And  as  we 
crossed  the  city  on  our  way  to  the  Aelian  Bridge,  as  we  were 
passing  through  a  better  part  of  it,  I  was  struck  with  tiie 
craziness  of  the  costumes,  many  imitating  every  imaginable 
style  of  garfo:  Qallic,  Spani^,  Uoorish,  Syrian,  FerEian, 
Lydion,  Thradan,  Scythian  and  many  more;  but  many  also 
devised  according  to  no  s^le  that  ever  existed,  but  invented 
by  the  wearers,  in  a  mad  competition  to  don  the  most  fan- 
tastic and  bixarre  garb  imagination  oould  suggest. 

In  the  torchlit  gardens  I  perceived  at  once  that  it  would 
be  very  easy  for  Hatemne  to  edge  close  to  the  actual  body- 
guard, mingle  with  them,  pass  bimSelf  off  as  one,  get  near 
the  Emperor  and  make  a  rush  at  him.  He  had  chosen  a  spot 
irhere  the  prooeesion  was  to  circle  thrice  about  a  great  status 
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vt  Cybelfl  set  up  for  tlut  oceuion  on  a  temporuj  base  in 
the  middle  of  a  round  grass-plot  His  ides  was  that  I  waa 
tD  point  out  Commodns  to  him  on  the  first  round  and  he  to 
eoosider  the  disposition  of  the  participants  in  the  processioii 
and  make  his  attempt  on  the  second  or  third  round. 

Standing,  as  we  did,  in  the  front  row  of  a  mass  of  rerel- 
lers  packed  as  spectators  along  the  incurred  outer  rim  of  the 
ring,  we  bad  a  Bnrpassingl;  good  view  of  the  proceaaion  as 
it  entered  the  circle.  There  wwe  varions  bands  of  votaries 
and  then  six  ennnch  jsiests,  their  faces  whitened  with  flonr, 
their  garb  a  flowing  robe  of  light  rlvid  yellow,  convoying  a 
brace  of  panthers,  pacing  as  sedately  as  the  brace  of  lions 
in  the  morning  procession,  drawing  a  li^t  chariot  in  which 
sit  a  diademed,  robed  and  garlanded  image  of  Cybele,  very 
gaudy  and  garish.  Bdiind  the  diariot  paced  two  priests 
of  Cybele,  not  Phrygian  Eunuchs,  but  Soman  officials,  in 
tbeir  pontifical  robes,  a  pair  of  dignified  old  senators,  ex-con- 
sols  both,  Yitraaius  Follio  and  Flavios  Apw,  full  of  self* 
importance.  Then  came  the  Chief  Priest,  tall,  full-bearded, 
swarthy,  hia  robes  a  blase  of  gold  and  jewels,  pacing  solemnly, 
on  either  side  of  him,  as  assistant  priest,  a  young  Soman 
nobleman,  chosen  from  the  college  of  the  FontifEs  <^  Cybele, 
habited  in  very  gorgeous  robes.  One  was  Karcus  OcteTins 
Tindex,  son  of  the  ez-consul,  a  very  handsome  young  man; 
the  other,  to  my  amazement,  Talponina  Fulto. 

At  sight  of  my  life-long  enemy  who  had  always  r^nffed 
my  OTertures  towards  the  eetabliahment  of  courteous  rela- 
tions between  us,  who  had  insulted  me  a  thousand  times,  irbo 
had  sponsored  tiie  informer  whose  insinuations  had  caused 
my  downfall,  revengeful  rage  and  self -congratulation  at  n^ 
opportuni^  filled  me. 

For,  between  the  two  pompons  old  senators  and  this  digni- 
fied, E^Dwy  and  impressive  trio,  capered  a  score  of  eunudi 
priests  duhing  cymbals  and  among  them  Commodus  also 
dashing  (Tmbala  and  amazingly  garbed.  I  have  never  been 
able  to  conjecture  how  his  headgear  was  managed.  He  had 
a  band  round  his  forehead  and  from  that  band  rose  a  sphere 
of  some  li^t  material,  apparently  a  framewMk  of  wbaleboM 
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flBfaied  villi  ailk,  a  iphere  fully  «  Tsrd  in  diuneter,  all 
gleaming  with  the  aheen  of  siUc,  and  white  vith  an  nneor- 
possablfl  irhitenesfl.  Hia  robe,  or  tunic  or  whatever  it  wai, 
ma  of  the  same  or  a  similar  gloasj  white  silk.  Boond  hia 
neck  was  a  golden  collar,  and  gold  anldeta  of  a  similar  pat- 
tern clanked  on  hia  anklee.  From  the  links  or  bosses  of  the 
collar  to  the  links  or  bosses  of  the  anklets  streamed  silkeo 
TibbonB  of  the  same  intenae  light  yellow  we  had  seen  in  the 
nbea  of  the  panther-keepers.  Two  of  the  eonnch  priests 
fiumed  him  with  peacock  feather  tana,  so  that  the  ribbcHia 
flnttered  and  shimmered  in  the  torchlight  He  wore  soft 
shoes  or  slippers  of  the  aame  Tirid  yellow.  Claahing  hia 
oymbals  he  shridced  and  capered  with  the  ennnch  prieeta. 

I  was  more  than  shocked  to  see  the  Prince  of  the  Bepnblie 
w  d^rade  himself,  to  sea  him  exhibit  the  acme  of  the  craas 
lor  devising  unimaginably  fantastic  costumes  for  thia  Fes- 
tival 

Besides  being  shocked,  I  was  terrified,  even  nnmb  with 
terror.  I  knew  that  Hatemna  wootd  never  believe  me  i£  I 
indicated  this  gaping  aany  and  asserted  that  it  was  onr 
Emperor :  yet  Matemns  had  such  an  nncaimy  power  of  inter- 
preting the  expression  of  face  of  any  interlocntor  that  I 
dreaded  to  tell  him  anything  save  the  exact  truth.  I  wia 
in  a  dilemma,  equally  afraid  to  tell  the  troth,  for  fear  the 
improbabili^  of  it  wonld  infuriate  Matemna  and  convince 
him  of  my  treachery ;  or  to  take  the  obviona  coarse,  for  fear 
anne  anbUe  shade  of  my  tone  or  look  mi^t  similarly  impel 
bimto  stab  me. 

As  the  convoy  pasaed  Uatemna  whispered,  aoftly  and  on- 
hvmedly: 

"Which  ifl  he?" 

In  my  panic  I  chose  the  lass  dangerona  alternative.  Polto 
vaa  by  far  the  moat  Imperial  figure  in  the  throng;  hia  great 
hugfat,  the  fine  poiae  of  hia  head,  his  royal  bearing,  hie  regal 
ezpreaeion,  hia  stately  port,  all  contributed  to  make  him 
dominate  the  assemblago.  I  felt  that  Matemna  might  be> 
liem  him  Conunodna  and  could  never  bdieve  Commodna  u 
Xmp»or  or  even  k  Dobbk 
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I  indicsted  Pnlio,  hcu^^,  dignified,  handBome  and  aug* 
nificentlj  hibited. 

Haternna,  apparently,  bcdiered  ma  impliciUy. 

He  whispered  again. 

"I  am  Bare  to  get  him  when  they  come  round  again.  Watdt 
for  my  blow.  If  I  land  or  if  I  am  aeiaed,  fend  for  yocraelf. 
Good  lock  and  Uercnry  be  good  to  both  ot  na.    FarewelL" 

As  the  proceosion  came  round  again  I  coold  hear  my  heart 
thump;  bu^  to  my  gaze,  Matemna,  handsome  in  hia  imita- 
tion Fnetorian  oniform,  appeared  the  personification  of  calnt- 
neee. 

When  again  the  Imperial  amy  and  his  fan-bearers  and 
poetoring  eonncbs  had  passed  ns  and  the  High  Priest  and 
his  Acolytes  were  opposite  as,  Uatemna  slipped  forward  be- 
tween two  of  the  Pretorians  ot  the  esoort 

At  that  instant  I  felt  a  grip  on  my  arm  and  Agatimnw'B 
Toice  whispered: 

"Come  I" 

Together  we  slnnk  back  into  the  crowd,  and  when  the  ydl 
arose  behind  vs,  pregnmably  at  sight  of  Palto  alan^tered 
by  Matemos,  we  were  well  clear  of  the  preaa  and  in  the  act 
of  darting  into  the  ahrabbery.  In  fitct  w«  got  clear  away 
nnpnrsned,  nnmolested,  nnhinderecL 
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A  8  the  Gardens  of  Venis  are  north  of  the  Tiber  ve  had 
no  difEicol^  whatever  in  casting  a  wide  circuit  to  the 
left  and  coming  oat  on  the  Aarelian  Highway.  All  the  way 
to  it  we  had  met  no  one;  on  it  we  met  no  one.  After  strik- 
ing the  hi^way  we  walked  along  it  as  fast  as  we  dared. 
We  dionld  have  liked  to  ran  a  mile  or  two,  bat  we  were  care- 
fal  to  comport  oarsdTes  u  wayfarers  and  not  act  so  as  to 
appear  fugitives.    The  night  was  orercast  and  i»tch  dai^ 
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We  mart  hare  walked  fnlly  four  milee,  vhich  ia  abont  one 
tiiird  <^  the  wa;  to  Loria. 

Then,  bemg  tired  and  with  no  reason  whatever  for  going 
anywhere  in  particolar,  we  sat  down  to  rest  on  the  projecting 
baae-coniee  of  a  iwetentions  tomb  of  great  size  bat  modi 
neglected.  It  was  so  dilapidated,  in  fact,  that  Agathemer, 
Reeling  abont  by  where  he  sat,  found  an  apertnre  big  enoaf^ 
for  ns  to  crawl  inta  It  began  to  rain  and  we  investigated 
the  opening.  Apparently  this  huge  tomb  had  been  hastily 
bnilt  by  dishtnest  contractors,  for  here,  low  down,  where  tlu 
flnbstructnre  should  have  been  as  durable  and  solid  as  possible, 
they  had  cheapened  the  wall  by  inserting  some  of  those  big 
earthenware  jars  which  are  nnlTersally  built  into  the  upper 
parts  of  high  walls  to  lighten  the  constrnction.  A  slab  of  the 
eternal  shell  of  gaudy  marbles  had  fallen  oat,  leaving  an 
apertnre  nearly  as  big  as  the  neck  of  the  great  jar. 

As  the  rain  increased  to  a  downpour  we  wriggled  and 
■qnirmed  throng  the  hole,  barely  squeezing  oarselTea  in,  and 
found  the  jar  a  bit  dostf  but  dry  and  comfortable.  W« 
wrapped  ourselves  in  our  cloalcs,  rejoicing  to  be  out  of  the 
torrent  of  water  which  now  deeoended  from  the  sky.  Also 
we  composed  oorBelves  to  sleep,  if  we  could. 

We  discuBsed  onr  dtoatlon.  We  had  our  tonics,  cloaks, 
umbrella  hats  and  road  shoes,  but  no  staffs,  wallete  or  extras. 
Agathemer  moomed  for  his  flageolet.  Between  as  we  had 
seven  silver  denarii  and  a  handful  of  coppers ;  Matonns  had 
given  Agathemer  fonr  denarii,  as  he  had  me,  but  early  in  the 
day,  and  he  had  broken  one  te  buy  two  meals. 

He  said  that  Cabnras  had  either  feared  to  make  an  at- 
tempt on  Commodue,  or  judged  that  no  (^portnnity  pre- 
sented itself.  Of  Cosaedo  he  knew  no  more  tlun  I.  Cabnrua 
had  turned  him  over  to  two  ruffians  to  watch  and  he  had 
eluded  them  in  the  crowds  and  made  his  way  to  the  Oard^ia 
of  Venis  expressly  to  find  me,  if  possible,  and  help  me  t# 
«8cape. 

He  said  ^t  oar  coins  could  not  be  made  to  lart  ai^ 
kogth  of  time.  Nor  conld  we  well  beg  our  way  so  near  the 
cify.    Our  rtore  of  genu  in  our  amalet-btgs  was  of  no  na^ 
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because,  as  he  said,  he  ma  penonaUy  known  to  enrj  gmt- 
expert  in  Bome.  FemBia  was  the  nearest  town  to  nortb> 
ward  where  he  mi^t  hope  to  find  prompt  secret  bajrers  for 
genu  of  dabions  ownership;  Ferosia  was  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  two  foottarers^  without  wallets  and  with  only  seven 
denarii. 

We  argned  that,  whatever  happened,  the  wisest  coarse  was 
to  get  some  deep.  Agatheaier  declared  that  we  could  fast 
over  next  day  and  night,  if  necessary,  and  that  we  had  beet 
keep  in  our  hole  tUI  next  nif^t,  anyhow.  I  acceded  and  we 
went  to  slec^. 

We  were  waked  by  loud  voices  in  altercation.  The  s^ 
had  cleared,  the  late  moon  was  half  way  up,  and  we  con- 
Jectnred  that  the  time  was  abont  midway  between  midni^t 
and  dawn,  the  time  when  all  roads  are  most  deserted. 

Close  to  us,  plain  in  the  brilliant  moonlight,  were  two 
stocky  men  on  roan  or  bay  horses.  The  moonlight  was  bright 
eoou^  to  make  it  certain  that  they  were  wearing  the  garb 
of  Impnial  oourien.  The  trappings  of  their  horses,  frout- 
lefa,  saddle  doths,  saddle  bags  and  all  suited  their  attire. 

Bat  their  actions,  words,  accents  and  everything  abont 
them  was  most  discordant  with  their  horses  and  equipment. 

Both  were  so  drunk  that  they  could  just  stick  on  tiieir 
stationary  and  impassive  mounts,  so  drunk  that  they  talked 
thickly.  And  they  were  disputing  and  arguing  and  wrang- 
ling with  their  voices  raised  almost  to  a  shout.  Thickly  as 
they  talked,  we  had  listened  to  them  but  a  few  moments 
when  we  were  sure  that  th^  were  low-class  hi^waymen  who 
had  robbed  two  Imperial  couriers,  tied  and  gagged  them, 
changed  clothes  with  them  and  ridden  off  on  their  horses, 
but  had  stopped  to  drink,  raw  and  unmixed,  the  courier^ 
overgoierous  supply  of  heady  wine;  two  kid-skins,  by  their 
utterances.  Nov  they  were  reviling  eadi  oth^,  each  claim- 
ing a  larger  proportion  of  the  coins  than  he  had. 

Here  was  a  present  from  Mercury,  indeed.  It  was  a 
matter  of  no  difficulty  to  crawl  out  of  our  hole,  to  af^roach 
Carez  and  Jnnco,  as  they  called  each  other,  to  pluck  their 
daggers  from  thfdr  sheatiu  and  to  render  the  higbwaynua 
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hannless,  to  puU  them  from  their  Baddlee,  tie  their  handi 
vith  the  lashingB  of  tiwir  saddle-bags  and  to  gag  them  with 
ttripe  torn  from  their  timicfl;  for  the;  were  too  drunk  to 
know  that  they  were  being  attacked;  so  drank  that  each,  aa 
we  dragged  him  from  his  horse,  fancied  that  the  other  wu 
aseanlting  him  and  expoetuUted  at  such  unfair  behanw 
OS  the  part  of  a  pal.  So  drunk  were  they  that  both  were 
snoring  before  we  tied  their  feet  with  more  stripe  torn  fnnn 
their  tunics. 

Iiike  sacks  we  hatiled  them  oot  of  the  moonlight,  into  the 
shadow  of  the  tomb  and  then  stripped  them  except  of  their 
tonics,  fitted  on  ourselTes  the  accoutrements  they  had  stolen, 
and  thrust  them,  trussed,  ga^ed,  snoring  and  helpless,  into 
the  hole  where  we  had  taken  shelter. 

On  horseback  we  rode  like  couriers,  full  gallop,  passed 
Iioria  before  the  first  hint  of  dawn  showed  throu^  the 
moonlight  and,  about  half  way  between  Ftegena  and  Alsium 
turned  aside  into  a  lovely  little  grove  about  an  old  shritM 
of  Ops  ConsiTa,  a  grove  whose  b«iTity  and  the  openness  of 
whose  tree-embowered,  grass-carpeted  spaces  was  plain  even 
by  the  moonlight. 

As  eoon  as  it  was  light  enonj^  to  see  we  took  stock  of  ottr 
windfalL  The  horses  were  boOi  bays  and  of  the  finest;  thdr 
trappings  new  and  in  perfect  condition.  Our  attire  waa 
made  up  of  the  best  horsemen's  boots,  a  trifie  too  large  for  na, 
but  not  enough  to  be  so  noticeable  as  to  betray  na,  or  even 
enough  to  make  us  uncMofortable ;  of  horsemen's  long  tBin> 
cloaks  and  of  excellent  umbrella  hate,  all  of  the  regulation 
material,  design  and  color.  In  the  saddle>bags  were  excel- 
lent blankets,  our  despatches,  legibly  endorsed  with  the  nam^ 
Munatius  Plancus,  of  the  official  at  Marseilles  to  whom  we 
were  to  deliver  them;  and  oar  credentials,  entitling  ns  to  all 
possible  assistance  from  all  men  and  to  fresh  hones  at  all 
change-houses.  From  these  diplomas  we  learned  that  ovx 
names  were  Sablntu  Felix  and  Bruttitu  Asper. 

This  crowned  our  luck.  We  crowed  with  f^  over  th* 
unimaginably  hel[^  coinddmce  ttiat  these  difdomas  ahonld 
be  made  out  for  oonriera  with  the  very  names  which  we  hti 
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diOB^  >t  faaphaxud  at  the  oommeDcenuDt  of  oor  flight  uid 
hid  been  luing  to  each  other  ever  Bince. 

The  proTisioB  of  cash  vas  ample:  besides  plenty  of  ailTer 
there  vbb  more  than  enough  gold  to  have  carried  ns  all  the 
■way  to  Marseilles,  on  the  most  lavish  scale  of  expeoditiiTe, 
withoQt  resorting  to  our  credentials  to  g«t  tu  fr^  horses. 

We  ate  hberally  of  the  conriers'  generous  provision  (^ 
bread,  cheese,  aansage,  olives  and  figs;  well  ccmtent  to  qnenclt 
onr  thirst  at  the  spring  by  the  shrina  Then  we  mnffled 
oarselves  in  our  cloaks,  tightened  the  straps  of  our  umbrella 
hats,  jammed  Quxa  down  on  our  heads,  palled  the  brims 
over  our  faces,  moonted  and  set  off,  elated,  snre  of  ourselves, 
well  fed,  well  clad,  well  horsed,  opulent,  accredited,  gay. 

As  couriers  vary  in  their  theories  of  horse-hnsbanding  and 
in  their  practice  of  riding,  we  had  a  wide  choice,  and  elected 
to  get  every  mile  we  conld  out  of  these  fine  horses  and  not 
change  until  as  far  as  possible  from  Rome.  We  found  their 
most  natural  lope  and,  pausing  to  drink  and  to  water  them 
sparingly  at  the  loneliest  springs  we  descried,  we  pressed  on 
thnragh  or  past  the  Towers,  Fyifos,  and  Castmm  Novum 
to  Gentumcells.  That  was  all  of  forty-one  miles  from  the 
shrine  of  Ops  Consiva  and  fnll  flffy  from  Bome,  but,  partly 
because  we  had  to  spare  ourselves,  as  we  had  not  been  astride 
of  a  horse  since  we  crawied  through  the  drain  at  Villa 
Andivia,  we  so  humored  our  horses  that  we  arrived  in  • 
condition  whidi  the  oaOer  took  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
it  was  then  not  qtiite  noon,  which  we  both  considered  a  feat 
of  hoTsemanship. 

At  Centomcelle  we  ate  liberally  and  enjoyed  the  inn's 
excellent  vrine.  Also  we  set  off  on  strong  horses.  From 
there  only  the  danger  of  getting  saddle-sick  after  our  long 
disuse  of  horses  and  the  certainty  of  getting  saddle-sore,  as 
we  did,  restrained  us.  We  tore  on  through  Martha,  Forum 
Aurelii,  and  a  nameless  change-house,  spurring  and  lashing 
as  much  as  we  dared,  for  we  dared  not  disable  onrsdves  wi^ 
blisters,  changing  at  each  halt  and  getting  splendid  horsee, 
oor  dij^mas  unqneitiintad.    Thus  at  dusk  we  reached  Oobb> 
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•iotiy-rant  miles  from  C^ittuocelle  tnd  a  hTmdred  and  nine 
miles  from  Rome. 

We  dreaded  that  ve  ahonld  wake  too  sore  to  ride,  perhaps 
too  sore  to  mouot,  perhaj»  even  too  nre  to  get  out  of  bed. 
Bvt,  vlule  stiff  and  in  great  pain,  ve  managed  to  breakf  eat 
■nd  gci  airsy. 

'  That  day  we,  perforce^  rode  with  less  abandon,  thon^ 
ire  both  felt  less  discomfort  after  we  warmed  to  the  saddle. 
We  nooned  at  Bosellffi,  thirfy-three  miles  on,  and  slept  at 
Yada,  the  port  of  Volaterm,  flfiy-aiz  miles  further,  a  day  of 
td^ty  miles.  Next  day  we  were,  if  anything,  yet  eoter  and 
atiifer,  certainly  we  were  less  fri^tened.  So  we  took  it 
easier,  nooning  at  Fisa,  thirfy  miles  on,  and  sleeping  at  Lima, 
thir^-five  farther,  a  day  of  only  nxty-fiTe  miles,  rather  too 
little  for  Imperial  coariers.  Our  third  morning  we  woke 
feeling  hardened  and  fit:  we  made  thirty-nine  miles  before 
noon  and  ate  at  Bodetia ;  from  there  we  pnshed  on  forty-fire 
miles  to  Genoa,  an  eighty-four  mile  day,  more  in  character. 
At  Oraioa  we  were  for  taking  the  CMst  road.  We  were 
all  for  haste.  We  had  riddm  amazingly  wdl  for  men  who 
had  not  been  astride  of  a  horse  for  nearly  a  year;  we  had 
ridden  fairly  well  for  Imperial  couriers;  but  we  had  not 
lidden  fast  enough  to  suit  oorsdres.  From  Coaa  onward 
m  had  been  haunted  by  the  same  dread.  We  had  imagined 
the  real  Bnittius  Asper  and  Sabinna  Felix  reporting  their 
loss  of  everything  sare  their  tunics,  we  imagined  tbe  hue 
and  cry  after  us,  the  most  capable  men  in  the  secret  serrice, 
riding  fit  to  kill  their  horses  on  onr  traiL  At  Cosa,  at  Yada, 
at  Lnna  we  had  waked  dreading  to  find  the  avengers  up  with 
ns  and  ourselree  prisoners;  at  Boeelln,  at  Pisa,  at  BodetLai 
we  bad  eaten  with  one  eye  on  the  door,  expecting  every  in* 
atant  to  see  our  pnnuers  enter;  so  at  every  change-station, 
while  our  trappings  were  talun  from  onr  weary  cattle  and 
girthed  on  fresh  mounts.  So  we  were  for  the  coast  road  as 
shortest 

'  But  the  innkeeper,  who  was  also  manager  of  the  change- 
rtsbles,  told  na  that  brtween  Genoa  and  Yada  Sabatia  thi 
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lotd  mt  blocked  by  Isndslidcfl,  mahoati  and  the  dMtractioii 
of  at  least  three  bridges  by  fresbete.  He  adyised  ns  to  take 
the  csrriage-road  by  Dertona,  the  Mineral  Springe,  Crizim 
and  GanalicnnL  Bat  we  thought  of  the  pursuers  thondering 
niter  xiB  and  anyhow  we  wanted  none  of  Dertona,  recalling 
our  encounter  with  GratillnB  at  Flacentia.  We  to(^  the 
cOBBt  road,  and,  thon^  we  had  to  ford  two  streama  and  awsm 
our  horses  over  one,  althoogh  we  had  to  slide  down  slopes 
and  toil  np  others  afoot,  leading  our  horses  after  ns,  althon^ 
a  full  third  of  the  road  was  mere  ron^  track,  like  a  wild 
mountain  trail,  tiioogfa  the  distance  was  all  of  fOTty-five  miles, 
yet  we  slept  at  Vada  Sabatia,  very  thankful  to  have  done  in 
one  day  what  would  have  taken  as  at  least  three  by  the 
hundred  and  fifty-one  mile  monntain-detonr  through  Der^ 
tona,  and  still  more  thankful  for  the  lonely  safe^  of  the 
coast  road. 

From  Vada  Sabatia  the  coast  road  was  better,  but  still 
far  from  easy.  We  were  well  contoit  to  noon  at  a  tii^ 
Ghange-house  between  Albingannum  and  Albintimilinm  and 
to  sleep  at  Lamo,  aeren^-eeTen  miles  on.  N'ext  morning 
early,  only  six  miles  from  Lumo,  but  six  miles  of  hard  clim)^ 
ing  up  a  twisty,  rock-cut  road,  we  came  ont  at  ita  crest,  when 
there  is  a  wonderful  view  np  and  down  the  coast  and  oat 
southwards  to  sea,  and  there  passed  the  boundary  of  Italy 
and  entered  GauL  That  night  we  slept  at  MataToninm, 
eighty-fonr  miles  forward  and  bnt  seventy-four  miles  fmn 
Uarseillee. 

So  far  we  had  had  no  adventures,  had  been  accepted  with- 
out question  everywhere,  had  seen  no  look  of  suspicion  from 
anyone,  had  encountered  no  othn  oouriers,  except  thoae 
whom  we  met  and  passed  on  the  road,  we  and  they  lashing, 
spurring  and  hallooing  each  party  barely  visible  to  the  other 
tiirough  the  cloud  of  dust  both  raised. 

On  that  day,  our  ei^th  ont  from  Borne,  at  noon  at  T^n- 
lata,  we  had  adventure  enough. 

The  common  room  of  the  inn  was  low-ceiled,  I  oonld  have 
jumped  and  toudied  the  carved  beams  with  my  hand.  But 
it  was  very  bi:ge  indeed,  Bomething  like  thirty  yards  long  and 
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foDy  twenty  jftrds  wide,  vith  two  Toscsn  cohmmi  kbont 
iea  yards  apart  in  the  middle  of  it,  sai^rtisg  the  Berea 
great  beams,  smoke-blackened  till  their  earring  was  Uumd, 
tm  which  the  cefling^joiaU  were  laid.  The  floor  was  of  soma 
daric,  Bmooth-grained  stone,  polished  hy  the  feet  which  had 
trod  it  for  generationB;  there  were  six  wide-latticed  win* 
dowB,  and,  opposite  the  door,  a  great  fire-place,  witii  an 
•mple  chimney  above  and  fonr  bronze  cranes  for  pots  or 
Toasts.  Each  arm  had  several  chains  and  actually,  ^^ten  w« 
entered,  four  pots  were  boiling,  and  a  kid  was  roasting  over 
the  cnnningly  bedded  fire  of  dear  red  coals,  the  fiesh  can^t 
irood  at  the  back,  where  the  smoke  would  not  disflavor  the 
roasting  meat  It  was  the  moat  dvilized  inn  we  had  entered 
on  onr  poet-ride  and  spoke  of  the  nearness  of  MarsdlleSj 
tiiongh  every  detail  of  its  constrsctioQ,  furnishings  and 
methods  was  Qallic,  not  Greek. 

Unlike  oiir  inns,  where  the  drink  and  food  is  set  on  low, 
ZDund-topped,  one-l^ged,  three-footed  tables,  abont  wfaidi 
•n  idaced  the  backless  stools  or  low-backed,  wooden-seated 
chairs  os  which  the  cnstomers  sil^  it  had,  Gallic  fashion, 
big,  beavy-topped,  high-eet,  rectangular,  six-l^ged  tables 
witti  bendies  along  their  long  sides,  others  with  chairs,  like 
those  at  the  ends  of  every  table ;  solid,  higli-batied  chairs, 
oomfortabie  for  the  gnests,  whose  knees  were  well  nnder  the 
hi^-topped,  solid-legged  tables. 

Agathemer  and  I  todc  seats  at  the  table  in  the  far  comer 
to  the  right  of  the  door;  only  two  of  the  five  were  oocnpied> 
and  th^  by  but  two  at  each ;  plainly  local  cnstomers.  W« 
told  the  host  that  we  were  in  haste  and  asked  for  whatever 
fare  he  had  ready.  He  brought  ns  an  excellent  stew  of 
fowl,  with  bread  and  wine  and  recommended  that  we  wait 
till  he  had  broiled  some  sea-fleh,  saying  th^  were  small  bnt 
toothsome,  freeh-canght  and  wonld  be  ready  in  a  few  mo- 
ments. The  fish  tempted  ns,  and,  so  near  Marseillee,  we 
it^  no  hnrry  at  all,  for  we  meant  io  Icdter  on  the  road  and 
pass  the  gate  about  an  honr  before  snnse^  calcalating  that 
the  later  in  the  day  we  arrived  the  better  chance  we  had  of 
deliTering  onr  despatches,  as  we  most,  without  being  cipoaed 
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la  not  the  men  ire  peesed  for,  and  of  wunehov  duembuns** 
log  ooTsetTes  of  our  ftccontremests  end  donning  orduutj 
attire  boaght  at  some  cheap  shop. 

As  ve  sft^  tasting  the  egge,  shrimpa,  and  such  like  relishe> 
before  attadung  the  etev,  which  waa  too  hot  sa  yet,  then 
entered  two  men  in  the  attiie  of  Imperial  couriera.  Agathe- 
mer  kept  his  face,  bat  I  am  sure  I  tamed  pale.  I  expected, 
of  ooarse,  that  the;  woold  walk  over  to  oar  tables  greet  itB, 
■ok  onr  names,  and  like  ai  not  tnm  out  intimatea  of  Bm^ 
tana  A^>er  and  Sabioas  Felix,  bo  that  we  would  be  eipoaed 
then  and  there. 

Bat  they  merely  saluted,  perfunctorily,  and  took  aeata  at 
the  table  nearest  the  door  on  their  left,  diagonally  the  whole 
■pace  of  the  room  from  us.  Agathemer  and  I  returned  their 
Balnte  as  pieciaely  aa  we  could  imitate  it,  thankful  that  they 
had  saluted,  so  as  to  let  as  aee  what  the  couriers*  salute  was^ 
for  ve  had  felt  much  anxiety  all  along  the  road,  since  neither 
of  US,  often  as  we  had  seen  it^  could  recall  it  well  enoo^  to 
be  sure  of  giving  it  properly,  if  we  met  genuine  couriers,  or, 
terrible  thought,  encountered  an  inspector  making  sure  that 
the  serrice  was  all  it  should  be  and  on  the  outlook  for  irr^a- 
laritiea. 

The  nunnent  they  were  at  the  table  they  bawled  for  instant 
aerrice,  urged  the  host,  reviled  tiie  slaves,  fell  on  their  food 
like  wolves,  eating  greedily  and  horriedly  and  guzzling  their 
vine.  We  could  catch  most  of  their  orders,  but  of  thdr 
almost  equally  loud  converaation,  since  they  ta^d  with  their 
mouths  full,  we  caught  only  the  words  "Dertona"  and 
"Crizia";  these  comforted  as;  either  they  had  left  Home 
before  ub  and  we  had  overtaken  them,  or  they  came  from 
Ancona  or  somewhere  on  the  road  from  Ancona  to  Dertona 
or  more  likely  from  Aquileia,  or  somewhere  on  the  road  from 
it,  or  perhapa  even  from  beyond  it. 

They  disposed  of  relishes,  boiling  stew,  a  monntaio  of 
bread,  and  a  lake  of  wine,  besides  olives  and  fruit,  in  an 
incredibly  short  time,  and  thai,  again  perfunctorily  salutdng 
UB,  rushed  out. 

Our  fiah  bad  joat  been  served  and  were  as  good  as  prophe* 
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sled.  A  xaomflnt  after  the  ecdt  of  ihe  couriers  then  oitend 
■  pltunp,  pompous  iadividiul,  every  line  of  whose  person  and 
attire  adTertised  him  a  local  dandy,  vhile  ever;  lineament 
and  expression  of  his  face,  bis  every  attitude  and  moTement, 
vqnally  proclaimed  him  a  biiBjbod;. 

He  walked  straight  to  oar  table,  bowed  to  m  and  nodded 
to  one  of  the  slave-vaiters,  who  instantly  and  obseqnionsly 
Taniahed.  Onr  new  table-companion  at  once  entered  into 
conversation  with  na,  speaking  civillj,  but  with  an  irritating 
■elf -sufficiency. 

"Gentlemen,"  he  said,  "I  am  acquainted  with  many  of 
jonr  calling  who  pass  tlirongh  here,  but  I  do  not  recall  har- 
ing  ever  seen  yon  before.  Hy  estates  are  near  T^ulata  and 
I  am  chiefly  concerned  with  wine-growing.  My  wines,  in- 
deed, are  reckoned  the  beet  between  Baterne  and  Terona. 
My  name  is  Valerius  Donnotaame;  may  I  know  yours  P" 

I  kept  my  eyes  on  his  face  as  I  introduced  Agathemer  as 
BrottiuB  Asper  and  be  me  as  Sabinns  Felix.  It  seemed  to 
me  that  his  expression  was  not  altogetiier  free  from  a  mo- 
mentary gleam  of  suspicion;  but  my  anxie^  might  have  seen 
what  was  not  there,  I  could  not  be  sure.  At  any  rate  he 
bowed  politely,  asked  me  whence  we  came,  when  we  had  left 
Borne,  and  the  latest  news.  He  commended  our  speed  and 
«OT  having  overcome  the  difBculties  of  the  coast  road  between 
Genoa  and  Vada  Sabatia, 

The  waiter,  according  to  some  subtle  characteristic  of  his 
nod,  brought  wine  for  three,  which  he  assured  ns  was  wine 
from  his  estates,  though  not  his  best,  yet  worth  trying,  and 
he  invited  us  to  drink  with  him.  We  could  not  well  refuse 
and  we  were  ^ad  to  be  able  to  praise  the  wine,  which,  for 
Gallic  wine,  was  really  not  so  bsd.  Before  we  had  finished 
onr  fish  he  excused  himself  and  went  oat 

We  dallied  with  oar  food,  coimting  on  giving  the  two 
coariers  time  to  get  away  before  we  came  out  into  the 
oonrtyard.  But  we  learned  afterwards  that,  as  we  had  shown 
onr  credentials  and  ordered  fresh  horses  before  we  entered 
tiie  inn,  the  change-master  would  not  give  them  the  two 
beet  horses  wiiich  he  was  holding  ready  for  os  and  had  in  the 
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yard  no  other  haima.  They  bad  demaoded  our  freeb  hantg, 
cursed  him  and  blustered,  but  conld  not  move  him  and  w 
ireie  still  berstinf  bim  when  Doonotaunu  came  oat  to  them. 
He,  after  introducing  himself,  asking  their  names  and  roat« 
and,  commiserating  them  on  the  poor  supply  of  horses,  had 
casoall;  inquired  vhetber  they  irere  acquainted  vith  two 
conriers  named  Bmttdns  Asper  and  Sabinus  Felii.  On  theiT 
answering  that  they  knew  both  of  them  be  bad  chatted  s 
while  longer  and  then  asked  them  to  reSnter  with  him  the 
inn's  common-room,  alleging  that  they  conld  Bssiet  him  on 
an  important  matter  toncbing  the  service  of  the  Emperor. 
According  to  the  change-master,  who  told  ns  all  this  later, 
they  had  complied  in  a  hedtating  and  onvilling  manner,  as 
if  nnmb  and  bewildered. 

We,  dallying  orer  some  excellent  fruit  and  the  not  on* 
palatable  wine,  knowing  nothing  of  all  this,  saw  the  threo 
reenter  together  and  approach  ns,  the  couriers  looking  not 
only  reluctant,  but  dazed :  np  to  ns  Donnotanms  led  tbem. 

"Do  you  know  these  gmtlemen  7"  he  demanded. 

'^emr  set  eyes  on  ihem  in  my  life,"  one  of  them  dii' 
claimed.     The  other  nodded. 

"I  thought  so  I"  DonnotauruB  cried.  "These  men  claim  to 
be  Bmttins  Asper  and  Sabinns  Fdix.  Yon  say  you  know 
Bmttina  Asper  and  Sabinns  Felix.  You  do  not  know  theM 
men.  Therefore  they  are  passing  under  false  names.  They 
are  not  Imperial  couriers,  but  some  of  the  scoundrels  who 
have  been  posing  as  Imperial  couriers  and  osing  the  po«t-roads 
for  their  own  private  ends.  I  thank  yon  for  assisting  me  to 
expose  them.    It  now  remains  to  anest  them  t" 

I  had  thought  when  the  two  entered  first  and  saluted  na 
that  their  expression  of  face  was  queer ;  now  it  was  queerer : 
they  looked  like  some  of  the  deer  we  had  seen  in  the  ne^ 
pocket  at  Spinella,  frantic  to  escape  and  seeing  no  way  out. 

One  mumbled  something  about  having  barely  seen  Bmttina 
Asper  and  Sabinns  Felix  and  not  being  sore  that  we  were 
not  they.    Bnt  Sonnotanrna  neither  heard  nor  heeded. 

"Here,  TectoeaxI"  he  called  to  the  boat,  "come  help  na 


GAXX0PIN6  trr 

inesttiieseitteni  Theygrebogrul  Thersreahuul  Tiuj 
•re  not  coari»aI" 

"One  man  Brrest  two  I"  ttie  host  demniTed. 

*^  only  w&at  your  help,"  Donnotaurua  bawled.  "Call 
Aiecomos  and  the  ostlers.     They  can  make  short  work  of  if 

At  this  point  Agathemer  found  his  voice,  and  he  spoke 
steadily,  coolly  and  firmly,  even  with  a  bit  of  a  drawl. 

"Don't  do  anything:  you  will  have  to  he  sorry  for,"  he  said. 
"Better  not  make  any  mistake." 

At  hia  utterance  tiie  two  couriers  were  manifestly  wtm 
more  uncomfortable  than  before.  But  Dannotaums  onlj 
bawled  loader  to  the  host. 

"I  don't  arrest  traveller^''  the  host  protested,  *^  feed  'em. 
Arecomus  don't  arrest  travellers,  he  horsea  'enL  AnyhoWj 
lliere's  no  magistrate  here;  talking  of  arresting  is  folly. 

''And  I  widi  you'd  quit  jour  foolishness,  Donnotaunu. 
This  is  &«  third  row  you're  started  here  within  six  months. 
You're  giving  my  inn  a  bad  name  and  mining  my  trade. 
You're  my  best  customer,  yourself,  but  you  are  more  nui- 
sance than  all  the  rest  of  my  customers  put  together.  I'd 
rather  you'd  move  out  of  the  neighborhood  or  keep  away 
from  my  inn  than  go  on  with  such  nonsense.  I  don't  want 
Anybody  arrested  on  my  premises  or  threatened  with  arrest. 
And  you've  nothing  to  go  on  in  this  case,  anyhow." 

Donnotaunis  appeared  at  a  loss,  but  obstinate  and  about 
to  insist,  when  the  doors  opened  and  there  entered  a  bevy  of 
staff  officers,  all  green  and  gold  and  blue  and  silver,  clustered 
about  a  huge  man  in  the  full  regalia  of  a  general,  his  crimson 
plumes  nodding  above  his  golden  helmet,  his  crimson  cloak 
dangling  about  his  golden  cuirass,  his  gilt  kilt-straps  gleam- 
ing over  his  crimson  tunic-skirt.  There  was  no  mistaking 
that  incredible  expanse  of  face,  seemingly  as  big  as  the  body 
of  sn  ordinary  man,  those  bleary  gray  eyes  under  the  sha^^ 
eyebrows,  their  great  baggy  lower  lids,  the  heavy  cheeks  andl 
the  vast  sweep  of  russet  beard. 

It  was  PescenniuB  Niger  himself! 

As  he  was  later  proclaimed  Emperor  and  norroirij  i 
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wereoming  Iub  ccHnpetitoTB  nai  emerging  mister  of  flie 
vorld,  the  mere  encoimter  has  a  certain  interest.  Its  detailed 
I  think,  even  more. 

Up  tis  ns  he  strode. 

"Whafs  all  thia?"  he  demanded  in  his  big,  anthoritatin 
voice.    Agathemer  and  I  stood  up  and  sainted. 

I  expected  Agathemer,  vho  knev  the  value  of  speaking 
fitgt,  to  anticipate  Donnotaanu,  but  he  let  Donnotaoms  give 
his  version  of  the  a&ir. 

"I'm  competent  to  decide  this,"  said  Fescennios,  "and  I 
■haU." 

And  he  eyed  ne,  asking:  "What  have  700  two  to  sa;?" 

"In  the  first  place,"  said  Agatiiemcr,  'T.  ask  yoo  to  exam- 
ine our  papera." 

He  took  from  the  seat  of  his  chair,  where  he  had  placed 
it  as  he  stood  np,  oar  despatch  bag,  opened  it,  and  displayed 
its  contents ;  the  package  of  despatches,  oar  credentials,  and 
the  diploma  entitling  us  to  change  of  horses,  with  the  en-' 
dorsement  of  each  change-master  from  Centumcelhe  onwards. 

Pescennins  examined  these  meditatively. 

"These  papers,"  he  said,  "are  in  perfect  order.  But  they 
do  not  ■pitiv$  that  jrou  are  the  men  named  in  them  tbon^ 
they  incline  me  to  believe  it.  I  should  believe  it,  but  these 
men  deny  that  you  are  Bruttius  Asper  and  Sabinns  Felix." 

"And  why  do  they  deny  it?"  Agathemer  queried  trium- 
phant^- "Why,  because  they  were  caught  by  this  busybody 
and  asked  whether  they  knew  Bruttius  Asper  and  Sabinns 
Felix  and  they  said  they  did;  then  haled  in  here  by  him  and 
confronted  with  us  and  asked  whether  they  knew  us  and  of 
course  said  th^  did  not,  as  they  did  not.  And  why  do  they 
not  know  us?  Because  they  are  not  couriers  at  all,  but  men 
passing  thranselves  off  as  couriers.  Our  papers  are  in  perfect 
order,  as  yon  say.  Ask  them  for  their  papers.  They  haven't 
•nyl" 

By  the  faces  of  the  two  I  saw  that  Agathemer  had  guessed 
right.  They,  in  fact,  were  impostors.  They  had  no  des- 
patchee,  no  credentials,  no  papers  at  all,  except  a  diploma 
with  entries  from  Bononia,  through  Farma,  Flacentia  and 
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<nA8tidiam  to  Dertona  and  so  (Hurarda ;  a  difdoma  n  mani- 
festly a  climu^  forger;  that,  at  sight  of  it,  I  wondei«d  bor 
it  had  fooled  the  Btnpideet  change-master. 

PescennioB  barely  glanced  at  it  To  his  apparitora  he 
■aid: 

"Arrest  then  three  I" 

la  a  trice  Donnotaaras  and  the  tvo  impoetora  were  id^ed. 

To  as  he  said: 

"Gentlemen,  I  apcdogiae  for  having  donbted  yon,  eren  fox 
a  momeDt.  And  I  thank  yon  for  having  bo  cleverly  and 
quietly  exposed  theae  precioiu  gentry.  I  shall  keep  an  eye 
on  them  and  on  Has  local  meddler;  I'll  investigate  them  in 
Marseilles. 

"Heantime  I  most  eat  So  111  remain  here.  Ton  are  in 
haste  and  yon  have  e&ten.  Your  horses  are  ready.  I  need 
not  detain  you.  I'll  see  you  at  MarBeiUes  tomorrow.  I  con- 
gratulate yon  on  your  horsemanship.  To  haw  overtakeD 
me,  even  when  I  am  travelling  by  carriage,  is  no  xaean  ez> 
ploit    I  am  |deased  to  have  nude  year  acquaintance." 

And  be  bade  us  fazewell,  allowed  na  to  pass  out,  and  seated 
himwfflf  at  our  table. 


CHAPTEH  XIX 

MABSXmdS  IND  IIBSB  WKABt 

WE  rode  the  first  mile  at  full  gallop  and  then  alowect 
to  an  easy  canter  which  permitted  of  conversation. 
All  the  way  to  Calcaria  we  discosaed  our  situation,  prospects 
and  [Jans.  We  revised  our  previous  view  and  agreed  that 
we  had  best  not  be  too  kte  entering  MsTBeilles,  as  we  mif^t 
not  have  time  to  buy  cloaks,  hats  and  footgear,  change  end 
get  lid  of  our  equipment  and  find  lodgings. 

Then  again,  of  course,  we  fell  into  a  panic  at  the  idea 
of  riding  into  Couriers'  Headquarters  and  perhaps  facing  a 
ioxok  men  who  knew  Sabiuoa  Felix  and  Bruttins  Aqter  aa 
irell  as  we  knew  each  other.    We  went  over,  for  the  tentti 
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time,  a  8«iei  of  sbsiiTd  snggeetlona  tnd  tried  to  oonoeiTe 
some  my  hj  which  we  might  aneak  in  et  some  other  g»t» 
than  that  to  which  oar  road  led,  might  avoid  deliTerlng  onr 
deepat(^ea  and  might  find  ooraelTes  safe  in  ordinary  dothes 
in  some  obscure  lodging. 

But  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  bij^y 
snsiHcious  to  act  otherwise  than  as  granine  conriers  would 
act.  There  was  nothing  for  it  bnt  io  ask  onr  way  to  Coorien* 
Headquarters,  which  would  not  arouse  snepicion,  since  oonrieis 
unacquainted  with  Uareeilles  must  be  constantly  arriving 
ther^  as  green  or  shifted  conriers  did  at  all  cities;  to  rida 
boldly  in ;  to  take  what  came  if  we  were  exposed,  to  deliver 
onr  despatcheB  and  stroll  out  for  an  airing  if  we  bad  luck. 

Eyso.  if  we  had  lock  so  far  I  could  not  forecast  our  being 
able  to  buy  ordinary  clothing  and  change  into  it  without 
causing  suspicion,  investigation,  and  oar  anest  and  ruin. 
Agatbemer  argued  that,  if  UatfoniiB  conld  find,  in  Borneo  s 
bath  where  we  could  bathe  without  anyone  so  much  as  notie- 
ing  our  brand-ma^  and  aconrge-scars,  he  ought  to  be  able 
to  find  in  wicked,  easy-going  HarseiUea  a  shop  whose  pro- 
prietor would  ask  no  question  except  had  we  the  cash.  I 
iras  palpitating  with  panic  and  could  foresee  in  a  shopkeeper 
only  an  informer,  greedy  for  a  reward  for  our  appr^ensioo. 

Agatbemer  asked: 

"Didn't  I  get  ns  out  of  our  troubles  at  Tegnlata?" 

"Ton  certainly  did  1"  I  rq>lied.    "To  a  marveL" 

"Well,"  he  pnrsued,  "I  have  full  confidence  in  my  intuitior 
and  my  resourcefulness.  I  feel  that  I  can  get  us  out  of 
our  troubles  at  Marseilles,  if  you  will  let  me  altme  and  not 
interfwe." 

"I  certainly  wont  interfere,"  I  said,  "to  spoil  any  diancs 
you  think  you  see.  If  yon  see  (me,  signal  me  and  I'll  let  you 
use  all  your  dexteri^." 

After  that  we  rode  evenly  to  Calcaria  and  evm  gaily  from 
there  to  Marseilles,  which  we  entered  about  two  hours  before 
sunset  of  a  mild,  fair,  delightful  afternoon. 

The  gate-guard  took  our  questions  as  a  matter  of  course 
and  directed  us  to  Couriers'  Headquarters.    There  we  found 
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tadj  one  rery  stupid  Qallic  proviiicul  in  charge^  irith  s  ftv 

"I,"  said  he,  "am  Oaius  Valerius  ProciUuB." 

And  he  fingered  the  package  of  deepatchee,  qreing  U 
meditatively.     I  quaked,  but  kept  my  countenanoe. 

He  ^ed  at  yet  longer,  but  made  no  comment,  wrote  oat 
a  foimal  receipt  for  the  deapttdiee,  band«d  it  to  Agathnner 
and  aaid: 

"MnnatiOB  vill  not  be  back  here  at  Headqaarterg  till  t(v 
morroir.  So  I  aumot  tell  yon  whether  yon  will  hare  a  day 
or  more  of  reet,  which  yon  have  earned,  or  mnet  set  off  again 
at  once.  Nor  can  I  tell  yon  whether^  when  yon  do  eet  off, 
ji  will  be  back  to  Some,  or  onward  with  some  of  these  eanu 
despatches  to  Spain  or  Britain  or  Germany. 

"Hake  the  most  of  your  time  for  rest  and  refreehment. 
Ton  are  free  till  tomorrow  at  nurlse.  Dnnao  will  ahoir 
yon  your  quarteis." 

And  ha  beckoned  one  of  the  slaves. 

Headquarters  was  a  low  rectangle  of  two  stories  only, 
bnilt  of  some  stone  like  lime-stone,  roofed  with  red  tiles  and 
aet  about  a  spacions  courtyard.  The  ground  fioor  seemed 
mostly  stables ;  but,  beaidee  the  t^Kce  in  which  we  had  found 
Frocillns,  it  had  otiier  office  rooms,  a  common-room,  and  we 
glimpsed  a  bath  and  a  kitchen.  Dromo  led  us  np  the  atone 
stair  and  along  the  colonnaded  portico  of  the  second  fioor  tt 
clean  rocoDa,  provided  with  comfortable  oots,  chests,  stooli^ 
and  not  much  else. 

We  threw  our  wallets  on  our  cota  and  sat  on  stools.  Ai 
ioon  as  Dromo  was  gone  we  op»ied  our  wallets,  made  our> 
•elves  comfortable,  disposed  all  our  money  about  as  in  the 
body-belts  we  had  bought  at  Qenoa  and  went  out,  unopposed 
Wid  apparently  unremarked. 

Through  the  lively  streets  of  Marseilles,  in  the  melloir 
glow  of  the  evening  sunshine,  we  made  for  the  harborside, 
Agathemer  nosing  the  air  like  a  dog  on  the  scent  Fresmt^ 
be  remarked : 

"We  are  sot  far  from  what  I  am  looking  for." 

And  he  tamed  up  a  aide  street  to  our  right.    As  we  took 
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tem  after  tuxD  eadi  ttnet  wm  len  aavcFry  and  toon  di>> 
reputable  tban  the  Jet  till  ve  were  in  a  eoit  of  alley  pop** 
lated  it  seemed  by  elattemly  trulls  and  trollope. 

"This,"  said  Agathetoer,  "is  the  quarter  of  the  tmm  I  am 
after,  but  not  quite  the  part  of  it  I  want." 

At  the  «nd  of  the  alley  he  questioned  a  boy,  a  typical  Kar- 
■nllea  street  gamin.  The  lad  nodded  and  led  ua  atall  to 
our  right,  doubling  back.  After  two  or  three  tums  Agatho- 
mer  was  for  diBmissing  him.  But  ihe  lad  insisted  on  oon- 
Toying  us  to  some  definite  destioation  be  had  in  mind. 

Agattiemer  displayed  a  coin. 

"Ttiu  that  and  get  out  and  you  are  irricome  to  it>**  ha 
Mid.  "If  you  do  not  agree  to  get  out  and  to  take  it,  yoB 
get  nothing." 

The  boy  eyed  his  face,  took  the  coin,  and  Tanished. 

Unescorted  we  strolled  along  a  clean  street,  all  whitewadied 
blank  lower  walls  and  latticed  overhanging  balconies ;  in  the 
Tails  every  door  was  fast;  throu^  the  lattices  I  tbon^t 
I  disoemed  eyee  watching  us. 

Ahead  of  us  a  lattice  opened  and  two  faces  looked  out.  Hi 
fact  two  girls  leaned  out.  Their  typo  was  manifest:  well* 
boused,  well  clad,  well  fed,  Inxuriona,  looee-living,  li^it- 
liearted  minxes. 

One  was  plump,  full-breasted,  merry-faced,  with  intoiaely 
black  and  j^osey  hair,  a  bronette  complexion  and  in  ber 
dbeeks  a  great  deal  of  brilliant  color,  which  I  afterwardB 
found  WBB  all  her  own,  but  which  at  first  I  todc  for  paint. 
She  wore  a  gown  of  a  yellow  almost  as  intense  as  the  garb 
ct  the  priests  of  Cybele  in  the  Gardens  of  Vema.  Its  insist* 
•nt  yellow  was  intensified  and  set  off  by  a  girdle  of  blai^ 
■ilk  cords,  braided  into  a  complicated  pattern,  and  by  shoulder- 
knots  of  black  silk,  with  dangling  fringes,  and  by  black  ailk 
lacings  along  her  smocked  sleeves. 

Her  companion  was  tall  and  slender  and  melancholy  faced, 
hex  hair  a  dull  icddisb-gold  or  golden-red,  her  face  withoat 
oolor  and  a  bit  freckled,  her  gown  of  pale  blue. 

The  black-haired  girl  called; 

'You've  had  a  long  xid*  and  yoa  deatrra  recreatitm  voi 
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nfreshswDt.  Come  in.  We  don't  knov  yon  two,  bat  we 
bare  enteitftmed  couriers  belort  Uul  This  ia  the  place  for 
yon." 

"Ah,  n^  deu,"  Agatbemer  npHed,  "we  not  coily  heve 
had  ft  long  ride  but  we  may  have  to  set  out  (m  a  Icmger  to- 
morrow, and  yoa  know  the  prorerb: 

"  IJ^t  lovers  aie  seldom  long  lopera.' " 

"U  yoa  were  too  much  disinclined  to  being  li^t  loven," 
the  girl  retorted,  '^on'd  never  be  strolling  down  this  streeL 
Come  in  I" 

"My  dear,"  said  Agathemer,  "we'd  love  to  come  in.  But 
xamember  the  proverb: 

"  'Gay  girls  are  not  good  for  great  gallopers.' " 

"Oh,  hang  yqor  proverbs/'  the  girl  laughed  down  at  ns. 
"I  don't  know  what  yon  are  ap  to,  but  J  like  you.  You 
don't  look  as  austere  as  you  talk.  And  I  don't  mind  your 
asceticism.  If  you  don't  appreciate  the  entertainment  t^- 
fered  yoa,  yoa  can  have  any  sort  of  entertainment  you  prefer, 
A  goblet  of  wine  and  an  hour's  chat  won't  enervate  yoa  or 
make  you  lesa  fiL    Ccooe  in." 

A  horrible  old  Indian  woman,  one-eyed,  obeee,  clean  oton^ 
of  body  and  ck)thing,  bat  a  fool  old  beast  for  all  that,  let 
OS  in. 

Agathemer  introdoced  me  as  Felix  and  himself  as  Axper. 
The  merry  dark-haired  giri  was  named  Doris  and  her  lan- 
guorous comrade  Nebris.  A  more  garish  and  gaudy  creatnre 
than  Doris  I  have  never  beheld.  I  was  struck  with  her  pro- 
fusion of  jewels,  mostly  topazes,  but  also  many  carbondea 
and  garnets;  rings,  bracelets,  a  necklace,  a  hair-comb  and 
many  big-headed  hair  pins.  Nebria  was  equally  bejewelled 
vith  turqooises  and  opals,  but,  somehow,  they  did  not  glitter 
like  the  jewelry  on  Dqiis,  bat  partook  of  their  wearer's  snb- 
doed  coloring.    Aa  fteris  remarked  next  day : 

"Nebris  is  very  graceful  and  almost  pret^;  but  she  was 
bom  faded,  and  nofliing  can  brighten  her." 

We  found  the  girls  housed  in  as  neat;  cosy  and  charming 
a  little  nest  as  heart  could  wish  for.  The  atriom  was  tiny, 
tiie  oonr^ard  was  tiny,  everything  was  tiny.    But  it  all  had 
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An  ftir  vfaich  pnt  as  at  our  ease  ssd  ma^  na  feel  at  home. 
Doris,  the  dark-haired,  red-cheeked,  fall-contoured  lasa,  was 
jdainly  much  taken  with  Agatbemer  and  he  with  her;  I 
Always  had  a  weakness  for  red-headed  girls  and  felt  genn- 
inelj  pleased  that  Kebris,  her  long-limbed,  long-fingered, 
pale-akinned,  blorred,  bleached  comrade  seemed  eqoal^ 
taken  with  ma  The  sofas  of  the  tiny  trieiimum  were  soft 
and  comfortable  and,  after  eight  days  in  tiie  saddle,  witbont 
a  bath,  we  were  glad  to  loU  on  them.  The  wine  was  good  an^ 
without  any  effort,  the  four  of  ns  fell  into  cheerful  chatter 
about  nothing  in  particular.  I  complimented  Doris  on  her 
dwelling  and  its  furnishings  and  i^  at  once  insisted  on 
efaowiog  lis  all  over  it :  the  kitchen,  bath  and  latrine  beyond 
the  tiny  courtyard  and  upstairs  a  second  trit^inium,  as  tin; 
SB  that  below,  aud  four  tiny  bed-rooms,  with  handsomely 
carved  beds,  piled  with  deep,  soft  feather  beds  and  feather- 
pillows.  Doris  and  Nebiia  each  had  her  bed-room  famished 
fo  harmonize  with  her  own  coloring.  I  complimented  both 
oti  their  taste. 

In  Ndsris'a  room  Agatbemer  spied  a  flageolet 

"Do  yon  play  on  this?"  he  aslnd. 

"Sometimes,"  she  said,  "but  Doris  declares  that  my  mnaic 
makes  her  melancholy,  if  s  so  dismal." 

"I'll  play  yon  any  number  of  lirely  tunes,"  Agaihemer 
promised,  possessing  himself  of  the  flageolet. 

Wfl  all  went  down  into  the  lower  triclinuim,  where  we  bad 
left  the  wine,  and  Agathemer  charmed  the  girls  with  faia 
music  and,  indeed,  enlivened  me  as  much  as  them. 

After  a  score  of  tunes,  while  our  first  gobleta  of  wise  wen 
not  yet  emptied,  Agathemer  said: 

'Telii,  I  beliere  I  see  a  way  out  of  our  tronbles." 

"Aaper,"  I  replied,  "I  leave  it  all  to  you." 

"Doris,  my  dear,"  said  Agathemer,  "we  are  not  Imperial 
Gonriers  at  alL" 

Doria  stared. 

"Yon  mean  it?"  she  asked. 

"So  help  me  Hercules,"  said  Agathemer  aolemnfy. 
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"Well,"  ahe  meditated,  wittt  ft  sharp  intaln  of  her  breath. 
^^OQ  fooled  ma  I  thought  jon  vere  genoine.  Hov  did 
yoa  come  in  this  rig?" 

"We  belong  in  Rome,  both  of  \a,"  Agathemer  b^an. 
"How  ire  came  in  Flacentia  is  no  put  of  the  story.  Bat 
Vfl  were  in  Placaitia  and  we  got  into  trouble.  It  waant 
wriouB  trouble;  we  hadn't  killed  anybody,  or  stolen  anything^ 
or  cheated  anybody ;  but  it  was  trouble  eoongb  and  aplenty 
and  w«  decided  to  get  out  of  Flacentia.  Boadii,  road-hoose^ 
the  towns  wouldn't  have  been  healthy  for  ua  just  then,  so 
we  took  to  the  monntains.  Not  as  biigsnde,  yon  understand^ 
but  we  hadn't  much  cash  and  coin  will  go  farther  in  the 
mountains  than  anywhere  else;  and  the  weather  was  fine 
and  we  meant  to  camp  out  all  we  could  and  stay  out  all 
■ummer  and  let  things  blow  over.  It  was  hot,  burning  hot 
and  we  blundered  on  a  cave,  a  nice,  big^  airy  dry  care.  We 
vent  in  to  cool  off  and  aleep.    And  we  slept  sound." 

Then  he  told  our  entire  story,  just  as  it  happened,  item. 
•nr  capture  by  Matemus  and  his  band,  all  down  to  BonM^ 
into  the  Gardens  of  Verua,  out  along  the  Aurelian  Highway 
anumg  the  tomb%  all  about  the  two  drunken  robbers  in  tlM 
moonlight,  all  about  our  gallop  along  the  coast,  all  about  oar 
tficounter  with  Pescenniua  N'iger. 

,  Nebris  kept  looking  fiom  Agathoner  to  ne,  her  pale  gr^ 
eyes  wide;  bat  Doria  kept  her  snapping  brown  cr^es  on  A^tbe- 
mer'a  face  from  his  first  word  to  his  last. 

"My  I"  she  cried,  "yon  have  had  adventures  1  Or  you  are 
the  bluest  liar  and  tiie  cleverest  story-teller  I  ever  met  If 
yon  invented  that  story  you  deserve  help  as  a  paragon  among 
unprovisatorsj  if  yoa  had  all  these  adventures  yoa  deserve 
help  tot  times  over  and  yoa  certainly  need  it.  Somehow  I 
believe  yoa.  I'll  help  yoa  all  I  can.  Yea  are  in  the  right 
place." 

And  she  called: 

"Mother,  tell  Farmenio  to  find  Alopez  and  bring  him  to 
me  at  once.    Tall  him  to  be  quick." 

One  of  the  slaves  -weai  out,  ni^niTning  the  door  after  him. 
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"DoriB,"  said  Ndnis,  "can  70a  isally  gave  Uiese  lads  7* 

"I  can  I"  Dorie  assnied, 

"With  FeBcennias  TSiget  after  them?"  NebrU  quTered. 
■    "Even  with  Pesceimnia  Niger  after  them,"  Dora  declared. 

"Yon  mnst  remember,"  ehe  went  od,  "that  Fescenniiu  told 
-these  lads  he  would  not  expect  to  see  them  till  tomorrow 
morning.  That  gives  me  till  dark  to  set  things  going  and 
till  about  two  hours  after  sunrise  to  finish  the  job.  TJnlesB, 
indeed,  mesaengera  annonncing  the  robberj  of  tiie  real  SaM- 
niis  Felix  and  Bnittins  Asper  happen  to  overtake  Peecennina 
at  Tegnlata  or  bebreen  th^re  and  Uarseilles.  Eren  then  be 
can  hardly  get  on  these  lads'  trail  before  daric  I  think  we 
■hall  be  ^le  to  get  tbese  lads  away  safe,  no  matter  what 
happens.  Anyhow  lei^s  be  cheerful  and  make  tbe  beat  <A 
thingB." 

And  ahe  filled  our  gobleta. 

Alopex  conld  not  hate  been  far  away.  Teij  shorily  «• 
heard  the  door  open  and  shnt  and  a  yonth  came  in,  iriiom 
Boris  introdaoed  as  Alopez.  A  more  repalfiire  being  I  hare 
never  seen.  He  was  of  medium  height,  slender,  habited  in 
the  embroidered,  be-fringed  garb  fashionable  among  Uar- 
seilles dandies,  his  hair  curled  and  perfumed,  his  &ce 
much  like  a  weasel's,  his  complexion  like  cold  porridge.  I 
then  had  my  first  g^mpse  of  a  Marseilles  pimp,  and  I  never 
want  to  see  another.  To  me  he  looked  capable  of  any  mean- 
ness, of  any  treachery,  of  any  dishonor,  of  any  crime. 

"Alopex,"  Doris  commanded,  "look  these  gentlanen  over 
and  take  their  measnre,  then  go  ont  and  buy  hats,  cloaks, 
boots  and  wallets  for  them,  suitable  for  a  sea-voyage,  as  in- 
conspicuoQS  as  possible,  durable  and  water-proof.  Get  a 
porter  and  bring  them  back  with  yon,  in  a  bag,  so  no  one  on 
the  streets  will  know  what  the  porter  is  carrying.    Be  qnick." 

"Six  gold  pieces,"  said  Alopez. 

"If  yon  spend  six  gold  pieces  on  that  outflt,"  said  Doris, 
'^on  are  an  sas ;  yon  shall  have  six  gold  pieces,  but  bring  back 
s  reasonable  sum  in  change,  after  paying  the  porter." 

I  gave  Alopex  aix  gold  pieces  and  he  went  out. 

"When  he  comes  ba^"  Agathemer  asked^  "can  ha  pilot  in 
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ti>  A  bftih  wben  ire  ehsll  be  as  aafe  u  Felix  iru  in  Borne  in 
the  bath  which  Maternus  knew  of?" 

'^e  can  and  he  Bhall,"  Done  relied.  "Yoa  two  certainly 
need  a  bath:  and  however  yon  are  marked  by  scourgea  and 
brandfl,  the  marks  won't  be  noticed  at  the  bath  to  which  he 
will  lead  yon."* 

'^ow  aboat  a  dinner  F"  Agathemer  queried. 

"Asper,  my  dear,"  aaid  Doris,  "yon  aaid  yoa  had  jdenty 
of  caaL** 

"We  haTe,"  said  Agathemer. 

"Then,"  aaid  she,  "just  give  me  one  of  those  gold  pieces 
yoa  got  from  the  two  drunken  robbers  and  while  you  are 
bathing  111  order  as  fine  a  dinner  as  Marseilles  affords  and 
have  it  here  ready  to  serve  when  yon  two  get  back  £rom  your 
Uth." 

Alopez  soon  appeared  with  a  con^lete  ontfit  for  ne  and 
the  prices  which  he  announced  appeared  reasonable  to  me  and 
w«re  agreed  to  by  Doris.  He  huided  Agathemer  a  gold  piece 
and  three  silver  pieces. 

"Change,"  Doris  commanded,  and  we  took  off  our  boon 
and  pat  on  those  Alopaz  had  brooght  na.  Doris  had  Par- 
menio  handle  ap  oar  coorieia'  attire,  boots  and  hate  and 
said: 

"I  hate  to  see  anything  wasted.  These  oa^ts  are  going 
to  be  found  at  Cooriers'  Headquarters  and  no  one  will  ever 
sospect  how  thf7  got  there.  Tou  can  arrange  that,  Alopex, 
cant  you?" 

"Easy  as  that,"  said  Alopex,  snapping  bis  fingers. 

"Then  you  do  it,"  she  ordered,  "and  now  take  these  gentle- 
men to  Sosia's  bathhouse  and  give  him  the  tip  that  they  are 
aU  right" 

Alopez  acceded  eolkily  but  obediently.  That  bath  refreshed 
ne  amazingly  and  Agathemer  seemed  to  enjoy  it  as  much 
as  I  did.  It  was  after  sunset  when  we  were  back  with  Doris 
and  Nebrie,  but  still  far  from  dark ;  ia  fact,  light  enough  to 
see  well. 

'fNow  Alopex,"  said  Doris,  briskly,  "make  your  beet  speed 
to  the  harborside  and  see  if  you  can  find  a  sure  ship  sailing 
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ct  dawn,  vith  a  captain  we  can  tnut,  to  get  these  lada  out 
of  Uaiseilles  at  once.  I  doubt  if  70a  can  find  one,  bat  On 
your  best" 

"We  want  a  ship  for  Antioch,"  Agsthemer  pnt  in. 

"Alopex,"  said  Doris,  "find  a  ship  to  get  these  ladg  oat  of 
Uineilles  at  dawn,  never  mind  where  it  ia  bound  for.  Kow 
go.  And  come  bade  and  report,  tonight,  erae,  and  aa  soon 
aa  you  can." 

When  he  waa  gone  she  rounded  on  Agathemer : 

"Axpet,"  said  she,  '^  am  ashamed  of  you.  Too  are  a 
fooL  With  FescenniiiB  Niger  likely  after  you,  foaming  at  the 
mouth,  raging  because  he  let  70a  slip  tiirongfa  his  SngCTB, 
yon  talk  of  picking  and  choosing  a  destination?  Why  lad,  it 
makes  no  difference  where  the  ship  is  bound  so  it  is  sea- 
worthy, has  a  captain  I  can  trust  and  is  headed  away  from 
UatBeilles.  The  point  for  yon  two  ia  to  get  away  from  Mar- 
■ellles  quick.  Whether  you  land  at  Carthage,  or  even  Cadia, 
makes  no  difference.  Yon  can  reship  from  anywhere  to  any- 
where, once  yoa  are  dear  of  Marseilles.  Yon  might  linflcir 
in  Ifarseilles,  under  my  protection,  but  for  your  encounter' 
with  Fescennius  Niger.  But  after  that  there  ia  nothing  for 
jou  to  do  but  get  away  quick." 

She  paused  for  breath,  shaking  her  finger  at  na,  like  a 
nurse  at  naughty  children. 

"And  now,"  said  she,  "lef  s  get  at  that  dinner.  Fm  hungry 
and  I'm  sure  you  ought  to  be." 

We  were.  And  the  dinner  was  ezcelleni;  mutdi  of  it  on* 
familiar.  The  Uarseilles  oysters  had  a  flavor  novel,  odd.  not 
agreeable  at  first,  but  very  likable  after  a  bit  of  experience 
with  it.  Everything  out  of  the  sea  was  tasty.  The  main 
dish  was  a  wonderful  stew  of  fish,  for  which,  Nebrie  told  us, 
Marseilles  was  famons.  It  was  flavored  with  any  number  of 
vegetables  and  relishes,  and  had  bits  of  meat  in  it,  but  fiah 
was  tiie  chief  ingredient  and  the  blended  flavors  made  it  a 
most  appetizing  viand. 

We  ate  slowly,  had  just  finished  our  fruit  and  Agathemer 
was  playing  the  flageolet  to  the  accompaniment  of  enthusiastic 
i^lause  from  both  girls  when  Alopex  returned.    He  reported 
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tiiti  no  ship  could  poesibl;  be  gotten  for  as  the  next  mraning 
and  roired  that  it  iroald  likely  take  him  all  day  to  find  taw 
for  the  morning  after. 

"Then  ran  off,  like  a  good  boy/'  said  Doris,  "and  get  • 
good  long  deep  so  aa  to  be  fresh  tomorrow.  Start  befors 
daylight  and  report  to  me  before  noon.    Bun  along." 

"How  about  lodging  for  us  F"  Agathemer  queried. 

Doris  half  chuckled,  half  snorted. 

"Bon  along,  Alopez,"  she  commanded. 

When  he  was  gone  she  faced  Agathemer,  arms  akimbo. 

"Aeper,"  she  said,  "I'm  going  to  bstb  yon  two  la&,  no 
matter  how  idiotically  you  act  or  talk.  I  lilie  yon,  in  B|ate 
of  yonr  ridiculous  ascetic  airs  and  your  nonsensical  asBump> 
tion  of  austerity.  You  can't  make  me  angry  nor  lose  my 
protection,  no  matter  how  rude  and  chilly  yon  are.  If  yoa 
two  don't  appreciate  the  kind  of  entertainment  we  are  offei^ 
ing  yon  and  haven't  sense  enough  and  mannen  enou^  to 
accept  it  and  be  thankful,  you  can  sleep  here  anyhow,  where 
and  how  yon  prefer.  Bat  you  don't  go  out  of  this  house 
tonight,  nor  yet  tomorrow,  not  if  I  know  it  I'm  going  to 
save  you  two,  in  spite  of  your  folly." 

Ifatarally,  after  that,  we  stayed  where  we  were. 

Kext  morning,  not  much  more  than  an  hour  after  sunrise^ 
as  WB  wtfe  again  enjoying  flageolet  music  from  Agathemer^ 
Alopex  returned  and  reported  that  he  bad  found  a  clean, 
roomy,  seaworthy  ship,  captained  by  a  man  well  and  favorably 
known  to  him  and  Doris,  which  would  sail  for  Borne  at  dawa 
next  day. 

"That" 8  your  ship,"  said  Doris  to  us. 

"After  what  I  told  you,"  Agathemer  protested,  "do  yOD 
seriously  advise  us  to  set  sail  for  Borne?" 

"I  do,"  Doris  declared.  "Any  place  on  earth  is  healthier 
for  you  two  than  Marseilles.  Were  yon  in  trouble  in  Borne 
before  you  got  into  trouble  in  Placentia  i" 

"We  were,"  said  Agathemer,  "and  trouble  of  the  deepest 
dye." 

"Asper,  Q^  dear,"  said  Doris,  "no  matter  what  sort  of 
trouble  you  were  in  at  Borne,  Bome  can't  be  as  dangerous  ior 
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yon  M  Uarseillee.  And  by  all  I  hear,  Tiber  Wfauf  is  a  fine 
locality  in  which  to  hid«  and  Oetia  nearly  as  good.  Take  017 
adrice  and  sail.  From  Borne  or  Ostia  yon  oug^t  to  find  it 
«BKy  to  ship  for  Antioch." 

"I  believe  you,"  eaid  Agathraier,  *%nt  I'd  like  to  have 
more  cash  witii  me  than  I  hare  and  Fd  like  to  give  you  two 
girlfi  enough  gold  pieces  to  serve  as  a  aort  of  indication  of  oar 
gratitude,  ^o  gold  either  Felix  or  I  shall  ever  poBsesa  woold 
be  enough  to  repay  yon  for  what  you  have  done  for  oa. 

"Now  I  have  an  emerald  of  fair  size  and  of  the  beet  water 
and  flawless  at  that,  sewn  into  tite  hem  of  my  tunic.  Since 
you  are  so  capable  at  finding  safe  ebope  and  Utha  and  Bbipa, 
perhaps  Alopet  could  guide  me  to  a  gem-ezpert  who  woold 
like  to  buy  a  fine  emerald  and  who  would  pay  a  fair  price 
for  it  and  keep  his  mouth  shuL" 

"I  had  not  meant  you  so  much  as  to  poke  yonr  nose  out 
of  doors  till  tomorrow  before  sunrise,"  said' Doris,  medita- 
tively, *n>at  Peecennins  won't  be  suepicions  yet  nnleas  a  post 
with  newB  of  the  robbery  yon  profited  by  has  already  reai^ed 
here.  I  fancy  it  will  be  a  safe  risk  for  Alopez  to  escort  you  ttf 
our  gem-expert.  Hell  pay  you  an  honest  three-quarters  of 
the  full  value  of  your  em^ald.  Alopex  and  I  get  a  rake-ofl 
on  his  profits,  as  we  do  on  the  fare  of  the  men  we  ship  out  of 
Marseilles.  Gems  and  fugitives  are  part  of  my  regnlar  line  of 
trade,  with  efBcient  help  from  Alopex." 

Actually  Agathemer  was  gone  abont  two  bonn  and  cams 
back  with  a  portly  bag  of  gold  piecea.  ^  found  us  In  the 
indtmum,  Nebris  lying  on  the  sofa  with  me,  and  playing  a 
dismal  tune  on  her  fia^let,  Doris  on  the  other  sofa  lauding 
at  UB.  He  lay  down  by  Denis,  spilled  the  gold  on  the  inlaid 
dining  table,  divided  it  into  four  equal  portions,  pouched  one, 
made  me  pouch  another,  and  piled  one  in  Doris's  lapy  while 
I  similarly  piled  the  other  in  Nebris'a  lap. 

"Share  and  share  alike,"  said  Agathemer,  *'and  yon  are 
welcome  to  whatever  part  of  his  rake-off  Alopa  tnnia  over 
to  you." 

'Asper,"  said  Doris,  "yon  are  a  dear.  Flay  nt  a  decent 
tone.    Nebris's  music  makes  me  dolefoL" 
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We  apeot  tite  Ha^  tating,  dzinkiiig,  cbaitisg,  ntppiog  ind 
Ustening  to  Agkthemer'fl  rer;  lively  mnaic. 

For  dinner  m  hid  another  Uarseillefl  flah-etair,  entirely 
difllerait  from  the  former,  and  oitirely  diffn«nt  trom  any^ 
tiling  I  bad  ever  eaten  elaewfaere. 

Next  morning  D(Hi>  had  us  all  np,  baUied  as  veil  aa  wa 
could  in  her  tiny  bath,  fed  and  ready  to  aet  oat  long  bef(»* 
the  firat  lAmk  of  davn  appeared  in  the  east  Agathonur,  on 
his  geoMelling  expedition,  had  boo^t  all  we  needed  to  line 
oar  mlleta  except  food,  and  that  Doris  supplied  in  abundance 
snd  Tariety  and  of  a  sort  calculated  to  be  palatable  two  or 
Hiree  days  out  at  sea. 

Doris  was  a  creatore  no  man  could  foiget  She  was  bnzom 
and  booyant  and  completely  content  wi£h  her  home,  her  way 
of  life,  her  friends  and  her  prospects ;  and  as  capable  and  com- 
petent a  homan  beuig  as  I  «▼»  met  When  Alopex  gave  his 
cantiona  tap  on  the  do<«'  and  slipped  inside  she  bade  us  fare- 
well nnaiZeotiedly,  kissed  nte  like  a  mother,  and  gave  Agathe- 
tux  (ow  aistaly  hug  and  aaa  'pwfi^V'ng  Uss.  If  there  were 
tears  in  her  eyes  none  ran  down  either  chedL 

Nebris,  on  the  other  hand,  wept  over  me  and  dnng  to  me» 
with  many  kinee. 

'TTbere  are  not  many  lib  yon,'*  she  soUwd.  'Ton  are 
gentle  and  conrteoos.  Our  friuids  are  genennis  enon^,  but 
they  drink  too  nmch  and  are  boistooos  and  mogh  and  coarse. 
I  wish  you  weren't  going.  But  I'm  glad  I've  had  yon  even 
for  BO  diort  a  time." 

And  she  gave  Agatbemer  her  flageolet,  holding  it  out  to 
1dm  with  her  left  hand,  her  ri^t  arm  roond  n^  neck. 

"Come,  come  I"  Doris  bustled,  "act  sensible,  child  1" 

We  tore  ouTBelves  away  and  followed  our  imsavoiy  guide 
through  the  dim,  foggy  streets.  I  distnuted  Alopex  and 
should  not  have  been  astonidied  had  be  tamed  us  over  to  a 
bat(^  of  guards,  waiting  for  us  at  any  comer.  But  he  kd 
US  to  a  fine  stDoe  quay  by  which  was  moored  as  trig  a  mer^ 
chantman  as  I  ever  saw,  new  and  fresh  painted.  H»  captain 
was  a  bluff,  hearty,  wind-tanned  Maltese  Uaganno  1^  name, 
Bwarthy,  hook-noaed  and  with  a  shodc  oi  )^tA  cuds.    B» 
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eoimted  th«  gold  pieces  Atopex  gsTs  him  and  eaid,  in  JmUa 
Kith  K  strong  Punic  accent : 

"Uy  ship  ie  yuan  from  here  to  Tiber  vbaif." 

We  shook  hands  on  it,  vent  on  board  and  Ae  cast  off  at 
once  and  whs  out  of  the  harbor  before  the  enn  hsd  dispersed 
the  fog.  To  car  enrprise  ve  set  s  course  not  about  aonth- 
eaat  as  we  had  expected,  but  along  ths  coast  until  we  passed 
Ulbia,  and  then  almost  doe  east.    Maganno  explained : 

"Give  me  the  open  see.  Tod  Italians  are  alwajre  for  hn^ 
ging  the  shore:  we  Haltese,  like  onr  Phoenician  ancestors,  an 
all  for  dear  water.  Pre  sailed  between  Corsica  and  Sardinia, 
and  once  was  enough  for  me.  I've  made  this  cruise  many 
tiraee  and  I  always  prefer  to  weather  the  Holy  Cape." 

North  of  Conies,  in  fac^  ws  ^»ed,  with  a  fair  following 
wind  and  we  had  an  ansmpaasably  fortunate  voyage;  skies 
clear,  wind  always  favorable,  steady  and  neither  too  gentla 
nor  too  strong.  Onr  time  we  spent  oB  deck  from  before  son- 
rise  till  long  after  sunset,  dosing  throng  the  heat  of  th« 
day;  Agalhemer,  when  awake,  playing  on  his  flageolet,  more 
often  than  he  was  silent,  to  the  delight  of  all  on  board.  The 
etew  were  mostly  Maltese,  like  their  master,  using  indiffer- 
ently their  own  dialect,  Greek  of  a  sort  and  vray  poor  Latin. 
Hagonno's  Latin  was  better  than  theirs,  but  all  racy  with  hii 
aocent 

When  we  were  already  in  eight  ol  the  month  of  the  Tiber 
he  sat  down  by  ns  and  said ; 

"I  was  told  that  yon  lads  were  in  trouble.  Bnl^  certainly, 
yon  are  lucky  voyagers.  I  have  sailed  from  Ostia  to  Mor- 
seilles  and  from  Harseilles  to  Ostia  forty-one  times,  and  this 
forty-second  is  the  easiest  and  quickest  passage  ever  I  made. 
I  like  yon  lads.  Anybody  Doris  reconmiends  I  always  help, 
for  her  sa^.  Ill  also  help  yon  for  yonr  own.  Tell  m» 
your  plans  and  111  do  my  best  for  you." 

He  agreed  with  US  that  both  the  N'orthem  Harbor  and  Ostia 
were  certain  to  be  nrorming  vrith  spies  and  secretreervica 
agents  and  informers:  so,  for  that  matter,  was  the  harbor- 
side  of  Borne  tiong  the  Tiber:  hot  Borne,  being  many  tinw 
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M  large  u  Ostu,  was  likely  to  be  proportionately  easier  to 
lude  IB. 

"Tbaf  a  wiute  a  Bmall  merchantBaBn  like  bum,"  said  Im^ 
"beats  any  big  one.  ThaVs  why  I  sail  always  a  small  ship, 
nerer  a  big  ^p.  A  big  merchantman  must  berth  at  Ostia 
or  at  the  Northern  Harbor.  My  ship  can  sail  on  np  the  Tiber 
to  Borne.    And  I  shalL    Yon  come  on  np  with  me^" 

His  advice  seemed  good.  We  decided  to  stay  on  the  ah^ 
all  the  way  np  to  Rome,  and  we  did,  lolling  on  deck  to  Agath** 
Bier'a  piping  in  the  mellow  snnahine. 

So  idling  we  spoke  more  than  once  of  tlie  Aemiliaa  Sibyl 
and  of  this  second  fulfillment  of  her  acrid  prophecy. 

Uaganno  iHromised  to  find  na  a  ship  loading  for  Antioch; 
seaworthy,  roomy  and  with  a  tmstworthy  captain. 

This  ooald  not  be  dtme  4]iud[ly  and,  he  f  onsd  ns,  meantime, 
lodgings  with  a  friend  of  his,  a  fat,  bald,  oii»-eyed  cook- 
shopkeeper  named  Colgios,  who  rented  ns  a  tiny  room  otct 
his  eattog-room,  which  was  not  far  from  the  Ortian  Gate, 
between  the  pnUic  waxefaonaea  and  the  slope  of  the  ATentineu 

At  his  table  we  fared  pretty  well,  for  Us  prices  were  low, 
his  wine  drinkable,  and  most  of  his  food  eatable,  tiion^  we 
did  not  try  a  second  time  the  viands  for  which  he  had  the 
briskeat  desnand :  a  very  greasy  pork  stew  of  which  ha  waa  in- 
wdinatoly  prond,  amaaingly  rank  ham,  and  incredibly  strong 
Campanian  cheese ;  all  three  of  which  seemed  to  delight  his 
customers,  who  were  an  astcmishing  medley  of  slaves  and 
freemen:  porters,  stoTedores,  inspectors'  assistants,  coopers, 
mariners,  jar-maricers,  gig-drivers,  teamsters,  drirerg  of  aU 
sorts  of  hiied  vehicles,  drovers  who  herded  cattle  from  Ostia 
to  the  cattlfr-market,  vendors  of  sulphnr-dipped  kindling- 
splints,  collectors  of  street  filth  and  others  equally  low  in 
class,  eqoally  novel  to  me. 

Colgios  took  a  fancy  to  as  and  undertook  to  show  us  Boma^ 
It  struck  me  oddly  that,  whraeas  Ntma,  in  every  fiber  an 
Umbrian  Oanl,  and  Matomns,  who  bad  spent  all  his  Ufa 
beyond  the  Alps,  had  both,  at  first  glaooe,  recognized  as  for 
what  we  were,  Boman  master  and  Greek  servant,  this  Bomaa 
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<^  the  Bomans,  keen  for  perwnil  proftt,  lubitiuted  to  Ui« 

fli^t  of  mea  from  alt  ports,  accepted  ub  for  GhUlic  proTin- 
citls,  and  never  snipectod  that  ve  were  anjthing  elM. 


OEUBiomBnra 

SIOHT-SEEINQ  in  Borne,  in  the  gniae  of  Oallie  vutral^ 
under  the  tutelage  of  a  harfaonide  hIdui  host,  wae  tml^ 
an  experience  for  me  after  m;  former  atation  as  a  nobleman 
of  the  Bepnblic,  and  mj  niln  and  disgniae  and  flight.  I 
poeitiTel;  enjoyed  it. 

First  of  all  Colgiiis  ma  for  Bhowing  na  arer  the  atablea 
of  the  Beds,  for  he  ma  mad  abont  racing  and  boasted  &at 
be  had  bet  on  the  Beds  since  he  was  six  yeara  old  and  his 
father  gRve  him  his  first  copper.  Bnt  I  drannrred  and 
pointed  oat  that  none  of  the  racing^«tablea  were  fit  placea 
for  OS,  since  a  steady  stream  of  Spanish  horaea  trickled 
throQgh  Marseilles  and  on  through  Vada  Sahatia  and  Oenoa 
to  Borne,  and  there  was  too  great  a  imtbabilitj  that  we  might 
come  face  to  face  with  some  groom,  hostler  or  hanger-on  from 
Marseilles  who  would  know  ns  at  sight  Colgins  yielded 
to  this  argoment  and  agreed  that  we  moat  avoid  aU  the 
zadng  Btablea.  This  greatly  relieved  as,  since,  while  neitlier 
I  nor  Agathemer  had  been  devotees  of  the  sport,  both  of 
hb  had  been  through  all  six  establishmente  oRea  enoo^  to 
be  likely  to  be  recogniaed  in  any  <me  of  than. 

BafBed  in  his  fint  choice  and,  apparently,  in  his  only 
choice,  Colgins  asked  ns  what  we  wanted  to  see.  I  said  I 
wanted  most  to  see  a  day  of  racing  in  the  circna,  blurting  out 
this  rather  foolish  attwanee  without  reflection,  merely  be- 
cause I  thon^t  it  would  saem  natural  to  him.  He  replied 
that  that  would  be  easy,  bnt  that  the  next  racing  day  wia 
day  after  tomorrow:  whmt  would  we  lil»  to  do  today? 

I  said  I  wanted  first  of  all  to  he  shown  the  Tem}de  of 
Mercury,  for  I  wanted  to  make  an  offering  to  the  god. 
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'^h,  JM,"  be  Hid,  "Uercnr;  is  your  diief  god  in  Ganl, 
im't  he,  and  7011  pat  faim  aheuA  of  Jupiter.  Wlut  ii  it 
;dd  GftllhimP" 

"Ton  are  thinking  of  the  Belgioni,"  I  uid,  "and  of  Um 
Qatilfl  in  the  Valley  of  the  Liger.  They  call  Uercaiy  Tir  or 
Tir  and  regard  him  as  their  chief  god.  Bnt  we  provinciale 
never  had  any  aach  ideaa :  we  worship  the  same  goda  as  yon, 
in  the  seme  way.  But  I,  peiBonally,  while  reming  Jupitw 
•8  king  of  the  gods,  have  always  particularly  songht  the 
txroi  ^  Uercory." 

Off  we  went  to  the  meat  market  and  I  bonght  there  two 
wbiU  hens,  as  on  tlie  day  of  my  flight,  more  than  a  year 
before.  With  one  nnder  each  arm  I  then  followed  Colgios 
to  the  Temple  of  Mercniy  and  there  made  my  prayers  and 
Bering. 

When  w«  came  oat  b^  of  oourBe,  began  to  display  the  oot- 
■ide  of  the  Great  Circas  and  to  tell  me  of  its  ^ories,  which^ 
be  said,  he  wonid  show  me  from  the  inside  the  day  aftcf 
tomorrow.  The  life  there  was  modi  as  Uatemna  and  I  ba4 
Men  it  twen^-three  days  before. 

We  coold  not  avoid  following  Colgins  about  Bome,  roond 
the  PalatiBe,  the  Colosseum  and  the  Baths  of  Titos  and 
ihroogb  the  Fomms  of  Vespasian,  Nerra,  Ai^nstus  and 
Trajan.  At  Trajan's  Temple  he  reiterated  his  regrets  that 
we  dare  not  go  on  to  the  etablee  of  the  Beds,  and  turned  back 
throo^  Trajan's  Forum,  the  Foram  of  Uie  Divine  Julias 
and  the  Great  Forum.  Of  course,  I  was  quaking  with 
dread  for  £ear  some  lifelong  acquaintance  would  recognize 
106,  even  in  n^  coarse  attire.  But  none  did:  in  fact  I  set 
eyes  cm  no  one  I  knew,  except  Faltoniae  Bambilio,  who  was 
pompously  lecturing  ten  victims  in  the  THpian  Basilica.  I 
vas  certain  that  his  eyes  were  only  on  his  auditors;  the  si^t 
of  him  did  not  alarm  me,  be  never  paid  any  attention  to 
those  he  consid^ed  his  inferiors. 

All  along  Agathemer  and  I  were  bursting  with  suppressed 
giggles:  ColgiuB  paid  very  little  attention  to  the  Palace, 
the  Great  Amphitheater,  the  magnificent  public  badu,  the 
temples  or  to  any  of  the  glories  about  us;  he  was  all  for 
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cook-ahops  and  batiled  qb  into  cook-shopB  witbont  nninber, 
BometimeB  presenting  his  Oaliic  friends,  Asper  and  Felix, 
to  bis  good  friend,  the  proprietor,  Bomettmes  bursting  into 
isTectiTes  against  the  bad  cookeiy,  infinitesimal  portiona  or 
abenrd  prices  of  bis  enemies'  establishinents.  In  cook-abtqw 
Agatbener  and  I  felt  safe,  near  a  cook-shop  ire  felt  almoot 
safe,  betwe^i  cook-sbops,  companioned  by  Colgins  and  any 
cook-fihop  frequenters  ire  met,  we  tdt  more  than  a  little  safe. 
To  onr  thinking  no  spy,  informer  or  secret  service  agent 
vould  feel  snspiciotu  towards  Colgins  and  his  friends,  nor 
towards  ns  in  their  company,  and  be  jn-eeented  iu  to  idlers, 
loafers,  touts,  betting  agents,  sellers  of  tips  on  the  races, 
friends  of  jockeys,  cousins  of  hoatleta  and  such  like  to  am 
amazing  number. 

We  found  all  Home,  as  we  saw  it  in  the  convptnj  of  Cd- 
gtttM,  hamming  with  two  names  and  we  made  sure  Ibat,  if 
they  boned  in  such  company  as  we  were  in  they  also  formed 
tiie  chief  topics  of  conrersation  in  all  parts  of  the  ci^  and 
at  erery  level  of  society  from  the  s^iatore  down. 

One  name  we  had  heard  when  in  Bome  with  Matemus, 
fcnt  bad  barely  heard  it;  now  we  heard  it  everywhere;  the 
name  of  Falus,  ibe  charioteer;  Pains,  the  incomparablo 
jockey;  Palus,  the  king  of  borsemasters ;  Palos  the  chum 
of  Commodua.  Both  of  him,  and  about  him,  not  on^  from 
the  men  who  talked  to  us,  but  also  from  bystanders,  diners 
and  idlers,  who  never  noticed  ns  or  knew  that  we  ovoiieard 
them,  we  beard  the  most  amazing  stories : 

He  ODuld  gnide  six  horses  galloping  abreast  betwe«i  the 
test-piDars  for  tyros  driving  fonr-abreast  and  never  jostle 
a  pillar  or  throw  a  horse;  be  had  done  it  time  after  time; 
he  had  won  three  races,  driving  seven  horses  abreast,  his 
competitors  driving  four  abreast;  he  bad  won  a  race,  with 
ft  team  of  four  Cappodocian  stallions,  guiding  tbem  witbont 
reins,  by  bis  voice  only ;  be  was  the  most  graceful  charioteer^ 
bar  no  one,  ever  seen  in  Bome. 

As  to  bis  origin  and  personality  the  stories  were  not  only 
fantastic,  but  divergent  contradictory  or  incompatible. 

If  we  migbt  bdieve  what  m  heard  he  had  been  presented 
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ia  Commodu  by  the  asme  nobleiui)  irho  had  presented 
MnnDex  Lacro,  and  on  the  very  next  day;  be  was  from 
Apulia ;  he  was  a  Boman  all  his  days ;  be  was  a  Sabine ;  he 
was  a  noblanan  in  disgoise,  he  bad  been  a  foondling  brought 
up  in  the  Snbnra;  he  was  a  half  brother  of  Conunodns,  off* 
vprvag  of  an  amonr  between  Faustina  and  a  gladiator,  reared 
in  Samnium  on  s  farm,  lately  recognized  and  accepted  by 
the  Emperor;  he  was  Conunodos  himself  in  disgnise. 

All  this,  yon  nay  be  sure,  nude  ns  prick  ap  onr  eaia. 
Still  more  did  we  at  the  sound  of  the  other  much-bandied 
name.  Here  again  the  tales  were  raried,  inoonsistait,  antag^ 
onifltic. 

Bat  the  name  I 

That  name  was: 

Marcial 

Marcia  was  in  control  of  Conunodns,  of  the  lEmperor,  of 
'Oie  Bepnblic,  of  the  Emi»re.  She  was  domiciled  in  the 
Palace,  she  was  treated  as  Empress,  she  had  all  the  honors 
ever  accorded  an  Emprees  except  that  she  never  participated 
in  public  sacriflces  or  other  ceremonial  rituals.  Crispina  bad 
been  divorced  and  was  no  longer  Empress,  hot  had  been  rel^ 
gated,  onder  goard,  to  a  distant  island;  Crispina  was  stiU 
Empress,  bni  had  withdrawn  in  disdain  from  the  Palatine, 
occupied  the  Vectilian  Palace  on  the  Cselian  Hill,  still  re- 
oeived  Commodus  when  he  risited  her,  but  would  not  set 
foot  on  the  Palatine  nor  take  part  in  any  ritual  or  ceremo- 
nial ;  Crispina  had  been  murdered  by  Marcia's  orders,  in  ber 
presence,  with  the  Emperor's  consent;  Garcia  got  on  wdl 
vith  the  Empress,  there  was  no  jealousy  between  them,  Cria> 
l^na  was  glad  to  hare  someone  who  conld  soothe  Commodna 
in  bis  periodic  rages  and  humor  him  when  he  sulked;  evoy 
possible  variety  of  story  about  Crispina  was  told,  but  Vferj 
tele  represented  Marcia  as  undisputed  and  indisputable  mis- 
tress of  the  Palace  and  of  everybody  in  it. 

Of  her  origin  we  heard  mostly  versions  of  the  true  story; 
often  we  heard  named  Hyacinthns  and  Ummidins  Qoadratna, 
never  my  nncle  nor  Marcus  Martins.  We  dared  not  seoo 
to  biov  anything  about  Uvcia  and  so  conld  not  uune  Kbr> 
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c»  Msrtiiu  or  uk  after  lum.  From  all  the  tA  m  hen^ 
addresfled  to  na  or  aboQt  ns,  hia  name  was  aa  absent  aa  if  be 
had  never  existed. 

How  Marcia  came  to  the  Emperor's  attestitm,  won  his 
notice,  acquired  her  maMxry  of  him,  aa  to  all  thia  we  heard 
not  one  word:  of  her  complete  control  of  him  and  of  all 
Borne  ereryone  talked  openly. 

The  next  day  we  escaped  the  nnweleome  attention  of  GtA- 
gina  becaoBe  Maganno  came  after  ns  to  introduce  hb  to  the 
captain  who  waa  to  take  oa  to  Antioch,  to  show  na  his  ship^ 
and  to  make  sure  we  knew  the  irtiarf  at  which  she  lay  and 
how  to  reach  her.  The  ship  was  to  sail  two  days  later.  The 
captain'a  name  was  Orontides,  which  stmck  both  me  and 
Agathemer  as  being  the  same  as  that  of  the  most  fash- 
ionable jeweler  in  Bome,  whose  grandfather  had  oome  from 
Antioch,  where,  I  suppose,  the  name  would  be  aa  oatoral 
and  freqaent  aa  Tiberias  with  na. 

He  was  a  Syrian  Greek,  with  corlj  brown  hair  and  brown 
^ea,  by  no  means  so  wind-tanned  and  weather-beateo  aa 
Maganno,  but  manifestly  a  eeamam  He  was  bow-leigged 
and  had  very  large  flat  feet 

Orontides  looked  us  over,  approved  as,  required  a  deposit 
of  twenty  gold  pieces,  counted  them,  said  we  mi^t  pay  the 
rest  of  his  charges  at  Antioch,  and  we  shook  hands  on  tha 
bargain. 

Yet,  aa  the  cost  of  the  royags  would  land  us  in  Syria  with 
but  a  few  coins,  it  was  well  for  us  tiiat,  later  in  the  day, 
Agathemer  found  a  dealer  in  gems  lately  come  to  Borne  and 
sold  him  another  jewel.  Thia  filled  our  pouches  and  left 
US  certain  of  having  gold  to  spare  until  he  could  manage  to 
£nd  a  porchaaer  for  yet  another  gem  in  Antioch  or  dac 
where. 

Colgius,  when  we  returned  to  our  lodgings,  talked  of  noth- 
ing but  the  Games  which  were  to  be  celebrated  next  day.  He 
first  exhibited  the  togaa  which  he  had  hired  for  us  to  wear; 
we,  as  fugitives,  having,  of  course  no  togss  of  our  own. 
We  found  them  clean  and  tried  t^iem  on.  Golgios  approved 
and  went  on  with  his  enthoj 
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There  were  io  be  twarty-fonr  tmcea,  all  of  fonr-hone  diar* 

iott  only,  twdve  in  the  mommg,  of  six  chuiota,  one  lor 
«tdi  of  tbe  racing  companies;  twelve  in  tbs  afternoon,  of 
tvelTe  chariots,  two  for  each  of  the  racing  companiea.  Cot 
gins  disGOorsed  at  length  as  to  his  ojnnionB  concerning  tha 
■iz  companies,  isveighing  against  the  Qolds  and  the  lJriiii> 
■one,  declaring  that  th^  were  rich  men's  companies,  in 
vhidi  only  senators  and  nobles  took  any  interest  and  tha 
•zistMice  «t  which  spoiled  racing. 

Ton  neTer  heard  of  a  plain  man  Iil:e  me  betting  ooi 
ihe  Crimson  or  tbe  Oold,"  he  ranted,  "all  folks  of  moderate 
means,  all  the  plain  people,  all  the  populace,  bet  on  the  Beda, 
Wldtes,  Greens  or  Bines.  I  agree  that  the  Greens  are  tiM 
most  popnlar  company,  most  popnlar  with  all  daflses  fran 
the  senators  and  nobles  to  the  poorest,  but  I  will  never  admit, 
•a  many  claim,  that  the  Bloea  hare  the  second  place  in  tht 
affections  of  the  people;  the  Bines,  I  maintain,  come  third 
■Cd  the  Beds  have  second  place  irith  all  claBses.  The  Whitaa 
an  a  strong  fourth.  But,  as  to  the  Golds  and  the  Crimson^ 
no  one  ever  lays  a  wager  on  them  except  the  enormously  ndk 
nobles  and  soiators  whose  ancestors  organised  them  nndsr 
Domitian  a  hundred  years  ago.  Bat  Uiey,  being  so  enoi>* 
moQsly  rich,  can  bny  the  best  horses  and  have  the  best 
Jockeys.  Now  they  have  Fains.  The  Beds  have  Scopes  and 
tiie  Greens  Diodes,  and  both  bare  been  wonderfnl,  but  Falu 
can  beat  anybody. 

"They  say  he  has  wagered  an  enormous  snm  that  he  will 
win  all  ci  the  twdve  races  in  whjdi  he  is  to  run,  the  first 
aiz  odd  numbers  and  the  last  six  efen  numbers,  and  that 
he  will  do  so  in  a  preTionsly  specified  way;  that  he  will 
take  and  keep  first  place  in  the  fint  race;  that,  in  the  others 
he  will,  at  the  start,  take  second  place,  third  place  and  so  on 
{wogressiTely  farther  back  in  each,  till  he  lets  the  whole 
of  five  get  ahead  of  him  in  the  eleventh  race  and  the  whole 
field  of  eleven  have  the  start  of  him  in  the  last  race," 

Colgiua  was  afraid  Palos  would  succeed  in  doing  predsdy 
what  he  purposed.  The  Beds,  if  they  won  any  races,  must 
via  in  dioae  in  vriiidt  Palus  ^d  not  atari    He  judged  tberf 
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cDold  not  hope  to  irin  mora  tban  eig^t  of  tiiOM  tvelreL 
He  wu  gloomy. 

Next  da;  dawned  fair,  mild,  and  •wiHa  a  gentle  bncM,  per> 
&ct  weathw  for  apending  a  da;  in  the  Cizcua.  To  this 
Agaflienier  and  I  looked  forward  with  some  trepidation,  for 
aerrice  men,  spies  and  informers  were  always  in  all  parts 
at  the  CircQB  and  one  might  recognize  me.  Bat  we  comforted 
fturselTes  with  the  hope  that  they  were  no  longer  on  the 
lo(^ont  for  me.  If  I  knew  the  ways  of  eecret-service  men  I 
conjectured  that  they  wonld  never  hare  been  willing  to  re- 
port the  tmth :  that  th^  could  find  no  trace  of  me^  flut  I 
had  vanished  utterly  and  completely.  I  would  have  bem 
willing  to  wager  that,  within  a  montii  of  my  diaappearance, 
Kmie  corpse  somewhere  was  identified  as  mine  and  my  suicidr 
r^Ktrted  as  verified ;  which  report  had  probably  bem  accqrted 
at  the  Palace;  whereafter  I  would  be  off  the  minds  of  aU 
■ecret^ervice  men  everywhere.  Therefore  I  felt  reasOnab^ 
inre  that  no  agent  wonld  be  on  the  lookoat  for  me.  Of  coime 
there  was  a  chance  that  cote  might  recognice  me  by  accident. 
But  this  was  so  anlilcdly  that  we  did  not  wxnry  over  it  much. 
'  I  was  more  concerned  for  fear  of  arousing  euspicion  in 
Colgius  by  not  behaving  as  he  would  expect  a  Gallic  Provin- 
cial to  bdiave  at  tua  first  a^  of  the  great  games  in  the 
Circus  WfTimiiiT.  X  could  not  be  sure  at  what  he  wonld  ex- 
pect me  to  exclaim,  what  I  on^t  to  wonder  at  and  remark 
on  to  se^n  natural  in  my  assumed  role  of  Harseilles  ecape> 
grace. 

We  were  a  party  of  ei^t,  Colgina,  his  wife  Fosilla,  and 
two  teamsterB  or  drav^s  named  Bamnius  and  Uttins,  who 
conveyed  goods  or  convoyed  cattle  between  Ostia  and  the 
markets  of  Borne.  They  had  their  wives  with  them,  but  I  for- 
get their  names.  The  three  women  were  arrayed  in  wonder> 
f  ul  costumes  <^  cheap  fabrics  dyed  in  gaudy  hues  and  adorned 
with  jewelry  of  gilt  or  silvered  bronze  set  with  bits  of  ccdored 
glass.    I  had  seen  such  at  a  distance,  but  never  so  close. 

Both  Agathemer  and  I  liked  Bamniua  and  Uttins;  we  felt 
at  ease  with  them  at  first  sig^t.  And  they  were  evidently 
intimatee  of  Colgius  and  Iii^  in  his  favor.    He  and  Hufj 
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von  tiiur  togtB  vith  all  the  avkvardoeH  to  be  expected 
from  mm  who  donned  to^  only  for  Circofl  games  and 
Amphitheatre  ehowi.  To  my  amazement  I  fotmd  myadt 
leally  d^gfated  at  again  vearing  a  toga.  Like  all  geotlemea 
I  had  always  loathed  the  hot,  heavy  things.  Bat  I  found 
n^velf  poeitirely  thrill  at  bdng  again  gaihed  as  befits  s 
Boman  on  a  holiday  or  at  a  ceremonial  Beudee  I  fonnd 
tliat  a  toga,  ora  a  poor  man's  tonic,  me  not  nearly  so  im- 
comfortable  as  it  ms  over  the  moie  complicated  gub  at 
a  fashionable  person  of  means  and  podticm. 

The  interior  of  the  Gircos,  friHa  my  nord  location,  mp- 
peered  mdEdently  strange  to  loll  toy  diead  that  I  migfat  seem 
too  familiar  irith  it.  Of  coarse  we  were  very  far  back,  only. 
Are  rows  in  front  of  the  arcade,  whovaa  as  long  aa  I  was 
m  noblcsnan  of  Some  in  good  standing,  I  had  always  sat  in 
tiie  second  tier,  far  forward, 

Bnt  what  made  mnch  more  difference  than  sitting  far 
back  and  high  up  instead  of  well  forward  and  low  down 
iras  that  we  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  Circus  from  wj 
old  seat  and  almost  directly  opposite  it.  I  had  always  sat 
m  section  E,  about  the  middle  of  the  east  side  of  the  Ciiras 
and  not  far  from  the  Imperial  Pavilion  in  section  C.  We 
were  in  section  F,  direct^  facing  E,  and  not  far  from  the 
judges'  stand  in  section  0. 

Kow  from  where  I  had  been  nsed  to  sitting,  £uing  m 
fittle  soath  of  west,  I  bad  viewed  only  the  tiers  of  seats  and 
of  spectators,  the  upper  arcade,  and,  above  that  the  roofs  ol 
the  not  very  loffy,  large  or  magnificent  temples  on  the  Aven- 
tine  HiU.  Fnnn  where  we  sat  with  Colgins  we  faced  the 
Palatine  and  I  was  overwhelmed  by  the  vastoess,  bean^ 
amd  grandeor  of  the  great  mass  of  bttildings  which  maka 
up  the  Imperial  Palace.  On  a  festival  day,  of  course,  tbqr 
were  exceptionally  gorgeous,  for  every  window  was  gar- 
landed at  the  top  and  most  displayed  tapestries  or  rags  bong 
orer  the  sill,  every  balcony  was  decorated  similarly  and  witii 
greater  care  than  the  windows,  and  every  window,  balcony 
§md  pratico  was  a  moss  of  eager  faces.  Bspedally  my  eyt 
VH  en^  by  the  crowd  of  ^ace  officials  and  Barrante  oil 
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tb«  bnlging  loggia  built  by  Hadrian  in  order  to  bo  tU*- 
to  catch  glimpaes  of  gamea  when  ha  was  too  bni^  to  occapf 
the  Imperial  Pavilion  in  the  Cinma  itaelf.  That  FaTilion,  aa 
yet  occupied  only  by  a  few  gnaida,  I  gazed  at  witit  mixed 
feelingB. 

Colgine  pnt  Agathesisr  next  him,  then  me;  beyond  me 
■at  Bamnina  and  his  wife  and  then  nttiaa  and  his.  Bat 
scroea  Posilla  we  were  introdnced  to  two  cattle  inspectors 
named  Clitellos  and  SnmmannB  of  whom  we  felt  oDcomfort- 
ably  mspicioos  from  the  instant  we  laid  e^ea  on  them.  Tb^ 
looked  to  me  like  aecret-Berrice  ageata  and  Agatbemer  nodded 
towards  them,  when  they  were  not  looking,  raised  hit  eye* 
brows  and  touched  his  lips. 

I  for  some  time  satiated  myself  with  ganng  at  the  Falaoe^ 
with  admiring  the  wonderfol  charm  c^  the  outlook  from 
thia  aide  of  the  Circus,  with  rerelliiig  in  the  sense  of  delight 
at  being  again  in  it,  with  feasting  niy  eyea  on  ita  gorgeoos- 
neae,  on  the  magnificent  of  its  fastness,  of  its  colonnade,  of 
its  costly  marbles,  of  ita  ttoa  of  seats,  of  the  obeliaka,  shriitei^ 
monuments  and  other  decorations  of  the  spina. 

Th^,  after  the  upper  seats  were  well  packed  with  commou- 
alitf,  the  genby  and  nobilify  began  to  dribble  into  the  lower 
tiers  and  eren  a  few  senatorial  parties  entered  their  bozta 
in  the  front  row.  I  began  to  peer  at  party  after  party,  onU 
vardly  trying  to  ^ep  my  face  blank,  inwardly  adted  at  the 
probabili^  of  recognizing  many  former  frimda  and  acquain* 
tancea. 

The  first  man  I  recognised  was  Faltoniua  Bambilio,  un- 
mistakably pompons  and  self-satiafied.  Althoagh  a  senator 
he  came  early.  Later  I  saw  Vedios  Yedianus  and,  far  fnm 
him,  Satronins  Satro.  Didins  Jnlianue,  always  the  most 
ostentations  of  the  senators,  was  unmistakable  eren  in  section 
B,  further  from  me  than  any  part  of  the  Circus  except  the 
left  hand  starting  stalls  and  their  neighborhood. 

I  looked  for  Tanno  in  section  D,  and  early  made  him  out. 

But,  Bvea  after  the  eqoeetrias  seats  and  senatorial  bozea 
had  all  filled,  nowhere  could  I  descry  any  feminine  shape  at 
■U  snggeatiTe  ai  Vedia.    I  was  still  peering  and  sweeiniif 
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tike  Benttorial  seats  with  my  ejm,  hoping  to  ttpj  her,  iriioa 
ttie  bogles  announced  the  EmperoT's  approadi  and  the  andi- 
moe  stood  np.  M;  ^es  vere  on  the  Imperial  Dais  watching 
tat  Hit  appearance  of  the  Emperor.  Bat  when  he  came  into 
<i^t,  and  I  joined  in  the  cheers,  I  viewed  withoat  emoticui 
^a  man,  who  had  honored  me  with  his  favor,  yet  «iu>  bad 
credited  to  the  utmost,  without  inrestigation,  my  inda- 
aion  among  the  nomber  of  his  daogeroiu  enemies.  I  re- 
flected that  no  man  accused  of  participating  in  a  conapiiacy 
against  any  Prince  of  the  BepubUc  had  ever  been  given  any 
•ort  of  bearing  or  his  frienda  allowed  to  try  to  clear  him. 

I  used  all  my  powers  of  eyesight  to  con  ^e  Emperor,  dia- 
tinctave  in  his  official  robes  but  too  far  oft  to  be  seen  well. 
fie  appeared  to  me  to  have  lost  something  of  his  el^ance 
of  carriage  and  grace  of  movement  He  seemed  kss  elastie 
m  bearing,  less  springy  of  gait.  There  was,  even  at  that 
distance,  something  familiar  in  his  attitude  and  stride,  but  it 
did  not  seem  precisely  the  presence  of  C(Hnmodu8  as  I  had 
known  him.  I  stared  pnzxled  and  groping  is  my  mind.  But 
I  felt  no  emotion  as  I  stored  and  peered  at  him. 

Oddly  enough,  from  the  moment  when  I  received  Yedia's 
lettn'  of  warning  until  X  caught  sight  of  the  head  of  the 
precession  about  to  enter  the  Circos  throng  the  Processim 
gate,  I  had  had  not  one  instant  of  despondency  or  of  self-pi^. 
But,  at  sight  of  the  head  of  Hiat  magnificent  procession,  ■ 
sort  of  wave  of  misery  surged  through  me  and  inundated  me 
nith  a  sudden  sense  of  wistful  regret  for  all  that  I  had  lost 
and  also  vrith  an  acnte  realization  of  the  precarious  hold  I 
had  on  life,  of  the  peril  I  was  in  from  hour  to  hour.  Thia 
miezpected  and  unwelcome  dejection  posseraed  me  until  the 
whole  line  of  floats  displaying  the  images  of  the  gods  had 
passed  and  the  racing  chariots  came  along. 

The  very  first  of  these  drawn  by  a  splendid  team  of  four 
dapple  grays,  was  driven  by  a  charioteer  wearing  the  oolors 
of  ibe  Crimsons'  Company.  I  did  not  need  to  hear  the  u- 
damation  of  Colgius : 

"There  is  Palus  I  That  is  Pains  T  to  recognise  tiiia  Ptinos 
of  Charioteers.    The  descriptions  I  had  heard  were  enoii|^ 
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to  hKTC  told  me  who  he  ma.  For  at  eren  ■  diitint  laf^ 
«f  him  I  did  not  vonder  &t  the  tales  which  gave  oot  th»t 
he  wai  a  half  brother  of  Commodus,  or  CommodnB  in  dia- 
gmae.  He  was  more  like  Commodus  than  any  half  brother 
"would  have  been  likely  to  hare  been ;  like  as  a  twin  brothta>, 
like  enough  to  be  actually  Commodus  hiniaelf.  He  had  all 
Commodus'  comelineea  of  port  and  refinement  of  poiaB. 
Every  attitude,  every  movement,  was  a  joy  to  behold.  I 
stared  back  and  fortii  from  this  paragon  in  a  cbarioteer'a 
tunic  to  the  stolid  lump  on  the  Imperial  throne,  pwplezed 
at  the  enigma,  feeling  just  on  the  verge  of  comprehendon, 
bnt  baffled.  I  kept  gazing  from  one  to  the  other  till  Paloa 
rounded  the  farther  goal  and  wbb  largdy  hidden  by  the  posta^ 
the  stend  for  the  bronxe  tally-egga,  the  obelisk  and  the  other 
omamoitB  of  the  gpina.* 

There  were  about  two  hondred  chariots,  for  very  few  teems 
were  entered  to  race  twice.  More  than  a  third  were  drives 
by  charioteers,  the  rest  by  grooms,  or  oQiers,  quite  competei^ 
to  control  them  at  a  walk,  though  some  of  the  more  £07 
had  also  men  on  foot  holding  their  bits. 

"Felix,"  Agsthemer  queried,  "did  yon  notice  anything  pe- 
caliar  about  tin  first  chariot  ?" 

"Yes,  Asper,"  I  replied,  "I  did.  I  never  saw  a  chariot 
vrith  its  wheels  so  close  together,  nor  with  each  long  spokes. 
Its  axle  is  hij^er  from  the  ground  than  any  I  ever  set  eyes 
aa." 

"I  recall,"  said  Agathemer,  "hearing  yon  reoonnt  a  lectora 
on  chariot-design  yoa  once  heard  frcHm  a  man  of  lof^  ata- 
tion." 

"The  design  of  that  chariot,*'  I  replied,  "certainly  talliee 
with  the  design  advocated  in  that  lecture.  It  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  Fains  has  accQ>ted  the  views  of  that  ferj 
.distingoiahed  lecturer." 

"Perhaps,"  said  Agathemer  drily.  "Fwhapa  it  indicates 
■omething  more  notable." 

"Perhaps,"  I  admitted. 

Most  of  the  teams  were  white  or  dai^le  gray,  those  being 
the  favorite  colors  oi  all  the  racing  companies  except  tiis 

■Sm  Note  a. 
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Undtfls  thonselrM,  among  vbom  it  wu  a  tnditioii  that  tnotf 
of  tbeir  racingHnlore  wen  unlucky  for  tbenL  Next  moet  fw 
qoent  wa«  bays,  then  sorrels,  vhile  roans  and  piebalds,  as 
usual,  were  distinctly  scarce.  Id  fact  there  were  but  thres 
teams  of  roans,  all  with  the  white  colors,  and  two  of  pie- 
balds, one  belonging  to  the  Greens  and  one  to  the  Blues. 
The  Bine  team  caught  my  eye,  even  at  so  great  a  distance. 
"When  it  came  opposite  us  I  nudged  Agathemer  and  queried  i 

"Afiper,  did  yon  ever  see  any  of  these  horses  before?" 

"Tea,  Felix,"  he  replied,  '^on  an  quite  right  in  your 
judgment;  the  left-hand  yoke-mate  is  the  very  stallion  yon 
an  thinking  of,  whidi  yon  and  I  hare  seen  and  handled 
before  to-day.  Yon  and  t  know  where  yon  rode  him  and 
how  he  passed  ont  of  your  ken." 

It  was,  in  foc^  the  trick  stallion,  I  had  ridden  at  Beat« 
fair  and  won  as  a  prize  of  my  riding  him,  which  had  been 
spirited  away  from  my  stable*  not  many  nights  after  he 
came  into  my  possession.  At  once  I  foresaw  some  attempt 
at  altogether  unusual  trickery  in  the  course  of  this  racing 
day.  The  team  of  four  splendid  piebald  stallions,  about  five 
years  old,  was  one  of  tlie  few  entered  for  two  races.  I 
oould  not  conjecture  how  a  horse  which  had  sp^t  his  youth 
as  trick-horse  in  possession  of  an  itinerant  takit,  bad  ao- 
4)nired,  since  I  knew  him,  reputation  raou^  to  be  yoke- 
mate in  a  team  highly  enough  thought  of  to  be  entered  for 
two  races  the  same  day  in  the  Circus  Maximns.  This  was 
a  puzzle  almost  as  al»orbing  as  the  likeness  and  contrast 
between  the  Emperor  and  Palus. 

The  racing  had  many  remarkable  features,  but  I  am  con- 
cerned to  relate  only  those  in  which  Pains  took  part 

At  once  after  the  procession  he  drore  in  the  first  race, 
always  a  perilous  honor.  When  we  saw  the  chariots  dart  out 
of  the  steridng-stalls,  the  Crimson  emerged  from  the  stall 
furthest  to  the  left,  just  that  which  is  the  worst  possible 
position  from  which  to  start  Although  thus  handicapped 
the  Crimson  seemed  a  horae-length  ahead  before  the  other 
chariots  had  cleared  the  siUs  of  their  stalls  and  a  full  chariot- 
length  ahead  before  it  reached  the  near  end  of  the  epina 
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mSL  W«  nv  Psliu  tike  the  mil  euily  and  bold  it  tiuonc^ 
oat  the  Tue,  after  the  first  turn  never  lees  tJian  two  fnU 
chariot-lengthfl  ahead  of  the  Oieen,  whidi  came  second.  The 
Bed  was  third,  which  comforted  Colgius  a  little.  Aa  Palna 
pueed  the  judges*  stand  he  threw  up  an  aim,  with  a  gestuxe 
W  bc^ish,  BO  debonair,  so  giaeafnl,  so  altogether  cbaracteiirtie 
of  Commodua,  that  I  felt  a  qualm  all  orer  me.  And  a  second 
geatnre  of  exaltation  aa  he  ranished  tbtoogh  the  Gate  of 
Triumph  was  eqnslly  individoaL 

The  Bed  won  the  second  race,  which  pat  Colgios,  Uttiae 
and  BamnioB  in  hi^  good  bamor  and  seemed  to  majce  tbeii 
b.t,  smiling  wives  even  more  smiling. 

Agathemer  and  I  agreed  that  the  romora  retailed  by  C(d- 
giaa  concerning  the  wager  said  to  have  been  made  bj  Palna 
were  i»obabljr  correct;  for  he  did  jost  what  that  rumor 
specified  and  so  singular  and  spectacular  a  series  of  feata 
coold  hardly  have  been  fortoitoas.  It  was  quite  plain  that 
he  polled  in  bis  team  in  the  third  race,  and  let  a  Gold  team 
get  the  lead  of  him  and  keep  it  till  five  eggs  and  fire  dolphins 
had  been  taken  down  by  the  tally-keepers'  menials  and  there 
were  but  two  full  laps  to  run.  Then  he  took  the  lead  easily 
in  the  middle  of  the  straight  and  won  by  four  full  lengths. 

So  of  the  other  racee  in  which  he  drove.  He  polled  in 
his  team  at  the  start  and  each  time  allowed  to  get  ahead  of 
him  one  more  team  than  in  his  last  race.  Then  he  yjy- 
ooaly  and  without  apparent  effort  passed  firet  <me,  in  <»ie 
itraigbt,  then  another  in  another,  varying  his  methods  fnm 
race  to  race,  watching  for  and  seizing  his  opportunitiee,  bid- 
ing his  time,  dashing  into  top  q>eed  as  he  chose,  all  aBaoa^Oj 
and  in  perfect  form. 

The  Blue  team  of  piebalds  with  my  trick-etallion  among 
iheta  won  the  fourth  race  ia  which  Folua  did  not  compete. 

The  deventh  rac^  in  which  Palus  let  the  whole  field  of 
five  precede  him,  was  most  exciting,  especially  becaose  of  the 
length  of  lead  he  gave  even  to  the  fifth  team,  and  the  im- 
pression of  inevitsblenees  about  his  victory  siterwarda.  The 
thirteenth,  in  which  he  did  not  drive,  was  notable  for  an 
ajqialling  smash-ap  of  five  chariots,  in  which  three  jodxfyi 
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vera  ldll«d  and  eight  horses  killed  outright  or  bo  badl;  in- 
jured that  the  clearing-ciew'  had  to  put  them  out  of  thmr 


The  fourteenth  race  wotild  hare  beoi  spoiled  b;  an  ereo 
VDTtt  masBBcre  had  it  not  been  for  the  anperlatiTe  wkin  of 
Tains  and  his  amazing  Inck.  He  had  passed  five  of  the  seven 
diariots  which  had  the  lead  of  him  at  the  start  and  was  a 
dose  third  to  the  two  Bine  teams,  with  the  entire  field 
well  up  behind,  three  abreast,  mostly,  bnnched  np  in  a  fash- 
ion which  seldom  happens.  The  whole  dozen  had  gathered 
vay  after  the  tenth  timi,  as  the;  came  ttp  the  strai^t  part 
the  judges  and  us  on  the  flrrt  lap,  while  two  eggs  and  two 
dolphins  still  remained  on  the  tall;  stands.  Two  thirds  up 
the  straight  jurt  when  all  twelve  teams  were  at  their  top 
speed,  the  Bine  chariot  furthest  out  from  the  gpiaa  wall 
swerved  to  the  right  as  if  the  jocke;  had  lost  control  of  hi* 
team.  Palus  lashed  his  four  and  they  increased  their  speed 
as  if  the;  had  been  held  in  before  and  darted  between  the 
two  Bines.  As  the  twelve  horses  were  nose  to  nose  the  outer 
Blue  pulled  sharply  inward  in  a  way  which  appeared  certain 
to  pocket  Pains  and  wreck  his  team  and  chariot,  but  evm 
more  certain  to  wreck  the  swerving  Blue.  What  Pains  did 
I  was  too  far  off  to  see,  bnt  the  roar  of  delight  firom  the 
front  rows,  which  spread  north,  sonth  and  west  till  it  sounded 
like  surf  in  a  tempest,  advertised  that  he  had  done  some- 
thing superlatively  adequate.  Certainly  he  slipped  between 
the  two  Blue  teams  and  won  his  race  handily,  as  he  did 
every  other  in  anccession,  though  eight,  nine,  ten  and  eleven 
duriotfl  led  him  at  the  start  of  each  in  succession. 

"What  do  yoii  think  of  that,  Asper?"  I  asked  Agathemer. 

"Pdix,"  he  replied,  "there  has  never  been  bnt  one  man  on 
eartii  who  could  manage  horses  like  that.  I've  seen  him  do 
it  I've  been  smuggled  in  to  watch  him,  like  many  another 
aervant  supposed  to  be  waiting  for  his  master  outside.  I 
tecogni2e  the  inimitable  witchery  of  him." 

"No  need  to  name  him,"  I  said.  "Bnt  if  you  are  ri^t^ 
who  is  wearing  his  robes  and  occupying  lus  usual  seat 
4i>^y?" 
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"That  uk  me  I"  Agathemer  replied,  "But  yon  jovmit, 
Feliz>  wbo  hare  seen  him  drive  so  much  otteaa  ttuu  I  hvn 
mast  agree  with  me  about  Pains." 

I  vas  mute. 

I  aerer  saw  a  better  mana^d  racing'-day.  The  first  twelvo 
xaces  of  six  chariots  each  veie  over  aod  done  with  more  than 
as  hour  before  soon  and  we  had  plen^  of  time  to  eat  the 
abundant  Innch  FosilU  and  her  two  friends  bad  pot  up  for 
va,  to  drink  all  we  wanted  of  the  wine  served  in  the  tsTem 
in  the  vaolt  to  the  left  of  the  entrance  etair,  nndemeaili 
the  seats  of  onr  section,  and  to  retara  to  oar  seats,  refreahed 
like  the  rest  of  that  fraction  of  the  spectators  which  went 
oat  and  came  backj  most  of  them  sitting  tight  in  th^r  seat*, 
unwilling  to  miss  any  of  the  tight-rope-waUdng,  jngglert' 
tricke,  fancy  riding  and  rest  of  the  diTersions  whidi  filled  ap 
the  noon  intervaL  Also  the  twelve  afternoon  races  of  twelve 
chariots  each  were  bo  prompU;  started,  with  ao  little  interval 
between,  that  the  last  race  was  run  a  full  two  hours  before 
snnset,  while  the  light  was  still  strong;  stronger,  in  fact, 
than  earlier  in  the  day,  ta  a  sort  of  film  of  cload  had  miti- 
gated the  glare  of  noon,  while  by  the  start  of  the  last  race 
the  sky  was  the  deepest,  clearest  bine  and  the  sun's  radiance 
tindimmed  by  any  hindrance. 

That  last  race!  Falus  passed  nine  competitors  in  ten 
half  laps,  and,  in  the  first  balf  of  the  sixth  lap,  was  again 
third  to  two  Blue  teams  one  of  which  was  the  piebald  team 
with  the  Beate  trick-stallion  as  left-hand  yoke-mate.  Again, 
as  in  the  fourteenth  race,  the  field  was  close  up,  widespread, 
bunched,  and  thondering  at  top  speed.  Falus  was  driving 
the  dapple  grays  with  which  he  had  won  the  first  race. 

Now,  what  happened,  happened  much  quicker  than  it  can 
be  told,  happened  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  The  inner 
leading  Blue  team  apparently  hugged  the  spina  wall  too  close 
and  jammed  its  left-band  hub-end  against  the  marble^  stop* 
ping  the  chariot,  bo  that  the  aile  and  pole  slewed  and  so  that 
the  horses,  since  the  pole  and  the  traces  did  not  snap,  were 
brought  nose  on  against  the  wall  and  piled  up  horridly,  just 
at  the  goal-line,  opposite  the  judges  stand,  and  falling  so 
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fiut  u  the;  fell  the;  stnti^tened  out  the  pole  and  brought 
the  chariot  to  a  Btandetill  with  its  axle  oeatl;  acrou  the 
course. 

The  other  Bine,  with  the  piebalds,  was  not  dose  io  to 
tiie  leaders,  but  fairly  well  out  end  about  a  Umgtfa  behind. 
As  the  wall-team  piled  up  something  happened  among  the 
free-rannii)g  piebalds.  Of  course,  I  conjectnre  tliat  the 
trick-stallion  threw  himself  sideways  at  a  signal.  But  if 
teaat  incredible  that «  creatare  as  timid  as  a  horse,  so  omi- 
pellingly  controlled  by  the  instinct  to  keep  on  its  feet,  shoold, 
in  the  frenzy  of  the  crisis  of  a  race,  while  in  the  mad  rash 
of  a  fnll-speed  gallop,  obey  a  signal  so  out  of  Tariaoce  with 
liis  natural  impulse.  Agathemer  tows  he  saw  ilie  trick- 
ttallion  throw  himself  against  the  chief  horse  while  he  and 
the  other  two  were  miming  strong  and  true.  I  did  not  see 
that;  I  only  saw  the  four  piebalds  go  down  in  a  heap  in 
front  of  their  diariot,  saw  the  chariot  stop  dead,  saw,  even 
at  that  distance,  that  its  axle  was  perfectly  in  line  with 
the  axle  of  the  other  wrecked  chariot,  both  chariotB  right 
aide  up  and  too  close  together  for  any  chariot  to  pass  between 

palos,  ■fcjfnniing  Qie  sand  not  three  horse  lengths  behind 
the  piebalds,  was  trapped  and  certain  to  be  piled  up  against 
the  wreded  Blues,  under  three  or  four  more  of  the  field 
thundering  behind  him. 

Actually,  at  that  distance,  I  saw  hie  pose,  the  rery  outline 
of  his  neck  and  shoulders,  express  not  alarm  but  exultation. 
Althoogh  his  ri^t  ear  and  part  of  the  back  of  his  bead 
wms  towards  me,  I  could  almost  see  him  yell.  I  could 
descry  how  the  lash  of  his  whip  flew  over  his  team,  how 
craftily  he  managed  his  reins. 

Bight  at  the  narrow  gap  he  drore.  In  it  his  horses  did 
not  jam  or  &11  or  stumble  or  jostle.  The  yoke-mates  held 
on  like  skimming  swallows,  the  trace-mates  seemed  to  rise 
into  the  air.  I  seemed  to  see  the  two  wheels  of  his  chariot 
interlock  with  the  two  wheels  of  the  upright,  statiouBTy 
wrecked  chariots,  his  left-hand  wheel  between  the  chariot* 
body  and  right-band  wheel  of  the  diariot  on  his  left,  bis  right* 
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kaud  wheel  between  the  cbiriot-body  moA  lefi^nd  vheel  flC 
the  chariot  on  hia  right. 

Certainly  I  mw  his  diariot,  with  him  etwt  in  it^  riae 
in  the  sir,  bbw  it  bump  od  the  ground  beTond  the  two  tta- 
tionaiy  chariots,  saw  it  leap  up  again  from  its  wheels'  impact 
upon  the  Band,  all  ionr  of  his  dapple  grays  on  their  feet 
and  mnning  smoothly,  saw  him  speed  on  and  round  th* 
vpper  goal-postfi. 

As  Falos  came  roond  the  next  lap,  well  ahead  of  the 
diminished  field,  he  craftily  avoided  the  heap  of  wreckage. 
As  he  won  he  dropped  his  reins  altogether,  threw  op  both 
aims,  and  yelled  like  a  lad.  As  he  Taniehed  through  the 
Triimiphal  Qatewaj,  he  again  dropped  his  reins,  left  hii 
team  to  guide  themselTes,  and  tamed  half  round  to  wan* 
an  exultant  farewell  to  the  spectators. 

"What  do  yoQ  think,  Asper?"  I  asked  Agathemer. 

"Felix,"  said  he,  "I  wouldn't  bet  a  copper  that  the  occit- 
pant  of  the  throne  is  not  Commodns.  But  111  wager  my 
amnlet-bag  and  all  it  contains  tiiat  Fains  is  not  Dncconins 
PnTfnr.** 

He  said  it  under  his  breath,  that  I  alone  might  bear. 

"Mj  idea,  preciaely,  Asper,"  I  replied. 


CHAPTKE  yiTT 


AS  we  left  the  Ciicns  I  heard  in  the  crowd  near  ju, 
along  with  fierce  domnciations  of  the  Crimsons  and 
Golds,  execrated  by  all  the  commonality  as  merely  rich  men'a 
e(Hnpanies,  the  most  enthusiastic  laudations  of  Fains  and 
expressions  of  hopes  that  the  Blaes,  Greens,  Beds  or  Whitei^ 
according  to  the  preference  of  the  speaker,  might  yet  win  him 
over  and  benefit  by  his  prowess. 

Colgius,  although  the  fieds  had  won  bat  fire  races,  was  in 
«  hif^  good  humor  and  insisted  on  the  whole  paify  coming 
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in  to  a  family  dinner.  The  three  irirea  oocapied  the  middle 
aofs,  vhile  Agatiiemer  ind  I  had  the  upper  all  to  auraelTet. 
The  fue  wu  abundant  and  good,  with  plenty  of  the  cheaper 
nli§hes  to  begin  vith;  roast  sucking-pig,  odd  sliced  nnit 
pori^  baked  ham,  and  veal  atew  for  the  principal  dishes, 
with  cabbage,  beans  and  lentils ;  the  wine  was  passable,  and 
tiiere  was  plen^  of  olives,  figs,  apples,  honey  and  quince 
marmalade. 

The  women  talked  among  themselres  and  the  men,  with 
iu  potting  in  a  word  now  and  then,  of  Palus.  They  argoed 
ft  long  time  as  to  just  what  he  did  in  the  fourteenth  race 
sod  how  he  had  saved  himself  at  the  critical  moment  As 
to  his  victory  in  the  last  race,  all  three  of  them  were  loud 
in  their  praises.     Colgins  said: 

'TTothing  like  that  has  ever  happened  before.  The  char- 
iot which  Falus  drove  had  the  shortest  axle  I  ever  eaw  or 
anybody  else.  No  other  chariot  but  that  could  have  passed 
between  the  two  wrecked  chariots;  any  other  would  have 
crashed  its  two  wheels  against  the  wrecked  chariot-bodiee 
ftnd  would  have  smashed  to  bits.  His  chariot  was  so  narrow 
that  its  wheels  passed  between  the  two  chariot-bodies,  clear. 

"Even  so  any  other  chariot  would  have  stopped  dead  when 
its  wheels  bit  the  axles  of  the  stalled  chariots,  for  it  wa» 
plain  that  his  wheels  interlocked  with  the  wheels  of  the 
stalled  chariots  and  hit  the  axles.  But  his  chariot  had  the 
longest  spokes  evor  seen  in  Bome,  or,  I  believe,  anywhere 
else,  and  so  had  the  tallest  wheels  ever  seen  and  had  its  axle 
higher  above  the  sand  than  any  otJier  chariot ;  so  its  wheels 
fogaged  the  stalled  axles  well  below  their  hub-level  and  so 
the  team  pulled  them  right  over  the  axks  and  on.*' 

'^es,"  said  Uttius,  "but  that  never  would  have  happened 
but  for  Pains'  instantaneous  grasp  of  the  situatiaii  and  light- 
ning decision.  Any  other  charioteer  would  have  reined  in 
or  tried  to  swing  round  to  the  right;  he  lashed  hie  team  and 
gaided  them  so  perfectly  that,  with  not  a  hand's-breadth  to 
■pare  anywhere,  the  two  wheels  passed  precisely  where  there 
was  the  only  chance  of  their  passing,  and  he  guided  his  horses 
■0  perfectly  that  the  yoke-mates  Aot  between  the  stalled 
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tile  door,  wb$i«,  once  ontaide,  tiw  cool  ni^t  air  mida  ns 
feel  filmoet  edwred,  thon^. still  too  neuly  drank  to  be  amv 
tt  onr  location  or  diroction. 

Uore  by  lack  than  anjthii^  elm  ire  took  tiis  tif^t  tun 
and  found  the  harbor  front  befon  the  ai^t  wu  entizdy 
blftdc  In  the  half  gloom  ire  tried  to  find  the  |ara'  fron 
which  ire  had  come  that  morning.  As  to  exjdtatd  ve  heard 
«  cheerfitl  ludL 

"It  that  yon,  OiontidoBP" 

-  Agathemer  called. 

"Aye,  Aye  I"  came  back  the  cheery  anmn  "Comfe 
aboard  I" 

-  And  we  were  met  and  aBnsted  np  the  gaag-jdank  and  down 
OTer  the  bulwarks. 

"I  wai  afraid  yon  boye  were  lost,"  the  ahipmaeter  said, 
"and'  I  am  to  sail  at  dawn,  after  all;  everything  is  aboard. 
I'm  g^d  to  see  yon.  You're  dined  pretty  Uberally.  Coin* 
orer  hen  and  get  to  deep." 

:  And  he  led  na  to  where  we  foond  scsnethiag  soft  to  sleep 
on. 
'    I  was  asleep  almost  as  soim  as  I  lay  down. 

I  awoke  with  a  terrific  headache  and  an  aonoying  busing 
in  my  ears,  awoke  only  partially,  not  knowing  whwe  I  was 
or  why  and  without  any  distinct  recollections  of  recent 
erents.  My  firat  sensation  was  disoHnfart,  not  only  from  the 
^in  of  my  headache,  bat  also  from  the  heat  of  the  aanraya 
beating  on  me,  and  that  despite  the  fact  that  I  eould  ied 
a  strong  cool  breeze  mfOing  my  hair  and  beard. 

I  sat  np  and  looked  aboat  me.  Agatimner  was  smffing. 
The  son  was  not  low;  in  iaxA,  at  that  time  of  tiie  year,  it 
was  near  its  highest     I  had  dept  till  noon  I 

Then,  all  of  a  sndden  I  realized  that  the  ship  was  irtioUy 
strange  to  me  and  that  it  was  headed  not  sootheast,  bi^ 
ziorihwest  That  realisation  shocked  me  broad  awake.  At 
the  same  instant  I  saw  the  shipmaster  apptoaching.  He 
was  not  Orontides,  nor  was  he  at  all  like  him.  He  bad 
small  feet,  was  knock-kneed,  tall,  lean,  had  a  habdut-faoa 
•Dd  red  hair. 
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"Amks  at  hstl^  lie  ctaamented.  "Ton  Uds  moii  ban 
dined  g^orioiuly  last  nij^t  Ton  don't  look  half  joaiselne^ 
yet- 

He  stared  at  me,  and  at  Agathemei,  who  had  waked,  into 
jgmch.  the  eame  sort  of  daze  in  irhich  I  bad  been  at  fiist 

"Keptnne's  trident  P  the  shipmaster  exclaimed,  '^on  two 
aren't  the  two  lads  I  ma  to  convoy  I  Who  are  yon  and 
how  did  yon  get  here?" 

"We  were  hanting  for  oar  ahip  after  daik,"  Agathemer 
Baid,  "and  somebody  hailed  oa.  We  asked  whether  it  was 
Oiontides  and  the  answer  that  came  back  was:  'Aye,  Ayel* 
"We  were  pretty  thoroughly  drank  and  were  glad  to  be  helped 
aboard  and  shown  onr  beds.     That's  all  I  know."  , 

"Kingdom  of  Pinto  I"  the  Bhipmaster  cried,  '^y  name'a 
Gerootides,  not  Orontides.  I  heard  yoor  qaestion,  bat  yon 
were  so  drank  I  never  knew  tbe  difference:  probably  I 
shooldn't  have  known  the  difieroice  if  yoa  had  hem  sober. 
I  was  on  the  lookoat  for  two  lads  moch  l^e  yon  two  who  had 
part  paid  me  to  carry  them  to  Gwoa.     They'll  be  in  a  fix." 

"'Boot  ship,"  said  Agatbraier,  "and  put  back  to  Ostia. 
Ton  can't  be  far  «i  you  way  yet.  We^  pay  yoa  what  yov 
uk  to  set  vs  ashore  at  Ostia." 

"I  woaldn't  Itoat  ship,"  said  Qormtticles,  "for  twenty  gold 
piecee." 

"We'll  pay  yoQ  thirty,"  said  Agathemer. 

"Don't  bid  any  higher,  son,"  Q«rontides  laughed.  "If  yoa 
-were  made  of  gold,  to  Genoa  yon  go.  I've  a  bigger  stake  in  m 
quick  landidg  at  Genoa  than  any  sum  yon  coald  name  woold 
orerbalance.    Best  be  content  I" 

And  content  we  had  to  be,  no  ai:gameQts»  no  entreaties 
nothing  woold  move  him. 

"Ill  be  fur  with  you,"  he  said.  "The  lads  I  io<A  you 
for  had  paid  me  all  I  had  asked  them  except  one  gold  piece 
each  on  landing  at  Genoa.    Thaf  9  all  yoall  hav«  to  pay  me." 

Nothing  wonld  badge  him  from  hia  resolatum.  Agathemer 
in  despair  drowned  hia  misery  in  flageolet  playing.  It 
seemed  to  ccmifort  him  and  certainly  cconforted  me.  Tba 
«nw  vere  delisted.    After  a  voyage  as  easy  and  pleasint 
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u  our  cmiM  with  Uaganno,  we  landed  on  the  eighth  daj 
before  the  Idee  of  September,  at  Genoa,  ptid  oar  two  gold 
pieces  and  set  about  getting  out  of  that  cit;  as  quickly  as 
mif^t  be.  We  aToided,  of  course,  the  poflting-ctstion  where 
we  bad  changed  horsee  while  in  couriers'  trappings.  But 
tiiere  was  a  poetiag-statioa  at  each  gate  of  Qenoa  and  we^ 
having  talked  over  all  poeaibilities  in  the  intervals  of  flageo- 
let playing,  were  for  Dertona.  We  had  little  trouble  in  bay- 
ing &  used  traveUing-carriaga.  Horses  we  did  not  have  to 
wait  long  for,  as  hiring  teams  were  luckily  plentiful  tiiat 
day  and  Imperial  agents  scarce.     Off  we  set  for  Milan. 

We  were  in  baate  but  there  waa  no  hurrying  postillions 
on  those  mountain  roads.  We  nooned  at  some  sameleoa 
<jiange-houBe  and  were  glad  to  make  the  thirty-six  miles  to 
Libarium  by  dusk.  The  next  day  was  consumed  in  oom^ 
ing  the  thirty-five  miles  to  Dertona.  From  tiiere  oa,  wi 
travelled,  in  general  down  hill,  and  so  quicker,  but  not  much 
quicker,  so  that  a  third  day  entire  was  needed  for  making 
tiie  fifty-one  miles  to  Flaoentia. 

-  Placeatia,  a  second  time,  waa  anlucky  for  us.  It  might 
have  been  worse,  for  we  did  not  again  eocauntw  Qratillus, 
or  anyone  else  who  might  have  recognized  me.  '  But  I  made 
a  fool  of  myself.  I  am  not  going  to  tell  what  haf^ieaed ; 
Agathemor  never  reproached  me  for  my  folly,  not  even  in 
our  bitterest  misery;  but  I  reproached  myself  daily  for  nearly 
three  years;  I  am  still  ashamed  of  myself  and  I  do  not  want 
to  set  down  my  idiotic  behavior. 

Let  it  suffice,  that,  throng  no  fault  of  Agathemer's,  but 
wholly  through  my  fault,  we  were  suspected,  interrogated, 
trteeted,  stripped,  our  brand-maikB  and  scourge^cars  ob- 
served and  ourselves  haled  before  a  magistrate.  To  him 
Agathemer  told  the  same  tale  he  had  told  to  Tarmtmos 
S^^ndlns.  It  might  have  served  had  we  been  dealing  wiUi 
a  man  of  like  temper,  for  travellers  from  Ancooa  for 
Aquileia  regnlsxly  passed  throuj^  Plscentia  turning  there 
from  northwest  ahmg  the  road  from  Ancona  to  northeast 
tilxmg  the  road  to  Aquileia. 

But  Stabilina  Norbanm  was  a  very  dlflarest  kind  of  man. 
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*7oiir  story  ma;  be  true,"  he  said,  "but  it  impnues  nitt 
at  UL  ingeoiooB  lie.  li  I  believed  it  I'd  not  said  men  like 
you,  iritli  their  records  written  in  welta  on  their  baclcB,  with 
an;  convoy,  no  matter  how  strict,  on  the  lon^r  journey  to 
Aquileia,  on  whidi  you'd  have  countlees  oj^rtunities  q{ 
IBcape.  I  do  not  beUeve  your  tale.  Yet  I'll  pay  this  miu^ 
attention  to  it :  111  write  to  Vedios  AquileieBsis  and  ask  him 
it  he  owned  two  slaTea  answering  your  descriptionB  and  lost 
ibaa  through  onexplained  diei^pearance  or  known  crimpiof 
1^  Dalmatian  i»ratefl  at  about  the  time  yon  indicate. 

"Heantima  111  commit  yon  to  an  trgathiium,*  where  you'll 
be  herded  with  your  kind,  all  safely  chained,  so  that  no 
escape  is  possible,  and  all  doing  some  good  to  the  state  by 
some  sort  of  productiTe  labor.  A  winter  at  the  flonr-miUe 
will  do  yoQ  two  good." 

Our  winter  at  the  mills  may  hare  benefited  ns,  but  it 
was  certainly,  with  its  sncceesor  at  similar  mills,  coie  of  the 
,twD  most  wretched  winters  of  my  life.  And  i^themer,  X 
think,  suffered  every  bit  as  acutely  as  L  We  iren  not 
chained,  except  for  a  few  days  and  about  twice  as  many  more 
nights;  as  soon  as  the  manage  of  the  ergastvlum  felt  that 
he  knew  us  he  let  ns  go  unchained  lilra  the  rest  of  hi» 
charges. 

This  was  because  of  the  structure  of  the  ergaatulum.  It 
was  located  in  the  odlars  oi  one  of  the  six  or  more  grsnarie* 
of  Flacentia,  which  has,  near  each  city  gate,  an  extensiTe 
public  store-house.  The  gransry  under  which  we  were  im- 
mured was  that  near  the  Creanona  gate.  Above  ground  it 
was  a  series  of  rectangles  about  courtyards  each  just  big 
enough  to  accommodate  four  carts,  all  unloading  or  loading 
at  mce.  It  was  everywhere  of  four  stories  of  bin-room^ 
all  built  of  coarse  hard-faced  rubble  concrete.  The  cellars 
were  very  extensive,  and  not  all  on  one  level,'  being  cun- 
ningly planned  to  be  everywhere  about  the  same  depth  under- 
ground. Where  their  floor-levels  altered  the  two  were  joined 
by  short  flights  of  three,  four  or  five  stone  stops,  under  • 
vaulted  doorway,,  in  the  thick  partition  wall*. 
'  '■Bm  !Hcit«  B, 
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Eadt  cellar-floor  was  about  four  yards  bdow  ti)«  ground 
level  BO  that  a  tall  man,  etanding  on  a  tall  man's  ahouldera, 
could  barely  reach  with  his  oatBtretched  fingers  the  tip  of 
the  sill  of  one  of  the  low  windows.  These  windows,  eaidt 
about  a  yard  high  and  two  yards  broad,  were  heavily  barred 
with  gratings  of  Toimd  iron  bare  as  thick  as  a  man's  wrist, 
set  too  close  together  for  a  boy's  head  to  pass  between  them, 
and  each  two  bars  hot-welded  at  each  intersection,  so  that 
each  grating  was  practically  one  piece  of  wrou^t  iron,  made 
before  the  granary  was  bnilt  and  with  the  ends  of  each  bar 
Bet  deep  in  the  flinty  old  mbble  concrete.  The  innutee  need 
not  be  chained,  as  no  escape  was  possible  throng  tlie  win- 
dows, though  raw  night  air,  rain,  snow  at  times  and  tiie  1(7 
winter  blasts  came  in  on  us  thioni^  them. 

Similarly  no  escape  was  possible  up  the  one  enbanoe  to 
the  cellars,  which  was  through  an  inner  coortyard,  from 
which  led  down  a  stone  stair  with  four  sets  of  heavy  doors; 
one  at  the  bottom,  one  at  each  end  of  a  landing  lighted  by 
a  heavily  barred  window,  and  one  at  the  top.  Between  the 
inner  and  onter  courtyard  were  two  sets  of  heavier  doors  and 
two  equally  heavy  were  at  the  street  entrance  of  the  oatet 
conrtyard.  On  the  stair-landing  was  the  chained-np  porter- 
acconntant  seated  nnder  the  window  on  a  backless  stool  by  a 
small,  heavy  accountant's  table  on  which  stood  a  tall  dap- 
tydra  by  bis  big  acconnt-book.  Checking  the  honrs  by  the 
depaydm,  he  entered  the  name  of  every  human  being  passing, 
np  or  down  tiiat  stair,  even  the  name  of  the  manager  eveiy 
time  he  came  in  or  went  ont.  By  him  always  stood  a  wild 
Scythian,  armed  with  a  spear,  girt  with  a  sabre,  and  with 
a  short  bow  and  a  quiver  of  short  arrows  banging  over  his 
back.  Similar  Scythians  guarded  the  doorways,  a  pair  of 
them  to  each  door.  The  slide  by  which  the  grain  was  lowered 
into  the  ergoBtvlum,  the  other  aUde  by  which  tiie  flour,  coarse 
liftings  and  bran  were  hauled  np,  were  similarly  guarded. 
Escape  was  made  so  difficult  by  these  precautions  tiiat,  while 
t  was  there,  no  one  escaped  out  of  the  three  hundred  wretches 
eonflned  in  the  ergastiJum. 

There  we  suffmd  sleepless  ni^ta  in  oar  hard  bnnk^ 
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•maABt  irofa  and  tattered  ^oilta,  tonnaitod  by  ewy  mt  a( 
vennin.  Swaxmifif  vith  Teimin  iro  tcaled  timni^  the  days^ 
fnna  tiifl-  flrat  liint  tii  li^  to  its  last  ^immer,  shivering  in 
oer  n^ed '  tunica,  oar  bare  feet  niunb  on  the  chillj  paT»< 
Bmtts.  We  vere  oold*  hvngrj,  underfed  on  faxHribly  levol^ 
ing  food,  reviled,  abneed,  beaten  and  alwaya  BDuuiing  from 
old  vdts  or  nen:  weals  of  the  vhip-laahu. 

It  vas  all  a  nightmare;  the  toil,  the  lashingB,  if  our  mo- 
aot(KioiM  walk  aroirnd  onr  mill,  eig]it  men  to  a  mill,  two  to 
eadk  bar,  did  not  snit  the  notions  of  the  room-overeeez; 
the  dam]»«i8,  the  cold,  the  vennin,  the  pain  of  oar  cntiealed 
bnuset>  the  scsn^  food  and  its  disgnBting  nneatableneea. 

The  food  seemed  the  wont  fettare  of  our  miser;.  So,  ijt 
Saetf  it  a^>ears  to  have  aeemed  to  Qttr  despicable  compBA- 
icais.  Certainly,  of  the  food  they  complained  more  Uian  td 
ibe  toil,  the  edld,  the  Terrain,  the  malignity  of  the  overseer* 
or  even , of  tlw  iWbari^  of  the  Scythian  guards.  Anyhow 
their  fury  at  the  quality  of  their  food  bionght  to  me  and 
Agsthemer  an  aUeviatiMt  of  our  misery.  For  soma  hot- 
beaded  wretches,  goaded  beyond  cndnrance,  jerked  the  bara 
of  their  mill  from,  their  sockets  and  with  tiiem  felled,  beat 
to  death  and  ena  brained  Q»  cook  and  his  two  osaistantk 

After  their  corpses  had  been  lemoted,  the  floor  swabbed 
vp  and  the  mnrdeien  tamed  okt  to  the  ^oating  Scythian! 
to  be  dona  to  death  by  impalenunt^  Scythian  fuhimi,  witii 
all  the  twtoree  Scythian  ferocity  could  derise,  the  manager. 
WKit  from  cellar  to  cdlar,  all  throng  the  €rgaatvlwn,  enqnir* 
ing  if  any  prisoner  conU  ax^.  No  me  volonteered,  and, 
iriieo  he  qntstioned  more  Uian  a  few,  eTeryone  denied  Anj 
knowledge  of  ooojraiy. 

A  second  time  he  made  the  tonr  of  hia  domain,  promrain^ 
any  cook  a  warm  tnnic,  a  bnnk  with  a  thick  mattreea  and 
two  heavy  quilts,  all  the  food  he  could  eat  and  two  helperB ; 
the  helpers  to  have  similar  indnlgences.  On  this  second 
ronnd,  in  onr  cellar,  a  Lydian,  nearer  to  being  fat  than  any 
iwisnter  in  the  ergattvivm,  admitted  that  he  could  make  and 
bake  bread,  bnt  vowed  that  he  could  not  do  anything  els* 
oimnected  with  cooking.    Spurred  on  by  his  oonlcasiwt  tat 
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taaptad  hy  ttib  offen  of  better  clothing  uid  bfldding  and 
mon  food,  abo  by  th«  memorieB  of  Agath«na*B  cookei;  tiw 
Vinter  before,  I  blurted  out  that  Agathemer  oonld  not  nuka 
bread,  bnt  could  do  ererTthing  else  needed  in  cookeij. 
Agathemer,  after  one  reproachful  glance  at  su^  sdiiutt«l 
tlut  be  waa  a  cook  of  a  sort,  bat  declared  that  he  ms  almost 
as  bad  a  cook  as  the  wretch  jvst  murdered.  The  orcsaeer 
bade  him  go  to  the  kitchen  and  told  him  he  mi^t  adect  a 
helper;  the  balrer  vonid  have  been  the  other  helper.  At 
helper  Agathemer,  naturally,  selected  me. 

After  that  ire  suffered  less.  The  slaTee  acclaimed  Agatii»- 
mer'a  cooking;  for,  if  their  rations  were  atill  acanty  by 
order  of  the  watchful  manager,  at  least  their  food  was  edible. 
Far  from  being  ultimately  killed,  like  our  predeoeeBon,  and 
ooDtinuelly  threatened  and  reviled,  wa  were  blessed  by  onr 
lalloir-elaTes.  We  slept  better,  is  spite  of  the  Termin,  on 
(tor  gtMs-BtofTed  mattreasee,  under  our  fonl  quilts,  m  ahiv- 
ered  leas  ih  oor  thicker  tunica.  We  irere  not  too  tired  to 
discuss,  at  times,  Hie  oddities  of  our  Tieiseitodes,  to  odd* 
grstulate  each  other  on  being,  at  leas^  alite,  on  my  not 
being  sospected  of  being  what  I  setually  was,  and,  above  all, 
<ai  the  safety  of  our  old,  blackened,  greasy,  worthlees4ooking, 
amulet-bags,  with  ilieir  piecious  contenis.  To  be  redaoed 
to  carrying  food  to  three  hundred  of  the  vQeet  rascals  alin 
was  a  horrible  fate  for  a  man  who  had,  two  yeuv  befcur^  been 
>  wealthy  nobleman,  bnt  it  was  far  better  than  death  as  a 
mqwcted  conspirator.  And  Agatttemer  was  hoptfnl  of  oof 
future  of  survival,  of  escape,  of  comfort  samewbere  after  ha 
had  sold  another  emerald,  niby,  or  opaL  Nothing  conldf 
£or  any  length  of  time,  dim  or  clond  the  H^t  of  Agathmer's 
booyaneyof  dispoaition. 
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OUB  pnanotion  from  the  mills  to  the  kitcbsn  took  place 
early  in  March  of  the  year  Then  Maniiu  Adliaa  Ol^rio, 
after  an  interval  of  thirty-fonr  years  since  bis  first  consnl- 
ship,  was  consnl  for  the  second  time  and  had  as  nominal  asso- 
ciate Commodos,  preening  himself,  for  the  fifth  time,  on  the 
highest  office  in  the  Bepnblic,  which  be  had  done  little  to  de- 
serve, and  while  be  held  it,  did  less  to  justify  himself  in  poe- 
aes8ing>  sinoe  he  left  most  of  the  duties  of  the  consulship 
to  Glabrio^  B0  h«  left  most  of  the  Fiindpate  to  FereoniB,  his 
Prefect  of  the  Pnetorinm.  All  of  this,  of  cotine,  we  leunt 
'  later  in  the  year;  for,  inside  onr  prison,  we  knew  nothing  of 
what  went  on  in  Placentia,  let  alone  of  what  went  on  in  Italy 
and  in  Bome  itself. 

We  bad  been  cooking  for  m(ffe  than  three  months,  when, 
abont  the  middle  of  Jone,  onr  attention  in  the  cellars  was 
distracted  from  doling  out  food,  as  that  of  the  wretches  we 
served  was  distracted  from  eating  their  scan^  rations,  by 
an  nnnsnal  nproor  in  the  street  oatside  of  onr  windom.  We. 
could  descry,  in  the  morning  sunlight,  military  trappings, 
tattered  cloaks,  ragged  tonics,  dingy  kilt-etraps,  eheenless  hel- 
mets, nnkempt  beards,  and  brawny  arms  in  the  crowds  which 
packed  the  narrow  streets.  The -mob  seemed  made  up  of 
zoQgh  frontier  soldiery,  and  we  morrelled.  at  the  presence 
of  snch  jD&i  in  Italy. 

The  nproar  increased  and  ve  heard  it  not  only  from  ths 
streets  bat  from  the  conrtysrdB ;  we  conld  not  m^  oat  any; 
words,  bnt  the  tone  of  the  tumultuous  growls  was  menacing- 
end  imperatiTe.  After  no  long  interml  the  doors  at  the  foot 
of  the  one  stair  burst  open  and  there,  entered  to  ns  flirMi 
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oentariom,  indabitabl;  from  distant  frontier  gurUooM,  tc 
compKoied  by  aix  or  aeveo  opUotut  *  tnd  a  doccn  or  iiu»e 
Ic^onuies.  Tlie  privates  and  coTporala  stood  eilent  idultf 
one  of  the  three  aergeanta  addreesed  as : 

"Xo  one  shall  be  compelled  to  join  ne.  Every  man  of  yoa 
■hall  hare  his  onforced  dioice.  All  vho  join  ns  shall  be 
ijva.  Sach  as  prefer  to  remain  where  they  are  sit  dovnl 
All  vho  select  to  join  na  stand  np  I" 

If  any  man  oat  down  I  did  not  see  him.  Throng  th« 
door  we  flowed  withont  jostling  or  crowding,  for  at  the  first 
■l^)earance  of  a  tendency  to  posh  forward  the  sergeant's  big 
voice  bellowed  a  warning  and  order  reigned.  ITp  the  stair 
we  poured,  passing  on  the  landing  the  mute,  motionleeB  poi^ 
ter-accountant  and  his  Scythian  guard,  cowed  immobile  be* 
tveen  two  bnrly  frontier  centnrions;  ont  into  the  coartyard 
WB  streamed,  more  and  more  following  till  tiie  courtyard  waa 
packed.  The  whole  movenent  wea  made  in  silence,  withooi 
ft  cheer  or  yell,  for,  like  the  porter  and  the  SeythianB,  tha 
most  nnconscionable  villains  in  onr  vryaaivlnm  quailed  be- 
fore the  tnicidence  of  the  frontier  sergeants, ' 

In  the  outer  conr^  at  the  suggestion  of  one  of  tlioee  same 
centurions,  every  man  of  ns  drank  his  fill  at  the  weli-cnrb^ 
pairs  of  the  l^onaries  taking  turns  at  hanling  up  the  backets 
and  watering  ns,  much  as  if  We  bad  been  tjursty  work- 
horses.  After  they  bad  made  sore  that  none  had  mieaed  « 
dunce  to  quench  his  thirst,  tbey  roughly  marshalled  ns  info 
some  semblance  of  order  and  out  into  the  street  we  trooped, 
irliNe  we  found  ourselves  between  two  detachments  of  fron- 
tier soldiers,  one  filling  the  street  ahead  of  us  from  house- 
wall  to  faonse-WBll,  the  other  similarly  blocking  the  street  be- 
hind us.  Between  them  we  were  marched  to  tlie  market- 
square,  where  we  bad  plenty  of  room,  for  we  had  it  all  to 
ourselves,  the  soldiery  having  cleared  it  and  a  squad  of  them 
blocking  the  entrance  of  each  street  leading  into  it,  so  that 
Qie  townsfolk  were  kept  ont  and  we  herded  among  the  frontier 
soldiery. 

Their  oentnritmB,  to  the  number  of  ei^teen,  stood  together 
on  ilie  atone  platform  from  which  orators  were  atxnietomied 
'  ■&«  Kots  r. 
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to  sddreu  ot  hanuigiie  sodi  crowds  u  migbt  aswmbla  is 
the  market-aquue.  Before  it  ve  packed  ourselTee  as  cloedtf 
as  we  could,  eager  to  hear.  About  mb  idled  the  soldierj  not 
occapied  in  gnarding  the  apjwoach  to  the  aqoare. 

One  of  the  sergeants  made  a  speech  to  as,  explaining  our 
libezatioD  and  their  preeenos  in  Flacestia.  He  called  na 
''ctonradea"  and  b^aa  his  faarangne  with  a  long  and  Timknt 
deuimclation  of  Perennis,  the  Prefect  of  the  Palace.  PersQ^ 
jois,  be  declared,  hod  been  a  slave  of  the  vilest  origin  and 
had  won  his  freedom  and  the  favor  of  the  Palace  anthoritiee 
and  of  the  Emperor  not  by  merit  hut  by  rank  fftToritisio. 
He  maintained  that  Perennis,  as  Prefect  of  the  Palace,  ha4 
gained  snch  an  ascendancy  over  Ccmmodos  that  bealdes  bis 
prop^  duties  as  gnardian  of  the  Emperor's  personal  safet;, 
anrely  a  chargs  sofficiently  heavy  to  burden  any  one  man  and 
snffieiently  honorable  to  satisfy  any  reasonably  man,  his 
master  had  been  enticed  into  entrusting  to  Perennis  the  man- 
agement of  the  «itire  Empire^  so  that  be  alone  controlled 
promotloiis  in  and  appointmenta  to  the  navy,  army  and  treas- 
ury services.  In  this  capacity,  as  sole  minister  and  repre* 
aentative  of  the  sover^go,  Penomis  had  enriched  himself  by 
taking  bribes  from  all  from  whom  he  coald  extort  bribes. 
By  his  venality  he  had  gone  for  towards  mining  the  navy 
and  army,  which  were  by. now  more  than  half  officered  1^ 
hopeless  incompetents  who  had  bought  their  appointments. 
As  a  result  the  legionaries  garrisoning  the  lines  along  tha 
Euphrates,  the  Carpathians,  the  Dannfae,  the  Ehine  and  the 
Wail,  since  they  were  badly  led,  had  suffered  undeserved 
mishandling  from  the  barbarians  attacking  them ;  and  even 
the  garrisonS'Of  mountain  districts  like  Armenia,.  Fieidia,  and 
Lositania  had  been  mauled  by  the  bands  of  outlaws.  He 
instanced  the  rebellion  of  Matemns  as  a  result  of  the  incoiOr 
petence  and  venality  of  Perennis. 

Worse  than  this,  he  said,  Perennis  was  plotting  the  Em- 
peror's assassination  and  the  elevation  to  tiie  Prindpate  of 
one  of  his  two  sons.  This  project  of  hie,  which  he  wa* 
furthering  by  astute  secret  machinatione,  had  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  a  loyal  maober  of  the  Emperor's  Fetinuei    Hfl 
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had  written  of  it  to  a  brother  of  his,  Centarimi  *  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Legion,  entitled  "Tictarions"  and  quartered  <m  ihe 
^all,  along  the  northern  frontier  of  Britain,  towards  the 
Caledonian  Highlands.  Thia  letter  had  reached  the  qnarteiB 
of  the  Thirteenth  Legion  late  in  September.  Its  redpient 
had  at  once  commnnicated  to  his  fellow-sei^eants  the  horrible 
intimation  which  it  contained.  They  had  resolved  to  do  all  in 
'their  power  to  save  iheir  Prince  by  foreetalling  and  fcriling 
the  treacherous  Feromis.  They  had  called  a  meeting  irf  Iheir 
garrison  and  disclosed  their  information  to  their  men.  Hw 
l^onaries  acclaimed  their  decision.  Deputations  set  oat  east 
and  west  along  the  WaU  and  roosed  the  other  cohorts  ot  the 
Thirteenth  Legion  and  those  of  the  Twen^-Sevwith.  From 
the  Wall  messengers  gall(q)ed  eonth  to  the  gairieons  throng 
out  Britain.  In  an  incredibly  short  time,  despite  the  ap- 
IMToach  and  onset  of  winter,  Qiey  apprised  every  garrison  in 
"tiie  island.  Messengers  from  every  garrison  reached  ereiy 
garrison.  So  rapidly  was  mntnal  comprdension  and  nna- 
nimity  established,  so  secretly  did  they  operate,  that  on  the 
Ifones  of  Jannaiy  all  the  garrisons  in  Britain  sLmnltaneonsly 
nntinied,  overpowered  their  nnsospecting  officers,  disclosed 
to  them  the  reasons  for  their  sedition,  and  invited  them  to 
join  them.  Of  all  the  officers  on  the  island  only  two  hesi- 
tated to  agree  with  their  men.  Thes^  after  some  expoetola- 
tton,  were  killed.  The  rest  Tesnmed  their  dnti^,  if  o(HQ- 
peten^  or  were  relegated  to  civilian  life,  if  adjudged  in* 
competent. 

The  three  most  prominent  l^ons  in  Britain,  the  Sixth, 
Thirteenth  and  Twentieth,  each  entitled,  because  of  prowesa 
displayed  in  past  campaigns,  to  the  appellation  of  "Victori- 
ons,"  selected  the  eqaivalent  of  a  cohort  apiece  to  nnite  into  a 
deputation  representing  the  soldiery  of  Britain  collectively,  to 
proceed  to  Bome,  reveal  to  the  Emperor  his  danger,  save 
him,  foil  Perennis,  and  see  to  it  that  he  was  pat  to  death. 
In  porsnance  of  this  plan  the  six  centnries  chosen  by  the 
fThirteenth  L^ion,  abont  five  hundred  men,  had  set  out  sonth- 
mrd  from  the  Wall  on  the  day  before  the  Ides  of  Janaaiy. 
Accomplishing  the  march  of  a  hundred  and  thirty-five  mile^ 

*Sm  Note  D. 
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to  Eboncnm,  in  ep^  of  deep  snov  and  besfy  snov-fltonnfl, 
Id  foorteen  days,  there  they  foT^thered  with  the  nuin  bo^ 
ni  the  Sixth  L^on  and  were  joined  1^  their  six  selected 
centnriea.  The  tKcIre,  some  thonsand  picked  men,  accom- 
plished the  march  of  eighty-fire  miles  to  Deva  in  nine  days, 
ihoo^  hampered  by  terrible  ireather.  There  they  were  joined 
by  the  del^ates  of  the  Twentieth  Legion.  Together  the 
^fteen  hundred  depnties  made  the  march  of  two  hondred 
and  fligfaty  milee  to  Bitnpia  by  way  of  Londinioin,  in  twenty- 
eight  days.  At  Bitnpis  they  took  part  in  the  festiTal  of 
lais,  by  -wiuch  navigation  wae  declared  open  for  the  year  and 
navigatiou  bleBeed,  Next  day,  on  the  day  before  the  Nones 
<^  March,  they  had  sailed  for  Oaul  and  made  the  croBBing 
in  ten  hoars,  without  any  lundrance  from  headwinds  or 
b&d  weather. 

'  From  Gessoriacum  th^  had  tramped  across  Oanl,  inducing 
to  join  them  sudt  kindred  spirits  as  they  enconntered  among , 
the  squads  of  recent  levies  being  drilled  At  each  large  town 
pieparatory  to  being  forwarded  to  reinforce  the  frontier  guv 
risona,  Theee  inexperienced  recraita  they  had  oi^anized  into 
centuries  nnder  sergeants  elected  by  the  recmita  themaelTea 
from  among  themeelres,  which  elective  centnrions  had  hand* 
ily  lesrot  their  novel  duties  from  instructions  given  by  one  or 
two  veterans  detailed  to  aid  in  drilling  each  new  ccmtnry. 
Before  they  reached  Yapincum  fhey  had  associated  vi^ 
them  fresh  comrades  equalling  themselves  in  number, 
equipped  from  town  arsenals.  With  these  they  had  crossed 
into  Italy  through  the  Cottian  Alps. 

At  S^nsio  they  had  beai  told  that,  under  the  misrule  of 
PerenniB,  the  ergaaivJa  of  Italy  were  filled,  not  half  witk 
ronaway  slaves,  petty  thieves,  rascals,  mfGans  and  outlaws, 
but  mainly  with  honeBt  fellows  who  had  committed  no  crim^ 
but  had  been  secretly  arrested  and  consigned  to  theu  prisona 
snerely  because  they  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  Ferennis 
«r  of  one  of  his  henchmen,  or  had  been  suspected,  however 
Tagudy,  of  actions,  words  or  even  of  unspoken  opinions  dia* 
taatefol  to  him  or  to  anyone  powerfnl  through  him.  Acting 
on  tluit  information  they  had  been  setting  free  the  inniatM 
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of  erffogtvla  in  cities  throogfa  whidi  Qief  had  pawed,  nuk 
M  Turin  and  Milan,  and  bad  formed  from  then  victinu  tiro 
fresh  centune&  Th^  proposed  that  ire  join  them  and  maich 
with  than  to  Rome  to  infonn  and  rescue  oar  Emperor  and 
f(Hl  end  kill  Perennis. 

Of  course  the  liberated  riffraff  accepted  this  snggeetiaB 
with  aithuBiagm  and  without  a  dissenting  Toice.  We  wen 
divided  into  squads  of  conrenient  siae  and  marched  off  to  the 
near-by  bathing  establishments.  In  that  to  which  Agathemer 
and  I  were  led,  ws,  with  the  rest  of  oar  squad,  were  told  by 
the  sergeant  superintending  us  to  strip.  Our  worn,  tattered 
and  lousy  garments  were  tnmed  over  to  the  bath-attendanta 
to  be  st^oned  and  then  disposed  of  as  they  might.  We  wen 
thoroughly  steamed  and  scrubbed,  eo  that  every  man  of  ni 
was  freed  from  every  sort  of  vermin.  During  our  batb  the 
centuriiHi  in  charge  of  us  unobtmaiYd;  inspected  ns  indi* 
vidually  and  coUsctively.  In  the  dreGsing-rocm  of  the  bathinj 
establishments,  after  wo  had  been  steamed,  scrubbed,  baked, 
and  dried,  we  were  clad  in  military  trmice  fetched  from  the 
town  arsenal  or  its  6ti»»-houses,  Also  we  were  provided  with 
military  boots  of  the  coarsest  and  cheapest  niaterials>  mad« 
after  ^e  pattwn  usual  for  frontier  regimmts. 

Outside  the  bath  the  watchful  sergeant  divided  as  into 
.two  squads,  a  Isxger  and  a  nnaller,  the  smaller  made  up  of 
tllOBe  who,  like  Agqliiemer  and  me,  bore  brands,  and  scourge- 
marks.  In  the  markeUeqnare  we  were  again  herded  together, 
surrounded  by  the  British  legionariea  and  now  ouraelvea 
divided  into  those  like  me  and  Agathemer,  who  were  marked 
as  runaway  slaves  and  the  larger  number  who  showed  no 
marks  of  scourge  or  brand.  From  among  Uie  unmarked  the 
frontier  coiturions  picked  out  thirty  whom  they  judged 
likely  material  for  sergeants  like  th^uselves.  These  thirty 
they  bade  select  from  among  themselvea  three.  Then  th^ 
Kt  the  three,  an  TJmbrian  end  a  Lignrian  outlaw,  and  a  Dal< 
matian  pirate^  along  the  front  of  the  stone  platform  and 
asked  us  whether  we  would  acc^t  those  three  as  our  cen- 
turions. Two  epeakers,  one  a  Venetian  and  the  other  an 
Inrabrian  Gaul,  objected  to  the  pirate,    In  hia  pUoe  we 
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4ren  bidden  to  chooae  some  other  from  the  tTsaty-Benn  r1- 
nady  eelected  by  the  ser^eBiitB.  A  second  TTmbrian  ontUv 
VB8  selected. 

Then  the  centorionB  bade  the  newly-elected  three  to  choow 
9Bth  one  man  in  rotation,  imtil  they  had  made  np  for  each 
tiu  nudens  of  a  centaiy  from  the  nnm&iked  men. 

After  the  three  nen-  ceDtories  vere  thus  comtitQted,  they 
aahed  them  to  decide  irhethw  they  ironld  accept  as  com- 
ndee  and  associates  the  reridne  of  Uie  inmates  of  onr  «r^a»> 
<u/um  who  were  marked  plainly  as  runaway  slaTes.  They 
Toted  ovenriietmisgly  to  accept  ns.  Then  the  three  new 
■erigeants  proceeded  to  dltoose  ns  also  into  their  centories. 
The  choosing  was  interrupted  by  a  Bavenna  6anl,  who  called 
the  attrition  of  flie  assembly  to  the  fact  that  Agathemw 
bad  beoi  cook  to  the  ergagtvUim  and  I  his  hdper;  similariy 
to  the  baker  and  his  aasistaiit.  After  tome  dlscnssioD  it  was 
mumimonsly  voted  that  the  baker  and  his  helper  be  treated 
M  any  others  of  the  liberated  rascals,  tliat  the  three  new  cen> 
tnrioAs  draw  lots  which  dionld  have  A^themer  for  cook  to 
his  centmy  and  me  for  his  helper,  and  that  the  other  two 
eentoriee  appoint  cooks  by  lot  nnleeB  cooks  and  helpers  Tolnn- 
teered.    Four  of  the  brand-marked  rabble  at  once  ToInnt«n«d. 

After  the  last  man  had  been  selected  and  the  British  cen- 
tarions  had  marshalled,  inspected  and  approved  the  three  new 
cmtories  thos  constitnted,  wa  were  marched  off  to  the  town 
arsenal  and  there  equipped  with  corselets,  strsp-kOts, 
greaves;  cloaks,  helmets,  i^elds,  swords  and  spears;  only 
A^themer,  I,  and  the  four  other  cooks  and  helpers,  were 
given  no  spears,  shields,  helmets  or  hody-armonr,  (mly 
■words,  jackets  and  caps. 

Then,  full-fledged  tumnltary  legionaries,  we  were  mar- 
ahalled  as  well  as  greenhorns  oonid  be  ranked  and  we  marched 
from  the  market-place  the  length  of  the  street  leading  to  the 
Fidentia  Oate.  Outside  it  we  found  the  semblance  of  a 
camping-ground  and  tents  ready  for  ns  to  set  np.  Up  we  sei 
tiiem,  we  new  recruits,  clumsily,  onder  the  jeers  of  the  old- 
timers,  to  the  tune  of  taunts  and  corses  from  the  disgusted 
ntenn  oaQtnritms, 
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.  When  tiie  ounp  ma  set  op  a  fin  ms  niBde  for  eadi  ec» 
taij  sod  ire  cooks  and  helpers  fdl  to  our  duties,  with  a  squad 
of  privates  to  cut  vood,  feed  the  fires,  fetch  water  and  do 
any  olher  roo^  prepsratoij  work,  such  as  batchering  a  ghe^ 
or  a  goat,  killing,  picking  and  clniung  fowk,  and  what  not 
For  tiiis  welcome,  if  diunsy,  assistance  we  bad  to  tiiank  tata 
of  the  British  omturions,  who  admonished  oar  newly-elected 
TJmbrian  se^ioant  tiiat  camp-cookery  called  for  any  needed 
nnmber  of  sflsiatant  helpers  to  the  oMaf  cook,  if  the  men  were 
to  be  fed  properly  and  promptly. 

The  town  ofSculs  had  sent  ont  to  the  camp  a  gena»iiB  pro- 
vision  of  irtieat,  barley,  lentils,  pnlse,  sheep,  goats,  fowla^ 
cheese,  oil,  salt  and  wine.  I  did  not  learn  how  the  volunteer 
cooks  fared,  hut  the  bailey-stev,  seasoned  with  minced  fowls, 
irtiich  Agatbemer  concocted,  was  acclaimed  by  onr  cmtniy. 

That  nigbt,  in  oar  tent,  Agathemer  and  I,  talking  Gredc 
and  wbiapering,  discussed  our  situation.  After  two  fulfiU- 
moits,  the  prophesy  of  the  Aemilian  Sibyl  seemed  in  m  fair 
way  to  be  fulfilled  a  third  time;  vre  were  beaded  for  BomSk 

To  Some  we  went  We  bad,  in  th&t  first  consultation,  in 
many  similar  consultations  later,  planned  to  escape  and 
hoped  to  escape.  But  we  were  too  carefully  watched. 
Whether  we  were  suspected  because  of  our  scourge-marks  and 
brand-muks,  or  were  prised  as  cooks,  or  whetiier  there  was 
aome  other  nascai,  we  could  not  conjecture.  Certainly  we 
were  sedulously  guarded  on  all  mar<^eB,  and  kept  strictly 
within  each  camp,  though  wa  were  free  to  wander  abont 
wch  camp  as  we  pleased. 

We  had  planned  to  escape  in  or  near  Parma,  Untina, 
Bononia,  or  Faventia,  any  of  which  towns  Agathemer  ja^ed 
a  &vorable  locali^  ior  marketing  a  gem  from  our  amulet- 
bags.  But  in  theee,  as  everywhere  else,  our  guards  gave  us 
no  chance  of  escape. 

When  not  busy  cooking  I  found  myself  greatly  interested 
in  the  amazing  company  among  which  I  was  cast.  In  n^ 
rambles  about  our  cam|^  when  all  were  full-fed  and  groups 
iat  or  lay  chatting  about  the  slackening  camp-fires,  I  be- 
come acquainted  with  most  of  the  eighteen  centoriona  front 
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tiw  l^i<»u  qnartsnd  in  Bntain,  and  had  ttib,  KRnetitoM 
tirea  long  talks,  with  more  than  half  of  tiiem.  These  bfaifl, 
bnriy  frontier  BOrgeantB,  like  their  corporals  and  man,  treated 
sll  their  volunteer  aesociates  as  welcome  comradea,  eren 
wvltad  and  branded  runaway  alaTes  acting  as  cooka.  From 
them  I  heard  again  and  again  the  8toT7  of  discontent,  eoo-^ 
S^nracy,  mutiny,  insurrection  and  attempt  at  protest  about 
ncti&cation  of  the  evils  ther  believed  to  exist,  irtiich  tab 
m  had  all  heard  outlined  b;  tile  aeiigeant-onttor  in  tiia  Fomm 
of  Placentia. 

Among  the  e^teeb  centoiionB  there  was  no  ssrgeanti- 
major  nor  any  centoricm  of  the  upper  rank.  The  hi^ieat  in 
army  rank  was  Sextias  Baeolns  of  Isca,  a  native  <^  Britain 
and  lineally  descended,  through  an  original  colonist  of  leca, 
from  the  celebrated  angeant-major  of  the  Divine  Jalios.  Ha 
liad  been  twdfth  in  rank  in  the  Sixth  I^^on,  being  second 
centorion  of  its  second  cohort.  Kot  one  of  his  seventeen 
tssociates  had  ranked  so  high :  the  next  hig^iest  being  Publins 
Cordatoi,  of  Lindiun,  who  had  been  second  sergeant  of 
the  fourth  cohort  in  ttie  Twentieth  Legion. 

The  totality  of  my  mental  impressions  of  what  I  heard 
from  these  two  and  other  meoabers  of  this  incredible  depn> 
tation  of  insurgent  matineers  and  of  what  I  saw  of  the  doingi 
of  the  whole  deputation,  was  vagne  and  confused.  From 
the  confusion  onerged  a  predominating  sense  it  their  mai^ 
inconsietencies  and  of  the  haphazard  irreeponsibili'ty  uid  in* 
omseqaence  of  their  states  of  mind  and  actions.  They  were, 
indeed,  entirely  conaist^it  in  one  respect.  ITnlifce  Maternna 
and  his  men,  not  one  of  them  blamed  Commodus  for  any- 
thing, not  even  for  having  appointed  Perennis  to  his  hi^ 
'office  snd  then  having  permitted  him  to  arrogato  to  himseU 
an  the  fnnctions  of  the  government  of  the  BepabHc  and 
'Umpire.  One  and  all  they  excused  the  £mp«ror  and  ez- 
pressed  for  him  oithosiaBtic  loyalty :  one  and  all  they  blamed 
not  only  the  Prefect's  mismanagement  but  also  his  own  ap- 
pointment on  Penunia.  Consistent  as  they  were  in  holding 
ttieee  opinions  or  in  having  sadt  feriings,  the  notitms  wen 
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So  likeirin  wu  their  often  expteand  «nd  nuoifeitfy  SQ- 
ean  intentioii  to  forestall  the  oonaonuiutioB  of  the  iJleged 
conspiracy  and  save  the  Emperor  inctauistent  with  their  slow 
prograw  from  Britain  tovards  Binne.  Xerer  having  been  in 
Britain  and  knowing  little  of  it  from  each  reports  as  I  had 
heard,  I  conld  not  cnntrorert  thdr  assertion  that  the  state 
of  tJie  mads  snd  ireather  then  had  made  impossible  greater 
speed  than  they  had  adusred  from  their  qiurteTB  to  their 
port,  yet  I  stuipected  that  men  really  iTstematically  in  eamert 
might  hare  accomptished  in  tvoily  days  marches  vhich  had 
-occupied  them  for  fifty-one  days.  I  ms  certain  that  it  vas 
notlting  short  of  ridiculous  for  legionaries  in  hard  fighting 
ocmdition  and  irell  fed  to  consorae  one  hundred  and  on* 
days  in  TnwTy*»'"g  from  their  kndiog-port  on  the  coast  o£ 
Otnl  to  Plaoentia:  t«n  miies  a  day  wai  deapicable  marching 
even  for  lazy  and  eoft-mnacled  lecmits;  any  l^onariet 
ahoold  make  fifteem  miles  a  day  under  any  condition^ 
earnest  men  keyed  Qp  to  hnny  ^onld  have  made  twen^ 
and  might  often  march  tweolj-fiTe  miles  between  ctmpa. 
These  hlatherBkites  were  6n  fiie  with  high  reeolre,  ij  their 
talk,  j^t  had  loafed  along  for  a  thousand  miles,  camping 
early,  sleeping  long  after  sunrise,  resting  at  midday  and 
gorging  themselTes  at  leisurely  meeds.    All  this  was  •"■■"I'g 

Equally  astoniefaing  was  the  condition  of  sopineneas,  of  ii 
gorenunoital  officiale  in  Otnl,  local  and  Impoiol,  as  tiieu 
tale  nnresled  it  Neither  the  Prefect  of  the  Bhine,  nor  waj 
one  of  the  Procurators  of  Ganl,  had,  ai  for  as  their  story  !■• 
dicatfld,  made  any  ^ort  to  anest  them,  tarn  them  bai^ 
■top  them,  chedc  them,  hinder  them  or  eren  have  them  ex- 
portolated  with.  As  for  as  I  could  infer  from  all  I  heard 
neither  had  the  goreming  body  of  any  city  or  town.  For  all 
they  were  interfered  with  by  any  official  they  might  have 
been  full-time  veterans,  honorably  discharged,  marching 
homeward  nnder  accredited  otBcers  provided  wiih  diplomat 
properly  made  oat,  signed,  eealed  sod  stamped.  Everywhere 
they  had  been  fed  at  public  expense,  lodged  free  or  provided 
witii  camping-gronnde  and  tents;  their  padc-animals  had 
been  lepUced  if  worn  out,  and  everything  they  needed  haft 
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bfloa  proTided  on  their  oskiag  for  it  or  efea  before  ^u^ 
owde  ui;  rsqaeet.  I  could  taUy  infer  that  they  had  in> 
apired  fear  by  their  numbera  and  tracnlence  and  that  eadi 
town  or  dlBtrict  hod  sbiven  to  ke^  them  in  a  good  humor 
And  to  get  rid  of  them  as  soon  aa  posaible  by  entertaining 
them  lanahly  and  apeeding  them  along  their  choaen  vaj. 

As  ffaey  told  of  their  own  behaTior  there  had  been  no  ccm- 
siatency  or  system  m  method  ia  th^  additiona  to  their 
company.  By  their  own  account  they  had  enticed  men  to 
Join  tiiun  or  had  ignored  likely  tecmitB  in  tite  moat  h^i- 
hazard  ^ehlon,  purely  as  the  hnioor  struck  theok  The  like 
ma  tme  of  thdr  emptyinga  of  ergastula  in  Italy.  At  Turin, 
aa  mil  u  I  conld  gather  from  ray  chats  with  this  or  that 
centurion  or  soldier  or  liberated  slave,  they  had  set  free 
the  inmatee  of  the  ergaiivlum  by  the  Se^oaio  Qate  and  had 
then  tnmed  ande  to  that  by  the  VercellB  Gat^  bst  had 
ignored  the  larger  sf^oriu/un  by  the  Milan  Osto;  thoof^ 
they  had  marched  out  of  Turin,  neDeamrily,  by  that  gatOb 
Bimiloriy  at  Milan,  they  hod  noptied  two  «rgaetuia  and 
ignored  the  rest;  as  at  I^acentia,  where  they  had  expended 
ah  tiieir  time  and  energy  tm  the  first  erga^ulum  they  hap- 
pened on  inside  the  HUan  Gate  and  <m  o«r^  and  then  hod 
ignond  or  forgotten  the  four  or  fire  others,  equally  large 
and  eqoally  well  filled. 

On  our  progress  to  Boa*  I  sav  amilar  inconststeades  in 
tiieir  bebsTior.  They  never  so  miu^  as  altered  Fidmtia,  but 
Bttrched  romid  it,  acqqieacent  to  the  ^tle  snggeatbn  of  a 
favubling  and  iacoberent  alderman,  quaking  with  fear  and 
barely  ^le  to  enunciate  some  disjoisttd  sentencea.  At  Paima 
they  emptied  two  trgattuia  and  nerer  so  modi  as  tip- 
proached  the  otbei^  repeating  this  inconsistency  at  Mntina 
and  Bononia.  Ontside  of  Favoitia  something,  I  nerer 
Isamed  what,  enraged  a  knot  ol  the  Veterans,  so  that  thear 
foxy  ctHmnmucated  itself  to  all  the  soldiery  biaa  Britain 
and  infiamed  their.aaaociateat  Qallic  and  Ital^.  Wbereiqion 
we  burst  the  Bononia  Gate  of  Faventia,  flocked  into  the 
town,  sacked  some  of  the  shops,  left  a  score  of  corpees  in  the 
market-place  and  some  in  the  streets  near  i^  set  flie  to  • 
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Moek  of  bnildingB,  and  bunt  out  of  the  Anminiim  Oati^ 
tnmidtnJonB  and  excited,  bat  Tithont  so  mndi  as  trjing  tte 
ontN  doDTB  of  any  m-ffostvlum. 

Yet^  after  thia  riotous  performance,  we  did  no  damage  at 
Ariminnm,  not  even  eatfoingf  the  town,  not  even  enqniriI^; 
if  it  had  an  erga^tvlum,  as  it  must;  have  had. 
'  Similarly  at  Pisanrum,  at  Fannm  Fortmue,  at  Forma 
Sonpnmii,  tbon^  these  were  small  towns  and  could  not 
have  Tesisted  bb,  we  camped  outside,  accepted  graceftilly  Uia 
tents  and  food  fwovided  for  tib  and  made  no  move  to  nialtreat 
anyone  or  do  any  looting.  Bnt  at  Nnceria,  at  Spolitom 
and  at  Namia  we  entered  the  towns  and  liberated  the  inmates 
of  two  of  the  «rgattuta  in  each,  tlionf^  we  never  so  mndk 
as  threatened  Interamnia. 

Looldng  back  over  these  prixieediiigs  I  explain  them  to  my- 
self  approsmately  as  followe;  the  eighteen  ooitimons  frtna 
Britain  treated  each  other  as  if  they  all' felt  on  tenns  of 
otHaplete  motnal  eqnalilyj  none  ever  aasomed  any  ri^ts  of 
mperiori^,  seniori^,  precedence,  or  anthority,  none  wis  ercr 
^vested  with  any  ri^t  of  permanent  or  tempoimry  leader- 
riiip.  If  some  whim  prompted  any  one  of  the  eighteen  to 
ii^e  the  lead  in  emp^^g  an  ergatiuluM  or  breaking  in  a 
town  gate,  or  saddng  a  eh(q»,  not  one  -of  Ms  fdlow-setgeanta 
demnrred  or  expostulated  or  opposed  him;  tiiey  all  con- 
cnrred  in  any  saggestiMi  erf  an^  one  of  them.  And  the  sol- 
diers followed  their  centorions  with,  apparently,  implicit  com- 
fldence  in  them,  or  a  blind  instinct  of  deference.  So  of  snb' 
mi^OQ  to  the  reqoeet  of  any  town  decarjon,  that  they  staf 
ontaide:  mostly,  they  were  Bcqaieecent.  But  if  someOiing 
irritated  a  sergeant,  or  even  a  soldier,  the  entire  dqmtati(Ht 
flamed  into  fury  and  tmrst  gatesy  sacked  ^ops  and  even  flred 
buildings  nntil  their  rage  spent  inself,  after  which  they  were 
civil  and  kindly  to  all  townsmen,  whether  officials^  citinnfl, 
slaves  or  women  and  children.  I  never  could  detect  any 
nason  tor  any  action  or  inadioa  of  tlMin^ 
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THB  liberaiuMu  of  pobUo  slares  from  ^agtuta  in  Tnrin* 
Milan,  Placentis,  Fonna,  Matma,  Bononia,  ITnceria, 
Bpolitnm  and  Namia  resulted  in  ihe  fonnstion  of  eigbteea 
tnmnltnar;  ccnturicB,  which,  between  Xamia  and  Ocriculiun, 
during  a  long  noon-halt,  were  formed  into  the  semblance  of 
three  cohorts,  thas  we  approached  Borne  as  nine  cohorts :  three 
of  &e  depnties  from  Britain ;  three  more  of  the  recmits  from 
Oanl,  preenmably  like  the  Britieli  legionaries,  loyal  patriots, 
bant  on  foiling  Perennis,  and  saving  their  beloved  Emperor; 
and  three  more  composed  of  the  ccmtenta  of  a  dozen  or  more 
argtututa,  opened  as  the  lAim  toolc  the  veteran  eergeaaia, 
and  BSBomed  to  contain  cot  pilferers,  Tncaways  or  evil-doers, 
but  innocent  victims  of  the  malignity  of  the  nnderstrappen 
(tf  that  unspeakable  Fravnuis. 

Aa  we  drew  near  Bome  Agathemer  and  I  discoBsed  onr 
ntaati<si  and  prospects  with  increasing  alarm.  After  we 
left  Namia  the  watch  on  ns  wss  cot  so  close  and  we  might 
have  escaped.  But  we  had  seen  a  score  of  attempts  at  es- 
cape, by  nrioQB  rascals,  foiled  and  ending  in  tjie  bntcheij 
of  the  would-be  fngitives.  'While  escape  was  posaible  the 
riak  WHS  very  great.  Also,  Agathemer  argued,  we  were  too 
near  to  Bome  to  be  safe  if  we  got  clear  away.  Between  dread 
of  death  if  canght  and  feer  of  we  knew  not  what  if  we 
escaped,  we  stock  to  our  coc^ry.  Mixed  with  oar  projects 
for  bettering  onr  prospects  we  talked  much  of  our  amaze- 
ment at  the  treatment  which  the  deputation  and  its  assodateB 
had  met  in  Italy.  Manifertlj  the  townsfolk  and  their  ofB- 
dala  were  not  only  overawed,  but  helplees.  If  there  had  been 
bo  Bome,  no  Bepuhlic,  no  Pretorians,  no  Prefect  of  the 
Palace,  no  central  au&orify  whatever  we  could  cot  have  been 
more  completely  free  from  hindrance,  coercion  or  question. 
Yet  Agathemer  and  I  could  not  but  ooBJectnre  that  the 
Senate,  Perennis  and  Commodoa  had  been  promptly  and 
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minatdy  inf omud  of  all  onr  doings,  ot  our  prognM,  of  oar 
^>pn»ch;  ud  had  ttken  meuoreB  to  deal  Trith  iu  and  our 
instigaton.    We  felt  panicky. 

Spouting  long  tirades  about  their  loyal^  to  the  EmpeR>r» 
their  hatred  of  Ferennis  and  their  eagemeas  to  foil  one  and 
■an  the  other,  onr  irresponaible  frontier  centoriona  let  thmr 
men  and  na  loiter  sontliward  through  Oiaalpine  Gatil  and 
ITmbria  aa  they  had  lutered  on  the  other  aide  of  the  Alpa, 
seldom  marching  more  than  ten  miles  a  day.  So  that  m 
left  Ocricolum  on  the  tenth  day  before  the  Kalends  of  Aagost 
•nd  stopped  oTemig^t  at  each  chang»4tatiott. 

We  had  had  fair  vesther  all  the  vay  from  Placentia,  ex- 
cept a  heavy  lain  at  Ariminum  and  ^owen  in  the  moim- 
tains  betreen  Fomm  Sempronii  and  Kuceria.  When  day 
dawned  on  ns  at  Bostiata  Tilla,  on  the  eighth  day  befora 
the  Kalends  of  August,  it  dawned  cloudy,  but  not  threatening. 
After  the  usual  camp  breakfast  of  porridge  and  wine,  wa 
fell  in,  by  now  &iriy  decent  marchers,  and  set  off  for 
Bubne.  But  before  we  had  marched  a  mile,  the  low  clondi 
■oaked  us  with  such  a  downpour  as  I  had  seldom  seen  of  a 
Jnly  morning  near  Bome.  So  heavy  and  so  unrdenting  was 
the  rain  tliat  we  were  glad  to  halt  at  the  change-house  at 
the  twentieth  mile-stone,  vhera  the  road  from  Capena  to 
Teii  crosses  the  Flaminian  Hi^way  and  where  there  is  % 
proeperons  village  as  large  as  many  a  small  town.  There  wt 
found  quarters  and  food  ready  for  na  and  were  irell  enter- 
tained. Ad  Yiceaimnm,  aa  the  place  is  called,  ia  only  fov 
miles  nearer  Bome  than  Villa  Bostrata. 

It  was  about  midway  of  that  fonr-mile  mardi  in  the  ponr> 
ing  rain  that  I  sav  by  the  roadside  three  immobile  horse* 
men,  their  forma  swathed  in  horsemen's  rain-cloakB,  their 
&ces  hidden  under  broad-brimmed  rain-hats,  lined  up  with 
ihdr  horsee*  noses  barely  a  horse-length  from  the  roadway, 
watching  from  a  little  knoll  onr  column  as  it  passed,  liis 
middle  horseman  of  the  three  looked  familiar.  I  ^anced 
back  at  him  and  met  bis  eyes,  intensely  watching  me  from 
mider  his  drip^Hug  hat  brim,  as  I  tradged  on  the  edge  ti 
Am  trudging  rabble.    A  hot  qualm  enrged  through  me.    It 
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via,  H  certaiiily  vis,  the  veiy  bi&w  nun  I  lud  aaen  in  tiw 
Tery  same  guise  on  the  totd  below  Tilla  Audim  bs  Tuino 
and  I  paseed  by  on  onr  vay  to  our  fatal  bravl  at  Yediamnnm ; 
tha  very  man  who  had  peered  in  at  me  and  Capito  during 
hie  fatal  conference  with  me  in  Nemeatronia's  water-garden, 
tha  m&n  whom  Tanno  had  asserted  that  he  knew  for  an 
Imperial  spy.  I  felt  recognition  in  his  gaze;  fdt  that  ha 
knew  me  for  my  very  self.    And  bis  nose  was  hooked. 

At  onr  halting  place,  when  Agathemer  and  I  were  alon^ 
I  asked  him  in  Greek  if  he  had  noticed  the  thrae  stationary 
hraaenien.  He  at  once,  without  my  mentioning  my  aus* 
pidona,  declared  that  he  also  had  recognized  the  middle 
horaanan  precisely  as  I  had.  What  his  presence  there  might 
forbode,  what  his  apparent  recognition  c^  me  might  portraid, 
we  conld  not  conjectnre.  We  agreed  that,  although  both  of 
ua  had  been  on  the  lookout  for  Imperial  emissaries  all  the 
Way  tioai  Flacentia,  and  alertly  watching  from  Ariminnm 
■oathwards,  this  was  the  first  time  we  had  set  eyes  on  any 
man  whom  we  conld  take  for  a  Becret-aorice  man.  That 
80  Tamil,  time  had  elapsed  since  the  authorities  most  hara 
been  warned  of  onr  approach,  that  we  shonld  hare  adranced 
•0  near  Borne  and  yet  that  this  should  be  the  first  visible 
indication  of  espionage  nptm  ne,  amazed  both  ma  and 
Agathemer. 

Next  day,  a  clondy  but  rainless  day,  we  marched  only  to 
Bobrs^  the  dumge'^tation  nearest  Borne.  There,  as  at  every 
previons  bait,  we  found  the  authorities  apprised  of  our  ap- 
proach and  prepared  to  lodge  and  feed  us.  And,  as  always 
•ince  we  left  Nuceria,  we  were  comfortably  sheltered  in  a 
camp  all  ready  for  our  occupancy  and  lavishly  provided  with 
Varied  food  and  passable  wine. 

Next  day,  the  sixth  day  before  the  Kalends  of  August, 
dawned  exquisitely  fair  and  bright,  with  a  soft  steady  breeze ; 
a  perfect  July  day,  mild  but  not  too  warm.  Our  elected 
•etgeanta,  now  quite  habitoated  to  their  duties  and  authority 
U  ceDtmionB,  routed  us  up  early  and,  after  a  leisurely  camp- 
bteakfaat,  we  fell  in  and  set  off  on  the  last  stage  of  this  amaz- 
ing unopposed  march  of  fifteen  hundred  insurgent  mntineen 
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for  ninetesD  hundred  miles,  in  makiBg  whidi  ibtj  bad  m> 

loitoed  that  they  had  c(»isTiined  on  the  road  more  thaa 
half  a  year  and  ilon^  which  th^  had  added  to  their  company 
casual  assodales  twice  as  nnmerous  as  themsdves.  We  left 
Bnhns  an  excited  horde,  tor  the  veterans  were  k^ed  up  to 
ft  tense  pitch  of  expectancy  by  their  anticipation  of  they  Imeir 
not  what  culmination  to  their  insane  adventure  and  their 
acddental  recruits  were  aqoiver  with  nneasiness  and  ai^tre- 
hension. 

The  HnlTian  Bridge  over  the  Tiber  is  not  more  than  four 
miles  from  Babne  alon;  the  winding  Flaminian  Highway 
and  we  were  crossing  it  before  the  third  hour  of  the  day  wis 
past.  Marching  with  the  first  of  the  three  centuries  formed 
at  Flacfoitia  I  had  about  five-sixths  of  onr  column  ahead  of 
me.  So  I  did  not  see,  did  not  eves  glimpse,  did  not,  from 
&r  tovrarda  the  rear,  so  much  aa  guess  what  was  happening. 
I  knew  only  that,  as  I  was  more  tiian  half  way  across  the 
Uolvian  Bridge,  a  wave  of  cheers  itarted  far  forward  in  onr 
column  and  ran  back  to  my  caitory  and  all  the  way  to  the 
rearmost  mtax.  What  had  occtured  we  did  not  know,  but 
we  broke  ranks  and  Sowed  out  of  the  road  to  left  and  rigb^ 
aa  did  the  m&i  ahead  of  as,  becoming  almost  a  mob,  desfHta 
the  remonstrances  and  orders  of  our  disgusted  sergeants. 
They  restrained  us  to  some  extent,  but  we  were  kept  hack 
more  by  the  fact  that  the  foremost  men  blo<J(ed  the  high- 
way, the  men  who  bad  been  marching  next  them  blocked 
tibe  fields  to  rij^t  and  left  of  the  highway  and  the  rest  of  00 
were  checked  behind  them,  like  water  above  a  dam. 

As  we  stood  there,  packed  together,  with  hardly  a  sno- 
blance  of  ranks  kept  anywhere,  craning  to  see  over  the  heada 
of  the  men  in  front  of  us  and  to  try  to  see  past  and  betweot 
the  many  big  and  tall  tombs  and  mausoleums  which  flanked 
the  road  on  either  side,  a  period  of  tense  silence  or  blurred 
murmnrings  was  ended  by  a  second  great  surge  of  cheers 
from  front  to  rear.  We  all  cheered  till  we  were  hoarse; 
Again  we  peered  and  listened  and  qusstioned  each  other, 
again  came  a  roar  of  cheering  like  a  sea  billow.  Again  and 
again  alternated  the  half  silence  and  the  uproar.    Befora 
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ve  learned  vb&t  vbb  haiq>eniiig  or  had  happooed  vord  camrf 
fr<an  month  to  month  ^at  we  were  going  ou.  The  press 
in  front  of  vb  grsdnill;  melted  away,  w»  w«ra  able  to  sidle 
into  the  roadway,  reform  ranks  and  tramp  on  Branewards. 
After  a  very  briaf  march  we  turned  aside  to  oar  right  into 
a  meadow  on  the  west  of  the  road  and  its  flanloDg  rows  of 
tombs,  between  tlie  Highway  and  the  Tiber,  about  half  way 
bean  Mnlvian  Bridge  to  the  Flaminiau  Qate  of  Borne;  that  is, 
about  haif  a  mile  from  each.  There  we  fotmd  a  m^cnknuly 
laid-ont  and  perfectly  appointed  camp,  precisdy  suited  to 
the  forly-fire  htmdred  <k  ns  and  onr  Teqnisitioaed  mnlee, 
wagons  and  what  not.  It  contained  some  four  hundred  and 
fif^  tenia,  set  on  dipped  grass  altmg  rolled  and  gravelled 
•treete  as  strai^  as  bricklayns'  goida-boards;  all  abont  • 
paved  square  (rf  ample  arae,  4m  the  rear  of  which  was  set  ap 
a  gotgeoos  commander's  tent  of  the  whitest  canvas,  striped 
with  led  almost  as  deep>  rieh  and  glowing  as  the  Impmal 
crimson,  and  manifestly  meant  to  imitate  it  as  closely  as 
anch  a  dyeetuff  could.  On  either  tide  of  this  Prffitoriom 
vare  a  Aokh  tents,  smaller 'indeed  than  the  Pnetorinm,  hut 
much  larger  than  tents  set  up  for  us,  presumably  for  the 
commanders'  aides.  In  front  of  the  Fretorinm,  between 
it  and  the  square,  was  a  wide,  broad  and  high  platform  of 
new  britiwork',  paved  on  top,  railed  with  solid,  low,  carved 
nilinga  set  in  short  carved  oak  posts.  The  comer  poets, 
and  two  others  dividing  the  front  and  back  of  the  platform 
equally,  were  tall  and  supported  an  awning  of  striped  can- 
vas like  that  of  the  oommander's  tent. 

Goggling  with  cnriosif?  we,  as  we  deployed  to  our  qnarten, 
•tared  bard  at  the  magniflcait  tent  and  sumptuous  platfcom 
with  its  gorgeODs  awning.  Once  at  our  quarters,  I  and  Aga- 
themer,  of  oourse,  must  cook  and  serve  food  to  our  centoiy. 
Only  after  all  were  fed  did  we,  in  common  with  all  the 
middle  and  rear  of  our  road-colomn,  learn  what  had  occnired. 

While  we  ate,  our  sei^eants,  while  they  also  ate  somehow, 
hdd  a  centurion^  council,  at  wliich  those  of  the  fifty-four 
irbo  had  not  been  far  enoi^  finward  on  the  Hi^way  to  aea 
and  hesr  wtra  informed,  by  thoaa  who  had,  of  what  bad 
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hsppmiei.  'Wben  otir  Bergeant  ntamed  fnnn  this  cenndl 
ha  told  iu,  in  a  jumbled  and  mumbled  attempt  at  an  addnea 

Fma  what  he  told  me  and  from  wiiat  I  heard  later  I 
gather  thal^  as  4iie  coliuno  debouched  from  the  bridge,  iti 
bead  vas  met  and  diecked  bj  a  body  of  moimted  Pnetorian 
Onardf.  Their  tribune,  in  the  name  of  the  Kmpeior,  ordered 
fite  column  to  hidt  and  bade  its  cenhiriona  deploy  Iheir  mai 
rig^t  and  left  and  maae  them  in  a  largish  space  free  of  big 
tambe.  Aa  tbey  deployed  the  Fnstorians  dao  dqiloyed  to 
left  «id  ri^t  of  the  Highway  and  the  foreisott  mntineaa 
deeciied  on  the  roadway  th«  splendid  horses  and  goigeont 
trai^nngB  of  the  Emperor's  personal  staff,  among  whom,  frooi 
ttie  statues,  tmsts  and  painted  panel-portraits  of  him  whidt 
fiiey  had  seen  daily  in  their  own  quarters  and  coimtlefla  time* 
va  their  road  to  Bcane,  the  more  aint  of  them  reoognisad  th<iz 
liege. 

Then  rose  that  miexpected  wave  of  dieeiing  whidi  had  first 
apprised  ns  in  the  rear  that  acHnethnig  uuumal  waa  toward. 
Comsiodns,  as  I  beard  from  Pnblins  Cordatns  himself  after 
our  n^  and  before  the  Emperor's  rettm,  was  tsoanted  <»i  a 
tsU  sorrel  such  as  his  father  had  always  pttiemi.  on  hia 
hooHa  campaigns.  Also  he  was  garbed  not  only  as  hia 
fktbOT  bad  habitually  been  when  era  frontier  expedition^ 
but  seemingly,  in  tme  of  his  old  ootfita.  'Pot  not  only  C<»^ 
datns,  but  a  dozen  more,  declared  that  his  helmet,  OOTselrt 
and  tiie  plates  of  his  kilt^tiaps,  were  of  nngilded,  nnchasec^ 
plain  steel,  not  even  bright  with  poliahin^  but  tarnished*  all 
but  rosty,  with  exposnre  to  rain,  mist  and  son ;  hia  plume  and 
cloak  rain-faded  and  sun-faded  till  their  crimson  showed 
almost  brown;  his  scabbard  plain,  dingy  leather;  his  saddle 
ti  similar  cheap,  durable  leather,  his  soddle-cloth  of  a  crimson 
&ded  u  brown  as  his  cloak  and  plnme.  This  was  pTedaelj 
the  Spartan  simplicity  which  Aurelins,  as  more  than  half  a 
Stoic,  had  always  affected,  partly  from  an  innate  ieaieaej 
towards  sdf-resbaint  and  modesty,  partly  that  his  example 
might,  at  first,  offset  the  somptnoaity  of  Yerus  and,  after  his 
deiUh,  might  incnlcate,  by  examide,  economy  in  hia  lat^ 
■nd  self-indolgent  letinne. 
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Wbatenr  &e  motire,  by  this  lemi-^iutninuc  effcrt  at  aalf- 
•ffusemoit  the  Emperor  nude  hiiruwlf  teofold  eonK^eaooM 
Among  bis  staff-officen,  irhoee  plomei,  cloaks,  kiha,  uid  atddW 
dotfaft  blwd  with  crinwm,  green  and  gold,  Una  and  ailrs 
and  eToi  ctimMn  and  gM. 

Conunodos,  in  any  gear,  ms  not  oaij  a  tall,  wall-knit, 
impiesnTa  figure  of  s  man,  but,  in  his  most  ne^igent  mooda, 
lie  had  aomttiiing  about  him  dominating,  masterfol,  princdy 
and  Inqterial.  The  ei^t  of  him  cowed  all  who  conld  then 
ae»  him.  Steadily  he  eyed  them  as  they  flniihed  their  tnmnl- 
tnary  deployment  and  pressed  forward  to  see  and  hear. 
mien  they  were  packed  as  closely  as  possible  till  no  mora 
coold  get  within  earshot  he  spoke: 

Tellow  eoldiera,  what  does  this  mean?^ 

All  were  too  Bw«d  at  the  sight  of  their  Tenarated  Oaaar 
tat  any  man  to  speak  ap  at  once  and  tiie  Emperor  repeated; 

'^eUow-eoldiers,  what  does  this  mean?  Tell  me,  I  am 
yooT  feUow-eoldier." 

llien  SeztiTis  Bacnlos  faims^  replied,  choking  and  hesi- 
tating, qnsiliiig  before  his  lord : 

"We  are  your  loyal  soldiers  from  Britain;  a  deputation 
come  afoot  and  afloat  almost  two  thousand  miles  to  warn 
yon  of  what  no  man  in  Borneo  for  fear  of  yon  mora  than  of 
yonr  treacherons  Ptefect,  dares  to  warn  yon.  Perenuis  if 
no  fit  gnerdiaa  of  your  safety;  in  facrt  he  is  of  all  men  most 
unfit  For  man  than  two  years  now  he  has  bem  laying  his 
plans  to  have  yon  assassinated,  and  to  make  Emperor  in  yonr 
place  his  eldest  son,  the  darling  of  the  lUyrian  legionaries. 
We  have  coma  to  sare  you,  fdl  him  and  see  him  and  hia 
dead." 

TeUow-ecddiera,"  the  Emperor  spoke  at  once,  loudly  and 
clearly,  'fl  acclaim  yonr  purpose  and  welcome  your  good 
inteDti<»)s.  But  I  mean  to  prove  to  you  that  Z  am  in  &ct 
as  weD  as  in  title  Tribune  and  Prince  of  the  Bepublic,  Em- 
peror of  its  armies,  Angnstos  and  Cteear.  Your  solicitude  I 
api^and,  but  I  feel  better  able  to  take  care  of  myself  than 
can  any  other  man  save  myself.  I  fear  no  nun  and  appoint 
BO  man  I  distmst    I  distruat  few  men  after  appointoMDt. 
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Ton  lodgs  ft  gnve  charge  sgainst  a  nun  I  have  trested, 
appointed  and  then  tmsted.  I  ctmcUnm  tew  men  nnheard. 
As  TOOT  Imperstor  I  command  ;oa  to  camp  irhere  my  legates 
indicate,  to  eat  a  hearty  noon  meal,  to  sleep,  or  at  least  rest 
in  yoai  tents,  two  full  houTB.  About  the  tenth  hour  of  the 
da;  I  shall  letum,  my  tnuty  gtiards  abont  me  and  Peiennis 
binudf  in  my  retmoe.  From  the  platform  of  yonr  camp, 
as  a  chi^  commander  should,  I  vill  harangae  yon,  and 
from  that  platform,  after  he  has  heard  from  me  yoor  as- 
eosation,  n^  Prefect  of  the  Pnetoriom  shall  make  to  yoa 
bis  defense.  After  he  has  spoken  yon  shall  hear  me  deliTN 
jnst  and  impartial  judgment,  a  jadgment  no  man  of  yon  can 
bat  accept  as  fair  and  righteons. 

"And  now  &reirell,  ontil  the  tentii  honr.** 

At  which  word  he  had  reined  op,  wheeled  and  spurred  his 
mettlesome  mount  and  thereupon  Taniahed  with  his  staff 
ia  a  cloud  of  dust,  at  full  gallop. 

According  to  the  Emperor's  behest  we  rested  in  oar  tents 
after  the  centurions  had  eadi  harangued  bis  men.  But  if 
any  slept,  it  was  a  marvel  All  were  too  excited  to  sle^  and 
everytan^  aa  far  as  I  could  learn,  talked  without  caseation. 
By  the  tentii  hour,  when  the  sun  was  visibly  declining  and 
tiie  warmth  of  the  midday  abating,  we  were  all  aaseoshlad  in 
the  camp-square,  the  mea  hdmeted  and  with  tiieir  swords 
at  their  sides,  but  without  shields  or  speais. 

It  was  perfectly  in  keeping  with  the  inconsistency  of  the 
mntineera  that  the  crowd  of  men  in  the  camp-square,  instead 
of  being  marshalled  by  cezitories  onder  their  sergeants,  was 
allowed  to  assemble  mob>faahion  as  each  man  came  and 
pushed.  Thus  Agathemer  and  I,  who  should  have  been  pre- 
paring to  cook  our  company's  evening  meal,  were  not  only 
in  the  throng,  but  well  forward  among  the  men  and,  in  fact, 
pressed  legs  and  chests  against  the  lega  and  backs  of  two 
veterans  not  far  from  the  rearmost  centurions  of  the  gather- 
ing of  sergeants,  not  sixty  feet  from  the  platform,  and  nearly 
opposite  its  middle,  though  a  little  to  the  left.  Few  veteran 
privates  heard  and  eaw  better  than  we. 

When  the  Imperial  cortege  arrived  and  the  platform  began 
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to  flS,  we  two,  like  the  men  aionnd  as  and  like,  I  feel  svao, 
the  entire  gathering,  were  amazed  to  Bee  smong  the  men  fonr 
Tomeii,  and  Agathemer  and  I  were  doubly  amazed  to  recog> 
nize  one  as  Marcia.  Agathemer,  irho  kner  the  former  slaTea 
and  present  freedwomen  of  the  Palace  far  better  than  I, 
vhiapered  that  the  others  were  the  sister  and  -wife  at  Peres- 
nis  and  the  wife  of  Cleander,  like  him  a  former  sIsTe  and 
pampered  freedman,  and  for  long  his  rival. 

The  platform,  of  coarse,  was  lined  and  partly  filled  with 
aide^  lictora,  eqaerriee,  pages,  aai  other  Imperial  satellites 
before  the  Emperor  rode  ap,  dismoiinted  and  appeared  among 
luB  retinae.  He  strode  springily  to  the  front  and  seated  him- 
atHt  on  the  crimson  cushion  of  the  ivory  cnrule  seat  which  a 
Uctor  placed  for  him.  Marcia,  to  my  tenfold  amazement 
tiien  seated  herself  on  a  not  dissimilar  maple  foldtng-seat^ 
spread  for  her  by  a  page.  9he  was  placed  at  the  very  front 
of  the  platform,  next  him  on  his  right.  Hext  her  was  Olean- 
der's wife,  also,  to  my  still  greater  amazement,  similarly 
seated,  as  were  the  two  almost  as  ornately  clad  tedies  with 
PerennJs,  who  sat  on  his  left,  he  standing  to  the  left  of  the 
Emperor,  who  was  set  only  a  short  yard  in  advance  of  the 
row  of  officials  and  intimates  who  lined  the  front  of  the 
platform. 

Until  all  who  bad  a  right  to  places  on  the  platform  had 
monnted  it  and  each  hsd  stationed  himself  in  his  proper 
position,  the  Emperor  sat  quietly  regarding  the  nob  of  men 
facing  him,  eyeing  as  ke^y  and  steadily.  An  eqnerry 
leaned  over  and  wMspered  to  him  and  he  stood  up,  I  conld 
feel  the  mrai  thrill,  even  more  positively  than  they  had 
tiiriUed  when  he  appeared  from  among  his  retinue,  I  con- 
jectured, instantly,  that  he  had  felt,  if  not  an  actual  dread 
of  the  mutineers,  at  least  a  doubt  as  to  his  ability  tc  quell 
fliem  and  a  need  for  all  possible  adventitious  aids.  Thus  I 
explained  to  myself  his  having  donned,  that  morning,  trap- 
ping snch  as  his  father  had  worn  on  frontier  campaigns, 
apparently  with  the  purpose  of  eliciting  the  E^mpathies  (^ 
the  men. 
He  now  wore  a  gilded  helmet,  elaborately  chased,  and  its 
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cnet  a  caired  CMnuen  spouting  goldeo  flames,  which  golden 
qwat  of  flames,  with  the  Chinuera's  vingB,  formed  the  enp- 
prat  from  which  waved  his  crimson  plume,  all  of  brilliantly 
dyed  ostrich  feathers.  His  corselet  was  similarly  gilded  or, 
po-haps,  like  the  helmet,  even  of  pure  gold  hammered  and 
chased,  adorned  with  depictions  of  the  battles  of  the  godA 
and  giants  above,  and  below  with  Tiajan's  victories  oveor 
the  Parthians.  Bis  kUt-strsps  were  of  crimson  leather, 
plated  with  gilt  or  gold  overlapping  scales.  His  cloak  was 
ot  the  newest  and  most  brilliant  Imperial  crimson.  The  plat- 
form was  so  high  that  I  could  clearly  see  his  shapely  calves 
and  the  gold  eagles  embroidered  on  Uie  sky-Uue  soft  leather 
of  his  half-boots.  In  his  hand  he  held  a  short  baton  or 
truncheon,  such  as  all  Seld-commanders  cany  as  an  onblem 
of  independent  command,  such  as  I  had  seen  at  T^ulat* 
in  the  hand  of  Fescennius  Niger.  It  was  gilded  or  gold- 
plated  and  its  ends  were  chased  pine-cones  Manifestly  every 
detail  of  his  habiting  had  been  meticulously  considered  and 
the  total  effect  carefully  calculated.  Certainly  he  was  nob 
only  handsome  and  winsome,  but  dignified  and  imposing* 
truly  a  princely  and  Imperial  figure.  Evidently  he  had  cal- 
culatingly arrayed  himself  so  as  to  appear  at  one  and  the 
aame  time  as  Emperor  and  as  a  field-commands.  The  effect 
on  the  men,  if  I  could  judge,  was  all  he  had  wished,  all  he 
could  have  hoped  for.  He  dominated  the  mob  of  men  as  he 
dominated  the  platform. 

There  was  no  need  of  his  wave  of  the  arm  eijoinlng  silence. 
The  silence,  from  his  first  movement  as  he  rose,  was  as  com- 
plete as  possible. 

"Fellow-soldiers,"  he  said,  and  he  spoke  as  well  as  the  moat 
practiced  orator,  audibly  to  all,  «noothly  and  charmingly, 
'^ou  have  come  from  Britain  across  the  sea,  across  Ganl, 
across  the  Alps,  and  half  the  length  of  Italy,  with  the  best 
intuitions,  with  the  sincerest  hearts,  to  apprize  me  of  danger 
to  me  in  my  own  Palace,  danger  unsuspected  by  me,  as  yon 
believe.  Your  loyalty,  your  good  intentions,  your  sincerity 
I  realize  and  rejoice  over.  But  I  find  it  hard  to  belien 
that  any  soldiers  in  distent  frontier  garriaona  can  be  bettw 
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infonned  than  the  Prioce  hinuelf  of  what  gooe  on  in  Italy* 
in  Borne,  i&  the  very  Palace.  You  have  lodged  the  graveflb 
accQSfttioiu  against  one  of  m;  moat  important  and  most 
tnuted  officials  I  shall  now  state  yonr  charges,  that  the 
acciued  man  may  hear  them  now  for  the  first  time  from 
my  own  lips  and  may  here  and  now  make  bia  defence  to  yon 
and  to  me." 

He  pansed.  My  eyes  had  been  on  Commodna  and  now 
shifted  to  Ferennis.  Ferennis  was  a  handsome  man,  bnt  in 
spite  of,  rather  than  because  of,  his  build  and  features.  Evea 
through  the  splendid  trappings  of  Prefect  of  the  Prffitorinm 
be  appeared  too  tall  and  too  thin,  his  neck  was  too  long,  his 
face  too  long,  his  ears  too  hi^  his  long  nose  overhung  hia 
upper  lip.  He  waa  impressive  and  capable  looking  bnt  e^ 
pesured  too  crafty,  too  for^.  I  felt  sure  that  be  had  not  the 
lesat  suspicion  of  what  was  coming.  He  looked  all  vanity, 
aetf-aatiafaction  and  vainglorious  self-aofficiency. 

*TelIow-9oldiera,"  the  Emperor  went  on,  "you  charge  that 
my  Prefect  of  the  Pratorium  is  not  loyal,  but  is  most  treacb- 
eroua;  that  he  has  been,  for  more  tlun  two  years,  plotting 
my  death  and  the  elevation  to  the  Principiate  of  bia  eldest 
■on,  now  Procurator  ot  Illyricum.  As  he  baa  now  heard  the 
charge,  so  yon  shall  now  hear  the  defense  of  my  Prefect 
of  the  Frastorinm." 

I  mnst  say  that  Ferennis,  though  manifestly  thunderstrud^ 
k^  his  senses,  kept  bia  self-command  and,  after  a  brief 
instant  in  which  he  paled,  swayed  and  seemed  utterly  dazed, 
rose  to  the  occasion.  For  that  brief  instant  he  appeared  aa 
overcome  aa  his  horrified  wife  and  raster,  who  all  but  fainted 
on  their  seats;  as  his  horrified  sons,  who  stood,  agape,  dead- 
pale,  one  by  hie  white-faced  mother,  and  the  other  by  hia 
incrednbus  aunt. 

Ferennis,  certainly,  gathered  himself  together  promptly, 
got  himself  under  fidl  control,  had  all  bis  wits  about  him 
and  made  a  perfectly  conceived,  finely  delivered,  coherent, 
logical,  telling  speech  in  his  own  defence.  It  was  long,  but 
nowhere  diffuse,  and  it  held  the  attention  manifestly,  not 
oolj  ct  the  mutineers,  bnt  of  the  Emperor  himself,  and  of 
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A  his  retinTie,  even  the  most  Tacuoofl  of  the  mere  isonrtien. 
As  he  ended  it,  it  was  plsin  that  PerenniE  belieTed  he  had 
cleared  himself  completel;  and  had  not  only  Tindicated 
himself  before  his  master,  but  had  cocrinced  Uie  mutineers 
of  his  gniltlessnesB  and  lojalt^.  His  ezpreesioa  of  face,  M  he 
maud  np  his  eloqnoit  peroration,  was  that  of  a  man  who,  un- 
expectedly to  himself,  transnumntB  insaperable  difScoltiei 
and  trinmphs. 

Confidently  he  tnmed  to  Commodos ;  smiling  and  at  eas^ 
he  awaited  his  decirion.  The  Emperor  stood  ap,  more  dom- 
inating, if  possible,  than  before; 

"Fellow-soldiers,"  he  said,  "watch  me  closely  and  listen 
carefully.  What  I  do  shall  be  as  significant  as  what  I  say. 
I  have  pondered  yonr  charges  since  yon  made  them  this  morn- 
ing. In  my  mind  I  hare  ran  over  all  that  I  knew  of  this 
man's  doings  and  sayings  since  I  made  him  the  goardian  of 
my  personal  safefy.  I  have  let  him  hear  yonr  charges  from 
my  own  lipe  and,  like  yon,  I  hare  listened  patiently  to  his 
brilliant  and  able  speech  in  his  own  drfence.  I  am  Prince 
of  the  Kepablic  and  Emperor  of  its  armies,  to  favor  no  man, 
to  do  and  Eipeak  impartial  justice  to  all  men  alike. 

*^on  know  what  happens  to  the  shirker  who  sleeps  on  hia 
post  when  on  Hntiy-doty  about  a  camp  at  night  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy.  If  guilty  of  what  yon  charge  any  Prefect  of 
the  Prstorinm  deeerres  not  otherwise  than  such  a  traitor, 
I  have  heard  all  this  man  has  to  say.  I  did  not  beUere  yon 
this  morning,  I  do  not  disbeliere  yon  now.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve this  man,  I  beUere  he  has  been  treacherons  and  that  in 
his  dexterous  ddence  jnst  now  he  lied.  Watch  me  I  I  torn 
him  over  to  yon." 

And,  with  a  really  magnificent  gesture,  he  stepped  half  s 
pace  away  from  Perennis,  stretched  ont  his  left  arm,  the 
golden  baton  in  his  hand,  and,  with  thai  fatal  tmncheoSf 
touched  him  on  the  shoulder. 

The  toar  that  rose  was  the  roar  of  wild  beasts  rtTuung 
for  their  prtty.  The  mea,  packed  as  th^  were,  eomebow 
mrged  forward.  On  the  ahonldera  of  thmr  f  ellow-centorioiu, 
•  sort  of  billow  of  the  foremost  sergeants  rose  like  mat 
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igunst  a  Tock;  Wa  surf  bnokiiij;  against  a  rod:  a  sort  of 
foam  of  them  orerflowed  the  front  of  the  platform.  For  the 
twinkling  of  an  e^e  I  beheld  above  tbie  imag  tide  of  execn* 
tionen  the  imperions  dignity  of  the  Emperor,  master  of 
the  Bcene,  self-confident  and  certain  that  all  men  wonld 
approve  of  hia  decision,  magnificent  in  his  military  trappings; 
the  incredulous  amazement  of  Pereonis,  his  pale,  watery  blue 
^yea  bleared  in  hia  lead-colored,  bloodless  face,  as  he  stood 
dazed  and  numb;  the  horror  of  liia  bedizened  wife  and  sister, 
both  fleshy  women,  dark-skinned  and  normally  red-K^eeked, 
now  gray  with  despair,  like  the  two  wretched  lads  beside  them; 
the  cmelly  tenanino  relish,  as  upon  the  successful  fruitiou 
of  Icoig  and  tortnona  intrigne%  blazoned  on  the  faces  of 
Marcia  and  of  Cleander'e  irife,  a  very  showy  woman  with 
golden  hair,  violet  eyes  and  a  delicately  pink  and  white  com- 
plexion: a  similar  expreesitm  of  relished  triumph  on  ths 
broad,  fat,  ruddy  face  of  her  big  hoaband,  who  looked  just 
what  he  bad  been;  a  msn  who  had  started  life  aa  a  slave; 
whose  master  had  thought  him  likdy  to  be  most  profitably 
employed  as  a  street  porter,  in  which  capacity  he  had  for 
years  carried  packs,  crates,  bales,  chests,  rafters  and  eudi 
like  immensely  heavy  loads  long  distances  and  had  thriven 
oa  his  exertions;  who,  whatever  brains  he  had  since  displayed, 
however  much  character  and  merit  had  contributed  to  his 
dagzling  rise  in  life,  had  retained  and  still  possessed  a  hearfy 
appetite,  a  perfect  digestion,  mighty  muscles,  bard  and  solid, 
ijl  over  his  hulking  frame,  and  the  vast  strength  of  his  early 
prime;  all  these  chief  actors  framed  against  a  background 
of  gandily  caparisoned  otBcers  and  courtiers. 

In  scarcely  more  than  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  Ferennis 
was  seized  by  four  brawny  frontier  sergeants  and  hurled  down 
among  the  men,  among  whom  he  vanished  like  a  lynx  under 
a  pack  of  dogs.  I  caught  no  afterglimpse  of  him  nor  of 
his  frayed  corpse ;  I  descried  only  a  sort  of  whirlpool  of  active 
men  about  the  spot  where  he  hsid,  as  it  were,  sunk  into  th^i 
vortex. 

When  the  flailing  arms  ceased  flailing  and  the  panting  ez- 
ecntionOTa  stood  quiet^  the  Emperor  stretched  out  hia  ri^t 
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lioud  for  edlence;  the  rambling  enarls  and  growls  of  the  nub 
abated  till  silence  reigned.    Into  it  he  epoke: 

"Ton  know  the  cnstom  of  onr  fathers  since  Noma.  The 
family  of  a  traitor  is  abolished  with  him." 

There  csme  a  second  roar  of  the  ravening,  ferociona  men, 
A  Becond  surge  of  the  foremost  up  the  face  of  the  platform, 
and,  instantl;,  the  eons,  wife  and  sister  of  Perennis  were 
pushed  from  it,  cast  down  among  the  mob,  and  never  reap- 
peared. After  the  mob  quieted  a  second  time  Commodns 
again  raised  his  hand  for  mlence.  Quicker  than  before  the 
men  were  stilL    He  spoke  loud  and  clear : 

"You  have  saved  me  from  a  treacherous  Prefect  of  the 
Fnetorium.  I  haTe  meditated  whom  to  appoint  to  his  vacant 
poet.  I  have  considered  well.  I  now  present  him  to  jon; 
my  faithful  henchman.  Oleander  of  Mazaca,  who,  by  his  own 
deserts,  has  won  citizenship  in  the  Bq>oblic,  equestrian  rank 
and  my  favor  and  gratitude.** 

The  mob  cheered. 


CHAPTER  XXIV 

THB  UABBJkOBH 

RETB0SPEC1T7ELY,  Oleander  is  talked  of,  if  at  aO, 
chiefly  as  having  been  bmtish,  dull,  stupid,  venal,  avari- 
doue  and  cruel.  Cruel  and  avaridous  he  certainly  became; 
renal  and  brutish  he  certainly  seemed;  but  dull  or  stupid  I 
cannot  admit  that  he  ever  was.  Indubitably,  at  the  time  of 
his  appointment  to  be  Prefect  of  the  Prstorium,  he  poe- 
•eesed  some  qualities  fitting  him,  as  he  later  was,  to  be  en- 
trusted by  his  self-indulgent  master  with  the  administration 
of  the  whole  Empire.  Certainly  he  was  quick-thinkings 
prompt,  ingenious,  incredibly  persuasive,  resolute  and  rutb> 
less,  which  qualities  go  far  towards  equipping  a  ruler.  With- 
out these  characteristics  he  could  not  have  concdved  or 
adopted  the  plan  which  be  sncceesfully  executed. 
Commodus  caught  Cleander's  eye,  nodded  to  him  and  sat 
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down.  Confident  and  smjliog',  Cletmder  etepped  forward  to 
the  platform's  railing  and  addressed  as. 

"Aa  Prafect  of  the  Prffitorinm,  I  am  charged  with  the  can 
ot  the  penonal  safety  of  our  Prince  in  bis  Palace,  in  the 
City  and  wherever  he  may  be.  Among  measnreB  for  his  p6r< 
eonal  safety  I  rate  high  the  maintenance  of  discipline  and 
loyally  among  his  frontier  garrisons  or  their  reSetabliabment 
if  impaired.  By  hia  command  yon  are  to  return  speedily 
vhence  yon  came  and  tell  your  fellowa  of  the  complete  saccen 
of  yonr  mission.  I  mnst  be  anre  that  yonr  report  will  satisfy 
them,  that  yon  set  out  on  yonr  return  folly  satisfied  your* 
■elvea.  Are  yoa  satisfied  7  I  aak  yonr  senior  sergeant  to  act 
as  spokesman.  After  he  has  spoken  I  shall  give  all  who  de- 
sire it  the  opportunity  to  spe^." 

Seztins  Bacnlna  at  once  replied  that  they  were  not  satia- 
fied  while  the  post  of  Procurator  of  Illyricnm  was  held  by 
the  eldest  son  of  Perennis,  or  while  be  held  any  office,  or,  in 
fitct,  while  he  was  alive. 

Cleander,  in  a  loud,  far-cairying  roice,  apprized  the  entire 
assemblage  of  what  Baculns  had  said,  and  replied  to  him: 

"From  now  on  I  am  in  charge  of  all  matters  pertaining 
to  the  personal  aafe^  of  Cssar,  including  the  apprehension 
and  execution  of  all  traitors  and  potential  traitors.  You 
may  rely  implicitly  on  me  without  suggestions  from  anyone 
to  take  all  meaanres  which  may  be  necessary  in  all  such  cases. 
In  this  case  yon  may  feel  assured  that  I  have  already  ini- 
tiated measures  whidi  will  infallibly  lead  to  the  traitor's  re- 
turn to  Italy,  without  any  nnsettlement  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
Illyrian  garrisons,  to  his  being  quietly  arrested  and  as  quietly 
executed.    Are  yon  satisfied!^ 

The  answer  was  a  roar  of  cheers,  roar  after  roar.  Whoi 
the  cheering  subsided  Cleander,  three  Beparate  tames,  urged 
anyone  who  wished  to  speak  up.  N'o  man  spoke.  Then  hs 
said: 

'^  am  commissioned  by  Cesar  to  repeat  to  you  explicitly 
what  he  has  himself  partly  expressed  to  yoa  twice  today: 
his  appreciation  of  your  fealty  and  good  intentions,  his  thanka 
for  your  good  order  oo  your  march  from  Britain  and  for 
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Tonr  haying  aaved  him  tnm  munapected  peril,  and  Ida 
gratitude.  Bat  plesee  take  note  and  remember  that  CoMir 
apedall;  commlBsioiiB  me  to  baj  to  yon  that  no  Bunilar  depa- 
tation  from  Britain  or  from  anywhere  else  vill  ever  be  per- 
mitted to  reach  Borne,  to  enter  Italy  or  even  to  set  out 
from  the  posts  assigned  to  its  members.  Any  attempt  at 
mch  a  deputation  mil  be  treated,  not  aa  well-meant  tf  ort 
to  help  our  SoTereign,  but  as  sat^egioos  Tebellion  against 

"Also  please  note  that,  whereas  he  has  accepted  yonr  advice 
and  acted  npon  it,  any  farther  expression  of  advic*  from 
any  of  you  or  any  future  attempt  of  any  legionaries  to  ad- 
vise the  Emperor  will  be  r^arded  as  an  unbearable  act  of 
insolence  and  presumption  and  dealt  with  is  such.  Geaar 
commands  you  to  be  eUest  and  obey. 

"Through  me  he  notifies  you  that  your  stay  at  Bcnoe  is  to 
be  short,  that  you  ar^  within  a  few  days,  under  ofBoen  ap- 
pointed by  bim,  to  set  out  on  your  return  march  to  your  Oallio 
port,  there  to  reembark  for  Britain,  there  to  guard  the 
frontier  or  keep  order  in  the  provinces.  Aa  a  preparatitm 
for  your  return  march  he  bids  you  rest  and  feast;  and,  that 
all  nay  feast,  he  has  lavishly  provided  food  and  wine,  which 
you  will  find  ready  at  your  quarters,  and  with  that  provisioQ 
an  ample  force  of  cooks  and  servitors  to  prepare  and  distribute 
your  Unquet.  Caear  now  goes  to  dine  and  bids  you  disperse 
to  dine.    I  have  spoken  for  Cssar.    Obey  1" 

Lees  heartily,  perhaps,  but  oniverssUy,  this  haughty  speech 
was  responded  to  by  load,  tumultuous  and  long^lasting  cheoa. 
More  cheers  salut^  the  Emperor  when  he  stood  up  and  f<^- 
lowed  him  till  he  had  vanished  with  his  retinue,  at  full 
gallop.  The  men  even  continued  to  cheer  until  Cleander's 
wife  and  Marcia  had  entered  th^r  gilded  carriages  and  been 
driven  off  in  the  wake  of  the  Imperial  corteg& 

Our  evening  meal  woe  truly,  as  Oleander  had  called  it,  a 
feast  and  a  banquet  When  we  reached  onr  quarters  the 
food  was  ready  and  just  ready  and  our  repsat  began  at  once. 
I  It  was  calculated,  in  every  particular,  to  induce  gluttonoos 
gOTpng  and  gozsling.    Before  onr  hunger  was  really  satiS' 
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ited,  before  ve  had  more  than  barely  begun  to  drinL  tbs 
temptingly  excellent  wine,  Agathemer  whispered  in  Oreek: 

"Thia  banquet  is  an  attempt  to  make  all  of  ns  sleep  far 
too  eonndly.  Every  man  of  ns  will  be  surfeited  with  food 
mod  fuddled  with  wine.  You  and  I  muat  be  exceptiouB.  Be 
Blue  to  eat  leaa  than  you  want  and  to  make  a  mere  show  of 
drinking.    We  must  keep  awake." 

We  did,  and,  in  our  tentj  discussed  in  whigpera  our  situ- 
ation. 

"North  of  Nuceria,"  Agathemer  said,  "I  judged  that  we 
should  be  safer  by  oureelyes  than  with  tiiese  fools  and  rabble^ 
but  they  kept  audi  dose  watch  on  ne  that  the  risks  of  escape 
were  too  great.  South  of  NamJa  I  hare  judged  us  better 
off  where  we  were  than  if  wandering  alone.  Kow  whatever 
the  risks  of  an  attempt  to  escape,  whatever  the  perils  we  m^ 
encounter  if  we  escape,  try  to  escape  we  must.  I  have  an 
intuition  that  tide  camp  is,  tonight,  the  most  dangerous  spot 
in  aU  Italy." 

We  peend  out  of  the  tent  at  intervals ;  without  hindrance 
or  danger,  for  our  tent-mates  were  utterly  asleep.  The  night 
vaa  windlees  and  warm.  A  moon,  more  than  half  full,  roM 
about  midnight  and,  ae  it  climbed  the  sky,  abed  a  pearly 
li^t  through  a  veil  of  mist  which  deepened  and  thit^oied. 
Near  the  ground  the  mist  was  so  thick  that  it  made  escape 
easy,  though  blundering  likely. 

We  tried  to  judge  oar  time  so  as  to  start  a  full  boor  be- 
fore the  first  streak  of  dawn.  We  traversed  nnhindered  a 
camp  sunk  in  sleep,  where  we  heard  no  sound  but  crapnlooB 
snorings.  Northward,  towards  the  Mulvian  Bridg^  m 
sneaked  out  into  the  tomb-lined  meadows.  Through  or  above 
the  dense  fog  we  could  spy  the  pinnacles  of  several  vast  and 
ambitions  mausoleums  glittering  in  the  moon-rays. 

We  were  not  a  hundred  yards  from  the  camp  when  I  dimly 
perceived  ahead  of  us  through  the  fog  something  like  a  wall 
or  stockade  about  two  yards  high.  A  step  or  two  further, 
at  the  same  moment  at  which  I  made  out  that  it  was  a  ser- 
ried rank  of  belmetted  men,  a  challenge  rang  out,  sharp  and 
peremptory. 
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Ingtantaneonaly  ve  dropped  on  our  hftnde  and  knees  sad 
envied  b&ck  to  camp. 

"I  told  yoo  I  bad  a  raepicion  that  this  waa  a  dangeroos 
locality,"  Agatbemer  whispered  when  we  had  stood  ap  and 
gotten  our  breath.  "Those  were  regular  infantry  of  stHoe 
■ort  We  can  only  hope  that  th^  are  on  that  side  (Hily. 
Lcf  B  tiy  towards  Home," 

There,  at  about  the  eaine  distance  we  were  gimiUrly  dial- 
lenged. 

In  camp  again  Agathemer  said: 

"Those  were  Pratorian  infantrymen,  and  they  were  stand- 
ing shonlder  to  shoulder.  This  looks  bad.  But  I  beIieT«  in 
taking  every  poaaible  chance.    Let* s  try  towards  the  road." 

Eastwards  also  we  enconntered  the  like  obstacle. 

Back  we  crawled  mipurgned.  As  we  skorried  tbroogh  the 
imoriag  camp,  unperceived  by  the  sodden  sleepers,  AgaUiemec 
said,  alond: 

"This  looks  increasingly  bad.  The  Pratorians  are  stand- 
ing with  interlocked  elbows;  tiiey  look  xmpleasantly  like 
samples  of  a  complete  cordon  rouid  the  camp.  The  mounted 
Pnetorians  are  behind  them  not  two  horae-lengths  and  less 
than  that  apart.  I  divined  some  sort  of  tnmps  massed  be- 
hind the  cavalrymen.    I  feel  frightened." 

Out  we  raced  towarda  the  broad  Tiber,  towards  it  we  crept 
throng  fog  across  the  meadow.  Again  we  were  chall«iiged. 
The  cordon  woe,  apparently,  complete. 

As  we  regained  the  camp  Agathemer  said : 

"If  we  are  to  escape  alive  we  need  all  onr  craft,  and  we 
nnst  he  quick." 

We  sprinted,  not  to  onx  quarters,  bat  to  those  of  tiie  British 
veterans.    Into  each  tent  we  peered. 

Every  tent  was  emp^  I 

Agathemw,  plainly,  felt  in  b  desperate  hnrry,  yet  he 
took  time  to  glance  into  the  most  of  the  hundred  and  fifty 
tents,  tearing  along  past  the  lines  of  than.  He  also  toc& 
time,  after  onr  brief  inspection  was  finished,  to  panse,  get  his 
breath  and  say: 
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"Thifl  "iookB  voTBe  than  bad.  I  iniaa  my  gneat  if  many  oi 
tkeM  Blnmberen  wake  alive.    Strip!" 

We  atrii^ied  of  ereiTthisg  except  oar  amnlet  baga. 

Then,  at  fall  run,  Btark  naked,  oar  aneheathed  sheath- 
knivee  in  oar  handB,  we  raced  throagfa  the  fog,  now  glim- 
mering with  the  first  forehint  of  coming  dawn,  along  the  in- 
ner  edge  of  the  veterane'  tents,  till  we  were  opposite  the 
qnarters  of  the  tumultuary  century  formed  from  the  out- 
poorings  of  the  orgagtvhim  at  Naceria. 

Into  one  of  the  veterans'  tents  we  went. 

"Knife  in  teeth  I"  said  Agathemer. 

The  tents  were  lavishly  provided  with  onsoldierly  com:* 
forts,  a  doable  allowance  of  blankets  and  mattressee  stuffed 
with  dried  reeds  or  sedge.  UotioniDg  me  to  help,  Agathemev 
doubled  a  mattreas  and  pressed  on  it  till  it  lay  so.  Then  he 
doubled  another  and  set  it  bo  that  the  two  were  about  a  yard 
apart,  with  their  folds  towards  each  other.  Another  pair  he 
set  similarly  so  that  the  interval  between  the  folds  was  over 
two  yards  long.  Tlien  we  roofed  the  interval,  so  to  speak, 
with  two  mattresses  laid  fiat,  and  laid  two  more  on  each 
of  these.  Not  yet  satisfied  Agathemer  led  me  out  four  timet 
to  drag  in,  from  the  near-by  tents,  mattressea,  two  of  which 
we  laid  lengthwise  over  the  triple  mattress-roof,  the  others 
we  heaped  over  the  end  of  the  roofed  tunnel  farthest  from 
the  opening  of  the  tent. 

Then  we  went  outside  yet  again  and  cat  the  ropes  of  the 
two  adjacent  tents  and  of  the  one  above  the  pile  of  mat* 
tresses.  We  threw  our  knives  far  away  and  bunched  up 
the  collapsed  canvas  of  that  tent  so  that  it  formed  a  sort 
of  continuation  of  the  mattress-roofed  tunnel.  Then  m 
crawled,  feet  first,  into  the  tunnel,  taking  with  ns  two  fall 
vater-bottlee  which  Agath«ner  had  found  in  one  of  the  tentf 
and  a  quarter  loaf  of  bread,  left  over  from  the  banquet.  It 
smelt  appetizing. 

We  wriggled  into  the  tannel  side  by  side,  until  our  heads 
were  well  nnder  the  mattrees-rool  We  could  see  out  undtf 
the  huddled,  crumpled  canvas.     Full  in  our  limited  viev 
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at  the  Republic  and  the  safety  ot  their  Empetor.  He  mm 
them  over  so  completely  that  they  acceded,  viUioiit  besi- 
tatioD,  to  his  dictum  tiiat  the;  ought  to  do  all  in  their  pov^ 
to  repair  the  ill  effects  of  their  error  of  jadgment ;  that  the 
only  vty  was  to  abandtoi  their  associates,  to  leave  than  for 
him  to  deal  with  and  to  march  with  all  speed  back  to  Britain 
to  reassure  their  fellow-insurgents  and  reclaim  Britain  to 
etFectiTe  loyalty. 

So  completely  were  th^  nnder  his  spell  that  they  returned 
to  their  camp,  roused  their  men  without  waking  any  of  their 
tnmultnary  assodateB,  and  marched  the  whole  body  of 
veterans,  in  the  night,  across  the  Mulnan  Bridge  and  on  all 
day  to  a  prepared  camp  near  Carein^  where  Qisy  spent  the 
nif^t.  ^om  there  th^  marched  in  two  days  the  forlj- 
siz  miles  to  Cosa;  whence  they  followed  the  Aurelian  road 
to  Marseilles,  as  we  bad  ridden  it,  and  from  there  marched 
acroea  Ganl  to  Gessoritcnm  and  shipped  for  Britain,  all  in 
half  the  time  in  which  they  had  come. 

Agathemer  and  I  spent  ^e  whole  day  in  our  hiding  place, 
suffering  terribly  from  the  heat,  for  the  day  was  hot,  muggy 
and  breezelesB,  so  that  the  still  sultry  air  was  stifling.  We 
spared  our  wat^-bottles  and  made  their  contents  last.  Our 
bread  we  munched  rdishin^y  after  noon. 

Before  sunset  we  wa-e  disooTered  and  nnearthed  by  aom* 
of  the  infantry  whose  trappings  were  unknown  to  ns.  We 
found  out  later  that  th^  belonged  to  the  newly-enlisted 
Viarii,  cohorts  created  from  pidced  young  men  judged  agile, 
alert,  intelligent  and  loyal,  to  act  as  a  special  road-con- 
stabulary to  deal  with  robbers  and  especially  with  the  bands 
obeying  the  King  of  the  Highwaymen  and  with  him. 

Our  captors  did  not  treat  us  roughly,  though  they  bound 
our  hands  behind  us  effectually.  They  lauded  over  our 
device  for  escaping  the  arrows  and  commented  on  our  clever- 
ness. Our  amulet-bags  they  ignored,  being  more  interested 
in  our  brand-marks  and  scourge-scara.  Their  sergeant  asked 
OS  where  we  were  from. 

"Do  yon  think  it  likely,"  Agathemer  laughed,  "that  we 
vonld  ^  you;  can't  yon  read  on  our  backs  that,  wherever 
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•WB  came  from  it  1b  the  Isrt  place  on  earth  we  Tint  to  go 
b«ckto?» 

The  sergeant  laughed  genially. 

"Mark  'em  'unidentified',"  he  ordered. 

They  clothed  ns  in  tunics  innocent  of  any  blood-atains,  bat 
which,  we  felt  sure,  had  been  takoi  from  the  corpses  of  oar 
late  asBociBtee. 

"Put  'em  with  the  rest,"  the  sergeant  ordered. 

With  ihe  rest,  some  three  hundred  snrrivorB  out  of  mora 
than  three  thousand  tumultuarles,  we  were  herded  inside  a 
convoy  of  constabulary  and  marched  in  the  dusk  and  dark 
to  onr  former  camp  at  Bubne.  There  we  were  liberally  fed 
on  what  was,  apparently,  the  lesTings  from  the  entertain- 
ment afforded  the  mutineers  there  on  their  down-march. 

Next  morning  we  were  lined  up  and  inspected  by  a  su- 
perior officer  with  two  orderlies  and  two  secretaries.  As  ho 
passed  down  the  rank  in  which  Agathemer  and  I  stood  he 
eyed  us  keenly.     After  a  time  he  returned  and  said ; 

"These  two  rascals  are  trying  to  keep  together.  Separate 
them!" 

Thereafter  I  saw  do  more  of  Agathemer  for  oTer  four 
years. 

I  do  not  wish  to  dwell  on  my  wretchedness,  after  m 
were  parted.  Alone  among  riffraff,  I  was  very  miserable. 
I  mourned  for  the  faithful  fellow  and  knew  he  mourned  for 
me.  I  longed  for  him  as  keenly  as  if  he  had  been  my  twin- 
brother. 

I  and  my  fellows  were  marched  on  under  close  convoy,  up 
the  Flaminian  Highway  and  the  batch  among  which  I  was, 
was  cast  into  the  ergaatvJum  at  Nuceria. 

There  I  passed  a  miserable  winter.  Our  prison  was  not 
unlike  the  ergtwtiilum  at  Flacentia ;  ill-designed,  damp,  cold, 
filthy,  swarming  with  vermin  and  crowded  with  wretches  like 
myself.  I  was  despondent  in  my  loneliness  and  foand  hard» 
to  bear  my  shiverings,  my  fitful  half-sleep  in  my  foul  in- 
fested bonk,  the  horrible  food,  the  grinding  labor,  the  stripes 
and  blows  and  insults  of  the  guards  and  OTerseeis  and  the 
jeers  of  my- inhuman  feilow-Buffereia.    This  time  I  had  no 
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chance  oi  becoming  cook'e-lielper  or  of  easing  my  dFcnm- 
ftancM  in  en;  other  manner.  I  spent  the  attira  winter 
haggard  for  sleep,  nnderdad,  underfed,  overwoiked,  abiver- 
ing,  beaten  and  abused. 

Conditione  in  that  ergartviutn  wen  more  than  amaring. 
It  waa  so  utterly  mismanaged  that,  in  fact,  «ry  little  effective 
work  vas  done,  though  the  inmates  were  roused  eaily,  set  to 
their  tasks  before  they  could  really  see,  lashed  all  day,  given 
but  a  Tcry  brief  rest  at  noon  and  released  only  after  dndc 
Half  the  prisoners  judiciously  directed  could  hare  ground 
twice  as  much  grain.  As  it  was,  the  superintendent  and 
overseers  had  far  less  real  autbori^  than  a  sort  of  dictator 
dected  or  aelected  or  tolerated  by  the  rabble;  He  hod  a 
sort  of  senate  of  the  aix  most  mfBanly  of  the  priaoneis. 
Hese  seven  ruled  the  argattvium  and  their  power  was  efFect- 
ive  for  overworking  and  nnderfeeding,  even  more  than  the 
generality,  thoee  whom  they  disliked,  and  for  diminishing 
tiie  labors  and  increasng  the  rations  of  their  &Toritea,  The 
existence  of  this  secret  government  among  the  rabble  was 
in  itself  astonishing,  its  methods  yet  more  so. 

Unlike  the  orgiutvlum  at  Flacentia  the  watdi  at  Quo  ar- 
gastulum  at  Xuceria  was  very  lax  and  haphazard.  It  vaa 
effective  at  keeping  as  in;  there  were  but  three  escapes  all 
winter.  But  communication  with  the  outside  world  was 
fairly  easy  and  was  kept  up  unceasingly.  Uany  of  the  in> 
mates  had  friends  among  the  slaves  of  ITuceria-  The  gate- 
guards  were  so  remiss  that,  daily,  one  or  more  oatsiders 
entered  our  prison  and  left  when  they  pleased.  The  haich- 
men  of  the  dictator  even  managed  to  slip  out  and  spoid  an 
hour  or  more  where  they  pleased  in  the  city.  This,  how- 
ever, was  possible  only  if  they  returned  soon,  for  the  super- 
intendent was  keen  on  calling  us  over  three  times  a  day. 

Through  the  activities  of  those  inmates  who  arranged  to 
get  out  and  return,  and  of  their  friends  who  entered  and 
left,  since  the  weighers  of  the  grain  and  flour  were  careless 
and  their  inspectors  negligent,  the  dictator  and  his  friends 
drove  a  regular  and  profitable  tnie  in  stolen  flour,  which  thc^ 
eichanged  for  wine,  oil,  dainties,  stolen  clothing  and  anch 
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other  ftrticlea  as  tiiey  desited ;  they  ereo  sold  mnch  of  it  for 
caeb,  and  not  only  the  dictator  but  wch  of  the  six  senatora 
had  a  hoard  of  coins,  not  metdy  coppers,  bat  biood  silrer 


In  this  traffic  and  its  advantages  I  had  no  share.  In  tact, 
of  all  his  fellows,  I  think  the  dictator  hated  ma  most; 
certainly  he  bullied  me,  made  toy  lot  harder  in  conntleu 
petty  ways,  and  abused  and  insnlted  me  constantly. 

After  mid-irinter  I  became  aware  of  a  traffic  not  cBily  in 
dainties  and  wine,  but  in  implements  and  weapons.  Many 
daggers  and  knives  were  smnggled  into  the  argaatvium,  not  a 
lew  files.  The  senators  had  a  small  arsenal  of  old  swords, 
r^olftr  infantry  swords,  rosty  bat  dangeroas,  Oradoally  I 
heard  whispers  of  a  plot.  The  conspirators  were  to  file 
-throngh  the  bars  of  more  than  one  window,  plastering  vp 
the  filed  places  vith  fllth  and  earth  to  conceal  the  filing,  leav- 
ing  a  thread  of  metal  to  hold  the  filed  bars  in  place.  Then, 
when  all  was  ready,  they  planned  to  murder  the  guards,  over^ 
■eers  and  superintendent,  break  out,  sack  the  town-arsenal^ 
loot  shops  and  mansions,  and  then,  well-clad  and  fully  armed, 
take  to  the  mountains  and  join  the  bands  of  the  King  of  tha 
Highwaymen.  Two  of  the  senators  claimed  to  have  been 
men  of  his  b^ore  their  incarceration  and  promised  to  lead 
the  rest  to  the  haunts  of  his  brigands. 

The  date  set  for  their  attempt  was  the  fourteenth  day  be- 
fore the  Kalends  of  April,  a  few  days  before  the  Temal 
Eqninoz.  My  gorge  rose  at  the  idea  of  the  burning  and 
sacking  of  Nuceria,  even  at  the  slaughter  of  our  cruel  guards, 
overseers  and  superintendent.  The  more  I  thought  the  mat- 
t»  over  the  less  I  liked  the  prospect  I  had  every  reason 
to  hate  the  dictator  and  senators.  I  saw  no  likelihood  of 
betterment  for  myself  if  I  were  carried  off  with  these  riffraff 
as  one  of  a  band  of  looters,  murderers  and  outlaws,  loose  in 
the  forests. 

I  contrived  to  disclose  the  plot  to  the  prison  authorities. 
As  a  result  the  vrgastviitm  was  entered  by  the  town  goarda, 
rigorously  searched  by  the  aldermm  ami  their  apparitors, 
under  the  aldermen'i  eyes,  all  the  sawn  bars,  files,  knivei^ 
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da^[geT8  and  Bwords  discoTend,  the  mspected  men  tortand 
till  the  ring-leadera  wen  identified,  the  dictator  and  Mb  asn^ 
atoiB  flogved  and  manacled,  and  the  management  of  the 
ergastvlum  renoTated. 

I  was  condncted  from  the  prison,  giTeti  a  bath,  clothed 
in  a  clean,  warm  tonic  and  cImIc,  proiided  with  good  shoes, 
Bbimdantly  fed  and  put  to  steep  in  a  clean  bed  in  the  honse 
of  a  freedman  who  watched  doseljr  that  I  did  not  escape, 
bat  did  everything  to  make  me  coinfortable. 

The  next  day  the  chief  alduinan  of  Nnceria  interrogated 
me  at  the  town  ball,  praised  me,  declared  that  I  had  sared 
the  town  many  boiroTs  and  mncb  damage  and  loss,  and 
asked  me  what  reward  I  craved. 

I  answered,  boldly,  that  what  I  cnved  was  what  all  alaves 
craved:  freedom. 

He  replied  that,  in  his  opinion,  I  had  merited  Twnnimis- 
sion;  bat  that  I  was  not  the  propeaij  of  the  mnuicipality  d 
N'nceria,  bat  of  the  figotis;  *  I  was,  in  short,  part  of  the  per- 
sonal property  of  the  Emperor  and  could  be  manamitted  only 
by  the  Emperor,  or  by  one  of  his  \egal  representatiTes.  Such 
a  nanomission  would  be  difficult  to  arrange  and  its  arrange- 
ment would  take  a  long  time.  He  would  set  to  work  to  try 
to  arrange  for  it.  Meantime,  could  I  not  ask  some  reward 
within  their  power  to  grant? 

I  at  once  replied  that  I  desired  above  all  things  never  to 
be  returned  to  that  ergastvlum. 

This  he  promised  immediately,  saying  that  recommitmoit 
there  wonld  be  equivalent  to  a  sentence  of  torture  and  death, 
since  my  late  associates,  infuriated  at  my  treachery,  as  the^ 
named  it,  would  certainly  inflict  on  me  all  the  torments  their 
malignity  conld  suggest  and  keep  on  till  I  died.  He  added 
that  he  and  the  other  aldermen  had  never  meant  to  recommit 
^e;  deliverance  from  that  argastulum  they  considered  part 
of  my  reward  and  that  the  least  part  of  it  What  else  did  I 
deaireP 

"If,"  said  I,  "I  must  remain  a  slave  and,  remaining  the 
proper^  of  Cssar,  must  be  employed  as  the  administration 
of  tiie  fisau  dired^  at  least  t)7  to  ammge  that  I  be  employed 

•See  NdteK 
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init  of  doors  far  from  any  town,  on  a  bIeto  &nii,  or  at 
herding  or  wood-cutting  or  clurcoal-buming.  I  have  heard 
ihai  many  of  Ciesar's  Blare-gangB  are  busy  afield,  on  farmf 
or  paatare-IaodB  or  in  the  forests." 

"That,"  said  the  alderman,  "will  be  easy.  Afield  yoa  shall 
go — even  far  afield.  Do  ;oa  like  horses  ?  Can  ;oa  manage 
horses  F" 

"I  love  all  animals,"  I  said,  "and  most  particularly  horses." 

"Then,"  said  the  alderman,  "I  have  already  in  mind  tb« 
very  place  for  you,  where  none  of  your  rancorous  late  associ- 
atee  can  ever  find  yon,  on  an  Imperial  atock-fann  or  breeding* 
Tsnch  in  the  uplands,  among  the  forested  mountains.  Won^ 
you  consider  it  a  reward,  would  you  consider  it  the  folfiUment 
of  your  wiah  to  be  transferred  from  our  town  trgaatvlum, 
where  yon  were  as  an  Imperial  slave  rented  out  to  our  dtj, 
to  such  an  Imperial  estate,  where  you  will  be  directly  ttodsr 
the  employees  of  the  fiacuat" 

"I  certainly  should  feel  rewarded,"  I  said,  "by  such  a 
transfer.''* 

"In  addition,"  he  concluded,  "we  shall  jnvsent  yon  with 
s  new  tunic  and  cloak  and  new  dioes,  also  an  ex^  tnnu^ 
■nd  with  a  purse  containing  im  alva  pieces." 


OHAPTBBXXT 

THB  OPSN  OOUIfTBT 

AFTER  some  days  of  rest,  abnndimt  food  and  losurely 
hot-baths  in  the  f reedman's  house,  I  left  N'uceria  under 
ooDToy  of  three  genial  road-constables  and  journeyed  delih> 
erately  northward  along  the  Flaminian  Highway  to  the  Im* 
perial  estate  which  was  to  be  my  abode.  I  am  not  going  to 
locate  it  precisely  nor  to  name  the  villages  nearest  it  nor  tbs 
neighboring  towns.  It  will  be  quite  suffici^t  to  set  down 
that  it  was  near  the  Flaminian  Highway  and  approximately 
half  way  between  Kuceria  and  Forom  SenqiTOQii. 
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U7  reawDs  for  va^enesa  an  tnsndstory,  to  my  nundL 
FendB  in  the  tJmbriaQ  momitamB  differ  greatly  from  fends  in 
the  Sabine  hills;  but,  like  Sabinmn,  Umbria  is  afflicted  with 
fends.  Nov  I  anticipate  that  this  book  will  not  only  be  widely 
reed  among  our  nobility  and  gentry  and  much  discnased  l^ 
them,  bnt  also  that  it  will  be  talked  of  by  more  than  hsU 
Borne  and  that  copies  oi  it  and  talk  about  it  wiU  spread  iB 
OTer  Italy  and  even  into  tiie  provinces.  Talk  of  it  may 
trickle  into  the  tTmbrian  mountains.  ITmbrian  monntaineers 
lite  long.  Some  of  those  who  lored  me  and  befriended  me 
or  loved  and  befriended  those  who  loved  and  befriended  mc^ 
may  still  be  alive  and  hearty  and  likely  to  live  many  years  yet. 
So  also  may  be  some  of  those  who  hated  me.  I  do  not  want 
anyone  holding  a  grudge,  or  nnrsing  Uie  grudge  of  a  dead 
kinsman  or  frioid,  to  learn  throngh  me  of  any  secret  kindnesi 
to  me  which  he  might  r^ard  as  treachery  to  his  kin  and  ao 
feel  impelled  to  avenge  on  those  who  befriended  me  or  thai 
childrwi  or  grandchildren.  TTmbrian  enmities  ramify  in> 
credibly  and  endure  from  generation  to  generation.  I  remen^ 
ber  with  gratitade  many  Umbrians  who  wer«  kind  to  me;  I 
would  not,  however,  indirectly  cause  any  trouble  to  them  in 
their  old  age,  or  to  ^eir  deecendants. 

The  Imperial  estate  was  large  and  I  learned  its  history. 
It  was  mode  np  of  three  odjscntt  properties  confiscated  at 
different  periods  by  different  Emperors,  One  hod  fallen  to 
the  fiscas  under  Nero,  a  second  under  Domitian,  and  a  third 
under  Trajan,  each  as  the  result  of  its  owner  being  implicated 
in  a  conspiracy  against  the  Emperor.  The  administration  ot 
tiit  reenltont  large  estate  was  a  perfect  sample  of  the  ezc^ent 
management  in  detail  and  stupid  misjudgment  in  general  to 
common  under  the  fiacus.  The  estate  was  hilly,  some  ot  it 
mountainous,  and  quite  unfitted  for  horse-breeding,  which  is 
best  engaged  in,  sa  everybody  knows,  on  estates  composed 
chiefiy  of  wide-spreading  plains  or  gently  rolling  countiy 
with  broad,  flat  meodom.  Good  judgment  would  have  put 
this  estate  chiefly  in  forest,  with  a  few  cattle,  some  sheep  and 
more  goats,  but  no  horses.  As  I  found  it,  it  hod,  to  be  am, 
many  goats,  but  almost  as  many  she^  and  cattle,  and  h<»sH 
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almost  u  muneroiie  as  the  cattle  and  far  more  important,  for 
to  tlieir  breeding  most  of  the  efforts  of  the  overseer  were 
directed. 

The  overseer's  house  was  the  best  of  the  three  original 
TiUaa.  About  it  were  ample,  commodious  and  acmpulously 
dean  quarters  for  Blares  like  me.  Also  it  had  jarda  for  fowlt^ 
dacka,  geese,  gmnea-fowlB,  and  peacocks,  arranged  before  the 
c<mfiscBtion  and  allowed  since  to  run  down,  but  still  pro- 
ductive and  fairly  well-filled  with  birds,  as  were  the  big  dove- 
cotes. Besides,  there  were  fish  ponds  and  a  rabbit-warren, 
left  from  the  former  villa.  There  were  extensive  stables, 
eattle-ebeds  and  pens,  aheep-folds,  goat-nma  and  pig-stiea 
adjoining  the  hoose.  In  the  quarters  I  found  a  goodly  com- 
pany of  hearty,  healthy,  contented  slaves,  sty-warda,  goat- 
herda,  Bhepherde,  cowmen  and  horse-wranglers.  These  were 
friendly  from  my  first  arrival  among  them,  seemed  to  look 
me  over  deliberatdy  and  appraise  me,  and  appeared  to  like  m» 

I  was  first  sent  out  aa  one  of  two  assistants  to  an  experi- 
enced herder  in  charge  of  a  rather  large  herd  of  beef-steera. 
We  drove  them  up  ttie  mountains  to  a  grassy  glade  and,  when 
they  had  eaten  down  the  grass  there,  to  another.  Our  duties 
were  light,  aa  the  ateera  were  not  very  wild  or  fierce  and  were 
eaay  to  keep  together,  to  keep  in  motion  by  day  and  to  keep 
atationsry  by  night.  Each  night  two  of  us  alept  by  a  smoul- 
dering fire  and  the  third  circled  about  the  herd  aa  the  ateers 
lay  slewing  or  chewing  their  cuds.  The  circling  waa  done  at 
the  horse's  slowest  walk.  Our  horses  were  good,  our  food 
good,  and  my  two  companions  genial,  though  reticent. 

Only  once  did  any  of  our  charges  bolt  Then,  whan  W9 
missed  three  ateera,  our  senior  asked  me: 

"Do  you  think  yon  could  find  them  and  fetch  them  back  J" 

On  my  afSrming  confidence  that  I  could  be  smiled  doubi- 
folly,  and  shook  his  head,  but  drawled : 

**I11  give  you  the  chance,  just  to  try  you  out" 

I  found  the  runaways  with  no  trouble  whatever,  for  their 
trail  was  nowiiere  faint,  turned  them  easily  and  brought  them 
back,  manifesUy,  much  sooner  than  he  had  hoped.  He  ap> 
peared  pleased,  but  merely  granted. 
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Tet  be  must  have  spoken  well  of  me  to  tlie  snpermteadent, 
for  after  a  day's  rest  in  the  alaTe^aartera  I  was  assigned  the 
sole  care  of  a  small  bunch  of  Tooiig  cows  with  their  fint 
calves.  It  seemed  to  be  asaumed  Uiat  I  would  make  no 
attempt  to  escape.  As  I  bad  been  giren  a  good  horse  uid  a 
serviceable  rain-cloal^  I  had  thoroughly  enjoyed  my  life  from 
file  start. 

The  landscape  was  charming,  the  climate  agreeable,  Bpiiag 
was  approaching,  I  was  out  in  the  open  air,  camping  at  ni^ 
by  a  fire  wherever  my  cbargee  lay  down  to  sleep,  eating  what  I 
chose  of  the  ample  supply  of  good  food  which  I  carried  in  my 
eaddle-bage.  I  was  happy,  tborongbly  happy,  and  I  throve 
from  my  arrivaL  I  stiU  monmed  for  Af^themer,  bat  I 
did  not  miss  bim  as  acntely  as  I  had  in  the  ergagtvium. 

After  about  t«n  days  in  the  woodland  giadee  I  brought  mj 
charges  hack  to  the  villa  for  inspection,  according  to  orders. 
The  inspector  was  pleased  with  their  condition  and  com- 
mended me.  Some  of  tbe  fellov-herdsmen,  off  duty,  stood  or 
sat  about  and  they  seemed  to  approve. 

One  of  them  adced : 

"Have  much  trouble,  Greenhorn  P" 

'^ot  a  bit,"  I  answered. 

'^oVd  yon  like  to  tiy  to  milk  one  of  those  cows  7"  another 
enquired. 

"I  can  milk  any  one  of  them,"  I  replied.  "I  have  milked 
most  of  them.  I've  been  drinking  all  the  milk  I  could  bold 
all  tbe  while  I  was  out  with  them." 

"Thaf  s  the  silliest  lie  I  ever  heard,"  tbey  chorused.  "Why, 
if  you  tried  to  handle  any  one  of  those  cows  she'd  gore  you 
to  death.  You  couldn't  get  near  enough  to  the  udder  of  any 
one  of  them  to  get  your  hand  on  her  teats.  Invent  a  lie  we 
can  swallow,  or  quit  bragging.    You  can't  fool  as." 

I  kept  my  temper,  scaled  the  enclosure  of  the  cow-pen, 
being  careful  not  to  make  any  sudden  movement,  strolled 
to  the  nearest  cow,  stroked  her  nose,  pulled  her  ears,  walked 
down  her  flank,  patting  her  as  I  went  and  handled  her  udde& 

"What  have  you  to  say  now  ?**  I  called  to  tbe  gaping  yokdi. 

"Try  that  on  another,"  tbey  shouted  back. 
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I  did  tiie  like  with  two  mon. 

They  were  dumb. 

"Hand  me  a  crock,'*  I  called,  "and  FU  get  a  qnut  or  ea 
of  milk,  if  the  calTes  have  left  any." 

When  one  handed  me  a  small  olta  I  milked  it  more  than 
half-fall  from  a  dozen  cows.  I  exhibited  the  milk,  offered 
it  to  them,  and,  on  their  laaghingly  replying  that  they  were 
no  milk-sops,  they  preferred  wine,  I  drank  most  of  it  Thm  I 
vent  to  the  nearest  calf,  gentled  it,  picked  it  np,  lifted  it 
onto  my  back,  its  legs  sticking  out  in  front  of  me  across  my 
shoulders,  and  paced  back  and  forth  along  the  inside  of  the 
fmce,  the  mother  following  me,  liddng  the  calf  and  lowing, 
bnt  mild  and  with  no  show  of  snger,  let  alone  any  threat  of 
attack  On  me. 

Before  I  pnt  the  calf  down  the  snperintendoit  came  along. 

"What's  aU  this?"  he  queried. 

"FeHx  here,"  he  was  answered,  "is  a  sort  of  wizard.  He 
can  gentle  these  cows,  he  can  milk  them,  end  he  has  been 
showing  off  how  one  will  let  him  carry  her  calf  and  yet  not 
get  Mcited." 

"Can  you  do  as  well  with  balls,  too?"  the  TSlioua  enquired. 

"I  think  eo,^  I  replied.  I  had  put  down  the  calf  and 
climbed  out  of  the  cow-pen. 

"Come  along  I"  the  ViUicus  commanded. 

We  trooped  oS  to  a  pen  where  there  was  a  fine  breeding- 
bnll  all  alone. 

"Get  indde,  lad  I"  said  the  VUlieut;  "that  is,  if  you  dare. 
But  be  sure  you  are  ready  to  vault  out  again,  and  entirely 
able  to  clear  the  pen." 

I  climbed  into  the  pen  and  stood.  The  bull  gazed  at  me, 
but  made  no  threatening  movement  and  his  demeanor  wu 
placid.  I  walked  up  to  him,  a  pace  at  a  time,  patted  his  noM, 
polled  his  ears,  wsJked  round  him,  stroking  him,  took  bold 
of  the  ring  in  his  nose  and  led  him  over  toward  the  ftwe- 
atmck  gapers: 

When  I  climbed  out  of  the  pen  one  man  said : 

"Try  him  on  old  Scrof  a." 

We  trooped  off  to  the  hog-pena  and  there  was  »  six  or 
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dghi-yesr-old  bov  willi  s  joimg  litter.  She  was  a  trnge  beut, 
u  ngl;  a  BOW  as  ever  I  sav.  I  got  into  her  pen,  miring  half 
to  ID7  knees  in  its  filth,  but  keeping  my  feet.  She  made  no 
move  to  attack  me,  but  granted  enquiringly.  I  picked  ap 
one  of  her  pigs,  it  hardly  squealed  and  efae  granted  scarcely 
more  than  she  had  already.  I  dangled  the  piglet  before  her, 
and  she  only  smelt  it  and  kept  on  grunting,  with  no  dgn 
of  wrath. 

"Come  out,  Felli,"  the  ViHicua  drawled,  "you  are  bow- 
proof.    But  how  do  you  do  it?" 

*T.  don't  know,"  I  relied,  "but  I  have  always  been  able 
to  gentle  fierce  animals  of  any  kind.  No  animal  ever  atta^ 
me." 

Thereupon  he  tried  me  with  three  rams  famous  for  butting, 
two  he>goat8  of  even  worse  reputation  and  half  a  score  Zt 
watch-dogs.  I  came  unscathed  from  close  companionship 
with  the  goats  and  rams,  and  the  dogs  behaved  as  if  they  had 
faeoi  my  pets  from  their  puppyhood. 

"Can  you  do  as  well  with  horses  T'  the  VUlicut  enqoixed. 

"I  believe  so,"  I  replied;  "give  me  a  chance." 

"I  shall,"  he  asserted.  'I'll  round  up  all  our  colts  fit  for 
breaking  and  try  you  on  them.  Ill  get  in  most  of  tbe  boya 
to  watch  'Uie  fan.  Itll  take  about  ten  days  to  get  ready. 
Ifeanwhile  yoa  can  take  ont  another  bunch  of  h^era  with 
new  calves.  It  seems  to  suit  yon  and  the  calves  and  the 
heifers." 

When  I  returned  from  my  third  outing,  hard  and  fit  and 
happy,  the  Viilioaa  asked  me  how  aoaa  I  would  be  ready 
for  colt-hrealdng. 

"Tomorrow,"  I  said. 

The  next  day  was  made  a  sort  of  festival,  with  all  the 
horse-herders  at  the  villa  paddocks. 

First  of  all  four  experienced  horse-wranglers  roped  a  filly, 
tiirew  her,  faitf«d  and  bridled  her  while  one  sat  on  her  head, 
let  her  get  on  her  feet,  hobbled  her,  held  her  so  while  two 
more  saddled  her  and  then  held  her  while  one  mounted  her. 
When  they  let  her  go  she  reared,  bucked,  dashed  about,  bucked 
again  and  again,  and  continued  till  exhaustion  forced  her  to 
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qtiiet  down  and  obey  lier  rider,  irho  liad  kept  hia  aeat  from 
the  first 

"What  do  you  think  of  that,  Felix  F"  the  VUKcus  aaksA  me. 

"As  good  horse-wrangling  as  can  be  seen  anywhere "  I  im- 
plied. 'TTp  to  standard  and  even  abore  normal.  But  Z  can 
do  betttf." 

"Bold  words,"  said  fiie  VUIiettg;  "we^  give  you  a  chance 
to  prove  them." 

Another  filly  was  roped,  bitted,  bridled,  and  saddled,  and 
Iwr  captors  invited  me  to  mount, 

"Pooh!"  said  I.  "Let  some  one  else  ride  her.  I  don't 
need  all  those  preliminaries.  I  can  walk  ri^t  out  into  that 
bnnch  of  colts,  catch  any  young  stallion  you  point  out,  bold 
him  by  the  nose,  gentle  bim  without  any  rope  or  thong  on 
him,  mount  him  by  vaulting  onto  hia  back,  and  ride  bim 
about  usbitted,  unbridled,  bareback,  and  as  I  please,  witiioot 
his  rearing  or  bnddng  or  kicking." 

"Son,"  said  the  VUlicua,  "yos  are  either  a  lunatic  or  a 
demigod.  Go  in  and  try  what  yon  boast  yon  can  do.  Show 
hb." 

"Point  out  your  stallion,"  I  suggested. 

He  indicated  a  beautiful  bay  with  a  white  face.  He  let  me 
approach  bim  at  my  first  attempt,  let  me  take  bim  by  the 
nose,  let  me  lead  him  close  to  my  dumbfounded  audience,  let 
me  mount  him.  I  rode  bim  about,  turning  bim  to  right  or 
left  as  the  Villictu  ordered,  at  my  suggestion.  When  I  got 
off  I  lifted  each  of  his  hoofs  in  succeBsion,  crawled  under 
his  belly,  crawled  between  bis  fore-legs,  and  then  between  bia 
hind-l^B,  while  the  onlookers  held  their  breath;  finally  I 
atood  behind  him,  slapped  his  rump  and  pulled  his  taiL 

"Ib  he  broken?"  I  queried. 

"Apparently  he  is  gentle  aa  a  lamb  to  yon,"  the  THIteua 
admitted,  "but  how  about  the  rest  of  nsF" 

"Bring  in  a  saddle  and  bridl^"  I  soggested,  "and  FI1  bit 
him  and  hold  him  while  two  of  you  saddle  him  and  until  one 
of  yon  mounts  him.  He  sboald  be  no  more  dangerous  then 
a  roped  filly." 

^ey  did  as  I  anggested  and  I  then  rode  him  aboat  until 
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he  appeared  med  to  the  saddle  and  bit  and  already,  at  oncc^ 
bridle-wiBe.    Then  one  of  the  wranglers  rode  him. 

I  geotled  colt  after  colt  all  that  day  till  suneet,  vith  a 
▼ery  brief  pann  for  food  and  rest  Also  I  kept  it  up  next 
day  until  mid-afternoon,  vhea  the  last  colt  had  been  tamed. 

Then,  aa  ve  stood  breathing,  one  of  the  horse-wranglrav 
suggested : 

"Try  him  on  Selinns." 

"That  would  be  plain  mnrder,"  one  of  the  others  cried. 

"I  am  not  so  sure,"  the  VUlicus  nimlnated.  "I  am  almoet 
ready  to  feel  that  he  might  even  tame  Selinue." 

Off  we  trooped  to  the  etabla  of  the  choice  breeding^^talliona. 
There,  in  a  darkened  box-stall,  I  was  shown  a  beautiful  demon 
of  a  horse,  four  years  old,  a  sorrel,  with  a  white  face  and  white 
forefeet.     He  certainly  looked  wicked  enough. 

"Will  you  try  him  ?"  the  Villums  asked  me. 

"Of  course,"  I  said.  "Let  him  out  into  the  yard  or  Uia 
paddock." 

Into  the  paddock  he  was  let  out,  by  means  of  a  door  in 
his  stall  worked  by  winches  from  above.  In  the  afternoon 
sunlight  he  pranced  and  curvetted  about,  a  joy  to  see. 

"Let  me  show  Felix  what  he  is  like,"  one  of  the  younger 
horse-wranglers  suggested. 

"Yon  can,"  the  VUlicut  agreed.  "We  all  know  how  agile 
yon  are  and  how  quick  at  vaulting  a  fence." 

The  fellow  vaulted  into  the  paddock  when  Selinua  was  at 
its  further  comer.  The  moment  the  beast  saw  him  he  charged 
at  fuU-run,  screaming  like  an  angry  gasder,  the  picture  of 
a  man-killer,  ears  laid  back,  nostrile  wide  and  red,  montli 
open,  teeth  bared,  forehoofs  lashing  out  high  in  front,  an 
equine  fury.  The  lad  vaulted  the  fence  handily  when  Selinns 
WB8  not  three  yards  from  him  and  the  brute  pawed  angrily 
at  the  palings  and  bit  Hiem  viciously. 

"Wont  to  try,  Felix  P"  the  VUUais  asked  me  again. 

Without  a  word  I  vaulted  the  enclosure  within  two  yards 
of  Selinns.  He  stood,  ears  cocked  forward,  nostrils  quiet, 
mouth  shut,  all  four  hoofs  on  the  ground,  quivering  all  over. 
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Inch  1^  inch  I  ne&red  him  till  m;  haod  tonebed  him.     H« 
trembled  like  as  espeii'leaf,  but  did  not  attack  me. 

"Hercnlea  be  good  to  qb  all  I"  exclaimed  one  of  the  men. 
.  After  that  I  did  vith  Selinus  all  I  bad  done  with  the  first 
fltallion-colt,  gentling  him,  leading  him  by  the  nose,  mount' 
ing  him,  riding  him,  crawling  nnder  bis  belly,  between  bia 
fore-IegB  and  hind-legs,  pulling  hie  tail,  slapping  him  liberally 
all  o?er.  Then,  timidly,  urged  by  their  comrades'  jeers,  the 
two  wranglers  whom  I  invited  broogbt  me  a  saddle  and  bridle 
and  I  bitted  him  and  held  him  while  they  saddled.  Thai  I 
Tode  him. 

Afterwards,  with  mnch  miaglTing,  bat  shamed  into  bold- 
ness, the  chief  horse-wiangler  mounted  him  and  rode  him. 

Selinns  was  tamed  [ 

"Felii,"  said  the  Ftllicus,  "yon  are  too  valaable  to  set  to 
herding  cattle.  Yon  are  heoc^orward  chief  horse-wran^er 
of  this  estate.  I'll  give  yon  a  honae  all  to  yours^  and  a 
girl  to  keep  honse  for  you.  When  not  horse  taming  here  or 
wherever  I  l«id  yon  ou^  yon  can  speai  yonr  time  as  yoa 
idease^" 

The  onlookers  acclaimed  his  award  and  the  displaced  chief* 
Itorse-wrangler  shook  hands  with  me  and  decUred  that  he 
iras  proud  to  be  second  to  such  a  wonder  as  "Felix  the  Wii- 
mrd." 

After  that  I  lived  a  life  of  ease.  Uy  dwelling  was  a  neat 
cottage  well  shaded  with  fine  trees  and  bowered  in  climbing 
Tinea,  with  a  tiny  courtyard,  a  not  too  tiny  atrium  with  a 
hearth,  a  kitchm,  a  store-room  and  two  bed-rooms.  It  was 
as  clean  as  possible  and  well  furnished  for  a  slave's  quarters. 
The  girl  snd  I  liked  each  other  at  first  sight.  I  am  not  going 
to  t^  her  name,  but  a  jest  we  had  faetweoi  as  led  me  to  call 
her  by  the  pet  name  of  Septima.  If  she  had  been  a  fre»- 
woman,  she  would  have  been  described  as  a  young  widow. 
Her  former  mate,  one  of  the  horae-wranglers,  had  been  killed 
by  Selinus  the  previous  autumn.  Their  child,  not  a  year 
<^,  had  died  before  his  father.  Septima  had  recovered  tiom 
her  grief  daring  the  vrinter  and  had  become  normally  cheerful 
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before  she  was  asaigned  to  me.  I  found  her  consiatitticHuIlj- 
merry,  very  good  company,  alwsyB  diligent,  a  aurpassi&g  cool^ 
magical  with  the  garden,  especially  with  her  beloved  flowei^ 
a  capable  needlo-woman,  always  neat,  and  reiy  good-looking. 
We  got  on  famoosly  together. 

"With  her  beehives  only,  Septima  had  trouble.  She  nnder^ 
stood  bees  perfectly,  but  was  afraid  of  them,  and  with  reawnt, 
for  she  was  manifestly  obnoxious  to  bees  and  was  far  too  oftea 
ttong.  Of  cooree,  bees,  like  all  other  living  creatures,  wen 
mild  to  me.  I  tended  her  hives,  under  her  snpernslon,  for  I 
knew  nothing  of  bees;  according  to  her  directionB  I  captured 
several  swaims  for  her.  Also  I,  whm  the  time  came,  removed 
combs  from  such  hives  as  she  derignated. 

Spring  was  in  its  f nil  gloiy  and  I  felt  the  eihilaistio&  of 
it.  Each  home-coming  was  a  delist  And  I  was  much 
away,  for  the  Vtilieus  had  me  convened  aboat  the  conntiy- 
side  to  every  estate  which  poesessed  an  nnbrolcen  colt  or  an 
intractable  horse:  I  gentled  socceaBfoUy  every  one  I  eo* 
countered. 

After  all  the  bad  horses  and  raw  colts  for  miles  around  had 
been  tamed  I  spent  some  days  idling  about  my  cottage  and 
getdng  acquainted  with  it  and  with  Septima.  But  within 
not  many  days  I  grew  restive.  I  told  the  VUlieut  I  wanted 
stsnething  to  do. 

'^ell,"  he  said,  "five  steers  have  elnded  tme  of  my  herd- 
gangs  and  no  one  can  find  Uiem.  Question  the  men  (he 
named  them)  so  as  to  get  the  right  start,  and  try  your  IucJe.** 

I  was  off,  trailing  those  five  steers,  for  three  days  and  two 
nights.  By  sunset  of  the  third  day  I  had  them  back  at  the 
villa. 

After  that  I  waa  called  on  to  hunt  down  and  round  up  all 
stampeded  cattle  and  all  strays,  whether  cattle,  horses,  goats, 
sheep  or  svine.  I  enjoyed  my  lone  outings  and  betveoi  them 
basked  contentedly  in  the  comfort  of  my  cottage  and  the 
amenity  of  Septims's  cheerineas.  During  my  stays  at  home  I 
thoroughly  familiarized  myself  with  the  villa,  its  outbuildings 
and  all  their  inhabitants.  Also  I  put  a  good  deal  of  time  on 
Sdinus,  whom  I  transformed  from  an  insane  man-kiUu  into 
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floe  of  tb«  goitleet  sUUioiu  I  ever  heard  of.  I  taught  him 
•11  the  nicetiea  of  obedience  acclaimed  ia  perfect  parade  horses 
till  he  would  atand,  sidle,  back,  sidle  diagonally,  cnrret  and 
•xecnte  all  the  sbov-atepa  promptly  at  the  signalling  touch 
or  Bound.  I  tamed  him  till  he  would  let  anybody  gentle  him, 
till  it  was  perfectly  aofe  for  anyone  to  ride  him.  I  eT«i 
tnuted  Septima  on  him  and  he  joatified  my  confidence  in  mj 
training  of  him  and  in  him.  In  fact,  from  being  a  man- 
Idller  who  had  to  be  kept  penned  np  in  the  dark,  whoia 
not  eren  the  boldest  horse-master  dare  approach,  he  became  so 
gentle  and  so  tmatworthy  that  he  could  be  let  mn  at  large, 
mild  to  all  hnman  bmngs,  even  to  strangers. 

He  grew  to  lore  me  like  a  pet  dog,  followed  me  about  when 
I  was  not  riding  him,  and  would  c(nne  to  me  from  far  away 
to  a  call  or  gesticulation ;  and  he  could  see  me  and  recogniie 
me  at  such  distances  that  I  rerised  my  notions  as  to  the 
powers  of  ai^t  poeeeseed  by  horses,  for  I  bad  held  the 
common  opinion  that  no  horse  can  see  clearly  or  definitely 
any  object  at  all  far  from  him.  Selinus  repeatedly  saw  and 
recognized  me  a  full  half-mile  away  and  galloped  to  me,  ap- 
proaching with  every  demonstration  of  joy. 

During  my  horse-wrangling  expeditions  and  my  ezcursicata 
after  wandering  stock  I  had  grown  well  acquainted  with  the 
country-side  and  its  inhabitants.  I  was  on  terms  of  com- 
tadesbip  with  all  my  fellow-slaves,  of  easy  sociability  with 
the  yeomanry;  while  I  was  treated  by  Qie  orerseers,  the  V^ 
lieut,  and  inspectors  with  marked  consideration.  Thus  I 
rapidly  learnt  all  there  was  to  know  of  the  idiosyncrasies  of 
the  locality,  since  everybody  seemed  to  trust  me  and  no  <me 
held  aloof  or  was  reticent  with  me. 

I  found  conditions  in  the  ITmbrian  mountains  as  amazing, 
as  incredible  as  in  the  trgaattthim  at  Nuceria.  There  the  two 
Tital  &ctB  were  the  negligence  and  impotence  of  the  warders 
and  the  secret  system  for  cheating  and  thwarting  them. 
Hera  all  tbe  thongjits  of  slaves,  peasants  and  yeomen  on  the 
(Bie  hand,  and  of  overseers,  inspectors  and  landowners  on  the 
other,  jHToted  on  the  existence  in  the  district  of  a  post  ot 
zoad-ccmstabiilaiy  on  the  lookout  for  bandits  and  of  a  camp 
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of  brigaods  owia^  slle^ance  to  tbe  King  of  the  Highwaymen. 

The  wealthy  pToprietors,  the  gentlemanly  landovnen,  the 
inspectors  of  the  Estate,  its  VGlicua  and  his  overseers  all  bob- 
pected  the  presence  of  the  bandits  and  were  doing  all  they 
could  to  assist  the  road-constabolai;  to  locate  them,  ponnca 
on  them  and  capture  them.  Their  efforts  were  completely 
futile.  Xeither  any  of  the  constabulary  nor  any  of  the  wdl- 
to-do  persons  who  sided  with  them,  could  ever  get  an  inkling 
of  the  location  of  the  outlaws'  various  camps  nor  was  any  of 
them  ever  able  to  be  really  sure  that  bandits  were  actually 
within  a  few  miles.  For  tiie  whole  body  of  yeomanry,  peas- 
ants and  slaves,  even  the  slaves  of  those  proprietors  keenest 
on  the  scent  of  the  brigands  and  most  eager  to  nab  them,  were 
leagued  to  bamboozle,  thwart  and  oppose  their  maatera  and 
betters,  and  to  aid  the  outlaws,  to  keep  them  posted  on  every- 
thing said  and  proposed  by  the  loyal  inhabitants,  and  to  assiBt 
them  in  outwitting  the  authoritieB,  the  constabulary  and  aL/ 
persons  who  sided  with  them.  In  this  they  were  notably 
successful. 

It  is  my  keoi  reccJIection  of  this  condition  of  things  whidi 
determines  me  to  omit  from  this  part  of  my  narrative  all 
names  of  persons  and  places.  The  generality  of  the  popula- 
tion made  a  sort  of  religion  out  of  their  complicity  with  the 
outlaws.  They  took  an  almost  religions  pride  in  coiiperating 
with  them  and  in  antagonizing  their  adversaries.  They  hated 
all  the  adversaries  of  the  outlaws,  whether  landowners,  con- 
stabulary or  inspectors.  Bat,  above  all,  they  loathed,  ab- 
horred, abominated  and  detested  with  a  white-hot  animosity 
any  yeoman,  peasant  or  slave  who  failed  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  foster  the  interests  of  the  outlaws ;  regarding  sudi  persons, 
male  or  female,  as  traitors  to  the  cause  of  the  populace. 
Especially  did  they  cherish  an  envenomed  and  malignant 
grudge  against  anyone  who  actually  sided  with  the  constab- 
ulary, gave  them  information  or  betrayed  tiie  outlaws ;  or  even 
against  anyone  who  helped  or  shielded  any  such  informer. 

As  I  was  the  means  of  spoiling  the  long-prepared  and 
much-hoped  for  coup  on  which  the  robbers  had  set  their 
hi^test  hopes,  as  not  a  few  men  and  womra  assisted  me  m^ 
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infoimation,  aided  me  in  other  vaja  and  protected  me  after- 
mrdfl,  I  dare  not  name  an;  names  for  fear  that  some  soi- 
nvor  or  some  son  or  grandson  of  some  participant  in  these 
doings  mi^t  l«8m  throngh  me  of  long  snspected  but  never 
rerified  treason  to  the  unwritten  law  of  the  country-side  and 
might  bloodily  avenge  it  on  a  anrriving  helper  of  mine  or  on 
any  snch  helper's  children  or  grandchildren.  The  Umbrian 
mountaineers  are  spleenful,  tenacious  of  a  gmdge  and  fero- 
cionsl;  acrimoniooB. 

I  leamt  all  these  amazing  facts  without  difficulty,  for  slaTes, 
peasants  and  yeoman  alike  aranmed  that  I  was  of  their  party 
and  was  heart  and  soul  with  the  outlaws.  I  was  not  subject 
to  BuapicioQ  because  I  visited  the  post  of  the  constabulary,  be- 
came acquainted  with  every  man  of  them,  their  sergeants  and 
their  officers  and  frequented  their  company.  All  the  yeomen, 
peasants  and  slaves  whose  abodes  were  near  the  post,  ver^ 
on  the  surface,  on  the  best  of  terms  with  the  road-constables; 
pretcmded  to  help  them  with  information,  retailing  to  them 
as  rumors  all  sorts  of  inventions  calculated  to  throw  them  oS 
the  scent  of  the  outlaws,  always  with  an  air  of  the  friend- 
liest good-will ;  and  loitered,  idling  about  the  post,  chatting 
of  local  gossip. 

I  was  so  entirely  trusted  that  I  was  taken  to  the  outlaw^ 
camp  and  made  acquainted  with  the  entire  band.  Paradox- 
ically the  members  of  the  band  were  all  hulking  burly  ruffians 
of  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  years,  whereas  their  chief,  while 
big  and  brawny  enough,  vas  inferior  in  size  to  any  of  his 
subordinates  and  younger  by  six  full  years  than  the  youngeat 
of  them.  -  To  him  I  was  boisterously  presented  as  a  brother, 
for  his  name  also  was  Felix.  In  hct,  he  was  the  man  since 
famous  as  Felix  Bulla,  for  long  the  most  redoubtable  outlaw 
in  Italy.  Then  he  was  hardly  more  than  a  lad,  for  all  hia 
bulk  and  strength  and  ferocity.  He  had  been  appointed  chief 
of  the  band  by  the  King  of  U»e  Highwaymen  in  person,  who 
held  him  in  the  wannest  regard  for  his  rutblessuees,  courage, 
skill,  and  canning,  especially  for  his  cunning,  rating  him,  as  I 
was  told  by  all  the  band,  and  having  proclaimed  him  to  them, 
fti  the  most  subtle  and  craf^  outlaw  alive  after  >■'"'">'*- 
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Bnlla,  like  ererybod;  else,  appeared  to  take  to  me  and  treated 
pie  as  an  equal,  after  conversmg  with  me  for  honrg  at  a 
time.  I  was  always  a  welcome  guest  at  any  of  the  baodit^ 
camps  and  they  oft«i  made  me  show  off  my  admired  powers 
on  fox-cube,  badgers,  weasels  and  other  such  wild  creatures 
which  they  or  their  peseant  friends  had  ^pped  alive.  My 
ability  to  tame,  handle,  fondle  and  make  tractable  to  anyone 
such  animals  appeared  a  source  of  nuflagging  interest  tnd 
unceasing  entertainment  to  these  rufGans. 

Ae  I  was  allowed  to  dispose  of  my  time  as  I  chose,  when- 
eTer  I  was  not  busy  rounding  up  strayed  stock  or  taming  raw 
colta,  I  had  plenty  of  leisure  to  ride  about  the  country-aide, 
make  friends,  get  intimate  with  the  constabulary  and  the 
outlaws  and  idle  many  of  my  days  as  appeared  most  pleasant. 
I  took  full  advantage  of  my  partial  liberty. 

The  weather,  from  my  arrival  at  the  Imperial  estate,  was 
mostly  fine  and  often  glorious.  Spring  came  early  and 
merged  beautifully  into  summer.  I  enjoyed  myself  hugely. 
Besides  local  pecnUaritieB  and  the  humors  of  the  tacit  league 
to  thwari;  the  constabulary  and  foster  the  interests  of  the  out- 
laws, I  derived  much  entertainment  tiam  the  traffic  on  the 
Flaminian  Highway.  Of  course,  there  were  Imperial  conr- 
iers,  travellers  of  all  sorts,  and  convoys  of  every  kind  of 
goods,  long  strings  of  wagons,  carta  or  pack-mules  Isden  with 
wheat,  other  grains,  wine,  oil,  flax,  charcoal,  firevrood,  ingots 
of  bronze,  lead  or  iron,  and  countless  other  commodities  on 
their  way  to  Rome;  or  convoys  of  clothing,  hangings,  furni- 
ture, nt^isils  and  the  like,  going  northwards  from  the  City. 
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THB  0UTIAW8 

FBOM  early  spring,  however,  aU  this  normal  b'affic  wms 
interfered   with,  delayed,  hindered  and  even  totally 
blockaded  by  column  after  column  of  wains  and  wagons  pass- 
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ing  Krothirartte,  hnge  mgons,  drawn  b;  biz  or  «igh.i  or  eren 
ten  hoTMs  or  nmlee  or  by  aa  many  big  long'-homed  white  oxen, 
evety  wagon  laden  with  a  cage  or  two  or  more  cages  contain- 
ing beasts  being  conTeyed  to  the  CoIoBsenm  in  Borne.  This 
amazing  procession  roused  my  interest  as  eoon  as  it  began  to 
pass;  filling,  clogging,  blocking  the  highway  and  continning 
without  intermisBion  day  afUr  day,  ceasing  its  movernent, 
indeed,  each  night,  bnt  making  the  roadside  almost  a  con- 
tinnoHs  camp  of  teamsters  and  caretakers,  barely  hslf  of  them 
sleeping,  the  moielj  busy  about  their  diaft-cattle  or  the  cage* 
of  their  charges. 

The  endless  Bixeam  of  caravaiis  amazed  me.  I  had  seea 
beast-fights  without  number  in  the  Colosseum,  but  had  nem 
thought  of  the  enoimons  labor  and  expense  incident  on  the 
preparations  for  eren  one  morning's  exhibition  d,  say,  a  hun- 
dred lions  and  other  beasts  in  proportion.  Now  I  meditated 
over  the  thousands  of  trappers  and  other  hunters  who  must 
scour  the  foreeta  of  Dacia,  Uoeaia,  Thracey  Illyricum,  Pan- 
Donia,  N'oricum,  Bhaetia  and  Oermauy  to  gather  such  a  sup- 
ply of  beasts  for  exhibition.  I  saw  wolves,  bears  and  boars  by 
the  thousand,  and  hundreds  of  lynxes,  dk  and  wild  bulls,  both 
the  strange  fonet^iiBons,  unlike  our  catUe,  with  low  rumps 
and  high  shoulders  and  their  horns  turned  downwards  and 
forwards,  parallel  to  each  other,  and  {he  huger  and  even 
fiercer  bulls,  much  like  farm  bulls,  bat  larger,  taller  and 
leaner  and  with  horns  incredibly  bug,  so  that  their  tips  wert 
often  two  yards  and  more  apart.  I  had  no  idea  of  the  vast 
mnnbers  of  sudi  beasts  which  wera  yearly  poured  into  Rome 
from  all  the  mountains  and  forests  to  the  north  and  east  of 
the  Alps.    I  was  amased. 

Even  more  was  I  amazed  to  see  hundreds  upon  hundreds  of 
cagoe  containing  beasts  not  from  northern  Europe,  but  from 
Africa,  or  even  from  A«ia:  lions  vithont  number,  panthers 
and  leopards  by  the  hundred,  many  tigers,  antelopes  of  all 
kinds  by  scores  of  each  kind,  rhinoceroses,  and  hippopotami 
in  enormous  cages  on  gigantic  wains  drawn  by  twelve  yoke 
of  osea;  even  a  dozen  huge  gray  elephants  pacing  sedately, 
ttieir  tarbaned  mahouta  rocking  on  ttwir  necks. 
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I  knev  HaA  the  traffic  in  beuts  from  tha  noithem  foieata 
concentrated  at  Aquikia  and  I  had  a  ba^  notion  that  thcj- 
irere  cnatomarily  shipped  from  there  b;  eea  Tonnd  Italj  and 
through  the  Btnits  to  the  Tiber.  tlLj  curiosi^  was  excited 
aa  to  wh;  they  vere  now  coming  oTerland  instead  of  going 
by  sea.  Still  more  ms  I  carious  as  to  why  these  hordes  of 
animals  from  the  sonth  abonld  be  traversing  Italy  from  the 
north. 

I  asked  questions  and  conld  get  no  satisfaction  jbom  the 
natives  of  the  district :  slaves,  peasants,  yeomen,  proprietora, 
OTerseere,  Viiliciu  and  all,  they  one  and  all  knew  nothing. 
If  they  d&imed  to  know,  what  the^  alleged  merely  emphasized 
their  ignorance. 

The  constabulary  knew,  but  were  inclined  to  be  reticent 
and,  when  they  spoke,  were  laconic.  Tet  their  bri^eat  utter- 
ances contained  hints  which  confirmed  the  only  &ct  I  had 
elicited  from  the  natives:  namely,  that  this  traffic  was  not 
only  nnnaual  along  the  Flaminian  Highway,  bat  had  never 
been  seen  on  it  before;  was  a  complete  novel^,  even  a  portent. 
They  also  confirmed  my  impreadon  that  few  animals  destined 
for  beast-fights  in  the  amphitheatree  reached  Home  overland; 
as  I  had  tiioaght,  practically  all  had  hitherto  come  by  aea 
and  np  the  Tiber. 

Still  corioas,  I  made  friends  with  the  teamsters.  Some 
were  &om  Bavenna,  and  even  these  grumbled  at  the  two 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  aa  miaoas  to  their  cattle.  The 
animals  they  convoyed  had  come  overland  from  Aqnileia  to 
Altinnm  and  from  there  to  Baveima  by  sea.  In  this  way  had 
come  the  crocodiles,  hippopotami  and  rhinoceroses. 

Uore  teamsters  were  from  Aqnileia  itself.  Some  of  these 
with  the  lighter  wagons  for  the  cages  containing  wolves, 
lynxes,  small  antelopes,  hyenas  or  African  apes,  had  been 
able  to  take  the  shorter  thoagh  poorer  road  by  way  of  Fata- 
vium  and  Ateete  to  Bononia,  which  made  their  total  joamej 
nnder  five  hundred  and  twenty  miles.  Bat  most,  including 
aH  those  conveying  bears,  boars,  panthers,  leopards,  lions  or 
tigers,  had  come  by  the  more  nortiiu'ly  road  through  VercHU. 
lliose  with  panthers,  leopards  or  sm^  stags  had  come  from 
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Teronft  by  iray  of  Hostilia  to  Bononia  uid  from  then  wnth- 
•wtai  as  did  all,  matiiig  their  jooniEty  about  five  hundred  and 
fifty  miles;  the  men  conv^iiig  cages  of  tigers,  lions,  bears, 
boais,  elk,  or  wild  bnUs  bad  mostly  come  from  Verona 
through  Cremona;  from  there  some  through  Begio  to  Bo- 
nonia, others  through  Placentia;  and  for  these  their  total 
teaming  did  not  differ  much,  abont  six  hundred  and  twen^ 
nilee  for  the  ones  and  ten  ndles  more  for  the  others.  Teama 
tugging  wains  carrying  the  heaviest  cages  containing  unusu- 
ally large  elk,  boars,  bears  or  bulls,  had  bad  to  go  by  tray  of 
Milan  and  had  been  put  to  it  to  keep  their  teams  fit  tor  a 
journey  of  over  seven  hundred  miles. 

Besides  the  difference  in  weight  of  the  loads,  chiefly  da- 
pending  on  the  needed  strength  of  the  cages,  I  found  that 
their  divergence  of  routes  was  due,  in  part,  to  the  efforts 
which  the  procurator  of  all  this  teaming  had  made  to  avoid 
choking  the  roads.  The  teamsters  averred  that  they  knev 
nothing  as  to  why  the  beasts  were  being  bronght  this  way ; 
and  no  more  as  to  why  animals  brought  all  the  way  from 
Africa  to  Aquileia,  a  voyage  far  longer  than  the  voyage  to 
Bome,  should  then  be  conveyed  overland  from  Aquileia  to  the 
Colosseum. 

I  enjoyed  idling  about  the  iGamsters'  camps  chatting  with 
them  and  the  attendants  who  cared  for  the  beasts.  One  hot 
evening,  just  about  sunset,  when  I  was  already  thinking  of 
riding  off  home  to  bathe  and  dine,  while  I  was  lingering  to 
watch  his  keepers  urging  their  little  gang  of  slaves  to  pour 
more  and  more  water  over  a  gasping  hippopotamns,  there  was 
a  yell  of  alarm  all  along  the  line  and  a  scampering,  scattering 
rush  of  Seeing  men;  teamsters,  attendants  and  keepers.  A 
panther  had  broken  out  of  its  cage,  when  a  wagon  overset. 

He  came  down  the  middle  of  the  highway,  keeping  to  i^ 
as  everyone  ran  off  it  to  ri^t  and  left.  I  had  strolled  some 
distance  from  where  I  had  tethered  my  horse.  Naturally,  as  I 
could  not  mount  and  dash  off,  I  did  not  run.  I  stepped  into 
the  middle  of  the  road  and  faced  the  beast.  Of  course,  he 
stopped,  stood  still  and  stared  at  me.  I  vralked  towards  him, 
very  deliberately,  even  pausing  between  paces,  till  I  was  an 
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ftna's  kngth  from  him.  He  cringed  and  cowered.  I  took 
him  by  the  scruff  of  his  seek,  turned  him  ronnd,  led  him 
hack  to  his  cag«,  which  was  not  brokm,  only  jaired  open, 
made  him  eater  it,  and  closed  the  door  on  him. 

Theienpon  the  fngitiTes  flocked  back,  acclaiming  me  as  a 
«0Tcerer.  The  saperinteodent  of  that  caraTan  insisted  on  mj 
^riag  him  my  name.  I  told  him  I  was  Felix,  the  horse- 
wrangler  of  the  Imperial  estate.  He  gaTe  me  a  broad  gold 
piece. 

tTnable  to  elicit  anything  from  the  natives  or  the  teamsters 
I  resorted  to  the  outlaws.  I  had  been  admonished  before  I 
saw  any  of  them  that  it  was  not  according  to  the  etiquette 
of  the  district  for  anyone  to  ride  a  horse  into  the  outlaws' 
camp.  If  anywhwe  near  it  one  visited  it  on  foot.  If  too  far 
one  carefully  avoided  appearing  to  ride  towaida  it  or  from  it. 
When  the  camp,  for  instance,  happened  to  be  south  of  my 
cottage  I  would  ride  off  north,  east,  or  west,  fetch  a  long 
compass  about,  tether  my  horse  at  least  half  a  mile  from  the 
camp,  generally  farther  away,  and  stroll  towards  it.  On  lear- 
ing  I  invariably  departed  by  a  path  different  from  that  by 
which  I  had  come.  When  I  reached  my  horse  I  was  careful 
similarly  to  choose  a  return  route  which  would  bring  me 
home  some  direction  otiier  than  that  towards  which  I  had 
gone  off.  Of  course,  I  always  observed  these  piecautiona, 
since  any  neglect  of  them,  if  known,  would  have  not  only  made 
me  unwelcome  to  the  brigands,  but  also  gotten  me  into  dis- 
favor  with  the  whole  countryside. 

When  I  reached  the  outlaws'  camp  I  was  careful  to  let 
them  do  most  of  the  talking  and  to  wait  for  the  talk  to  come 
Totmd  to  the  subject  of  the  beast-caravans.  I  bad  not  long 
to  wait,  and,  when  I  expressed  my  amazement  and  curiositf, 
they  showed  no  reluctance  about  informing  me.  Bulla  him- 
self explained  that  Commodus  had  become  so  interested  in 
})east-fighting,  had  developed  such  transcendent  skill  at  fight- 
ing beasts  and  had  grown  so  infatuated  with  the  ^rt  thai 
,  iie  spent  most  of  his  time  in  the  arena,  displajring  his  dex- 
I  ieri^  to  invited  audiences  composed  of  senators,  nobles,  nets- 
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bilities  and  their  mves  and  eren  children;  in  which  ex- 
hibitionB  he  had  killed  so  many  creatares  that  be  had  not 
only  depleted  bnt  had  almo&t  exhausted  the  normal  Teaerreft 
constantly  kept  at  Borne,  Ostia  and  the  other  Tiber  ports. 
When  the  procuratorB  in  charge  of  the  Bopplies  of  beasta  for 
the  arena  realized  that  the  Emperor  was  kiUing  his  victims 
faster  than  they  normally  vers  bronght  in,  even  lavishly  as 
they  had  always  been  proTided,  they  sent  out  orders  urging 
greatly  increased  efforts  at  hunting,  capturing,  caring  for 
and  rapidly  transporting  all  sorts  of  creatures  deetined  for 
the  Colosseum.  The  Emperor's  killing  capacity  and  love  of 
oijoying  and  exhibiting  his  knack  so  outran  their  measures 
that,  by  the  time  the  increased  supply  began  to  come  in,  the 
R^al  sportenian's  unerrancy  and  swiftness  outran  their  best 
TMolta,  BO  that  has^  messages  had  to  be  soit  to  H&reeilles, 
Aquileia,  Byzantium,  Antioch  and  Alexandria  ordering  the 
instant  despatch  to  Bome,  with  the  utmost  speed,  regardless 
of  expense^  not  only  of  all  newly  captured  beasts  as  they 
came  in,  in  coutntventioD  of  the  long-established  regulaticms 
by  which  Bome  and  the  provincial  capitals  shared  each  variety 
c^  animal,  but  also  the  concurrent  despatch  of  the  local  re- 
serves, even  the  emptying  of  the  beast  deepositories  attached 
to  each  amphitheatre.  As  the  voyage  from  Aquileia  to  Bome 
was  of  variable  duration,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  and  shifti- 
oesa  of  the  winds,  orders  had  been  given  to  forward  all  its 
reserves  and  supplies,  at  once,  overland.  Hence  the  spectacle 
which  had  so  excited  the  counttyside  and  so  amazed  me.  As 
Commodus  was  still  slaughtering  all  sorts  of  beasts  daily 
not  only  with  axrowa  and  spears,  to  show  off  his  accuracy  as  a 
marksman  but,  even  with  swonl  or  club,  to  display  Mb  in- 
credible awiftnesB  of  movemeat  and  unerrancy  in  directing 
and  timing  a  blow,  he  was  taxing  the  capacities  of  his  pro- 
curators and  their  gigantic  organization  of  transports,  teams, 
detention-pens,  and  hunters  merely  to  stave  off  the  apparently 
inevitable  day  when,  whatever  might  run  wild  in  the  deserts, 
forests  and  mountains,  there  would  be,  at  Bome,  far  too  feV 
beasts  to  maintain  the  autocraf  s  daily  sport. 
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When  I  expressed  m;  astotiiBlunent  «t  the  certun^  with 
wbicli  tiieee  explanations  were  uttered  and  mj  wonder  as  to 
how  fhey  came  to  be  bo  sine,  Bulla  said : 

"Why,  our  King  of  the  Highwaymen  has  reliable,  capable 
and  secret  agents,  entirely  nnsoBpected,  in  every  dty  of  Italy. 
He  has  a  brother  and  sister  in  Rome  and  equally  devoted  and 
unfailing  helpers  in  Capna,  Aqnileia,  Milan,  Bmndieium  and 
Kaples.  He  maintains  a  road  eervice  of  swift  couriers  who 
bring  him  promptly  all  the  information  collected  for  him  in 
the  cities,  where  his  backers  catch  every  breeze  at  rumor  and 
are  forehanded  in  getting  advance  information  on  all  im- 
portant moves  of  the  authorities  as  well  as  in  sifting  truth 
from  &lsehood.  Equally  prompt  are  his  couriers  in  dissem- 
inating to  subsidiary  bands  like  mine  whatever  he  judges  we 
ahonld  learn ;  thus  we  know  more  of  goings-on  in  Borne  and 
at  Court  than  do  provincial  nobles  and  highway-police." 

As  I  trudged  from  the  camp  to  my  hc»ee,  as  I  trotted  hcmie- 
wards,  I  was  deepoodent  I  had  no  right  to  be  so,  for  I  waa 
merely  one  of  the  innumerable  slaves  held  by  the  fitcua  as 
the  property  of  Ciesar.  As  such  I  was  notably  well  oS.  Even 
in  my  proper  person  I  congratulated  myseB  on  my  amazing 
luck.  I  was  alive,  unsuspected,  secure,  well-housed,  well-da^ 
well-cared  for,  freer  than  many  a  freeman,  than  many  a 
nobleman,  pleasantly  busy  at  occasional  tasks  very  congenial 
to  me  and  blest  with  much  leisure  among  a  companionable 
population  in  a  lovtiy  region  foil  of  divn^Sed  and  charming 
scenery  set  off  by  an  ezhilarating  climate ;  I  should  have  bees 
gay. 

Yet  my  thoughts  were  those  of  a  Bonun  nobleman.  I  was 
horrified  at  the  state  of  the  Bepublic.  I  knew  that  Italy  had 
never  been  entirely  free  from  outlaws.  Even  under  Tiberius 
highwaymen  had  perpetrated  successful  robberies  and  had 
captured  and  held  for  ransom  wealthy  pereona  or  even  nota- 
bilities. But  under  most  of  the  Emperors  these  outrages 
had  been  few  and  bad  occurred  only  in  the  wilder  districts. 
During  the  civil  wars  between  Otho  and  YiteUius  brigaodage 
had  become  rife  all  over  Italy,  even  np  to  the  gates  of  Bom% 
ud  Vespasian  had  had  much  ado  to  extenniBate  the  oat- 
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kws.  AgHUi,  under  Nem,  bandits  had  mnltiplied  and  pnw- 
pered.  But  none  had  ventured  into  any  popnlous  district 
daring  the  principates  of  Trajan,  Hadrian  and  their  sdo- 
ceMore  nntil  after  the  death  of  Anrelius.  Now,  becanse  of  the 
negligence  of  his  son,  outlaws  had  so  proapered  that  they  had 
a  sort  of  organization  among  themselTea,  hke  a  commonwealth 
inside  the  BepnbUc,  as  I  had  seen  during  my  captivi^  with 
MatemnB.  and  now  glimpsed  again  in  Bnlla's  revelationB.  It 
argued  a  horrible  disintegration  of  the  governmental  mech- 
aniem  of  the  Republic  and  of  the  Boman  character  that  snch 
things  had  become  possible. 

Equally  horrifying  to  me  was  the  contemplation  of  Ccaar'a 
extravagance.  I  knew  that  the  Bepublic's  income  from  all 
aonrcea  was  insofBcient  to  keep  np  the  court  establisbmeait 
and  ceremonials  at  their  normal  cost;  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  state  festivals  with  befitting  magnificence  of  games  in 
the  drcnsee,  amphitheatres  and  theatres;  to  maintain  the 
Pnetorian  guards,  city  police,  road  constabulary  and  frontier 
garrisons.  I  knew  that  all  these  branches  of  the  necessary 
Btmctore  of  the  state  were  constantly  in  want  of  more  funds 
than  could  be  supplied  to  them.  I  knew  that  this  want  of 
supplies  crippled  our  commanders  along  the  Euphrates,  the 
Danube,  the  Rhine  and  the  Wall,  as  well  as  far  up  the  NHS 
and  in  the  Euzine  and  made  possible  the  insolence  of  the 
Ethiopians  and  Caledonians  as  well  aa  the  greater  insolence 
of  the  Parthians,  Goths  and  Qermans. 

Yet,  when  conditions  so  urgently  called  for  greater  ex- 
penditures along  OUT  frontiers  and  for  close  economy  at 
home,  I  beheld  our  Prince  stinting  his  commanders  and  their 
heroic  legions  and  lavishing  upon  bis  own  pleasure  and  the 
gratification  of  his  amazing  vanity  sums  which  vrould  have 
ntabled  our  eagles  not  only  to  defy  all  assailants  of  onr 
frontiOTS  but  to  humble  and  subdue  ever?  threatening  fo^ 
even  to  penetrate  and  subjugate  Xubia,  Parthia  and  inner 
Gomany.  I  sickened  at  the  thought  of  onr  shame  along  the 
frontiers  as  at  the  thon^t  of  the  energies  of  thousands  npon 
thousands  of  hard-muscled,-  bold-hearted  young  men  wasted 
on  capturing  beasts  and  the  lilte  energies  of  thousands  npcm 
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ibonaands  of  haxij  peuants  irho  ought  t»  bare  been  buy  at 
pfoductiTe  labor  on  fauna  or  in  forests  or  mines,  wasted  on 
caring  for  and  transporting  swarms  of  beasts  for  Commodns 
to  kiU. 

Those  thoughts  were  depressing.    I  conld  not  banish  them. 

The  next  day  the  mood  persisted.  I  had  nothing  to  do,  did 
not  feel  like  doing  anything  in  particular  and  yet  felt  rest- 
less. The  weather  was  perfect.  I  set  off  afoot  for  a  place 
far  from  my  cottage,  not  far  enongb  to  be  called  a  long 
walk,  where  a  big  gray  crag  or  Bmall  cliS  like  an  inland 
promontory,  a  spnr  of  a  forested  monntain,  towered  np  from 
the  eoutheastem  side  of  the  Flaminian  Highway.  At  that 
point  the  road  was  the  boundary  of  the  Imperial  estate; 
the  crag  lay  outside  it,  and,  at  that  part  of  its  foot  which  pro- 
jected farthest,  was  not  a  hundred  yards  from  the  highway. 
The  mountain  rose  a  thousand  feet  or  more  from  the  meadowa 
along  the  road.  The  crag  was  full  three  hundred  feet  high. 
It  was  perfectly  possible  to  toil  up  the  steep  wooded  slope 
of  the  mountain  and  walk  out  on  either  of  two  bush-coTered 
shehes  which  ran  round  the  crag.  From  tiie  lower  of  these, 
where  it  belted  the  front  of  the  vertical  diff,  there  was  a 
fine  new  down  Tipon  the  hi^way  and  along  it  both  ways; 
from  the  upper  more  of  the  highway  could  be  seen;  from 
tlie  very  top  of  the  crag,  which  was  bare  except  for  two  dumps 
of  gnarled  treee  and  starred  bueh^  near  its  brow,  the  view 
included  a  full  two  miles  of  the  highway  in  each  direction. 

I  climbed  the  slope  to  the  lower  shelf  and  esconced  myself 
where  I  was  shaded  from  the  son  and  had  a  dear  view  of  th« 
load  both  wa^  From  my  coign  I  watched  the  trafGc.  I 
judged  that  tiie  northern  supply  of  arena-beaats  was  abready 
overtaxed.  The  proceeaion  of  wagons  was  no  longer  continn- 
oue.  They  came  now  in  trains  of  a  hundred  or  so  with  some 
miles  betweei  the  convoys.  Just  as  I  settied  myself  no 
bea«t-wagons  were  in  sight,  the  road-traffic  was  normaL 
An  Imperial  courier  dashed  into  view  from  the  south,  tore 
past  at  full  gallop,  and  vanished  northwards;  three  family 
travelliiig  carriages,  also  bound  north,  pulling  to  the  aide  (^ 
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fbe  road  to  let  lum  pass ;  aa  did  a  train  of  a  score  of  mules 
laden  with  charcoal. 

The  first  sign  of  arena-beasts  which  I  saw  after  I  settled 
myself  to  wat^  was  a  string  of  ei^t  elephants,  each  with  a 
turbaned  makout  rocking  on  his  back,  and  seven  each  with 
Mb  tnmk  clasping  the  tail  of  the  elephant  before  him.  Thia 
was  the  second  batch  of  elephants  I  had  heard  of;  the  former, 
I  bad  been  told,  came  by  way  of  Ateste,  since  *tiie  elephants 
could  swim  the  Po  and  all  the  other  rirers  had  strong  atona 
bridges.  These  looked  well  after  their  fonr  hundred  mile 
tramp  and  fit  for  the  hnndred  and  odd  ahead  of  them.  i 

Before  they  were  out  of  sight  there  came  into  view  the 
head  of  a  column  of  wagone  which  turned  out  to  be  loaded' 
with  cages  of  bears,  lynzea,  bison,  aurochs,  elk,  wolves  and 
other  northern  aQimals.  I  watched  them  pass  and  meditated. 
After  they  were  gone  the  road  was  normal  for  a  fall  two 
hours,  during  which  I  pondered  the  thoughts  wbidi  obsessed 
me  and  gloomed  with  shame  over  the  condition  of  the  Empirei. 
X  had  brought  food  and  water  with  me  and  ate  about  noon, 
slept  an  hour  or  more  and  woke  to  watob  the  passage  of  two 
trains  of  cages  fnll  of  lions,  tigers,  leopards  and  panthers. 
The  second  train  was  overtaken  and  passed  by  two  Imperial, 
couriers  from  the  north,  racing  each  other,  the  former  more 
than  a  half  mile  ahead  of  the  latter,  and,  apparently  length- 
ening his  lead.  I  spent  the  day  on  the  crag.  Also  I  spent 
otiier  days  there,  sometimes  on  one  shelf,  sometimes  on  the 
other,  sometimes  on  the  top. 

Kot  many  days  elapsed  brfore  I  again  visited  the  outlaw^ 
camp  and  had  another  chat  with  Bulla;  not  we  two  altme, 
for  thne  was  always  an  eaay  sociability  about  the  bandits 
and,  if  none  took  part  in  or  broke  into  their  chiefs  talk, 
nsnally  two  or  more  lay  or  sat  about  listening  and  sharing 
onr  interview. 

In  the  course  of  onr  talk  BnUs  discoursed  of  his  im- 
portonce,  of  the  importance  of  the  band,  of  the  warm  regard 
in  which  he  and  they  were  hdd  by  their  head  chief,  tiie  ^ing 
of  the  Highwaymen. 
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Some  quirk  tnaide  mj  bead  nude  me  vraturemme. 

"What  IB  his  same?"  I  queried.    "Toa  never  same  him." 

'^is  ordnsP  BoUft  aoapped.  "I  know  his  name;  not 
another  man  of  oar  bond  knows  it.  He  never  uses  it  and 
takes  great  pains  to  keep  all  outsiders  who  know  his  name 
from  suspecting  that  he  is  King  of  the  Highwaymen;  and 
simiUrly  to  make  sure  that  all  outsiden  who  know  him  as 
£ing  of  the  Highwaymen  get  no  inkling  of  his  name.  If 
the  knowledge  got  abroad  the  osef  ulnees  to  him  of  faia  brother 
and  sister  in  Home  would  be  destrojed." 

Z  apologized  for  my  question. 

*^o  harm  done,"  Bulla  smiled.  "J  don't  have  to  answeor 
any  qnestioaa  nnless  I  want  to,  and  I  don't  mind  questiona 
from  yoo." 

"If  yon  don'tj"  I  pursued,  emboldened,  "perhaps  yonll  be 
willing  to  explain  how  it  can  be  that  your  king  holds  yon 
and  your  band  in  sach  high  esteem,  whereas,  to  all  appear^ 
tnces,  you  hare  not  acquired  a  sesterce-wortti  of  loot  since 
long  before  I  reached  this  neighborhood;  in  fact,  as  far  as  I 
can  hear,  have  not  succeeded  in  robbing  anyone  since  joa 
located  your  camp  here?" 

"I  am  perfectly  willing  to  explain,"  laughed  Bulla,  locA- 
ing  more  formidable  when  he  smiled  or  laughed  than  wh^i 
expressionless.  "We  are  no  cheap  bandits  to  rob  mark^ 
women,  poor  farmers,  ordinary  travellers  or  such  small  fry. 
We  angle  for  bigger  fish.  We  bide  our  time.  We  are  here  to 
make  three  big  strokes  and  then  a  quick  disappearance.  Once 
we  have  our  hands  tm  our  chosen  prisoners  to  be  held  tor 
ransom  we  shall  be  off  for  the  mountain  heights  and  the 
thickest  forests;  once  ve  have  the  booty  we  hope  for,  thoM 
in  charge  of  it  will  ride  fast  and  far  and  get  dear  out  of 
this  part  of  Italy.    Is  that  intelligible?"  I 

"^tirely,"  said  I,  and  wss  mute.  I 

Bulla  gazed  at  me  almost  genially. 

"I  don't  in  the  least  mind  telling  you,"  he  said,  "just  j 
what  we  are  waiting  for.  Half  tlie  countryside  knows  and  i 
are  alert  to  help  ns  all  they  know  how, 

"In  the  first  place  we  have  word  of  a  big  cousigament  of  | 
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gold  on  the  v&y  to  Borne;  ingots  from  the  minM  in  the 
mountains  of  Noricnni,  nnggets  and  Aust  vuBhed  from  the 
Tivers  of  Dacia  and  Panncmia  and  Moerio.  Of  coarse  it  is  in 
diarge  of  a  vary  official  and  has  a  strong  gnaid,  but  we  hsTe 
good  hopes  of  getting  it.  If  -we  do,  it  will  be  the  bif^eet  haol 
that  any  of  oar  bands  ever  made,  and  that  he  has  pat  ma 

1  here  to  try  for  it  is  proof  of  my  King's  esteem  for  me. 

"In  the  second  place  a  wealthy  senator,  just  the  right  xaaii 

.  to  captnre  and  hold  for  ransom,  is  coming  np  from  Bome  in 

charge  of  a  big  chest  of  gold  coin  to  be  paid  ont  by  the 

administrators  of  Asia  and  Macedonia  and  Achaia.    He  hinn- 

(  self  is  going  out  as  propnetor  of  Asia.    With  him  is  a 

2  wealthy  widow,  going  north  to  be  married  at  Aqnilda,  and 
taking  witii  her  a  big  jewel-chest  fnll  of  the  finest  and  largest 

1.  gema  in  the  most  magnificent  settings.     So  we  have  in  Iffoa- 

'(  pect  three  prisoners  for  ransom  and  three  rich  treaeores. 

''  "The  difficolty  is  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  make 

'  botii  captures.     If  we  nab  the  proprffitw  and  widow,  with 

,  the  coin  and  gems,  the  rumor  or  report  of  it  is  almost  certain 

,  to  warn  the  procurator  with  the  raw  gold  so  that  he  will 

elade  as.     Similarly  if  we  get  him,  news  of  oar  presence 

,,  will  most  likely  reach  and  alarm  the  proprstor  and  the 

^ ,  widow.    If  one  comes  ten  days  or  even  five  before  the  other 

we  can  scarcely  hope  for  complete  success.    If  fewer  days  in- 

, :  terrene  we  might  get  both.    I  am  h»e  to  get  both.    The  King 

^.  thinks  me  capable  of  the  feet.    Hia  iDstmctions  are  that,  iii 

'  ^  case  I  judge  that  I  caa  get  but  one,  I  am  to  try  for  the 

''..  procurator  and  his  gold,  as  it  is  estimated  that  his  gold  ia 

,  worth  at  least  twice  the  coin  and  gems  together,  even  adding 

*^.  the  possible  ransoms  of  the  widow  and  the  propnetor. 

'^' '  "I  am  hoping  they  will  come  only  a  day  apart  or  even  the 

*'  same  day;  all  oar  couriers  with  letters  about  the  progress 

of  the  gold  convoy  and  the  widow's  preparations  indicate  that 

they  will  reach  this  part  of  the  road  at  about  the  same  time. 

They  xaight  meet  each  other  right  here  where  we  want  them 

>'°-  together.    I  keep  nursing  that  hope. 

^'  'Tfow  you  know  as  much  as  yoa  need  to  know  about  ou? 

Flana." 
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I  thanked  him  and  marrelled  at  his  frankneeB.  Bat,  «s 
I  lode  home,  I  reflected  that  thinking  me  the  Imperial  Blave 
I  qipeared,  he  thought  zoe  certain  to  be  secret  and,  if  po»- 
■ible,  helpfuL 

I  qtent  the  next  day  and  the  next  on  my  cng,  watching 
the  fascinating  spectacle  afforded  by  the  highway. 

On  the  third  day  the  ViSieua  cbided  me  for  hanng  told 
my  name  to  the  enh-procnrator  aiter  X  had  recaged  the 
panther. 

"An  Impmal  courier  baa  jnat  paased,"  he  said.  "He  J4 
A  dme  friend  of  a  tmsty  friend  of  mine  in  Bome.  Like 
most  couriers  he  is  obliging  and  will  carry  letters  for  his 
friends,  even  packets.  He  dropped  here  a  note  for  me,  warn- 
ing me  that  I  am  likely  to  lose  yoo.  My  friend  is  a  cron^ 
of  some  of  the  upper  slaves  in  the  Palace  and  of  others  in  the 
iBeost  Barracks. 

"Tour  mannmission,  which  was  ntged  by  the  alderm^ 
of  Nnceii^  has  been  favorably  reported  and  may  be  ordered. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  procurator  in  charge  of  the  teservfls 
of  arena-beasts  has  hesxd  of  you  and  vows  he  nLost  have  yon 
for  service  in  or  for  the  Colosseiun.  I  am  likely  to  lose  yon 
either  way.  I  don't  mind  your  mannniission ;  I'll  wager  that 
I  can  induce  you  to  stay  on  as  yon  are.  But  I  am  all 
worked  up  over  the  prospect  of  a  requisition  for  you  from 
the  Beast  Barracks.    If  one  comes  it  will  be  your  fault.'* 

I  told  him  I  was  more  stirred  up  about  it  than  he  was; 
that  I  should  hate  to  leave  him  and  loathed  the  very  idea 
of  being  cooped  np  in  Borne  amid  fetid  cages;  earing  f<v 
lions  and  such  like.  We  thoroughly  undovtood  each  other, 
and  he  said: 

*T!11  have  to  manage  to  report  yon  killed,  if  the  requisition 
Comes.  I'm  determined  to  keep  you.  I'll  have  to  set  my 
wits  to  work  to  arrange  for  it" 

I  hoped  he  might,  but  I  felt  nervous.  I  dreaded  being 
dragged  to  Bome  and  recalled  the  prophecy  of  the  AemiUan 
SibyL  I  had  a  feeling  that  to  Bome  I  was  going;  my  mta^ 
tion  was  too  good  to  last  I  thought  of  leaving  Septima  with 
much  regret     Not  that  I  loved  her  or  even  cared  for  hwj 
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but  she  was  b  girl  no  man  cotild  but  lespect  and  admire  and 
vidi  well  to.  If  I  must  leave  her  I  resolved  to  leave  her  as 
TreU  off  aa  I  could. 

Making  snre  that  I  iras  far  from  anj  hnman  being  and 
unobsCTved  I  opened  mj  amnlet-bag,  looked  over  the  gems 
it  contained,  selected  a  medinm-sized  emerald  of  perfect 
folor,  sewed  it  into  the  hem  of  my  tunic  and  sewed  up  the 
amnlet-bag  with  the  rest  of  the  gems  inside  it. 

At  the  first  opportunity,  I  revisited  the  ontlawe^  camp, 
with  the  nsnal  i^ecautionB,  and  fonnd  Bnlla  idle  and  genial. 
I  told  him  I  needed  cash,  all  the  cash  I  could  get,  and  had  an 
emerald  I  thon^t  woold  be  worOi  a  noble  store  of  gold 
and  silver  coin, 

"Show  it  to  me  t"  he  commanded. 

I  took  ont  my  sheath-knife,  ripped  the  emerald  ont  of  its 
hiding-place  and  passed  it  to  him. 

Be  conned  it. 

'^ou  are  ri^t,  brother,"  he  said ;  'this  is  a  fine  gem.  I 
tell  ;oa  what  III  do.  Ill  ride,  myself,  to  Sentinom  and 
exchange  this  for  cash,  part  gold  and  part  silver.  Sentinnm 
seems  an  unlikely  place  in  which  to  find  a  cash  purchaser  for 
a  gem  like  thip,  but  oar  King  has  a  frirad  there  who  acta 
aa  his  agent  in  several  respects ;  among  others  he  keeps  cash 
in  hand  to  exchange  any  time  for  precionB  loot;  especially 
jewelry.    Hell  hand  me  the  cash  without  hesitation. 

"But  if  I  am  to  do  it  for  yon,  yea  must  agree  in  advance 
to  accept  his  valnation  of  the  jewel  and  to  divide  with  me^ 
share  and  share  alike,  whatever  he  pays  me  for  your  emerald. 
In  a  case  like  this  I  charge  half  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  as 
mj  commission  for  making  the  deal  and  aa  my  fee  for  n^ 
time,  risk  and  trouble.    Do  you  agree?" 

"Certainly,"  I  said,  "and  I  am  amazed  at  your  offer.  How 
can  yon  be  away  three  days  or  more  at  this  jnncture?  Might 
not  your  prizes :  procurator,  proprietor,  widow,  jewels,  coin 
and  gold  all  slip  through  your  hands  during  your  absrace  in 
my  behaH?' 

"So  fear,  ladl''  be  lauded;  "onr  advices  nenc  deceive 
VM.    The  procnrator  with  his  gold  is  far  away  snd  approach- 
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ing  slowly;  neither  the  widow  nor  the  propnetor  is  readf 
to  leave  Bome ;  both  are  occupied  with  endless  preparations. 
I  have  plen^  of  time.  And  it  won't  take  me  anj  three  days 
to  reach  Sentinum  and  retnm.  Ill  set  off  at  sunset.  About 
the  third  hour  tomorrow  Pll  be  at  Sentinum,  my  mount  lath- 
ered and  blown,  bnt  far  from  used  up ;  about  the  ninth  hour 
111  pass  out  of  one  of  the  gates  of  Sentinum  on  my  retom, 
completely  refreshed  myself  end  with  my  mount  fit  for  the 
return  journey:  111  be  hers  in  camp  at  dawn  day  after  to- 
morrow, with  the  coin  bags.  You  can  come  for  your  cash  any 
time  after  the  third  hour  day  after  tomorrow.  Is  it  a  bais 
gain?" 

"Done  I"  said  I. 

"Then  get  home,"  he  said.  "It  I'm  to  go  two  night*  with- 
out sleep  111  give  orders  now,  poet  my  oat-pickets  and  what 
not  and  snooze  till  dusk." 

I  spent  the  next  day  on  my  crag.  Several  trains  of  wagonn 
with  arena-beasts  passed,  but  th^  were  farther  apart  tiian 
ten  days  before.    The  other  traffic  on  the  road  was  normaL 

Next  day,  not  long  after  the  third  hour,  I  was  in  the 
outlaws'  camp.  Bulla  I  found  awake  and  with  no  signs  of 
drowsiness  or  fatigue.  In  full  sight  of  all  of  his  mea  he 
spread  a  blanket,  and,  on  it  placed  four  coin-bags,  two  small 
and  two  full  siz&  From  the  larger  he  spilt  their  contents  on 
the  blanket  and,  each  of  us  taldng  a  bag,  we  picked  up  tb« 
silver  one  piece  at  a  time,  both  keeping  count  together 
There  was  an  odd  piece. 

'It's  yours,  lad  1"  said  BuUa.    "I've  enough  here." 

The  gold  pieces  similarly  spilled  and  counted,  came  oat 
even. 

"Are  you  satiafled?'  Bulla  queried. 

"Both  with  the  amount  and  the  division,"  I  z^died,  "and 
now  111  be  off.    Ton  must  need  sleep." 

"Sit  etiU  ["  Bulla  commanded. 

He  rose  and  went  into  his  tent,  for  the  oatlawe  bad  ex- 
cellrait  hide  tents.  He  returned  with  a  fine  new  coin-belt  of 
pigskin  leather. 

"Here^"  he  said  aa  he  squatted  down  and  handed  it  to  m^ 
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*^  s  little  gift  from  Bulla.  Wear  it  next  -jout  skin.  And 
remember  to  keep  it  flat  and  loose.  Han;  a  man  has  lost 
his  life  iritii  his  coin  in  a  tight  place  because  a  bulging  belt 
betrayed  him  to  greedy  mffians.  My  lads  will  respect  yon, 
but  yon  may  encounter  bandits  who  have  no  inkling  that  yon 
are  nnder  my  protection.  Don't  attempt  to  cany  too  moc^ 
<tf  your  coin  abont  your  waist." 
X  thanked  him  aoA  tramped  off. 
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THAT  evening,  after  our  dinner,  a  perfect  dinner  eaten 
nnder  a  grape-arbor,  lingering  over  the  f  mit  and  honey 
in  the  mingled  li^t  of  waning  doek  and  a  clear  crescent 
moon,  I  showed  Septima  my  b^t  and  bags,  pnt  in  the  belt 
what  silver  wonld  fill  it  to  a  flaccid  and  comfortable  flatness, 
and  gave  her  all  the  gold  and  the  rest  of  the  silver.  I  had 
already  explained  to  her  what  impended  over  as,  and  had  aor 
phasized  my  wish  to  remain  with  her  and  my  anxiety  to  know 
that  she  was  provided  for,  if  we  were  to  be  separated. 

I  did  not  visit  the  post  of  the  road-constabnlsry  as  often 
as  the  camp  of  the  ontlaws.  Next  day  I  rode  over  to  their 
post  and  chatted  with  one  of  the  sergeantB  and  several  of 
the  men.  They  were  in  doubt  between  two  opinions:  most 
held  that  their  presence  in  the  district  had  fri^tened  the 
bandits  away  and  that  they  had  left  the  neighborhood  and 
transferred  th^  attention  to  a  wholly  different  region ;  only 
a  few  maintained  the  view  that  the  brigands  bad  been  lurk- 
ing near  from  before  their  arrival  and  that  all  their  efforta 
had  failed  to  locate  their  hiding  place.  I  beard  nothing 
which  led  me  to  believe  that  the^  had  any  inkling  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  ontJawB*  camp,  of  their  purposes,  or  of  their 
intended  coup. 

After  a  day  of  happy  idling  <m  my  crag  I  visited  BnQa. 
He  was  gay. 
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'^t  promiaes  mU,"  he  Totonieered.  "The  piwiumUir  and 
faia  gcAA  are  irell  on  this  aide  of  Ariminnm  and  the  pro^Ktor 
and  widow  left  Bome  yesterday.  Th^ll  be  here  irithin 
.two  days  of  each  other,  if  he  holds  the  rate  he  has  Irapl; 
all  the  way  from  Bononia  and  they  travd  u  sach  lamruyas 
ioBa  generaUj  do.  Come  over  as  often  as  yoa  like.  No 
tme  will  suspect  yon  or  follow  yon.  Ill  keep  you  posted  as 
fo  what  OUT  advices  pnBmse  vs.    Toa  may  be  able  to  he^ 

IDS." 

By  this  time  I  was  so  iaterested  in  Bnlla  and  hia  plana 
Ihat  I  oscillated  between  my  crag,  the  oatlaws*  camp  and 
ilie  constabulary  poet,  with  no  more  other  occnpations  Ihan 
ndiat  I  jsdged  abeolately  needfnl  to  foieetall  any  nnwelcome 
interest  in  my  doings  and  the  possibili^  ^  too  many  peraons 
knowing  of  my  mits  to  the  outlaws. 

When  next  I  visited  them  Bulla  told  me  that  Bomething 
had  alarmed  the  procurator.  Either  aome  rumor  of  their 
presence  along  the  road  had  reached  him  or  he  knew  of  the 
bad  notation  of  the  stretch  of  the  Fluninian  Hi^way 
throo^  the  TTmbrian  mountainB  between  Forom  Sempronii 
and  Nuceria,  which  it  had  acquired  some  years  before  whea 
the  King  of  the  Highwaymoi  himself  had  made  on  it  a 
■occession  of  valuable  cottons  which  had  yielded  him 
jnincely  booty  and  the  leporta  of  which  had  spread  all  over 
Italy.  Anyhow  their  advices  informed  them  that  he  had 
packed  his  bullion-chests  with  ston^  and  old-iron  and  had 
parcelled  out  his  packets  of  dost  and  nnggsts  among  the 
wagons  of  a  long  train  of  arena-beasts. 

"We'll  fool  him  I"  Bulla  boasted.  "Well  nab  him  and 
hold  him  for  a  big  ransom.  Also  we'll  not  only  make  sure 
of  his  boUiou  chests  in  case  our  information  is  false,  of 
based  on  an  intentional  rumor  he  has  givExi  oat  as  a  blind; 
but  we'll  get  that  bullion,  too,  if  it  is  not  in  the  chests,  but 
hidd^i  in  the  wagons  in  the  guise  of  dusty  packets  of 
provender  for  the  draft«attle  or  of  meat  for  the  caged  beasts. 
We'U  get  itP 

From  his  mentd<ai  of  the  wagons  we  fell  into  talk  of  the 
increasing  difficult^  of  getting  fresh  meat  for  the  lions  and 
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othet  beasts,  of  ths  depletigo  •£  tlie  flodcs  and  lierda  alwig 
Ilia  roads  from  Ajqaileia  to  Borne;  and  be  told  me  that  his 
advices  reported  that  the  vhole  country  near  the  higfawajB 
ms  already  srept  clean  of  all  goats,  aheep  and  cattle^  exc^ 
breeding  stock,  mildi  stock  and  their  dioioest  yonng  k^ 
for  breeding.  The  inhabitants  conld  get  no  beef,  mntton  or 
goats'  flesh  for  tbemaelres;  all  bad  gone  into  the  nuwB  ci 
tiyenoB,  tigers,  volves  and  the  rest;  and  the  procnrators 
vere  insisting  on  the  farmers  selling  their  kids,  lambs,  calre^ 
awes  and  cowB-in-milk:,  any  stock,  even  moles  and  horses; 
«ny  nTiJTnnlR  fit  to  bntt^ter  tar  lionJood. 

From  this  ve  came  ronnd  to  chatting  of  my  talks  iritli 
the  teamsters  and  of  my  prospect  from  my  cng.  I  had 
told  Bulla  of  Uie  crag  long  before,  bnt  be  did  not  aeem  to 
hare  taken  in  the  idea.    Nov  he  was  delighted. 

*lf  I'd  paid  attention  to  yoa  soon  enough/'  he  said,  Td 
have  pnt  in  a  day  or  two  with  yoa  watching  the  show.  I^a 
too  late  now.  Onr  prayed  for  chances  are  coming  soon,  and 
not  tai  apart." 

JSai  day  he  was  gleefoL 

If  8  all  going  to  work  ant  like  the  end  of  a  tiuster-play," 
be  said.  "The  ^ocantoT  and  the  proprtetor  and  his  charge 
are  practicaUy  certain  to  come  along  tomorrow  afternoon. 
I  calculate  that  Ha^  will  meet  not  far  sonth  of  yoor  cisg. 
I've  planned  to  poet  one  ambush  near  the  foot  of  your  crag, 
just  south  of  it,  another  at  a  judicious  interval  down  the 
road  nearer  Bome.  Ill  have  'em  between  the  two  ambushes 
•bont  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  or  between  that  and  bud^ 
bet.  We'll  nab  all  three  ransom  prizes  at  once  and  wc^l  lay 
our  hands  on  the  jewels,  coin  and  gold  almost  at  the  same 
instant.  I've  arranged  to  lead  the  constables  ofF  on  a  &Ise 
■cent  about  noon  and  OnefH  be  miles  away  up  a  lonely  croas- 
road  when  we  pull  oS  our  coup.  Well  make  our  getaway, 
with  the  swag,  hours  before  th^  can  get  wind  of  the  occur- 
rence and  follow  on  onr  trafl.  Well  have  a  long  start  of 
them. 

Ton  can  watch  the  whole  thing  taaa  your  crag.  This 
ideal  weather  is  going  to  last  many  days  yet    And  the  moon 
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irin  b«  fnll  two  ni^to  from  vow,  so  its  light  vill  help  oa 
two  ni^itB  on  our  getawi^.  I  snvy  yon  up  ob  thst  cng 
mtcfaiugr  the  Asw,  comfortable  u  a  s^utor  at  s  theater. 
Aloft  like  Jupiter  oa  Olympos  in  the  lUad." 

Kext  da;  I  made  rare  that  the  ViHicva  irould  not  vant 
m^  had  Septima  pot  op  for  me  an  abundant  snpply  of  her 
inviting  food  and  get  off  about  the  middle  of  the  morning' 
for  m;  crag,  on  foot,  of  course.  I  climbed  to  the  vei;  top 
and  ensconced  myself  under  and  among  shelteiing  bnahea 
so  that  I  Tras  G«iain  that  I  conld  not  be  seen  from  the 
road  in  either  directioD,  yet  could  Tier  it  both  vaya  as  &r  ai 
the  horixon,  except  jnet  at  the  foot  of  Ihe  crag  and  wher% 
in  the  distance,  li^topa  hid  the  hollowB  behind  them.  Close 
by  me  I  placed  my  precious  Mdskin  of  much  iratered  vine, 
I  might  say  of  irater  flavored  vith  vine,  00  that  it  would 
keep  cool  in  the  thickest  shade;  The  day  was  hot,  clear 
and  still  and  the  rays  of  Ihe  son  fierce.  The  occasional  sli^t 
breezes  were  very  welcome. 

The  outlook  was  really  magniScent;  a  broad  prospect  of 
rolling  pasturage,  hilly  pasturage,  and  wooded  mountains; 
the  grass-lande  and  grassy  hillsides  diTersified  by  scattered 
trees,  clomps  of  trees  and  small  groves ;  the  lower  levels  cS. 
woodland  broken  by  grassy  glades ;  the  brighter  green  of  ibe 
forests  of  cbestant,  beech,  and  c«k  merging  imperceptibly 
into  the  darker  green  of  the  pine-fonsts;  the  score  of  farms 
in  :dght  brilliant  in  the  green  landscapes  like  semi-jewels; 
all  the  wide  prospect  glowing  under  a  deep  blue  sky,  varied 
by  a  very  few  very  white  clouds,  the  intense  sunlight  beatmg 
down  on  everything.     It  was  a  perfect  summer  day. 

I  omned  the  road,  on  which  I  saw  only  the  rear  of  a  oot* 
nmn  of  wagons  convoying  arena-beasts  receding  over  the 
hilltops  to  southwards,  and  the  normal  traffic,  horsemen  at 
two-horse  carnages  or  wagons  far  apart  and  few.    I  dozed. 

I  must  have  slept  a  fall  hour.  I  waked  hot,  hut  much 
refreshed,  feeling  lively  and  full  of  interest  in  what  was 
to  come.  Just  after  I  waked  I  saw  the  constabulary,  the 
officers  and  about  a  third  of  the  men  on  horseback,  the  rest 
■foo^  come  up  the  road  from  the  direction  of  thdr  post 
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wbicli  was  south  of  tbe  crag.  The  infantrymeD  tramped 
tiieir  fastest  and  the  moimted  men  kept  pace  with  them. 
They  were  evidently  off  on  their  wild-goose  chase.  As  they 
came  into  sight  below  me,  after  passing  my  perch,  I  watched 
them  doable-quick  northwards  and  wheel  to  their  right  into 
the  first  cTOBBToad.  Tbey  were  barely  out  of  sight  among 
the  forested  bills  when  I  saw  momentarily,  on  the  Highway, 
folly  four  miles  to  northward,  on  a  sunlit  hilltop,  what  I 
took  to  be  the  first  wagon  of  a  train  of  teams  drawing  cages 
of  arena-beasts.  I  watched  the  road  in  that  direction. 
'What  I  saw  confirmed  my  conjecture.  Soon  the  road  to 
northward  was  filled  from  its  &rthest  visible  hilltop  to  jnat 
below  my  crag  with  wagon-teams  snch  as  I  had  many  times 
watched  transporting  cages  of  lions,  tigers,  leopards,  panthers 
and  the  like.  I  made  out  also  some  cages  whidt  I  was  cer- 
tain contained  hyenas. 

Every  little  while  I  glanced  the  other  way.  Just  as  the 
first  wagons  of  the  long  train  vanished  from  my  sight  into 
that  section  of  the  road  immediately  below  me  where  my  crag 
hid  it  from  my  view,  I  saw  appear  on  a  hilltop  to  eonth- 
mtrds  what  I  made  mre  was  the  travelling  carriage  of  a 
wealthy  noble.  I  conjectured  that  it  hod  inside  of  it  the 
ransomable  propnetor.  I  kept  my  eyes  on  tbe  road  in  that 
direction,  only  glancing  northward  from  time  to  time.  One 
such  glance  caught  a  glimpse  of  a  travelling  carriage  among 
the  b«ast-wagonB;  probably  the  procurator  in  charge  of  the 
bullion. 

After  I  had  caught  glimpaes  of  it  on  several  succesaivs 
hilltops  the  propretor's  carriage  was  near  enough,  on  one 
of  them,  for  me  to  recognize  it.  Of  course,  I  had  known 
from  childhood  the  travelling  carriages  of  our  senate  and 
nobilify.  As  everybody  knows,  each  has  a  certain  unmis- 
takable individuality.  Our  makers  of  travelling  carriages 
never  moke  two  precisely  alike,  and,  what  is  more,  the  tastes 
of  different  &milies  are  so  differait  that  patterns  are  very 
unlike.  I  recognized  the  carriage  for  that  of  Faltonius 
Bambilio. 

Why  he  was  going  oat  as  piopnetor  of  Asia  so  kng  after 
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ku  term  as  prstor  iras  a  puzzle  to  me.  I  accepted  it  as  on* 
of  tiie  coimtleBB  eccentricities  of  Imperial  administratioiL 
mider  Commodos.  The  irTegulaiities  of  the  management 
of  the  provinces  mled  in  the  name  of  Cssar  by  prefects  and 
procnrators  had  notorionslf  extended  to  the  provinces  mled 
by  proconsuls  and  propnetors  in  the  name  of  tbe  senate.  X 
had  always  disliked,  despised  and  even  hated  Bambilio  for 
bis  pomposity,  self-esteem  and  bad  manners.  I  rejoiced  at 
tbe  opportunity  to  look  on  at  his  capture. 

It  was  by  tUs  time  past  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  the 
day  still  snipaBBingly  fair  and  lovely,  with  few  clouds  ia 
the  sky,  a  steady  ligbt  breeze,  the  mellow  afternoon  sunlight 
bathing  the  world  and  the  sun  already  visibly  declining  to- 
wards the  western  horizon. 

While  I  was  grinning  at  my  thoughts  and  watching  the 
advance  of  Bambilio's  carnage,  glancing  back  at  intervals  at 
the  beast-train  and  the  procurator's  coach,  I  caoght  sight,  on 
the  highway  b^iind  Bambilio's  carriage,  of  another  travel- 
ling carriage  of  which  I  had  descried  no  glimpse  before, 
though  I  must  have  missed  sensg  it  as  it  topped  aera^ 
hills  further  south.  When  I  caught  sight  of  it,  it  was  near 
enough  for  me  to  recognize  it  at  first  view. 

Yedia's  travelling  coach! 

Between  the  first  and  second  beat  of  my  thumping  heari^ 
I  went  through  an  amazing  variety  cd  complex,  shifting 
and  lucid  thinking.  And  my  tliinlcing,  multifold  and  efFeo- 
tive  as  it  was,  was  but  as  a  chip  on  the  surface  of  a  h^ehefc 
in  a  mountain  gorge  amid  the  torrent  of  emotions  which 
inundated  me. 

Since  I  had  b^;nn  to  mend  as  the  result  of  the  succour 
and  medication  of  old  Chryseroe  Philargyrus  I  had  resolutely 
refrained  from  thinking  of  Vedia.  I  had  argued  with  mys^ 
that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  forget  or  ignore  the  dai^ 
and  hourly  contrasts  between  my  former  status  as  a  wealthy 
nobleman  and  my  present  condition  as  a  fugitive  always 
in  danger  and  generally  in  acute  discomfort  Amid  the 
inevitable  resultant  depression.  I  might  keep  alive,  healih;^ 
and  sane  if  Z  concentrated  my  thoughts  on  self -eongratulatioa 
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«t  017  sornTal.  H  I  dvdt  on  my  dontfftU  I  ahonld  low 
loy  trits.  If,  in  addition  to  thonghts  of  my  loaa  of  lank, 
vealth,  friends  and  ease  I  yielded  to  my  inclination  to  brood 
over  mj  loss  of  Yedia,  I  should  infallibly  go  insane.  I  leso- 
lately  put  tlunt^ta  of  her  away.  I  eucceeded  in  Ineping 
them  away.  Duing  my  winter  at  the  hut  in  the  moontainc^ 
dnrin^  my  succeeding  adventures,  I  had  not  thought  of 
Tedia;  tbon^ts  of  her  had  crossed  my  mind  bat  seldom  and 
fleetingly. 

Now,  all  at  once,  I  was  QTerwhdmed  hy  the  realization  of 
how  ardently,  how  mialterably  X  loTed  her,  how  lixenly  I 
longed  for  her,  how  tenderly  I  felt  towards  her.  Nothing 
past,  present  or  fatuie,  mattered  to  me  except  Yedia  and 
ler  welfare.  I  had  berai  thinldiig  with  relished  amosement 
of  the  dismay  of  some  pampered  beauty  haled  from  her 
Inznrioufl  coach  and  off  through  the  wild  moantains,  im< 
mnred  in  some  lonely  care  in  tiia  forests,  goarded  by  coars* 
TnSans,  reduced  to  the  most  primitive  diet  and  bedding, 
forced  to  endure  ell  aorta  of  discomforts,  and  threat«ned 
vith  death  or  woiae  if  an  enormooa  ransom  were  not  forth- 
coming promptly.  I  had  been  chuckling  at  the  prospect  of 
luting  a  farKiS  glimpse  of  the  £rat  act  of  ^m  comedy. 

My  terulsioB  of  feeling  was  dazing.  I  me  hot  and  cold 
with  horror  at  the  thought  of  Vedia's  agony,  terror  and  mis- 
ery and  of  ber  danger  among  Bulla's  swarthy,  brutal  ruf- 
Sina  with  their  black  curly  hair  aud  beards  intensifying 
the  villainy  of  their  lowering  faces,  with  their  mighty  hands 
always  close  to  their  daggers    Yedia  I  must  save  I 

How? 

Almost  as  I  recogniE«d  her  carriage,  my  ^ee,  instinctively 
■weeping  my  entire  outlook,  caught  sight  of  Selinus  feeding 
among  a  small  herd  of  young  mares  on  a  hillBide  midway 
of  the  extensive  pasture  on  the  other  side  of  the  road  just 
io  north  of  my  crag.  I  knew  there  was,  a  little  to  the  north 
of  the  crag,  on  the  same  aide  of  the  road,  a  knoU  from  which 
that  bit  of  hillside  was  plainly  visible  at  no  great  distance. 
I  had  my  plan  worked  out  in  all  its  details. 

I  drank  all  I  could  hold  of  my  watered  wine,  left  mj 
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doik  by  the  kidsfcin,  tccked  a  small  packet  ot  food  into  mj 
bdt-wallet,  and  taced  down  the  steep  slope  of  the  mountain- 
eide  to  the  north  of  the  crag,  leaping  from  rock  to  rock  under 
G»  hnge  foieet  trees.    I  reached  tiie  gentler  slopes  near  the 

jhighva;  and  gained  the  top  of  the  knolL  Selinns  yraa  in. 
plain  view,  grazing  among  his  brides,  and  by  good  Inck,  all 
were  headed  towards  me.  I  stood  on  the  sonunit  of  the 
knoll  and  vaved  my  arms.  Selinns  cangfat  sight  of  me  and 
galloped  jojonsly  down  the  slope  of  the  pasture  towards  me. 
When  he  wa^  near  I  ran  towards  him  down  tlw  elope  of  the 
knoll,  being  careful  that  he  Bbottld  not  lose  si^t  of  me. 
My  Inck  held  and  he  and  I  approached  the  highway  and  each 
other  where  there  was  a  comfortable  interral  between  the 
lion'a  cage  on  the  wagon  which  had  been  passing  when  I 
topped  the  knoll  and  the  leading  yoke  of  the  team  tngginfp 
the  wagon  next  behind.  The  wind,  also,  was  towards  me,  ao; 
that  Selinns  did  not  smell  the  lions  till  he  and  I  met  in  Uie 
hi^way  and  I  had  moimted  him.  Like  a  hnnting  dog 
bounding  otct  a  fallen  tree  Selinas  had  leapt  the  tall  thorn 

'  hedge  whidi  bordered  the  hi^way  to  keep  stock  off  it  and 
in  &e  meadow. 

Once  I  was  on  his  back  we  set  off  northward  at  foil  gallops 
^diich  almost  at  once  quickoied  into  a  maddened  ran.  He 
bad  shied  violently  as  we  passed  the  first  cage  and  he  winded 
the  lion  in  it,  but  I  stock  on  him.  Also  I  stuck  on  at  each 
less  violent  sideways  lurch  as  we  passed  cage  after  cage: 
tiger,  panther,  leopard,  hyenas  or  lion;  all  smelt  equally 
t^rifying  to  him^  but  he  only  ran  faster  and  his  terror  went 
into  speed  ahead  rather  than  into  leaps  aside. 

Wbeii  we  reached  the  crossroad,  up  whidi  the  constabulaiy 
had  turned,  the  procurator's  carriage  was  still  somewhere  up 
the  hi^way;  I  had  not  seen  it  sinoe  I  left  the  top  of  the 
crag.    The  train  of  beast-wagons  seemed  endless. 

Into  the  crossroad  we  turned  and  up  it  Selinua  tore.  I 
chuckled.  "So  road-polioe,  no  matter  how  young,  nimble  and 
long-winded,  could  maintain  a  donble-qnick  any  distance  on 
that  up-slope.    Selinus  mounted  the  hint  like  a  grayhound 
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tHa  s  haia  W«  vera  sura  to  oTsrteln  the  detachment  soon. 
Tbe;  could  not  have  gone  far. 

OTertake  Qiem.  ve  did  and  th«  maddened  run  at  vhidt 
Sdiniu  scaled  thoae  eteep  hills  canglit  their  officer's  attention. 
I  had  Tebeaxeed  what  I  meant  to  sa;  and  wasted  no  words. 
Vhat  I  said  eoDYtyei  the  whole  sitnatioii  to  him. 

"We  are  too  few  horeemen  to  orercoine  them,"  he  said,  "bnt 
•we  can  scare  th«m  from  their  booty  and  maybe  from  their 
<»ptiveB.  We'll  ride  our  fastest  and  we  have  time  to  reach 
them  before  ^vj  are  thinking  of  flight.  The  complete  anr- 
priee  will  save  tiie  jewels,  coin  and  gold  and  most  likdy  the 
itij  and  the  officials. 

"But  yon  fellows  mnet  donble-qnidc  after  ns  to  enj^rt  na 
in  case  they  recover  from  their  amazement^  rally  and  round 
ca  MB  from  some  near  vantage-gioimd.  Ton  can  retrace  yonr 
steps  in  a  tenth  of  the  time  it  took  ns  to  reach  here.    Bace  1 

"And  yon,  Felix,  give  me  that  racer  of  years.  Fall  in  with 
Qt»  jaea.  Here  C^ns,  give  Felix  your  saddle  and  bridle. 
Tour  mare  is  giving  ont.  Felix,  saddle  and  bridle  your 
horse  for  me.    Cains,  take  my  horse." 

In  ft  moment  I  was  afoot  among  the  in&ntiy  constable^ 
fbe  (dBcer  was  in  the  saddle  on  Sdinos,  the  reins  in  his  hands, 
Uid  the  horeemen  were  off  at  a  tearing  gallop,  with  us  foot- 
man aft^  them  at  a  run  which  carried  ns  almost  by  leapa 
down  the  steep  8lop& 

When  we  reached  the  highway  neither  the  mounted  police 
nor  any  outlaws  were  anywhere  in  sif^t.  Bnt  it  was  plain 
tliat  more  time  than  I  had  realized  had  elapsed  since  I  vaulted 
on  Selinns.  Not  only  was  the  son  near  the  horizon,  bnt  the 
bandits  had  evidently  been  farther  up  the  road  than  this.  For 
an  instant  I  marvelled  that  tbey  had  come  this  far  at  all  wh«t 
both  their  ambashes  were  soath  of  the  crag.  Then  I  realized 
tiut  they  had  been  searching  the  wagons  for  the  ballion. 
Evny  wagon  was  stalled,  half  were  overset,  the  ttHigue-yoke 
of  each  was  hamstnmg^  every  cage  was  anpty,  not  a  lion, 
tiger  or  leopard,  panther  or  hyena  to  be  seen ;  all,  appar^tly, 
let  eat  that  their  cages  might  be  ransacked.    I  c<nijectared 
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tii&t  letting^  them  ont  htd  taken  less  tmie  than  it  vonld  liai^  ' 
taken  to  kill  them. 

Panting,  svesting,  Hearing  cahaiution,  ve  baattned  along 
the  highway  at  a  jolting  mn  not  mnch  faster  than  the  qmdc 
walk  of  nntired  men,  bnt  oar  best  speed.  We  passed  scorea 
of  stalled  iragons,  every  cage  empty,  tvo  hamstnmg  ozes 
or  mules  or  even  horses  lying  In  ftgony  before  each  "vngoa, 
the  rest  of  the  cattle  dther  looeed  and  gone  or  held  fast  by  the 
stalled  wagons  behind  them.  We  saw  not  one  teamster,  not 
one  beast.  The  Icoig  series  of  stalled  vegons,  with  tbdr 
hamstrung  or  stalled  cattle  and  empty  cages  extended  to  &• 
foot  of  the  crag  and  beyond  it.  B^ond  it  we  came  oh  Q» 
procarator's  camage,  empty;  no  horse  to  it  or  by  it  Still  ^ 
ve  had  seen  no  baman  being.  ) 

A  half-mile  farther,  midway  of  a  flat  stretch  of  road,  ODt 
one  side  of  which  was  an  expanse  of  Bwampy  groond,  vuried 
with  pools  bordered  by  sedge,  reeds  and  boshes,  wi^  areta 
of  tosBocks  and  with  clomps  of  willows  and  alders,  we  come 
on  Bambilio's  and  Yedia's  carriagea,  their  gilded  decorativa 
earrings,  coral-red  panel-bars,  pearl^hell  panel-panes,  gilded 
roeette-boEses,  silver-plated  hubs  and  gilded  spokes  and  fellies 
guttering  in  the  late  sunshine. 

His  coach  was  without  any  sign  of  a  horee  near  i^  henf 
with  all  four  banutmng ;  their  white  leather  harness,  with  ita 
gold  and  silver  bosses,  horridly  stained  with  tbe  blood  they 
had  spattered  all  over  them  as  they  lay  struggling  and  trying 
to  kick.  Both  carriages  were  empty,  their  cushions  and  mat- 
tremes  and  other  contents  ecatteied  about  on  the  roadway. 

The  sun  was  near  setting.  Our  sergesnta,  blown  as  tiielr 
men  and  as  T,  paused  and  mopped  their  faces.  We  scanned 
the  outlook.  Far  away  well  up  the  mountain  side  we  cau^t 
sight  of  &  group  of  bnrly  mexi,  and  among  them  a  slender 
figure  clad  in  a  garb  of  pale  lavender  hue  with  the  sheen  of 
silk.  Below  and  close  a  similar  group  among  which  vera 
two  figures  conspicuous  for  crimson  cl<«k8  or  the  lifcfc  Par 
below  and  much  nearer  ns  we  glimpsed  tbe  pursuing  horee* 

Off  we  set,  and  our  fresh  excitement  seemed  to  put  fredi 
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vigor  into  all  of  na.  We  nu  a  full  mile  straigbt  scrofls  pa»- 
tores  and  vooded  hilla  tovards  the  point  where  I  tud 
glimpsed  Tedia. 

The  Bou  set 

The  constables  Tan  on,  pasting,  but  by  no  means  lailing. 

I  gave  out. 

The  hopelesenOBs  of  such  pnnnlt  took  all  the  heart  oat 
of  me. 

I  Btopped. 

I  could  not  hope  to  keep  up  with  the  excited  polica  I 
,  ooold  not  believe  that  they  would  give  any  effectiTo  support 
io  their  mounted  comrades  or  even  that  they  could  overtake 
the  outlaws  after  sunset  in  such  broken  and  wooded  country, 
f>r  that  any  or  all  of  them  could  rescue  any  of  tiie  prisoooia. 
I  shuddered  to  think  of  Yedia  in  the  clutches  of  such  mtiiletl' 
Tillains.  But  I  could  accomplish  nothing  towards  helping 
her.    I  tamed  to  slink  homewards. 

Half  way  to  the  spot  where  we  had  left  the  highway  I 
encountered  a  lion.  He  did  not  attack  me  or  menace  me  and 
I  was  not  afraid  of  him.  But  the  sight  of  him  brou^t  to 
my  attention  that  the  light  was  waning  and  that  I  was,  for  t, 
man  afoot,  a  considerable  distance  from  my  cottage  in  brokm 
country  full  of  escaped  beasts  of  prey.  I  had  never  nnder^ 
atood  my  power  over  all  animals,  but  I  bad  always  conceived 
tiiat  it  depended  on  the  way  I  looked  to  them  when  they 
gazed  at  me.  I  was  totally  unafraid  of  the  most  ferocious 
beast  by  daylight,  but  by  no  means  comfortable  in  twilight 
or  dusk,  while  after  dark  I  had  no  reason  to  think  that  a  lion 
or  tiger  would  prove  more  tractable  to  me  than  to  any  other 
man.  I  felt  that  I  must  hasten  home,  if  I  was  ever  to  reach 
it  alive.  With  what  breath  I  had  left  I  ran  the  rest  of  the 
•ea^  downhill  path  to  the  highway. 

When  I  reached  it  twilight  bad  not  yet  deepened  into  dosk 
and  I  could  see  fairly  well.  The  four  hamstrung  horses  were 
struggling  pitifully  to  rise  and  screaming  at  intervals.  With 
my  sheathknif e  1  put  them  out  of  their  misery ;  as  also  the 
four  pack-mules  which  lay,  similarly  hamstrang,  in  the  load- 
my,  behind  the  carriage. 
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In  <iHte  of  107  dresd  of  csmivon  after  duk  I  ezunined  tha 
oo&cli  &&d  what  lay  about  it  on  the  road.  There  vera  two 
kidskins,  bulging  roundly,  presumably  with  vine.  Three 
coTered  food  hampers,  unopened ;  aud,  intact,  a  beautiful  littla 
inlaid  chest,  such  as  ladies  have  for  tlieir  combs,  brushea, 
<untment-pots  and  similar  toilet  articles.  From  their  condi-j 
Uoa.  I  conjectured  that  the  bandits  had  just  commenced  to 
rummage  the  coach  when  the  unexpected  approach  of  tbe 
mounted  constables,  whose  small  Quraben  th^  most  Ukdj' 
did  not  realize,  had  scared  them  away. 

Beluctant  to  be  off  and  fearing  to  remain,  I  glanced  aboid^ 
izresolnte.  In  a  clump  of  villova  and  alders  in  the  midst 
et  the  svampj  tract  I  can^t  eight  of  a  bit  of  color  out  of 
keeping  with  anything  which  naturally  belonged  there  and 
investing  a  woman's  garment  There  vas  a  dryshod  vay 
to  that  clump  of  trees  and  botlies.  I  threaded  it  towards 
vbat  I  had  glimpsed.  When  I  was  hardly  more  than  half 
way  from  the  road  to  the  clump  I  thou^t  I  heard  a  sob.  I 
made  haste. 

Nearing  the  place  I  saw  a  young  and  slender  and  graceful 
woman  dressed  as  a  slave  girl.  Somehow  the  si^t  of  her 
brought  to  my  mind's^e  vivid  recollections  of  my  convalee- 
cent  outings  in  Nemestronia's  water-garden.  She  looked  ter- 
rified and  yet  hesitating  to  flee  from  me,  as  if  she  feared  the 
swamp.  A  step  nearer  I  realized  that  Yedia's  maid,  a  woman 
not  unlike  her  in  build,  as  faithful  to  her  as  Agathemer  vas 
to  me  and  amazingly  astute,  had  had  the  shrewdness  and  also 
the  time  to  fool  the  brigands  by  exchanging  clothes  vith  her 
mistress  in  the  carriage. 

"Vedia  1"  I  exclaimed.    "Caia  I" 

"Castor  1"  she  screamed.  "You  knov  me?  You  call  me 
Caia?  Are  you  a  ghost?  Are  you  alive?  And  that  voicel 
Oh,  are  you  real  ?" 

"Eeal  and  alive,"  I  answered.  "I  am  myself.  I  am 
Eedulio." 

To  my  amazement  there,  in  the  dusk  under  the  willows, 
among  the  aiders,  she  gave  a  half-smothered  shriek  and  tbe 
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next  iDHtsnt  her  Aims  were  round  my  neck  &nd  mine  round 
lier,  &nd  she  was  sobbin^f  on  my  shouldw,  repeating: 
"Call  me  Caia  again.    This  ia  too  good  to  be  tma." 


CHAPTEE  XXVin 

KOOKLIGHX 

Y  X  THElf  our  traneports  had  abated  a  little  I  ireft  aware 
VV  that  Hxe  twilight  was  deepening  into  dusk  and  that 
I  most  somehow  save  Vedia  from  the  roaming  wild  beasts.  I 
guided  her  along  the  twisting  track  from  her  hiding-place  to 
the  load.  As  we  gained  it  I  heard  a  loud  Buarl  of  a  lion  or 
tiger  or  panther  far  off  towards  the  crag.  We  most  make 
baste. 

I  Tweeted  that  it  vonld  be  a  very  strong  and  enterprising 
beast,  even  if  a  lion,  which  wonld  break  into  Yedia'a  coa(£ 
when  its  panels  were  slid  and  fastened. 

"^e  are  too  tar  from  any  hafaitation,"  I  aaid,  "for  ns  to 
reach  any  while  the  light  holds.  I  dare  not  make  the  attunpi 
with  you  among  all  these  freed  wild  beaats.  I  ahonld  be 
afraid  to  try  it  alone  in  this  deepening  dusk.  The  beat  thing 
v«  can  do  is  to  get  inside  your  carriage,  slide  the  panels  and 
trnst  to  them  to  keep  out  any  inquisitiTa  leopard  or  lion. 
With  the  carcasses  of  four  well-fed  horses  and  as  many  mules 
hid  ready  to  eat,  no  tiger  ought  to  he  hungry  enou^  to  be 
eager  after  us." 

"I  had  thou^t  that,  too,"  she  agreed. 

I  peered  through  the  open  door  into  the  coach,  which  was 
roomy.  Then  I  replaced  in  it  its  mattiessa  and  cushions, 
Yedia  showing  me  how  they  fitted  and,  going  round  to  the 
other  door  and  opening  it,  helping  me  to  lay  smooth  the  un- 
manageable feather-stuffed  npper-cnshions.  She  also  showed 
ma  the  receptacles  for  her  toilet-box,  the  food  hampeis  and 
the  kidskins.    While  we  were  thns  busied  the  almost  fnll 


404  ANDIVIUS  HEDULIO 

mooD  rose  dear  and  bright  over  a  distant  mountain.  I  helped 
Yedia  into  the  coach  and  ehe  disposed  herself  at  full  lenifUt 
on  its  cushions,  sinking  into  the  feathers.  I  valiced  round 
the  coach  and  slid  all  the  panels  except  the  front  panel 
through  vhich  the  moonlight  entered,  then  I  climbed  insid^ 
ahnt  and  fastened  the  door,  shnt  the  panels,  fastraed  each 
and  stretched  oat  by  Yedia,  like  her  with  plenty  of  cnshiona 
and  pillowB  nnder  my  head  and  shoulders. 

As  I  fastened  the  last  panels  ve  heard  the  hnnting-^qnall 
of  a  leopard  at  no  great  distance.  Yedia  cinng  to  me,  shud- 
dering. 

"Yoa  have  saved  me,  Cains,"  she  said.  "Aa  you  did  aa 
the  terrace  at  Nemestronia's." 

Naturally,  for  a  vhile,  ve  exchanged  kissee  and  caresaes 
without  any  intermingled  words. 

WbsD.  she  spoke  she  said: 

"How  do  you  come  to  be  alive  ?" 

"That,"  I  said,  "is  thanks  to  Agathemer  and  is  a  long  tale, 
I  am  faint  with  hunger  and  thirst,  y<m  yourself  should  be  in 
need  of  nourishment  and  mi^t  be  the  better  for  it.  There 
ahonld  be  food  in  those  hampers  and  vrine  in  the  kidskina." 

"There  is,"  she  said,  "and  plenty.  I  am  aa  hungiy  and 
Uiirst?  as  you,  now  I  am  no  longer  terrified  and  am  recover- 
isg  from  my  panic.  But  I  am  intensely  eager  to  hear  your 
story.  Do  begin  at  the  beginning  just  as  soon  as  yon  Ga% 
and  tell  it  while  we  eat." 

Then  she  showed  me  how  to  dispose  the  hamp^s  as  th^ 
were  designed  to  be  arranged  while  the  occupants  of  the  coadi 
ate.  They  were  veiy  generously  filled  vrith  the  most  Inxuriooa 
fare:  hard-boiled  eggs,  bam,  cold  roast  pork,  diced  thin; 
breast  of  roast  goose,  breast  of  roast  duck,  young  guinea- 
fowls,  broiled  whole  and  cut  up,  broiled  chickens,  broiled 
•qnaba ;  half  a  dozen  kinds  of  bread,  a  quarter  loaf  and  dif* 
ferent  sorts  of  rolls;  lettnce  and  radishes ;  bottles  of  oil,  vine- 
gar, ganun  sance,  and  other  sauces;  salt  smoked  fish;  fig^ 
both  big  green  figs  and  small  purple  figs;  a  jar  of  strained 
honey,  several  kinda  of  cakes,  and  plenfy  of  salt,  pepper^  other 
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Telishee,  and  a  lavjeh  pTovision  of  koiree  and  ot  eQ^et,  platm^ 
spooQB,  cups  and  other  utensUs. 

"Why  all  this  profusion?"  I  queried.  "Ton  have  eooagh 
here  for  a  par^  ot  ten." 

"I  always  have  a  variety  like  this/'  she  explained.  "I 
generally  have  very  little  appetite  on  a  joomey  bo  I  tell  Lydia 
to  pat  in  all  the  things  she  can  get  which  she  knows  I  like. 
Then  something  is  likely  to  tempt  me." 

We  feasted  by  moonlight,  while  I  told  my  story  from  the 
moment  when  I  had  received  her  warning  letter. 

"I  knew  that  you  moiinted  the  horse  in  front  of  PIoBomia's 
Tarem,"  she  said,  "bat  I  have  never  heard  of  yon  after  thai. 
Tanno  and  I  did  all  we  could  to  find  ont  what  had  become 
of  yon ;  all  we  could  without  risking  the  secret  service  getting 
sn  inkling  that  we  had  a  hope  that  you  were  not  dead. 

"In  fact  it  was  not  only  advertised  from  the  Palace  in  doe 
eonree,  but  circumstantially  reported  to  us  privately,  that  tiie 
secret  service  had  learned  that  you  had  arranged  for  a  fishings 
veseel  to  take  you  to  eea  from  Sipontum.  They  had  then  set 
three  detachments  of  Prstorians  to  intercept  you,  one  on  each 
road,  with  watchers  to  -wara  them  if  yon  were  recognized. 
You  were  seen  or  betrayed  somewhere  between  Hadria  and 
Auzimum,  one  account  said  at  Ortona,  and  the  Frtetorians 
killed  you. 

"Tanno  said  that  the  secret  service  always  gave  out  such  an 
account  if  they  failed  to  locate  and  capture  any  man  they 
ahould  have  arrested.  But  the  confirmation  of  the  story  by 
three  different  private  agencies  plainly  destroyed  his  hopes 
that  you  might  still  be  alive.  I  tiied  to  keep  on  hoping,  but, 
after  a  whole  year,  I  stopped  lying  awake  and  sobbing  in  the 
dark;  while  I  felt  more  grief  for  yon  than  I  ever  felt  for 
SatroniuB  Fatevinns  and  more  truly  widowed  than  when  he 
died,  I  ceased  to  grieve  and  r^i;ained  my  interest  in  gaieties 
and  suitors.    Don't  yon  think  that  was  natural  ?* 

"Very  natural,"  I  admitted  and  went  on  with  my  story. 

The  moon  rose  bif^er  and  ite  rays  no  longer  struck  on 
onr  faces,  bn^  atrildng  throng  the  open  panel,  diffoeed  from 
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iriut  port  of  the  coshion  or  aides  of  the  cottch  they  f  cQI  on 
directly,  lit  up  the  vhole  interior  with  a  pearly  glimm^. 
By  this  subdued  light  Yedia  looked  bewitchiofly  charming 
and  coquettish,  all  the  more  becaose  of  the  contrast  between 
her  elaborate  coiffure  and  the  simple  costume  her  maid  bad 
worn. 

I  ate  liberally  and  with  relish  and  she  appeared  to  enjoy 
her  food  as  I  did. 

"You  don't  seem  a  bit  worried/'  I  remarked,  "over  the  loea 
of  your  jewels." 

"Loss  I"  she  exclaimed.  "I  havoi't  lost  them,  they  are 
all  in  the  secret  compartment  under  us  inside  the  coach  body, 
jnst  where  Lydia  put  them  before  we  left  Bome.  The  bandits 
had  bardy  begun  to  ransack  the  coach  when  we  beard  the 
yells  of  ^e  constabulary  and  then  the  hoof-beats  of  their 
horses.  They  and  their  horses  made  eo  much  noise  that  the 
brigands  thought  they  had  to  do  with  a  hundred  or  more  and 
fled,  dragging  off  Bambilio  and  I^dia  and  leaving  me  and  the 
hampers,  even  the  winc'^kina.  'They  never  were  near  laying 
hands  on  those  jewels.  Th«7  had  Bambilio's  coin-chests,  to 
be  sure;  but  not  my  jewelry  nor  so  much  as  a  nugget  of 
Hie  bullion  they  had  expected.  They  were  preparing  to  tor- 
ture the  procurator  to  make  him  reveal  the  hiding  place  of 
his  bullion,  when  the  ydling  and  galloping  horsemen  scared 
them  away." 

I  congratulated  her  and  we  ate  with  even  more  relish.  Both 
of  us,  however,  were  sparing  of  the  wine,  though  I  gloated 
at  the  savor  of  the  first  really  good  wine  I  had  tasted  for  more 
than  two  years. 

And  garum  sauce  I  I  had  not  realized  how  I  had  craved 
■uch  luxuries  as  gantm. 

I  told  my  story  to  an  accompaniment  of  Tedia's  ezclama- 
tioDS.  She  was  amazed  at  all  of  it;  at  our  crawl  throogfa 
the  drain,  at  the  loyalty  of  old  Chryseros,  at  my  involvement 
witli  Matemus,  at  my  encounter  vrith  Fescennius  Niger,  at 
my  involvement  vrith  the  mutineers ;  but  most  of  all,  at  my 
having  been  present  in  the  great  circus,  an  eyewitness  of  the 
iDOSt  qiectacular  day  of  racing  Commodos  ever  exhibited 
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under  bis  transparont  pseadoDyia  of  Palu  and  his  lut  da^ 
of  public  jockeying;  and,  eqaslly,  at  Agathsmer'a  device  by 
wbich  we  Burrived  Uie  nuusacre. 

We  had  finished  our  leismeiy  meal  and  I  had  finished  mj 
etoiy,  neither  our  appetites  nor  the  floir  of  my  narrative 
marred  bj  the  distant  sqnalls  of  leopards  and  roars  of  lions, 
nor  by  the  imcaDny  sounds  made  by  the  hyenas,  when,  all  of 
a  andden,  a  lion  nttered  a  powerful  and  prolonged  roar  within 
a  dozen  yards  of  us.  Vedia  shrieked  and  cinng  to  me,  datch- 
ing  me  so  I  had  to  remonstrate  with  her  in  order  to  be  able 
to  slide  shut  and  fasten  the  open  front  panel.  I  had  barely 
fastened  it  when  another  roar  as  loud,  sodden,  and  long 
answered  the  first  from  the  other  side  of  ns,  wmewhere  in 
the  swamp  tract  This  time  Yedia  did  not  ^riek,  she  only 
<lasg  closer  to  me.  I  held  her  as  close  as  she  held  me  and, 
so  clinging  to  each  other,  in  the  pale  glimmer  of  the  moon- 
lif^t  stri^ng  on  the  shell  panes  in  the  panels,  we  listened  to 
repetitions  of  the  roars,  each  time  nearer,  till  the  two  beasts 
■wen  roaring  at  each  other  not  mnch  more  than  its  length 
from  the  carri^e,  apparently  facing  each  other  across  the 
dead  pde-hcnws.  I  expected  a  fight,  but  they  ceased  roaring, 
and,  by  tiie  soonda  they  made,  fell  to  gorging  themsdves  <ai 
horse-meat. 

Whoi  we  had  become  used  to  their  prracimity,  since,  after  a 
lapse  of  time  whidi  seemed  like  half  an  hoar  or  more,  they 
kept  on  crunching  and  rending  without  any  roarings  and 
without  coming  nearer  the  carriage,  Vedia,  her  arms  still 
about  me,  told  me  the  story  of  her  doings  since  my  downfall. 
Most  of  it  was  takm  up  with  social  gaieties  and  with  rejeo- 
tions  of  tolerated  suitors. 

Then  she,  sbyly,  told  me  of  her  lildng  for  Oreusius  PacoUss, 
of  Aqoileia,  and  her  promise  to  marry  him.  She  explained 
at  length  why  she  bad  been  called  imperatively  to  Aqnileia, 
why  he  felt  bound  to  remain  there  and  how  it  wrs  that  abe 
had  agreed  to  travel  to  Aqnileia  to  be  married  there,  instead 
of  his  returning  to  Borne,  which  would  have  been  the  most 
conventional  arrangement 

While  she  was  telling  me  this  we  heard  not  only  the  noisa 


406  ANDIvrtJS  HEDULIO 

of  the  feeding  of  the  two  liooB  which  were  eating  the  de«d 
horses,  but  heard  also  a  third  animal  as  noisily  tearing  at  on« 
of  the  dead  mules  behind  the  coach. 

'^  cannot  believe,"  she  said,  "that  I  ever  coneraited  to 
many  anybody  else,  even  when  I  was  certain  yon  were  dead. 
But  yon  know,  Caioa,  it  is  natural  to  be  married ;  and  to  live 
alone,  as  maid  or  widow,  is  not  only  loneeome  and  ujinataral, 
bnt  unfashionable  and  absurd. 

"But,  now  that  I  know  you  are  alive,  I  shall  not  care  who 
thinks  nte  ridiculous  or  who  calls  me  siUy ;  I  shall  feel  lonely, 
but  lonely  merely  because  I  cannot  live  witti  you.  I  shall 
jilt  poor  dear  FacnlluB,  who  is  as  good  a  man  and  as  good 
a  fellow  as  ever  lived,  and  I  shall  stick  to  my  widowhood 
ontil  I  die  or  Commodus  joins  the  company  of  the  gods  and 
we  can  arrange  for  your  full  rehabilitation  and  the  restora- 
don  of  yonr  estates  and  rank." 

Jnst  as  she  said  this  we  distinctly 'heard  clawing  and 
snuffing  against  the  panels  behind  onr  heads,  opposite  where 
Uie  lions  were  feasting.  Vedla  did  not  shriek,  she  was  too 
•cared  to  make  any  Bound :  she  merely  clutched  me  closer. 

Both  lions  roared  in  front  of  the  coach ;  a  tiger's  rasping 
yarr  answered  from  behind  it  and  almost  instantly  there  were 
noises  alongside  the  coach  indicating  that  a  lion  and  tiger 
were  at  grips;  growls,  snarls,  more  growls  and  more  snarls, 
each  dioked  off  in  the  middle  as  it  wore,  half  swallowed  and 
left  unfinished.  For  some  reason  tiie  noise  of  the  fight  im- 
mediately started  a  chonu  of  hyenas,  emitting  th^  strange 
cries,  much  like  human  laughter,  but  the  lau^ter  of  maniacs. 
Oar  situation  and  eDviromnent  was  to  the  last  degree  un- 
canny. 

The  fight  lasted  no  long  time.  We  could  not  conjecture 
which  combatant  was  victorious,  but  they  dashed  off,  one  pur- 
suing the  other.  The  remaining  Hon  roared  twice;  lon^ 
choking,  snarling  torrents  of  tiinnderous  noise;  thai  it 
also  went  away.  Except  for  distant  snarls,  squalla  and 
roars,  we  were  in  a  silent  moonlit  world,  almost  peaceful. 
I  Tisjtnred  to  nnfasten  the  other  front  panel  and  slide  it 
a  little  way  open.     The  rays  of  the  Mgh  momi  poured 
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in   on   our   feet,   we   looked   out   on   a   magical   prospect. 

Yedia  pnt  a  lelishmg  warm  arm  round  my  neck. 

"Call  rae  Caia  again "  she  whispered.  "Where  yon  are 
Gains  I  am  Caia !"  * 

The  implication  thrilled  me.  It  was  as  if  ve  irere  mar- 
ried, had  beea  tdui.  and  wife  for  long  past 

It  msj  have  been  midnight,  was  near  midni^t  when  she 
eaid: 

"I  donH  want  to  go  to  sleep  at  aU.  We  can  do  without 
one  nighfs  elecfp.  We  can  slee^  tomorrow  night,  when  we 
are  not  together.  Letfs  try  t»  keep  awake  every  minnte  till 
daylight" 

In  fact  it  was  not  easy  to  sleep,  for  a  pack  of  hyenas,  ap- 
parently as  friendly  witti  each  oilier  as  if  they  bad  hunted 
together  since  they  were  weaned,  came  and  picked  the  bones 
of  the  horses  and  mnles,  even  ate  the  bones,  which  cracked 
londly  between  their  powerfol  jaws.  The  noise  of  their  glnt- 
tony  wonld  have  kept  awake  a  pair  sleepier  than  we. 

But,  when  the  moon  was  almost  half  way  down  the  sky, 
when  the  roars  and  squalls  and  snarls  of  lions  and  leopards 
and  tigers  and  the  horrid  lan^ter  of  hyenas  had  ceased  to 
soond,  when  the  night  silenoe  was  so  compete  that  we  could 
hear  ttie  cocks  crowing  near  distant  farmsteads  and  the  faint 
breezes  ruBtUng  in  the  willows,  we  did  sleep,  she  first,  her 
arms  round  me  and  ber  head  on  my  shoulder. 

When  we  woke,  with  the  slanted  moon  rays  on  the  back 
comer  of  the  coach  behind  me,  she  cuddled  to  me  Inxurioasly, 
patted  me  and  presently  whispered,  in  a  bantering,  rognidi 
tone  which  I  detected  even  in  her  softest  whisper: 

"Yon  remember  that  old  sweetheart  of  yours?" 

"I  don't  remember  any  sweetheart  except  you,"  I  retorted. 
"I  never  had  any  sweetheart  except  yon." 

"I  mean,"  she  said,  "that  minx  who  made  eyes  at  yon  and 
an  your  country  neighbors  and  certainly  iiied  to  marry  yon 
and  most  of  your  Sabine  friends." 

*T^ou  mean  Marda?"  said  I. 

"Ah,"  she  said,  playfully  and  teasingly,  "I  thought  yon 
"   •From  tba  Roman  nurrlaga-ritual. 
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ironld  remember  her  name.  If  joa  remembw  h^  name  joa 
most  remember  her." 

"Of  course  I  remember  Uarda,"  I  said.  "How  could  I 
forget  tier  after  the  way  she  led  my  uncle  by  the  nose,  bad 
half  the  coastryside  mad  for  her,  set  ub  all  by  ihe  ears,  r»- 
buffed  XhiccomoB  Furfur,  and  married  Uarcus  Uartins? 

'Tl  I  had  never  known  her  before  I'd  be  bound  to  recaQ 
the  creature  who  embroiled  me  with  you.  Myl  Yoa  wen 
in  a  wax  I" 

"I  certainly  was,"  she  whispered,  "and  I  thought  I  had 
reasoD  to  be  indignant.  But  now  I  believe  yaor  Tersion  ot 
her  relations  with  yon  and  feel  no  qualms  at  recollecting  tbs 
slanders  I  then  credited.  But,  the  point  is,  yon  lementber 
her." 

"My  dear,"  I  «aid,  "if  I  had  never  set  eyee  on  Marcia  ex- 
cept when  I  aicoontered  her  in  the  Baths  of  Titua  the  day 
you  rescued  me  from  drowning  when  I  fainted  in  the  swim- 
ming pool,  I'd  remember  her  for  life.  She  is  too  beautifnl 
to  forget" 

"Am  I  BO  hideousP"  she  demanded. 

"You  are  the  loveliest  woman  alive,"  I  vowed.  "But  Mar- 
cia is  amazingly  spectacular  and  the  pictures  she  makes 
impress  themselves  on  one's  memory  end  eyesight.  I  could 
never  forget  her  in  that  brilliant  tableau  on  the  camp-plat- 
form facing  the  mutineers,  even  if  I  had  never  seea  her 
before." 

"I  was  coming  to  that,"  Vedia  said.  "Marcia,  who  was  a 
foundling  and  a  slave  as  the  adopted  child  of  a  slave,  has 
Tisen  so  high  that  she  is  truly  Empress  in  all  but  the  official 
title.  She  has  all  the  honore  Faustina  or  Crispina  ever  had, 
except  that  ehe  ke^  out  of  those  religious  rites,  participa- 
tion in  whidi  is  confined  to  women  married  with  the  full 
old-time  ceremonies  and  observances." 

I  then  told  her  what  Agathemer  and  I  had  heard  about 
Uarcia  while  domiciled  with  Colgius,  and  of  the  absence  from 
all  talk  about  her  of  any  mention  of  or  allusitm  to  Marcua 
Martins;  I  asked  if  she  knew  what  had  become  of  him  or, 
indeed,  anything  about  him. 
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"Ob,  ye8>'*  she  aaid,  "all  Boman  society  knew  the  mala 
&cta  and  dear  old  Tanno  supplied  me  witti  man;  of  the 
intimate  details.  Commodos  made  •  point  of  haviii^  Martina 
speciftlly  presented  to  him  because  he  had  heard  that  be 
had  been,  with  ;oq  and  Tanno,  one  of  the  foremost  fighters 
in  your  affrays  in  Yediamnnra  and  near  Villa  Satronia.  At 
his  private  andienoe  he  congratulated  and  bepraised  Martins 
and  acclaimed  his  provees.  MartiuB,  who  seems  to  hare  been 
B  Tery  fine  fellow,  disclaimed  any  pretensions  to  snch  lauda- 
tions and  modestly  stated  that  he  bad,  at  the  beginning  ot 
each  fi^t,  been  far  in  the  rear  in  yonr  travelling-coach,  with 
Uarda;  that  she  had  clnng  to  him  and  so  delayed  his  getting 
ont ;  that  each  time  he  had  gotten  out  and  picked  np  the  sta9 
of  a  disabled  combatant,  bat  that,  in  eat^  combat,  he  had 
arrived  barely  in  time  to  land  a  few  blows  on  some  of  th» 
routed  enemy;  that  in  neither  a&ay  had  he  done  any  real 
fighting  or  been  in  any  danger  or  performed  any  exploits. 

"Commodus,  in  his  blunt  way,  lud  asked  whether  he  was 
good  for  anything,  anyhow.  Martins  had  replied  that  he 
was  considered  more  than  a  mediocre  horse-mastet. 

"CommoduB  had  then  invited  him  to  demonstrate  hiS' 
prowess  in  the  Stadium  of  the  Palace.  There  Martius  bad 
shown  such  skill,  courage,  agility,  judgment,  grace  and  ease 
that  Conmiodus  was  delighted.  He  had  Martius  ride  a  num- 
ber of  wild,  fierce  and  unmanageable  horsea  and  was  mor» 
and  more  charmed  with  him. 

"Next  day  he  had  another  batch  of  intractable  mounts  for 
iam.  As  Martins  was  man(suvring  one  which  he  had  almost 
subdued  Commodus  stepped  too  near  1^  plunging  brute  andy 
io  aaving  the  Emperor  from  being  run  down  and  trampled, 
Martins  was  somehow  thrown  and  his  neck  broken. 

"Commodns  was  very  penitent,  felt  that  he  bad  caused 
Martins'  death,  bad  him  given  a  funeral  of  Imperial  magnifi- 
cence and,  as  soon  as  her  grief  bad  quieted  ^ough,  paid  Mar- 
cia  a  ceremonial  visit  of  condol^ice,  as  if  Aa  had  been  the 
widow  of  a  full  general  killed  in  battle  on  the  frontier. 

"One  Bight  of  Marda  was  enough.    Within  a  very  short 
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space  of  time  her  viles  had  enanand  him  ftnd  CriBpina  rag«d 
in  TBin." 

Then  she  told  me  all  the  stoiy  of  the  intrigues  bj  which 
Marcia  poietmed  the  Emperor's  mind  against  the  Empreas, 
until  Crispina  fell  imder  all  sorts  of  snspicion  in  the  eyes 
of  Conunodus ;  of  bow  at  the  same  time  Marcia  subtly  laid 
snares  for  Criepina  and  enticed  her  into  InjndicionB  behavior 
with  several  gallants,  nntil  finally  the  Emperor  pnt  her  under 
surveillance,  later  relegated  her  to  Capri,  then  to  some  more 
distant  island,  and  finally  had  her  bronght  back  to  Bom^ 
publicly  tried,  convicted  and  executed. 

I  told  her  my  conjectures  aa  to  the  queer  outcome  of  the 
arrest  of  Ducconins  Fnrfar  and  as  to  who  Palua  really  was 
and  who  occupied  the  throne  while  Pains  exhibited  himseU 
as  wrestler,  boxer,  diarioteer  and  what  not. 

"I  know  nothing  to  confirm  your  sunmses,"  ahe  said,  *'bnt 
we  about  the  Court  have  often  been  puzzled  at  the  way  Com- 
modus  appeared  to  be  in  two  places  at  once.  You  set  me 
thinking.'' 

After  the  second  cockcrow,  smce  dawn  was  not  now  far 
away,  we  fell  to  talking  of  the  future, 

"I  shan't  marry  anybody,  ever,  except  you,  dearP  ehe 
promiBcd,  without  my  asking  it  and  again  and  again:  '^'11 
remain  a  widow  nntil  I  die  unless  we  outlive  Commodns,  and 
Tanno  and  I  succeed  in  having  you  rehabilitated.  I  have 
many  consolations  in  my  wealth  and  social  position  and 
fiiends." 

"And  suitors,"  I  put  in,  mimiddng  her  tone  when  sbe 
bantered  me  about  Marcia. 

"And  suitors  I"  she  replied.  "Caina,  I  love  you,  and  TU 
never  marry  anyone  else,  but  I  do  love  attention.  I  love  to 
keep  a  doaen  good  catches  dangling  about  me ;  th«r  wooinga 
and  their  gifts  and  their  behavior  generally  are  no  end  of 
good  fun.  And  it's  good  fun  to  have  half  the  marriageable 
belles  f  urions  with  me.  I  cannot  help  encouraging  any  man, 
or  ev«a  lad,  who  moons  abont  after  me.    But  yon  have  never 
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hid  fta7  reseon  to  be  jealoiu,  70a  have  none  now,  7011  serar 
Trill  haTe." 

I  ezpTeased  my  faith  is  her  the  beat  I  could. 

"You  are  a  d«ar,  dear  boy,"  she  eaid,  "and  it  ia  good 
of  70a  not  to  be  jealous,  evea  when  yon  have  so  little  reason 
to  be  jealous.  I  have  mnch  more.  Sappose  I  raged  abont 
Nebris  or  Septima?" 

I  tried  to  change  the  sabject  and  succeeded,  when  I  eng< 
gested  that  we  mast  plan  what  we  were  to  do  at  dawn  and 
is  the  fatnre.  After  a  full  diecusaion  and  tiia  airing  of  her 
ideas  and  mine,  we  agreed  that  there  was  little  or  no  likeli- 
hood of  the  road-constables  returning  or  of  anyone  else  ap- 
proaching her  carriage  before  full  daylight.  As  soon  as  tb«e 
waa  Buffident  light  for  it  to  be  safe,  I  would  open  the  panels 
enough  for  us  to  keep  watch  up  and  down  the  highway  and 
in  the  direction  the  constables  had  talffin.  When  we  saw 
them  returning  I  was  to  wait  till  they  were  near  enough 
to  assure  her  aafe^  and  ihen,  at  the  last  moment,  I  was  to 
slip  out  on  the  other  side  of  the  coach.  That  was  next  the 
Bwamp  and  I  could  be  out  of  sight  among  the  willows  and 
aldera  when  less  than  two  score  yards  from  the  road;  also  I 
knew  the  path  across  the  swamp  and  could  cross  it  and  go 
off  home  through  the  meadows  and  pastures  beyond  it.  TUa 
ma  our  plan. 

She  said  she  would,  whenever  the  road-constables  returned, 
behave  as  if  she  had  been  ahme  in  the  coach  all  night.  She 
had  no  doubt  that  the  police  would  give  her  every  assistance 
in  their  power. 

"Of  coarse,"  she  said,  "my  intendant  galloped  off  acme* 
where,  somehow  and  the  coachnun  and  outrider  and  mule- 
drivers  ran  away;  yon  couldn't  expect  an7  or  all  of  them 
to  make  a  stand  against  all  those  armed  brigands.  If  the 
constables  return,  as  they  will,  all  my  men  will  come  bade 
OsdaruB  will  manage  to  get  me  horses  from  the  nearest 
change-station  or  somewhere  else,  somehow.  Once  at  an  inn 
I  can  get  fresh  horses.    I  can  bny  a  team  at  N uceria." 
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"Can  yon  pa;  for  a  teem  ?"  I  interrnpted.  "Have  yon  ttie 
cuhr 

"iij  gold  and  silver,"  she  laughed,  "are  in  flie  other  secret 
compartment  The  outlavs  did  not  get  my  coin  any  more 
-than  my  jewelry.  Why  lookl  India's  earrings  are  in  my 
ears  now  and  her  necklace  ronnd  my  neck  and  her  bracelets 
on  my  wrists  and  her  rings  on  my  fingers.  The  rascala  were 
BO  snre  of  not  being  interfered  with  and  so  mndi  at  eaae 
that  they  were  startled  frantic  by  the  galloping  horsemen 
«nd  Btfottled  off  with  Bambino's  coin-chest,  dragging  turn  and 
poor  Lydia  and  totally  forgetting  me,  thinking  me  the  maid, 
not  even  noticing  these  little  trinkets,  which  are  mostly 
silver  and  some  of  gold  and  so  worth  stealing. 

"I  have  the  cash  to  pay  for  two  teams  or  three :  I  brongfat 
plenty  for  the  jonmey  to  Aquileia,  becanae  we  could  learn 
little  of  the  state  of  the  roade  beyond  Bononia  and  I  Uion^t 
1  might  have  to  travel  by  Placentia  or  even  by  Milan.  Ill 
gti  back  to  Home,  as  fast  as  I  can.  I  dont  want  to  be  married 
now,  80  I  don't  mnt  to  go  on  to  Bononia,  let  alone  all  the 
way  to  Aqoileia.  If  I  did  want  to  go  tm,  the  bandits  have 
mn  off  with  my  maid,  and  I  could  hardly  get  along  without 
Iter,  and  ihej  have  also  removed  my  escort,  and  I  certainly 
conld  not  keep  on  without  a  proper  escort  I  have  every 
ezcnse  for  taming  about  at  once  and  making  baste  to  get 
out  of  this  dangerous  nei^borhood  and  getting  bade  hozoe. 

"Poor  Lydia  1  I  hate  to  think  of  her  st  the  mercy  of 
ihose  brutal  rufBans.  They  may  maltreat  her  horribly  if 
they  discover  that  they  have  the  maid  instead  of  the  misb«8^ 
and  by  the  maid's  device.  I'll  tell  everybody  I  see  that  111 
pay  any  ransom  in  reason,  even  beyond  reason,  for  poor 
Lydia,  if  the  brigands  will  restore  her  to  me  safe  and  sound. 
I  fancy  their  friends  hereabouts,  and  almost  every  inhabitant 
of  the  district  is  a  friend  of  theirs,  by  your  account,  will 
speedily  have  conveyed  to  them  the  news  that  their  capture 
is  worth  almost  as  much  ransom  as  they  hoped  to  extort 
for  me.  I'bat  news  ought  to  protect  Lydia  while  she  is 
among  the  outlaws  and  ought  to  help  me  to  get  her  back 
Titlioat  much  delay. 
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"An  soon  ma  I  am  in  Borne  111  wnd  a  trusty  agent  up  hate 
to  set  on  foot  negotiationa  with  the  ontlaws  and  to  reune 
L^dia  b;  paying  what  they  aak  for  her. 

"And,  the  moment  I  reach  Kome  111  set  in  motion  all  the 
iorcee  I  can  control  or  enlist,  and  I  can  influence  many 
men  in  hi^  places,  I'll  have  all  I  can  influence  working 
quietly  and  most  nnobtrusivelj  for  that  official  mannmiBeioo 
ot  yours.  Once  yon  are  free  yon  had  best  izaTel  secretly  and 
wiUioot  haste  to  Bmttinm.  No  folk  are  more  secretive  or 
more  loyal  than  the  herders  and  foresters  of  Bruttium.  Not 
only  your  former  slaves  on  your  ancle's  estate  there,  but  all 
their  neighbors  will  do  as  much  to  keep  secret  your  presence 
among  ^em,  and  shield  you  and  to  make  you  comfortable 
and  happy  as  the  Umbrians  hereabouts  have  been  doing  to 
help  and  protect  Bulla  and  his  band  and  to  shield  them 
from  the  constabulary  and  authorities.  In  Bruttium  you  can 
lark  in  safety  as  long  as  Commodus  lives  and  it  will  even 
be  safe  for  as  two  to  exchange  letters.  In  Bruttium  it  can 
be  arranged  that  no  secret-service  agent  or  Imperial  spy 
can  ever  get  wind  of  yoor  exist^ice,  let  alone  of  yoor  hiding- 
place.  Yon  can  be  free,  in  a  way,  housed  comfortably,  wiUi 
no  duties,  able  to  pass  your  time  as  yon  please,  and  well 
cared  for.  Tanno  and  I  will  see  that  you  are  supplied  with 
cash  for  the  journey  and  for  your  needs  after  yoa  reach 
your  haven." 

The  cocks  crowed  vociferously  at  all  the  nei^horing  farm- 
steads and  we  could  hear  them  plainly  across  the  consider- 
able distances  firom  us  to  each.  The  moon  hung  low 
and  the  pale  first  light  of  day  began  to  overcome  the  moon- 
light. 

Vedia  petted  me  and  I  petted  her  and  she  repeated  her 
TOWS  of  unalterable  fidelity  to  hex  pledge  to  marry  no  on* 
else  and  to  hope  to  marry  me. 

As  dawn  brightened  the  hyenas  burst  into  a  belated  chorus 
and  a  lion  roared  far  away.  After  that  the  beasts  made 
no  sounds  which  came  to  our  ears. 

Vedia  insisted  on  my  eating  more  of  her  delicacies  and, 
I  confess,  I  ate  liberally  and  with  relish.    A  night  with 
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almost  DO  sleep  and  much  excitement  oftmes  an  muutnral 
hunger  at  dHvn  and  the  delicious  raritiea  tempted  me. 

She  explained,  over  and  over,  that  I  fraa  to  behare  pre- 
ciael;  as  if  we  had  not  encountered  each  other  and  be  sura 
not  to  mistake  some  secret-service  agent  for  her  emisBaiy. 
The  watchword  was  to  be,  in  DKmorj  of  that  used  at  mj 
escape  from  Borne,  that  whoever  came  from  her  or  Tanno 
to  me  would  aak : 

"Can  jou  direct  me  to  the  leopard-tamer  who  rode  the 
horse  with  the  blue  eaddle^loth?" 

I  was  tD  reply: 

"The  blue  saddle-cloth  was  bordered  with  ailver." 

He  was  then  to  respond : 

"I  have  silver  for  the  leopard-tamer." 

I  was  then  to  eaj: 

"I  am  the  leopard-tamer  and  I  have  a  poQoh  for  tout 
Bilver." 

After  we  had  rehearsed  the  pasBwords  till  both  were  sore 
neither  could  forget  or  misplace  a  word,  as  the  day  was 
coming  on,  we  kept  a  keen  lookout  through  the  partly  opened 
paneU.  Before  Bunriae  I  saw  the  mounted  constable  ap- 
proacbiqg  down  the  mountain  trail,  for  there  were  several 
points  on  it  where  horsemen  could  be  seen  through  the  trees, 
even  from  where  we  were. 

I  unfastened  the  coach  door  next  the  swamp,  we  kissed 
each  other  again  and  again,  and,  as  the  horsemen  came  in 
sight  avray  across  the  meadows  where  tiiey  emerged  from 
the  woods,  we  exchanged  a  last  farewell  kiss  and  I  slipped 
oat  and  across  the  swamp. 
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FBOlf  ilie  minh  my  path  bomewarda  led  me  past  tha 
villa,  for  it  was  directl;  between  my  cotta^  and  the 
ewamp.  The  veiy  fint  hninan  being  I  encountered  was  the 
VUlicus  himself. 

"Hollo,  Felix,"  he  said.  "I've  been  looking  for  yon. 
We  need  you.  Septima  says  ihe  hasn't  seen  yoa  since  early 
yesterday.     Where  have  you  been  all  night?" 

"IJp  a  tree,"  I  replied.  "Bulla  told  me  day  before  yes- 
terday that  he  and  hia  lads  planned  a  spectacular  capture 
and  robbery  on  the  highway  sonth  of  Diana's  Crag  for  yes- 
terday afternoon.  Most  of  the  days  lately  on  which  yoa 
haven't  wanted  me  I  have  spent  on  top  of  the  crag,  watch- 
ing the  traffic  on  the  road.  I  went  up  there  about  tite  third 
hour  yesterday  morning,  to  view  the  show  Bulla  had  pront- 
ised  me.  I  expected  to  enjoy  it,  bat,  somehow,  when  I  saw 
the  victims'  coaches  come  in  sight,  the  idea  of  a  Soman  lady 
in  the  dutches  of  Bulla's  gang  went  against  my  gorge.  I 
ran  down  alongside  the  crag  towards  whrae  Selmus  was 
grazing  in  the  roadside  pasture.  He  came  to  me  and  I 
galloped  up  the  highway  and  up  the  first  crossroad  to  warn 
the  constabulary,  who  had  gone  up  that  road  about  noon 
on  some  false  information  given  them  by  someone  at  Bulla's 
suggestion.  Their  ofBcer  took  my  horse  and  I  had  to  nin 
with  the  infantrymen.  Hy  breath  gave  out  and  my  legs  too 
and  I  dropped  bdiind  when  they  left  the  highway  south  of 
the  crag  and  struck  off  across  country  after  the  bandits,  who 
had  been  scared  off  hy  the  cavalrymen.  It  took  me  a  long 
time  to  get  my  breath  and  leet  my  legs.  When  I  felt  able 
to  walk  i^  vas  after  muet  1  oan  gentle  any  .beaat  by  daj^ 
419 
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light,  bat  after  dnsk  I'm  no  better  off  than  any  other  man 
facing  a  lion  or  tiger.  The  brigauds  had  opened  Bcores  of 
cages  and  the  freed  beaBts  began  to  roar  and  snarl  soon  after 
sunset  I  climbed  a  maple  and  spent  the  night  in  a  fork 
tiiout  BIX  yards  from  the  ground,  where  I  felt  safe  aa  long 
as  I  could  keep  awake.  I  dreaded  to  fall  if  I  dozed,  and 
I  was  frightfully  drowsy  after  such  a  hot  day  and  each  a 
long  nm.    When  the  sun  rose  1  started  home." 

"Come  along,  prudent  youth,"  he  said,  "we  need  you.  The 
aub-procnrator  in  charge  of  the  beset-train  which  the  brif^- 
anda  Interfered  vith  is  at  the  villa:  eo  are  half  his  beast- 
tenders  and  teamsters.  The  anlraal-keep^s  row  tbey  dare 
not  attempt  to  recapture  their  charges  and  the  proenrator 
is  angry  and  worried  and  anxious  about  his  responsibility 
and  what  will  be  expected  of  him  by  his  superiors.  He  does 
not  want  to  lose  one  single  lion  or  tiger  or  even  hyena; 
-wants  them  recaged  at  once.  So  do  I.  I've  lost  more  stock 
than  I  like  to  think  of.  The  hyeaas  and  panthers  and  leop- 
ards have  slaughtered  a  host  of  my  sheep  and  goats,  and  the 
lions  and  tigers  have  banqueted  on  some  of  my  most  promis- 
ing colts  and  on  nany  of  my  cattle. 

"Can  you  duplicate  your  feat  with  the  panther  loose  oa 
the  highway?" 

"I  can  repeat  it  as  often  as  I  can  get  anywhete  near  any 
of  those  beasts  by  daylight,"  I  said.  "Let  us  start  at  onoe. 
There  is  no  hurry,  for  the  beasts  wiU  do  little  damage  in 
daytime,  as  most  of  them  wilt  hide  till  daii:.  Bnt  there 
se^ns  to  be  a  large  nnmbw  loose;  I  doubt  if  I  can  catdi  all 
of  them  before  dnsk." 

"It'll  take  you  two  days,  Felix,  or  three,"  the  VBUeua 
landed.  "The  procurator  states  that  his  train  had  in  its 
cages  twenty-fire  pantiiers,  as  many  leopards,  fifty  iagera, 
a  hundred  litms  and  two  hundred  hyenas.  Thafs  four 
hundred  beasts  for  you  to  catch  as  fast  as  t^ey  can  be  located 
by  their  keepers,  assisted  by  my  whole  force  of  horse-wran- 
glers, herdsmen,  shepherds,  and  the  reet  and  all  the  fermen 
hereabouts,  and  all  their  daves.  We'll  have  plenty  of  help. 
-Jhree  fanners  ore  at  the  villa  now  nni^  over  Qte  less  of 
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Bhe^  or  cattle;  ever;  farmer  will  tarn  out  with  his  men  to 
lielp  Ma;  anjbow,  every  bumpkin  and  yokel  will  want  to 
enjoy  the  fun  and  tb^ll  all  floek  to  the  Keoe." 

I  do  ncrt  know  how  many  days  I  spent  catching  the  escaped 
beaets  for  the  procorator.  I  enjoyed  the  first  day,  did  not 
mind  the  second  and  was  not  painfully  weary  on  tiie  third; 
but  the  rest  pa«aed  in  a  daze  of  exhaustion ;  though  I  had 
good  horses,  a  fresh  horse  whenever  I  asked  for  it,  wine  and 
good  viae  as  often  as  I  was  thirsty,  plraty  of  good  food  and 
every  consideration ;  and  although  the  various  farms  at  whioh 
L  spent  the  mghts  (for  we  did  not  once  letom  to  the  villa) 
did  all  they  could  for  my  ccQifnrt,  the  itpetifion,  for  haQ> 
dreds  td  times,  of  dismounting,  af^roaching  a  lion  or  tiger. 
in  his  daylight  lair  among  zeeds  or  tall  grass  or  bushes, 
catching  him  by  the  mane  or  the  scruff  of  his  neck,  leading 
him  to  his  cage  and  edging  him,  was  eztranely^  even  unbe-. 
lievably  exhausting. 

Whenever  any  of  onr  searchers  located  a  beast  in  hiding 
tiie  teamsters  ^ve  their  wagons  with  his  cage  as  near  as 
might  be;  in  no  case  did  I  lead  a  cowed  captive  half  a  mile; ' 
seldom  two  furlongs.  But  I  walked  a  great  distance  in  the 
course  of  each  of  these  days,  rode  many  mil^  in  the  course 
of  all  the  riding  I  did  between  recaptures,  and  was  never 
calmed  between  my  recurrent  periods  of  tense  excitement. 
I  felt  Ujnp. 

My  condition  was  not  improved  by  the  occurrence  and 
recurrence  of  perturbing  excitement  from  a  more  disquieting 
cause.  Early  on  my  third  day  of  animal^catching,  just  as 
I  stepped  back  from  bolting  the  door  of  a  cage  on  a  lion,  I 
felt  rather  t^an  saw  out  of  the  tail  of  my  eye  someone  rush 
towards  me  from  behind,  trip  when  a  few  yards  from  ma 
and  fall  fiat  I  whirled  to  look  and  beheld  a  mere  lad,  one 
of  my  fellow-slaves  at  the  villa,  a  stable  cleaner,  scrambling - 
to  his  feet.  When  be  was  half  up  the  man  nearest  him, 
another  of  my  fellow^laves,  an  assistant  colt-wrangler,  ap- 
parently the  man  who  had  tripped  him,  dealt  him  a  stoash^, 
iag  Uqw  on  the  ear  with  his, clenched  fist  and  felled  tpm 
again.    As  he  went  down  I  saw  that  be  had  a  long-bladed»' 
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keen-edged,  gleamiag  dagger  in  hia  ligfat  band.  It  flenr 
from  biB  grasp  as  he  ploved  ap  the  ground  with  his  &oe. 
The  colt-wrangler  picked  it  up. 

We  were  on  a  crossroad,  some  distance  from  the  highwaj, 
in  the  woods.  The  wagon  and  cage  were  surrounded  by 
ahnost  a  score  of  the  sl&Tea  of  the  estate,  with  nearly  %a 
many  more  helpers;  farm-slsTes,  farmers,  teamsters,  beast- 
warders,  yokels  and  stragglers ;  the  ViQieia  was  near. 

'lapsus,"  he  said  to  tiie  colt-wrangler,  "kill  him  with  hia 
own  dagger  I" 

Instantly  I^apsns  stabbed  the  fallen  lad  between  tiie 
ahoulders.  The  tbroBt  went  home  neatly,  nnder  the  left 
shoulder-blade,  deep  and  inclined  a  little  upward.  It  moat 
have  reached  his  heart,  for  he  died  after  one  riolent  conrul- 
sion  which  threw  him  into  the  air,  and  tamed  him  completeFf 
orer,  his  corpse  slapping  the  ground  like  a  flopping  fish  on 
a  stream-bank. 

"Hand  me  that  rope  P  the  VUliciu  ordered  a  teamster. 

He  knotted  a  hangman's  noose  at  one  end  of  the  Tape^ 
tried  it  to  make  sure  it  worked  proper^  and  ordered  the 
estate  slaves  to  hang  the  body  to  a  convaiient  limb  of  • 
near  by  tree.     They  did. 

I  stood,  gazing  questioningly,  first  at  the  swinging  corpse, 
then  at  the  Villiciu. 

"Felix,"  said  he,  "I  perceive  that  you  do  not  understand. 
Tiro  meant  to  kill  yon,  and  would  most  likely  have  suc- 
ceeded bad  not  Napeus  first  tripped  him  and  then  killed 
him.  Kapsns  sball  be  handsomely  rewarded  in  every  fashion 
within  my  power.  Tiro  has  been  dealt  with  as  be  deserved, 
as  any  similar  fool  deserves.  I  propose  to  protect  you  to  the 
ertent  of  my  abilities  and  authority,  which  includes  p»«mp- 
toiy  execution  of  any  estate  slave  whom  I  so  much  as  sus- 
pect; I  don't  have  to  wait  for  any  overt  act,  nor  for  any 
threat,  uttered  or  whispered  or  hbited.  You  can  rely  on 
all  the  protection  I  can  give  you  and  I  fancy  it  will  suffice. 
2f  there  is  any  other  fool  about  let  him  take  notice.'* 

He  spoke  loudly,  so  as  to  be  audible  to  everjwe  of  tbs 
gathering. 
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I  itsnd  uunb,  ponied,  almoat  dased. 

"Bnt,"  I  blurted  out,  "why  did  he  trj  to  kill  nwiF  Why 
should  «&y<me  want  to  kill  me?" 

"You  doc't  know  Umbris,  lad,"  spoke  the  ViUieiu,  iodol- 
gentl;.  "Many  eyes  in  addition  to  thoee  of  the  toanuten 
and  beast-wardens  beheld  yoa  on  Selinoa,  galloping  your 
fastest  northwards  along  the  highroad.  Many  saw  you  torn 
Selinus  up  the  crossroad  the  viarU  had  taken.  Ifany  saw 
their  officer  on  Selinos  when  the  cavalrymen  charged  down 
ibe  highroad  and  scattered  the  bandits.  Many  saw  you 
afoot  among  the  infantrymen  when  th^  tnmed  from  the 
crossroad  into  the  hi^way  and  as  they  double-quicked 
down  it  Every  partisan  of  the  outlaws  blames  yoa  for 
their  diactanfiture,  and  r^arda  yon  as  a  detestable  traitor, 
many  a  ose  is  looking  for  such  a  chance  at  you  as  Tiro  thought 
he  saw.  I'll  give  you  a  body-guard  of  men  I  can  trust,  for 
thQ  rest  of  this  beast-catching  job.  But  keep  a  bri^t  look- 
oQt,  yourself.  You  may  need  all  your  own  strength  and 
quickness  to  save  yourself." 

The  strain  of  this  surprise  and  anxie^  was  a  hundredfold 
as  trying  as  the  moet  counting  beast-q^^bing.    I  felt  it 

I  felt  it  more  aft^  a  second  similar  attempt  that  very 
afternoon.  I  had  threaded  a  dense  patch  of  undergrowth, 
approached  a  lurking  leopard,  caught  her  and  led  her  out 
of  the  thicket,  led  her  almost  to  her  waiting  cage.  By  this 
time  our  helpers  were  so  used  to  seeing  me  cage  lions,  pan- 
thers, leopards  and  tigers  that  they  no  longer,  as  at  first, 
hovered  at  a  distance,  gai»ng  at  me  as  I,  completely  alone 
with  my  catch,  led  it  towards  its  cage,  set  ready  by  its 
wagon,  f nan  which  the  team  had  been  loosed  and  removed : 
no  longer  drew  off  some  yards  beyond  the  cage  and  vngon 
and  stood  ready  for  instant  flight  if  my  capture  escaped  me; 
they  now  merely  drew  aside  as  I  approached  and  opened  a 
lane  for  me  and  my  charge^  no  more  afraid  than  if  I  had 
been  leading  a  calf. 

As  I  drew  near  the  cage,  my  mind  intent  on  the  leopaid 
and  my  ^yes  on  the  open  cage  door  and  its  fastenings,  a  slave 
itf  one  of  the  so^bcning  farmera  dashed  at  me,  sbeath-^Dife 
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uplifted.  He  came  from  mj  left  side,  from  a  littls  behind 
me.  I  whirled  roimd  to  face  Mm,  poUin^  the  leopard  round 
ron^hlj,  BO  tbftt  she  aiiarled.  I  let  her  go.  She  wts  face  to 
face  with  m;  reckless  assailant  and  thej  were  dose  together. 
She  gave  one  joyfal,  gloating,  triumphant  aqoall  and  one 
might;  leap.  Her  daws  sank  into  bis  riionlders,  her  long 
white  fangs  met,  horridly  crunching,  in  his  throat,  and  she 
bore  him  to  the  earth  where  she  crondied  flat  on  him,  greedily 
gulping  his  blood. 

The  byBtanders  fairly  fell  orer  backwards  in  their  paidc 
as  they  scattered.  I  stood  by  the  leopard,  and  when  she  had 
eihansted  the  supply  of  hot  blood,  succeeded  in  caging  her; 
but  dropped  limp  on  tiie  earth  once  I  had  fastened  her  in 
her  cage,  for  a  beast  of  prey  which  had  just  tasted  human 
blood  was  a  ward  with  which  I  had  felt  Tety  uncertain  of 
'  being  able  to  cope. 

After  that  no  one  attempted  to  moleet  me  while  out  catd- 
ing  the  escaped  beasts.  But  the  night  before  ray  last  day 
of  beast^catdiing,  as  I  lay  abed  very  fast  asleep  at  a  villa 
fully  ten  milee  from  the  Imperial  villa  where  I  belonged,  I 
became  gradually  aware  of  some  noises,  then  slowly  I  wak- 
ened. There  was  a  fight  going  oa  at  my  door.  Soon  after 
I  got  out  of  bed  our  host  and  my  master,  the  Ftlltctu,  cune 
with  a  li^t  and  three  or  four  slaves.  The  light  revealed 
one  of  my  f  ellow-slBves  flat  on  his  back  and  another  throttling 
him.  A  dagger  lay  cm  Hm  floor.  Evidently  the  one  had 
saved  me  fnun  the  other. 

lAte  next  afternoon,  far  up  in  the  hills  near  Helvillnm,  I 
caught  and  caged  the  last  hyena.  These,  being  smaller  and 
more  cowardly  than  the  nobler  animals,  -wen  harder  to  locate. 
It  was  after  sunset  when  we  reached  the  villa  where  we  found 
the  procurator  in  charge  of  the  beast-train ;  and  along  with 
him  and  his  men  were  welcomed  and  entertained. 

After  our  bath  and  a  lavish  dinner  the  VUUom  ezdianged 
a  few  whispered  words  with  onr  host  and  then  he  and  I  had 
a  long  oonfevenee  atone.  He  explained  that  my  life  was  in 
danger,  not  only  from  local  friends  of  Bulla  and  pariiBans 
of  ^'  Emg  of  tiie  Highwaymra  who  all  not  merely  r^^arded 


FELIX  MS 

-  me  vith  clet«Btation  uid  liatred  u  a  tnitor  but  fOBpectod 
me  of  being  a  goTenunest  sp^,  bat  also  from  the  King  of 
tlte  Highwaymen  himself,  who  vaa  certain  to  be  informed 
by  Bulla  of  how  thej  had  been  discomfited  and  who  bad  A 
long  arm  and  countleas  capable  and  intr^d  agents.  He  waa 
of  the  opinion  that  the  three  attempts  at  assassination  wbieh 
I  bad  escaped  were  a  mere  beginning.  He  was  emphatic  that 
I  conld  not  remain  on  the  Imperial  estate  and  snrriTe  many 
days.    He  advised  me  strongly  not  to  retom  to  the  villa. 

Then  he  tcdd  m«  that  the  procurator  of  the  beast-^traln 
had  sent  to  Rome  by  an  Imperial  courier,  whom  he  had 
managed  to  intercept  at  a  change-station,  a  letter  aettiiig 
forth  my  powers  over  fierce  animals  and  addng  that  an 
order  be  sent  for  my  transfer  from  the  horse-breeding  estate 
to  the  Beast  BaiTBtJcs  attached  to  the  Colossenm,  where  the 
animals  are  boused  from  tbeir  arrival  in  Borne,  nntil  their 
display  in  the  arena;  that  this  letter  had  come  into  the 
bands  of  the  same  oEBcials  who  already  had  under  omaidera- 
tion  the  reqoiflition  for  me  made  by  the  procarator  in  charge 
of  the  Beast  Barracks ;  that  somehow  these  same  <^3ciala  ^>- 
peared  to  know  nothing  of  my  identity  with  the  alare  who 
had  foiled  the  conspirators  who  were  fomenting  a  mntiny 
in  the  ergattulvm  at  Nuceria,  and  for  whose  manntmasion  a 
reqnest  had  been  made  by  the  aldermen  of  that  town,  and 
indeed  appeared  to  know  nothing'  of  any  such  roqneat  for 
mannmission;  that  a  requisition  for  my  transfer  from  the 
horse-breeding  estate  to  the  Beast-Barracks  at  Borne  had  been 
made  out,  approved  by  the  higher  ofBcials,  sealed,  stamped 
and  sent  ont  by  an  Imperial  courier  and  received  that  very 
afternoon  by  the  procorator  of  t^e  beast-train,  who  conse- 
quently had  authority  to  take  me  to  Bome  with  him  as  one 
of  the  attendants  on  the  animals  of  his  train,  which  wm 
sow  again  in  order,  I  having  lecaged  all  the  four  hundred 
eBCft[>ed  tKasts,  except  five  hyenas,  one  panther  and  one  lion 
which  had  beai  killed  by  stock-ownera  and  tiieir  slaves  witUe 
attaddng  stock. 

The  VUlieus  went  on  to  say  that  this  fell  out  very  advan- 
tageously for  me^  in  hie  opinion.    He  advised  me  not  oolj 
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to  go  with  the  piocnntoi  without  demur,  but  to  artange  with 
him  that  I  diop  the  name  of  Felix  and  adopt  wme  other. 
Ha  pointed  oat  that,  ii  it  waa  known  that  Felix  the  Horse- 
wiangler  of  Umbria  had  gone  to  Bome  as  Felix  the  Beast- 
TanuT,  then  the  King  of  the  Hi^wajmen  would  be  able 
without  difficulty  to  trace  me  and  set  on  me  his  ruthJeas 
agents  until  one  of  them  asBaseinated  me. 

I  felt  that  he  was  right  The  danger  to  my  former  aelf 
as  Andivins  Hedolio,  implicated  in  a  ctmspiracy  against 
Coear,  appeared  now  far  off  and  nnimportuit,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  secret  serrice  might  etill  be  keen  to  catdi 
me  and  the  hue  and  cry  ont  after  me  from  the  Alpa  to 
Bh^inm;  the  danger  to  my  present  aelf  from  the  enmity 
of  Bulla,  of  his  ruffians,  of  their  partisans  in  Umbria,  of 
their  Chief,  the  King  of  the  Hi^waymen,  whoever  he  might 
be,  appeared  close  and  menacing.  A  change  of  name  would 
make  it  impossible  for  Tanno  and  Yedia  to  cany  out  her 
plan  for  my  manumission  by  the  fitaa,  my  dande^ine  jouz^ 
ney  to  Brottinm  and  my  comfortable  and  unsuspected  seclu- 
aion  there  until  some  other  prince  sncceeded  our  present 
Eoqieror.  I  had  grasped  eagerly  at  the  thought  of  this 
plan  and  had  built  much  on  it.  But  I  realized  that  Bulla's 
admirers  or  the  agents  of  the  King  of  the  Hi^waymen  would 
make  an  end  of  me  long  before  Vedia's  influence  could  obtain 
my  mannmiaaion ;  and  that,  if  she  did  accomplish  all  she 
expected,  I  could  never  hope  to  escape  the  vigilance  of  the 
t^acioua  and  expert  puiBoera  who  would  inevitably  dog 
my  footsteps. 

I  thought  the  advice  of  the  YiUicut  good.  I  regretted 
that  I  was  not  to  say  farewell  to  Sq)tima;  she  deserved  a 
moat  fervent  expreesioa  of  my  esteem,  gratitude  regard 
and  good  wishes ;  but,  after  my  encounter  with  Yedia,  Sep- 
tima  seemed  of  very  little  importance.  I  had  my  amulet- 
bag  on  its  thong  about  my  neck  and  my  coin-belt  about  my 
waist  I  agreed  to  go  with  the  {nocurator  and  thanked  the 
VUliaus  for  his  solicitude  for  me,  for  his  good  t^cea  and 
for  his  advice. 

He  said  that  it  would  be  best  that  he  should  not  kngtw 
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wbit  name  I  meant  to  adopt.  AIu  he  aaid  that,  if  I  wat 
to  escape  the  venifeance  of  the  King  of  the  Highvaymen, 
it  Toald  be  imperative  that  I  be  thought  dead;  he  would 
give  out  that  I  had  been  killed  by  one  of  my  fellov-alavea 
^d  everybody  would  assume  that  I  had  perished  at  the 
hands  of  some  partisan  of  the  outlaws ;  Bulla  and  the  King 
of  the  Highwaymen  would  feel  their  animosity  satiated. 

I  reflected  that  whereas  news  of  my  supposed  assassination 
iroQld  fill  Vedia  with  grief  and  would  probably,  after  her 
grief  abated,  leave  her  feeling  free  to  many,  yet,  if  a  false 
report  of  my  death  was  not  spread  abroad,  a  g«iuine  report 
of  my  acttul  death  soon  would  be.  It  wss  a  diolce  betweeo 
•  lesser  and  a  greater  evil.    I  acquiesced. 

I  then  ventured  to  ask  him  if  he  knew  anything  u  to  hoW' 
tar  tile  brigands  had  succeeded  in  spite  of  my  intervention 
and  how  far  they  had  failed  because  of  it.  He  told  me  that 
they  had  effected  their  escape  with  the  propretor's  coin- 
chests,  the  proprstor,  and  the  procurator  and  had  carried 
off  the  widow's  maid  by  mistake  for  the  widow,  on  account 
of  her  clever  device  of  changing  clothes  with  her  mistress. 

Also  that  Vedia  had  ajmous<»d  that  she  would  pay  a  large 
vansom  for  her  maid. 

I  then  felt  safe  to  ask  what  had  be«Hne  of  Vedia,  her  name 
being  known  from  her  advertisemenl  He  said  she  had  pro- 
cured horses  and  mules  and  had  returned  to  Borne,  wffT^fljng 
tip  agents  from  Nuceria  to  negotiate  with  the  bandits,  rescue 
Lydia  and  pay  her  ransom. 

The  next  day,  at  dawn,  I  set  off  with  tha  brast-train,  rid- 
ing by  the  procurator.  He  and  I  and  the  VHUeiu  had  had 
a  talk.    Aft^  the  VUlicua  left  my  name  was  Featoa. 

I  asked  the  procurator  what  had  become  of  the  bullion 
«i  account  of  which  the  brigands  had  routed  oat  the  cages. 
He  laughed  and  asked  whether  I  bad  noted  anything  pecn- 
liar  in  the  handling  of  the  cages  while  I  was  returning  their 
contents  to  them.  I  aaid  I  had  noticed  that  the  loUeri 
la^ed  to  the  wagons  were  never  nsed,  but  fresh-cut  roUsn 
eadi  time  a  cage  was  taken  off  a  wagon  or  put  back  tn. 

He  United  again. 
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'*Yaa  c&n  txmjcctnra  tlwn>"  b«  said,  "why  the  onti«W8  got 
no  gzain  of  the  dust,  let  slone  any  angget:  six  hondred 
lollraa,  even  with  very  moderate  holea  boied  into  half  of 
them,  would  hold  more  baUi<Hi  than  the  procoratca-  was 
oon\ojiag." 

I  laughed  also. 

"I  suppose,"  I  said,  "it  could  not  be  told  which  roUezB 
were  bored  out  and  might  cruah  if  used." 

"Jnat  80 1"  said  he. 

We  jonm^ed  to  Borne  with  u  much  huny  as  ooold  be 
made  by  audi  a  beaat-traia,  which  waa  very  akwly  for  naea 
on  good  horses.  We  stade  excursioiiB  up  crosBroads,  idled 
at  inns,  were  entertained  at  TiUaa  and  I  decidedly  enjoyed 
the  beginning  of  my  life  as  Festus  the  Beast-Tamer.  We 
were  fourteen  full  days  on  the  load. 

I  had  time  to  meditate  <m  the  fifth  fulfillment  of  tiie 
I»ophec7  of  the  Aemilian.  SibjL  Alao  I  had  time  to  oBer 
two  white  bena  to  Mercury  at  Noceria,  ai  Spolitum,  at  Into- 
aanis,  at  21'anua  and  at  Ocriculum. 

Towards  sunset  just  before  our  last  nighfs  halt  out  of 
the  city,  from  a  hilltop  on  the  highw^,  I  had  a  gloriooa 
view  of  Borne  bathed  in  mellow  ev^ng  sunli^t,  much  aa 
I  had  viewed  it  when  I  came  down  the  same  hif^uoad  with 
Ae  mutineers  from  Britain.  As  always  this  unsurpassable 
lij^t  filled  me  with  intense  emotions. 

We  entered  Borne,  of  course,  by  the  Flaniiniau  Qate  and 
at  dawn.  Before  sunrise  I  was  in  the  great  mass  of  buildinga 
variously  known  aa  the  Choragium,  the  Theroiheca,  the 
Animal  Mansions  and  the  Beast-Barracks.  These  were 
mostly  of  many  stories,  the  ground-level  used  for  the  beasts, 
the  second  floor  for  their  keepers  and  attendants,  the  cage- 
cleaners,  the  overseers,  and  the  rest  of  the  army  of  men 
who  cared  for  the  animals,  and  the  upper  floors  utilized  as 
Etore-rooms  for  all  sorts  of  weapons,  armor,  costumes,  im- 
I^ementa  and  apparatus  used  in  and  for  the  spectacles] 
aworda,  spears,  arrows,  shields,  helmeta,  breast-plates,  corse- 
lets, kiitBt  gteaves,  boots,  cloaks,  tunics,  pole^  rope,  pall^ib> 
windtea,  jack-screws,  derricks,  wagons,  cast!*  and  the  like- 
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The  jmoble  oif  bnildiiigB  was  widiont  on;  lort  of  geoenl 
plan.  Apparently  a  courtTird  and  the  rtractnieB  ^ot  it 
had  been  fonnd  necesaary  for  housing  the  besets  and  th^ 
attendants  and  had  been  bought  by  the  manageoient  of  the 
ColoBsenm.  When  it  was  overtaxed^  as  the  number  ti  tni- 
toals  exhibited  increased,  an  adjacent  proper^  hod  been 
acquired  and  annexed.  So  the  Choraginm  had  been  created 
and  extended  till  it  now  covered  taaoj  acree  and  had  man; 
conrtTBrds,  all  arcaded  on  all  sides.  Under  the  arcades 
irere  set  as  many  cages  as  they  could  accommodate;  vben 
ttn  beasts  were  too  nnmerons  f<n  their  cages  to  be  all  under 
the  arcadee  some  were  stood  out  in  the  courtyards. 

I  was  comfortably  housed  in  li^t,  airy,  roomy,  clean  and 
well-fomiflhed  quarters  on  one  of  the  biggest  conrfyaxda. 
Ftran  dawn  after  my  first  ni^t^s  sleep  there  I  was  busy 
qoelling  ncious  beasts  so  their  cages  could  be  cleaned ;  keep- 
hig  others  quiet  while  the  beast-surgeons  dressed  wounds  in- 
flicted by  their  captors  or  keepers  or  sores  caused  by  their 
confinement;  inducing  others  to  swallow  the  remedies  the 
animal-doctors  thought  good  for  them;  leading  beasts  out 
of  their  cages  into  others;  and  so  on. 

Before  I  had  been  a  full  day  at  my  duties  the  procurator 
of  the  Beast-Barracks  complimented  m^  declared  that  I  was 
his  very  ideal  of  just  the  kind  of  man  he  had  always  needed 
and  wanted,  averred  that  I  was  already  indispensable  and 
rowed  that  he  could  not  concuve  bow  he  or  the  Choragium 
had  ever  gotten  on  without  me.  Within  a  very  few  days  he 
came  to  my  quarters  and  said : 

"I  want  yon  to  be  contented  here.  I  won't  listen  to  a 
word  hinting  at  your  leaving.  Otherwise  I'll  do  all  I  can 
to  gratify  every  vrish  of  yours  not  inconsistent  vrith  your 
contisuing  here  and  keeping  up  as  jTou  have  begun.  Of 
course,  within  a  few  days  now,  yonll  have  so  such  rush  of 
all-day  toil  as  you  have  been  having.  You  have  been  doing 
is  the  past  few  days  all  the  left-over  jobs  which  should  have 
be^  attended  to  since  warm  weather  began.  Once  you  get 
'  dear  of  legadea  from  the  past  yonit  find  a  day's  -work  can 
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be  d(ma  in  much  Urn  than  a  itj  and  will  nritiier  azhanit 
sor  Teory  yoo.  Nor  irtiAt  can  I  do  to  make  yon  as  com- 
fortable oa  poMiUflP" 

He  had  sat  down  and  had  motioned  ma  to  ba  seated  alMX 
I  Tominated. 

'Tn  the  fint  place/'  I  eaid,  ^  do  not  mnt  to  be  made 
to  ahow  off  in  the  arena  before  aodienoea.  I  am  willing  to 
ttiiMi  yninmln  and  to  keep  oil  tH"''"g  auimala,  but  I  do  not 
want  to  be  forced  to  display  my  powers  before  the  populace 
and  the  nobility.  Senate  and  court  I  hun  the  most  power- 
ful antipathy  to  being  compelled  to  become  a  perfoimer  aa 
part  of  «  public  spec^cle." 

"Set  your  mind  at  rest,"  he  said.  "I  gire  my  pledge  that, 
nnlees  my  authority  ia  overridden,  yon  shall  not  take  part 
in  public  epectadee  except  that  you  may  often  have  to  enter 
the  arena  to  kad  out  ferocioue  beaete  which  are  not  to  be 
killed  or  which  the  Emperor,  or  some  of  the  courtiers,  een- 
ators,  nobles  or  populace  have  taken  a  fancy  to  fw  some  die- 
jday  of  courage  or  craft  and  have  ordered  spared.  The  drir- 
ing  into  a  cage  or  out  of  a  postern  of  such  a  beast  is  gen- 
erally an  irritating  matter,  delaying  the  spectacle  and  often 
calling  for  the  use  of  as  many  as  a  hundred  muscular,  agile 
and  bold  attendants.  I  perceive  that  you  can  do  alone, 
quickly  and  easily,  what  a  large  gang  of  eager  men  has 
often  takoi  a  long  time  to  accomplish.  Often  they  have  to 
kill  a  recalcitrant  beast.  I  feel  that  I  need  yoo  tot  this 
and  I  trust  that  yon  are  willing." 

"Entirely,"  I  answered. 

"Good!"  said  he,  and  resumed: 

"Now,  what  is  your  next  point?" 

"In  the  second  place,"  I  said,  "I  do  not  want  to  be  peatered 
with  visitore;  nobles  or  wealthy  idlers  who  take  a  fancy  to 
me  and  think  they  are  conferring  a  favor  on  me  by  intruding 
on  me  and  wasting  my  time  with  their  inquisitive  qnestaoos 
and  patronizing  remarks.  In  particular  I  have  a  horror  of 
the  kind  of  women  who  have  a  fad  for  molesting  with  their 
attentions  singers,  actors,  ^diators,  beaat^figfaters,  chariot* 
een  and  so  on;  if  (me  of  than  geti  after  me  and  the  infeo* 
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tioa  Bprads  to  more  I  abaH  find  life  hen  in  Borne  altogetber 
nnoi^urible. 

*^  speak  feelingly  (I  thought  it  inoper  to  lie  like  e  Gredt, 
if  necenar;,  in  a  dtaatioD  like  mine).  Where  I  wee  before 
I  saffered  ^m  the  sttentionB  of  enthusiastic  adminn  end 
I  have  had  ell  I  want  of  it  and  far  more;  enoo^  to  laat 
half  a  dozen  lifetimea." 

"FeetuB,"  said  the  procaraior,  "where  were  70a  before?" 
*^  yon  had  seen  my  back,"  1  eaid*  '^ou  wooldnH  upeet 
me  to  tell  yon." 

**I  don't  expect  yon  to  teU  me,"  he  lattghed,  '%nt  I  could 
sot  help  asking;  yon  are  such  a  wonder  that  I  am  tormented 
vith  the  desire  to  know  all  tboat  yon,  not  merely  where  yon 
came  from  and  how  yoo  got  into  the  ergattvium  at  Nnceria. 
But  I  shall  not  press  yon  tor  any  information  abont  yonr- 
aeU.  Keep  yoor  own  escrets  as  long  as  yon  are  willing  to 
ynA  minuJee  for  me. 

'^  don't  want  to  see  yoor  back ;  without  seeing  it  I  may 
■ay  that  if  any<aie  ill-treated  yon  he  was  an  amariag  fooL 
Tod  shall  not  be  fiogged  here,  nor  ill^nsed  in  any  way.  Ill 
take  all  the  measures  in  my  power  to  ensure  that  no  visitori 
bother  you  and  that  you  are  protected  not  only  from  genuine 
sporting  nobles  but  still  more  from  the  silly  loungers  who 
think  it  adds  to  tiieir  importance  to  make  the  acquaintance 
of  all  persiHis  of  public  reputation.  Eqtedally  111  bare  yon 
guarded  from  intrusiTe  fine  ladies." 
"What  next?" 

*^  want  plenty  of  the  best  fruit,"  I  said  boldly. 
Toull  get  all  you  can  eat  of  whatever  the  markets  affffrd,** 
he  said,  "and  understand  right  here  that  111  indulge  yon  to 
any  extent  in  anything  relating  to  yoor  food  or  wine,  as 
long  as  yon  keep  sober.  Similarly  yon  can  hare  anything 
yon  ask  for  in  the  way  of  extra  clothing  or  beddiog  or  fui^ 
niahings  for  your  quarters.  If  you  don't  like  the  slaTo 
detailed  to  wait  on  you  111  have  another  put  in  his  place 
end  keep  on  changing  till  you  get  one  to  snit  you. 

"^ou  are  to  be  indulged  and  pampered  in  ereiy  way  ia 
a^  power,  except  that  I  mean  to  keep  you  hard  at  wud^ 
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luig  houri  Mcb  d»7,  it  Uu  ogn,  vhenevflr  it  ii  Tmn—Tj.* 
I  thanlced  hiis  aod  agreed  to  do  m;  best  to  please  him. 
Not  nuLsy  days  later,  aa  he  had  foretold,  my  work  becuae 
leaa  continnoiu  and  less  burdensome.  Soon  afterwards  I 
Mttled  into  a  sort  of  daily  routine  vbich  occupied  me,  but 
did  not  wear  me  out  and  which  often  left  me  not  a  little 
free  time. 

I  found  that  I  waa  entirely  fiee  to  go  and  come  ••  I 
{leased,  when  oot  occijipied.  I  did  go  to  the  Temple  of 
Ifotsury  and  offer  two  white  hens  bought  in  the  Forma 
Boariom,  as  Z  bad  done  iriien  in  tbe  City  with  Katemns. 
Otherwiae  I  kept  pretty  close  for  more  than  a  month.  I 
feared  to  be  recognized  as  myself  by  some  secret-so^dce 
Ofmt;  I  feared  almost  as  much  to  be  identified  as  Felix 
the  Horse-Tamer  by  some  henchman  of  the  Eiog  of  the 
Hi^wBymec  I  wanted  to  try  to  commtmicate  with  Vedia, 
but  tbe  more  I  pondered  on  how  to  do  so  tbe  more  I  mm 
only  betrayal,  recognition  and  death  aa  tbe  probaUe  lemlti 
of  every  plan  I  deviaed. 
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DOIQCILED  in  the  Choragium  and  busy  there  and  to 
the  Colosseum  I  spent  ahnoat  a  year.  Until  the  ap- 
proach of  winter  pat  a  stop  to  spectacles  in  the  arena  and 
after  the  ontaet  of  sjaing  permitted  their  resnmptim,  I  was 
not  only  continaoaaly  busy,  but  raitirely  coDieoted.  Of  the 
dreary  and  tedious  winter  betve^i,  which  waa  int^isely  dis- 
lariting  and  appeared  interminable,  the  less  I  My  the  better. 
I  do  not  want  to  remind  myself  of  it. 

I  was  of  course  free  from  the  bodily  miseries  -vbicb  had 
made  my  winters  at  Flacentia  and  Naceria  aa  terrible :  I  did 
ttpt  suffer  from  cold,  hnng^,  vermin,  sleeplesBness,  overwo^ 
tgbmsUoa,  weakneaiv  blows  and  obsse.    I  waa,  on  tin  con* 
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ttuj,  omnlortablj  lodged  and  cloUwd,  wdl  attended,  Uvidil; 

tad  ezoellently  fed  and  humored  by  the  prcxnmtor. 

But  at  Placentia  and  Nuceria  I  had  golaced  mysdf  amid 
the  horror  of  my  eitnation  hy  remiadiDg  myeeU  tiiat  I  was, 
at  leasts  alive,  and,  as  long  a«  I  vaa  in  an  «rgaatvlum,  «jtirely 
mi9  from  any  danger  of  being  recognized  and  executed.  Here, 
in  Btnne,  often  in  tiie  arena,  imder  the  eyes  of  aixt;  tjiotuand 
Bomans,  thonaanda  of  whom  had  known  me  in  my  prosperity 
and  hnndreds  of  whom  had  known  me  familiarly  f nmi  my 
childhood,  I  was,  every  ingtant,  is  peril  of  recognition  and 
d  betrayal  to  the  secnt  service.  While  I  was  actoally  in  the 
arena  I  was  ao  busy  or  so  exhilarated  by  my  participation  in 
the  most  magnificent  spectacle  on  earth  that  I  never  worried 
a  mcmieot.  I  seldom  worried  while  I  was  occnpied  with  any 
ot  my  dutiea  in  the  Colocseum  or  Choragium,  although  I  knew 
I  was  very  liaUe  to  recognition,  for  th«  passages  and  vanlts 
«f  the  ColoBSenm  and  the  courtyards  of  the  Choragium  were 
habitually  visited  by  men  of  sporting  tastes;  gentlemen, 
'areelthy  idlers,  noblemen,  senators,  courtiers,  even  the  Em- 
peror himself.  I  was,  in  my  intellect,  consdous  of  my  dan- 
ger; bnt,  while  I  was  occupied,  it  did  not  perturb  my  feelings. 

Daring  the  idlen^  of  the  long  winter  my  peril  did  rob 
tne  of  sleep,  of  appetite  and  of  peace  of  mind.  I  had  con* 
tionally  to  devise  azcuaes  for  remaining  in  my  lodginge,  for 
declining  invitations  to  banquets,  for  keeping  to  myself.  I 
dreaded  that  the  procurator  himsdf  was  growing  euspicioDS 
<rf  me.  He  had,  in  the  kindness  of  his  heart,  thrown  in  my 
way  offers  of  opportunities  for  outings,  for  diversions,  for  en- 
tertainments, which  any  man  in  my  situation  might  have  been 
expected  to  accept  with  alacrity.  Hy  refusals,  I  felt,  might 
flet  him  to  thinking.  He  was  entirely  loyal  to  the  Emperor 
and  the  govemmait  If  the  idea  ever  crossed  his  mind  he 
would,  at  once,  have  reported  to  the  secret  service  that  it 
would  be  well  to  take  a  look  at  Festna  the  Beast-Tamer ;  he 
might  be  otbor  than  he  appeared.  The  anxiety  caused  by 
theee  thoughts  preyed  upon  my  mind. 

Without  reason,  apparently.  The  procnrator,  as  I  lode 
ba^  ua  that  deadly  winter,  seems  to  have  accepted  all  aj 


4M  ANBIVIUS  HEDULIO 

peculiarities  wiUiont  question.  If  I  woold  renuin  eontoit 
snd  quell  obetr^wroos  beasts  vheu  spring  opened  as  I  had 
until  antomn  ushered  in  irinter,  I  might  do  and  be  anjihiiif 
I  pleased.  If  I  pleased  to  mope  in  my  quarters,  pace  under 
the  arcades  of  the  comi^ard,  lie  abed  ttom  early  dusk  till 
after  sunrise,  what  mattered  that  to  him  ?  Such,  apparent^, 
was  his  attitude  of  mind.  He  gave  orders  that  I  wa^  to  have 
my  meals  alone  in  my  quarters,  as  I  requested.  He  had 
brou^t  to  me,  from  the  librariee  of  the  Basilica  Ulpia,  most 
of  the  books  I  asked  for.  I  had  read  all  the  books  on  catch- 
ing^ faring  for,  curing,  managing,  taming  and  fitting  beasta 
which  formed  the  library  of  tiie  Chorsgium.  After  they  wa« 
exhausted  I  asked  the  procurator  for  more.  As  be  had  a 
oousin  among  the  assistant  curators  at  the  Ulpian  libraiy 
he  W8S  able  to  gratify  me.  After  I  could  learn  of  no  more 
books  on  beasts  I  took  to  comedies  and  read  Nsvioe,  all  of 
Uenander  and  Cseciliu^  and  most  of  the  best  plays  of  other 
writers  of  comedies;  then  I  turned  to  bistories,  which  I 
thought  safe,  and  spent  my  days  for  the  remainder  of  tira 
winter  sleeping  early,  long  and  late,  eating  abundant  meala 
of  good  food,  walking  miles  round  and  round  the  big  court- 
yard under  the  empty  arcades,  exercising  in  the  gymnasium  of 
the  Choragium,  steaming  and  parboiling  and  half-roasting 
myself  in  its  small  but  very  well-appointed  and  well-svred 
baths,  and,  otherwise,  read^  every  bit  of  my  dayli^t.  I 
kept  well  and  I  remained  safe,  ignored  and  unnoticed.  The 
procurator  kept  his  word  as  to  shielding  me  from  visiton^ 
and  he  said  he  had  much  ado  to  succeed,  for  the  ease  and 
certitude  with  which,  in  the  open  arena,  before  all  B(»ne,  I 
approached  a  Hon  or  tiger  which  had  just  slaughtered  a 
criminal  and  lapped  his  blood,  seized  the  beast  by  the  mane 
or  scruff  of  the  neck,  as  if  he  had  been  a  tame  dog,  and  led 
him  to  a  postern  or  into  his  cage,  roused  much  interest,  much 
coriosily,  many  enquiries  and  not  a  little  desire  to  see  me 
closer,  question  me,  talk  with  me,  get  acquainted  with  nu 
and  leazn  the  secret  of  my  power. 

I  thanked  the  porcurator  for  his  resolution  and  success 
in  rebuffing  would-be  patrons  eager  to  pamper  me.     Alat^ 
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aU  wiBtar,  I  dreaded  that  he  iroold  be  leas  luclcy  or  kea 
adamantine  when  spring  came. 

Thos  psned  my  fonrth  winter  since  my  disaster. 

I  mi^t  have  been  spared  mach  of  my  anxiety  donng 
the  winter  if  I  had  learned  sooner  that  sncti  aloofness  as 
mine  was  no  novelty  to  the  procurator,  that  he  had,  among 
his  most  valued  sabordinatcs,  a  man  eren  more  unsociable 
than  I,  and  even  more  hi^ly  esteemed  and  more  sednloosfy 
pampered.  This  was  the  celebrated  and  regretted  Spaniard, 
Jfercablis,  who,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  was  accorded 
Itj  the  Choraginm  a  home  of  his  own,  a  retinne  of  serranta 
and  the  fnlfiiUment  of  every  whim,  of  wliich  the  chief  was  his 
determination  to  have  as  little  u  possible  to  do  with  any 
human  being  aoept  his  wife  and  their  three  childroi,  for 
he  was  not  a  slave,  bnt  a  freeman.  In  his  way  Hercablis  was 
as  celebrated  as  Felix  Bulla  the  brigand  or  Agyllins  Septen- 
irio  the  KcttHT  of  mimes,  and  the  memory  of  his  fame  yet 
lingers  in  the  recollections  of  the  aged  and  in  the  talk  of 
their  childroi  and  grandchildren.  For  it  was  Uercablia 
who,  for  half  a  life-time,  invented,  rehearsed,  and  kept  secret 
till  the  moment  of  its  display  the  noon-honr  sensational  ani^ 
prise  for  each  day  of  games  in  the  Coloeeenm. 

I  have,  in  my  later  years,  met  many  persons  who  con- 
gratulated me  on  my  Inck  in  having  personally  known  and 
freqnently  talked  with  Hercablis,  jaet  as  many  have  similarly 
envied  me  my  enconnters  with  Felix  Bnlla.  For  myself  I 
hare  never  plnmed  myself  on  such  features  of  my  adventures, 
thon^  they  are  not  nnpleasing  to  recall. 

When,  in  the  spring  of  the  next  year,  while  Fusdanna  and 
Silanns  were  consnls,  I  came  to  know  Mercablis  and  to  con- 
eider  him,  I  arrived  at  ^e  conclusion  that  his  inclinatioa 
for  solitude  and  bis  aloofness  were  not  the  result  of  any 
dread  of  strangers  or  of  any  need  for  seclusion,  like  mine, 
bat  the  product  of  a  disposition  naturally  chnrliah,  crabbed 
and  nnsocial. 

Habituated  as  the  procurator  had  been  to  Uercablis  and 
his  loathing  for  strangers,  my  desire  for  privacy  had  s 
to  him  aa  a  matter  of  conna. 
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Beaolate  m  MercaUlB  was  to  be  let  alone,  he  wax  enormoiuly 
vain  and  eelf-conceited  and  pnfled  up  irith  his  convictioa 
of  hia  ovn  importance.  Be  never  etniled,  but  some  sabtla 
siteratios  in  hia  countenance  betrayed  that  any  flatten 
pleased  him. 

He  TU  a  tall,  iqiare,  bcmy  man,  with  a  dry,  brown,  lestheiy 
flldn,  lean  1^  and  amu,  a  stringy  neck,  almost  no  chin,  s 
booked  noee,  deep  set  little  greeay-gray  eyes  and  intensefy 
black,  harsh,  stiff,  early  hair  and  very  bushy  eyebrows.  Ha 
wore  old,  worn,  faded  garments  and  stalked  about  as  if  the 
fate  of  tiie  uniTerse  depoided  on  him. 

Certainly  he  nerer  failed  to  anrprise  all  Borne  when  the 
time  came  for  his  novelty  to  bo  displayed.  Every  one  which 
I  saw,  ^tber  earlier  when  Z  was  myself  or  while  in  the 
Choragium  as  Festos  tba  Beast>WiiBrd  or  later,  justified  the  . 
claim  of  Mercablis  to  being  the  most  original-minded  eeo- 
sation-deviser  ever  known  in  the  Colosseum  or  elsewhere. 

One  of  his  utterly  nnpredictabld  sarprisee  recors  oftoi  to 
my  recollection. 

It  was  a  hot  July  day  and,  during  the  noon  pause,  the  ven- 
dors of  cooling  drinks  did  a  good  businees  among  tiie  6peo< 
tators  of  the  upper  tiers.  To  the  riag-npe  round  Uie  op^ung 
in  the  awning,  over  tiie  middle  of  the  aroia,  had  been  f  astoied 
a  big,  strong,  pulley  block.  One  of  the  li^test  and  most 
agile  of  the  awning^boys  bung  by  his  hands  from  the  radial 
rope  stretched  from  nearest  that  pulley,  worked  out  to  it, 
sat  on  it,  rove  through  it  a  light  cord  which  he  carried  coiled 
at  his  waist,  and  worked  back  abng  the  radial  rope,  leaving 
the  cord  trailing  from  the  pulley-wheel  to  the  sand  ot  the 
arena.  By  means  of  the  cord  the  arena-slaves  rove  throu^ 
the  pulley  first  a  light  rope,  then  a  very  strong  one. 

The  end  of  this  rope  they  fastened  to  an  iron  ring,  from 
which  hung  four  stoat  chains,  three  of  them  of  equal  length, 
each  about  thirty  feet,  whose  lower  ends,  at  points  predsdy 
equidistant  from  each  other,  were  fastened  to  a  big  itoo. 
hoop  ell  of  twenty-four  feet  across.  From  the  hoop  bung  ail 
tighter  chains,  like  the  fourth  chain  which  hung  from  tha 
ring.    As  the  six  were  fastened  to  the  hoop  either  where  one 
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of  tiifl  upper  chaiiiB  ended  or  exactly  between  two  of  tiieni 
each  of  the  dz  was  preciself  twelve  feet  from  those  on  either 
side  of  it  and  from  the  center  chain  banging  from  the  ring. 
fFhe  hoop  hnng  perfectly  level  and  each  of  the  seven  chains, 
about  thirty  feet  below  the  level  of  the  hoop,  had  hnng  to  it  ao 
iron  disk,  a  yard  or  more  across,  hanging  by  a  ring-bolt  in 
its  center  and  perfectly  leveL  From  a  second  ring-bolt  in 
the  underside  of  each  disk  depended  more  of  the  same  light, 
strong  chain,  to  a  length  of  nme  thir^  feet  below  the  dida. 

I,  like  all  the  arena-slaveB  and  Choragium-slaves,  like  all 
the  spectators,  knew  that  this  apparatus  portended  some  un- 
predictable surprise ;  but  I,  like  the  others,  like  the  audience, 
gKpd  at  it,  incrednlons  and  unable  to  conjecture  what  it 
could  be  for. 

Then  arena-slaves  carried  in  and  set  down  cm.  the  aand  s 
full  hundred  feet  from  the  hoop  and  chains,  a  dozen  or  more 
wicker  crates  full  of  quacking  white  ducks  with  yellow  bills. 
They  and  the  noiae  they  made  recalled  unpleasantly  to  me 
iny  sensations  as  I  clung  to  tiie  alder  bash  immersed  in  Bran 
Brook,  after  Agathoner  and  I  had  crawled  through  the  drain 
at  YiUa  Andivia. 

Tbea  there  was  a  delay  and  I  was  called  out  to  asnst  the 
mahout  of  the  Choragium's  best  trick  elephant,  the  smallest 
fnll-grown  elephant  I  ever  saw  and  the  worst-dispositioned 
elephant  of  any  age  or  size  which  ever  I  encountered.  Wh^ 
I  and  the  mahout  had  put  him  in  a  good  humor  he  entered  the 
arena  and  stationed  himself  by  the  crates  of  quacking  ducks. 

Then  there  marched  out  into  the  arena  a  procession  of 
arena-alaves,  four  by  four,  each  four  carrying  by  two  poles  a 
atrong  cage  housing  a  big  African  ape.  These  cages  they  set 
down  each  under  one  of  the  chains  depending  from  the  hoop. 
Then  I  was  called  to  deal  with  the  baboons. 

Now  I  fear  no  beast,  but  of  all  beasts  I  most  dislike  an 
'African  ape;  These  creatures,  inhabiting  the  mountains  of 
Manretania,  Getnlia  and  the  Province  of  Africa,  are  big  as 
a  big  dog  and  have  teeth  as  long  and  cruel  as  any  big  dog. 
They  are  violent  and  treacherous.  Whereas  any  wild  beu 
or  wolf  I  ever  approached  would  ponnit  ma  to  handla  him 
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withoBt  an^T^ing  or  grorling,  em;  babocm  I  ever  had  to 

handle  made  some  sort  of  threstKung  noiw  inside  him. 
Although  nooe  ever  bit  me  or  attempted  any  attack  on  me 
yet  the  hideonaness  of  such  apes  and  their  Tile  odor  alvvTB 
made  me  timid  in  dealing  with  than. 

Each  of  these  seven  had  around  his  middle  an  iron  hoop- 
belt,  irith  a  strong  ring-bolt  in  the  back.  It  was  my  task 
to  affix  the  end  of  each  pendant  chain  to  the  ring-bolt  in  the 
belt  of  one  of  the  baboons.  This  wsa  easy  to  do,  as  each 
cage,  in  addition  to  a  door  in  one  side,  had  a  trap-door  in  its 
top ;  and  each  chain  had  &  map-hook  ringed  to  its  last  link. 
Uore  difficult  was  managing  so  that  the  apes  should  be  hauled 
np  out  of  their  cages  without  any  two  swinging  sideways 
enough  to  clutch  each  other;  for,  while  baboons  in  their  native 
haunts  hunt  in  packs,  male  baboons  not  of  the  same  pack 
always  fi^t  venomously  and  members  of  the  same  pack,  if 
aeparat«d  for  a  tim«^  are  as  hostile  to  each  other  as  males  of 
differ«it  packs. 

By  care  and  caution,  the  slaves  at  the  rope  obeying  my 
signals  promptly,  I  at  last  had  all  aevea  apes  clear  of  thor 
cages,  and  not  swinging  too  much.  Then  the  cages  were 
removed  and  the  hoop  lowered  somewhat  Then  I  steadied 
each  chain  till  none  had  any  side-ways  swing.  Each  ape 
finally  hung  on  a  level  with  every  other  ape,  and  about  two 
yards  above  the  sand  of  the  arena. 

I  say  finally,  for  it  was  at  once  manifest  why  the  disks  were 
hung  to  the  chains;  each  baboon  swarmed  up  his  chain ;  each 
got  no  hi^er  than  the  disk,  for  it  was  too  broad  for  his 
arm  to  reach  the  chain  above  it,  so  that  each  failed  to  climb 
post  it,  and,  after  some  chattering,  and  hesitation,  each 
climbed  down  his  chain  again  and  hung  by  his  belt,  every 
one  mowing  and  chattering  at  his  neighbors,  frantic  with 
hostility  and  eager  for  a  fight. 

When  all  seven  were  quiet  the  herald  proclaimed  that 
wagers  might  now  be  laid  on  the  apes,  the  survivor  of  the 
seven  to  be  the  winner.  Each  had  a  different  color  painted 
on  his  iron  ring:  blue,  green,  red,  ydlow  and  so  on.  The 
spectators  appeared  to  make  beta. 
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Then  wheo  the  arena  was  desr  between  the  defdunt  and 
like  baboons  and  bejtHid  them,  the  mahout  spoke  to  hia 
charge,  the  elephant  ineerted  his  tmnk  thnogh  the  <^>ened 
lid  of  a  crate  of  docks,  grasped  a  duck  by  the  neck,  lifted  it 
out,  ewung  it,  and  hurled  it  at  the  hanging  apee.  It  hurtled 
thiongh  the  air,  flapping  its  vings  in  rain,  and  paiaed  between 
the  baboon^  tb^  grabbing  for  it  as  it  shot  by,  it  falling  far 
bejtstd  them  on  the  sand. 

A  roar  of  appredatiTe  yells  rose  from  the  spectators. 

The  elephant  threw  another  duck  and  another.  The 
tiiird  came  within  reach  of  (me  ape.  He  seized  it  and  bit  it 
saTagely,  tearing  it  to  pieces  witii  vidona  glee.  Ita  in^Mtcfc 
■et  him  swinging. 

Duck  after  duck  waa  hurled  till  another  iMboon  can^t 
mnd  rent  another.  This  went  on  till  two  of  the  swinging 
•pea  came  within  grasping  distance  of  each  other.  At  once 
liej  grappled,  bit  each  other  and  fought  till  one  was  killed. 

It  made  a  queer  spectacle ;  the  crates  of  quacking  ducks,  the 
thin-legged,  bla(iBkinned,  torbaned  mahout,  the  wickedly 
compr^ending  little  elephant,  the  chattering  baboons,  the 
ducks  hurtling  through  the  air,  and  running  about  the  land 
all  over  the  arena,  for  many  of  them  fell  and  escaped  aliv^ 
the  yelling  spectators  ot  the  upper  tiers,  the  mildly  amoaed 
partiea  in  the  Imperial  and  senatorial  boxes,  the  blaze  of  ami 
over  eTerything. 

The  duck-throwing  waa  ctmtisued  till  only  ma  ape  t»- 
mained  aHve. 

It  was  all  very  exciting  and  so  whimncally  odd  that  it  was 
acclaimed  a  most  successful  surprise.  It  is  yet  remembered 
by  tboee  who  s&w  it  or  heard  of  it  from  them  as  the  most 
spectacular  and  peculiar  of  all  the  inventions  of  the  lamoitsd 
Mercablis. 

Of  my  experiences  while  in  the  Choragium  and  abont  the 
amphitheater  the  most  notable  were  my  opportunities  for 
obserring  Commodna  as  a  beast-fighter,  the  passion  for  the 
■port  which  possessed  him,  hia  absorption  in  it,  even  rage 
for  it,  his  unfiagging  interest  in  it,  his  untiring  pursuit  of 
it,  and  his  amazing  strength  and  astounding  skdl  in  the  we 
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'^ou  txa  oonjectnra  thai,"  b*  said,  "wh;  the  oatl»«s  got 
no  gnin  of  the  dust,  let  ftlone  uiy  nngget:  six  hoodred 
toIIns,  ereu  with  veiy  moderate  holes  boied  into  half  of 
tbem,  would  bold  mora  bnllifai  than  the  procniator  was 
conToring." 

I  lan^ied  also. 

'T.  suppose,"  I  said,  "it  coold  not  be  iiAd  which  roUeia 
irare  bweid  out  and  mi^t  cnuli  if  oaed." 

"Jnat  ao  I"  said  he. 

We  journeyed  to  Borne  with  a>  much  hurry  as  oonld  be 
made  by  audi  a  beaat-train,  which  waa  very  slowly  tot  men 
aa  good  horses.  We  made  ezcTtraiona  up  crosBTotds,  idled 
at  inns,  were  entertained  at  villas  and  I  decidedly  enjt^ad 
the  be^nning  of  my  life  as  Festus  the  Beast-Tamer.  We 
ware  fourteen  full  days  <hi  the  toad. 

I  had  time  to  meditate  on  the  fifth  fnlfiUmeot  of  the 
WDphecy  of  ilie  Aemilian  SibyL  Alao  I  had  time  to  oSw 
two  white  heoa  to  Uercury  at  Nnceria,  at  Spolitum,  at  Intef 
aamia,  at  IT^aznia  and  at  Ocricolum. 

Towards  suuet  just  before  our  last  ni^fa  halt  oat  of 
the  city,  from  a  hilltop  on  the  highway,  I  had  a  glariaoB 
■new  of  Boma  bathed  in  mellow  evening  sunlight,  much  as 
I  had  viewed  it  when  I  came  down  the  same  hij^iiioad  with 
the  mutineers  from  Britain.  As  always  this  onaurpassable 
si^t  filled  me  with  intense  ^notions. 

We  entered  Borne,  of  conrs^  by  the  Flaminion  Qate  and 
at  dawn.  Before  sunrise  I  was  in  the  great  mass  of  buildings 
variously  fcnovm  as  the  Cboragium,  the  Therotbeca,  the 
Animal  Mansions  and  the  Beast-Barracks.  These  -wen 
mostly  of  many  stories,  the  ground-level  used  for  the  beasts, 
the  second  floor  for  their  keepers  and  attendants,  the  cage- 
cleaners,  the  overseen,  and  the  rest  of  the  army  of  men 
who  cared  for  the  animals,  and  the  upper  fioors  utilized  as 
store-rooms  for  all  sorts  of  weapons,  armor,  costumes,  im- 
plements and  apparatus  nsed  in  and  for  the  spectacles; 
awords,  spears,  arrows,  shields,  helmets,  breast^plates,  corse- 
lets, kUiOt  greaves,  boots,  doaks,  tunics,  poles,  rope,  pnllitjfc 
winches,  jack-screws,  derricks,  wagons,  cuitl*  and  the  likv- 
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The  jumble  oif  buildinga  wu  witiioot  an;  wrt  of  goieral 
■phn.  Apparentiy  a  courtyurd  and  the  Hbuctnree  ^ot  it 
bad  been  found  necessaiy  for  housing  the  beteta  and  their 
sttendanta  and  had  been  bought  b;  the  maDBgcment  of  the 
Coloseeom.  When  it  wae  overtazed>  as  the  aomber  fit  ani- 
mals exhibited  tocreaBed,  an  adjacent  proper^  had  been 
acquired  and  annexed.  So  the  Choragium  had  been  created 
and  extended  till  it  now  coTered  many  acres  and  had  nun; 
coTtrtyarda,  all  arcaded  on  all  aides.  Under  the  aicadea 
irere  set  as  man;  cages  aa  the;  coold  accommodate;  when 
tiM  beasts  were  too  numerous  tar  their  cages  to  be  all  vniet 
the  arcades  some  were  stood  out  in  the  courtyards. 

I  was  comfortably  bonaed  in  light,  airy,  roomy,  clean  and 
well-fumished  quarters  on  one  of  Uie  biggest  courtyards. 
I^xnn  dawn  after  my  first  ni^f b  sleep  there  I  was  busy 
quelling  Tidons  beasts  so  their  cages  could  be  cleaned;  keep- 
ing others  quiet  while  the  beast-eorgeons  dressed  wounds  in- 
flicted by  &eiT  captors  or  keepers  or  sores  caused  by  their 
confinement;  inducing  others  to  swallow  the  remedies  the 
animal-doctors  thought  good  for  Uiem;  leading  beasta  oat 
of  their  cages  into  others ;  and  so  on. 

Bef«»e  I  had  been  a  full  day  at  my  duties  the  procurator 
of  the  Beast-Barracks  complimented  me,  declared  that  I  was 
his  very  ideal  of  just  the  kind  of  man  he  had  always  needed 
and  wanted,  averred  that  I  was  already  indispensable  and 
Towed  that  he  could  not  conceive  how  he  or  the  Choragium 
bad  ever  gotten  on  without  me.  Within  a  very  few  days  he 
came  to  my  quarters  and  said : 

«I  want  yon  to  be  contented  hwe.  I  won't  listen  to  a 
word  hinting  at  your  leaving.  Otherwise  I'll  do  all  I  can 
to  gratify  every  wish  of  yours  not  inconsistent  with  your 
continoing  here  and  keying  up  as  yon  have  begun.  Of 
course,  within  a  few  days  now,  yonll  have  no  such  rash  of 
all-day  toil  as  you  have  been  having.  Ton  have  been  doing 
in  the  past  few  days  all  the  left-over  jobs  which  should  have 
been  attended  to  since  warm  weather  began.  Once  yon  get 
'  dear  of  l^;adea  from  tte  past  yottll  find  a  day's  wn^  can 
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be  done  in  nnudi  leee  tiuui  t  day  end  will  neiUier  gihaiat 
nor  weary  joo.  Now  what  can  I  do  to  make  yon  aa  cont- 
fortable  aa  poeaible?" 

He  had  sat  down  and  bad  motioned  ms  to  be  seated  al«x 
I  nuninated. 

"In  the  0nt  place,"  I  uid,  '^  do  not  want  to  be  made 
to  show  oS  in  the  arena  before  andiaicee.  I  am  wiUin^  to 
tame  animaU  and  to  keep  on  taming  ammaU,  bat  I  do  not 
want  to  be  forced  to  disi^y  my  powers  before  tl>e  populace 
and  the  nobility,  Senate  and  court  I  have  the  moat  power- 
fal  antipathy  to  being  compelled  to  become  a  perfonner  aa 
part  of  a  public  Bpeetacle." 

"Set  your  mind  at  rest,"  he  said.  "I  give  my  pledge  tJtat, 
unleas  my  auUiority  is  overridden,  you  shall  not  take  part 
in  public  Bpectacles  except  that  you  may  often  have  to  enter 
the  arena  to  lead  out  ferocious  beasts  which  are  not  to  be 
killed  or  which  the  Emperor,  or  s(»ne  of  the  courtierB,  een- 
ators,  nobles  or  populace  have  taken  a  taocy  to  for  aome  dis- 
play of  courage  or  craft  and  hare  ordered  spared.  The  driv- 
ing  into  a  cage  or  out  oi  a  -poebatx  of  mxch  a  beast  ia  gen- 
erally an  irritating  mattw,  delaying  the  spectacle  and  often 
calling  for  the  use  of  as  many  as  a  htmdred  muscular,  agile 
and  bold  attendants,  I  perceire  that  you  can  do  alone, 
quickly  and  eaaily,  what  a  large  gang  of  eager  men  has 
often  taken  a  long  time  to  accomplish.  Often  they  have  to 
loll  a  recalcitrant  beast  I  feel  that  I  need  yoa  fw  tiiia 
and  I  trust  that  you  are  willing." 

"Entirely  "  I  answered. 

"Good  I"  said  he,  and  resumed : 

"Now,  what  is  your  next  point?" 

"In  the  second  place,"  I  said,  "I  do  not  want  to  be  pestered 
with  Tisitors ;  nobles  or  wealthy  idlers  who  take  a  fancy  to 
me  and  think  they  are  conferring  a  favor  on  me  by  intruding 
on  me  and  wasting  my  time  with  their  inquisitive  questions 
and  patronizing  remarks.  In  particular  I  have  a  horror  of 
the  kind  of  women  who  have  a  fad  for  molesting  with  their 
attentions  singers,  actors,  ^diators,  beast-filters,  chariot* 
ears  and  so  on;  if  one  of  &aa  geto  after  me  and  the  infeo* 
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tioa  Bpnade  to  mon  I  HhsII  find  life  here  in  Bonw  ■Itogsther 


*^  speak  feeling  (I  tbon^t  it  proper  to  lio  like  a  Greek, 
if  neeeesuy,  in  a  sitnation  like  mine).  Where  I  wa»  bef<»e 
I  toflered  from  the  attentionB  <rf  enthndastic  admirers  and 
I  have  had  all  I  wast  of  it  and  far  mora ;  enoogh  to  laat 
balf  a  dozoi  lifetimea." 

'TestnB,'*  said  the  procurator,  *Vhere  were  yon  before?" 

*If  jon  had  Men  my  back,"  Z  aaid,  *^u  wouldn't  expect 
xne  to  tell  jotu" 

''I  don't  expect  yon  to  tdl  me,"  he  laughed,  "bat  I  could 
not  help  aeking;  yon  are  euch  a  wonder  that  I  am  tormented 
with  the  deeire  to  know  all  about  yon,  not  merely  where  yon 
came  from  and  how  you  got  into  the  ergattvtum  at  Nuceria. 
Bat  I  shall  not  preea  yon  for  any  information  about  yonr- 
adt  Keep  your  own  secrete  ae  long  as  yon  are  willing  to 
woriE  miradee  for  ma. 

"I  don't  want  to  see  yonr  back;  without  aeeio;  it  I  may 
aay  that  if  anyone  ill-treated  you  he  was  an  amaaing  tooL 
Ton  shall  not  be  dogged  here,  nor  ill-used  in  any  way.  Ill 
take  all  the  measores  in  my  power  to  enanre  that  no  visittna 
bother  you  and  that  you  are  protected  not  only  from  genuine 
iporting  nobles  but  still  more  from  the  silly  loungers  who 
think  it  adds  to  their  importance  to  make  Ihe  acquaintance 
of  all  perstnu  of  public  npiitati(HL  Especially  111  have  yon 
guarded  from  intraaiTe  fine  ladies." 

"What  next?" 

"I  want  pkn^  of  the  beat  fruit,"  I  said  boldly. 

*Toa11  get  all  you  can  eat  of  whatever  tbe  markets  aflbld," 
he  said,  "and  underetand  rif^t  hwe  that  111  indulge  yon  to 
any  extent  in  anything  relating  to  your  food  or  wine,  as 
long  as  yon  keep  sober.  Similarly  yon  can  hare  anything 
yon  ask  for  in  Qte  way  of  extra  clothing  or  bedding  or  fur- 
nishings for  your  quarters.  If  you  don't  like  tiie  slave 
detailed  to  wait  on  yon  111  hare  another  put  in  his  place 
and  keep  on  changing  till  yon  get  one  to  suit  yon. 

'^ou  are  to  be  indulged  and  pampered  in  every  way  bi 
iqr  power,  except  that  I  mean  to  keep  yon  hard  at  ind* 
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and  ctulj  beud.  Hia  qres  mre  veiy  bright  bine,  his  chedt 
rery  red.  He  vu  very  ]iaiidaome.  The  expreesion  of  racaoua 
miscompreheiiBion  like  that  on  the  face  of  a  conntiy  bumpkin, 
which  wu  BO  umial  vith  CommodtiB  vhea  dealing  with  of- 
ficial bneinees  or  social  doties,  nero*  appeared  on  hia  connte- 
nance  when  revelliiig  in  bis  favorite  sport :  then  his  ezpreaaicai 
was  intelligent,  lirely  and  evKi  charming. 

He  was  at  this  time  in  his  twenty-aixth  year  and  in  the 
very  prime  of  his  life.  Before  his  death,  instead  of  the  rosi- 
neea  of  health  on  his  face  and  the  glow  of  youth  on  his 
cheeks,  his  entire  conotoiance  was  unbecomingly  Soahed  and 
fiorid,  like  that  of  a  drunkard. 

His  weapons  were  as  exquisitely  designed  and  finished  aa 
his  costume.  When  he  used  a  club  it  was  of  the  wood  <rf 
some  Egyptian  palm  or  of  cornel-wood,  heavily  gilded;  a 
heap  of  such  clubs  was  always  in  readiness  when  he  entered 
the  arena.  Similarly  there  was  ready  for  him  an  arsenal 
of  ewords,  of  every  style,  shape  and  size,  from  short  Oscan 
ewords  not  much  longer  than  daggers  to  Oallic  swords  with 
blades  a  fuU  yard  long  and  thin  as  kitchen  spits.  All  were 
gold-hilted,  sheathed  in  colored,  tooled,  embroidered,  gilded 
or  evea  bejewelled  leather;  many  had  their  blades  gilded 
except  the  edges  and  points.  There  was  piled  ap  ready  for 
his  choice  a  mountain  of  spears,  of  patterns  as  various  as 
the  swords.  All  had  their  shafts  whitened  with  some  novel 
sort  of  paint  which  produced  a  gleaming  eilect  like  the  sheen 
of  the  white  portions  of  the  finer  sorts  of  decorated  Greece 
•  vases.  This  glaze  effect  was  over  all  of  each  shaft  except  at 
the  grip,  where  the  natural  wood  always  appeared,  roughened 
like  the  surface  of  a  file  with  criss-cross  lines  to  afford  him  a 
surer  grasp.  His  bows  were  all  gilded,  his  quivers  gilded  or 
of  gem-studded,  brightly  tinted  leather,  in  many  colored  pat- 
tone  ;  bis  arrows  gilded  all  over,  points,  shafts  and  feathers ; 
or  with  feathers  dyed  red,  blue,  green  or  violet.  Every  detail 
of  his  get-up  and  equipment  was  to  the  last  d^ree  perfect, 
reliable,  beautiful,  unusual  and  costly. 

I  pondered  a  great  deal  over  his  infatuation  and  its  ooiis»- 
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In  the  first  place,  u  irhen  contunphtiiig  the  torreot  <A 
beast-vagcmB  fiowing  down  the  FlBminisD  Higfaroad*  I  wia, 
being  still  inwardly  «  Bonum  nobl^  oTenrhelmed  wilii  sbuiM 
that  the  enonnona,  bnt  even  so  inrofflcient,  TOTennes  <ii  tiu 
Bepnblic  should  be  diTerted  from  their  proper  nsei  for  Um 
maintenance  of  oar  prosperity  and  the  defence  of  the  frontier! 
of  the  Eminre  and  squandered  on  the  aHj  amnBementa  of  a 
great,  hnUdng,  empty-headed  lad. 

Th»i  I  was  almost  eqnally  ashamed  that  a  man  who  conld, 
on  occasion,  if  sufficiently  roused,  be,  for  a  spac^  as  ctMn- 
pletely  Prince  end  Emperor  as  CommodoB  had  repeatedly 
jhown  himself  in  my  si^t,  could,  on  the  other  hand,  waste 
his  time  and  energies  on  diq^ying  Ms  dexterity  in  feats  of 
•Tchery,  javdin-throwing,  swordsmanship,  agility  and  mere 
strength.  It  appeared  to  me  not  only  shamefnl  bnt  incredible 
that  e  man  who  was  capable  of  such  onnplete  adequacy  in  hia 
proper  station  in  life  as  Commodua  had  shown  himself  to  bc^ 
for  instance,  when  berating  Satnaias  and  Vedina  or,  still 
more,  when  facing  the  mutineers  and  dooming  Perennia^ 
ahonld  be  willing  to  leave  the  management  of  the  Bepoblie 
and  the  mling  of  the  Empire  to  an  ex-slaTe  and  ez-street 
porter  like  Oleander,  and  occupy  his  time  with  spearing 
bears,  shooting  with  arrows  lions,  ttgers,  or  elephants  and 
vhst  not,  burying  his  sword-blade  in  bulla,  even  with  dabbing 


I  oscillated  w  TaciUated  between  these  two  lines  of  though 
Tb,9  sight  (rf  Commodos  dodging  the  lightning  meh  of  an 
infuriated  ostrich  and  neatly  despatching  him  with  a  sin^ 
blow  on  the  head  from  a  palm-wood  club  no  longer  and  no 
thicker  than  his  own  forearm  not  only  stirred  my  wonder 
that  any  man  could  possess  such  accuracy  of  eyesight,  such 
power  of  judging  distances  and  time,  such  perfect  coiirdina- 
tion  of  his  faculties  of  obsemtion,  of  his  will  and  of  his 
moscles ;  but  also  roused  my  disgust  that  a  man  capable  of 
ruling  the  world  and  with  the  opportanitf  to  show  bis  capa- 
bilities should  degrade  himself  ta  wasting  time  on  tricks  of 
agility  and  feats  of  strength  and  skill 

On  the  other  hand  the  si^it  ot  Ckinuaodsi  using  a  fait 
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grown  Bule  bidikii  eli^unt  m  *  taifiet  for  fak  armra  eo- 
ngad  me.  Kezt  to  a  mail  ut  Indian  eltqdiant  is  tbe  moat 
bitelligcot  GTeatnre  eiJBting  on  this  earUi  of  onn,  aa  &r 
aa  mt  know.  An  elephant  Uvea  &r  longer  than  a  man.  His 
life  of  xuefol  labor  is  longer  than  the  total  life  trf  a  long4iTed 
Stan.  And  his  labor  can  be  ftrj  luefnl  to  manJriad.  An 
tfqAiant  can  travel,  day  after  day,  as  &8t  and  far  as  a  bors^ 
be  can  accomplish  easily  tasks  to  which  no  team  of  hones, 
not  even  of  sizteai  horses,  is  adequate^  be  can  outdo  any 
gang  of  mm  at  loading  or  unloading  a  ship  with  massiTe 
tambere  or  with  many  other  Idnds  of  cargo  in  hesTy  and 
ht^pf  units.  It  can  only  be  a  shame  to  kill,  for  mere  fjfotif 
to  noble  a  creatnie.  It  is  bsd  esiongb  to  ediibit  in  the  aroia 
fi^its  of  elephants,  wfaidi  kill  each  other  for  our  diTemi<m, 
when  we  mig^  ntUize  their  courage  and  iwoweee  in  bsAtle^ 
as  the  Indian  H  do.  Bnt  to  nae  an  di^dwnt  as  a  mere  target 
for  arrows  is  far  worae, 

Then  again,  while  I  watdted  Commodos  killing  an  ele- 
phant with  bis  arrows  I  conld  not  bnt  think  ot  the  htrndietU 
<d  men  who  had  beoi  onployed  in  tzaddng  his  hod,  bnildiog 
a  stockade,  driving  into  it  what  ^pfaants  they  conld,  fetter* 
Ing  them,  taming  them,  caring  for  this  one  after  he  had  been  _ 
tamed,  tending  bim  on  his  journey  of  many  thoosand  miks 
Crom  India,  across  Gadtosia,  Carmania,  Sosians,  Uesopotamia 
and  Syria  to  Antioch  and  from  there  to  Borne;  on  getting 
fttod  for  him  tm  his  joomqr  and  at  different  cities;  on  the 
nst  ezpcoee  cS  all  this;  and  for  what?  That  a  dlly  and 
Tainglorioos  overgrown  diild  diould  shoot  him  fall  td  anom 
till  he  bled  to  death  I 

I  rsged  inwardly. 

I  gnite  agree  tlwt  Gomsnodas  enjoyed  killing  for  killio^B 
sake;  it  gave  him  a  sort  of  sense  of  triumph  to  behold  any 
animal  succumb  to  his  we^mns.  But  I  think  his  smue  (^ 
triumph  was  also  far  more  for  his  r^wated  self-oongratola- 
tion  on  hie  accaracy  of  aim  for  shot  or  blow,  on  the  per- 
fection of  bis  really  amazing  dexteri^. 

When  he  shot  at  elephants  the  imwedure  was  always  the 
MBw;  two  dephanta  were  tamed  into  the  atoia,  and  Own- 
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tetioc,  whose  provesB  had  been  repeatedly  demonBtnted  b»* 
fore  the  audiences  of  the  Coloeseom,  a  Parthian,  Scythian,  or 
ManretaniaD.  A  piiie  vbs  offered  to  him  if  he  won  and 
•wtgen  were  laid,  mostly  of  trai  to  one  or  more  on  Commodtu; 
lie,  of  cooree,  betting  on  himself  with  at  least  one  aaiatw 
at  any  odds  his  taker  chose.  Then  the  contest  began,  Com> 
modns  shooting  from  the  Imperial  Pavilion,  his  competitor 
from  any  part  of  the  podium  which  he  might  choose,  so  that 
both  archers  were  on  an  eqoality,  being  placed  on  the  citing 
of  the  aroia  at  Bpot»  they  had  chosen.  The  prize  went  to 
whichever  killed  Ms  riephant  with  the  fewest  arrows.  Coa- 
modns  always  won.  Not  that  his  competitors  did  not  do 
tiieir  best  They  did.  Bnt  he  was,  in  fact,  the  best  ardier 
■live.  His  accuracy  of  aim  was  nncanny  and  his  strengtiL 
really  terrific  He  could  himself  string  a  hundred  and  sixty 
ponnd  bow  and  he  shot  a  bow  even  stiSer  than  that  with- 
out apparent  effort  and  with  fascinating  and  indeecribablo 
grace.  He  never  missed,  not  only  not  the  animal,  bnt  not 
«ven  the  vital  part  aimed  at.  I  was  MA  that,  when  he  first 
practiced  oa  an  aletriiant,  he  killed  it  with  arrows  in  the 
liver,  of  which  eleven  were  required  to  finiA  the  beast 
He  then  bad  it  cut  open  under  Qalen's  supervision,  he  watdw 
ing.  He  thereafter  never  failed  to  reach  an  eleplwnf s  heart 
with  his  third  arrow,  killed  most  with  his  second,  and  not 
a  few  with  his  first,  a  feat  never  equaled  or  approached 
by  any  otber  archer,  for  the  killing  of  an  el^hant  with  fiva 
arrows  by  TUla  the  Qotii  remains  the  best  record  ever  made 
in  the  Ctriosseum  by  any  other  bowman.  I^e  impact  of  his 
arrows  was  so  weighty  that  I  have  behdd  (me  go  entirdy 
titron^  the  paunch  of  a  full-grown  male  elephant  and  pro* 
tmde  a  foot  <ni  the  o&er  side. 

With  rhinoceroeae  and  hippopotami  the  procedure  waa 
flHnilar.  Neither  of  these  animals  could  be  had  as  plNiti< 
fully  u  elephants,  of  which  I  saw  Commodus  and  his  com- 
petitors kill  more  than  thir^ ;  mostly  Manretanian  elephants, 
but  some  Indian  and  a  few  Nubian.  I  saw  killed  for  hia 
amnsements  in  similar  ccmtests  in  which  be  partidpatad 
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lour  rhinoeaoaes  uid  dz  faippopotunL  In  those  matches 
b*  killed  one  rhinooeioa  with  two  anowB  and  the  net  with 
one;  so  of  the  hippopotami.  Aa  with  the  elephants,  aft^ 
Iw  bad  seen  a  rhinoc^oB  and  a  hippopotamus  cut  open  under 
Galai^B  direction,  he  retained  bo  TiTid  an  impresdon  of  the 
location  of  its  heart  that,  from  any  direction,  whether  the 
beaat  waa  moving  or  still,  he  sent  his  arrow  ao  as  to  reach  the 
heart     This  aounds  incredible,  but  it  is  exactly  the  tmUL 

As  I  watched  I  kept  imagining  the  bakiog  deserta  of 
Libya  or  the  ateaming  awampa  of  Nubiaj  the  ahonting  hordea 
of  negroes,  the  many  killed  by  the  beaat,  its  capture,  and  the 
infinite  and  ezpenaiTe  care  necesaary  to  bring  one  ahre  to 

Beeidea  these  enormona  »nim»lH  be  practiced  ardiery  on 
the  bnge  long-homed  bnlls  from  the  foreats  of  Dacia.and 
Germany;  on  the  bisons  from  the  same  regions,  beasts  with 
heavy  ahonldera,  low  rumps  and  small  horns,  parallel  to  each 
other,  earring  downwards  over  the  brows;  on  the  big  rit^ 
from  these  fa>off  foresta,  or  any  sort  of  stags  I  And  on  two 
varietiea  of  African  antelope  not  much  inferior  in  size  to 
ctaga  or  hulls.  He  Tery  seldom  needed  a  tiiird  arrow  to 
pat  an  end  to  any  beast  of  these  kinda,  not  often  a  second 
arrow,  and,  actually,  killed  bimdreds,  even  tbooaanda,  neatly 
and  infallibly  with  hia  flrat  shot.  All  theae  animals  he  shot 
from  the  podwm.  often  leaning  on  the  coping,  bia  right 
knee  on  it,  generally  standing,  hia  feet  wide  aput,  the  toea 
of  hia  right  foot  against  the  coping  wall ;  for,  as  with  aword 
or  spear  or  club,  he  also  shot  left-handed. 

From  the  arena  itself,  standing  on  the  sand  on  which  ^tej 
■campered  about,  he  riiot  multitudes  of  smaller  auimala: 
wild  poniea,  wild  aaaee,  atriped  African  zebraa,  gazelles,  and 
at  least  a,  dozen  Tsrieties  of  small  African  antebpee,  for 
which  there  are  no  special  names  in  Latin  or  even  in  Greek 
The  antelopes  and  gazelles,  although  they  ran  quicker  Ihu 
haree,  he  never  missed  and  seldom  did  he  fail  to  kill  with 
one  arrow  whatever  animal  he  aimed  at  He  never,  to  mj 
knowledge,  miased  even  the  incredibly  speedy  wild  assea. 

Nor  did  he  ever  miss  an  ostrich,  thon^  he  shot  both  from 
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the  podvum  and  the  sand  theee  birds,  vhich  are  swifter  tliait 
even  the  wild  assea.  He  shot  at  ^em  with  arrows  made 
speciall;  after  a  pattern  of  hia  own,  with  cr^cent-shaped 
lieads  set  on  the  shaft  with  the  two  homa  of  the  crescent 
pointing  forward,  the  inner  curve  sharpened  to  a  razor  edge. 
Shooting  at  an  ostrich  racing  at  top  speed  he  never  failed 
to  decapitate  it  with  one  shot,  invariably  sereriDg  its  neck 
about  a  bands-breadth  below  its  head. 

He  also  killed  with  javelins  or  arrows  wolves,  hyeoa^ 
hears,  lynxes,  leopards,  panthers,  tigers  and  lions.  But  wbm 
killing  snch  dangerous  and  ferocious  ftm'iwBln  he  took  hia 
stand  on  a  platform,  the  floor  of  which  was  about  three  yards 
square  and  elevated  about  that  distance  above  the  sand,  coq- 
etructed  well  out  in  the  arena  so  that  he  could  shoot  down 
in  any  direction  on  beasts  rushing  towards  or  past  the  plat- 
foim  or  driven  past  it  or  towards  it.  He  slaughtered  in* 
credible  multitudes  of  theee  creatures  and  certainly  di*- 
played  amazing  strength  and  skill,  habitually  killing  a  lion 
with  one  javelin,  almost  as  often  with  one  arrow,  and  the 
like  for  tigers;  and  oftener  for  panthers  and  leopards.  He 
never  seeded  a  second  arrow  to  finish  a  wolf  or  hyena  or  evm 
a  lynx.  The  marr^ous  accuracy  of  his  aim,  the  way  be 
planted  his  arrow  unerringly  in  the  heart  of  a  galloping 
wolf  scudding  across  the  sand  far  from  him;  the  way  he 
drove  a  bnwd-bUded  hunting-spear  clear  through  a  huge 
shaggy  bear,  iterer  failed  to  rouse  my  wonder,  even  my  ad- 
miration.* 


CHAPTEB  XXXI 

SEOOasTTimr 

1D0  not  recall  any  special  feat  of  the  Imperial  beast- 
killer  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  the  year  in 
wbic2:  V  )ad  fooled  Bulla  and  been  transferred  from  the 
stud-farm  to  the  Cfaoregium,  which  was  the  year  in  which 
Crispinus  and  Aelian  were  consuls,  the  nine  hundred  and 
'  'Bm  Note  J. 
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fortiath  ;ear  of  Uie  City,*  and  the  eighth  of  the  Prindpate 
of  CommoduB.  But,  vhen  the  Beaaon  for  apedadee  in  the 
trena  opened  with  tiie  first  warm,  fair  weather  of  the  fol- 
lowing Bpring,  be  retamed  to  his  favorite  sport  with  n- 
doabled  zest,  amounting  to  a  craze. 

It  was  during  the  spring  and  earl;  aninmer  of  this  Tear 
that  he  began  to  make  huge  wagera  with  wealthy  senatoia, 
betting  that  he  could  kill  a  epedfled  number  of  a  epedfied 
variety  of  animal  with  a  specified  number  of  spears  or  ar- 
rows; always  proposing  eo  to  limit  himself  as  to  nnmber 
of  weapons  that  the  exploit  appeared  impossible.  The  re- 
Bolt  was  that  avaridous  UidsBes  were  eager  to  wager,  aa 
ibey  felt  certain  of  winning.     Tet  he  never  lost,  not  once. 

And,  after  each  wager  madSj  or  won,  he  made  the  next 
m  a  narrower  margin  at  smaller  odds,  until  he  stmck  the 
irtiole  nobility  snmb  by  offering  to  wager  even  money  that 
he  could  kill  one  huidred  full-grown  male  hears  fnnn  his 
usual  platform  with  one  hundred  hunting  spears,  covenanting 
&at  he  was  to  lose  if  he  needed  one  hundied  and  one  spear- 
costs  to  lay  out  those  bandied  bears  limp,  flabby  and  utterly 
dead.  TMb  appeared  so  utterly  an  impossibility  that  Aufid- 
in«  Fronto  offered  to  put  up  two  million  sesterces  against 
him.  The  pompous  sham  philosopher,  who  feigned  the  pto- 
foundest  contempt  for  riches,  could  not  resist  what  looked 
like  enormous  gains.  He  made  the  wager,  and  Commodtu 
von. 

Kow  I  cannot  insist  too  positivdy  on  the  amazing,  the 
incredible  strength  and  skill  and  nerve  required  for  thia 
fatiguing  and  taxiog  feat.  Any  other  man  I  ever  knew  or 
heard  ot  would  have  shown  evidences  of  weariness  long  be- 
fore he  had  despatched  his  hundredth  bear;  wonld  certainty 
have  betrayed  the  terrific  strain  oo  his  nerves.  Commodus 
was,  apparently,  as  fresh,  as  jaunty,  as  full  of  resove 
strength,  as  far  from  being  unsure  of  himsdf  when  he  fin- 
ished the  hundredth  bear  as  when  he  drove  his  first  eipefii  into 
the  first 
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Nov  it  Teqnirei  tltogether  eieeptional  etrengft  •»  to  cast 
even  the  best  design  of  hunting-spear,  as  keen  as  poasible^ 
48  to  drive  it  throng  the  matted  pelt,  thick  hide  and  big 
bones  of  a  bear;  in  so  driving  it,  to  aim  it  so  that  it  wiU 
pierce  his  heart  calls  for  Bnperhuman  skilL  And  to  reiterate 
this  feat  ninety-nine  times  in  snccession  argnee  a  perfection 
of  eye,  hand  and  nerve  never  possessed  by  any  man  save 
Commodns.  Any  other  man  would  have  felt  the  strain, 
most  men  would  have  become  so  anxious  towards  the  end  as 
to  become  agitated.    He  kept  calm  and  cool. 

I  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  discomfiture  of  Aufidius  Fronto 
and  relished  his  futile  efforts  to  appear  indifferent  to  his 
mon^  loss. 

Not  many  days  later  Commodns  made  a  nmHar  and  stilt 
more  hazardous  wager  with  Didins  Julianas,  the  most  opu- 
lent and  ostoitatioua  of  the  senators,  who  was  afterwards 
nominally  Emperor  for  two  months  and  five  days.  This 
wager  covenanted  that  Commodus,  from  his  platform  in  the 
arena,  would  despatch  one  hundred  full-giown  male  lions, 
in  their  prime  and  vigorous,  with  one  hundred  javelins. 
On  this  arduous  frivolity  they  wagered  ten  million  sesterces 
and  had  the  actual  gold,  fifty  thousand  big,  broad,  gold 
pieces,  carried  into  the  arena  and  piled  np  in  a  gleaming 
mound  on  a  monster  crimson  mg  for  all  to  behold.  This 
bit  of  ostentation  was  Uke  Didins  Julianas  and  not  unnataial 
for  Commodns. 

I  have  never  seen  any  man  perform  so  easily  so  diffiralt 
a  feat.  Killing  a  lion  with  three  javelins  requires  veiy 
unusual  strength  and  skill.  To  kill  ten  lions  with  forty 
casts  woold  tax  the  mnsdes,  dexterity  and  nerves  of  the  best 
spearman  the  world  ever  knew.  To  kill  a  hundred  lions 
with  barely  one  javelin  apiece  was  bravado  to  propose  and 
miraculous  to  accomplish.  Accomplish  it  he  did  and  with- 
oat  any  visible  effort  or  strain.  Eigh^-nine  of  the  hundred 
be  shot  through  the  heart ;  the  remaining  eleven  witii  difficult 
bncy  shots  which  he  was,  against  ail  reason,  tempted  tQ 
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oaay,  uid  wbidi,  agBlnst  lU  probabilit;,  mufoimfy  mae 
fully  Boccesefol. 

Didiofl  Jnlisaxu  puld  liu  wager  without  U17  show  of 
chagrin,  aa  he  could  well  afford  to  do. 

At  once  Commodua  offered  to  bet  that  he  could  kill  a  hun- 
dred Bimilar  li<«ia  with  a  bare  hundred  utows.  Didios  at 
OBce  wagered  the  same  eum  he  had  just  lost  and  the  bet 
me  made.  The  eihibitiou  was  delayed  more  than  a  moDth 
ODtil  it  had  been  possible  to  accumulate  at  Borne  a  full 
hundred  full-grown  male  lions.  Then  Commodua  again 
afaot  in  sight  of  a  pile  of  gold  pieces  on  an  expanse  of  crim- 
■on  velvet  spread  on  the  sand  of  the  arena. 

C<Hnmodus  won  as  before,  with  exactly  the  same  number 
of  heart  shots  and  fancy  shots.  If  one  miracle  can  be 
greater  than  anoOieT  this  feat  surpassed  its  predecessor. 
For  a  lion  takes  a  great  deal  of  killing  before  he  dies,  and 
each  of  these  hundred  lions  died  aa  quickly  as  any  lion  ever 
does.  Instant  killing  of  a  lion  with  a  javelin  is  a  miracle, 
even  more  miraculous  is  instant  killing  of  a  lion  with  one 
arrow.    Gommodos  so  killed  the  full  hundred. 

I  know  of  no  more  astounding  demonstration  of  his  in- 
fallible and  tremendous  muscle  power  than  the  fact  that, 
shooting  at  a  lion  folly  twenty  yards  away,  and  in  the  act 
of  rearing  rampantly  at  the  banning  of  a  bound,  he  aeat 
bis  arrow  into  the  roof  of  its  mouth,  through  l^e  brain, 
the  entire  length  of  the  spinal  cord  and  so  far  that  its  point 
protruded  from  the  dead  beasf  s  ramp  above  the  root  of  its 
taiL  Oalen,  who,  as  often,  was  in  the  amphitheater  in  case 
of  injury  to  the  Prince,  and  vho  was  in  the  habit  of  dis- 
secting such  dead  beasts  as  interested  him,  cut  along  the 
path  followed  by  the  missile,  cleaving  the  dead  lion  in  two 
lengthwise  and  laying  the  two  halves  hide  dovmward  on  the 
aand,  so  as  to  demonstrate  to  a  bevy  of  curious  and  awed 
apectators  the  incredible  path  of  that  arrow. 

Commodus  lived  on  miracles.  Of  all  the  thonaands  c^ 
darts,  JBTelins  and  spears  which  I  saw  him  throw,  of  all 
ithe  coontless  arrows  I  saw  him  shoot,  not  one  ever  missed 
iti  mark,  not  one  merely  hit  the  beast  aimed  at,  everyone^ 
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men  if  Uunched  at  an  oetrich  Bkunming  Uie  sand  or  s 
gazelle,  stmdt  deep  and  tme  predeely  where  be  had  aimed  it. 

Aa  I  am  about  to  narrate  the  occurrence  which  put  an  end 
to  the  insensate  indulgence  in  beast-killing  in  which  Com- 
modns  had  revelled,  I  am  reminded  that,  besidee  his  TiMera, 
who  assert  that  he  pnblicl;  exhibited  himself  as  an  ordinal; 
beast-fighter,  and  his  apologists,  who  maintain  that  he  not 
onl;  did  not  do  so,  but  never  so  much  as  drove  a  chariot 
in  pnblic  or  spilt  human  blood  with  an  edged  weapon,  there 
are  others  who,  while  not  retailing  or  inventing  any  fictiona 
or  attempting  to  blink  or  suppress  any  facts,  yet  invei^ 
against  Commodus  as  absurdly  assuming  the  attributes  of 
Hercules  while  really  a  weakling  and  as  pretending  to  pov- 
ers  which  he  never  possessed,  as  having  been  largely  or 
vholly  a  counterfeit  spearman,  a  make-believe  archer,  • 
aham  swordsman  and  a  mock  athlete. 

Among  other  alleged  proofs  of  these  baselees  contentiMU 
they  cite  the  ecstatic  joy  with  which,  to  Hw  limit  of  th« 
supply  gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  African  deserts,  hfl 
day  after  day,  on  the  sands  of  the  arena,  deli^tedly 
clubbed  ostriches,  alleging  that  killing  an  ostrich  with  a 
sword  or  club  is  (gild's  play  and  no  feat  of  skill.  As  to  this 
particular  citation  of  vaunted  evidence,  as  in  their  conten- 
tions  at  large,  they  are  egregiously  mistaken  and  far  from 
the  facts  and  the  troth. 

Actoally,  for  a  lone  man,  on  level  ground,  far  from  any 
ahelter,  an  angry  full-grown  young  male  ostrich  is  a  form!- 
dable  assailant  and  a  dangerous  antagonist.  No  living  crear 
tore  that  roves  the  surface  of  our  earth  moves  faster  than 
s  healthy  ostrich.  When  running  it  skims  the  arena,  when 
attacking  it  darts.  It  kicks  forward,  raising  its  long  and 
powerful  leg  high  in  the  air  and  bringing  it  down  with  a 
blow  so  swift  that  the  eye  cannot  follow  it  and  so  forcible 
that  I  have  seen  one  sucji  stroke  smash  all  together  the  col- 
lar-bone, shoulder-blade,  upper  arm-bone  and  half  the  riba 
on  tiiat  side  of  its  unfortunate  victim,  a  big,  agile,  vigorona 
Nubian,  habituated  to  ostriches  in  their  haunts.  And,  if 
the  1^  miaaes  its  mark,  as  it  very  seldom  does,  the  tnrd,  at  it 
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hoilH  past  its  enemy,  pecks  vicioiuily  at  his  f&ce,  its  stordj 
beak  being  capable  of  inflicting  a  seriooB  woand  wherever  it 
gtrikee,  and  often  destroying  an  eye,  its  nsoal  target. 

To  stand  alone,  far  out  in  the  arena,  bare-headed,  clad  onlj 
in  a  diaphanous  silken  tunic,  armed  only  with  a  clnb  no 
longer  or  thicker  than  his  forearm;  so  habited  and  armed 
to  await  the  assault  of  an  infuriated  bird  so  balky,  so  swif^ 
80  agile  and  ao  powerful ;  to  dodge  jauntily,  bat  infallibly, 
both  the  stroke  of  the  leg  and  the  stab  of  the  beak,  and 
jnTariably  to  bring  his  club  down  on  the  darting  head  and 
finish  the  bird  neatly  with  that  one  blow;  this  was  equally 
a  feat  of  self-confidence,  of  dexterity,  of  agility  and  of 
strength.  I  hold  no  man  justified  in  condemning  Commodna 
because  he  gloried  in  clubbing  ostrichee. 

The  incident  I  recall  occurred  when  spring  had  already 
waned  and  was  merging  into  summer.  The  lower  tiers  of 
the  Colosseum  were  well  filled  with  senators,  nobles  and 
other  persons  of  sufBcient  importance  to  be  invited.  None 
of  the  Vestals  were  present  and  their  box  was  occupied  by 
Uarcia  and  her  intimates.  There  were  enough  spectators 
seated  to  give  the  amphitheater  an  appearance  of  gaie^ 
and  vivacity  almost  as  great  as  if  it  had  been  filled  by  all 
classes  of  the  popolace.  The  weather  was  dear,  warm  and 
sunny,  with  a  Ught,  soft  breeze. 

Conunodus  had  exhibited  his  dexterity  as  an  archer  by 
ahooting  a  great  number  and  great  variety  of  small  ante- 
lopes, each  one  of  which  he  had  killed  with  a  single  arrow. 
Next  he  began  clubbing  ostriches  and  disposed  of  a  dozoi 
or  more.  Altogether  there  were  about  fifty.  It  was  charatv 
teristic  of  Commodas  that  he  was  impatient  of  any  delay 
between  different  exhibitions  when  he  was  thus  displaying 
his  prowess.  After  the  ostriches  he  intended  to  mount  his 
platform  and  shoot  fifty  or  sixty  lions.  In  order  to  have 
them  handy  to  begin  on  as  soon  as  the  last  ostrich  was 
despatched  he  had  commanded  that  those  which  were  to  be 
let  out  of  posterns  should  be  diaposed  behind  the  doors  and 
that  some  of  the  cages  of  those  which  were  to  be  liberated 
from  cages  should  be  hoisted  from  the  crypt  and  set  >eady 


RECOGNinOIf  4M 

in  tlie  arena.  A  fnll  dozen  of  sndi  cages  hsd  been  set  oot. 
I  was  not  irith  the  gang  hoisting  these  cages  and  marBhallit^ 
other  liona  behind  posterns,  but  was  at  the  opposite  end  of 
the  arena  with  a  smaller  gang  which  was  engaged  in  getting 
ready  a  score  or  more  of  tigers  which  were  to  be  let  ont  after 
the  Uons  and  which  were  giving  a  great  deal  of  troable. 

Commodna  was  facing  my  end  of  the  arena  and  so  had  his 
back  to  the  lions  in  ^eir  cages,  which  were  abant  thirty 
yards  from  him.  The  liberated  ostriches  did  not  aeem  to 
pay  any  attention  to  Qie  caged  lions  and  etch,  as  he  waa 
driven  back  towards  Commodns  by  men  with  long  hay- 
forks, with  which  thc7  caught  the  birds'  necks  and  held  theni' 
off,  turned  furiously  on  Commodns  and  charged  him 
▼icionsly.  Sach  bird  Commodus  dodged  with  one  slight 
instantaneoQS  and  effortless  morem^;  each  bird  fell  dead' 
at  once,  neatly  clubbed  on  the  head. 

As  he  clubbed  the  last  ostrich  I,  saw  a  lion  step  dazedly 
and  tentatively  out  of  one  of  the  cages.  Of  course,  it  was 
not  intended  that  any  of  the  lions  should  be  liberated  until' 
the  Emperor  had  mounted  his  platform,  approved  the  bow 
selected  for  him  or  chosen  one  for  himself,  and  similarly 
inspected  and  approved  as  many  atrows  as  he  expected  to 
need.  It  was  hardly  possible  that  any  cage-door  came  opeo- 
by  accident.  I  conjectured  a  plot  similar  to  that  which  t 
had  seen  fail  when  the  piebald  horse  threw  himself  and  hia 
fall  and  the  wreck  of  the  chariot  he  helped  to  draw  failed 
to  cause  the  death  of  Pains  the  Charioteer. 

The  lion,  once  ho  was  wholly  ont  of  his  cage,  sneaked 
forward  his  length  or  more,  crouched,  and  bounded  towards 
Commodns.  A  shout  of  dismay,  horror  and  warning  went 
np  from  the  andience.  Karcia  shrieked  and  leapt  to  her 
teei.  Host  of  the  spectators  also  stood  np,  the  andience 
rising  in  a  sort  of  wave  as  it  emitted  its  yell  of  constema- 
ti<Hi. 

ConuooduB  whirled  xonnd,  saw  the  lion,  stood  and  c^ed 
him  precisely  as  if  be  had  been  a  charging  ostrich ;  appeued 
to  measure  the  diminishing  distance,  ^owed  no  sign  of  pei^ 
tnrbation,  cronched  slightly,  dodged  as  the  lion  sprang  rt 
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him;  dodged  so  ilightly  that  I  woa  sore  the  lion  had  him, 
but  so  eflectiTel;  ^t  no  ckw  touched  him;  etnigfateiLed 
np  u  the  lion,  vholly  in  the  air,  ehot  past  bim ;  ewung  hiB 
short  club  and  brouf^t  it  down  ou  the  lion's  neck;  and 
itood  there,  triomphant,  bj  a  lion  stretched  out  inotionleBS 
on  the  sand,  totally  limp  and  unmistakably  dead. 

Ifarcia  fainted. 

So  did  half  her  guests. 

So  did  some  of  the  older  eenatore. 

Commodus,  not  bo  much  aa  noticing  the  perturbation  of 
bia  guests,  not  even  Marcia,  called  out  to  the  OTerseer  in 
diarge  of  the  cages: 

'^ot  a  man  of  you  dare  move.     Stand  wheie  you  are." 

The  guarda,  a  batch  of  whom  were  stationed  at  each 
postern  by  which  the  attendants  entered  and  left  the  arma, 
zan  towards  the  Emperor.  He  ordered  them  to  summon 
■11  their  fellows  from  all  throuf^  the  Colosseum  and  when 
their  chief  officer  approached  him  gave  orders  that  ihey  form 
ft  cordon  behind  the  cages  and  see  to  it  that  no  man  of 
those  who  had  been  getting  out  the  cages  should  escape. 

While  this  was  being  done  the  spectators  had  reseated 
themselves,  the  inanimate  had  been  rsTived  and  even  Marcia 
had  lecoT^ed  consciousness  and  composure  and,  with  her 
guests  was  as  before  their  fri^t 

Whsu  all  were  in  order  Commodus  ordered : 

'Xet  out  another  lionl" 

The  overseer  in  charge  of  the  cages  and  the  office  of  the 
guards  demurred. 

"Do  as  I  tell  you  1"  Commodus  browbeat  the  overseer.  To 
the  officer  he  said: 

"If  I,  with  only  a  tonic  and  club,  am  not  afraid  of  a 
lion  charging  me,  you  and  your  men,  in  armor  and  with 
ebields  and  swords  ou^t  not  to  be  afraid." 

"We  are  not,"  the  officer  declared,  "we  are  concerned  for 
yon,  not  for  ourselves." 

"Pooh  I"  said  Commodus.  "If  I  could  kill  the  first  hand- 
ily when  I  was  not  expecting  him,  I  can  kill  all  the  rest  the 
fame  way  when  I  know  what  ia  coming.    A  lion,  by  that 
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iamide,  U  as  tuj  to  dodge  and  clab  dead  as  an  oBthch  or 
easier.    Send  me  another." 

Another  wu  let  out  amid  the  dead  lilence  of  tiie  daaad 
and  astounded  spectatoiB.  ConunodnB  killed  the  second  aa 
handily  as  the  flxat. 

Now  I  must  say  that  no  exphut  recorded  of  any  hnnua 
being  or  traditional  of  any  legendary  hero,  outclasses  as  a 
feat  of  etrragth,  coolnesBr  coorage  and  perfect  coordinati<Hi 
of  all  the  mental  and  physical  faciiltieB>  this  act  of  Com- 
modos'  in  killing  two  snccessire  lions  with  a  palm-wood  dub. 
A  diarging  lion  is  an  object  so  terrifying  as  to  chill  the 
blood  of  a  distant  onlooker.  Very  nnusnolly  good  nerrea 
and  Teiy  exceptional  eelf-confidrace  are  required  to  face  with 
compoaore  a  portent  which  appears  so  irresistible.  And 
-when  the  lion  emits  his  tiemendona  roar  and  rises,  bodily, 
into  the  air  in  his  mortal  spring,  mouth  wide  open,  its 
crimson  csvem  glaring,  teeth  gleaming,  eyes  blazing,  mane 
arect,  paws  spread,  claws  wide,  the  stoutest  heart  might 
veil  quslL  Yet,  after  barely  escaping  one  lion,  this  fool-' 
bardy  coxcomb,  this  vainglOTions  madcap,  joyously  called 
for  another  and  jauntily  despatched  bim:  vbatevOT  may  be 
said  against  Conunodoa  as  a  man  and  an  Emperor,  aa  an 
athlete  he  belioTed  in  himadf  and  justified  his  belief. 

He  called  for  a  third,  in  spite  of  Marda's  shrieks,  get* 
taring  to  her  to  sit  down  and  keep  still,  and  lau^iing  up 
at  her.  But  by  this  time  Aemilos  Isetns,  who  was  after^ 
wards  the  last  Prefect  of  the  Fretorium  to  Commodus  and 
irbo  was  then  an  officer  of  the  Guards,  superior  to  the  ofSeet 
who  bad  protested,  approached,  saluted  and  spoke  to  the 
Emperor.  Their  conference  was  conducted  in  tones  too  low 
to  be  overheard,  but  it  was  afterwards  reported,  both  by 
those  who  claimed  to  learn  of  it  from  Commodos  and  by 
those  who  claimed  to  have  been  informed  by  Lcatns,  that  he 
had  orged  upon  the  Emperor  that  his  personal  importanoa 
to  the  Bepnblic  was  too  great  for  him  to  risk  himself  so 
needksslj,  and  that  Commodos  bad  yielded  to  his  eqwetnlo- 
tiiHia. 

At  any  rate  Commodos  ordered  arrested  and  bound  ibtf 
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ntin  gtag  vho  hod  hem  hu^iiig  tin  liou*  cages.  Bb 
then  walked  up  to  them  and  enqnired  who  had  let  out  that 
fioiL  When  no  one  confeased  to  h&Ting  been  nsponsible 
and  seToal  were  accttaed  bj  thttir  feHows,  the  Emperor  gaiv 
orders  to  lead  off  all  concerned,  hale  them  not  before  tfae 
Palace  court,  nor  the  comnission  in  charge  of  proaecntiona 
fcr  offences  against  Imperial  Ifajea^,  bnt  before  the  i^nlar 
public  Bugistrate  in  charge  of  trii^  for  murder,  aaeaasin*- 
tion,  poisoning,  homicidal  conspiracy  and  the  like. 

"liet  him  put  the  entire  gang  to  tiie  tortnre,"  tlie  Em- 
peror was  reported  as  ordering.  "Let  him  prosecute  hia 
enquiry  until  be  gets  a  confession  plainly  naming  the  maa 
vIk)  bribed  the  poor  wretch  who  left  that  cage  half -fastened, 
or  tiie  nun  who  bribed  the  man  who  forced  him  to  do  i^ 
or  the  whole  chain  of  Bcoondrels,  from  the  noble  million- 
aire conspirators  who  hatched  the  idea,  tliron^  their  rabble 
of  go-betweens  down  to  tile  fool  who  hocussed  that  door- 
am^." 

After  ttie  prisonera  were  marched  off  Commodus  had  tha 
herald  apologise  for  Hie  interruption  of  the  entertainment, 
proclaim  that  it  woold  now  proceed  and  request  eTOrjone 
to  remain  to  enjoy  it    Then  he  mounted  his  platform. 

Yet  this  was  his  last  eihibition  of  himself  in  the  rAIa 
of  beast-elayer.  I  conjecture  tliat  as  the  episode  of  the  pie- 
bald horse  enlightened  him  as  to  tiie  facilities  for  unob- 
tmsive  aseasBination  afforded  his  enemies  by  his  public  ap- 
pearsnces  ss  a  charioteer,  so  this  episode  of  the  accidentally 
liberated  lion  awakened  him  to  the  ease  with  which  it  mif^t 
be  arranged,  whenever  he  entered  the  arena  as  a  beast- 
slayer,  tiiat  some  monster  might  be  loosed  at  him  ratlier  tlian 
for  him.  At  any  rate  he  never  again  took  hia  stand  in  the 
arena  for  his  long  idolized  eport  Beast^laying  he  thrace- 
forth  eschewed. 

Of  course  it  was  not  by  any  means  at  once  tiiat  we  in  the 
Choragium  realized  that  the  Emperor  had  abandoned  lua 
vagary.  We  knew  only  that  we  were  suddenly  unemployed 
and  were  merely  glad  of  the  respite  and  then  uneasy  at  tin 
ebange.    I  had  time  to  reflect  how  marvellous  had  been  my 
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IncJE.  Conunodos  bimaaU  had  tbiee  eeTeral  tiates  a^ed  me 
qnsetuHU  aboat  my  ability  to  coDtral  beasts;  Galen  bad  many 
times  stood  by  me  or  passed  near  no,  often  with  his  eyfli 
apparently  meeting  mine.  Satronius  Satto  had  stood  and 
ffoed  at  me,  not  three  yards  away.  A  score  of  other  sen- 
ators,  all  of  whom  had  known  me  in  the  dajv  of  my  proa* 
perity,  had  been  as  near  me,  and  noblemen  to  the  number 
of  something  like  a  hundred.  Not  one  of  these  had  identi- 
fied me. 

If  I  escaped  recognition  it  was*  I  conjectured,  becanae 
of  the  deep-seated  habit  of  mind  of  noblemen  end  more 
a:alted  personages  and  of  men,  like  Galen,  who  hare  risen 
to  a  station  in  life  which  places  them  on  an  equality  witii 
nobles;  the  habit  of  mind  which  makes  them  regard  a  sUn 
not  as  a  human  bong,  to  be  looked  at  as  an  individual,  m 
tbcj  look  at  an  equal  or  any  freeman,  but  as  a  mere  objeot 
like  a  door,  or  gate  or  piece  of  statuary  or  of  furniture  or  a 
mat  at  utensiL  Such  men  look  full  at  a  stare,  if  unknown 
io  them,  without  really  perceiving  him.  From  this  cauoi^ 
I  conceive,  I  escaped  recognition,  dfltecti«i«  and  annihilation. 

Much  Ufls  than  a  month  after  the  episode  of  Conuoodua 
and  the  two  lions  I  was  reading  in  my  qnartem,  when  the 
slave  detailed  as  my  personal  servant  entered  and,  cringing, 
aaid  that  there  was  a  gentleman  who  wanted  to  see  me.  I 
gazed  at  him  severely  and  aaid: 

"1  think  you  are  ir^iatgicfw  Please  remember  what  the 
procurator  told  yon  about  persons  desiring  to  intrude  on 
me." 

The  fellow  £airly  cowered,  visibly  sweating  and  tzemUinib 
but  insisted: 

"I  really  think  that  yon  really  will  be  glad  to  sea  thia 
gentleman." 

I  perceived  that  aome  unusual  enticement  must  have  bem 
ofFerad  the  pitiful  wretch  to  induce  bim  to  brave  the  terrora 
of  tbe  punishments  with  which  the  procurator  had  threat- 
coed  bim  if  he  allowed  any  would-be  visitors  to  reach  me.  It 
also  appeared  to  me  that  the  fellow  was  fond  of  me  mod 
bad  the  beat  of  intmtionB. 
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"Shov  tiH  gentleman  op,"  I  finallj  nid. 

He  had  be^  gone  bnt  a  Terj  Hhort  time  vhen  tiie  dam 
opened  and  in  came.  .  .  . 

Tannol 

He  shut  the  door  fast  and,  withont  a  word,  we  were  dasped 
in  a  close  embrace. 

When  our  emotionB  quieted  snfSdently  I  pressed  Tanno 
into  a  chair  and  reeomed  mine.  We  gaaed  at  eadi  other 
some  time  before  either  mastered  himself  enongfa  for  vorda. 
Tanno  spoke  first,  veiling  his  feelings  beneath  his  habitual 
focnlarit;.    He  said: 

"Caiiia>  yon  are  certainly  nnkiUable  or  bear  a  charmed 
life.  Ton  have  been  ofBcially  certified  as  dead  two  aefersl 
times.  First  yon  vere  butchered  by  the  Frstorians  at 
Ortona,  then  yon  were  assasainated  by  a  disgruntled  public- 
slave  in  the  Umbrian  Mountains:  after  two  demisea  here  you 
are,  as  alive  aa  possible.    Please  explain." 

"I  feel  faint,"  I  said,  "and,  illogically,  both  thirsfy  and 
hungry." 

I  aignalled  for  my  servitor  and,  almost  at  once,  he  bron^t 
plenty  of  the  Choragium's  more  than  passable  wine,  fresh 
bread  and  a  varied  of  cold  vianda.  A  draught  of  wine  and 
a  monthfnl  of  bread  and  ham  made  me  feel  myself.  Thai 
I  told  about  my  close  shaves  when  I  three  several  times  barely 
escaped  assassination  at  the  hands  of  partizans  of  Bulla, 
about  the  kindness  of  the  VUKcut  and  procurator  and  why 
I  had  changed  my  name. 

"Why  didn't  yon  send  at  least  a  tiny  note  to  Yedia  and 
let  her  know  yon  were  alive  after  all  P"  he  queried. 

"I  have  lain  awake  night  after  ni^t,"  I  replied,  "com- 
posing letters  to  Vedia  and  to  you,  letters  which  would  tdl 
you  what  I  wanted  if,  by  good  luck,  they  came  into  your 
hands,  but  which,  if  tJiey  fell  into  the  hands  of  secret- 
service  agents,  would  tell  nothing  and  not  so  much  as  arouse 
enough  suspicion  to  cause  them  to  investigate  me  and  take 
a  look  at  me.  I  could  not  frame,  to  my  satisfaction,  even 
one  such  letter.  I  knew  that  any  messengar  I  employed 
would  moat  likely  post  o£F  to  some  Imperial  spy  and  ahoit 
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Jum  my  letter  before  he  took  it  to  its  deatisatioQ  or  instead 
of  delivering  it.  I  canTassed  every  poeaible  messenger,  from 
my  peTBonal  serritor  here  in  the  Cboragium,  through  all  the 
alavee  I  knew  here  or  in  the  Colosaeom  who  are  free  to  ran 
about  the  city,  up  to  every  sort  of  etreet-gamin,  idler,  loafer, 
sycoidiant  and  what  not.  I  could  not  think  of  any  kind  of 
messenger  vho  wonld  be  safe,  nor  of  any  letter  vhich  would 
Dot  be  dangerous.  Much  as  I  wanted  to  apprise  Vedia  of  n^ 
anrviTal  I  could  not  but  feel  that  any  attempt  on  my  part 
to  commonicate  with  her  or  with  yon  wonld  lead  etr&ight  to 
betrayal,  detection,  recognition  and  the  death  from  which 
Agatbemer  saved  me." 

*^  believe  you  -wen  right,**  Tanno  agreed.  "It  haa  all 
come  ont  for  the  best  You  are  alive  and  nnsuspeoted  and 
I  have  found  you." 

*^ow  did  you  find  me?"  I  queried. 

^Galen,"  he  said,  to  my  astonishment,  "told  me  that  you 
irere  sheltered  in  the  Cboragimn,  cloaked  under  the  h^1« 
and  title  of  Festus  the  Besst-Taraer.  He  eaid  he  recog* 
nized  yon  last  &11,  but  did  not  judge  it  wise  to  give  nte  or 
Yedia  so  much  as  ft  hint  as  long  as  yon  were  busy  in  the 
arena  in  full  view  of  all  Borne  «i  festival  days  and  under 
the  eyes  of  our  entire  nobility  during  our  Prince's  ezhibi* 
tions  of  himself  as  Hercules  Delinms.  When  Commodui 
abruptiy  realized  that  beaet-killing  might  not  suit  his  health 
because  of  the  opportunities  it  gave  for  accidentally  letting 
lions  or  tigers  or  what  not  out  of  th^r  cages  at  unexpected 
momenta,  since  he  was  not  likely  to  revert  to  his  renounced 
■port  and  yon  were  not  likely  to  be  so  much  in  demand  and 
therefore  less  likely  to  be  much  under  observation,  Galoi 
thought  it  safe  to  tell  me.  He  says  he  has  always  b^ved 
that  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  Egnatios  Capito's  con- 
spiracy, had  merely  been  seen  by  eome  secret-service  agent 
while  talking  to  Capito,  never  were  a  member  of  his  con- 
qaracy,  never  conspired  against  Commodus,  never  were  dia* 
loyal,  have  never  been  and  are  not  any  danger  to  our  Prince 
and  therefore  are  a  man  to  be  shielded  rather  than  informed 
Ml.    So  he  kept  his  face  when  he  recognized  you  in  tba 


4M  ANBIVIUS  HEDULIO 

uena  muqnflnding  u  Feetns  and  kept  his  counsel  till 
ht  judged  tiia  time  rip«  to  tell  me. 

*^  at  once  told  Vedia,  in  person  and  printc>fy.  She  is 
overjoyed,  and,  jort  as  her  encounter  with  you  on  the 
Flaminian  Road  not  only  stopped  her  proposed  marriage  to 
Orensins  Pacollua,  bat  made  her  feel  she  never  wanted  to 
hear  of  him  again,  so  your  resurrection  and  reappearance 
now  has  spoiled  an  apparent];  prosperoos  wooing  of  her  by 
Flavins  Clemens,  who  is  as  good  a  fellow  as  lives;  nobl% 
rich,  handsome,  charming  and  just  such  a  suitor  as  Vedi* 
mi^t  and  should  have  married  if  yon  were  really  dead, 
and  one  she  could  not,  in  any  case,  help  fiirting  with.  She 
mnst  have  admiration,  attention  and  admirers.  With  all 
her  love  of  gaiety  she  loves  yon  unalterably." 

"I  infer,"  I  said,  "that  she  told  yon  of  our  encounter  on 
the  Flaminian  Way." 

''She  did,"  he  answered,  "and  gave  me  a  full  report  of 
jant  story  of  your  adraitnrea  from  Flosnmia's  Tavern  till 
she  uw  yon.  Aa  soon  as  we  conferred  we  both  started  to 
use  all  our  influence  and  any  amount  of  cash  necessary  (we 
boih  have  cash  to  spare,  htMrds  of  it)  to  arrange  for  your 
legal  manumission  by  the  fisaa,  yonr  disappearance,  and 
your  comfort  in  some  secure  shelter  until  it  might  be  safe 
for  yon  to  reappear  as  yourself  in  your  proper  station  in 
society. 

''We  fonnd  we  should  have  no  difficulty  in  arranging  for 
yonr  mannmission.  It  has  already  beoi  favorably  reported 
on  the  recommendatian  of  the  anthoritieB  of  Nnceria.  We 
had  only  to  slip  a  small  bribe  or  two  to  expedite  matters. 
Bnt  when  we  sent  off  a  dependable  agent,  armed  with  aU 
the  necessary  papers,  to  set  yon  free  from  yonr  captivity  on 
the  Imperial  estate,  and  provide  you  with  plenty  of  cash  to 
make  everything  smooth  tor  your  disappearance,  he  was  con- 
fronted with  a  most  drcnmstantial  story  of  your  assassina- 
tion and  burial,  with  the  ofiOcial  reports  of  both  and  the 
affirmation  of  an  upper  inspector  who  had  investigated  the 
matter. 

''We  eoold  not  bnt  think  yon  dead  in  flict  and  Tedia  wia 
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M  heartbroken  m  five  years  ago,  if  &ot  more  to,  for  the 
famous  of  that  romantic  enconnter  with  you  was  magicaL 
I  believed  joq  dead  and  waa  aatouuded  when  Oalen  gave  me 
Ijis  information.    Tedia  is  as  amazed  as  I." 

Aft»  some  matnal  deBoltor;  chat  he  fell  to  questioning 
las  about  mj  adventures  and,  drinking  and  eating  when  the 
homor  took  us,  we  spent  most  of  the  day  together,  I  rehears- 
ing for  him  ^I  that  I  had  told  Vedia  and  much  more  in 
detail  and  also  telling  of  all  which  had  befallen  mo  since 
then. 

When  Taono  left,  it  waa  as  late  as  he  could  posaibly  re- 
main and  yet  reach  the  Baths  of  Titus  in  time  for  the  brief* 
Mt  bath  there. 

"Sat  day  he  came  again. 

By  this  time  both  he  and  I  had  had  time  to  think  ovet 
the  situation  and  to  arrive  at  definite  conclusions  as  to 
what  was  best  to  da  I  was  delighted  to  find  that  hie  ideas 
and  mine  agreed  as  to  all  eaaentialB. 

When  he  first  came  in  he  said: 

"I  had  mighty  little  aleep  last  ni^t  I  ooold  hardly 
dose  my  eyes  for  thinking  over  your  marvellous  adventurea. 
The  more  I  ponder  over  them  the  more  wonderful  they 
seem;  especially  your  involvement  with  llaternus;  your  en- 
counter with  Fescrauios  Niger;  your  presence  in  the  Circus 
MayJTnfffl  when  Conunodns: — I  mean  Falus: — drove  his  car 
over  the  axles  of  the  stalled  chariots  and  esoaped  between 
them  out  of  the  unaah  and  wreckage ;  your  involvement  with 
the  mntineera,  and  your  safety  in  Borne  all  these  months, 
eveoi  in  the  sroia  of  the  amphitheater.  I  oongratolate 
jou." 

Then  he  told  me  his  i^an  which  be  had  already  talked 
over  with  Yedia  and  which  she  approved.  There  happened 
to  be  in  Home  a  distingaished  and  wealthy  provincial  of 
senatorial  rank,  about  to  leave  for  Africa,  where  his  estates 
were  Bituated  and  where  he  ovmed  vast  properties  near  Car- 
thage, Hippo  Begius,  Hadrumetum,  lAmbtesie  and  Thysdros, 
in  all  of  which  placee  he  had  residences  of  palatial  propor- 
tioBS  and  luxury.    He  had  been  making  tmtpnifia  among  hit 
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tcqnAintaiices  for  a  ilave  mnch  of  tbe  sort  Agathemer  had 
been  to  me.  He  had  not  foand  one  to  snit  him.  Tanno 
thought  that  !  would  luit  him  and  eould  easily  pass  myself 
off  as  the  sort  of  man  he  irant«d.  Then  I  would  get  out  ot 
Borne  uuBnepected  and  be  comfortable  and  well  treated  in  the 
most  Italian  of  all  our  out-provinces,  in  s  ddigfatful  climate, 
amid  abundance  of  all  the  good  things  of  life. 

I  agreed  with  him. 

Then  he  disclosed  hia  plan  for  bringing  this  about  By 
inflaence  or  bribing  or  both  he  would  arrange  to  hare  ms 
■old  out  of  tbe  Cboragium,  ostensibly  as  sow  guperSnons 
there,  and  to  have  me  bought  from  the  fUcus  by  a  depoid- 
able  and  cloae-moatfaed  go-between  buyer,  who  would  agree 
to  hold  me  for  quick  resale  to  a  purchaser  designated  by 
Tanno.  Thus  Nonitu  Libo,  the  wealthy  provincial  who  was 
to  be  induced  to  purchaae  me,  would  know  nothing  of  my 
identity  with  Festns  the  Animal  Tamer  or  of  my  conoec- 
ti<m  with  the  Cboragium. 

I  acdaimed  this  project  as  far  more  promising  than 
Yedia's  plan  to  seclude  me  in  the  dreary  wilds  of  Brut^um. 

Tanno  gave  me  a  letter  and  went  off.  I  found  the  missive 
a  long  and  loving  letter  from  Vedia:  one  to  soothe  and 
transport  any  lover. 

Tanno  had  said  that  he  would  not  visit  me  again  except 
as  vras  absolutely  needful,  considering  it  reckless  and  vea- 
turesome  to  run  tbe  risk  of  some  Imperial  spy  noticing  bia 
visits  to  the  Choragiom  and  making  inyestigatioDa.  Though 
he  remarked  that  no  man  in  Rome  seemed  less  likely  than 
he  to  be  suspected  of  disloyalty,  intrigue  or  of  bang  a  dan- 
ger to  the  Prince. 

Within  a  very  few  days  he  paid  me  one  more  riait  to 
inform  me  that  everything  had  gone  well,  that  all  necea- 
sary  arrangements  bad  been  made  for  my  sale  by  the  /Escus 
out  of  the  Cboragium,  and  all  necessary  preparations  made 
to  take  full  advantage  of  it 

A  few  days  later  I  was  formally  sold  for  cash  to  a  pro- 
vincial alave-deeler,  named  Olynthidea.  In  a  slave-barrack 
wbUsh.  be  had  hired  for  tbe  mouth  only  I  found  m^elf  with 
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»  motle;  crew,  bat  kept  apart  from  them  and  comfntaUy 
lodged,  well  fed  and  coneideratelf  treated,  as  valuable  mer^ 
diandiae. 

The  day  after  Olyntfaides  had  boogtit  me  NoniuB  libo 
came  to  inspect  me.  He  talked  to  me  in  Latin  and  in 
Greek,  commended  my  flnency  and  polish  in  the  nee  of  boUi, 
bad  me  vrite  ont  a  letter  in  each  ^  hie  dictation,  read  both 
and  commended  my  accuracy,  script  and  speed;  questioned 
me  about  the  history  of  music,  painting,  and  sculptare  and 
as  to  my  (pinions  on  the  works  of  variooB  sculptors,  paint- 
ers, architects  and  composers;  asked  abont  my  tastes  along 
these  lines  and  as  to  jerelry,  fine  furniture,  tapestries,  car- 
pete  and  the  like;  also  as  to  my  personal  tastes  conceming 
lodging,  bathing,  hunting,  food  and  clothing  and  was  I  a 
good  Bailor  and  fond  of  the  sea;  and  stated  that  I  suited 

I  waa  not  present  at  his  chaffering  with  Olynthides  but, 
after  no  long  interval  I  was  snmmoned  into  tiie  conrtyard 
and  Olynthides  handed  me  otct  to  N<huiu  libo-  along  with 
a  bUlof  sole. 
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OLTNTHIDEa  had  said  to  me: 
"I  make  it  a  point  always  to  foiget  the  namei  of  the 
daves  I  bny  for  cash  without  any  guarantees  and  resell  the 
eame  way.  I  have  as  bad  a  memory  for  names  as  any  man 
alire  and  I  help  my  bad  memory  to  be  as  much  worse  as  I  can. 
Ill  forget  your  name  in  a  few  daya.  I  am  not  sure  I  re* 
member  it  now.    What  is  it?" 

I  was  leady  for  him,  for  I  had  made  np  my  mind  to 
change  my  name  again  and  had  selected  my  new  name. 

'Thorbas,,"  I  answered. 

"Ob,  yee  I"  he  ruminated,  "Fhorboa,  to  be  sorei    I  ahonld 
have  said  Flonu  or  Foslius  or  sometbing  like  that    Hiorbaal 
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FU  rsmember  Photbu  till  tfter  jov  are  aold  and  the  cuh 
in  my  huidi  and  yort  and  your  new  master  out  of  aijjtt. 
Then  I'll  forget  that  too,  like  all  tiie  rest." 

Am  Phorbas,  Fhorbas  the  Art  ConnoiaBear,  I  bc^as  d^  Ufa 
with  Nonius.  He  was  domicilftd  in  a  palace  of  a  residaios 
on  the  Caruue,  which  he  bad  leased  for  the  short  term  ot 
hie  proposed  stay  in  Borne.  There  I  was  lodged  in  a  reallf 
magnificent  apartment,  with  a  private  baUi,  a  liunirions  bed- 
XDom,  a  smaller  bedroom  for  &.e  slave  detailed  to  nit  on 
me,  a  tiny  triclinium  and  a  jewel  of  a  sitting-room,  gorgeona 
vitii  statnettes  and  paintings,  crammed  with  objects  of  art 
and  walled  with  a  nrtcoBo's  selection  of  the  beet  books  vt 
the  best  possible  materials  and  workmanship. 

There  I  spent  some  hapt^  days.  Nonius  had  told  me  I 
might  go  out  all  I  plessed.  I  lud  replied  that  I  preferred 
to  remain  indoors  nntil  we  set  oot  for  Carthage.  He  smiledf 
nodded  and  said: 

"I  understand :  do  as  yon  like." 

I  passed  my  time  most  agreeab^,  except  for  several  iotra- 
aions  by  Libo's  wife,  Bofia  Clatenna.  She  was  a  tsU,  taw- 
boned,  lean  woman,  with  onmanageable  hair  which  would  not 
itay  crimped,  a  hatchet  face,  too  mnch  nose  and  too  little 
chin,  a  stringy  seek,  very  large,  red,  knnckly  hands  and  big 
flat  feet.  She  had  s  mania  for  economy  and  close  bargains, 
■eemed  to  regard  her  hnsband  as  an  easy  mark  for  swindlers 
and  to  be  certain  that  he  had  been  cheated  when  he  bou^t 
Ute.  She  thought  ho'self  an  art-ezpet,  whereas  she  had  no 
■onnd  knowledge  of  any  branch  of  art,  so  memory  for  what 
Ae  had  heard  and  seen,  and  no  taste  whatever.  To  demon- 
atrate  that  her  hnsband  had  made  a  bad  bargain  when  ht 
bonght  me  she  bored  me  with  endless  queetionB  ccmcemiog 
the  cootoits  of  her  domicile,  of  which  she  nnderstood  al- 
most nothing,  and  concerning  famons  composers,  paioto^ 
■cnlptors  and  architects,  as  to  whom  she  confused  the  few 
names,  dates  and  works  she  thonght  she  knew  about. 

Nonins  csme  on  ns  in  his  atrium  while  she  was  putting 
OM  through  a  questionnaire  on  every  status  painting  and 
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eamng  in  it  The  first  tune  be  mr  me  alone  be  Mid, 
mtiliiig: 

"You  mostnt  mind  bei ;  I  pat  up  with  her,  jaa  can,  too." 

When  he  came  into  my  apartment  and  told  me  he  meant 
to  aet  off  from  Bome  next  day,  I  Tentnred  to  expresB  my 
puzzlement  that  he  bad  bought  me  and  neTer  mentioned  to 
me,  since  I  came  into  his  poBseaaion,  any  of  tlie  aubjecto 
on  which  he  had  questioned  me  and  for  knowledge  of  which 
he  bad,  presumably,  wanted  me. 

''Ob,"  he  eaid,  "I  didn't  boy  yon  for  myself.  I  know 
ncy  little  about  art  and  music  and  am  no  connoiaseur  at 
alL  I  boQ^t  yon  for  my  cousin  Fmnponius  Falco.  He  ia 
«a  much  interested  in  such  matters  as  any  man  in  Africa. 
He  ia  richer  than  I  and  you'll  find  him  the  beet  poaaible 
master.  HeHl  be  at  Carthage  when  we  get  ibtn  and  111 
reaell  you  to  him  soon  after  we  land." 

Konins  and  Clatenna  had  no  children,  but  doted  on  her 
aiater's  bod,  a  lad  of  not  much  over  twenty,  lean  as  his 
ftont,  but  small  boned  and  not  unshapely.  He  was  not, 
however,  handsome,  for  he  bad  a  p&s^,  grayish  cmnplmcion, 
thin  lank  hair,  almost  no  beard,  and  a  long  noae  suggesting 
a  proboscis.  His  name  was  Rufins  Libo,  and  be  was  IfonJUB 
Iiibo's  heir.  In  his  favor  Nonius  made  a  will  a  few  days 
before  we  left  Borne,  leaving  him  bis  entire  estate  exoe^ 
•  jointarfl  to  Clatenna,  endowments  to  some  mnnidpal  in- 
•titationa  in  his  home  towns,  legadea  to  varioos  friends  and 
manumission  to  faithful  slaves.  Of  this  will  be  bad  several 
duj^icatea  made  and  ^nperly  witoeased  and  sealed.  One 
of  these  he  left  on  deposit  in  Bome ;  another  be  despatched 
to  Carthage  by  a  special  messenger  by  way  of  ^egium, 
Messana,  the  length  of  Sicily  to  Lilybtsum  and  thence  by 
•ea  to  Carthage;  and  he  gave  one  each  to  Clatenna  and  to 
Bufins. 

When  he  gave  ordos  for  the  despatch  of  the  co^^  of  hia 
will  by  the  special  messenger  I  was  astonished,  as  I  aa- 
flumed  that  we  were  to  travel  by  the  same  route.  But  I 
fonnd  that  be  meant  to  sail  all  the  way  from  the  Tibanida 
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wtter-front  of  Borne  to  CartliAge.  Thia  unued  me.  And 
not  mmatunlly.  For  we  Bomuu  generally  dislike  or  ereai 
tbhor  the  sea  and  sail  it  aa  little  aa  possible,  making  our 
jonneya  as  mach  as  we  can  b;  land  and  as  little  as  nay  be 
hj  water,  choosing  any  detoni  by  land  which  will  abortem 
what  crossings  of  the  sea  cannot  be  avoided. 

Among  the  few  Bomam  whom  I  have  known  who  eojoy 
■ea  Tcr^agee  I  connt  myself.  Of  all  of  them  Nonins  ont- 
dassed  the  rest.  He  worshiped  the  \nisr  and  waa  happiest 
when  afioat  and  w^  ont  to  sea.  He  told  me  that  he  had 
■pent  more  money  on  hia  private  yacht  than  on  any  of  hit 
lesidences,  and,  when  I  eaw  her,  I  bdieved  him.  A  laig^, 
better  deatgned,  bett»  eqoipped,  better  manned,  better  sap- 
plied,  better  appointed  private  yacht  I  never  beheld.  Hit 
towers  kept  perfect  time  end  made  top  speed  all  down  the 
Tiber,  her  crew  set  sail  like  maQ-of-warsmen,  her  officers  "wen 
pattern  seamen  and  got  the  very  most  speed  on  their  way 
from  every  condition  of  wind  and  weather.  Bnfina  and 
Clatenna,  while  not  as  good  sailors  as  Nonins  and  I,  veie 
notably  good  sailors  and  we  had  a  very  pleasant  voyage  imtil 
we  were  almost  in  sight  of  Carthage.  Then  ws  encountered 
a  really  terrific  storm. 

Now  I  am  not  going  into  any  details  of  onr  disaster.  I 
do  not  know  whether  all  writers  of  memoirs  get  shipwrecked 
or  alt  snrvivora  of  shipwrecks  writs  reminiscences,  bnt  I  am 
certain  tiist  of  all  the  conntless  memoirs  I  have  read  in  the 
course  of  my  life,  ninefy-nine  ont  of  every  hundred  con- 
tained one  or  more  accoonta  of  shipwrecks,  narrated  with 
the  minnteBt  detail  and  dwelling  on  the  horrors,  agonies,  mis- 
eries, fears,  discomforts  and  uncertainties  of  the  survivors 
and  narrators  with  every  circumstance  calculated  to  harrow 
np  their  readers'  feelings.  I  could  write  t  similar  metico- 
louB  narrative  of  my  only  shipwreck,  and  ft  was  sufficiently 
nncomfortable,  terrifjring,  ghastly  and  hideous  to  glut  a 
reada'  as  greedy  of  horrors  as  could  be,  bat  I  am  geing  to 
pass  over  it  as  lightly  as  possible  and  Bummorize  it  ta 
briefly  as  I  may. 

Suffice  it  to  set  down  here  that  we  were  not  driven  on 
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any  Toe^  or  n^  or  shoal  nor  did  we  collide  witii  anj  other 
■hip.  Iiaboring  heavily  in  the  open  sea,  BtreiaiDg  oa  the 
crests  and  wallowing  in  the  troug'he  of  the  stapendoos  billows, 
tiie  yacht,  even  as  carefully  bnilt  a  yacht  as  libo's,  began 
to  leak  appallingly,  the  innisb  of  the  water  surpaseed  the 
utmost  capacif^  of  the  pumps  and  the  most  frantic  eSorta 
of  the  men  at  them;  Uie  ressd  settled  lower  and  lower, 
labored  more  and  more  bearily  and  was  manifestly  abont 
to  founder. 

The  officers  were  capable  men,  the  small  boats  sturdy  and 
their  crews  and  steersmen  skillfal  and  confident  Clatenna 
was  brave  and  Libo  magnificent  He  kepi  bis  head,  domi- 
nated his  officers,  and  insisted  tiiat  Bnfius  and  I  should 
embark  in  a  difFetent  boat  from  that  to  which  be  and  Cla- 
tenna trusted  themselves.  He  personally  saw  to  it  that 
Clatenna  and  Bufius  had,  on  their  persona,  each  their  copy 
of  his  wilL 

Both  boats  were  snccessfnlly  laonched,  and,  u  we  drew 
away  from  the  doomed  ship,  we  saw  a  third  and  fourth  pat 
off  with  other  valued  members  of  his  household.  While  a 
fifth  and  sixth  were  being  swung  overboard  we  saw,  from 
the  top  of  a  huge  svrell,  the  yacht  go  under  and  vanish; 
saw,  when  we  next  rose  on  the  chine  of  a  billow,  the  water 
dotted  with  spars,  wreckage  and  swimmers;  saw,  five  or  six 
times  more,  the  three  other  boats :  and  then  many  times,  hig^ 
on  a  vast  wave,  beheld  only  the  waste  of  lifeless  waters, 
without  boat  or  swimmer. 

All  night  we  floated  and,  not  long  aftw  sunriae,  we  were 
■een  and  rescued  by  a  trading  ship  from  Carales  in  Sar- 
dinia, bound  for  Carthage. 

At  Carthage  we  vrere  soon  in  the  palace  formerly  Libo's 
and  now  the  proper^  of  Bufius.  He,  on  succeeding  to  hie 
uncle's  estate,  at  once  rewarded  vrith  a  huge  donation  the 
steersman  of  the  boat  in  which  we  had  been  saved,  saying 
that  the  other  steersmen  did  th^  best,  but  that,  if  the 
others  had  been  as  dexterous  as  he,  his  aunt  and  nnele 
would  not  have  perished  by  so  deplorable  and  eo  untiinely  a 
death. 


mo  ANDIVIUS  HEDUUO  , 

Withilt  «  few  days  he,  nov  mj  owner  by  inhflrituice,  sold 
me  to  Fompoolos  FbIco,  ks  Nonius  hui  intended  to  do  faimr 
self. 

Fslco  liked  me  tt  first  eight  and  I  him.  He  vis  a  man 
between  thirty-fire  and  forty  years  <^  age,  a  natnral  bom 
bachelor  and  art  connoisseor.  He  ma  at  medium  height,  at 
BtoQt  build,  with  cnrly  black  hair  and  a  curly  black  beard, 
a  swarthy  complexion,  a  bullet  bead,  a  bull  neck,  a  faoge 
chert  and  plump  arms  and  l^a.  He  was  by  no  means  un- 
handsome in  appearance  and  very  jovial,  good-hamored,  and 
good-natured ;  nunif eetly  fond  of  all  the  good  things  of  life 
and  able  to  discriminate  and  ^predate  the  best 

For  Beveral  days  after  I  came  into  his  possession  I  was 
bis  dearest  toy.  He  spent  mart  of  bis  w^dng  honrs  con- 
Tersing  with  me  about  music  and  mocdcians,  poetry  and 
poets,  literatnre  and  authors,  paintings  and  painters,  rtatn- 
ary  and  sculptors,  architecture  and  arcbitecta,  genu,  ivories, 
embroideries,  textiles,  furniture,  pottery  and  even  auto- 
graphs and  autograph  collecting.  He  seemed  to  ai^rain 
me  an  expert  on  all  such  lines  and  to  be  well  pleased  with  bis 
purchase. 

Certainly  I  was  as  well  clothed,  fed,  lodged  and  attended 
aa  if  I  bad  beoi  bis  twin-brother. 

Before  he  had  owned  me  many  days  Faico  said  to  me: 

"Phorbas,  I've  been  puzzling  abont  you.  You  are  a  slan 
and  you  were  sold  to  poor  labo  and  by  Bufius  to  me  as  a 
Greek.  Yet  you  have  none  of  the  appearance  nor  bdiavior  of 
a  Qreek  nor  yrt  of  a  slave.  You  look  and  act  and  talk  like  a 
freeman  bom  and  a  fall-blooded  Boman,  and  a  noble  afe 
that     Please  explain." 

If^ow,  of  course,  in  iTn*giniTig  b11  the  forms  in  which  I 
might  be  assaulted  by  the  perils  which  beset  me,  I  had  fon- 
seen  just  such  a  query  as  this  utterance  of  Falco's  involved 
and  I  had  pondered  and  rehearsed  my  answer.  I  realiiied 
that  I  must  be  ready  with  a  reply  i^oUy  plausible  because 
entirely  consonant  with  the  facts  of  our  social  lif^  as  they 
existed,  ao  that  no  one  could  take  any  exception  to  it.  I 
tiiooght  I  had  framed  such  a  rejdy. 
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Ton  know  how  it  ia,"  I  anawerod  aaaily.  "A.  Bomao 
muter  bays  &  joimg  and  comely  Oreek  handmaid.  In  due 
conne  she  haa  a  daughter,  legally  alao  a  slave  and  nominally 
a  Greek,  yet  half  Roman.  When  she  ia  grown,  if  ahe  happena 
to  be  comely  and  the  proper^  of  a  maater  like  most  masters, 
she  haa  a  danghter,  a  slxTe  and  spoken  of  aa  a  Qredc,  yet 
only  a  qnarter  Greek.  If  she  baa  a  similar  daughter,  that 
dBDghter,  a  slave  and  called  a  Greek,  la  only  one.«ghth 
Greek.  I  conceire,  from  all  I  know,  that  my  great  grand- 
mother, grandmother  and  mother  were  such  alaTe  womflo. 
I,  a  slave  and  ostensibly  a  Greek,  am  fifteen-sixteenths  Roman 
n<rf)le,  by  ancestry,  according  to  my  reckoning.  No  wonder 
my  descent  shows  in  my  bearing,  Tnanm-i'  and  conversation." 

This  answer  was,  actually,  not  so  far  from  the  facts,  my 
mother,  grandmother  and  great-grandmother  had,  certainly, 
been  Soman  noblewomen,  daughters  indeed,  each  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  longest-lineaged  houses  of  our  nobility;  and, 
like  my  father,  grandfather  and  great-grandfather,  my  great- 
great-grandfather  had  been  a  Boman  nobleman.  But  his 
father,  my  great-great-great-grandfather,  had  been  a  fi«ed- 
man,  manumitted  in  the  days  of  Nero,  acquiring  great 
wealth,  attaining  equestrian  rank  during  the  last  years  of 
Nero's  reign,  and  vastly  enriched  daring  the  confosion  of 
the  dvil  wars,  marrying  a  young  and  wealthy  widow  after 
Vespasian  was  firmly  established  at  Borne  by  the  cruehing 
id  Uie  insurrection  of  Claudius  Civilis. 

Probably  the  general  consonance  of  my  answer  vrith  the 
facts  made  my  utterance  of  it  more  convincing.  Certain^ 
it  appealed  to  Falco. 

"Just  about  what  I  conjectured,"  he  said,  smiling.  "And 
will  you  tell  me  in  what  part  of  Italy  and  on  what  estate 
yon  were  bom  and  how  you  came  by  your  air  of  aristocratic 
culture  and  by  your  nurveUous  dilettantism  P* 

"I  know  what  I  know  and  am  what  I  am,"  I  replied,  ''he- 
cause  I  was,  from  childhood,  treated  just  as  if  a  son  instead 
of  a  slave;  pampered,  indulged  and  made  much  of.  That 
lasted  till  I  was  more  than  fall-grown. 

"He  misfortunes  of  the  fanuJy  to  which  I  belonged  coma 
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■0  ntddenly  thst  I  vas  not  mMnunittod,  as  I  abould  ban 
been  bad  my  mftster  had  so  much  as  a  day's  warnitig  of  hia 
downfalL  I  was  sold  to  a  fool  and  a  brute,  as  yon  bsTs 
probably  inferred  from  my  back.  The  marks  of  his  bar- 
barity vhicb  I  bear,  and  my  lasting  grief  for  the  calamitf 
of  the  household  in  which  I  was  bom,  make  me  unwilling 
to  tell  you  anything  of  my  past  prerious  to  my  purchase  from 
Olyntbidea  by  Nonius  Idbo." 

"Wellj"  be  said,  "your  feeling  is  natural  and  I  shall  not 
xirge  my  curiosity  on  yon.  I  mean  to  indulge  you  and  eren 
pamper  you;  mean  to  endeavor  to  indulge  you  and  psnaper 
yon  80  yon  will  feel  more  indulged  and  pampered  than  ever 
in  your  life.  Ill  make  a  new  will,  at  onc^  leaving  yon 
your  freedom  and  a  handsome  proper^.  I  expect  to  live  ont 
a  long  life,  all  my  kin  have  been  healthy  and  long-lived.  But 
one  can  never  be  certain  of  living  and  I  mean  to  run  no 
risks  of  your  having  any  more  troubles.  You  deserve  ease 
and  comfort.  And  you  shall  have  them  if  I  can  arrange  it 
I  love  yon  like  a  bam  brother  and  mean  to  treat  yon  as  vndl 
as  if  yon  were  my  twin." 

The  year  in  which  Commodns  killed  the  two  lions,  eadi 
with  one  blow  of  his  trifling-looking  little  palm-wood  dnb, 
in  which  yesr  I  was  sold  out  of  the  Choragium,  and  pur- 
chased fay  Nonius,  in  which  I  crossed  the  sea,  was  wrecked 
and  saved  and  resold  to  Falco,  was  the  nine  hundred  and 
forty-first  year  of  the  City  *  and  the  ninth  of  the  reign  of 
Commodns,  the  year  in  which  the  consuls  were  AUios  Fus- 
cianns  and  Dnillias  Silanns,  each  for  the  second  time.  In 
Africa,  with  Falco,  I  spent  that  and  the  following  year  very 
comfortably  and  happily,  for  I  wu  as  well  clotiied,  fed, 
lodged  and  tended  as  Falco  himself.  I  liked  him,  even  loved 
him,  and  I  felt  perfectly  safe. 

I^e  climate  of  Africa  agreed  with  me,  and  I  liked  tbe 
fare,  especially  the  many  kinds  of  fruit  which  we  seldom 
see  in  Borne  and  then  not  in  their  beat  condition,  and  soma 

■188  AJ). 


PHORBAS  479 

of  which  we  never  aee  in  Italy  at  all.  I  admired  the  sceneiy, 
and  I  delighted  in  the  cities,  not  onlj  Carthage  and  Utica, 
but  both  Hi|^  Begias  and  Hippo  Diarrb^rtns,  and  also 
Hadmmetiim,  Tacape,  Cirta  and  Theveste,  and  eren  each 
mere  towns  as  Lambtesie  and  ThysdmB,  which  last  baa  an 
amphitheater  second  only  to  the  ColoBaeum  itself.  They 
all  had  fine  amphitheaters,  magnificent  circuses,  gorgeous 
theaters  and  smnptuons  pnblic  hot  baths.  Kot  one  but  had 
a  fine  library,  a  creditable  public  picture-gallery,  and  many 
noble  groups  of  statuary,  with  countless  fine  statues  adorning 
the  public  buildings,  streets  and  parks.  The  society  of  aU 
these  places  was  delightfully  cultured,  easy  and  unaffected. 
I  revelled  in  it  and  could  not  have  been  happier  except  that 
I  never  heard  from  Tedia  or  Tanno,  let  alone  had  a  letter 
from  either.  And  I  wrote  to  both  and  sent  off  letter  after 
letter  to  one  or  the  other.  For  it  seemed  to  me  that  a  letto' 
in  this  form  could  not  excite  any  suspicion. 

"Phorbas  gives  greeting  to  Opaitius,  and  informs  him  that 
after  he  had  been  sold  by  Olyntiiides  to  Nonius  Libo,  he  sur- 
vived the  sinking  of  his  owner's  yacht  and  was  sold  by  libo'a 
heir  to  Fomponins  Falco,  in  whose  retinue  be  now  is.  Fare- 
well." 

I  sent  off,  at  least  once  a  season,  a  letter  like  this  to  both 
Tanno  and  Vedia.  No  word  from  either  ever  reached  me. 
I  could  but  coQJectiire  that  all  my  letters  had  miscarried. 

Meanwhile,  besides  being  reminded  of  it  each  tine  I  wrote 
to  Tanno  or  Vedia,  I  did  not  forget  that  I  was  a  proscribed 
fugitive,  my  life  forfeit  if  I  were  detected.  I  conceived 
that  my  best  disguise  was  to  dress,  act  and  talk  as  much  as 
possible  in  the  character  of  dilettante  art  expert  and  music- 
lover,  -which  I  bad  assumed.  Falco  treated  me,  as  be  bad 
projAesied,  almost  as  a  brother.  I  had  a  luxurious  apart- 
ment in  each  of  his  town  residences  and  country  villas,  and 
a  retinue  of  serrants:  valet,  bath-attendant,  room-keeper, 
masseur,  reader,  messenger,  runner  and  a  litter  with  three 
shifts  of  power^  bearers.  Everything  Falco  could  think  of 
in  the  way  of  clothing,  fomiture  and  art  ol^ects  was  show- 
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end  on  me  and  my  di^twt  hint  of  t  wish  wu  qnidi^ 
gratified.  Alw  Falco  supplied  me  i  Uvisb  ftUowuice  <tf 
eaah.  Therefon  I  could  gntify  any  vliim.  Besides,  my 
tmnlet-bag  vu  intact  and  had  in  it  all  the  gema  -wbiek 
Agathemer  had  originally  placed  there,  except  only  the  onei^ 
ftld  Bulla  had  aold  for  me. 

I  thooght  ap  everything  I  coold  do  to  make  myself  look 
completely  a  Greek  virtuoso  and  as  on^Bomas-locding  as 
poasible.  I  patronized  every  complexion-epecialiBt,  friMtu, 
perukier,  manicurist  and  fa^onable  barber  in  that  part  of 
the  world.  I  bought  every  hair  tonic  for  sale  in  the  c<donf. 
Between  lotions  and  expert  manipnlation  I  succeeded  in  grow- 
ing a  thick  curly  beard,  covering  my  chest  as  far  aa  the 
lower  end  of  my  breast-bone  and  a  thick  head  of  hair  so 
long  that,  even  when  elaborately  frizzed  and  curled,  n^  oiled 
and  scented  locks  fell  as  far  down  my  back  as  my  beard 
spread  on  my  bosom.  Nothing  could  have  made  me  look 
more  Corinthian  end  less  Boman. 

I  wore  the  gaudiest  clotlung  I  could  find;  tunica  and  cloaks 
of  pore  silk  end  of  the  brightest  or  most  etCeminata  hues; 
crimson,  emerald-green,  peacock-green,  grass-green,  i^ple- 
green,  sea-green,  sapphire-blue,  sky-blue,  turquoise-blue,  saf- 
fron, orange,  amethystine,  violet  and  any  and  every  nnnaual 
tint;  boots  of  glazed  kidskin  or  of  dull  finish  soft  skin,  of 
hues  like  my  silk  garments,  always  with  the  edges  of  the 
aoles  heavily  gilded.  And,  for  my  shoes  aa  well  aa  for  my 
garmratfl,  I  chose  particolored  materials  with  the  moat 
startling  or  languorous  combinations  of  unosual  dyes.  All 
my  boots  and  shoes  were  embroidered  in  silver  thread  or  gold 
thread,  alt  my  outer  garments  embroidered  in  orimsm,  deep 
green,  deep  blue,  gold  or  silver,  in  big,  strikiug,  conflpicaoQS 
patterns.  I  bad  elejdiants,  lions,  antelopes,  horses,  cattl^ 
sheep,  stags,  goats,  stories,  cranes,  even  fish  embroidwed  on 
my  outer  garm^its  amid  trees,  vines,  and  flowers;  roses, 
liUes,  violets,  poppies  and  others  uncountable.  1  spwt  on 
■nch  gewgaws  a  considerable  part  of  my  allowance,  yet  never 
exhausted  FaIco*B  lavish  provision  for  me, 

I  also  went  in  for  jewelry,  loading  my  fingers  with  flaahy 
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lingB,  Vfluing  bncdets  on  both  vrists,  two  or  time  on  wdi, 
always  two  necklaces  and  even  earrings,  for  which  I  had  n^ 
ears  pierced,  like  a  Lydian, 

When  I  conned  myself  in  my  dreaaing-Toom  mirror,  ar> 
rayed  in  such  a  niperfluity  of  decoratians  and  fripperies,  I 
felt  sore  that  no  one  would  take  me  for  a  Boman. 

In  tbeso  apparently  natural  vanitiee  and  Tsgaries  Falco 
hummed  me,  enquiring  of  his  friends  concerning  friaenrs  of 
acclaimed  reputation,  baying  me  any  gandy  fabrics  he  saw, 
olao  i»eeenting  me  with  caskets  of  necUacee,  amulets,  brace- 
lets, finger-rings  and  earrings.  He  rallied  me  on  my  oriental 
tastes,  bat  aided  me  to  gratify  them. 

He  even  came  to  feel  his  interest  in  jewelry  and  gems  en- 
hanced by  my  fad  for  them.  He  took  to  purchasing  an- 
tiqaes  in  jewelry  and  rare  and  nnnsual  gems  and  his  hoard 
grew  into  a  notable  c<dlection. 

By  the  end  of  my  second  winter  with  Falco  I  had  corns 
to  know  intimately  all  his  town  and  country  palaces  and  all 
his  dilettanti  fri^ds  and  had  eajoyed  to  the  fall  the  many 
delights  of  the  colony,  not  only  its  climate  and  fruits,  its 
scenery  and  cities,  its  statuary  and  pictoree,  its  libraries  and 
public-baths,  but  its  excellent  performances  of  tragedies  and 
comedies,  and  its  spectacles  creditable,  cot  only  as  to  chariot- 
racing  but  also  as  to  beast-fights  and  exhibitions  of  gladia- 
tors. I  found  life  in  Africa  extremely  agreeable  and  looked 
forward  to  any  length  of  it  witii  contentment. 

I  may  remark  that  during  this  time  Oleander  came  to  the 
end  of  his  period  of  unlimited  wealth,  power  and  misrule. 
I  was  tbas  out  of  Borne  at  the  time  of  his  downfall  and 
death  and  while  the  Pnetorium  bad  a  score  of  Prefects  iu. 
r^nd  succession. 

In  the  spring  of  the  nine  hundred  and  foriy-tbiid  year 
of  the  city,*  and  the  ^rentb  of  the  reign  of  Commodas,  the 
year  in  which  he  was  nominally  amsol  for  the  sixth  time, 
alimg  with  Fetronios  S^rtiimanas,  Falco  startled  me,  while 
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m  wen  dining  alone  together,  u  Agithcmer  aiid  I  had 
and  to  dine  together,  by  saying: 

"Fhorbofl,  you  talk  of  Some  differently  from  any  other 
man  I  ever  heard  talk  of  it  I  have  meditated  over  the  qoal- 
fiy  of  what  yon  say  of  Rome,  but  I  cannot  analyze  it  or 
describe  it  accnTately.  Yet  I  may  say  that  others  talk  of 
Borne  as  holy  ground,  bnt  yon  alone  make  me  fed  that  the 
Mil  inside  the  Pomesrinm  is  holy  ground :  others  talk  of  the 
grandenr  of  Home;  you  make  me  realise  its  grandeur :  othen 
■pn\e  of  their  love  for  Borne:  you,  saying  little,  make  me 
tingle  with  a  subtly  communicated  sense  of  how  yoa  love 
Bome:  others  babble  of  how  life  away  from  Borne  is  not 
life,  bnt  merely  oistence ;  of  how  any  dwelling  out  of  Bome 
is  ezIU,  of  how  they  long  for  Bome;  you,  by  some  sorcery, 
make  me  not  only  feel  how  yoa  long  for  Bome,  bnt  have 
awakened  in  me  a  longing  for  Bome.  I  have  never  been  out 
of  this  colony  of  Africa,  not  even  into  Mauretania.  A.  man 
as  rich  as  I  and  of  equestrian  rank  can  afford  to  travel,  to 
visit  all  the  interesting  parta  of  the  Empire,  to  live  where 
he  likes,  anywhere  in  Italy  or  even  in  Bome. 

"I  have  never  wanted  to  leave  this  colony:  I  love  evoy 
bit  of  it  and  especially  my  residences  and  estates.  I  have 
been  satisfied  here.  When  my  friends  argued  with  me  and 
tried  to  persuade  me  to  travel  and  especially  to  visit  Bome, 
I  never  was  convinced  by  their  argnmenta.  I  have  a  dread 
of  sea-voyaging,  a  dread  accoitnated  by  the  death  of  poor 
Idbo,  who  was  an  enthusiastic  voyager  and  had  a  yacht  as 
staunch  and  a  crew  as  capable  as  skill  could  produce,  money 
buy  and  judgment  collect  Yet  he  perished.  I  did  not  need 
the  warning  of  his  fate  to  keep  me  ashore.  Theo  again,  I 
yreter  to  be  a  big  frog  in  a  small  pond  to  being  a  small  frog  in 
a  big  pond.  I  am  one  of  the  most  important  men  in  this 
colony  and,  here  in  Africa,  I  am  always  somebody.  Id  Boms 
I  should  be  nobody. 

"Yet,  without  my  realizing  it  and  later  against  my  will, 
your  conversation,  in  some  subtle  way,  has  so  infected  n» 
with  the  desire  to  see  Bome  that  I  am  going  to  biave  tbe 
terrors  of  the  seas,  am  going  to  aink  myself  into  inaignifi* 
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cance  smon^  the  Bcoree  of  richer  and  Boon  influentul  men 
iriio  cluster  about  Cteear.  I  am  even  going  to  put  at  the 
mercy  of  the  sea  my  precioug  collection  of  genu,  which  I 
now  value  more  than  yon  and  myself  together  and  twice 
OTer, 

"I  have  made  all  my  arrangements.  I  have  put  my  af- 
fairs in  order,  made  sure  that  my  estates  will  be  properly 
managed  in  my  absence,  bought  the  beet  yacht  to  be  had  in 
the  harbor  of  Carthage,  and  that  is  saying  a  great  deal  for 
its  excellence,  and  I  have  ordered  coffers  in  which  to  pack  my 
bdoved  genu. 

"Prepare  to  accompany  me;  within  ten  days  we  set  off  for 
Borne." 

I  knew  Falco.  Eaqr-going  as  he  was,  when  he  had  taken 
a  noti<Hi  to  buy  and  indulge  a  connoisseur-filave,  collect  gems 
or  visit  Bome,  opposition,  arguments,  artfulness  or  strati^ 
gems  were  alike  useless.    I  resigned  myself  to  my  fata 

I  meditated  over  this  fifth  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy 
of  the  Affittilian  SibyL 

Since  I  had  bem  with  Falco  and  practically  a  free  and 
rich  man,  I  had  made  handsome  sacrifices  at  Mercury's  Tem- 
ples in  all  the  cities  we  visited  which  had  temples  to  Met- 
cury.  The  morning  after  Falco  announced  bis  intentions 
to  go  ta  Bome  I  went  out  alone  and  unattended ;  myself,  in 
the  market  place  of  Carthage,  bought  two  white  hens;  my- 
self carried  them  to  the  Temple  of  Uercury  and  myself  had 
them  dtsKi  to  the  gai. 
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WE  had  no  bad  weath^  on  our  voyage  to  Bome  nor  any 
adventure.  The  day  before  we  sailed  I  had  conned 
my  image  in  the  mirror  in  my  dressing-room  and  had  com- 
forted myself  with  the  decision  that  no  human  creature  could 
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coDceiTsblj  Eiupect  of  being  a  Bonun  this  fall-bearded,  ioBg- 
haired,  loDg-tuuIed,  frizzed,  curled,  oiled,  perfozned,  gta^, 
t&wdiy,  bedizened,  b^eweled,  powdered,  rouged,  painted 
jwpinjay. 

I  laid  in  an  extra  supply  of  nail-polish,  nail-tint,  roage^ 
&ce-paint,  blackening  for  painting  eyebrows  and  ^daahea, 
and  of  perfnmery,  cosmetics,  miguesitB  and  such  like.  If  I 
were  sufficiently  whitened,  nddened,  rouged,  and  painted  I 
hoped  I  should  be  well  enongh  diagnised  to  face  Qratillns  ae 
even  Flavius  Cl^neos  without  a  qualm.  Actually  my  htzam 
and  fantastic  appearance  was  an  almost  com^dete  protectioii 
to  me. 

And  I  needed  protectiDn.  For  Taleo  was  related  to  many 
prominent  families  and  men  in  Btmie;  for  instance,  he  was 
a  cousin  of  Senator  Sosius  Falco,  who  was  consul  two  yean 
later.  He  was  introduced  widely  and  at  once  and  invitod 
everywhere.    I  was  constantly  in  attendance  on  him. 

My  experiences  daring  my  long  stay  at  Rome  with  Falco 
were,  in  truth,  amazing.  He  bought  a  fine  palace  on  the 
Esqniline,  near  the  Baths  of  Titus,  famished  it  lavishly, 
entertained  magnificently  and  revelled  in  the  life  of  Bome. 
At  first  I  was  busy  showing  him  the  chief  sights  of  the 
City,  thai  the  minor  sights,  then  coaching  him  in  the  niceties 
of  social  usages,  then  convoying  him  on  the  round  of  all 
notable  sculptores,  picture  galleries,  private  collectdima  of 
pictures  or  statuary,  famous  museums,  i^>ositoTiee  of  all 
kinds  of  art  objects  and,  especially,  the  gem  collections,  botit 
private  and  public,  particularly  the  large  exhibit  in  the 
temple  of  Venus  Goietrix,  placed  there  by  the  Divine  Julius, 
and  the  smaller  exhibit  in  the  temple  of  Apollo  on  the 
Palatine,  donated  by  Octavia'e  «m,  MarcelluB. 

Later  he  divided  his  time  between  giving  dinnera  and 
going  out  to  dinners  and  haunting  the  honsea  of  gem  cd- 
lectors  and  the  shops  of  jewelers. 

He  began  visiting  jewelers'  shops,  to  be  sure,  within  a 
iew  days  of  our  arrival  in  Bome.  We  had  not  been  there 
ten  days,  in  fact,  when  he  made  me  conduct  him  to  the 
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Pbrticiu  liugaritaiu,  o&  the  YU  Sacn,  ne«r  the  great 
Fonmi,  which  vu  and  is  the  focua  <d  pearl  dealen  and  gem 
dealers  in  general  in  Rome. 

There  ire  altered  several  ahope  and,  at  last,  I  could  not 
keep  him  oat  of  that  of  Orootides,  who  had  known  me 
perfectly.  His  was  unique  among  shops  in  Borne  and  prob- 
ably was  the  largest  and  most  sjdendid  jewelry  shop  in  all 
the  world :  more  like  a  small  temple  of  Hercoles  or  a  temple- 
tttuvsj  than  a  shop^  It  was  not  in  the  Pearl-Dealers' 
Arcade,  where  only  small,  sqnarfl,  nsnal  shops  were  possible, 
bat  adjacent  to  it  and  entered  from  the  Via  Sacra.  It  was 
cjrcnlar,  with  a  door  of  cast  bronze,  beaatifally  ornammted 
with  reliefs  of  pearl-divers,  tritons,  nereids  and  other  marine 
sabjecti.  Inside  its  dome^shaped  roof  was  lined  with  an 
intaricat*  mosaic  of  bits  of  glass  as  brilliant  as  rabies,  emer- 
alds and  si^phires,  or  as  gold  and  silver.  The  roof  rested 
on  a  circnlar  entablature  with  a  very  ornate  cornice,  under 
which  was  a  frieze  ornamented  with  reliefs,  representing 
winged  cnpids  working  as  gem-cutters  and  polishers,  ag 
chasers  of  sslTers  and  goblets,  and  as  goldsmiths  and  silver- 
smiths.  The  architrave  was  as  ornate  as  ttie  comioe.  The 
entablature  was  supported  by  ^ght  Ionic  columns  of  the 
sl^ideiest  and  most  delicate  type,  of  dark  yellow  Nnmidian 
marble,  while  the  lining  of  the  wall-spaces  was  of  the  lighter 
yellow  Maoretanian  marble.  Of  the  eight  waU-spaces  one 
was  occupied  by  the  doorway,  over  which  was  a  bronze  group 
repreeenting  a  combat  of  two  centaurs.  On  either  side  of  the 
door  was  a  wall-space  oinobled  by  a  niche  with  a  Ufe-siz^ 
bronze  statue,  (me  of  Orontidee^  father,  the  other  of  his 
grandfather,  both  of  whom  had  been  distingoiBhed  gem- 
dealers  at  Antioch.  Two  more  wall-spaces  were  occupied  by 
ample  windows,  not  of  open  lattices,  but  ^azed  with  almost 
crystalline  glass  set  in  bronze,  a  form  of  window  seldom  seen 
except  in  great  t^nples,  the  Imperial  Palac^  and  the  resi- 
dences of  ^e  most  opulent  senatars  and  noblemen. 

The  three  wall-spaces  behind  the  counter  were  filled  from 
column  to  column  with  tiers  of  superposed  i 
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like  the  Tun  siebea  of  a  burial  coIandsriiiiQ,  but  each  doaad 
■wiQi  s  dooT  of  comel-wood  carved  and  polished,  behind  iriiidi 
dooia  Orontides  kept  his  precious  merchandise. 

The  counter  divided  the  shop  acrou  from  window  to  win- 
dow. It  had  in  the  middle  a  narrow  widtet  through  niddt 
Orontides  and  his  aBsistants  conld  crawl  in  and  out  Othei^ 
wise  the  onter  face  of  tiie  counter  was  of  two  blocks  of 
Nnmidian  marble,  carved  in  patterns  of  twining  Tines;  ita 
top  was  of  one  long  slab  of  the  exquisitely  delicate  white 
marble  from  I/ona.  On  it  lay  always  aqoares  of  -rtivet,  in 
eolot  dark  bine,  black,  dark  green,  and  crimson,  em  whidi 
were  admirab^  displayed  his  goldsmith  work  and  jewelries. 

Below  the  panels  about  each  statned  niche  was  a  cnrred 
seat  of  Numidisn  marble  amply  large  for  four  persons  at 
onc^  so  that  eight  prospective  cuBtomers  could  dt  and  wait 
iriiile  as  many  stood  at  the  counter;  and,  according  to  mj 
iccollection  of  the  shop  in  the  days  ot  my  prosperity,  a  ahvp 
crowded  with  cnatomera  was  the  rule  rather  than  the  excep- 
tion with  Orontidea. 

It  was  crowded  when  we  entered.  I,  endeavoring  to  con- 
aerve  a  natural  demeanor,  felt  my  sight  blur.  I  saw,  as  we 
entered,  only  a  row  of  backs  of  customers  standing  at  the 
counter:  three  in  noblemen's  togas,  one  in  the  toga  of  a 
senator,  their  fulldrees  boots  conspicuously  led  beneath 
their  robes;  four  in  the  silken  garments  of  wealthy  ladies, 
all  in  pale  soft  hues  of  eiqnisite  Coan  dyes. 

Of  these  eight  backs  two,  one  of  the  lady  midway  of  the 
counter,  the  other  of  her  escort,  appeared  terrifyingly  fa- 
miliar. 

In  fact,  when  we  entered  I  had  three  distinct  shocks  tn 
quick  succession.  Flashy,  painted  and  rouged  as  I  was  I 
dreaded  OrontideB*  eyes.  There  he  was  behind  his  counter, 
visible  through  a  rift  in  the  press  of  hand8(HneIy  dressed 
customers  of  both  sexes. 

Instinctively  I  glanced  at  the  only  other  interval  in  tin 
line  of  absorbed  opulent  backs. 

Through  it  I  recognized  Agathemer  snuling  at  me  t 

I  saw  that  ha,  at  least,  recognized  me  at  once  and  my 
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dread  M  Onntidefl  istoiBified  tenfold.  I  knew  Agal^emer 
mrald  be  discreet,  IojkI  and  trusty.  I  dreaded  to  lose  cotin> 
tenance  if  I  kept  my  eyea  on  Iiia  face  and  I  looted  dae> 
vheie. 

I  recognized  the  back  of  Flaniu  Clemeiul 

If  be  tamed  round  I  fdt  I  woe  lost.  Yet  I  coold  not  fle& 
Falco  vaa  certain  to  linger  in  the  abop.  I  must  keep  my 
■elf-control  and  prepare  to  brazm  oat  anything. 

The  next  instant  I  recognized  the  back  of  the  lady  next 
Flarina  Clemois. 

Vediat 

As  I  recognized  her  she  tnmed,  saw  me,  knew  me  throngh 
ray  disguise,  flnshed,  and  turned  bade. 

I  should  not  have  been  surprised  if  she  had  fainted  and 
crumpled  up  on  the  white  and  brown  mosaic  floor  in  front 
of  the  counter.  She  kept  her  feet  and  her  oatwaid  self- 
possession. 

Ciem»u  spoke  to  her  in  an  nndertone. 

"Vo"  she  answered  him,  in  a  choked  voice,  "I  hare 
dunged  my  mind.     I  won't  take  these." 

She  was  handling  an  unmrpaoable  necklace  of  big  pearli^ 

He  whispered  to  her. 

'^0 "  she  said,  curtly.  *^  won't  look  at  any  osiers.  I 
think  1*11  go  home." 

He  was  so  amazed  that  he  never  saw  me  or,  I  think,  any- 
tiiing  or  anybody  else  in  that  shop  just  then.  He  escorted 
her  oat 

When  I  regained  my  self-poBsession  enough  to  feel  that  X 
appeared  at  ease  and  could  trust  myself  to  glance  at  the 
other  customers  as  I  should  have  done  had  I  been  in  fact 
what  I  was  trying  to  Sf^ear,  I  was  relieved  to  find  that 
not  one  of  them  was  more  than  distantly  known  to  me. 

The  idlers  on  the  benches  showed  no  inclination  to  rise 
and  approach  the  counter.  Falco  and  I  occupied  the  inter- 
val vacated  by  Clemens  and  Yedia.  Agathemer,  of  all  men 
on  earth,  asked  what  he  could  do  for  us.  Falco  stood  there  a 
kng  time,  saw  a  goodly  fraction  of  the  finest  jewels  in 
Orontides*  posseesion   and,   muuifestlj,   nude  as   favorable 
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iminvuioa  ni  cotmouManhip  on  Agatiiemet  as  Agathigner 
nude  on  him.  The;  erjred  uch  other  aa  fellow-adepts.  Faloo 
uked  that  be  leeerve  an  antiqae  Babylonian  aeal  cat  in 
aardoDTz  and  pTOmiaed  to  send  a  messenger  with  ita  price 
before  dark.  Agathemer,  who  was  passing  nnder  the  name 
of  Encleides,  bUodly  replied  that  Orontides  would  prefer 
to  send  the  seal  to  Face's  residence.  Faico  agreed,  of  conrae, 
and  to  m;  nnntterable  relief  we  finally  departed. 

Agathemer — Eucleides — brought  the  seal;  and  timed  bis 
Arrival  neatly  as  Falco  returned  from  tbe  Bstha  of  Titos  jnat 
before  dinner  time.  He  was  giving  a  big  formal  dinner  and 
my  dinner  was  to  be  served  in  my  apartment,  which  had  • 
tiny  tridimum;  being  as  larishly  appointed,  and  one  ia 
iriuch  I  was  as  hunriously  lodged  and  served,  as  thoee 
I  had  had  in  Carthage  and  Utica, 

I  asked  Agathemer  if  he  coold  st^  and  dine  with  me  and 
be  accepted.  We  had  a  wcmderful  dinner.  The  food,  of 
conrse,  was  nnsurpassable  and  oar  appetites  keyed  np  by  onr 
mutual  emotums.  When  the  dessert  and  wine  were  brought 
in  I  dismissed  the  waiters,  made  sore  that  no  man  or  boy 
of  my  retinue  was  in  my  apartment  and  bolted  its  Aoor. 

Then  we  fell  into  each  other's  arms. 

After  we  had  expressed  our  mutual  affection  I  told  him 
my  story  from  the  morning  after  the  massacre  and  he  told 
me  his,  which  was  commonjdaca. 

He  had  easily  escaped  from  the  slave^convoy  between  Nar- 
nia  and  Intersmnis,  had  made  his  way  to  Ameria  and  found 
ahelter  there  with  slaves  as  an  ordinary  runaway  slave.  After 
A  discreet  interval  he  had  travelled  to  Bome.  There  he  had 
found  old  acquaintances  to  protect  and  shield  him.  I  wu 
presumed  to  be  dead  and  any  fellow-slave  would  help  him  in 
his  situation,  he  being  presumed  to  be  I^ally  a  slave  of  the 
fiseus.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  a  gem  out  ot 
his  amulet-bag  and  then  rented  lodgings,  passed  as  a  freed- 
man,  by  the  name  of  Eucleidea,  and  gradually  made  hims^ 
known  to  various  gem-experts  who  gave  him  as  much  pn^ 
tsctioD  as  had  his  fellow-slaves,  his  former  acqoaintanoes. 
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Oiontides  perfecUy  knew  who  he  vu,  yet  engaged  him  u 
an  tasistaut  by  the  name  fd  Enckides  and  as  beinff  a  freed- 
nsn.  Ever  since  then  he  had  lired  aafe  in  his  lodgings, 
and  spent  hia  days  at  Orontides'  shop  or  abont  Borne  at 
gt&n-dealers.  He  declared  that  he  was,  if  possible,  mora . 
of  a  gem-expert  than  before  our  adToitareB  b^^an,  wbicll 
was  saying  a  great  deal 

He  laughed  heartily  and  often  st  my  disguise,  acclaimed 
it  a  work  of  art  in  every  detail  and  in  its  total  effect  and 
Towed  that  he  believed  that  I  conld  spend  years  in  Borne 
in  Falco's  letinne  and  enconnter  all  n^  old  acquaintances 
end  be  in  little  danger  from  any  and  in  no  dai^er  except 
from  snch  professional  physiognomists  aa  Galoi  and 
Oratillna. 

I  told  him  of  what  Galen  had  said  to  Tanno.  Agathemer 
said  he  had  had  only  two  interviews  vrith  Tanno,  at  whidi 
they  had  deplored  my  death,  I  having  been  believed  to  have 
perished  witii  Nonius  Idbo.  They  had  also  agreed  to  avoid 
each  other,  for  fear  of  attracting  the  notice  of  some  secret* 
oovice  agent  or  volunteer  b^^.  Tanno  had  not  mentioned 
Oalen. 

We  agreed  that  vre,  also,  must  avoid  each  other  and  not 
meet  ofteno-  than  say  four  times  a  jMt,  for  fear  of  leading 
to  my  detection. 

He  told  me  of  Marcia's  unlimited  power  over  Commodas, 
the  whole  Palace  and  the  entire  social  and  governmental 
world  of  Home.  He  also  said  that  he  was  convinced  that 
Dttcconina  Furfur  was  domiciled  in  the  Palace  and  that 
Conunodns  tued  him  as  dummy  ceremonial  Emperor,  whoL 
he  himself  was  masquerading  aa  Pains,  the  Gladiator,  for 
he  was  now  developing  for  public  exhibitions  of  his  swords- 
nanship  a  mania  as  insensate  as  those  he  had  had  for  char- 
ioteering and  beast-fighting, 

Kext  day,  naturally,  I  had  a  visit  from  Tanno,  who  even 
sacrificed  his  afternoon  bath  and  came  to  see  me  while  Falco 
was  at  the  Baths  of  Titua. 

He  embraced  me  heartily,  when  we  vrare  alime^  and  talked 
with  his  habitual  mask  of  jocularity. 
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"Three  timet  dead,  Caiiu,"  he  said,  "uid  «tiU  alive  and 
fit.  Dying  Beems  to  agree  with  yen,  whether  it  is  inilitu7 
txecntios,  rural  assassination,  or  diownisg  at  sea.  I  am 
still  incredulous  that  you  are  really  alive ;  ira  had  the  moat 
circumstantial  accoonto  of  the  lose  of  poor  Libo's  yacht  with 
all  on  board." 

"That  is  odd,"  I  said,  "Bufius  Libo  snrriTed  and  laccaaded 
to  his  uncle's  property." 

*a  knew  he  inherited  all  Nonius  left,"  Tanno  stated,  "bat 
I  had  no  idea  that  Nonius  had  Euflua  with  him  here  in  Boma 
and  that  he  was  on  tite  yacht;  I  thought  he  was  in  Carliiage 
all  the  while.  Certainly  every  aocoout  we  had  specifiad  that 
no  one  was  rescued  from  that  yacht" 

I  told  him  that  Kufius  had  promised  me  to  write  him  of 
my  survival  and  that  I  had  despatched  at  least  a  score  of 
letters  to  him  and  as  many  to  Vedia.  He  was  as  pnzded 
as  I  that  not  one  had  reached  either  of  them. 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  my  life  since  he  had  seen  me 
and  he  approved  of  my  disguise  as  much  as  had  Agathemer 
and  laughed  at  it  even  more  heartily. 

He  said: 

"Poor  Flavins  Clemens  is  in  a  daze.  He  cannot  conjec- 
ture what  has  gone  wrong  with  his  wooing  again  a  second 
time.  He  behaved  very  tactfully  after  his  flnt  rebuff  en- 
suing  on  Gala's  tip  to  me  and  mine  to  Vedia.  He  was  00 
cautions  about  not  thrusting  himself  on  Vedia  that  their 
acquaintance,  quite  naturally,  wanned  again  gradually  into 
mutual  interest  and  nsnantic  affection  and  waa  ripening  into 
love  when  the  si^t  of  yon  yesterday  annihilated  bis  excel* 
lent  chances  of  marrying  ber.  He  was  just  about  to  boy  for 
her  a  two-million-sesterce  pearl  necklace.  If  she  had  accepted 
the  gift  it  would  have  been  tantamoont  to  a  public  pledg» 
to  marry  him.     Poor  fellow  1" 

Wheal  be  left  he  gave  me  a  letter  from  Vedia,  a  lett»  as 
loving  as  a  lover  could  wish  for.  She  declared  that  she  would 
not  marry  Flavins  Clemens  nor  anybody  except  me  and  would 
wait  for  me  as  long  as  might  be  necessary  or  stay  unmarried 


IMPOSTURE  4W 

until  the  end  of  her  dtys,  if,  bj  uiy  nusfortnne,  the  end  cams 
to  her  before  ahe  and  I  were  free  to  man;. 

She  said  that  we  miut  avoid  each  other  as  much  as  poa- 
aible  and  that  I  must  not  spoil  m;  chances  of  safety  either 
by  relying  too  recklessly  on  my  disguise  or  throngh  risking 
arooaing  sospicion  in  Falco  by  any  attempt  at  confining  my- 
self to  my  apartment,  which  would  have  been  altogether  incon- 
gmone  with  the'  character  I  had  aastuned. 

The  rest  of  that  year  and  all  the  winter  I  paarnd  linng 
the  oonnal  life  of  an  indulged  and  pampered  &Torite  of  an 
opulent  badielor  dilettante  noble.  It  was  a  life  almost  af 
enjoyable  as  the  life  of  a  wealthy  nobleman  to  which  I  had 
been  bom  and  brought  up. 

I  bod  bat  one  anxiety  and  that  was  sot  small  and  it  steadi^ 
increased.  It  was  caused  by  a  progreBslTe  alteration  and 
deterioration  in  the  character  of  my  msater.  In  all  other 
reepects  he  remained  the  man  he  had  been  when  he  first 
bought  me,  bat  as  a  gem-fancier  hia  hobby  became  a  passion 
which  deepened  into  a  mania  and  colored,  or  discolored,  all 
be  did.  He  had,  as  he  always  had  had,  a  very  large  surplna 
of  income  over  and  above  what  was  needful  to  maintain  his 
huge  eetatee  in  Africa,  hia  many  luxurious  villas  and  town- 
palaces  there,  hit  yacht  and  bis  palaces  in  Italy  at  Baie  and 
at  Borne.  The  normal  accumolation  of  this  snridaB  bod 
taxed  hia  sagacity  as  on  investor,  for  it  waa  always  harder  for 
him  to  find  advantageous  InTestments  for  his  redundant  cash 
than  to  find  cash  for  tempting  investments.  Certainly  his 
excess  income  more  than  sufficed  for  any  reasonable  indul- 
gence in  gem-coUecting. 

Yet  his  outlay  for  rare  gems  ran  up  to  and  outran  and 
far  outran  hie  resources.  The  strange  result  was  that  be, 
who  had  huge  revenues  from  estates  and  safe  investments, 
desired  a  still  greater  income.  He  began  to  embark  in  risky 
ventures  whidi  promised  large  and  quick  returns.  He  weot 
into  partnership  with  two  different  nobles,  who  made  a  prac- 
tice of  bidding  on  the  taxes  of  frontier  iirovinces  exposed  t» 
enemy  raids.    Bidders  were  shy  of  investing  their  cash  iv 
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tin  pnbleiDatiatl  rottinu  of  mch  ngfiong  and  tiuwe  vho  hid 
the  hardihood  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the  goTenunent 
nude  huge  profits  if  Inckj.  Fsloo  ma  lucky  each  time.  He 
plunged  again  and  agaio. 

Hfl  alfio  embarked  similarly  in  bidding  for  mtproioisiiig 
eontracta  and  in  baying  up  estates  thrown  miexpectedlj  tax 
the  market  All  his  ventures  turned  out  succesafolly,  ha 
gained  great  lesourcei  for  indulging  his  fad  for  gems  and 
nre  cmrios,  his  collection  grew  aad  became  one  of  the  moit 
famous  private  collectioiu  in  Borne. 

Also  his  mania  for  speculation  gxev  as  bit  as  his  nunia 
for  collecting  genu. 

This  led  to  my  exposure  to  the  oddest  and  most  alazmuig 
peril  which  I  had  run  nnoe  Agathemer  and  I  crawled  throng 
the  drain-pipe  at  Villa  Andivia;  greater  I  think,  than  ti^e 
risk  I  ran  when  I  nearly  encountered  GratiUns  at  Flacsntia. 
This  happened  about  eleven  months  after  I  came  to  Borne 
"With  Falco,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  when  P«do  Apionianos 
and  Valerius  Bradua  were  consols. 

This  occurrenoe  sod  the  drcomstances  which  led  np  to  it 
I  cannot  forbear  narrating,  but  I  ehall  iLOt  go  into  details^ 
for  it  involves  at  least  allusion  to  behavior  not  at  all  cred- 
itable to  my  owner  and  I  am  unwilling  to  diqurage  or  seem 
to  disparage  one  who  was  to  me  a  dear  friend  and  a  generous 
benefactor.  The  truth  is  that  his  passion  for  gem-collectiiig 
bad  not  only  ondermined  his  character  but  had,  in  a  way, 
sapped  the  foundations  of  his  native  uprightness.  If  he  had 
remained  the  man  he  was  when  he  bou^t  me  he  would  not 
have  been  capable  of  entertaining,  let  alone  of  acting  on,  the 
considerationa  which  actuated  him. 

He  thoogfat  he  saw  a  chance  to  make  vast  iffoflts  quickly 
with  no  nake.  But  to  achieve  this  he  needed  the  i«eeencs 
and  the  countenance  of  another  wealthy  nobleman  of  the 
African  prorince,  who,  like  him  when  he  purchased  me,  had 
tterer  been  in  Borne  or,  indeed,  oat  of  the  colony.  The  name 
of  this  man,  whom  I  had  met  while  in  Thysdms,  was  Sil- 
■onins  Salinator.  His  wealth,  inherited  by  his  £ither  snd 
grandfather  from  a  long  line  of  wealthy  anceetors,  cuns  fnnn 
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Buny  tut  ult  worlcf  along  Qte  coast,  which,  by  the  ciutoia 
at  the  proTince,  remamed  pmate  pioperty  and  merely  paid 
tbe  goTeinmoit  a  leas^-taz  or  rent.  The  family  had  bean, 
many  generationa  before,  named  from  theee  -waAa  and  Tt> 
▼cry  proud  of  its  names. 

Saw  Falco  had  so  far  progTMsed  with  hii  negotiations  that 
the  other  parties  to  the  proposed  bai^in  were  unwilling  to 
doM  the  deal  and  mgn  s  contract  with  Falco  and  Ms  aaao- 
datea  nnlees  SalsoniuB  Salinator,  in  person,  appeared  to  make 
wnne  necessary  statement^  and  were  willing  and  eager  to 
sign  and  seal  tiie  projected  agreement  if  he  did  appear  in 
person  and  did  make  those  required  statements.  I  am  avrase 
to  smirching  Falco'a  memory  by  going  more  minutely  into 
detaiL 

Now  Salinator  had  written  Falco  that  he  was  coming  to 
Borne  and  later,  when  he  received  a  letter  from  Falco  out- 
lining the  pending  negotiations  and  their  object,  he  had  writ- 
ten promising  to  be  in  Bome  by  a  specified  date.  He  was 
most  enthusisfltic  as  to  Falco'a  project  and  thought  as  well  of 
it  as  did  Falco.  Falco  told  his  asBOciates  of  Salisator's  letter 
and  promise  and  they  adjnsted  their  ontstanding  investmento 
so  as  to  be  able  to  close  tiie  contract  as  soon  ss  Salinator  ap- 
peared. 

He  did  not  appear  on  the  date  specified.  Naturally  Falco 
was  perturbed,  his  associates  vexed  and  the  men  with  whom 
they  were  dealing  increasingly  restive.  They  threatened  to 
break  off  the  oegotiationa  and  close  a  contract  with  other 
bidders.  Falco  begged  for  on  extension  of  the  time  and  they 
grudgingly  granted  it.  Still  no  signs  of  or  word  from  Sal- 
inator.    The  negotiations  appeared  likely  to  fall  through. 

In  his  distress  Falco  conceived  and  set  about  putting  into 
^ctice  a  Bch^ne  such  as  he  would  never  have  thou^t  of 
m  entertained  if  he  had  be«i  the  man  he  was  vhea  he  bought 
me.  When  he  was  himself  he  had  been  the  reverse  of  dls* 
bonorahle.    He  came  to  me  and  said; 

"We  are  at  the  end  of  our  tether,  Pnllanius  and  his  gang 
will  break  (A  ttegotiatious  tomorrow  if  I  cant  get  hold  <j 
Saliiutw.   I  have  no  hope  of  his  arrival,  he  may  have  not  yat 
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nited  frcon  Cartiuge;  he  may  hsTe  changed  his  mind  abont 
ooming  at  all.  X  am  not  willing  to  loae  bo  brilliant  a  ^-ti^Tma, 
I  have  thought  of  just  what  to  do. 

*^oa  would  look  like  a  Bonum  if  70a  had  your  beaid 
trimmed  and  your  hair  cut  and  all  that  powder  and  paint 
and  Tonge  washed  off  yonr  face :  I  took  yon  f &i-  a  fnll-hlooded 
Boman  i^en  I  first  set  eyes  on  you.  What  is  more  yon  would 
look  BO  ntterly  nolilie  what  you  look  like  in  your  fantastic 
fripperies  that  no  one  would  eren  Bxtspect  yon  of  bdng  &9 
same  man.  Anyhow,  Pnllanius  and  bia  crowd  hare  nercr 
eet  eyes  on  you,  not  one  of  than. 

"All  you  have  to  do  ia  to  have  your  beard  eut  to  about  the 
fashionable  length  and  your  hair  trimmed  to  conform  sint- 
ilarly  with  current  faahtons  for  Boman  noblemen  and  get 
into  fuU-dreea  shoes,  a  nobleman's  tunic  and  toga,  and  you'll 
pus  anywhere  for  a  genuine,  free-bom,  full-blooded  Bouun. 

"I'll  take  yon  to  Pullanius  tomorrow  and  introduce  you  a> 
SalBonioB  Salinator.  I'll  coach  yon  carefully  as  to  how  to 
behave  and  what  to  say.  Yon  are  clever  enough  to  aasnme 
the  natural  Boman  demeanor  to  a  nicety:  also  to  rise  to  any 
uuexpected  situations  and  act  and  talk  precisely  as  would 
Salinator  himself. 

"It  will  be  sharp  practice,  in  a  sense.  But  I  know  Sal- 
inator would  say  all  I  want  him  to  say,  all  Fullanios  requirea 
him  to  say,  and  more,  if  he  were  actually  here.  He  ia  aa 
keen  on  dosing  ^is  contract  as  I  am.  So  I  am  not  asking 
you  to  he  a  party  to  an  actual  fraud.  Yon  will  only  be 
bringing  about  what  would  come  about  without  you  it  some- 
thing unforeseen  nad  not  prevoited  Salinator  imm  getting 
here  in  time." 

Now  I  had  often  differed  with  Falco,  argued  with  him, 
opposed  him,  refused  requests  of  his,  and  he  had  acquiesoed 
and  had  acted  aa  if  I  were  not  his  property,  but  a  free  man 
and  his  complete  social  equal  But  this  was  aeituation  wholly 
different  from  any  I  had  encountered  before.  Whai  it  came 
to  gem-collecting  or  to  anything  which  gave  him  or  would 
give  him  or  was  expected  to  yield  him  surplus  cash  for  buy- 
ing more  gems  for  hia  collection,  Falco  wu  a  monontiniac. 
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I  dftred  not  refuse,  or  oppose  him  or  ar^e  or  ihow  any  liesi> 
tation.  A  mast^  can  change  in  a  twinkling  from  an  indul- 
gent friend  to  an  infariated  deepot.  In  spite  of  the  lavt 
passed  by  Hadrian  and  his  sncoessora  limiting  the  antbority 
of  masters  over  their  slaves  and  giving  slaTes  certain  rig^ta 
before  magistrates,  in  practice  an  angry  master  can  go  to 
any  length  to  coerce  a  recalcitrant  slare.  I  saw  not  only 
prirations,  discomforts,  hunger,  confinement  and  cbaina 
threatening  me,  but  scourging  and  torture. 

I  acqoieBced. 

Now  I  am  not  going  into  any  details  as  to  what  I  did  and 
Baid  to  induce  Pullanius  and  his  associates  to  execute  Hie 
desired  contract  I  acted  the  part  of  Salinator  to  perfection 
and  my  imposture  succeeded  completely. 

But  the  negotiations  dragged,  for  aU  that,  and  I  had  to 
impersonate  Salsonius  Salinator  not  only  before  Pullanius 
and  hie  partners  but  generally  all  over  Bome :  had  to  submit 
to  being  shown  the  sights  in  my  cluractn  of  a  provincial 
magnate  in  Bome  for  the  first  time ;  had  to  allow  myself  to 
be  dragged  to  morning  receptions  of  senators  and  wealthy 
noblemen  and  introduced  to  them ;  had  to  accept  invitations 
to  dinners  given  by  noblemen  and  senators ;  even  had  to  attend 
a  public  morning  reception  in  the  Audience  Hall  of  the 
Palace.  That  I  escaped  undetected  was  more  than  miraca- 
lous;  I  could  not  believe  it  myself.     But  I  did  escape. 

I  escaped  unsuspected  the  ordeal  of  being  baled  to  a  morn- 
ing reception  of  Vediue  Vedianus  and  presented  to  him  as 
SiUflonius  Salinator  of  Carthage,  Kepte  and  Futea.  I  should 
have  been  lost  had  he  had  at  his  elbow  to  jog  his  memory 
if  he  forgot  a  visitor'a  nsme  the  slave  he  bad  had  in  that 
capacity  seven  years  before,  since  that  alert  noramclo^  would 
have  recognized  me  at  once.  But  he  had  died  of  the  plague 
and  his  successor  had  never  set  eyes  on  me.  Vedius  hinuelf 
would  certainly  have  known  me  for  my  true  self  but  for  hia 
inveterate  selfiehness,  and  self-absorption  and  his  incapacity 
for  being  diverted  from  whatever  thought  or  idea  happened 
to  be  uppermost  in  his  narrow  mind.  He  was,  for  some  rea- 
SOD,  eager  to  be  done  with  his  reception  and  had  no  ejM 
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for  any  vuiton  except  those  from  wbom  he  ezpectecl  imme- 
diate and  poBitiTe  advantage  to  himself.  I  eacaped,  but  I 
irent  ont  sweatuig  and  limp  with  excitement. 

I  was  even  more  faint  and  weak  after  having  to  attend  m 
PaUce  levee.  Fortunately  Commodus  had  vearied  of  his 
ftithei's  methoda  of  holding  receptions  and  had  reverted  to 
tJje  regnlations  in  vogoe  nnder  Tr&jan  and  Hadrian,  accord- 
ing to  Thich  only  snch  senators  as  vere  stunmoned  approadted 
the  throne  and  were  personall;  greeted  by  the  Prince;  the 
rest  of  tiie  senators  and  all  the  lesser  noblemen  merely  passed 
before  the  Bmpaor  as  he  stood  in  front  of  the  throne,  pasa- 
isg  four  abreast  along  the  main  pavonent  at  the  foot  of  the 
at^  of  the  dais  and  saluting  him  as  they  passed.  Amid  ttiia 
a-osh  of  mediocrities  I  paned  unnoticed,  unremarked,  on- 
scathed. 

But  I  marvelled  at  my  luck,  for  I  knew  many  eyee  ot 
secret-service  experts  scauned  tiiat  slow-moving  column  of 
togaed  noblemen  and  such  adepts  have  a  marvellous  memory 
for  the  shape  of  an  ear,  a  nose,  a  chin,  or  any  such  feature. 
After  my  hair  and  beard  had  been  trimmed  to  suit  Falco's 
notions  and  my  face  was  innocent  of  powder,  rouge  and  paint 
and  I  was  habited  in  a  tunic  and  toga  -with  stripes  of  tha 
width  belonging  to  Salinator's  rank  and  dress-boots  of  the 
cut  and  color  proper  for  him  I  conned  my  reflection  in  the 
mirror  in  my  dressing-room  and  was  certain  that  anyone 
who  had  known  me  as  niyseU  most  recognise  me  at  first 
glance. 

My  two  worst  ordeals  came  when  I  went  out  with  Faico 
to  my  second  and  fourth  formal  dinner  in  Home  in  my  charac- 
ter of  provincial  magnate.  I  went  with  him,  altogether, 
to  eight  different  dinners  at  the  bouses  of  capitalists  aeso* 
-dated  with  or  supposed  to  have  influence  with  Pullanins. 
Kot  once,  in  any  of  these  eight  perilous  expeditioos,  did  it 
occur  to  Falco  to  inform  me  beforehand  where  I  was  to  dine. 
And  I  tbou^t  it  best  not  to  ask  him,  since  I  reflected  that 
his  complete  ignorance  of  my  past  was  an  important  facttn 
in  my  chances  of  continued  concealment  and  aafe^;  and 
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■ince  I  felt  that  some  woidj  tone  or  look  ol  mine  might  pnt 
him  on  the  road  to  suspecting  the  troth  about  me.  There- 
fore I  set  oat  to  each  of  these  eight  dinners  totally  ignorant 
of  onr  destination. 

The  firat  time  I  knew  I  was  to  dine  with  Appellasins  CUt- 
Tiger,  a  Syrian  capitalist  who  had  been  in  Borne  not  mnch 
longer  than  Falco  himself.  Jndge  of  my  feelings  when,  in 
the  mellow  light  which  bathes  Borne  just  after  the  sun  has 
•et  from  a  clear  sky  and  before  day  has  hegan  to  fade,  I 
perceived  that  my  litter-bearers,  following  Falco's,  were  turn- 
ing into  the  street  where  I  had  lived  before  my  roin  I  Imagiu 
my  sensations  when  we  baited  before  the  |«latial  dwelling 
whidi  had  been  my  nnde^s  abode  and  mine ! 

I  was  even  more  perturbed  and  overwhelmed  by  m;  emo- 
tions when  on  entering  behind  Falco  I  found  nothing  changed, 
acaroely  anything  altered  from  what  had  been  there  on  the 
fatal  morning  on  which,  without  any  premonition  of  disaster, 
I  had  set  off  to  the  Palace  levee  and  had,  on  my  way,  been 
«red  by  Vedia's  intervention  and  letter.  The  appointments 
of  the  vestibule,  of  the  porter's  lodge,  were  as  I  had  known 
tiiem  in  my  nude's  lifetime.  So  were  the  furnishings  of  the 
atrium  and  tablinum.  Scarcely  a  statne  had  been  added  or 
BO  mnch  as  moved,  most  of  the  pictures  being  where  my 
uncle  had  had  tliem  hong. 

AppeUasius,  a  fat,  jovial,  jolly  man,  did  not  see  my  con- 
fusion. We  were  the  last  guests  to  arrive  and  he  was  hungry. 
We  passed  at  once  into  the  triclinium.  There  also  the  waU- 
decorations  were  precisely  as  I  had  last  seen  them ;  but  the 
square  table  and  three  square  sofas  had  vanished  and,  in 
their  place,  was  a  new  C-shaped  sofa  and  a  circular  table 
covered  with  a  magnificoit  embroidered  cloth. 

In  the  course  of  the  dinner,  the  company,  as  was  natorol 
Irith  vulgarians  newly  enriched,  fell  to  talking  of  their  resi- 
dences, of  their  size,  convenience,  and  cost.  I  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  compliment  AppeUasius  on  his  abode  and,  as  he 
warmed  to  the  subject,  I  inquired  whether  he  had  inharitad 
it  or  bought  it 
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"Neither,"  said  he.  "1  haTe  menly  leased  it,  and  leased 
it  furnished.  It  faeloiigs  to  the  fiscus;  it  was  confiecated 
some  years  ago  when  its  owner  was  proscribed  for  joining  is 
one  of  the  conspiracies  against  the  Emperor.  It  is  a  peari. 
I  am  told  that  the  father  of  its  last  owner  was  an  art  con- 
noissear.  Anyhow  I  could  not  improve  on  ita  decorations 
or  furnishings.  I  have  made  few  changes,  chiefly  installing 
this  np-to-date  dining-out£t.  The  fittings  of  this  room  were 
all  of  one  hundred  years  old,  very  fine  in  material  and  oma- 
moitation,  but  unbearably  incoDTenient." 

I  had  learned  all  I  hoped  for  or  dared  attonpt,  and  for 
the  rest  of  the  entertainment  I  kept  to  subjects  as  far  as 
possible  from  anything  likely  to  compromise  me. 

Uy  Kcond  and  far  my  severest  ordeal  was  when  a  few 
erenings  later  I  was  dazed  to  realize  that  my  litter,  be^iind 
Falco's,  was  halting  before  the  well-known  reudence  of  that 
booby,  Psltonins  Bambilio.  But  I  wss  not  afraid  of  him. 
I  rated  him  such  a  dolt,  such  an  ass,  that  even  if  he  exclaimed 
that  I  was  the  image  of  Andivius  Hedulio  I  had  no  doubt 
I  could  convince  him  that  I  was  what  I  pretended  to  be  and 
could  even  expunge  from  his  mind  any  recollections  of  his 
having  noticed  such  a  striking  resemblance.  In  fact  he  did 
not  make  any  remark  on  my  appearance  or  seem  to  have  any 
inkling  that  he  had  ever  seen  me  before,  but  accepted  me  as 
an  interesting  stranger. 

I  dreaded  what  guests  he  might  have  and  the  actoali^ 
surpassed  my  capacities  to  forecast  possibilities. 

I  found  Uie  middle  sofa  at  his  table,  for  he  adhered  to 
the  old-fashioned  furnishings  for  a  tridinmm^  occupied  bj 
his  wife,  Nemestronia  and  Yedia  1 

Vedia,  after  oae  tense  mommt  of  incredulous  nomb  star* 
ing,  regained  her  composure. 

Evidently  she  bad  not  confided  in  anyone  the  fact  of  my 
survival  and  existence.  For,  if  she  had,  she  would  have 
taken  dear  old  Nemestronia  into  her  confidence,  since  she 
was  as  able  to  keep  a  secret  as  any  woman  who  ever  lived  and 
had  loved  me  as  if  I  had  been  her  own  and  only  grandMS. 
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For  NemeetronM  manifestly  had  believed  me  dead.  At  sight 
of  me  she  waa  ae  thmideistruck  as  it  she  had  Been  an  in- 
dubitable specter.  She  was  smitten  domb  and  rigid  and  her 
discomposare  was  remarked  fay  all  present.  But  she  recov- 
ered herself  in  time,  paaaed  off  her  agitation  as  having  hwax 
dne  to  one  of  her  sudden  attacks  of  pain  in  the  chest.  After 
that  she  did  as  much  as  Vedia  to  dispel  any  tendency  to  soft- 
picious  vhich  she  might  have  aroused.  She  was  plainly,  to 
my  eyes,  overjoyed  at  the  eight  of  me  in  the  fleah. 

I  have  branded  on  my  memory  for  life  the  picture  I  saw 
aa  I  entered  the  triclinium.  Its  wall  decorations  expressed 
old  Bambilio's  enthusiasm  for  Alexandrian  art  and  literature. 
The  ceiling  waa  adorned  with  a  copy  of  Apellides*  Dance  of 
the  Jjoves ;  and  the  walls  were  decorated  with  copies  of  equally 
celebrated  paintings  by  masters  of  similar  fame.  The  wall 
niches  were  filled  with  etatuea  of  the  Alexandrian  poets,  the 
tvo  opposite  the  entrance  door  with  those  of  Euphorion  and 
Philetaa,  the  brilliant  hues  of  the  paint  on  th<m  depicting 
garments  as  gaudy  as  I  myself  had  been  wearing  a  few  days 
before.  From  the  pink  faces  of  the  bedizened  poeta  theic 
jeweled  eyes  sparkled  as  if  they  were  chuckling  at  the  situa- 
tion. Under  the  mellow  light  shed  by  the  numerous  bang- 
ing lamps,  against  the  intricate  particolored  pattens  of  the 
wall  between  the  statue-niches,  I  saw  the  vacuous  baby  face 
of  Aaellia,  Bambilio's  pretty  doll  of  a  wife,  between  Vedia's 
countenance  cleverly  assuming  a  normal  social  expression 
after  her  brief  glare  at  me,  and  Nemeetronia'a  mask  of  horror, 
accentuated  by  the  agony  of  the  gripping  spasm  which  throt- 
tled her,  for  the  pain  in  her  cheat  was  induced  by  anything 
which  startled  her,  and  waa  not  assumed. 

Once  we  were  composed  on  the  sofas  the  dinner  passed  off 
almost  comfortably.  For  Xemeatronia  played  her  part  in 
my  behalf  fully  as  well  ae  did  Vedia,  who  conversed  with  me 
saflily,  her  demeanor  precisely  as  if  I  had  been  Salsoniua 
Salinator,  a  stranger  whom  she  had  just  met,  our  talk  mostly 
about  Carthage,  ealt-works,  the  lagoons  of  the  edge  of  tba 
desert,  date  palms,  local  fruits,  gazelles  and  such  like  topics^ 
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Nemeefronu  Beconding  h«r  wtUi  questdone  about  temple  libm* 
Ties,  the  cult  of  IbU  in  Hippo,  and  such  matters.  I  became 
almost  gay,  I  vas  enjoying  myself. 

The  enjoyment,  toward  ^e  close  of  the  banqaet,  vas 
marred  by  Bunbilio,  who,  ineritably,  had  told  Falco  of  his 
capture  by  brigands  on  the  Flaminlaa  Hif^way  and>  after 
hiB  tale  was  told  at  great  loigth,  insisted  on  Yedia  telliiig 
hers. 

Worst  of  all,  when  she  came  to  her  night  in  her  tnTelling 
carnage,  alone  (as  of  course  all  supposed)  and  sorromided 
by  escaped  beasts,  hyenas,  leopards,  panthers,  tigers  and 
lions,  Bambilio  must  needs  remark : 

"111  wager  you  wished  that  the  ghoat  of  your  old  lover, 
Hedolio,  had  come  to  your  assistance.  He  could  wrestle 
with  leopards ;  perhaps  eren  his  ghost  mi^t  be  able  to  con- 
trol wild  beasts." 

"Perhaps,"  Vedia  rejoined,  nnruffied,  "maybe  he  waa  ther© 
to  help  me  and  maybe  that  was  why  I  never  felt  really  afraid 
that  any  beast  would  burst  into  my  coach  and  seize  m^ 
though  several  snuffed  at  its  panels  and  I  could  see  them 
plain  in  the  clear  moonlight.  Perhaps,  in  spirit,  he  was  doee 
to  me  to  keep  off  the  ravenous  beasts  and  to  stroigthen  my 
heart." 

After  she  also  had  ended  her  story  Bambilio  eyed  me : 

"Did  you  ever  hear  a  stoiy  excel  hers  and  miue,  Saluo* 
nius?"  he  queried. 

"Never,"  I  admitted,  my  gaze  full  on  his. 

The  booby  showed  not  a  gleam  of  suspicion  I 

Inwardly  I  could  not  bat  remark  that  whereas  I  despised 
and  loathed  Bambilio  for  his  pomposity  and  self-esteem,  he 
made  and  kept  friends.  Plainly  both  Nemestronia  and  Yedift 
liked  him,  esteemed  him  and  respected  him. 

After  we  left,  I  felt  positively  exhilarated  at  having  had  an 
evening  in  Vedia's  company  and  having  talked  with  her.  'Hia 
escort,  fortunately  for  me,  bad  not  been  Flavins  Clemens 
but  young  Duillius  Silanus,  son  of  the  ccmsol,  who  bad 
sever  met  me  before. 
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CHAPTEB  XXXIV 

PALOa  THE  INOOHPABABLB 

WITHIN  R  very  few  days  after  my  escounter  vith  Vedia 
at  Bambilio'H  diuoer  Falco  and  I  had  just  ascended 
Hie  stair  of  bia  reeideoce  after  Tetnming  from  a  conference 
vith  FaUaniiu  and  hie  partners  at  which  both  eidea  had 
finally  agreed  on  terms  to  the  last  detail  and  the  contracts 
had  been  drawn  up,  executed,  signed  and  sealed.    He  said : 

"Fhorbaa,  I  am  pleased  with  yon.  Snch  imposture  as  I 
haTe  enticed  yon  into  cannot  have  been  palatable  to  a  man  of 
your  character.  Yon  hare  manifestly  ^srelished  it,  bnt  yon 
have  valiantly  stomached  it  for  my  sake.  Actually  yoa  may 
be  comforted,  for  it  has  not  really  been  dishonest  or  dis- 
honorable; yon  have  only  acted  and  spoken  vicarionsly  for 
Salinator:  to  a  certainty  he  wonld  have  done  and  said  just 
what  yon  have,  had  he  been  present  in  person. 

"Yon  are  a  wonderful  actor.  Jfo  Greek  or  part  Oreek  or 
half  Oreek  or  quarter  Oreek  or  thirty-second  Oreek  I  ever 
knew  or  heard  of,  clev«r  as  Greeks  are  at  histrionics,  could 
ao  perfectly  act  a  Roman  noble  in  every  detail  of  daneanor, 
manner  and  word :  down  to  the  most  trifling  expression  of 
every  prejudice  inherent  in  a  Soman  bom.    I  admire  yon. 

"Also  I  thank  you. 

"And  I  am  as  relieved  as  yoa  will  be  to  be  able  to  tell 
you  that  your  masqaerade  is  at  an  end,  successful  and  nnsos- 
pected. 

"ITow  the  important  thing  is  for  Salsonius  Salinator  to 
Tonish  from  Some  at  once. 

"I  suppose  you  have  the  wigs  and  false-beards  you  aaid 
you  would  buy  or  have  made?" 

"They  are  in  my  dressing-room,"  I  replied. 

"Then,"  he  continued,  "have  yourself  waked  early,  have 
yonr  valet  point  yon  and  powder  you  and  rouge  yoa  and  fit 
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you  out  with  a  wig  like  the  head  of  hair  yoa  bad  before  I 
made  yoa  imperBonate  Salinator,  and  with  a  false  beard  do 
one  will  suspect;  have  him  rig  you  up  in  your  farorite  attiia 
and  load  you  with  jewelry,  then  set  off  in  my  travelling- 
carriage  for  Baiffi.  Be  out  of  Rome  by  snnriBe.  Travel 
straight  to  Baiie  as  rapidly  as  you  find  practicable  without 
fatiguing  yourself.  At  Baiie  you  will  hare  the  Villa  and 
servants  all  to  yourself.  Stay  there  until  yoa  have  grows 
your  hair  and  b^rd  as  it  was  before  yo\ir  masquerade.  Then 
return  to  Rome  as  Fhorbas." 

He  paused,  gazed  at  me  and  added: 

"And  I  mean  to  make  a  new  will.  Besides  leaving  yon 
your  freedom  and  the  legacy  specified  in  my  last  will  I  mean 
to  leave  you  my  gem-collection  and  a  full  fourth  of  all  my 
other  estate.  You  deserve  a  lavish  reward  and  I  believe  I 
love  you  better  than  any  living  human  being." 

I  thanked  him  with  my  beet  imitation  ctf  the  manner  of  a 
Greek,  but  with  genuine  feeling  and  from  a  fall  heart. 

Actually  I  was  glad  to  get  out  of  Rome,  glad  to  linger  at 
Bais.  I  made  my  time  as  long  ag  I  could  and  resisted  sev- 
eral importunities  from  Falco  before  I  finally  retnmed  to 
the  city  more  than  a  year  after  I  bad  left  it  Thus  I  was 
out  of  Rome  during  the  great  fire,  which  destroyed,  along 
with  the  Temple  and  Altar  of  Peace,  the  Temples  of  the 
Divine  Julius  and  the  Divine  Augustus,  the  Temple  of  Testa, 
the  Atrium  of  Vesta  and  most  of  the  other  buildings  about 
the  great  Forum,  also  the  Forticus  Margaritaria  and  the  shop 
of  Orontides.  Strangely  enough,  when,  at  Baie,  I  read 
letters  from  Falco,  Tanno  and  Agathemer  describing  the 
devastation,  my  mind  dwelt  more  on  the  annihilation  of  the 
shop  where  I  bad  encountered  Vedia  than  on  the  destruction 
of  tiie  Palace  records  and  most  of  the  public  records,  or  of 
the  many  revered  temples  which  had  vaniabed  in  the  flames. 

When  I  returned  to  Rome  the  ruins  wero  already  largely 
cleared,  and  rebuilding,  especially  of  the  Temple  of  Vesta, 
was  vigoronsly  under  way. 

In  FbIco's  houHehold  and  manner  of  life  I  found  few 
changes,  except  that  Falco,  really  in  excellent  health,  had 
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become  cODcemed  about  hie  trifling  ailmenta,  snd,  after  try- 
ing one  and  another  pfajsiciaU]  had  enrolled  himself  anumg 
the  patients  of  the  most  distinguished  exponent  of  the 
healing  arts.  Galen  therefore,  vas  a  frequent  visitor  at  my 
home  and  I  aaw  him  not  infreqaentl;.  When  I  had  some 
minor  discomfort,  Falco,  alvaya  pampering  me,  called  Galen 
in  and  enrolled  me  also  among  his  charges. 

After  m;  return  to  the  City  the  chief  topic  of  converaitioii 
among  persons  of  all  grades  of  society  and  the  pivot,  so  to 
apeak,  on  which  the  spectacles  of  the  amphitheater  reTolved 
ms  Fains  the  Gladiator. 

I  may  set  dovn  here  that  I,  personally,  am  now,  as  I  was 
•wbea  I  saw  him  appear  as  a  charioteer  for  the  last  time, 
certain  that  Pains  was  Clommodns  in  person.  And  I  set  this 
down  as  a  fact.  It  will  be  seen  later  that  I  had  more  oppor- 
tunity than  any  man  in  Borne,  ontside  of  the  Palace,  to  Imow 
the  facts. 

Many  people  then  believed  and  not  a  few  still  maintain 
that  Palus  waa  merely  a  crony  of  Commodus.  Some  whis- 
pered that  he  was  a  half-brother  of  Commodus,  a  son  of 
Faustina  and  a  favorite  gladiator,  bronght  up  by  the  con- 
nivance of  her  too-indulgent  boaband;  which  wild  tale  suits 
neither  with  Fanstina'a  actual  deportment,  as  contrasted 
with  the  lies  told  of  her  by  her  detractors,  nor  with  the 
character  of  Aurelius.  Others  even  hinted  that  Pains  was 
a  half-brother  of  Commodus  on  the  other  side,  off-spring 
of  Aurelius  and  a  concubine.  This  invention  consorts  still 
worse  with  the  nature  of  Aurelius,  who  was  one  of  the  most 
nxoriona  of  men  and  by  nature  monogamic  and  austere, 
almost  ascetic.  Some  contented  themselves  with  conjectur- 
ing that  FaluB  accidentally  resembled  Commodus,  which  was 
not  BO  far  from  the  truth. 

For  I  knew  Ducconius  Furfur  from  our  boyhood  and  I 
eolemnly  assert  that  Palus  was  Commodus  and  thai,  when- 
«ver  PaluB  appeared  in  the  circus  and,  later,  in  the  amphi- 
theater,  while  the  Imperial  Pavilion  was  filled  by  the  Imperial 
retinue,  vrith  the  throne  occupied  apparently  by  the  Emperor, 
the  throne  was  occupied  by  a  dumnrr  emperor,  Dncoooioa 


4M  ANDIVtlTS  HEDULIO 

'  Fnrfor,  in  Qie  Imperial  attin,  and  Commodiu  was  in  the 
arena  as  Palna.  Anyone  who  ehooees  may,  from  this  pro- 
nooncement,  set  me  down  as  a  creduloiu  ninny,  if  it  suits 
hie  notions. 

When  Palna  drove  a  chariot  in  the  circus  he  never  ap- 
peared with  his  face  folly  exposed,  bat  invariably  wore  over 
its  npper  portion  the  half-mask  of  gaoze,  which  is  designed 
to  protect  a  charioteer's  eyee  from  diist  and  flying  grains 
ot  Band.  Similarly,  when  Pains  entered  the  arena  as  a 
gladiator  he  never  fought  in  any  of  those  eqaipments  in 
which  gladiators  appear  bareheaded  or  with  faces  exposed: 
SB  a  retiarivs,  for  instance.  He  always  fought  as  a  tecutof 
or  mwmillo,  or  in  the  armor  proper  to  a  Sanmite,  Tbracian, 
ot  heavy-armed  Qreek  or  Gaul;  all  of  which  equipments  in* 
dude  a  heavy  helmet  with  a  vizor.  Palus  always  fou^t  with 
his  vizor  down. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  plain  inference  from  these  facts 
corroboratcB  m;  opinions  concerning  Palus:  cratainly  it 
strengthens  my  belief  in  my  views.  And  these  facts  were 
and  are  known  to  be  facts  by  all  who,  as  spectators  in  the 
circus  or  in  the  amphitheater,  beheld  Pains  as  charioteer  (ff 
as  gladiator. 

As  a  gladiator  he  was  more  than  marvellous,  be  was  mirao 
nlons.  I  was  present  at  all  his  public  appearances  from 
the  time  of  my  return  from  Bain.  Also  I  had  seen  him 
closer,  from  the  senatorial  boxes  in  the  amphitheater,  three 
several  times  during  my  impersonation  of  Salsonius  SalJnator. 
Moreover  I  had  seen  him  as  a  gladiator  not  a  few  times  before 
that,  since  Falco,  soon  after  we  came  to  Borne  from  Africa, 
because  of  his  affection  for  me  and  his  tendency  to  indulge 
me  in  every  imaginable  way  and  to  amnge  for  me  every  con- 
ceivable pleasure,  had  contrived  to  nse  the  in&nence  of  some 
new-found  friends  to  make  possible  my  presence  at  shows 
in  the  Colosseum,  and  that  in  as  good  a  seat  as  was  acces- 
sible to  any  free-bom  Bomau  not  a  coble  or  senator. 

The  very  first  time  I  saw  Palus  in  ihe  arena  I  felt  sure 
he  was  CommoduB  in  person,  for  he  had  to  a  marvel  evety 
OM  of  hia  characteristics  of  height,  build,  outUne,  agility. 
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grace,  qnickneaa  and  deftnesB  and  all  his  tricks  of  attitude 
and  movement  The  two  were  too  identical  to  be  anything 
accept  the  very  same  man. 

It  will  occar  to  any  reader  of  these  memoirB  that  Falus 
was  a  left-handed  fighter,  and  that  Commodna  not  only 
fought  left-handed,  but  wrote,  by  preference,  with  his  left 
band  and  with  it  more  easily,  rapidly  and  legibly  than  with 
bis  right  But  I  do  not  lay  moch  etress  on  this  for  about 
one  gladiator  in  fifty  fights  left-handed,  so  that  the  fact  that 
Palus  was  left-handed,  while  it  accords  with  my  views,  does 
Dot,  in  my  opinion,  help  to  prove  them. 

What,  to  my  mind,  much  more  tends  to  confirm  my  views, 
la  the  well-known  fact  that  Palus  was  always  equipped  with 
armor  end  weapons  more  magnificent  and  more  expensive 
tiian  any  ever  seen  on  other  gladiators.  Everything  he  used 
or  wore  vres  of  gold  or  heavily  gilt ;  even  his  spear  heads  and 
sword  blades  were  brilliantly  gilded;  so  were  his  helmets, 
Bhielda,  bucklers,  corselets,  breastplates,  the  scales  of  his 
kilt-straps  when  he  fought  as  a  Greek,  and  his  greaves,  whether 
of  Greek  pattern  or  of  some  other  fashion.  If  be  appeared 
in  an  armament  calling  for  arm-rings,  leg-rings,  or  leg- 
vrappingB,  these  were  always  also  heavily  gilt.  So  was  his 
footgear,  whether  he  wore  tiiigh-boots,  full-boots,  half-boots, 
soldiers'  brogues,  half-eandals  or  sandals.  His  shonlda- 
guards  (called  "wigs"  in  the  slang  of  the  prite-ring)  were, 
apparently,  of  pure  cloth  of  gold,  which  also  appeared  to 
be  the  material  of  his  aprons  when  his  accoutrements  did  not 
include  a  kilt 

Kow  it  may  be  said  that  this  merely  indicates  that  his 
equipment  was  the  most  extravagant  instance  of  the  manner 
in  which  opole&t  enthusiasts  lavished  their  cash  on  the  out- 
fitting of  tiieir  favorites  in  the  arena.  To  me  it  seems  too 
prodigal  for  the  profusion  of  any  or  all  of  such  spendthrifts : 
it  appears  to  me  more  like  the  self-indulgence  of  the  vain- 
glorious master  of  the  world.  Palus  often  wore  a  helmet 
so  bejeweled  that  ita  cost  would  have  ovwtaxed  the  wealth 
ot  Didins  Julianns. 

I  consider  that  my  opinions  are  corroborated  by  the  vdl- 
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known  fact  that  whenever  Paliu  appeared  as  a  gladiator  in 
the  amphitheater,  Qaleo  was  present  in  the  arena  as  chief  of 
the  surgeons  always  at  hand  to  dress  the  wounds  of  victora 
or  of  vanquished  men  who  had  won  the  approbation  or  favor 
of  the  spectators  or  of  the  Imperial  party.  Tme,  Galen  wu 
often  there  when  Falus  was  not  in  the  arena,  for  he  wva 
always  on  the  watch  for  anatomical  knowledge  to  be  had  from 
observation  of  dying  men  badly  wounded.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  while  he  was  often  ua  the  arena  when  Pains  was  not 
there,  he  was  never  absent  when  Falus  was  fighting. 

Similarly,  after  Aemilius  Ltetos  was  appointed  Prefect 
of  the  Palace,  he  was  always  present  in  person  in  the  uenm 
whenever  Palus  appeared  in  it  This,  too,  makes  for  my 
contentions. 

The  first  %ht  in  which  I  saw  Pains  revealed  to  me,  and 
brought  home  to  me  with  great  force,  the  reason  for  his 
nickname,  its  origin  and  its  astonishing  appropriateness. 
The  word  "paiua"  has  a  number  of  very  different  meanings: 
manifestly  its  fitness  as  a  pet  same  for  the  most  perfect 
swordsman  ever  seen  in  any  arena  came  from  its  use  to  denote 
the  paling  of  a  palisade,  or  any  stake  or  poet  Falus,  in  a 
fight  always  appeared  to  staiid  still:  metaphorically  be 
might  be  said  to  seem  as  immobile  as  the  post  upon  which 
beginners  in  the  gladiatorial  art  practice  their  first  attempts 
at  strokes,  cuts,  thrusts  and  lunges.  So  little  did  be  impress 
beholders  as  mobile,  so  emphatically  did  he  impress  them 
aa  stationary,  that  he  might  almost  as  well  have  been  an 
upright  stake,  planted  permanently  deep  in  the  sand. 

I  first  saw  him  fight  as  a  eecutor,  matched  against  a 
retwiua.  This  kind  of  combat  is,  surely,  the  most  popular 
of  all  the  many  varieties  of  gladiatorial  fights;  and  justly, 
.  for  such  fights  are  by  far  the  most  exciting  to  watch  and  their 
inddents  perpetually  varied,  novel  and  unpredictable.  It 
is  aciting  because  the  retiarivs,  nude  except  for  one  amall 
shoulder-guard  and  a  scanty  apron,  appears  to  have  no  chance 
whatever  against  the  secutor  with  his  big  vizored  helmet, 
his  complete  body-armor,  his  kilt  of  lapped  leather  straps 
plated  with  polidied  metal  scales,  his  greaves  or  leg-ringi 
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or  boots  and  his  fnll-len^h,  cnrved  shield  and  Spanish 
BTord.  The  secutor,  always  the  bigger  man  and  fully  armed 
and  armored,  appears  invincible  against  the  little  manikin 
of  a  reUariiiS  skipping  ghont  bareheaded  and  almost  naked 
and  armed  only  vith  his  trident,  a  fisherman's  three-tined 
spear,  with  a  light  handle  and  short  prongs,  his  little  dagg^ 
and  his  cord  net,  which,  when  spread,  is  indeed  large  enough 
to  entangle  any  man,  bat  which  he  carries  crumpled  up  to  an 
inconspicuous  bunch  of  rope  no  bigger  than  his  head. 

Yet  the  fact  is  the  reverse  of  the  appearance.  No  one  not 
reckless  or  dnmk  ever  bet  even  money  on  an  ordinary  secutor. 
The  odds  on  the  retiariua  are  customarily  between  five  to 
three  and  two  to  one.  And  most  aeeutori  manifestly  feel 
their  disadvantage.  Aa  the  two  men  face  each  other  and  the 
laniata  givea  the  signal  anyone  can  see,  usually,  that  the 
reHariiu  is  confident  of  victory  and  the  aecuior  wary  and 
cautious  or  even  afraid.  Dreading  the  certain  cast  of  the 
almost  unescapafale  net,  the  tecutor  keeps  always  on  the 
move,  and  contionally  alters  the  direction  and  9p«ed  and 
manner  of  his  movement,  taking  one  short  step  and  two 
long,  then  three  short  and  one  long,  breaking  into  a  dog- 
trot, slowing  to  a  snailVpace,  leaping,  twisting,  curving, 
zigzagging,  ducking  and  in  every  way  attempting  to  make 
it  impossible  for  the  retiarivs  to  foretell  from  the  movement 
he  watches  what  the  next  movement  wUl  be. 

Pains  behaved  unlike  any  other  aecutor  ever  seen  in  the 
arena.  He  availed  himself  of  none  of  the  usual  devices, 
which  Janiatee  taught  with  such  care,  in  the  invention  of 
-which  they  gloried  and  in  which  they  drilled  their  pupilfl 
unceasingly.  He  merely  stood  still  and  watched  bis  adver- 
sary. The  cunning  cast  of  the  deadly  net  he  avoided  t^  a 
fery  slight  movement  of  his  head  or  body  or  both.  TSo 
retiarim  ever  netted  him,  yet  the  net  seldom  missed  him 
more  than  half  a  hand's  breadth.  When  the  disappointed 
retiarius  skipped  back  to  the  length  of  his  net-cord  and 
retrieved  his  net  by  means  of  it,  Fains  let  him  gather  it  up, 
never  dashed  at  him,  but  merely  stepped  sedately  towarda 
him.    If  the  retiaritu  ran  any,  Pains  followed,  but  never 
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in  baste,  alviys  at  t  bIow,  eren  valk.  No  suitteT  h<nr  often 
his  sdveraary  cast  his  net  at  him.  Pains  never  altered  fail 
demeanor.  The  upshot  was  always  the  same.  The  spectators 
began  to  jeer  at  the  baffled  nUarws,  be  became  flnstered,  he 
Tentimd  a  bit  too  near  his  immobile  opponent,  Pains  made 
an  almost  imperceptible  movemeiit  and  the  retw-ius  tt^ 
mortally  wounded. 

t  was  neTer  dosa  enongh  to  Palua  to  see  clearly  the  details 
of  his  lunges,  thrusts  and  strokes.  I  saw  him  best  when  I 
was  a  spectator  in  the  Colosseum  while  impersonating  Sal- 
sonius  Salinator,  for  in  my  gnise  as  colonisi  magnate  I  sat 
well  forward.  Even  then  I  was  not  close  enough  to  him  to 
descry  the  finer  points  of  bis  incomparable  swordsmanship. 
Yet  what  I  saw  makes  me  r^ard  as  fairly  adequate  the  nuroit 
praises  of  him  emanating  from  those  wealthy  enthnaiasta 
who  were  reckoned  the  best  judges  of  such  matters.  By 
the  reports  I  heard  they  said  that  Palus  never  cut  a  throaty 
he  merely  nicked  it,  but  the  tiny  nick  invariably  and  accQ- 
ratdy  severed  the  carotid  artery,  jugular  vein  or  vrindpipe. 

I  can  testify,  from  my  own  observation,  to  hia  having 
displayed  comparable  skill  in  an  equally  effective  stab  in 
a  different  part  of  his  adversary's  body.  As  is  well  known, 
a  deep  sladi  of  the  midthi^  inside,  causes  death  nearly 
as  quickly  as  a  cot  throat;  if  the  femoral  artery  is  divided 
the  blood  pours  out  of  the  victim  almost  as  from  an  inverted 
pail,  a  horrible  cascade.  Most  of  the  acclaimed  gladiators 
use  often  this  deadly  stroke  against  the  inside  midthigh, 
dashing  it  to  the  bone,  leaving  a  long,  deep,  gaping  wound. 
Folus  never  slashed  an  adversary's  thigh;  in  killing  by  a 
thigh  wound  he  always  delivered  a  lunge  which  left  a  aniall 
puncture,  but  invariably  also  left  the  femoral  artery  com- 
pletely severed,  so  that  the  life-blood  gu^ed  out  in  a  jet 
astonishingly  violent,  the  victim  collapsing  and  dying  veiy 
quickly.  Such  a  parade  requires  altogether  transoendant 
powers  of  accuracy  from  eye  and  hand. 

Besides  fighting  as  a  gtcutor  against  a  rstiariiu  Palus  in 
the  some  accoutrements  fought  with  men  similarly  equipped, 
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or  Kccontred  u  Qreeks,  Gaols,  Thracuns,  Sunniteo,  or  in«p- 
atHlos;  also  he  appeared  in  tiie  eqoipment  of  eadi  of  these 
Borta  of  gladiators  against  antagonists  equipped  hke  himself 
or  in  any  of  the  other  f  sshions. 

In  all  these  countless  fights  he  was  never  once  wounded 
by  any  adversary  nor  did  he  ever  deliver  a  sectrnd  stroke, 
thrust  or  lunge  against  any :  his  defence  was  always  impreg- 
nable, his  attack  always  unerring ;  when  he  Innged  his  longe 
never  missed  and  was  always  fatiU,  unless  he  puj^Kwely  spared 
a  gallant  foe. 

Besides  the  exhibitions  of  brando  and  self-confidence  tra- 
ditional with  ^diators,  all  of  which  he  displayed  again 
and  again,  Palua  devised  more  than  one  wholly  ori^nal 
with  himself. 

For  instance,  he  would  take  his  stand  in  the  arena  equipped 
M  a  gecutor,  the  taniata  would  have  in  charge  not  tme  reHo' 
riua,  but  ten,  or  even  a  doaen.  One  would  attack  Palus  and 
when,  afta  a  longer  or  shorter  contest,  he  waa  killed,  the 
laniata  would,  without  any  respite,  allow  a  aecond  to  ruah  at 
Palus;  then  a  third ;  and  so  on  till  everyone  bad  perished  by 
the  MBcutor'a  unerring  sword.  Xo  other  stoutor  ever  killed 
more  than  one  retiarivs  without  a  good  rest  between  the  first 
flght  and  the  second.  Pains,  as  was  and  is  well  known, 
killed  more  than  a  thousand  adversaries,  of  whom  more 
than  three  hundred  wore  the  accoutrements  of  a  retiaritu. 

Palus  was  even  more  spectacular  as  a  dimatAanu,  aa  caUed 
from  having  two  sabers,  for  a  dimachanu  is  a  gladiator  ac- 
coutred as  a  Thractan,  but  without  any  shield  and  carrying 
a  naked  saber  in  each  hand.  Such  a  fighter  is  customarily 
matched  against  an  adversary  in  ordinary  Thracian  equip- 
ment. He  has  to  essay  the  unnatural  feat  of  guarding  him- 
self with  one  sword  while  attacking  with  the  other.  Such 
a  feat  ia  akin  to  those  of  jugglers  and  acrobats,  for  a  sword 
18  essentially  an  iuatrument  of  assault  and  cannot,  by  its 
very  nature,  take  the  place  of  a  shield  as  a  protection.  Every- 
body, of  course,  knows  that  showy  and  startling  ruse  said 
to  have  been  invented  by  the  Divine  Julius,  which  < 
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in  aurpTinug  one'B  astagoitist  by  panying  a  Btroke  witii 
the  afford  instead  of  with  the  shield  and  BinmltaneouB^ 
using  the  shield  as  a  weapon,  striking  its  upper  rim  against 
the  adversary's  chin.  Bat  this  can  succeed  only  against  an 
opponent  dull-witted,  unwary,  clomsy  and  slow,  and  thai  ss 
a  surprise.  A  dimackcerus  has  to  depend  on  parrying  and 
his  antagonist  knows  what  to  expect 

FaloB  was  the  most  perfect  dinuuhterut  ever  seen  in  the 
Coloaeeum.  Withoat  a  shield  he  fought  and  killed  many 
Thracians,  Qrecks,  Gauls,  murmUlos,  Samnitee  and  secuion. 
He  even,  many  times,  fought  two  Thracians  at  once,  killing 
both  and  coming  off  unscathed.  I  saw  two  of  these  exhibi- 
tions of  insane  self-confidence  and  I  must  say  that  Fains 
made  good  his  reliance  on  his  incredible  skill.  He  pivoted 
about  between  his  adversariee,  giving  them,  appar^itly,  every 
chance  to  attack  simoltaneonsly,  distract  him  and  IHU  him. 
Yet  he  so  managed  that,  vitsx  if  their  thrusts  appeared  si- 
multaneous, there  was  between  them  an  interval,  brief  aa  a 
heart-beat,  but  long  enouj^  for  him  to  dispose  of  one  and 
turn  on  the  other,  or  escape  one  and  pierce  the  other.  I  could 
not  credit  my  own  eyee.  With  my  belief  as  to  the  identity 
of  Palua  I  marvelled  that  a  man  whose  life  was  domioated 
by  the  dread  of  assassination,  who  feared  poison  in  his  wine 
and  food,  who  hedged  himself  about  with  gnards  and  then 
feared  the  guards  themselves,  who  distrusted  everybody,  who 
dreaded  every  outing,  who  was  uneasy  even  inside  his  Palace, 
felt  perfectly  at  ease  and  serenely  safe  in  tiie  aroia  with 
no  defence  but  two  sabera,  and  he  between  two  hulking  rof- 
flaus,  as  fond  of  life  as  any  men,  and  knowing  that  they  must 
kill  him  or  be  killed  by  him.  In  thia  deadly  game  he  felt 
no  qualms,  only  certitude  of  easy  victory. 

The  controversies  over  the  identify  of  Falus  have  produced 
a  whole  literature  of  pamphlets,  some  maintaining  that  he 
was  Commodus,  others  professing  to  prove  that  he  was 
not,  of  which  some  rehearse  every  possible  theory  of  his 
relationship  to  Aurelius  or  Faustina.  Among  these  the  moat 
amazing  are  those  which  set  forth  the  view  ttiat  Falus  was 
Commodus,  but  no  skillful  swordsman,  rather  a  brazen  sham, 
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Ullhig  inglc^oiiBl;  helplees  ftdTensriw  who  ooold  oj^poM  to. 
his  edged  steel  only  swords  of  lath  or  lead. 

This  absurdity  is  in  conflict  with  all  the  fscts.  Ibni-. 
festlj  the  antagonists  of  Palua  were  as  well  armed  as  be, 
both  for  defence  and  attack. 

And,  what  is  mnch  more,  the  populace  clamored  for  Pains, 
booed  and  cat-called  if  Fains  did  not  appear  in  tiie  azena; 
cheered  him  to  the  echo  when  he  did  appear;  yelled  with 
delight  and  appreciation  at  each  exhibition  of  bis  propbetio 
intuition  as  to  what  his  adversary  was  abont  to  do,  of  his 
pretematurall;  perfect  judgment  as  to  what  to  do  himself, 
of  the  instantaneous  execution  of  whatever  movement  he 
purposed,  of  its  complete  Buccees ;  and  ^plauded  him  while 
he  went  off  aa  no  other  gladiator  ever  was  a[^Iauded.  It 
was  the  popular  demand  for  him  which  made  possibls  and 
justified  the  unexampled  fee  paid  Pains  for  each  of  his  tp- 
pearances  in  the  arena.  The  managers  of  the  games  were 
obliged  to  include  Pains  in  each  exhibition  or  riiJc  a  riot  of 
the  indignant  populace. 

Now  no  sham  fighter  coold  fool  the  Boman  populaoa  A 
make-believe  swordsman,  such  as  the  pamphUts  which  I 
have  cited  all^  Commodus  to  have  been,  mi^t,  if  Emperor, 
have  overawed  the  senators  and  nobles  of  equestrian  rank 
and  compelled  their  unwilling  applause  of  shaia  feats.  Bat 
no  man,  not  even  an  Emperor,  could  coerce  the  Bomaa 
proletariat  into  applauding  a  filter  unwerthy  of  applause. 
Our  populace,  once  seated  to  view  a  show  of  any  Mnd,  cannot 
be  controlled,  cannot  even  be  swayed.  TSo  fame  of  any 
charioteer,  beast-fighter  or  gladiator  can  win  from  them  tol- 
erance of  the  emaUest  error  of  judgment,  defect  of  actios, 
attempt  at  foul  play  or  hint  of  fear:  they  boo  anything  of 
which  they  disapprove  and  not  Jupiter  himself  could  elicit 
from  them  applause  of  anything  except  exhibitions  of  cour- 
age, skill,  artistry  and  quickness  fine  enough  to  rouse  their 
admiration.    They  admired  Falus,  they  adored  him. 

Tliis  is  well  known  to  all  men  and  im>vea  Pains  a  con- 
summate artist  as  a  gladiator.  Not  only  woold  the  popu- 
lace bowl  a  bunker  or  coward  off  the  sand,  they  know  everj 
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Akd»  of  ezmllmoe;  only  a  tttfahtivtij  perfect  i 

could  kindle  their  oitiinBiaim  and  lavp  it  §,t  Vhite  bmt  jtax 

after  year  aa  did  Piliu. 

Falna,  I  may  remark,  wat  ahnjm  a  gallant  Sutler,  and 
a  combiaation  of  skill  and  gBlUntrr  is  an  adverMiy  so 
iron  hia  goodwill  tbat  he  ncrrer  killed  or  seriotulj  wounded 
inch  an  opponent.  If  his  antagonist  had  an  usnmally  per- 
fect guard  and  a  notably  dangeiooB  attack,  was  handscKD^ 
mored  gracefnlly,  diepJayed  courage  and  fou^t  with  im- 
peccable fuinesa  Pains  felt  a  liking  for  him,  showed  it  by 
Um  way  in  which  he  stood  on  the  defensive  and  mitigated 
tiie  deadlinen  of  his  attacks,  played  him  longer  than  nsnal 
to  dancmstrate  to  all  the  spectators  the  qualities  he  dia- 
onned  in  him,  and,  when  he  was  conrinced  Uiat  the  onloc^oa 
ielt  as  he  feh,  disihled  his  admired  match  with  si»ie  eflectiTe 
hot  trifling  wound. 

Thei^  wiien  his  victim  collapeed,  Falni  would  lap  hack 
from  him,  sheath  his  sword,  and  saw  the  air  With  his  onpty 
left  hand,  fingers  extended  and  pressed  tog^er,  thumb  flat 
^inst  the  crack  between  the  roots  of  the  index  finger  and 
big  finger,  twisting  hia  hand  about  and  varying  the  an^ 
at  whidi  he  sawed  the  air,  so  that  all  might  see  that  he 
wished  hia  £allan  adveraaxy  spared  and  was  snggesting  that 
the  apectatoiB  nearest  him  imitate  hia  gestore  snd  give  the 
signal  for  mercy  by  cortending  their  arms  thnmba  flat  to 
flngen. 

Except  Kurmez  Lncio  I  never  saw  any  other  gladiatcn 
]^esume  to  suggest  to  tits  spectators  vriiich  signal  he  would 
like  them  to  display;  and  Kutmex  had  the  air  (rf  a  mas 
taking  a  liberty  with  his  bettera  and  not  vwy  sore  vhetiier 
tiiey  would  condone  his  presumption  or  resent  his  insolence; 
whereas  Fains  waved  bis  arm  much  as  Commodos  raised 
his  from  the  Imperial  throne  when,  as  Editor  of  the  game^ 
he  decided  the  fate  of  a  fallen  gladiator  concerning  whom 
the  populace  were  so  evenly  divided  between  disfavorera  and 
favorers  that  neither  the  victor  nor  Me  laniata  dared  to  iater- 
pret  so  doubtful  a  mandate. 

The  most  amaring  fact  cosoeming  Pains  was  Uut  his 
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Bsdiencw  nevor  wearied  of  wttohing  him  teaux.  It  i»  nolo* 
lions  that  the  ipectaton  in  the  Coloesenm  alvaye  have  been 
and  an,  in  general,  impatient  of  any  noticeable  prolongation 
of  a  fi^t  Only  a  very  small  minority  of  the  populace  and 
a  larger,  but  ttill  small,  minorily  of  Uie  gaitry  and  nobility, 
take  delight  in  the  fine  pointa  of  erordemanBhip  for  them- 
■dree.  Most  spectator,  while  acclaiming  skilled  fence  and 
expecting  it,  look  npon  it  merely  as  a  means  for  adding  inter- 
eit  to  the  pieliraioariee  of  what  they  desire  to  behold.  Eren 
■matorB  and  noblee  admit  that  the  ^deasore  of  viewing  gladi- 
fttoria)  riiows  comes  from  seeing  men  killed.  Contests  are 
thrilling  chiefly  becanse  of  their  suggestion  of  the  approach 
of  the  moment  which  brings  the  snpreme  thrill. 

The  populace,  ijuite  frankly,  rate  the  fighting  aa  a  bore; 
they  do  not  come  to  watch  skilled  swordsmen  fence;  they 
want  to  see  two  men  face  each  other  and  one  kill  the  other 
at  once.  It  is  the  killing  which  they  enjoy.  The  upper 
tiers  of  spectators  in  the  amphitheater  seldom  give  the  sig^ 
sd  for  JOBtcj  when  a  defe^ed  man  is  down  and  helpless, 
even  thon^  he  be  handsome  and  graceful  and  has  fought 
bravely,  skillfnlly  and  gallantly.  Ois»  seldom  sees  an  out- 
stretched arm,  with  tiie  hand  extended,  fingers  dose  together 
ind  thumb  flat  against  them,  raised  anywhere  from  the  back 
■eats;  their  occupants  habitually,  in  such  cases,  wave  their 
upraised  arms  with  the  hands  clrached  and  thumbs  extended, 
waggling  their  thumbs  by  half  rotating  their  wrists,  to 
make  the  thumb  more  conspicuous,  yelling  tlie  while,  so  that 
the  amphitheater  is  fall  of  their  insistcmt  roar  and  the 
upper  tiers  aflash  with  flickering  thtunba.  Thc^  vei^  no 
fine  points  as  to  the  wortii  of  the  vanquished  man,  they  do 
not  valne  a  good  fighter  enough  to  want  him  saved  to  fi^ 
again,  they  come  to  see  men  die  and  they  want  the  defeated 
man  slaoghtered  at  once. 

They  are  habituated  to  acquiescing  if  the  Emperor — or 
the  Editor,  if  the  Prince  is  not  pree«it — or  the  nobility  con- 
tiavene  their  wishee  and  give  the  signal  for  mercy  when  a 
gallant  fighter  is  down  by  accident,  nusadventnre  or  because 
1m  was  outmatched.    But  there  is  often  a  burst  of  bowls  i| 
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tile  signal  for  mere;  comeB  not  from  the  Imperisl  Pavilion 
or  the  whole  podium,  but  merely  from  eome  part  of  the 
nobility  or  senators.  Generally,  if  the  Emperor  has  not 
given  or  participated  in  the  signal  for  mercy,  scattered  indi- 
Tidoala  among  Uie  proletariat  proclaim  their  disai^intmeot 
by  booinge,  cat^K»lle,  or  strident  whistlings. 

Now  F&Ihb  was  so  popular,  so  beloTed  by  the  slnm-dwellen, 
that  whenever  be  showed  a  disposition  to  spare  an  opponent, 
the  whole  mass  of  the  populace  were  quick  with  the  men^ 
aignal:  the  moment  they  saw  Falua  sheathe  his  blade  their 
arms  went  up  with  his,  almost  before  his,  thomba  as  flat  as 
Us,  never  a  thumb  out  nor  any  fingers  clenched. 

More  than  this,  no  spectator,  while  Falus  played  an  adver- 
sary, ever  yelled  for  a  prompt  finish  to  the  bout,  aa  almost 
always  happened  at  the  first  sign  of  delay  in  the  case  t^ 
any  other  fighter.  So  comprehensible,  so  unmistakable,  so 
manifest,  so  fascinating  were  the  fine  points  of  the  swords- 
manship displayed  by  Falua  that  even  the  rearmost  spectator, 
even  the  most  brutkh  lout  could  and  did  relish  them  and 
eaijoy  them  and  crave  the  continuance  of  that  pleasure. 

llost  of  all  the  Colosseum  audiences  not  only  insisted  on 
Falus  appearing  in  each  exhibition,  not  only  longed  for  his 
entrance,  not  merely  came  to  regard  all  the  previous  fi^ta 
of  the  day  as  unwelcome  postponements  of  tiie  pleasure  of 
watching  Falus  fence,  but  were  manifestly  impatient  tap 
the  crowning  delight  of  each  day,  the  ecstacy  of  beholding  a 
bout  between  Fains  and  Murmez  Lucro,  which  contests  wen 
always  bloodless. 
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vmticEX 

CTJSTOMABILY,  while  Falus  flourished,  each  day  begin 
with  beast-fights,  the  noon  pause  was  filled  in  by  ex- 
hibitions of  athletes,  acrobats,  jugglers,  trained  animals  and 
,  foch  like,  and  the  surprise;  then  the  gladiatorial  shows  lasted 
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from  early  aftentoon  till  an  boor  before  sonBet  PsIub  and 
Iflunnex  appeared  about  mid-aftenuKai  and  were  matcbed 
against  tbe  victors  in  tbe  earlier  fights.  Eacb  located  bim- 
aelf  at  one  fociu  of  the  ellipse  of  tbe  arena,  at  wbicb  points 
two  sininUaneona  fights  were  beet  se^  by  tbe  entire  audi- 
ence. There  they  began  each  fight,  not  aimultaneoosly,  bat 
alternately,  till  all  their  antagonists  were  disposed  of,  most 
kiUed  and  some  spared.  The  epectatoTB  seldom  hunied 
Mnrmez  to  end  a  figbt;  tbey  never  hurried  Palus.  Hia 
longest  delay  in  finishing  with  an  adversary,  even  his  mani- 
fest intoilion  to  exhaust  an  opponent  rather  than  to  wotmd 
him,  never  elicited  any  invtest  from  any  onlooker.  AH, 
breathless,  fascinated,  craned  to  watch  the  perfection  of  hia 
method,  every  movement  of  his  body,  all  ^es  intent  on  the 
point  of  his  matchless  blade. 

Last  of  the  day's  exhibitions  caipe  the  fencing  match  be> 
tween  Palus  and  Mnrmez,  at  tbe  center  of  the  ar^ia,  empty 
save  for  those  two  and  their  two  lawta.  All  others  in  the 
arcBia,  including  the  surgeons,  tbeir  helpers  and  the  guards, 
diew  off  to  positions  close  under  tbe  podium  waU. 

Mnrntex  and  Palus  fenced  in  all  sorts  of  outfits,  acept 
that  neither  ever  fought  as  a  retiarivs.  Mostly  both  were 
equipped  as  tecuton,  but  they  fon^t  also  as  mvrmillot, 
Oredcs,  Gauls,  Thracians,  Samnitee  and  dimackari,  or  one 
in  any  of  these  equipments  against  tbe  other  in  any  other. 

Sometimes  they  delighted  the  populace  by  donning  padded 
soita  liberally  whitened  with  fionr  or  white  clay,  their 
mmmino^  helmets  similarly  whitened,  and  then  attacking 
eadi  other  vrith  quarter-staffs  of  ash,  cornel-wood  or  holly. 
A  hit,  of  course,  showed  plainly  im  tbe  whitened  suits.  Aj 
neither  could  injure  the  other  in, this  sort  of  figbt,  and  ai 
they  were  vrilliog  to  humor  the  populace,  each  was  careless 
about  hia  guard  and  reckless  in  his  attack.  Even  so  bittf 
were  infrequent,  since  each,  even  when  most  lax,  had  an  in- 
stinctive guard  superior  to  that  of  the  most  expert  and 
cautious  fencer  among  all  other  contemporary  fighters.  Even' 
when,  very  occasionally,  if  Palus  happened  to  be  in  s  rollick- 
ing mood,  each  subatitated  a  second  quarter-staff  Jqt  his 
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dtidd  and,  u  it  were,  tnTestied  a  dimadianu,  u  irtut  imgU 
be  called  a  two-stafl-niBn  or  a  double-staff-mu,  hiti  wcv» 
rtill  not  frequent.  Each  had  a  mairellaaBly  impr^pMUa 
defence  and  they  were  very  erenly  matched  in  ths  nae  <d 
tile  quarter-staff  in  place  of  a  ahidd  as  th^  iren  in  emy- 
thing  else.  Palus  fought  better  with  hii  left  hand  attarking 
snd  his  right  defending,  Murmez  better  tha  oQier  wsy,  but 
each  was  genuinely  ambidextrous  and  used  either  hand  at  wiD, 
diifting  at  pleaaore.  When,  amid  the  flash  of  their  KtaStf 
either  scored,  tiie  hit  brought  a  roar  of  delight  from  tba 
upper  tiers,  evui  from  the  front  rows,  for  tiie  moft  mptiUmA 
senators  caught  the  infection  of  the  general  enthtuiasm  and 
ao  far  forgot  themselTea  as  to  yell  like  street  nidbins  in  tbair 
ecstasy. 

Except  in  this  farcical  sort  of  burlesque  fight  neither  erec 
Acored  a  hit  on  the  other,  in  all  the  yean  thnmf^umt  whidi 
their  ctnnbata  finished  each  day  of  every  gladiatorial  exfaiU- 
tioD.  Tet  the  audience  never  tired  of  their  bloodlees  boots 
and,  while  the  nobility  and  gentry  nerer  joined  is,  the  popo- 
lace  invariably  roared  a  protest  if  ihej  saw  the  laaiHa 
make  a  move  to  separate  them,  and  yelled  for  them  to  go 
on  and  fence  longer. 

The  interest  of  the  populace  was  caused  by  the  fact,  maai- 
fest  and  plain  to  all,  that,  while  Murmex  and  Palus  loved 
each  other  and  had  no  intention  of  hurting  each  other,  their 
matches  bad  no  appearance  whatever  of  being  sham  fights. 
From  the  first  parade  until  they  separated  every  stroke,  fein^ 
lunge  and  thrust  appeared  to  be  in  deadly,  venomons  earnest 
and  each  unhurt  merely  because,  mortal  as  was  his  adver- 
sary's attack,  his  guard  was  perfect. 

It  seemed,  in  fact,  as  if  each  man  felt  so  completely  safe, 
felt  80  certain  that  his  guard  wonld  never  &il  him,  and  at 
the  same  time  felt  so  sure  that  his  crony's  guard  was  equally 
fsaltlesa,  that  there  was  no  danger  of  his  injuring  his  chum, 
that  each  attacked  the  other  precisely  as  he  attacked  any 
other  adversary.  It  was  commonly  declared  among  expert 
flwordsmen  and  connoisseurs  of  sword-play,  as  among  reoot 
tpectatoee,  iriien  talking  over  the  featnrea  <rf  an  e^bibitioa 
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«fiar  it  ^MU  ont,  ttut  pzactica%  waj  Uim^  Isngs  at 
■trake  of  either  in  these  bouts  would  hkre  killed  or  diaeUei 
MV  otiber  «dT«mry;  certaiitly  it  appeand  m  to  me  vratj 
tiaiw  I  Mv  them  fence  and  e^iedally  while  watching  their 
Jtonta  afiw  I  xetuned  from  my  jtat  at  Bais,  for  af^  thai 
I  ue^wr  miMed  a  gladiatorial  exhibition  in  the  Colosaenm. 
To  mj  mind  l^oa  and  Horaiex  were  naniteetty  pla?ii>g 
vitli  each  othw,  like  foz-cnha  or  Kolonian  poppies  or  woif> 
cube;  yet  the  ^lort  ao  m^och  resembled  actual  attack  and 
defence,  as  with  nearly  grown  wolf-cnba,  that  it  gaTe  leas 
the  impneeion  of  pUy  between  fnenda  than  that  ot  Amdif 
ounbat  between  envenomed  foes.  Many  a  ttme  I  haTe  heard . 
or  OTerfaeard  aome  expert  or  coBOoiaeenr  or  entluuiaBt  or  pm- 
rincisl  visitor,  prophesy  somewhat  in  this  fashion: 

"Some  day  one  of  those  two  is  going  to  kill  the  other  vnex* 
pectedly  and  nnintentionaUy  and  by  mistake.  £ach  thinks 
tbe  other  will  never  land  on  him;  tiwi^  t^^it^l^■  the  other  hss 
»  guard  80  innqftregDable  thai  it  will  nemr  be  pieioed ;  aA 
uses  mi  the  otiwr  attadv  so  nnexpeoted,  ao  sudden*  ao  sobda, 
so  swift,  BO  powwful,  so  Bostained,  ao  wied  that  no  third 
man  alive  could  escape  any  one  of  thsm.  It  is  almost  a  oer> 
iaiaty  that  that  sort  of  thing  cannot  go  on  forever.  One 
or  the  other  of  them  may  age  mficiflDtly  to  retire  from  tha 
arena,  as  did  Hnrmex  Fiiigi>  safe  and  nnscarred,  as  he  was 
Bot.  But  it  is  for  ntore  likely,  since  both  axe  foil  of  vitality 
and  vigor,  tiiat  nuther  will  notioe  the  very  gxadoal  ^proadi 
of  age,  so  that  they  will  go  on  fitting  with  eyes  nndimmed, 
ttusoles  supple  and  minds  quick,  yet  not  so  qoick,  suf^le 
and  keen  as  now:  bot  tiie  pretenutunLl  powers  of  one  will 
wane  a  bit  sooner  than  those  of  the  other.  And  sooner  or 
Itinr  one  will  err  in  his  guard  and  be  wounded  or  killed." 

Most  spectators  agreed  with  such  forecasts.  What  ia  man, 
moat  of  the  spectators  admitted  that,  as  they  watched,  eBch 
attack  seemed  certain  to  succeed;  every  time  either  maa 
guarded  it  seemed  as  if  he  must  fail  to  protect  himself. 

This,  I  think,  explains  the  unflagging  sest  with  whidi  Am 
antire  audience,  soiators,  nobles  and  commonalify,  watched 
tiieir  beats,  nvelled  in  than,  ^oaied  omr  the  memory  ol 
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tiiem  tad  longed  for  more  and  more.  CoiucioiiBly  or  mwMi- 
acaonsly,  every  onlooker  felt  that  nmeiimfl,  some  boot  would 
end  in  the  wounding,  disabling  or  death  ot  one  of  the  tiro. 
And  so  perfect  waa  their  aword-play,  eo  nnfeigned  their 
unmitigated  fury  of  attack,  bo  genuine  the  impeKable  dex- 
terity of  their  defence  that  every  spectator  felt  that  the 
aupreme  thrill,  even  while  so  long  postponed,  waa  certain  to 
arrive.  More,  each  felt,  against  bis  jadgment,  that  it  was 
likely  to  arrive  the  next  moment.  It  was  this  illogical  but 
vnescapable  sensation  which  kept  the  interest  of  the  w£oIe 
andience,  of  the  vbxAt  of  every  andience,  at  a  iriiite  heat 
over  the  bouta  of  Mnrmex  and  Palua.  I  myself  experienced 
this  conditum  of  mind  and  became  infected  iriih  the  com- 
mon ardor.  I  found  myself  rehearsing  to  mysdf  the  in- 
ddcnta  of  their  last-aeen  bont,  anticipating  the  next,  longing 
for  it:  though  I  never  had  rated  myself  as  ardent  over 
l^adiatortal  games,  but  rather  as  lukewarm  towards  them, 
and  considered  mysdf  much  man  interested  in  paintingB, 
ttatuaiy,  reliefs,  ornaments,  bric-a-brac,  fumitare,  fine  fabric* 
and  ell  artietries  and  artisanries.  Tet  I  confeesed  to  myself 
that,  from  the  time  I  saw  flnt  a  boat  between  them,  antici- 
pation of  seeing  thou  fence,  or  enjoyment  of  it,  cams  veiy 
high  among  my  interests  and  my  plaaBures. 

To  some  ext^^  I  think,  the  long  and  uneqnaled  vogue 
of  their  populari^  was  doe  to  the  great  variety  of  their 
methods  and  almost  complete  absence  of  monotony  in  thor 
boots. 

Falus  was  left-handed,  but  for  something  like  every  third 
bout  or  a  third  ot  each  bout  he  fought  rig^t-handed,  merdy 
for  bravado,  as  if  to  advertise  that  be  could  do  almost  as 
well  with  tiie  hand  leas  amvenient  Murmex  was  right- 
banded,  bat  he  too  fought  often  left-handed,  perhaps  one- 
fifth  of  the  time.  So,  in  whatever  equipment,  one  saw  each 
of  them  fight  both  ways.  Therefore  as  murmUloa  they  fought 
both  right-handed,  both  left-handed,  and  each  right-handed 
against  the  other  fighting  left-handed.  This  gave  a  per- 
petually shifting  effect  of  novelty,  surprise  and  interest  to 
•very  bout  between  tb^n.    They  similarly  had  foor  ways 
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t/l  Bppearisg  is  Gredci,  QmvUs,  Stmnittt,  Tlmoiiiu,  woufon 
or  dtmackceri. 

Their  bouts  as  dimaehteri  were  bresthleBBl;  eicitmg,  for 
it  was  impoBsibk,  from  moment  to  moment,  to  foreast  with 
irtiicb  saber  either  would  attack,  with  which  he  would  goard ; 
and,  not  infrequent!?,  one  attacked  and  the  otlier  guarded 
with  both.  When  ihej  fon^t  in  this  fashion  Galen,  it 
always  appeared  to  m«,  looked  imeaB7,  keyed  np  and  appre- 
henaire.  Tet  neither  erer  so  much  as  nicked,  flicked  or 
scratched  the  other  in  theii  more  than  sixty  bouts  with  two 
sabers  apiece. 

More  than  a  dozen  times  they  appeared  as  AcbiUea  and 
Hector,  with  Uie  old-fashioned,  fall-length,  man-prot«cting 
shield,  the  short  Argive  sword  and  the  heavy  lance,  half-pik^ 
half-Javelin,  of  Trojan  tradition.  Hurmex  threw  a  lance 
almost  as  tax  and  tn»  as  Falus  and  the  emotion  of  tb» 
audience  was  unmistakably  akin  to  horror  when  both,  dmol- 
taneously,  hurled  their  deadly  spears  bo  swiftly  and  so  true 
that  it  seemed  as  if  neither  could  avoid  the  Sying  deatiii. 
Fains,  true  to  his  nickname,  new  visibly  dodged,  though' 
Murmex's  aim  was  as  accurate  as  his  own;  be  escaped  the 
glittering,  needle-pointed,  razor-edged  apear-bead  l^  half  a 
band's-breatfa  or  less  by  an  almost  imperceptible  inclination 
of  bis  body,  made  at  the  last  posnble  instant,  when  it  seemed 
as  if  the  lance  had  already  pierced  him.  It  ms  indescribablj 
thrilling  to  b^old  this. 

Besides  fencing  equipped  as  Qauls,  Samnites,  Thraciana 
and  secttton  tiiej  appeared  in  every  oombinatiim  of  any 
of  these  and  of  Ctreeks  and  munaUlM  with  every  othtf. 
Pains  as  a  dimachanu  against  Mnrmex  aa  a  murmOIo  made 
a  particularly  delectable  kind  of  boat  Almost  aa  much  so 
Murmex  as  a  Gaul  againat  Fahu  as  a  Thracian.  And  m 
withont  end. 

After  my  return  fnnn  Baiss  Faloo  pampered  me  more  than 
ever  and,  in  particular,  arranged  to  take  me  with  him  to  all 
amphitheater  shows  and  have  me  sit  beside  bim  in  the  front 
row  of  the  nobles  immediately  behind  the  boxes  of  the  sen- 
ators on  the  podiwn.    This  does  not  sound  possible  in  oqr 
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l*t«T  injtt  «1m&  uniAithMter  Mgataixom  ua  (trictty  ab- 
foTced,  u  th«7  had  been  under  the  Dirine  AmeliuB  uid  hit 
pvedeceesors.  But,  Tbile  Commodns  wu  Prince  moch  laxity 
vmi  rife  is  ftU  brsudiet  of  the  govviaiaeat.  After  the  oxgiet 
of  bribe-Ukiog,  favoritinn  and  Bach  like  in  the  heyday  of 
Percamie  and  of  Gleander,  all  claaaea  of  our  eociety  becun* 
habituated  to  ignorinf  contraTentiooa  of  mlea.  Under 
PerenniB  and  later  tmder  Oleander  not  a  few  aoiatorB  tocA 
Tith  them  into  their  boxes  faroritea  who  were  not  only  not 
of  aenatorial  rank,  nor  even  nobles,  bnt  not  Bomana  ift  all : 
foreign  visitoiB,  alien  residents  of  Rome,  freedznrai  or  even 
shTes,  and  the  otbar  senatots,  as  a  elaas  exqniaitely  seoaitiTe 
to  any  inrasion  of  lh«ir  priTil^^  by  outsider^  winked  at  tbs 
practice  partly  bectnaa  some  of  th«n  participated  in  i^  nrach 
more  becante  they  feared  to  suffer  ont-and-oot  min,  if,  by 
word  or  loc^  tbey  incitrred  the  diabvor  of  Perennia  while  ba 
wia  all-powsrfal  or,  latar,  of  the  owre  omnipotoit  Cleando-. 
When  a  fleoator  saw  another  so  vii^ta  propriety,  privil^e  and 
law,  he  BBBomed  that  the  acting  Prefect  of  tha  Palace  had  been 
bribed  and  so  dared  not  protest  or  wlusper  disapprobation. 

Uw^  more  than  tha  acnaton  the  noUea  obtained  seen* 
license  to  ignore  the  roles,  or  ignored  tiiem  without  licmae, 
since,  when  ao  many  Tiolated  the  r^nlationa,  no  ona  wsa 
oonapicaonB  or  likely  to  be  brought  to  book.  Fako,  being 
mtly  wealthy,  probably  bribed  annebody,  but  I  never  knew: 
irtien  I  hinted  a  qneiy  he  merely  smiled  and  vowed  that  «9 
were  pwfiectly  safe. 

So  I  sat  beside  him  thronj^  that  nnforgettaUa  December 
day,  at  the  end  of  whidi  came  the  enlmination  of  what  I 
have  been  descrifaing. 

The  day  was  perfect,  dear,  crisp,  mild  and  windloee.  It 
was  not  cold  enon^  to  be  chiUing,  bnt  was  cold  enon^  to 
make  completely  comfortable  a  pipe^slayed  ceremonial  toga 
over  the  full  daily  garments  of  a  noble  or  senator,  so  that 
Ifae  entire  audience  enjoyed  the  temperature  and  basked  in 
the  brilliant  Bunrays ;  for,  so  late  in  the  year,  as  the  warmth 
of  the  Bun  was  sure  to  be  welcome,  the  awning  had  not  been 
^read.    I,  in  my  biurre  oriental  attire,  wore  n^  thickest 
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gannents  and  my  fullest  curled  wig  and  fait  naither  too  cold 
nor  too  wiTsa. 

I  never  set  the  Coloflsenm  bo  bnlliant  a  spectacle^  It 
iras  full  to  tbe  Tidier  colonnade  sader  the  awsing-iope  polM, 
not  a  seat  vacant.  Spectators  vare  sitting  on  the  ateps  all 
up  and  down  ever;  visible  stair;  two  or  even  three  rows  on 
each  side  at  ead)  stair,  leaving  free  only  a  narrow  alley  np 
the  middle  of  each  for  the  passage  is  or  out  of  attendant! 
or  others.  Spectators  filled  the  openings  of  the  entrance- 
atairs,  all  bnt  jamming  each.  In  each  of  the  croes-aialea 
spectators  stood  or  crouched  against  its  back-wall,  ducking 
their  heads  to  avoid  protests  from  the  ladder  qwctators  in 
the  seats  bdiind  them.  The  upper  colonnade  was  packed  to 
its  fnll  capacity  irith  standees. 

The  program  was  unusoal,  gladiatorial  exhibitions  trtm 
tbe  b^jianing  of  the  show ;  and  nothing  elae.  The  morning 
Via  f^  of  brisk  fi^ts  between  young  men;  provincials, 
foreigners  and  seme  Italians,  volunteer  enthusiasts.  Tha 
noon  panse  was  filled  in  by  routine  fl^ts  at  6\A  or  aging 
Radiators  nearly  approaching  tbe  completicm  of  their  cov«- 
nanted  term  of  service.  It  ended  with  a  novelty,  tbe  en> 
counter  of  two  tight-rope  walkers  on  a  taut  rope  stretched 
fully  thirty  feet  in  the  air.  It  was  proclaimed  that  they 
were  rivals  for  the  favor  of  a  prcity  f reedwoman  and  that 
they  had  agreed  on  this  oostest  as  a  settlement  of  their 
rivalry.  Certainly  the  two,  naked  aave  for  breech-olouta  and 
each  armed  with  a  li^t  lance  in  one  hand  and  a  &in-bladed 
Gallic  sword  in  the  other,  neared  each  other  with  every  sign 
of  caution,  enmify  and  courage.  Their  sparring  for  an  open- 
ing lasted  some  time,  but  was  breathlessly  interesting.  Th« 
victor  kept  his  feet  on  the  rope  and  pierced  his  rival,  who 
fell  and  died  from  the  apeat-woond  or  the  fall  or  both. 

During  tbe  noon  pause  the  Emperw  had  left  bis  paviU(HL 
When  he  returned  I,  from  my  nearby  location,  was  certain 
that  Commodus  himself  had  presided  all  the  morning,  bat 
tiist  now  Furfur  was  taking  his  place.  Certainly  Pains  and 
Hormex  entered  the  arena  socn  after  the  noon  pause  and 
gave  an  exhibiticm  almost  twice  as  long  as  usual,  killing  many, 
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adTenariaa.  Befoie  the  mm  wbs  half  my  down  the  Aj, 
tB  Falus  finished  an  opponent  with  one  of  bis  all  but  invisible 
punctures  of  the  thi^-artery,  the  upper  tiers  first  and  thai 
all  ranks  acclaimed  this  as  the  death  of  the  twel? e-hnndredtb 
totsgonist  who  had  perished  by  hie  unerring  steeL 

The  daylight  had  not  begun  to  dim  when  Uurmex  and 
Pains  faced  each  other  for  the  fencing  boat  which  was  to 
end  the  day.  Each  was  equipped  as  a  sectiior,  Mnxmex  in 
Bjlvered  armor,  Falus  all  in  gold  or  gilded  arms.  Their 
■words  were  not  regulation  army  swords,  snch  a  tecuion 
BomiBlly  carried)  but  loag-bladed  Qallic  swords,  the  longest- 
bladed  swords  ever  used  by  any  gladiators. 

They  made  a  wonderful  picture  as  the  lamsta  placed 
them  and  stepped  back:  Munnex,  burly,  stocky,  heavy  of 
build,  tbick-se^  maaeire,  with  vast  girth  of  chest  and  bull- 
neck,  his  neatly-fitting  plated  gauntlet,  huge  on  his  big  right 
band,  his  big  plated  boots  [dsjited  solidly  on  the  sand,  his 
polished  helmet,  the  great  expanse  of  his  silvered  shield, 
his  silvered  kUt-strap-scales  and  silvered  greave-boots  bril- 
liant in  the  oool  late  light;  opposite  him  Falus,  tall,  lithe, 
graceful,  slim,  agile,  all  in  gleaming  gold,  helmet,  corselet, 
shield,  Idlt,  greare-boots  and  alL  Th^  shone  like  a  com- 
posite jewel  set  in  the  arena  as  a  cameo  in  the  bezel  of  a 
ring.  And  the  picture  they  made  was  framed  in  the  hoop 
of  spectators  crowding  the  slopes  of  the  amphitheater,  all 
dlent  after  the  gusts  of  cheers  which  had  acclaimed  the  two 
as  they  took  their  places. 

If  possible,  their  feints  and  assaults  were  more  thrilling 
than  ever,  unexpected,  sudden,  swift,  all  bat  saccessfuL  As 
almys  neither  capered  or  pranced,  Murmex  not  built  for 
■uch  antics,  Falus  by  nature  steady  oa  his  feet  But,  except 
that  their  feet  moved  cannily,  every  bit  of  the  rest  of  cither's 
body  was  in  constant  motion  and  moved  swiftly.  The  gleam 
and  flicker  of  thrust  and  parry  were  inexpressibly  rapid. 
Even  the  upper  tiers  craned,  breathless  and  fascinated;  snd 
we,  further  forward,  were  namb  and  quivering  with  excite- 
ment. 
'     I  have  heard  a  hnadred  eye-witDeeses  describe  what  oo- 
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cnrred.  There  vu  dose  agreement  iritb  wiat  I  seemed  to 
Bee  BB  I  watched. 

Pains  lunged  just  as  Mnrmex  made  a  brilliantly  onpre- 
dictable  shift  of  his  position.  The  shift  and  Itinge  cama 
00  Bimultaneously  that  neither  had,  in  his  calculated,  pr^^ 
determined  movement,  time  to  alter  his  intention;  Mnrmex, 
yon  mi^t  say,  threw  his  throat  at  the  spot  at  which  Fains 
liad  aimed  his  Innge.  The  sword^int  ripped  his  throat 
from  beside  the  gullet  to  against  the  sinne,  all  one  side  of  it. 
He  collapsed,  the  blood  spouting. 

Pains  cast  the  dripping  sword  violently  from  him,  the 
gleaming  blade  flying  np  into  the  air  and  falling  far  off  on 
^e  sand.  The  big  shield  fell  from  his  right  arm.  Both  his 
hands  caught  his  big  helmet,  lifted  it  and  threw  it  behind 
tarn.  On  one  knee  he  sank  by  Hnrmez  and,  with  his  left 
hand,  strove  to  stanndi  the  gashing  blood. 

Before  Oalen^  before  even  the  Umitta  conld  reach  the  two, 
Mnrmex  died. 

Pains  staggered  to  his  feet  and  pnt  np  his  gory  hand  to 
lus  yellow  curls,  with  a  convincingly  agonized  gesture  of 
grief  and  horror. 

Be  uttered  some  words,  I  heard  his  voice,  but  not  the  words. 
Folk  say  he  said : 

li  have  killed  the  only  match  I  had  on  earth,  the  second- 
best  fif^ter  earth  ever  saw." 

The  audience,  I  among  them,  stared,  awe-stmck  and  fas* 
einated,  at  Commodns  laying  a  bloody  hand  on  his  own 
head;  we  shuddered:  I  saw  many  look  back  and  forth  from 
Pains  in  the  arena  to  the  figure  on  the  Imperial  throne. 

The  guards  ran,  the  surgeons'  helpers  ran,  even  Qalen  ran, 
bnt  Aemilins  I^etus  readied  Fains  first,  and,  between  the 
dazed  and  stnnned  lanista,  picked  np  the  big  golden  helmet 
and  replaced  it  on  his  head,  hiding  his  features.  Hie  di»- 
tance  from  the  podium  wall  to  the  center  of  the  arena  is 
so  great,  the  distance  from  any  other  pari  of  the  andimca 
BO  much  greater,  that,  while  many  of  the  spectators  weie 
astounded,  suspicions  or  curious,  not  one  could  be  certain 
that  Pains  was,  beyond  peradventnre,  the  Princa  of  ib» 
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Bepnblic  in  penon.  Paliu  stood  there,  alternately  staria;  it 
hia  dead  cronj  and  talkmg  to  Lestns  and  Galen. 

The  heraldfl  had  run  np  with  the  guards.  Lvtos,  vithont 
any  pretense  of  conEultation  with  the  dnmmy  Emptor  an 
the  throne,  spoke  to  the  heralds  and  each  stalked  off  to  one 
iocns  of  the  ellipse  of  the  arena.  Thence  each  bellowed  for 
lUence,  their  deep-toned,  reaoDant,  load,  |»acticed  voioea 
carrying  to  the  apper  colonnade  ereiywhere.  Silence,  deep 
already  since  Unimex  received  his  death-wotind  and  brcdcea 
only  by  whispers,  deepened.  The  amphitheeter  becam* 
almost  BtiU.  Into  the  stiUoees  the  heralds  proclaimed  that 
next  day  the  fnneial  gamea  <d  Mnrmez  Lacro  would  be  cele- 
brated in  the  ColoflBeom  where  he  had  died ;  that  all  prasons 
entitled  to  seats  in  the  Colossenm  were  thereby  enjoined  to 
attend,  unless  too  ill  to  lean  their  homes:  that  idl  should 
come  without  togas,  but,  in  sign  of  mourning  for  Uunnex, 
wearing  orer  their  gannenta  full-leugth,  all-aireloping  rsin- 
doaks  of  undyed  black  wool  and  similarly  colored  nmbrdla 
hats ;  thst  any  person  failing  to  attend  so  habited  would  ba 
Mverely  pnnirtied ;  that  the  show  wouH  be  worth  aeeii^,  for> 
in  honor  of  the  Vanes  of  Murmex,  to  placate  his  ghost,  no 
defeated  fighter  would  be  spared  and  all  the  victors  ol  the 
morning  would  fight  each  other  in  the  afternoon. 

Surely  the  tenth  day  before  the  Kalends  of  January,  in 
December  of  the  nine  hundred  and  forty^fourth  year  of  the 
City,*  the  year  in  which  Conunodus  was  nominally  consul  for 
the  seventh  time,  and  Fertinax  consul  for  the  second  tim^ 
aaw  the  strangest  audience  ever  assembled  in  the  amphi- 
theater of  the  Colosseum.  I  was  there,  seated,  as  on  the 
day  before,  next  my  master,  my  gaudy  Asiatic  garments,  like 
bis  garb  of  a  noble  of  equestrian  rank,  hiddsn  under  a  great 
xaincoat  and  my  face  shaded  by  the  broad  brim  of  an 
mnbrdla  hat. 

The  uniTereal  material  conventional  for  mourners'  attire 
is  certainly  appropriate  and  proper  for  monmJng  garb.  ¥at 
tiie  imdyed  wool  of  black  dieep,  when  span  and  woven,  resoHs 
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it  «  doth  diogf  ia  tiw  ertreme.  !%•  naarinff  cf  gusmte 
Bud*  (rf  it  nuts  «dininblj  with  grief  and  gloom  of  ^nrit; 
deapesB  wdaeaa,  tccentoRtet  wo^  klmort  ^odncee  melsB* 
diol;.  And  the  sight  of  it,  when  one  is  mnoanded  by  -pat- 
KHU  ao  hftbited,  conduces  to  d^ection  «nd  depnenon.  Hug 
equally  wii  felt  by  the  whole  andieuoe.  Inxtead  of  bnng  m 
ipaoe  gluing  in  the  nmligfat  shining  on  in  ezpanee  of  white 
iogai,  the  hollow  of  the  ampbitheeter  was  a  dingy  anea  of 
Ivowniah  Uadc  onder  a  lowering  canopy  of  ■alien  doad,  iaa 
the  sky  was  heavily  OTercast  and  thraatened  nin  all  d^^ 
i^Of^  not  a  drop  tdL  The  windleea  air  wu  dasqi  and 
penetratingly  chilly,  so  that  we  almost  shivered  nnder  ova 
twathinga.  The  discomfort  of  not  bong  wazm  csiongh  and 
the  dispiriting  effect  of  the  grim  sky  and  gloomy  interior 
of  the  amphitiieatw  was  manifest  in  a  sort  of  general  im- 
jnession  of  melancholy  and  apprehennon. 

ApprehMLsion,  or,  certainly,  oneasineee,  pemded  the  andi- 
cmoe  and,  as  it  ware,  seemed  to  diffose  itself  tnas  the  Im* 
penal  Pavilion,  crowded,  not,  as  nsaal,  with  jaonty  figures 
in  gandy  apparel,  all  crimson*  bine,  and  green,  picked  out 
and  set  off  by  edgings  of  silver  and  gold,  bnt  with  a  aolcann 
TCtinne,  all  hidden  under  dingy  umbrella  bats  and  swathed 
in  rain-cloaks.  To  see  the  throne  occupied  by  a  faoman 
shape  so  triMCured  by  its  habiliments  gave  all  beholders  an 
uncanny  feeling  in  irtiidi  foreboding  deepened  into  alarm. 
The  appearance  of  the  whole  audience,  still  raon  of  the  Im- 
perial retinue,  was  one  to  cause  all  beholders  to  interpret 
the  garb  of  the  spectators  as  ill-omened,  almost  as  inviting 


In  the  center  of  the  arena  was  bnilt  ap  the  pyre  wbich 
wu  to  consume  all  that  was  left  of  Htirmex.  It  was  con- 
structed of  thirty-foot  logs,  each  tier  laid  across  the  one 
below  it,  the  lower  tiers  of  linden,  willow,  dm  and  other 
qoick-buming  woods,  their  intersticea  filled  with  fat  pin»- 
knots;  the  upper  tiers  of  oak  and  maple,  at  which  last  I  heard 
not  a  few  whispered  protests,  for  old-f aAioned  folk  felt  it  al- 
most a  sacrilege  that  holy  wood  should  be  used  to  batn  a 
gladiator,  a  man  of  blood.    The  pyre  was  thus  a  square  struc* 


'9»  ANDIVnTS  HEDULIO 

I 

ion  thirty  feot  on  a  aidfl  and  fnlly  twenty  feet  hi^;  eadi  sld« 
showing  eilrered  log-butts  or  log-ends,  with  gilded  pine-knots 
all  between;  its  tap  covered  with  lauiel  bon^ifl,  over  whid 
vas  laid  a  crimson  rug  with  golden  fringe,  setting  off  the 
eorpse  of  Mnrmez,  whieh  lay  in  the  silver  armor  he  had  worn 
in  bis  last  fi^t,  high  on  the  monnd  of  laurel  bong^ 

At  each  focns  of  the  arena  was  placed  a  round  maible 
altar,  one  to  Yenns  libitina,  one  to  Pluto.  By  these  the 
heralds  toolc  their  stands  and  proclaimed  that  no  offezings 
would  be  made  at  the  altars  except  tme  blat^  lamb  at  esdi, 
that  every  man  slain  in  tiie  day's  fitting  would  be  an  (dfering 
to  the  Kanes  of  Uurmez,  since  the  day  would  be  occupied 
solely  with  the  celebrati<Hi  of  funeral  games  for  the  solace 
of  bis  ghost. 

The  games  began  with  a  set-to  of  sixteen  pairs  of  gladia- 
tors fighting  simultaneously.  After  this  was  over  the  siiteoi 
▼ictors  drew  ofF  towards  one  end  of  the  arena  and  sixteen 
other  pairs  fought  simultaneously.  After  them  the  victors 
of  the  first  set  paired  off  as  the  lanisUg  arranged  and  the 
eight  pairs  fou^t.  The  ei^  victors  again  rested  while 
the  survivors  of  the  second  set  simultaneously  fought  as 
ei^t  pairs.  So  they  alternated  till  only  two  men  survived. 
A  third  batdi  of  thirty-two  gUdiators  then  fou^t  in  six- 
teen pairs;  then  the  two  survivors  of  the  first  and  second 
batches  fougbt.  The  heralds  proclaimed  that  the  sole  sur- 
vivor of  the  first  sixty-four  would  fi^^t  again  in  the  after- 
noon. So  with  the  sole  survivor  of  the  third  and  fourth 
batchy  This  grim  butchery  gave  a  savage  tone  to  the 
whole  day.  All  the  morning  many  pairs  foi^t,  till  one  <d 
each  pair  was  killed.  But,  after  tiie  fourth  batch,  every 
victor  in  any  fight  was  reserved  to  fight  again  in  the  after- 
noon. 

To  my  eyesi^t  the  figure  on  the  timme,  even  under  that 
broad  bat-brim  and  enveloped  in  that  thidc  rain-doak,  was 
manifestly  Commodus  in  person.  Unmistakably  his  vu 
every  Imperial  gesture  as  he  presided  as  £ditor  of  the  ganus. 

During  the  no<Bi  interval,  as  usual,  the  Emperor  retired 
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to  his  robing-room  under  the  aiQ>er  tiera  of  the  amidiitheater. 
Wheo  again,  after  the  noon  interral,  the  throne  was  reocca- 
pied,  I  felt  certain  that  its  occupant  vas  Dacconius  Furfur. 

At  an;  rate  Palua  appeared  at  once  after  the  noon  interval 
and  the  first  fig^t  waa  between  him  and  the  aurriTor  of 
the  Eixty-foiir  TTetches,  who  had  begun  the  day's  butcher;. 
Pains,  of  courae,  killed  his  man,  but  with  more  appearance 
of  effort  and  less  easily  than  any  adversary  he  had  ever  faced 
under  my  observation.  The  people  cheered  hia  victory,  bat 
not  BO  entbneiastically  aa  usual.  He  did  not  appear  again 
till  the  last  event  of  ibe  day,  which  was  a  aeries  of  duels  be- 
tween champions  in  twohoree  chariots,  driven  by  expert 
diarioteers,  they  and  the  fighters  equipped  with  arms  and 
armor  such  as  was  used  by  both  sidea  at  the  siege  of  Troy. 
Horses  are  seldom  seen  in  the  Colosseum  and  these  pairs, 
frantic  at  the  smell  of  blood,  taxed  to  the  utmost  the  skill 
■nd  strength  of  their  drivera,  particularly  as  they  were  con- 
trolled by  the  old-fashioned  reins  of  the  Heroic  period,  the 
tnanipulatioD  of  which  calls  for  methods  different  from  those 
effective  with  our  improved  modem  reine. 

The  charioteers  were  capable  and  their  dexterona  maneu- 
vering for  every  advantage  of  approach  and  relative  position 
won  many  cheers.  Eight  pairs  fought^  then  the  ei^t  vic- 
tors paired  off,  then  the  four  victors,  then  the  two.  The 
■ole  survivor  tb^i  retired  and  while  he  was  out  of  the 
arena  there  entered  a  superb  pair  of  bay  horses,  drawing 
%  chariot  of  Greek  pattern,  in  which,  to  the  amazement  of 
all  beholders,  was  N'arcissns,  the  wrestler,  himself,  habited 
as  Automedon  and  acting  as  diarioteer;  while  beside  him, 
magnificent  in  a  triple  crested  crimson-plumed  helmet  of  the 
Tbessalian  ^pe,  in  a  gilded  corselet  of  the  style  of  the 
Heroic  age,  with  gilded  scales  on  its  kUt-strape,  with  gilded 
greaves,  with  a  big  gilded  Argive  shield  embossed  with  re- 
liefs, and  holding  two  spears,  manifestly  habited  as  Achilles, 
■tood  Falus. 

When  his  refreshed  antBgonist  reentered  in  a  Trojan  char* 
iot  and  armored  and  armed  as  Hector  of  Troy,  Falus  handed 
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big  two  ipMn  to  bifl  Antoraedon,  le^  bom.  his  dwrid; 
mlled  orer  to  Hector's,  and  spake  to  him.  I  beud  it  i»- 
ported  aftenrards  that  be  aaid : 

"It  vonld  spoil  the  program  for  Hector  to  slay  Achilles 
bat  yon  have  as  much  chance  ot  killing  me  as  I  of  kiUing 
yon.  I  am  M  shaken  by  Hurmex's  death  that  I  am  not  the 
man  I  was  yeeterday  morning  and  np  till  then.  I  nero'  feH 
•0  neariy  matched  as  by  you,  not  even  by  HnnDez.  Atta^ 
and  spare  not  I  have  given  orders  that,  if  yoa  kill  mo,  yon 
^lall  not  soffer  for  it  in  any  way.  I  don't  want  to  liT% 
anyhow,  now  SSnrmex  is  dead." 

Whether  he  said  this  or  something  else,  be  spoke  eamerttf 
and  weJlffid  back  to  bis  chariot  nearby,  without  any  elastici^ 
in  his  tread. 

Narcisens,  the  wrestler,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  spec- 
tators, proved  himself  a  paragon  horse  jodiey.  Everyone 
knew  him  as  a  wrestler,  as  reported  the  sbrong«A  man  alive, 
as  claimed  by  his  admirers  to  have  a  more  powerful  hand- 
grasp  than  any  rival,  as  the  favorite  vrrestl^g^mate  of  the 
Emperor;  all  the  notabilities  had  seen  him  and  Commodos 
wrebtle  in  &e  Stadium  of  the  Palace;  all  Home  knew  him 
for  a  crony  of  the  Prince;  yet  no  one  bad  ever  heard  him 
praised  or  even  mentioned  u  a  charioteer.  Yet  he  showed 
himself  a  matchless  horseman.  Hector's  charioteer  was  a 
master,  yet  Narcissns  outmanenvered  him,  gained  the  ad- 
vantage of  angle  of  approach  and,  after  many  tnms,  gaive 
Fains  his  chance.  The  two  great  lances  flew  almost  aimul- 
taneously ;  but,  as  Achilles  dodged.  Hector  fell  dying  of  • 
mortal  wound  in  the  throat 

What  followed  was,  apparently,  according  to  the  preti^ 
ranged  program  and  was  indnbitably  in  keeping  with  the 
equipment  of  the  two  champions  and  their  charioteers;  yet 
it  bonified  me,  and  I  think  all  the  senators  and  nobles  as 
well  as  most  of  tiie  audience.  As  Hector  sprawled  horridly 
on  the  sand  Narcissus  veered  his  pair  and,  as  they  passed  the 
fallen  man,  Achilles  leapt  from  his  chariot  Drawing  his 
Argive  sword  he  slashed  the  dying  man  across  his  abdom^i; 
then,  sheatiiing  his  blade,  be  stood,  one  foot  on  bis  adva* 
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■try's  neck  sod,  Kightg  hii  Unce  tnd  ^ield,  ehoiited: 
"Entile  I  EnaUel  Enalial*'  the  old  Qreek  invOeatioa  to 
the  wsr-god.  Thai  he  tbrev  uide  his  lanoe  and  shield  and 
stripped  oS  the  annor  from  the  dead.  ArCtna-slflTea  earned 
it  to  the  pyre  and  placed  it  upon  it,  by  Mormez. 

Kardmu  had  wheeled  the  chariot  in  a  short  circle  and 
halted  it  as  near  Falua  as  he  could  keep  it  and  ctnitrd  tile 
frantic  horse.  Pains  took  from  one  of  the  hand-hoIdB  at 
the  back  of  the  chariot-rail  a  long  leathern  thong.  With  his 
HA  he  alit  each  foot  of  the  corpse  between  the  leg-bone  and 
the  heel-tendon ;  through  the  «lit  he  patted  the  thong,  knot- 
ting it  to  his  liking.  The  donbled  thong  he  tied  secorelj 
to  the  rear  rim  of  the  chariot-bed.  Betriering  his  lanct 
and  shield  he  posed  an  instant,  enrj  inch  Achilles,  stepped 
oner  Hector's  naked  corpse  and  motmted  the  chariot.  From 
Aatomedon  he  took  the  twos  and  the  whip,  passing  him 
his  lance,  yet  retaining  hia  great  drcolar  shield,  nowise 
hampered  by  which  he  drore  the  chariot  round  and  ronnA 
tiie  pyre,  the  picture,  as  all  coald  see,  he  feltj  ti  A^illes 
placating  the  ghDet  of  Fatroehis. 

This  exhibition  shocked  the  whole  audience,  upper  tiers 
ud  alL  The  ^ost  of  a  hiss  breathed  under  tiie  tense  hush 
of  die  silent  bdiolders.  A  sbadder  ran  over  the  bolloir  of 
tiie  amjdutheater,  as  the  dragged  corpse,  nuraled  by  the  ssnd 
ind  turning  orer,  became  a  mere  lump  of  pounded  meat. 
The  chill  at  the  onlookers  appeared  to  reach  Palus.  He 
halted  his  team  near  the  pyrc,  arens-elaTes  draped  away 
Hector's  corpse,  one  brou^t  a  lighted  torch  and  Palos  him* 
self  kindled  the  pyre  at  each  of  its  four  comers,  walking 
twice  round  it  l^en  it  was  enveloped  in  crackling  flames, 
be  mounted  the  chariot  and  Nardssos  drove  him  out;  drove 
him  out,  to  the  horror  of  all  beholdov  by  the  Gate  <rf  IU> 

After  be  vanished  tlu-ough  that  gate  no  amphitheater  ever 
•gain  beheld  Pahis  the  GladiBtor. 

When  he  was  gone  all  eyes  were  filed  oil  tiie  kfndlti^ 
pyre.  The  flames  biased  up  all  round  it  and  above  it,  the 
smoke  mounted  skyward  in  «  thidc  columi^  the  crsdtle  tad 
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loar  of  the  flamee  was  aoctible  all  over  the  amphitheater;  «o 
deep  was  the  Bolanm  stUlneBS.  I  shall  carry  to  my  last  liring 
hour  the  vivid  recoUectioa  of  that  picture:  Tinder  the  giim 
gray  sky,  framed  in  by  the  aable  hangings  which  draped  the 
apper  colojmade,  and  by  the  dingy  audience,  against  the 
yellow  sand,  that  column  of  sootv  smoke  and  below  it  the 
led  glaze  of  the  blazing  pyre. 
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AFTBB  my  Beclniion  at  Baiie,  np  to  the  terrible  eroits 
which  I  am  about  to  narrate^  by  far  the  most  important 
of  my  experiences  had  been  my  personal  observations  of  the 
fi^ts  of  PaloB  the  Gladiator  and  what  I  had  heard  and 
thought  about  him.  Therefore  I  have  narrated  thoee  at 
lengUi  and  first.  Xow  I  approach  the  story  of  my  most 
dreadful  miseries.     ' 

From  my  return  to  Borne  my  life  had  gone  on  much  as 
it  bad  before  my  master  bad  compelled  me  to  impersonate 
Salsonins  Salinator  and,  in  so  doing,  to  reaome  my  natural 
appearance  as  I  bed  looked  while  my  gmuine  self,  and  thos, 
ondiagnised,  to  mingle  with  the  associates  of  my  normal 
early  life.  After  my  hair  and  beard  had  rosined  their 
previouB  luxuriance  and  I  was  again  pointed,  rouged, 
frizzed,  bejeweled,  and  bedizened,  I  felt  safe  and,  was  in 
fact^  almost  entirely  safe.  In  this  guise  I  enjoyed  life. 
Falco  was  indulgent  to  me  and  I  bad  every  luxury  at  my 
command. 

Falco's  mania  for  gem-collecting  did  not  wane,  but,  if 
possible,  grew  on  him.  His  ventures  all  prospered,  his  profits 
from  risky  speculations  poured  in,  his  normal  income  from 
bis  heritage  increased;  and,  of  aU  this  opulmce,  every  aor- 
pins  dmaritts  was  paid  out  tot  gems  and  curios.  Yet  be 
never  waa  so  much  a  faddist  as  to  lose  a  day  from  the  game* 
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of  the  cinniB  and  the  amphitheater.  He  viewed  every  show 
of  gladiators,  every  day  of  racing,  almost  every  combat  and 
every  race. 

The  day  after  the  spectacnlar  games  for  Hurmex  and  his 
more  spectacular  cremation,  ihe  eighth  day  before  the 
Kalends  of  January,  was  nominally  the  last  racing  day  of 
tiie  year.  The  weather  was  fair  and  mild.  The  Circus 
MazimuB  was  crowded,  the  Imperial  Pavilion  blazed  with 
the  retinue  about  the  Emperor,  he  and  all  of  ua  enjoyed 
ibe  thirty  races  of  four  four-horsed  chariots  to  each.  I 
mention  this  because  it  was  bis  last  public  appearance. 

The  festivities  of  the  Saturnalia,  which  I  had  prepared 
for  according  to  Falco's  orders  with  lavish  prodigality,  1^ 
me  more  than  a  little  weaty.  I  spent  some  days  mostiy  in 
resting  and  dozing,  being  drowsy  all  day,  even  with  long 
nights  of  sound  sleep. 

On  the  fatal  last  day  of  the  year  I  did  not  go  out,  but 
read  or  dozed  and  went  early  to  bed.  I  sl^  heavily,  know- 
ing nothing  from  composing  mysdf  in  bed  until  I  wakened 
suddenly  in  the  almost  complete  darksesa  of  the  first  hint 
of  light  at  the  dawn  of  a  cloudy,  windless  winter  day.  I 
woke  with  a  sense  of  having  been  roused,  of  something  un- 
usual; and,  vaguely  descrying  a  human  figure  by  my  bed 
asked,  sleepily: 

"1b  that  you,  Dromo?" 

"No,"  said  Agathemer'a  voice,  "it  is  I." 

I  raised  myself  on  one  elbow,  shot  through  with  forebod- 
ing. But  my  apprehensions  were  mastered  by  an  idle  curios- 
it^.  I  knew  he  had  some  imperative  reason  for  coming  to 
me,  yet  I  did  not  ask  his  errand,  bat  queried : 

"How  on  earth  did  you  get  in  ?" 

"The  house-door  was  open,"  he  said  simply. 

"But,"  I  marvelled,  "I  am  surprised  that  the  janitor  waa 
awake  ao  early." 

"He  was  not,"  said  Agathemer  with  deliberate  emphasis, 
**!»  was  as  fost  asleep  in  hia  cell  <m  the  ri^t  of  the  votibule 
•a  waa  the  mtch-dog  in  his  on  the  left" 

"And  yoa  walked  past  both  unnoticed?"  I  hazazded. 
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"t  did,"  Btid  he,  "and  7011  had  beet  warn  Falco  BoiaAaw 
or  indnoe  him  to  sdl  hia  janitor  and  bu;  one  he  can  tnut 
or  to  put  in  his  place  some  tmetj  home-elave.  That  ia  so 
eort  of  a  janitor  for  the  faoase  oontaioing  the  secfHid-Iargest 
private  gem-colkction  in  all  Borne.  Nor  any  sort  of  watch- 
dog." 

"How  came  the  door  nnbarred?"  I  wondered,  "who  showed 
yon  np  here?" 

"I  came  np  alone,"  said  Agsth^aer,  lignifcantly.  "I  haT* 
not  seen  a  human  being  except  the  anoring  janitor.  This 
house  is  at  the  meicy  of  any  Bneafc-thief .  But  yon  can  retois 
io  that  later.  I  have  oonw  to  tell  yon  good  news.  Commodot 
k  (I«adl" 

"BeallyP^  I  qnarered. 

Oddly  enon^  I  felt  no  sense  of  relief.  Before  117  ejtt 
arose  the  picture  of  Commodus  as  I  had  seen  him  facing  the 
mutineere  from  Britain  before  he  condemned  Ferennis:  I 
recalled  how  often  I  had  heard  said  of  him  that  he  was  the 
noblest  bom  of  all  our  Emperors  from  the  Divine  Julio* 
down;  that  he  was  the  handsomest  and  the  strongest  man 
in  any  assembly  about  him,  however  large;  that  in  hia  Im- 
perial Regalia  he  looked  more  imperial  than  any  man  evtr 
had:  I  contrasted  his  posseseion  of  ttieae  qualities  with  his 
pitiful  squandering  of  hia  boundleBs  opportunities,  with  his 
frittering  away  his  life  on  horae-racing,  sword-play  and  such 
like  frivolities.  I  could  not  think  of  myself,  only  of  what 
Commodns  might  have  been  and  had  not  been.  I  mouroed 
for  him  and  Borne. 

Agathemer  aat  down  on  the  edge  of  d^  bed  and  tdd  his 
story. 

"Yon  know,"  he  said,  "that,  as  gemrezpert  and  as  sales' 
man  for  Orontides,  I  have  many  friends  in  the  Palace.  I 
have  carefnlly  kept  out  of  it  myself  and  Orontides  has 
acquiesced,  for  I  told  him  I  had  good  reason  to  avoid  goinf 
in  there,  as  yon  well  know  I  have.  If  Karda  had  seen  me 
she  would  have  recognized  me  and  I  should  not  have  lived 
many  honre,  for  she,  believing  yon  dead,  would  r^ard  dm 
as,  of  all  men,  the  most  likely  to  see  through  the  utilizatica 
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of  Docecmiiu  Taifnr  u  a  dunui^  Emperor  to  free  Com- 
BodoB  for  masqueradiDg  u  Palae.  She  would  vant  ns 
out  of  the  way  as  the  nily  man  in  Borne  ^o  bad  known 
FDrfnr  in  Sabinnm.  Therefore  I  kept  away  from  the 
FaUce. 

"Bat  my  good  frioida  among  the  valeta  and  chamberlaini 
S»d  Mcreteries,  and  even  higher  <^ciala  haTO  not  only 
bept  me  posted  as  to  the  moct  interesting  happeoings,  iii- 
feignes  and  mmors,  hot  one  or  two  cloae  to  the  Emperor 
have  Kgnlarly  commnnicated  to  me  many  details  of  Falaoe 
gossip." 

Daily,  since  the  death  td  Mnnnex,  Agathemer  had  bean 
toformed  of  long,  heated  and  erer  longer  and  more  violsnt 
diBCTusions  between  Conunodus  and  Marda,  often  witii 
EdectoB  also  present  and  participating,  for  he  had  been 
acting  towards  CommodiiB  more  as  an  eqoal  toward  a  cxoi^ 
flian  as  Head  Chamberiain  of  the  Palace  towards  his  master. 
I^etns,  too  had  also  participated,  sometimes  in  place  of 
Sdectos,  sometimes  along  with  him,  for  he  also  had  bem 
comporting  himself  more  as  a  chom  of  Commodns  than  u 
Flefect  <rf  the  Pratoriiun  towards  his  Emperor. 

The  Bobstance  of  ibe  diecnssions  had  bem  always  tin 
■ante.  Commodua,  at  once  after  the  death  of  Hormez,  an- 
nounced his  intention  of  tuniing  bis  Imperial  dnties  and 
dignities  over  to  Ducconlns  Fo^nr  and  at  going  to  Um 
Choraginm,  there  and  thenceforward  to  lira  and  to  die  aa 
Palua  the  Gladiator.  Ha  declared  that  as  Emperor  he  never 
had  an  hour  free  from  anziefy,  always  in  diead  of  asMasin*- 
tion  by  poison  or  otherwise,  whereas,  as  a  gladiator  among 
l^adlatotB,  he  felt  perfectly  safe  and  carefiree,  belond  and 
watched  over  by  all  hia  companions  and  cerfaidn  to  win  all 
his  fights. 

"As  Emperor,"  he  said,  "III  not  Kve  a  year;  as  Faloi 
Fll  moat  likely  die  of  old  age,  forty  years  at  more  from 
BOW,  Fnrfnr  and  I  are  so  alike  that  no  tme  can  tell  in 
apart,  so  no  one  will  ever  saspect  that  the  man  acting  aa 
Emperor  is  not  tiie  same  man  who  U|  filled  that  place  enr 
tfnce  Father  died.** 
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Harcit  had  ttlked  to  him  of  hii  duty  and  he  had  rejoiiied 
tiiat  he  had  alinijs  known  that  he  vaa  nnfit  to  be  the  Em- 
peror, had  feared  his  reBpooaibilities,  hod  undertaken  them 
Dnviliinglj,  had  mostly  honi^ed  them,  and  the  Torld  wonld 
be  far  better  off  with  anybody  else  ae  Emperor,  that  everybody 
knew  it  and  that  he  was  despiaed  by  the  whole  Senate  and 
nobility  and  for  that  reason  more  unhappy  although  he  wu 
wihappy  enough  so  anyhow,  without  the  C0T«t  jeers  of  the 
magistrates;  whereas  he  was  the  best  gladiator  ever  and  all 
^diators  and  experts  acknowledged  and  acclaimed  him  peer* 
less;  as  a  gladiator  he  would  be  happy  and  enjoy  life  np  to 
whatever  end  came  to  him,  preferably  an  unexpected  acci- 
dental sudden  death  tnch  as  had  befallen  Unrmex.  Dncco- 
niuB  Fnrfur  had  not  only  sat  in  his  throne  at  Aowa,  but 
had  reosived  embasaies,  read  better  than  he  the  addressee 
composed  f<ff  him  by  his  Prefects  of  the  Fnatorinm  and 
Secntaries,  knew  all  the  tricks  of  the  office  and  could  mod 
would  be  a  better  Emperor  than  ever  he  had  been. 

When  Edectns  and  .Ltetus  argued  with  him  the  resnlti 
were  similar.' 

Then  Marda  admonished  him  that  while  Porfur  had  es- 
caped detection  in  mere  rontine  mattera  he  was  certain  to 
be  detected  within  a  few  days  if  he  essayed  all  the  Imperial 
duties  before  all  sorts  of  people.  In  that  case  some  sort  of 
revolt  wonld  abolish  him  and  put  a  new  Emperor  in  place 
of  him  and  any  such  chosen  autocrat  would  quickly  order  tbo 
death  of  Falus  the  Qladiator  to  assure  himself  the  throne. 
To  this  line  of  argument  Gommodus  had  been  as  deaf  as  to 
all  other  linea. 

"Why,"  he  had  said,  "if  I  change  clothes  with  Furfur  you 
wouldn't  know  the  difference  yourself.  If  we  both  were 
garbed  as  Emperor,  I«tus  wouldn't  know  which  to  obey. 
And  if  my  wife  and  most  loyal  servant  cannot  t«ll  which  is 
which  wh«i  we  are  side  by  side  and  habited  alike,  who  will 
ever  suspect  that  Furfur  is  not  I  when  I  am  out  of  the 
way,  far  off,  living  as  Pains  the  Swordsman,  never  alongside 
the  En^Kror  or  in  si^^t  at  the  same  time?  The  plaa  can- 
not miscarry." 


ANXIETY  n» 

He  bad  anQouneed  that  he  meant  on  the  Ealenda  of  Jaa- 
ary  to  take  np  his  abode  in  the  Choraginm  and  leave  the 
Palace  and  it»  adjuncts  and  all  bis  prerogatives  to  Dnc- 
conioB  Fnrfor.  He  had  Forfar  in  and  the  five  had  a  heated 
VTODgle.  Fnrfur,  after  the  discoadon,  had  another  nith 
Marcia,  Eclectua  and  Ltetne,  declaring  that  fae  thought  th« 
flcheme  as  insane  as  they  thought  iti  bnt  dared  not  show 
reluctance  for  fear  of  being  put  to  death  at  once:  as  an 
impostor  Emperor  be  would,  at  least,  have  a  chance,  if  a 
faint  chance,  of  success  and  suiTlTaL 

Then  they  all  had  a  long  altercation  on  the  last  day  of 
the  year,  during  which  Commodus  cursed  Marcia  and  Eclec- 
tuB  and  LetuB  and  rowed  he  would  have  them  all  executed 
if  they  mentioned  the  subject  again.  He  imperiously  bade 
them  acquiesce  and  so  silenced  them. 

Then  he  made  Furfur,  who  pretended  to  him  that  he 
vaa  delighted,  remain  to  drink  with  him.  They  drank  till 
both  were  dead  drunk  and  snoring. 

Harcia,  finding  them  so,  held  a  consultation  with  Eclectnt 
and  LstuB  and  proposed  to  have  Xarcissua  strangle  Furfur, 
saying  that  with  Furfur  out  of  the  way  Commodus  might 
come  to  bis  senses :  she  would  risk  his  wrath  and  be  resigned 
to  death  if  she  failed  to  placate  him ;  for,  with  Furfur  dead, 
he  could  not  carry  out  his  cra^  intentions.  She  said  she 
loved  CommodoB  so  mnch  that  she  was  willing  to  save  him 
even  at  the  cost  of  her  own  life. 

Edectus  and  Leetos  acclaimed  her  plan  and  were  over- 
Joyed  at  their  opportuni^,  for  all  three  hated  Furfur.  Tet, 
all  three  shrank  from  going  into  the  room  with  Nardssns. 
He,  entering  alone,  mistook  the  two  sleepers,  who  had 
changed  clothes,  and  by  mistake  for  Furfur,  strangled  Com- 
modus. After  his  victhn  was  indubitably  dead  and  past  any 
possibility  of  reviving  he  summoned  his  accomplices  and, 
when  Harcia  shrieked  and  fainted,  for  the  first  time  realized 
bis  blunder. 

Then,  frantic,  he  seised  Furfur  and  strangled  him  to 
death  long  before  Edectns  had  revived  Marcia  from  her 

•WOOD. 
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Aa  Agathemer  told  it  to  me  ifll  tbis  otne  oat  in  t  ha^ 
hazard  tan^e  of  unfinished  Beateaou,  interrnptioiu.  ficdl 
atarts,  qncstions,  anawen,  repetitions  and  dplanatioiu. 

Ueanwhile  the  da;  had  dawned  gray  and  lovoing.  Ot 
•11  my  strange  experiences  none  were  more  eery  than  thai 
talk  with  Agathemer,  beginning  in  the  dark  and,  with  ha 
form  and  features  and  expressions  e&ced,  gradnallj  be- 
coming more  and  more  visible.  And  towards  the  end  of  bis 
disdosnres  he  checked  himself  in  the  middle  of  a  word  and, 
raising  his  hand,  whispered: 

"Harkr 

Silent  and  tense,  we  listened.  Even  in  my  bedroom,  opett- 
ing  <m  the  side  gallery  of  the  peristyle,  we  beard,  from  over 
tbe  roofs,  cries  of: 

"The  ^rant  is  dead  I  The  despot  is  dead  I  Tbe  priae> 
fighter  is  dead  I    Tbe  murderer  is  dead !" 

"The  news  is  out  I"  Agathemer  ejaculated,  and  he  breathed 
a  prayer  to  Uercary,  in  which  I  joined.  When  finally  h» 
bad  told  all  he  had  to  tell  I  marralled: 

"Can  it  be  possible  tliat  the  most  intimate  and  secret  ooa- 
versationfi  of  the  Prince  of  the  Bepublic,  of  the  most  sedu- 
lously guarded  man  on  earth,  are  thus  oTerheard  by  under- 
lings and  BO  promptly  communicated  even  to  outaidera  pre- 
sumably to  be  reckoned  among  bis  enemies?" 

"I  conjecture,"  Agathemer  rejoined,  "that  I  am  not  tibt 
only  outsider  in  receipt  of  information  of  this  kind." 

"If  yon  have  been,  all  ahjng,"  I  asked,  "in  receipt  of 
iucb  information,  why  have  you  always  talked  of  Furfur's 
jweeence  in  the  Palace  and  his  utilization  as  a  dummy  £m> 
peror  while  Conunodus  masqueraded  as  Palos,  as  a  con- 
jecture of  yours  which  you  b^ered,  but  of  whidi  yon  conH 
not  be  certain  ?  Why  have  you  not  frankly  spoken  of  it  as 
a  fact,  which  many  knew  of  end  of  which  some  in  a  positioo 
to  know,  repeatedly  informed  you?" 

"Because  no  one  ever  did  so  inform  me,"  Agathoner  an- 
swered, "they  merely  dropped  hints,  mostly  hints,  unnoticed 
by  themselTcs,  unintentionally  dropped  by  them,  and  uncer- 
tainly pieced  together  by  me.    While  Commodus  was  aliit 
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«ach  of  n^  infonnasts,  however  fond  of  tne,  howsnr  imdev 
obligationa  to  me,  however  antdcipatiTe  of  profit  from  me, 
however  eager  to  cnrr;  favor  with  me,  yet  had  rindly  before 
Itim  the  dread  of  death,  of  death  with  torture,  if  an;  diBloy< 
alty  of  his,  any  dereliction  in  deed,  word  or  thought,  came 
to  the  notice  of  Commodiu  or  Laetna  ot  Edectoa,  or  if  any 
one  of  them  came  to  harbor  any  su^icion  of  him.  All  were 
rague,  guarded,   indefinite,  cautioua. 

"Since  midnight  all  that  baa  changed.  None  fears  any 
retribution  for  blabbing;  all  feel  an  overmastering  urge  to* 
wards  confiding  in  some  one.  The  three  who,  each  on^kown 
to  the  others,  have  resorted  to  me,  told  me  nnreckonably 
more  than  I  previoosly  conjectured.  I  comprehend  the  entire 
ntnation,  now." 

"It  so,"  I  aaid,  "make  me  oomprdiend  it.  I  do  not 
How  could  Furfur  be  coerced  or  persuaded  to  auch  an  im- 
poatore?  How  could  he  be  domiciled  in  the  Palace  along 
with  Marcia  and  ConmiodaB  and  the  deception  maintained? 
How  coold  the  three  personally  endure  or  even  sustain  fte 
diffieolties  of  the  situation?" 

"It  an  hinged,"  Agathemer  explained,  "on  Qie  fact  tilitt 
Furfur  -n»  insanely  in  love  with  Marcia,  that  Marcia  hated 
and  loathed  him  and  that  Commodua  realized  how  each  lelt 
to  the  other.  He  wea  so  sure  of  Uarcia's  detestation  of 
Furfur  that  he  was  never  jealous  of  him,  so  sure  of  Fur- 
fur's  complete  aubservlency  to  Marcia  that  he  never  feared 
betrayal  by  bim.  Actually,  from  what  I  hear,  Furfur  com* 
plied  aa  be  did  partly  from  loyalty  to  Conunodns,  partly 
from  fear  of  him,  partly,  perhaps,  from  a  sort  of  relish  for 
his  risky  impersonation,  but  chiefly  because  he  waa  wax  in 
Marcia'a  bands ;  as,  indeed,  waa  every  man  who  came  within 
reach  ot  her  fascinations.    Does  that  explain  it?" 

"Enough,"  I  agreed.  Terhapa  as  far  aa  it  can  or  could 
be  explained.'' 

"The  main  thing,"  said  Agatliemer,  "is  that  Commodiu  ia 
dead." 

"I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  that,"  I  said,  "and  I  am 
■nd  I  tiiank  yon.    Bat,  somehow,  I  am  tuable  to  think  of 
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njttii.  Uppermost  in  m;  mind  is  the  thoogfat  of  tbe  deid 
aatocrtt,  of  his  unlimited  power,  of  hie  inabilil^  to  snrroimd 
himself  with  tniatworthy  dependents,  and  of  all  yoa  bxn 
had  hinted  to  yon  and,  even  to-night,  told  joo.  In  snch  a 
world,  who  can  consider  himself  safe?" 

Agathemer  looked  piqued. 

"I  reckoned,"  be  said,  "that  70a  wonid  feel,  if  not  saf^ 
at  least  leu  unsafe  upon  hearing  my  announcement." 

"I  do,"  said  I,  "for,  under  any  other  Prince,  I  should  ba 
leas  in  danger,  and,  when  we  learn  who  is  choeen  Emp^r, 
it  may  turn  oat  that  I  have  some  chance  of  rehabilitation." 

"Lsetna  and  Eclectns,"  said  Agathemer,  "have  decided  to 
make  Fertinax  Emperor.  When  my  informer  left  the  Pal- 
ace they  bad  already  set  off  to  find  Fertinax,  presumably 
at  his  home,  and  offer  him  the  Principate." 

"That,"  I  gloried,  "is  truly  good  news,  I  knew  him  as 
a  young  noble  knows  many  an  older  senator:  he  may  re- 
member me.  Se  should  have  nothing  against  me.  Yov 
raise  my  hopes  high  1" 

"By  all  means  be  hopeful  and  cheerful,'*  said  Agathaoer^ 
*%it  stick  to  your  present  disguise  and  continue  your  present 
way  of  life  until  we  are  sure.    Do  not  be  rash." 

We  consulted  further  and  he  said: 

"I'll  keep  away  from  you  except  when  it  seems  impera- 
tive to  talk  with  you.  I  shall  not  s^id  any  more  letters 
than  I  must.  Do  not  write  to  me.  If  you  must  see  me,  it 
will  be  safe  to  come  to  Orontides'  shop,  as  Falco  is  continu- 
ally sending  you  there  about  gems.  Yoa  can  nod  to  me 
without  any  uttered  word  and  111  then  come  here  as  soon  aa 
piay  be." 

He  left  just  as  dawn  brightened  into  full  day. 

Among  the  first  proclamations  of  our  new  Emperor  waa 
one  expressly  abolishing  the  coort  for  prosecuting  accusa- 
tions for  infringement  of  the  Imperial  Majesty  by  incau- 
tious WQrds  or  inadvertent  acta  and  at  the  same  time  decree- 
ing the  recall  of  every  living  exile  banished  for  such  trana- 
gressions;  also  specifically  rehabilitating  the  memoiy  of  all 
persona  who  had  been  under  Commodus,  put  to  death  on 
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the  pretert  of  this  sort  of  guilt.  Before  the  eai  of  the  day 
on  which  this  decree  vaa  promulgated  I  receired  a  letter 
from  Agathemer  in  which  he  wrote : 

"Beware  I  Keep  close.  Alreadjr  it  is  mmored  that  ex- 
oeptione  to  this  decree  have  been  made.  Marcia  is  stall  alive, 
ia  married  to  Edectus,  and  Eclectne  is  confirmed  aa  Palace 
ChamberlaiD.  With  Marcia  close  to  the  Emperor  70a  are 
not  safe,  no  matter  who  is  Emperor.     Keep  dose  1" 

I  followed  hie  advice,  which  was  eas;  for  me  to  do,  as  I 
was  very  comfortable  and  well  habituated  to  my  life.  More- 
over I  waa  buoyed  up  with  hope  of  early  rehabilitation  and 
of  then  marrying  Vedia,  who  sent  me  one  cautioosly  worded 
note,  congratulating  me  on  the  disappearance  of  my  most 
dangerons  foeman,  warning  me  that  I  still  had  formidable 
enemies  alive  and  in  high  places,  and  begging  me  to  be 
prudent.  She  reiterated  her  expressions  of  love,  devotion 
and  fidelity. 

From  Tanno  also  I  received  a  letter  warning  me  to  be  on 
guard  and  to  efface  myself  as  much  as  possible. 

Falco,  who  had  loathed  Commodua,  but  had  been  careful 
to  keep  a  still  tongue  on  ell  matters  except  horse-racing, 
■word-play,  social  ptessnres  and  gem-collecting,  was  mncb 
relieved  at  his  death,  and  heartily  delighted  with  his  aac- 
cessor.  He  took  pains  to  be  present  among  tiie  auditors  of 
Pertinax  whenever  nobles  were  admitted  along  with  the 
senators  to  listen  to  faia  addressee,  which  was  almost  always. 
He  took  to  heart  ttie  new  Emperor's  adjurations  as  to  econ- 
omy and  his  invectives  against  the  evils  of  specnlativfl  enter- 
prises of  all  kinds.'  Over  our  wine  after  dinner,  when  we 
two  dined  alone  together,  much  as  Agathemer  and  I  had 
when  I  was  my  former  self,  he  unbosomed  himself  to  me. 

"Pertinax  is  right,"  be  averred,  'Hhere  is  a  real  difference 
between  enterprises  which  enrich  only  the  participants  and 
those  which,  while  profiting  their  promoters,  also  add  to  the 
wealth  of  the  Republic.  I  applaud  his  distinction  betweoi 
the  two.  I  agree  with  him  that  wealthy  men  like  me  should 
invest  their  capital  in  nothing  which  does  not  benefit  man< 
kind  as  well  as  tbenudvea.    I  have  realisad  with  a  ahock 
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of  ahune  that  m;  greed  for  caih  to  epesd  oo  jeweli  has  led 
me  to  embtric  in  Tentores  which  merely  dirert  into  mf 
coffers  the  proceeds  of  other  men's  eflForts,  without  adding 
anything  to  the  snm-total  at  nsable  wealth.  I  mean  to 
withdraw  from  all  snch  monetary  acrobatics  and  utilize  mj 
snrpliu  in  extending  my  estates,  in  baying  others,  in  cattle- 
breeding,  Bheep-raiaing,  goat-herding,  and  in  the  coltiTation 
of  oliree,  vines,  and  other  snch  remunerative  growths,  mlaag 
with  wheat-farming.  Thus  I  will  add  to  the  resooroea  cj 
the  BepnUic,  while  increasing  my  own  cash  income^ 

"Onr  conacientioot  Prince  is  etjaaUy  correct  in  exhorting 
ns  to  eschew  all  friTolities.  I'll  bny  no  more  gems.  Nay, 
111  auction  my  collection,  as  soon  as  Borne  recovers  its  calm 
and  purchasers  are  aa  eager  as  last  year.  HI  invest  tfao 
proceeds  in  productive  enterprise.  Thus,  as  Fertinax  say% 
I  shall  be  a  more  nsefol  citisen  and  an  even  happier  man." 

Actnally  he  at  once  initiated  his  arrangemoits  for  closing 
out  the  speculative  ventures  which  he  controlled  and  for 
withdrawing  from  those  in  which  he  participated.  And  he 
bought  no  more  gems,  though  he  talked  gems  as  much  as 
previously,  or  even  more,  and  took  great  pride  in  showing 
visitors  over  his  collection  or  in  conning  his  treosuree  in 
company  with  me  or  even  entirely  alone  by  himself. 

His  enthusiasm  for  Fertinax  grew  warmer  day  by  day 
and  he  talked  of  him,  praising  him,  landed  him,  pro{dieHied 
for  him  great  things  and  from  him  great  Imiefita  to  tha 
Bepnhlic  and  the  Empire. 

The  alleged  conspiracy  against  Fertinax  of  Ccmsul  Sosina 
Falco  and  bis  disgrace  and  rel^ation  to  his  estates  wss  a 
great  shodc  to  my  master.  That  his  cousin  shonld  plot 
against  ike  Prince  of  our  BepabUc,  or  lay  himself  open  to 
acauation  of  such  plotting,  appeared  to  him  hideous  and 
shameful.  He  felt  disgraced  himself,  as  bearing  the  earns 
family  name.    Be  Roomed  and  monmed  over  the  matter. 

The  murder  of  Fertinax,  by  his  own  guards,  on  the  fifth 
day  before  the  Kalends  ot  April,  when  he  had  been  lea 
than  three  moatfas  Emperor,  was  even  a  more  violent  shod 
to  lUco,  who  was  crushed  with  horror  at  sudi  a  crimen    Ht 
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iTu  even  more  horrified  at  the  siroguice  ot  tiw  gaUtj  Pi** 
tMians  and  at  their  BhanMles§  eSnmtery  in  offering  the 
Imperial  Purple  to  the  highest  bidder  and  in,  practicaUy, 
■elUDg  the  Principiate  to  so  bestial  a  Midas  as  Didina 
Jnlianiu,  who,  of  all  the  senatoTS,  seemed  most  to  z  ~  ' 
■file  Imperial  Dignity  and  vho  had  nothing  to  i 
liim  eicept  hia  opulence. 

Dnring  the  days  of  rioting  which  followed  the  murder  t/t 
Pertinax  we,  naturally,  kept  indoors.  When  the  disordin 
abated  and  the  streets  of  Bome  resumed  their  normal  ao 
tirities,  Falco  continued  to  remain  at  home.  I  expostulated 
with  him,  but  he  appeared,  suddenly,  a  changed  man,  as  if 
daied  and  stunned  by  recent  events.  He,  who  had  be«i  con- 
tinually on  the  go,  liring  in  a  round  of  social  pleasures,  be- 
eame  aTerse  to  much  of  what  he  had  before  rerelled  in.  My 
most  ingenious  pleadings  were  required  to  induce  him  to 
go  to  the  Public  Battis,  which  fashionable  clubhouses  be 
had  frequented  every  afternoon  from  hia  first  arrival  at 
Bome.  Until  the  death  of  Pertinaz  he  had  only  very  ooca- 
ikmally  dined  alone  with  me :  nearly  every  day  he  went  ont 
to  a  formal  dinner  or  entertained  a  large  batch  of  guests 
at  a  lavish  banquet  After  Pertinax's  murder  he  began  to 
refuse  invitations  to  dine  and  he  gave  fewer  dinners.  Ha 
aipeat  a  great  deal  of  bis  time  with  his  lawyers  and  acconn- 
tants  and  went  over  the  afEairs  of  his  African  estates,  mi- 
nutely, one  by  one  and  all  of  them.  He  made  a  new  wUl 
and  told  me  of  11 

'Thorbas,"  he  said,  "I  am  troubled  with  forebodings.  I 
hftve  never  thought  of  death  until  recently,  except  as  of 
something  &t  off  and  to  be  considered  much  later:  dnca 
tite  nmrder  of  our  good  Emperor  I  think  of  it  conttnoally. 
If  I  live  long  fisougfa  to  see  normal  conditions  restored  I 
riiall  follow  the  suggestions  f^ven  to  me  by  the  addressm 
of  Fertinax  and  shsll  auction  my  gems.  Itesnwhile  I  dread 
-Hut  I  may  not  live  to  do  so.  Therefore  I  have  made  a  will 
IcAving  n^  entire  collection  to  you.  I  hereby  enjoin  you, 
should  you  come  into  possession  of  them,  to  sdl  the  gems  at 
•action,  as  soon  as  yon  see  fit,  and  to  inveet  the  proceed! 
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ia  mterpmet  which  ebaJl  add  to  tlie  wealth  of  the  B^niblie. 
This  bequest  is  a  tnut.  Besides  I  have,  as  in  fonner  wills, 
bequeathed  to  you  your  freedom,  and  a  legacy  sufficient  to 
make  you  comfortable  for  life.  Moreover  I  have  made  jon 
the  heir  of  oae-fouiHi  of  my  estate,  what  remains  of  it  after 
the  gem  collections  is  yours  and  all  specific  lq;acies  an 
paid.  I  do  not  Ian  my  nephews  and  cousins  and  hare  be- 
queathed to  them  more  than  they  deserve ;  as  to  the  toadies 
who  have  hong  about  me  and  fawned  on  me  in  the  hope  oi 
legacies,  I  despise  them  all.  Toa  are  my  beet  frioid  and 
diief  heir." 

I  thanked  him  effoaivdy  and  was  so  much  affected  that 
I  myself  began  to  hare  uncomfortable,  vague  forebodings. 
Agatbemer  haiqraied  to  visit  me  and  I  confided  to  him  the 
otmtenta  of  my  old  leather  amulet-bag.  Of  coarse  I  bad  not 
worn  it  since  I  began  life  with  Eb1co>  as  a  greasy  old  amnlet- 
bag  of  the  meanest  material  and  pattern  waa  wholly  out  of 
keeping  with  the  character  I  had  assumed.  I  wore  JFTPtf^ 
a  flat  locket  of  pure  gold,  containing  a  tj^liiwun  from  the 
PoDtic  fastnesses.  I  had  kept  my  share  of  our  mountain 
trove  of  stolen  jewels,  not  needii^  to  part  with  any  after 
Falco  bought  me  and  unconcerned  for  the  gems,  as  I  nov 
needed  no  such  store  of  savings.  Now,  suddenly,  I  fdt  un- 
easy about  myself,  my  future  and  my  possessions.  Theae 
Jewels  I  therefore  placed  in  Agathemer's  keeping,  sure  thai 
they  would  be  safer  with  him  than  with  me  and  certain  that 
he  could  realiie  on  them  quickly  and  transmit  to  ma 
promptly  whatever  sums  I  might  need. 

I  did  all  I  could  to  rouse  Falco  from  bis  lethargy  and 
succeeded  to  some  ettenl  But,  all  throu^  April  and  Uay, 
be  went  out  little,  accepted  few  invitations  and  gave  few 
dinnera.  Much  of  his  time  he  spent  among  his  jewels,  oaa- 
ning  them,  handling  them,  taking  curios  from  their  esses 
and,  as  it  were,  caresmng  them.  The  rooms  which  held 
them  were  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  peristyle  on  the  uppa 
floor,  across  the  court  from  my  apartment  and  not  precisely 
opposite  it  Tho-e  were  three  rooms ;  the  larger  with  a  dow 
on  the  gallery,  and  a  smaller  on  either  side  of  it,  opening 
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ima  it  and  lit  hy  windows  towuda  th«  galler;.  Each  room 
had  a  marble  table  in  tbe  middle,  rdsU  and  Tonnd  in  both 
aide  cabinet^,  rectangnlar  and  large  in  the  main  room.  Each 
of  the  three  rooms  was  walled  with  casea  and  shelvea;  on 
Ihe  ahelTes  were  displayed  his  larger  cnrioB,  Tases,  cameos, 
intaglios,  pUqnes,  mnrrhine  bowls  and  snch  like ;  in  the  caaea 
vwe  necklaces,  bracelets,  rings,  seals  and  trays  ot  unset  genu 
o{  all  sorts  and  sizes.  Here  Falco  spent  hours  each  da;, 
^oatmg  OTer  his  treasures. 

Thorbas,"  he  said,  "I  am  reaolnte  nerer  to  buy  another 
gem,  equally  resolute  to  auction  all  I  have  whenever  condi- 
tions make  a  profitable  sale  fffobable.  Yet,  although  I  feel 
that  I  ahall  never  live  to  see  them  auctioned,  the  very  thought 
of  parting  with  them  cuts  me  to  the  quick.  I  am  almost  in 
tears  to  think  of  it  I  love  every  piece  I  own.  I  hate  to 
think  I  must  either  live  to  see  them  sold  or  die  and  leave 
them.  I  cannot  be  with  them  enough  of  my  time.  I  cotild 
spend  all  my  waking  hours  enjoying  their  loveliness  and 
my  luck  in  owning  thcsn.'* 

I  thou^t  this  condition  of  mind  positive^  unhealtby  and 
eonsulted  Galen. 

'^ou  are  right,"  he  said,  "and  yon  are  wrong  too.  Yoor 
master  is  badly  shaken  by  the  horrors  of  this  appalling  year, 
but  he  is  not  deranged  nor,  at  this  pres^it  time,  in  any 
more  danger  of  derangement  than  most  of  the  senators  and 
noblea  with  wbam  he  associates.  Yet  you  are  correct  in  be- 
ing uneasy.  DonH  antagonize  him,  but  do  all  you  can,  tact* 
folly  and  nnobtmsively,  to  keep  bim  away  from  thoM  jewels 
and  to  get  him  out  to  tiie  Batlu  of  Titus  or  to  dinners.  Do 
your  utmost  to  induce  him  to  entertain.  A  jolly  dinner 
with  a  bevy  of  jovial  gneota  will  be  the  very  medicine  for 
him." 

Had  I  been  a  QnA  I  conld  not  have  been  more  wily  ot 
more  snccessfuL  He  spent  less  tame  with  his  gems,  went 
out  to  the  Baths  oftener,  acG^>ted  some  dinner  invitations 
and  gave  a  few  dinners.  He  evoi  took  some  interest  in  pre- 
paring for  these  and  in  giving  orders  about  them.  He  had 
Ave  complete  sets  of  silverware  for  his  tricUnivnt  and  had  a 
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liaej  fw  Vi^ag  ttiia  or  that  nt,  ucOTding  to  tii*  diinetan 
d  iuM  pT08pectiT«  goesti. 

ZkIj  is  M«;  be  had  iovited  k  carefolly  sdected  company 
fli  concorduit  ^eiia,  tliree  aeoaton  and  the  mt  noblea 
lika  himself,  and  ma  anticipatmg  a  delightfal  areiiiDg.  B« 
had  bidden  me  to  aee  to  the  selection  of  the  flowers  for  dae> 
orating  the  trieUmam,  tor  the  garlanda,  and  for  Bprinhliii( 
on  the  floor;  to  chooae  the  vines  I  thought  would  be  aiort 
appropriate  and  to  hare  brot^^t  ont  and  uaed  hia  most 
prized  set  of  lilver,  the  work  of  Corinooe  of  Bhodei,  em- 
boased  with  eoeaea  from  Ovid'a  MetamoiiduMeB  and  acclaimed 
one  of  the  floeet  aerrioea  in  Itome.  Boudee  the  two  tall 
nixing-bowli  for  tempering  th»  wine  before  aerving  it,  the 
•et  hi^  four  smaller  onet,  aboat  the  size  of  wdl-bnckete, 
and  much  lilce  then,  for  each  waa  provided  with  two  hinged 
handlee,  jost  like  a  water-paiL  I  saw  to  the  pt^shing  (d 
•reiy  piece  in  this  magnificent  serrice,  to  their  proper  dia- 
poeal,  to  the  decoration  of  the  triclinium  with  flowers,  verified 
the  winee  I  had  chosen,  inspected  ever;  detail  of  the  prepeni- 
tions  for  the  least,  and,  jxiet  before  the  first  guest  mi^t  be 
expected  to  arrive,  went  out  and  back  into  the  kitchen  to 
make  sore  that  ever;  dish  of  each  course  was  being  [Koperlj 
prepared  and  that  nothing  would  be  lacking, 

Wh^  I  returned  to  the  tridimtum  I  found  it  swept  deaa 
of  silver,  except  the  two  big  wine  mixers.  The  four  two- 
bandied  pails  were  gone  and  with  them  the  salt-cellats,  the 
wine  strainers,  every  soup-spoon,  every  oyster^poon,  in  fact 
ereiy  small  piece,  to  the  last  The  Ihievea  must  have  been 
deft,  agile  and  keen,  for  nothing  was  overset  or  disturbed 
and  I  had  heard  no  noise. 

I  nuhed  to  the  house-door,  found  it  ajar  and,  each  fllee|H 
ing  in  hie  cell,  on  the  one  side  the  snoring  janitor,  on  the 
other  our  fat,  pursy,  overfed  watchdog. 

Z  omit  my  hasty  measures  for  pursuing  the  thieves  and 
attempting  their  capture  or  at  least  the  recovery  of  their 
boo^ ;  and  my  urgent  and  important  efforts  to  arrange  that 
our  guests  should  be  properly  received  and  the  dinner  should 
not  be  spoiled.    Towarda  this  last  I  did  what  coold  be  done 


ANXXET7  am 

and  vifh  fair  mccen,  Filco  pUying  vp  to  mj  raggettioiu 
ud  disBUnnlatiiig  liis  dugrin. 

More  important  to  record  was  faia  amasiiig  indiflerene* 
to  hie  loss.  Not  that  be  did  not  feel  it  acutely,  but  that  h» 
seemed  to  feel  no  proper  indignation  against  thoae  at  fault. 

He  qaestiooed  the  janitor  and  all  the  alavea  concame^ 
but  inatead  of  ordering  scourged  the  two  serritorH  whom  I 
had  left  in  the  tridinium  when  I  went  ont  of  it  to  visit  tba 
Idtchen  and  who  should  have  remained  there  imtil  my  re- 
turn, he  merely  reprimanded  them  mildly.  He  did  not  so 
much  as  have  the  undutiful  janitor  flogged,  let  alone  sent 
mirsy  for  sale.  He  even  lan^^ed  at  the  luck,  alertnees,  dex* 
teri^  and  swiftncBa  of  the  tbieTea;  picturing  their  glanca 
into  the  imshut  door,  their  g^eea  ap  and  down  the  street, 
their  eyeings  of  the  watchdog  and  janitor,  their  noiGelesa 
dash  into  the  atrium,  their  iuTaaioa  of  the  triclinium,  their 
gathering  of  the  amaller  pieces  into  the  four  handled  wins* 
mixers,  and  their  escape,  each  with  two  silvsr  pails  stsSed 
with  goblets,  saltcellars,  and  bowls  and,  brimming  with 
strainers,  spoons  and  other  soiall  pieces. 

He  conuuiEmted  on  their  ludc  in  not  encountering  anj 
of  bia  approaching  guests, 

"Mercury,"  he  said,  "to  whom  yon  chiefly  pray,  must  bavt 
beeo  good  to  them,  as  his  TotarieB." 

I  was  horrified  at  the  levi^  of  his  attitude  of  mind. 
Whan  we  were  alone  I  remonstrated  with  him,  saying  that 
mich  lenient?  was  certain  to  dembralize  his  household; 
would  ruin  any  set  of  aUres.  I  told  faim  that  bis  retention 
of  the  janitor  after  Agathemer's  imnoticed  entrance  on  the 
flrst  day  of  the  year  ma  bad  enough,  far  wone  was  it  to 
condone  a  second  lapse,  and  that  baring  had  consequences 
BO  serious.  I  expostulated  that  it  was  madness  to  entrust 
bis  housedoor  to  a  watchman  already  twice  caught  asleep  at 
Us  post  I  reminded  him  of  the  cash  value  of  his  gem- 
oollsctioD  and  of  its  value  in  bia  eyes,  not  to  be  redconed  in 
cash.    He  listened  indulgently  and  said : 

"I  thank  you,  Phorbas.  All  yon  say  is  true.  And,  any 
tim«  last  year,  I  dunild  have  sold  timt  Janitor  vifliont  a 
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ifaougfat,  after  fonr  information  against  him  last  January. 
But,  somehow,  eiace  the  murder  of  Commodm,  yet  more 
since  the  maider  of  Pertinax,  I  seem  less  prone  to  seTerity 
•nd  more  inclined  to  mercy.  The  «ait»-bo;s  deserve  flog- 
ging, but  I  cannot  haidm  my  heart  and  order  it  The  jan- 
itor merita  being  sold  vithont  a  character,  after  a  seiere 
sconrging;  yet  I  feel  for  him.  too.  FU  give  him  another 
chance." 

I  conid  not  more  him. 

I  again  conenlted  Galen: 

'^on  are  ri^t !"  he  exclaimed.  "A  Soman  nobleman  who 
faesitates  to  have  hie  slaves  flogged  or  sold  and  merely  repii- 
tngnds  them,  is  certainly  derangod.  Any  natural  Boman 
vonld  insist  on  soourgings  and  even  Beverei  ponishmenta. 
Bat  his  eccentricity  is  not  dangerous  to  him  or  anybody  OM 
yet.  Humor  him,  do  not  oppose  his  worship  of  his  treas- 
niee,  but  entice  him  away  from  them  all  you  can  by  devices 
he  does  not  suspect 

"And  let  me  add,  keep  away  from  me,  for  yonr  own  8ak& 
£eep  away  from  Vedia  and  Tanno  and  Agathemer.  Do 
not  write  letters.  True,  Julianns  has  put  Uarcia  to  death 
and  you  are  rid  of  a  pertinacious  and  ^ert  enemy.  Bnt  he 
has  recalled  into  favor  most  of  the  professional  informers 
who  flourished  under  Conunodus  and  they  are  on  the  watch 
for  victims  to  win  them  praise  and  rewards.  Several  of 
the  exiles  recalled  by  Fertinax  have  been  rearrested  and  re- 
banished or  even  executed  since  Jolianus  came  into  power. 
Keep  close  and  beware !" 

CHAPTER  XXXVn 

AOCDHATION 

THE  murder  or  aasaseination  or  execution  of  Julianai 
on  the  Kalends  of  June  shocked  Faico  even  more  than 
the  deaths  of  Conunodus  and  Pertinax.  As  the  June  days 
passed  I  had  to  exercise  my  greatest  adroitness  to  keep  him 
from  spending  all  his  waking  hours  indoors,  chi^y  in  moping 
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about  his  collection  of  genu.  I  did  pretty  veil  vith  him, 
for  I  irheedled  him  into  going  to  the  Baths  of  Titus  throe 
afternoons  out  of  four,  into  going  out  to  dine  one  evening 
in  three,  and  I  even  induced  him  to  give  aereral  formal  din- 
ners, each  of  which  was  a  great  success. 

Bat,  if  I  left  him  to  himself,  I  inTariably  fonnd  him 
glooming  over  the  gems  which  no  longer  gave  him  tmj  real 
pleasora.  And  I  conld  not  blame  hun.  Indoors  one  felt 
reasonably  safe  in  Borne  that  June,  for  no  residences  had 
been  broken  into  anywhere  in  the  city,  thongh  many  shops 
had  been  looted  and  some  bomt  But,  in  the  streets,  the 
insolence  of  the  Pnetorians  was  unendurable  and  their  un- 
bridled license  and  arrogance  terrorized  the  entire  popu- 
lation, especially  the  upper  classes.  Going  anywhere  in 
broad  daylight  was  dangerons,  even  going  to  the  Baths  of 
Titus  from  the  Esquiline  was  risky.  Anyone  like  Falc« 
was  certain  to  feel  safer  indoors.  And  the  tense  uncertainty 
of  those  twenty-fonr  days  made  everybody  restless,  feverish, 
fidgety  and  morose;  civil  war  between  Severus  and  Pescen- 
nios  Xiger,  lord  of  the  East,  was  inevitable.  How  Clodina 
Albinos,  in  control  of  Gaol,  Spain  and  Britain,  wonid  act, 
was  problematicaL  We  w«re  all  keyed-ap,  apprehensive  and 
wretched. 

Our  suspense  was  shorter  since  it  turned  out  that  Sevema 
had  made  np  his  mind  and  begun  to  make  his  rapid  and 
effective  arrangements  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  murder 
of  Pertinax.  Feiidnax  was  murdered  on  the  fifth  day  be- 
fore the  Kalends  of  April  and  so  swiftly  travelled  the  im- 
perial couriers  who  were  his  friends  and  who  arranged  to 
set  out  at  once  and  carry  Sevems  the  news,  that  the  first 
of  them  rode  more  than  eight  hundred  miles  in  eight  days 
and  reached  him  at  Caruntum  in  Pannonia  on  the  Nonea 
of  April.  Severus  was  cautious,  kept  secret  what  he  had 
heard  and  moved  seventy-two  miles  nearer  Borne  to  Sabaria 
IB  Pannonia,  where,  after  the  news  was  confirmed  beyond 
question,  he  harangued  the  soldiers  and  was  by  them  saluted 
Emperor  on  the  Ides  of  ApriL  At  mce  he  sasnred  **''""l* 
of  tiie  BUf^rt  or  acquiescence  of  his  oEBceia  and  won  over 
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the  local  ftutboTitiM  aad  garriBons  all  orer  myricnm,  Ifori- 
com  and  ShRtii.  Banda  of  his  most  trusted  soldiers  Bet 
off  tonrdfl  Borne  hy  trerj  road.  He  gsUiered  his  tarcea, 
made  rare  of  their  loTalty  and  began  his  march.  He  waa 
already  at  Aqnileia  when  the  news  of  the  death  of  Juliaaoa 
reached  him  there  on  the  Naaea  of  June.  He  marched 
atraight  to  Rome  and  on  the  tenth  day  before  the  Ealenda  of 
July,  the  day  of  the  aiimmer  solstice,  was  outside  the  citf, 
accompanied  by  the  ddegation  of  tenatora  who  bad  met  him 
■t  Interamnia  and  aarroonded  by  t^e  six  bandied  picked  men 
vho  acted  as  his  pereonal  guards,  who,  it  was  rumored,  had 
not  taken  off  their  corsdets  day  xior  night  since  they  left 
Sabaria. 

The  hezt  day,  the  ninth  day  before  the  Kalends  of  Jnfy, 
we  heard  with  amazement  that  the  Pnetoriana  had  been 
cowed,  had  anrrendered  their  standards  to  Severua  and  hod 
been  disarmed.  Certainly  knots  of  them  hnng  about  Ota 
streets  and  squares,  all  in  ordinary  tonics  and  rain  hata, 
diom  of  tbeir  oniforms  as  well  as  of  their  weapons,  and 
looking  not  only  humbled  but  firi^tened.  It  was  rumored 
that  all  of  those  directly  concerned  with  the  murder  of 
Fertinaz  had  been  not  ot^y  disarmed  and  stripped  of  their 
omforms,  hut  actually  stripped  naked  and  scourged  out  of 
the  camp  by  the  Illyrian  legionaries  who  bad  sonovnded 
and  cowed  them,  and  ordered  to  flee  the  neighborhood  <d 
Borne  and  nerer  again  to  approach  within  a  hundred  milea 
of  the  Capitol. 

From  noon  of  that  day  the  whole  city  was  in  a  ferment, 
preparing  for  the  entry  on  the  morrow  of  our  new  Emperor. 
This  was  acclaimed  the  most  magnificent  spectacle  ever  be- 
held in  Borne;  certainly  I  was  never  spectator  of  anything 
so  impressive.  The  day  was  fair,  almost  doadlesa,  mild 
and  warm,  but  pleasant  with  a  gentle  breeze.  From  where 
Falco  and  I  viewed  the  proceuion,  nearer  the  Forum,  we 
gazed  about  on  a  wondrous  picture :  the  blue  sl^  above,  under 
it  a  frame  of  roofs,  mostiy  of  red  tUes,  some  of  green  weath- 
aied  bronze  among  them  giving  variety,  and  hoe  and  tttrs 
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*  tempb  roof  of  nlTer  gUaming  in  tlw  waa,  not  a  feir  gilded 

Ukd  flBlhJTlg. 

Ab  f ar  u  ire  could  k«  abont  na  overy  balcony  waa  hnng 
vith  tapflstriea  gay  villi  particolored  patterna,  every  door> 
way  and  vindoir  ma  vreathed  in  flowers,  countless  brazien 
amt  up  oDlnmna  of  scented  smoke.  The  streets  were  lined 
vith  thiongs  habited  in  togas  newly  whitened ;  spectators  (A 
both  sexes,  the  men  in  white  togu,  their  women  in  th« 
brightest  silks,  crowded  eiery  window,  loggia,  balcony,  roof, 
and  otha  viewpoint.  The  chattering  of  the  crowds  ceased 
niien  the  head  of  the  procession  appeared,  and,  In  a  breath- 
leas  hnsh,  we  saw  leading  it  on  horseback,  with  two  monnted 
aides,  FlaviuB  JuTenalis,  who  had  been  third  and  last  Prefect 
of  the  Pnetorinm  to  Jolianiu  and  who,  as  an  honorabla 
gentleman  and  loyal  official,  had  been  confirmed  and  con- 
tinned  in  this  post  by  SeTenu.  Behind  him  tramped,  in 
serried  ranks,  an  entire  legion  of  the  Fannonian  troops,  in 
full  armor  with  their  great  shields  gleaming  and  the  son 
■parkUng  on  their  gilded  helmets  and  their  spear-points. 

Behind  them  came  ten  of  the  elephants  with  which 
Jnlianos,  in  his  fntile,  bungling  attempts  at  preparationa 
for  resistance,  had  had  some  of  hia  xaea  drill.  Each  nov 
carried  in  hia  tower  eight  Danubians,  four  tall  Dacian  spear- 
men and  foor  Scythian  archers,  bov  in  hand,  leaning  over 
the  edge  of  the  howdah. 

Behind  the  elephants  came  Xorican  legonaries  carrying  the 
corrradered  standards  of  the  disbanded  Frsetorian  Gnard; 
not  held  aloft,  but  trailed,  half  inverted. 

Then,  amid  roars  of  cheers,  came  Severos  himself,  habited 
not  in  his  general's  regalia,  but  in  the  gorgeous  Imperial 
robee,  as  if  already  in  the  Palace  and  about  to  give  a  public 
leree.  Thougli  thus  dad  as  in  time  of  peace  and  walking  all 
the  way  on  foot,  he  was  hedged  about  by  hie  faithful  six 
hundred,  every  man  stepping  alertly,  helmet-plumes  waving, 
helmets  glittering,  shields  gleaming,  speax-points  ssparkle, 
kilt-straps  flapping,  scabbards  clankiog,  a  grim  advertisement 
of  irresistible  power. 
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After  tlm  guard  walked  otir  entire  Seawte,  and,  u  Uis 
Emperor  and  Senate  acknowledged  the  acclamationB  of  tlie 
onlookers,  passing  amid  thunders  of  cheering,  behind  wo  aaw 
ft  Itmg  serpent  ribbon  of  lUyrian  legionaries,  every  man  fnllj 
armed  and  armored  as  for  instant  battle,  their  even  tramp 
founding  grim  and  monotonons  when  ihe  cheerers  paused 
for  breath,  their  resistleBB  might  manifest.  Indabitsbfy 
Borne  belonged  to  Sevenu,  he  was  our  master. 

Falco,  hopeful,  yet  awed,  said  little.  Once  inside  his 
honsewallB  he  fled  to  hia  beloved  gems  and  solaced  himself 
with  them  till  it  was  time  for  his  bath,  which  he  took  in 
lus  private  bathrooms.  He  and  I  dined  alone  and  talked 
chiefly  of  our  hopes  of  the  new  Emperor.  Fako  particularly 
remarked  bis  appearance  of  hard  commonsense,  ruthless  de- 
cision and  flinty  resolve. 

Next  day,  soon  after  dawn,  we  heard  many  rumors  of 
disorders  by  the  Illyriaa  troops,  of  their  having  used  templea 
for  barracks  that  night,  of  cook-shops  forced  to  feed  them 
without  payment,  of  shops  plundered  and  pedeetriane  robbed. 
Katurally  the  entire  household  kept  indoors,  except  Bocb 
•laves  as  went  out  for  fresh  vegetables,  fruits  and  fish.  I 
solaced  myself  by  reading  the  Tragedies  of  Ennios.  I  read 
parts  of  his  Hector,  Achilles,  Neoptolemus,  Ajax  and 
Andromache,  with  much  emotion,  and  especially  the  Beller- 
ophon,  forgetting  everything  else.  Then  I  slept  until  late 
in  ihe  afternoon. 

Waking  I  bathed  unhurriedly  and  then  went  to  call  Falco, 
who  liked  to  bathe  at  the  last  possible  moment  before  dinner. 
I  walked  round  the  rear  gallery  of  the  peristyle,  sure  of 
finding  him  among  hie  jewels.  The  door  of  the  middle 
room  was  not  shut,  and  barely  ajar.  Against  the  sill  of  the 
door,  on  the  brown  and  white  mosaic  pavenent  of  the  gal- 
lery, a  glint  of  color  caught  my  eye.  I  stooped  and  picked 
up  a  fine  uncut  emerald,  one  of  Falco's  chief  treasures. 

A  qualm  of  apprehension  shot  through  me.  I  pushed  the 
door,  ent««d  and  swept  the  room  with  a  glance.  A  con- 
fosioii  of  jewel-trays  clattered  the  floor,  no  sign  of  Falco- 
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Nor  wu  be  in  the  Isft-haod  room,  vhich  had  been  BiinilailT': 
rifled. 

Bot,  Thea  I  ttuned  and  peered  tiiroiigii  the  right-hand  in- 
ner door  I  aav,  aoroes  the  marble  center-table,  horridly 
sprawled,  what  I  instftntly  knew  for  his  corpse,  so  unmis- 
takably did  the  head  hang  loose,  the  arms  dangle,  the  l^i' 
trail :  he  was  manifestly  s  corpse,  even  without  sight  of  th« 
dagger-hilt  projecting  from  his  back. 

I  rushed  to  him  and  touched  him. 

He  was  yet  warm,  the  blood  still  trickled  from  aboot  the 
dagger,  driven  deep  under  the  left  ehonlder  blade,  slanting 
upwards,  the  very  stroke  AgRthemer  lud  drilled  me  in  early 
in  oor  flight,  the  stroke  with  which  I  had  slaughtered  two  ot 
the  five  bullies  at  Nona's  hat  I 

I  plucked  out  the  dagger,  gazing  at  it  in  horror. 

As  I  did  so  I  beard  footsteps  behind  me  and  turned  to 
&ce  Casperioa  Asdlio,  and  Vespronins  Lustralis,  two  of  the 
most  persistent  of  the  toadies  who  hong  about  Falco,  both 
of  whom  hated  me  consumedly. 

In  B  flash  I  realized  my  situation.  Had  I  been  a  freeman 
I  should  have  been  commiserated  b^  all  as  a  gentleman  who 
had  had  the  misfortune  to  find  his  beet  friend  foully  mur- 
dered ;  as  a  slave  I  wonld  be  assumed  by  all  B<ane  to  have 
been  caught  in  the  act  of  assassinating  my  kind  and  indnJ- 
gent  master;  and,  recalling  Tanno's  inrectiTei  against  me  at 
my  last  dinner  at  Villa  Andivia,  I  knew  I  was  liable  to  be 
tortured  until  I  confessed  my  guilt  I 

Asellio  and  liustralis  flung  themselvea  on  me  with  ezecra- 
tions  and  their  yells  brought  the  entire  household.  My  prot- 
eetations  were  unheeded.  No  (me  would  listen  to  my  volef  a 
assertion  that  he  had  foimd  the  janitor  asleep  in  his  cell 
and  roused  him  just  before  Lsstralis  and  Asellio  reached 
the  entrance,  that  he  had  bat  just  finished  dressing  me  when 
he  went  down  to  the  vestibule.  No  one  heeded  my  denials 
or  my  ui^ga  that  I  could  not  have  rifled  the  adlection, 
that  the  looters  and  the  murderers  must  be  the  same  indi- 
viduals, that  I  was  dearly  innocoit    Aaellio  and  Lnstralia 
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not  menij  Mdzcd  nw,  )mt  rtlned  blem  on  nu^    I  Idhv  I 

could  knock  both  eemeleaa  withoat  half  trying',  but,  in  TOj 
oluitctcr  of  cffemiiute  oriental  exquisite,  I  muBt  not  adTcr* 
tiw  my  real  Btreogth.     I  atrugglod,  but  half-heartedly. 

The  hotue-boys  and  any  of  Falco'a  retinue  vho  oonld  resdi 
Bs,  thumped  me  and  manled  me.  I  vaa  horrified  to  realu* 
kU  of  a  sudden  that  those  who  had  made  most  of  me  had 
alvays  envied  me  in  seciet;  that,  to  a  man,  they  hated  me; 
that  each  and  all  would  oaa  evety  effort  to  ensure  my  ruin; 
tluit  I  had  to  face  parjury,  unanimous  peijuiy,  gushing 
from  an  abundant  well-head  of  maligui^,  ^pita,  and  enmity. 
My  Talet  akms  ae^ned  on  my  side,  and  ho  could  asaist  nw 
not  at  alL 

I  was  bound  with  ropes  knotted  till  my  hands  and  fieet 
■welled,  till  the  cords  cut  into  my  flesh.  I  was  abused,  my 
dlothing  tom  till  I  was  half  niOted.  X  wta  whacked  and 
dawed  till  I  was  bleeding  in  a  dozen  places;  I  was  reriled. 
jewed  at  and  thz«atened.  Trussed  like  a  fowl  to  be  roasted, 
I  was  half  hustled  half  droggtd,  almost  carried,  down  into 
the  courtyard.  From  tboe,  after  no  long  woi^  I  was  haled 
off  to  the  aUTes*  |»iBon  in  the  Slave-Dealers'  Exchange  next 
the  BlaTs-Maiket  There  I  was  released  from  my  bonda^ 
heavy  shackles  wer«  rivstod  on  107  ankles  and  I  was  cast  into 
the  low«-  dungeon. 

I  had  had  time  to  tell  Drama,  my  faithful  valet,  to  infona 
Agatfaomer.  I  knew  he^  In  turn,  would  inform  Tanno  and 
Yedis.  I  was  obtain  that  they  weald  do  oU  that  they  ooold. 
Bnt  I  dreaded  that  they  oould  do  nothing.  I  was  de^ondoi^ 
deqiairing.  Actually,  Dromo  must  have  been  derer,  imnnpt 
and  jttdicioua,  and  Agothemer  equally  qujdt  and  resourccfal, 
with  the  fullest  possible  hdp  from  Tanno  and  Tedia,  and 
ihsy  must  have  taxed  to  tiie  utmost  tlkeir  influence  and 
their  tubh-titi 

After  a  ni^t  almost  sleepless  I  was  visited  at  dawn  by 
no  lees  a  poson  than  Galen  himsdf  . 

"My  boy,"  he  said,  "yon  are  in  a  terrible  situation  and 
we  were  in  a  quandary  how  to  advise  you.  But,  after  modi 
discussion*  we  ore  agreed  that  you  have  some  chance  of  liii 
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U  Pliorbu  the  alaTe,  aceoBed  of  mnrdflring  hii 
whereas  7011  hare  no  dunes  it  all  m  Andiriaa  Hednlio^ 
proscribed  along  with  Sgnatins  Capito.  Our  new  Emperw 
seems  to  feel  t^t  all  enemies  of  former  Princes  are  foes  of 
his;  he  se^ns  to  have  ordered  his  agoits  to  be  on  the  lotAont 
for  all  living  persons  accused,  relegated,  or  banished  under 
Jnlianns,  Pertinaz  and  Commodm.  Those  takm  in  Soma 
ha'v«  beai  promptly  executed.  By  bH  means,  whatever  hap- 
pens to  yon,  whatever  threatens  yon,  give  no  hint  that  joa 
are  Andivins  Hednlio.  Endure  what  befalls  and  hope  for  Ufa 
and  safety  and  ultimate  rehabilitation. 

"Of  coarse  I  can  see  yoa  as  often  as  I  please  without 
exciting  any  suspicion.    Yoa  were,  while  yonrseU  and  proa- 

rrons,  only  one  of  my  coontleas  patients,  never  among  those 
made  mncfa  of.  Yoa,  as  liiorbas,  hare  been  under  my 
special  care,  as  the  darling  of  poor  Falco,  who  was  one  ot 
my  best  friends,  thon^  I  had  known  him  so  short  a  time^ 
V.y  visits  here  cannot  prejudice  your  welfare  and  may  help 
yoa,  even  save  yon. 

"Cheer  apt  Agathemer  says  Uiat  the  real  murderers  are 
certain  to  betray  themselves  by  attempting  to  dispose  of  some 
of  the  stolen  gems.  He  is  right  And  he  had  takao  meas- 
ures to  ensnare  them.  He  has  warned  or  is  warning  every 
g«n-dealer  in  Borne,  from  Orontides  himself  doirn  to  the 
most  disrepntable  sconndrel  who  makee  a  living  by  exchanj^ 
ing  his  ca^  for  stolen  gems.  He  hss  eoit  off  despatches  a^ 
ready  along  many  postroads,  by  the  couriers  who  set  out 
at  dawn,  notifying  all  gem-dealers  in  tiie  towns  olimg  these 
toads  to  be  on  the  vntch  for  the  miscreants.  He  will  c<n- 
tinne  this  nntil  the  warning  is  all  over  Italy  from  Rh^nio 
end  Bmndisinm  to  the  Alps,  and  that  witiiin  a  few  dayi. 
Those  precdons  gentry  are  certain  to  be  nabbed  either  ift 
Borne  or  elsewhnv.  Whenever  they  ore  identified  and  ill 
doTonce  it  will  be  easy  to  clear  yon. 

"Meanwhile  yon  will  be  tried  as  a  slave  accused  of  mur- 
dering his  master  and  the  investigation  will  indade  the 
qoestioning  of  every  slave  in  the  honse  at  the  time  of  tiM 
moider.    I  know  yon  are  oquTer  with  dread  oi  torton; 
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there  will  be  tortuie,  but  I  aflsure  yon  yon  will  not  be  tOTtnred. 
At  mnch  can  be  doae  today  by  influence  and  bribery  as  conld 
be  done  under  Pereimis  or  Oleander,  only  it  caimot  be  done 
so  crudely  and  openly,  and  much  else  can  be  done  openly. 

"We  haTd  endeavored  to  arrange  to  have  yon  tried  by  a 
bunch  of  jurymKi  presided  over  by  a  prstor,  just  as  if  you 
vere  a  freeman,  according  to  Hadrian's  law.  But  Com* 
modus  had  repealed  all  eucb  laws  mitigating  the  ri^rs  of 
procedure  in  the  case  of  Blares  and  Sevems  has  not  had 
them  reenacted.  So  you  will  be  tried  by  a  magistrate,  a 
deputy  of  the  Prefect  of  the  Ci^,  as  slaTee  were  tried  before 
Hadrian's  time. 

"We  shall  have,  at  the  trial,  to  cheer  yon  up,  to  counsdl 
yon,  and,  if  necessary,  to  intervene  in  your  behalf,  as  deveT 
an  advocate  as  any  in  Borne.  £eep  np  a  good  heart,  and 
read  these  letters." 

And  he  went  oS. 

I  had  a  proof  of  the  troth  of  what  he  said  of  bribery 
within  half  an  hoar,  for  I  was  bathed,  my  hnrts  dressed, 
•nd  I  was  clothed  in  new,  dean  and  comfortable  garments 
and  served  with  abundant  eatable  food  and  good  wine. 

I  had  promptly  read  the  letters. 

Agathemer's  Oalen  had  anticipated,  mostly.  Besides 
briefly  telling  loe  of  his  measures  for  detecting  the  murderers, 
and  prophesying  their  success,  he  assured  me  of  his  devo- 
tion and  alertness  to  take  advantage  of  any  chance  to  he^ 
jne. 

Tanno  pledged  me  his  utmost  efforts  to  assist  me,  and 
emphasized  Ms  hope  that  the  influences  which  he  and 
Vedia  could  enlist  in  my  behalf  and  the  cash  at  their  dis- 
posal would  protect  me  from  the  worst  horrors  of  trial  as 
a  slave  and  would  ultimately  clear  me  and  free  me  from 
danger. 

Vedia  wrote; 

"The  Leopard-Tamer'B  bride  gives  greeting  to  the  Leopard- 
Tamer.  Keep  np  yonr  courage!  Do  not  be  despondent, 
but  have  a  hopeful  heart  All  that  gold,  all  tiiat  influHice 
«aD  do  for  you,  shall  be  done.    Cheer  up  I    You  will  lin 
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to  see  Tonrself  a  free  man,  unsmirched  by  any  accnaatioD,' 
yoQ  and  I  will  be  married  and  live  many  j^n  at  happineH 
afterwards:    FarewelL" 

InTeetigations  of  murdan  are  prompt  in  Borne  and  trials. 
of  accnsed  alavee  quickly  disposed  of.  Before  the  next  morn- 
ing was  half  way  to  noon,  od  the  fiftli  day  b^ore  the  Idaa 
of  July,  I  foond  myself,  still  shackled,  but  well  fed  and  well 
dad,  in  the  Basilica  Sem|vonia,  before  the  magistrate- 
charged  with  deciding  such  cases.  He  turned  out  to  be 
young  Lollins  Corbnlo,  whom  I  had  not  set  eyes  on  until  be 
came  to  know  me  as  Phorbae,  for  he  was  an  art  amateur  of 
high  standing,  considering  his  yonth. 

I  never  have  discovered  bow  mach  he  was  inflnanced  itj 
hia  oatnral  IrinHlinwa  of  disposition,  how  much  by  person^ 
r^ard  for  me,  how  much  by  Tanno,  acting  for  hinudf  and 
Yedia,  whether  he  had  been  bribed  or  not.  He,  when  I 
questioned  him  in  after  years,  passed  it  off  with  a  smile  say- 
ing that  anyone  would  accept  a  gift  on  condition  of  doing 
what  he  meant  to  do  aninflaenced,  that  no  one  needed  a  gift 
to  make  him  do  the  right  thing.  From  Agathoner,  Tanno 
and  Vedia  I  have  never  been  able  to  extract  any  admiseiona 
as  to  their  actirities  in  my  behalf.  Anyhow  Corbolo  gave 
a  dauonstTBtion  of  the  great  latitude  which  is  permitted 
both  by  law  and  custom  to  such  a  magistrate  in  such  a  case. 
He  ordered  my  shackles  removed,  and,  while  they  were  being 
filed  through,  sent  off  three  of  his  apparitors  in  charge  of 
Dromo  to  fetch  some  of  my  own  garments  from  my  apart* 
menta  in  Falco's  house. 

He  went  about  his  investigation  like  a  fair-minded  man 
who  meant  to  favor  no  one  and  to  ferret  out  the  exact  truth. 

Corbnlo  in  his  full  senatorial  attire,  the  broad  crimson 
stripe  more  conspicaoas  than  the  white  of  his  toga,  sat  in 
his  chair  at  the  center  of  the  apse  of  the  basilicg,  his  ap- 
paritors behind  him.  In  the  nave  of  the  basilica,  surrounded 
by  guards,  were  herded  those  members  of  Falco's  retinue  who 
had  been  in  his  house  at  the  time  of  his  murder.  Further 
down  the  nave  were  many  outsiders,  come  to  listen  to  the 
trial.    In  the  aisles  were  gathered  hangera-on  of  the  eonri 
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In  tb»  apse,  to  the  left  and  ri^t  of  Qia  tribanal,  ifxiod  owif 
(rf  Falco'B  friends,  unong  whom  I  recognised  Caqwrins 
Asellio  Rod  YeBproniaB  Lostnlis.  Among  those  on  the  othn 
nds  of  the  magistrate  were  Tanno  and  Galen. 

The  bare,  bleak  interior  of  the  ancient,  old-faohiinwd 
baailia,  with  its  blackcsied  roof-beamg,  nnsdomod  walla» 
TisTertiiie  colninni  of  the  severest  Ttucui  pattern,  and  plain 
window-lattices,  made  an  austere  setting  for  the  triaL  I 
■aw  nowhere  any  rack,  winches,  horse,  or  any  other  enginft 
or  torture;  bat,  while  Dromo  was  gone,  four  mnecalar 
oourt-alaTes  came  tramping  in,  mch  nif^rting  a  pole  cod. 
The  two  long  polee  were  passed  throngh  tiie  four  ear-handlea 
of  a  briRue  biatier  all  of  Ato  feet  square,  level  fuD  of  glow- 
ing charcoal,  the  brilliant  bed  of  coals  radiating  an  intense 
heat  perceptible  as  tiiej  passed  near  me.  When  they  had 
■et  it  down  in  full  new  of  all  and  near  the  tribunal  one  td 
them  ahodk  out  and  folded  four-thick  a  thin  Spanish  blanket 
of  harsh  wiry  wool  and  tprmd  the  square  of  it  by  the  brasiav 
•qoatting  on  it  to  tend  the  eoala  with  a  long-handlad  fin 
pronged  altar-hook. 

When  Dronw  returned  with  my  garments  and  X  was  dad 
as  Phorbas,  Corbulo  questioned  me  as  to  when  Falco  had 
bon^t  me,  where  and  from  whom.  To  my  relief  he  did  not 
ask  me  how  Bufius  I^bo  had  acquired  me.  He  did  ask  mj 
age,  but  nothing  else  concerning  my  past  As  to  my  li^ 
with  Falco  in  Africa  and  at  Bome,  he  qaesti(med  me  closely. 
t  told  bjm  all  about  Faloo's  character,  his  gem-collecting,  the 
effect  on  him  of  the  murders  of  Commodus  and  Fertinaz, 
his  forebodings  and  his  utterances  to  me  about  his  will. 
When  he  felt  that  he  knew  all  I  had  to  tell  alon;  these  line^ 
he  said: 

''Now  tell  me  your  version  of  your  master's  death." 

Be  heard  me  out  and  said: 

"I  believe  yoo.    You  speak  like  a  trttth'teUer." 

Ee  then  questioned  the  janitor,  who  babbled  and  eiinged, 
half  unintelligibly,  but  stoutly  denying  that  he  had  slept  at 
Ida  post  on  the  seventh  day  before  the  Kalends  of  July. 
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1  tm  ol  th*  vpmoa,"  lud  Corbnlo,  dri^,  "tkat  700  iz* 
lying." 

Then  to  hit  appuiton  he  said: 

"Strip  him." 

The  oourt'slftTs,  the  chanxml-tendor,  stood  up  off  his  folded 
bUnket  uid  ahook  it  out  Th«  janitor,  stripped  and  bonnd, 
snkleB  luhed,  hands  tmued  betdnd  him,  irai  haled  iovaidi 
tbs  bimzier.  The  blanket  was  Song  ronnd  him  and  four 
apparitors  lifted  him  as  if  he  had  been  a  log  and  held  him 
near  the  brazier,  the  enveloping  blanket  drawn  ti^t  over  hJS 
left  thi^  and  its  outer  nnderaide  nearest  the  coals,  tilting 
him  lidewsjra  to  bring  the  soft  tbicknesB  of  the  thigh  closait 
to  the  heat  They  watched  the  tight  blanket  over  his  thif^ 
and  moved  him  a  little  away  from  the  brarier  when  tiie  wool 
began  to  imoke. 

I  had  never  seen  nor  heard  of  this  kind  of  torture,  but 
it  seemed  effectual.  The  fdlow  writhed,  groaned,  squalled 
and  protested.  After  Corbulo  had  him  brought  back  befon 
him  he  confeeeed  that  he  had  been  asleep  in  his  cell  from 
some  time  before  Falco's  murder  ontil  hs  was  arouaed  bij 
Dromo,  just  before  the  arrival  of  Casperios  and  Yesproaius. 

One  bjr  one  the  other  slaves  were  questioned.  Three  d»- 
dared  that  they  had  seen  the  janitor  aaleep  not  long  before 
they  heard  the  alarm. 

Several  more  testified  that  the  janitor  had  often  been 
asleep.  More  than  half  of  them  confirmed  mj  story  of  the 
theft  of  the  silver  on  the  Nones  of  May.  Except  the  janitor 
not  one  was  tortured,  thou^  Corbulo  threatened  vrith  tor- 
ture several  who  hesitated  in  their  testimony. 

After  the  slaves  Corbulo  questioned  Asellio  and  Lostralis. 

Then,  when  they  had  stood  asid^  he  gazed  about  at  the 
spectators  in  the  nave,  at  the  crowd  bdiind  them,  interested 
in  the  next  case  or  in  others  to  come  np  later,  at  the  hang«>* 
on  in  the  side  aisles ;  for  a  time,  mute,  he  stared  at  the  glow* 
ing  charcoal  fire  in  the  big  brazier. 

When  he  spoke  he  aaid : 

"It  is  nty  opinion  that  Phorbas  is  innocent  I  have  in< 
qpeeted  the  honat  wiatn  the  mnxdaa;  took  jlam.    From  ih» 
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(xmditioii  of  the  looted  rooms  it  u  plain  Out  nkore  Jeweby 
ma  stolen  than  any  one  man  could  cairy  off.  Manifestly 
two  men  participated  in  the  robbeij  and  morder  and  ea- 
caped  with  their  booty,  very  likely  the  same  pair  who  robbed 
Falco's  tridinium  on  the  Nones  of  May.  The  janitor's  con- 
fessed delinquency  explains  bow  they  entered  and  got  awaj 
unhindered  and  nnaeen.  The  dead  maa'a  heirs  should  pna- 
ish  the  janitor.  I  hold  no  other  slave  at  fault  Has  any 
man  anything  which  ha  wishes  to  say  before  I  pass  formal 
judgment  for  official  record?" 

Lustralis  asked  permission  to  speak  and  amazed  me  hj 
bia  fln^icy,  his  Ingratisting  delivery,  his  Tchemence,  hia  in- 
genoity  and  the  fantastic  maligni^  of  his  contentions.  Cor- 
bnlo  heard  hjrn  out  to  the  end,  unmoving  as  a  statue. 

"You  do  not  look  like  a  lunatic  nor  act  like  one,  Lustralis,** 
he  said,  "but  you  talk  like  one.  Pborbas  has  impressed  ma 
by  erery  feature  of  his  tale.  He  appears  to  have  told  tbe 
truth.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  sincere  friend  to  hia  late 
master.  I  cannot  credit  the  wild  suggestion  that  a  man  of 
his  character  would  plot  his  master's  death,  or  that  a  man 
of  his  intelligence,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  terms  of  his 
master's  will,  would  expose  himself  to  suspicion  by  so  plot- 
ting; far  leas  that  such  a  man  as  he  would  ignore  the  perils 
of  each  a  crime  and  so  desire  his  freedom  and  the  legacies 
promised  him  as  to  league  himself  with  two  criminals,  assiBt 
them  to  enter  the  house  and  to  escape  from  it,  and  hope  to 
come  off  unscathed  and  unsuspected  and  forever  nnbetrayed. 

"But,  suppose  all  you  imagine  and  insinuate  is  true  in  fact 
Prove  it  I  Produce  the  two  robbers  I  Prove  them  the  rob- 
bers by  recovering  their  booty  1  If  they,  so  convicted  of  the 
robbery,  are  brought  before  me,  if  they  accuse  ^orbas  of 
being  their  accomplice,  if  they  tell  a  consietent  and  convinc- 
ing tale,  if  any  colorable  motive  for  such  association  and  such 
a  crime  can  be  alleged  against  Phorbas,  then  111  believe  him 
guilty,  and  not  till  then." 

He  eyed  Lustislis,  who  spdce  further. 

"Torture  FhorbasI"  Corbula  cried.  "Absurd  1  In  d^ 
court  I  never  torture  men  like  him,  any  more  than  if  tbey 
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vera  freemen.  And  though  it  miglit  be  imperafiTe  to  tor- 
tore  him  for  &  confeBsion  if  all  the  testimon;  pointed  to  his 
guilt,  it  is  ridiculous  to  suggest  tortoriog  him  merd;  to  coi^ 
roborate  evidence  demonstrating  his  innocence. 

"I,  hereby,  officially  as  the  representative  of  the  Conunoa- 
"Wealth,  pronounce  Phorbas  cleared  of  all  charges  connected 
■with  this  case.  I  hereby  enjoin  all  men  to  aaaiat  the  Bepablic 
to  detect  and  apprehend  the  murderers  vho  robbed  Falco  and 
killed  him." 

Lustralis  and  Asellio  looked  baffled  and  sour.  A  murmor 
of  approval  ran  through  the  bystanders.  My  feUow-slavea 
congratulated  each  other  and  rejoiced,  save  only  the  janitor. 

Oalen  approached  me. 

"Phorbas,"  he  said,  "as  you  are  now  a  freeman  by  yoor 
late  maater^s  vill,  which  will  soon  be  read  and  its  provi- 
aions  put  into  effect,  at  which  reading  I  shall  be  present  as 
one  of  the  legatece,  you  may  now  go  where  you  like.  1  in- 
vite  you  to  come  with  me." 

I  thanked  Corbulo,  who  said: 

"Don't  thank  me.  I  did  just  what  any  sane,  clear-headed, 
iair-minded  magistrate  must  do,  affirmed  the  manifest 
truth." 

Galen  led  me  o£F  to  a  modest  apartment  near  the  Carina. 
I  found  everything  prepared  for  my  comfort,  slaves  to  wait 
<m  me  and  nothing  omitted.    I  thanked  him. 

"Tanno,"  he  eaid,  "deputed  me  to  hire  this  lodging  for 
you.  He  has  kept  in  the  background.  These  are  my  sUvee, 
put  at  your  disposal  and  enjoined  to  obey  you  as  they  would 
obey  me  in  person.  Keep  quiet  here  tiU  I  can  arrange  for 
you  to  take  possession  of  your  legacies  from  Falco.  I  think 
he  left  you  all  your  personal  belongings  and  the  slaves  who 
waited  on  you.  Aa  soon  as  the  necessary  formalitiee  are 
completed  I'll  send  them  to  yon. 

"Do  not  attempt  to  communicate  with  Vedia  or  Tanno. 
Do  nothing  which  might  betray  you  as  your  actual  self. 
Our  new  Emperor  seems  resolute  to  exterminate,  to  the  last 
individual,  all  persons  implicated  in  any  conspiracy  not  only 
■gainst  Jnlianus  or  Pertinax,  hut  against  Commodus,  from 


5M  ANDIVnTS  HBDtTLIO 

th«  date  of  his  scceman.  AH  ench  penou  apprebsDcled  a>« 
promptt^  execated.  Keep  quiet.  Efface  jroorself  till  I  give 
yon  tiie  word.  I  can  commumcata  with  yoa  freely,  can  ae* 
yon  daily,  if  need  be,  since  I  am  one  of  poor  Falco'a  heirs  and 
vaa  your  phynciao  dnzing  hia  life  here  in  Borne.  Ill  do 
all  I  can  for  yoo." 

He  left  and  I  bathed,  ata,  and  alept  the  rest  of  tbat  da/ 
and  slept  nond  all  ni^^t. 

Next  day  passed  similaily.  Bnt,  e&ily  on  the  folhvwinf 
day,  the  third  day  before  the  Kalends  of  July,  not  long  after 
■nnriee,  my  new  valet  came  to  me  his  face  ashen.  He  babbled 
some  onintelligible  syllables  and  before  I  coold  comprehend 
him,  my  bedroom  vas  entered  by  a  Pannonian  sergeant, 
grim  as  the  centnriong  from  Britain  irho  had  liberated 
Agathemer  and  me  from  the  trgattulum  at  Flaoentia.  Be- 
hind him  -were  four  legionary  soldiers.    I  vas  rearreatedl 
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1WA3  promptly  haled  off  to  the  ssme  prison  where  Gal^i 
had  visited  me  three  days  before.  There  I  vas  again 
deprived  of  my  garments  and  dad  in  others,  new,  bat  of 
cheap  material,  coarse  and  uncomfortable.  Also  diacklea, 
heavier  ehackles,  were  at  once  riveted  on  my  ankles,  and  I 
was  again  consigned  to  the  lower  dnngeon.  I  was,  to  be 
.sure,  given  good  and  abnndant  food  and  wine  not  too  nn- 
palatable.  Otherwise  I  had  no  indnlgences  and  there  I  vpmt 
the  night. 

!N'ext  day,  the  last  day  of  Jnne,  Galen  again  visited  me. 

"My  lad,"  he  said,  "tiie  first  rule  of  medidne  is  to  cheer 
np  the  patient,  bnt  I  must  say  that  your  case  looks  grave 
and  I  have  little  cheer  for  yon.  I  shall  do  my  best  and  so 
viU  Tanno,  Vedia  and  Agathemar.    But  ve  are  all  daiei 


iWe  cRimot  nndentand  That  has  happened,  nor  who  hu 
brought  it  to  pass,  Bor  what  influences  are  wotMb^  against 
us. 

"But  someone  has  gotten  the  ear  of  JuTenalis  or  of  Serenu 
Uinself .  It  baa  berai  repiesented  plaoaibl;  to  the  Prefect  <rf 
tiie  PrEetorinm,  or  perhaps  eren  to  the  Emperor  in  person, 
that  the  courts  here  in  Borne  hare  hllen  into  a  ahockiiig 
state  of  disrepute  on  account  of  decisions  in  scandalous  con- 
traT«ition  of  the  evidence,  brought  about  by  favoritism  and 
bribery.  It  baa  also  been  plausibly  represented  tiiat  the 
alare-popnlatioD  has  little  respect  for  the  lives  or  property  of 
their  masters,  less  loyalty  towards  them  and  very  little 
dread  of  punishment.  Your  alleged  murder  of  poor  Faloo 
is  held  up  as  a  flagrant  example  of  the  latter  condition,  yoor 
acquittal  as  an  even  more  flagrant  instance  of  the  degrada- 
tion of  the  conrta. 

"Believing  that  a  shocking  miscarriage  of  justice  has  tak«) 
place  concerning  an  atrocious  crime,  the  Prefect  or  tiie 
Prince  has  ordered  you  rearrested  and  retried,  tomorrow, 
this  time  befrae  Casaius  Bavillanua." 

I  shuddered,  not  metaphorically,  but  actually.  I  felt  cold 
all  over,  as  if  plunged  into  an  icy  moontain  sbvam.  fiavil- 
lanns  claimed  as  h^  ancestor  Casdus  Bavilla  and  aimed  at 
emulating  him.  Certainly,  as  a  magistrate,  he  quite  franldy 
talked  and  acted  as  if  acquittal  were  a  disgrace  to  the  court, 
and  the  object  of  each  trial  not  impartial  justice  bat  the 
conviction  of  the  accnsed.  He  was  perfectly  sincere,  sp- 
rint in  every  inteDtion,  incorruptible  fanatical,  self- 
c^inionated,  austere,  ascetic,  stem  and  hu«h.  I  shuddered 
again  and  again  at  the  thought  of  him. 

"Bavillanua  has  the  reputation  of  being  nnbribahle,** 
Qalen  vent  on,  "and  it  is  a  question  whether  an  attempt  at 
bribery  mif^t  not  prejudice  your  case  more  than  letting 
mattoa  be.  Yet  1  have  employed  an  agent  far  too  clever 
to  bnngle  any  approach,  and  something  may  be  done  for  you. 
Vedia  is  despondent,  but  resolute  to  keep  her  head  and  help 
yon  all  she  can,  and  she  has  cash  to  spare  and  much  infln* 
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tatob.  Tonno  has  even  more  of  boUL  Agathemer  ia  hopeful 
of  nmniiig  down  the  real  murderers,  as  they  are  loaded  with 
their  bootr-     If  they  are  caught  we  can  dear  jou. 

"Keep  up  a  brave  heart." 

I  tried  to,  bat  it  was  imposaible.  I  ate  little  and  slept 
hardly  at  aU. 

The  next  day,  the  Kalends  of  July,  saw  me  haled  again 
to  the  Basilica  S^nproaia. 

There  I  beheld  a  scene  almost  a  duplicate  of  my  first  trial; 
a  similar  throng  of  spectators,  very  similar  beries  of  expec- 
tant witnesses,  advocates  and  prosecutora;  the  same  batch 
<tf  my  former  fellow-elaves,  sorroondcd  by  the  same  guards; 
the  very  same  charcoal-brazier  tended  by  the  same  sUve 
squatting  on  the  same  folded  blanket;  similar  knots  of 
notables  in  the  apse,  about  and  behind  the  magistrates  tri- 
bonal;  the  game  carved  arm-chair;  in  it  not  Corbulo,  bnt 
Caseiua  Bavillanae,  lean,  dry,  tanned,  leathery,  soiooth- 
diaven,  bald  and  stem. 

He  glared  at  me  when  my  guards  halted  me  four  yards  or 
BO  in  front  of  faim ;  then  he  beckoned  to  one  of  his  apparitors 
and  epoke  to  him  in  an  undertone.  The  fellow  went  off  as 
if  on  an  errand. 

Kavillanus  then  gave,  even  more  poeitiTcly  than  Corbulo, 
a  demonstratiDn  of  the  great  latitude  permitted  such  a  magis- 
trate in  procedure,  of  how  completely  it  lies  within  hia  dis- 
cretion what  to  do  and  bow  to  do  it 

"Tellow  I"  he  ranted,  "yon  have  plotted  to  rob  and  murder 
your  master,  yon  have  done  both  and  you  have,  by  favor  and 
influence  and  perhaps  even  by  bribery,  arranged  for  your  easy 
acquittal.  I  am  charged  by  the  Prince  of  the  Bepablic  to 
see  to  it,  that  the  majesty  of  the  law,  the  sacrednesa  of  the 
lives  of  Boman  noblemen,  and  the  security  of  their  property 
he  publicly  vindicated:  I  am  here  to  undo  all  that  Lollim 
Corbulo  supinely  allowed  to  be  done.  Ton  shall  perceive 
that  I  am  wholly  unlike  any  snch  trifler.  Of  one  feature 
only  of  his  procedure  do  I  approve.  I  highly  acclaim  bis 
notions  as  to  the  right  kind  of  torture.  Slaves  like  you,  how- 
ever  pampered,  are  property,  like  horses  or  cattle.     Thwr 
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value  lies  is  their  nsefuliieBe.  Any  Blave,  after  tortue,  should 
be  as  Tiseful  to  Ms  owners  as  before.  If  a  slave  is  placed 
upon  the  horse  and  weights  htmg  to  bis  feet,  his  legs  are 
often  made  helplesB,  he  cannot  ever  walk  again,  he  is  a  crip- 
ple. Still  oftener  does  the  rack  leave  a  slave  utterly  useleaa. 
Our  courts  have  always  desired  some  form  of  torture  by 
which  the  recalcitrant  could  be  nude  to  suffer  acute  pain, 
but  not  in  any  way  injnred.  Lollins  has  introduced  a  torture 
which  never  injures  anyone  subjected  to  it,  but  which  causes 
extreme  agony  while  in  use.  Only  stretch  a  hard-yam  Span- 
ish blanket  over  a  thigh,  draw  it  tight  and  hold  the  thigh  at 
just  the  right  distance  from  juet  the  right  size  of  brazil 
with  its  coals  properly  tended,  and  tiie  subject  can  be  made 
to  tell  the  truth;  but  not  broiled  alive,  for  the  blanket  vrill 
singe  before  the  flesh  under  it  cooks.  You  had  best  tell  fha 
truth,  not  such  an  ingenious  strii^  of  lies  as  yon  told  before 
Lollins." 

Then  he  had  all  my  fellow-slaves  brou^t  up  sbA  ranged 
before  him. 

"Your  master,"  he  said,  "has  been  foully  done  to  death. 
If  the  guilt  of  thiB  hideous  crime  can  be  indubitably  fastened 
upon  one  of  yon  or  two  or  any  few,  the  rest  of  yon  shall  be 
held  innocent  and  shall  suffer  no  penalties.  If  no  facts  can 
be  ascertained  limiting  the  guilt  to  some  of  you,  all  ot  jaa, 
according  to  the  ancient  law  concerning  such  cases,  shall  be 
put  to  death  by  crucifixion  or  exposure  to  the  beasts  in  the 
arena,  as  our  Prince  may  prefer.  I  have  no  desire  to  send 
to  death  any  guiltless  man.  I  enjoin  you  all  to  tell  the  truth 
and  to  assist  the  law.  The  truth-toUers  will  suffer  less  of 
the  torture." 

He  then,  beginning  with  the  scullions,  had  every  boy  and 
man  tortured  over  the  brazier,  asking  no  question  of  any 
till  he  had  felt  the  heat  of  the  Are  and  had  begun  to  yell  for 
mercy.  Then  he  would  interrupt  the  torture,  question  the 
victim,  bid  the  torturers  again  hold  their  subject  close  to  the 
fire ;  and  again  suspend  the  torture  and  ask  questions.  Natur- 
ally the  Tictinu,  frantic  with  pain  and  terror,  said  whatever 
thc7  thou^t  would  get  them  off. 
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Also,  to  my  horror,  X  realized  for  th*  first  tunc^  what  I 
bad  only  vaguely  siiBpected  before,  hov  Tenomoosly  tbey  bad 
oiTied  me,  hov  Tiolently  embittered  most  of  tiiem  vera 
against  me,  how  they  had  bated  their  maetor'a  favorita.  Thej 
•were  glaA  to  Blaoder  me,  they  enjoyed  asBiBting  at  my  nun, 
they  reliabed  th«  prospect  of  my  beiiig  tortnred  and  azeciited. 
UoreoTer  it  appaued  that  they  bad  been  carnally  coached 
in  vfaat  they  were  to  aay  or  had  agreed  among  themselves 
vithont  any  ostride  hints>  or  after  such  binta. 

The  irhole  homebold  made  it  appear  that  they  had  always 
nupected  me  of  desiring  fUco's  dwth  in  order  that  I  might 
gain  my  freedom  and  enjoy  bis  prtHnised  legadea ;  that  I  had 
enticed  and  vheedled  lum  into  leaving  me  in  hia  will  an 
abaordly  large  share  of  bis  proper^. 

They  were  also  nnanimoos  in  declaring  that  thej  bad  been 
anable  to  bring  home  to  me  tba  devisii^  of  the  robbery  of 
the  tridinium,  but  they  had  all  felt  certain  from  the  first 
that  I  bad  arranged  to  have  confederates  of  mine  steal  the 
table  silver.  Tbey  were  equally  cooaistent  in  assertiiig  that 
they  all  believed  that  I  had  murdered  Faico,  after  arranging 
for  the  looting  of  the  gem-oolleddon  as  a  blind. 

Hour  after  hour  I  bad  to  stand  and  watch  wretdi  after 
wretch  held  to  the  glowing  coals,  bad  to  listen  to  the  shri^ 
et  the  victims,  could  sot  but  realise  that  Bavillanua  was  bait 
oa  my  convictioQ,  that  nothing  would  swerve  him  from  hia 
purpose. 

Dromo,  alone  of  all  the  bonadiold,  alone  of  my  obaeqaioua, 
iudolged  personal  servants,  held  oat  against  the  torture  and 
ihongb  he  writhed,  ydled,  sobbed  and  even  endured  the  pain 
nntil  be  fainted  more  than  once,  refused  to  say  anything 
against  me. 

After  Dromo  my  turn  came.  When  I  was  sbeipptA  Bavil- 
lanus  robbed  his  bands  and  remarked: 

"You  have  your  character  written  on  your  back  I  How 
could  Falco  trust  a  feUow  so  branded  and  scarred  t  Easy- 
going masters  like  Falco  not  only  bring  on  their  own  deathi^ 
but  aap  the  foundations  of  safety  for  all  slave^rnnwa.  Yoar 
bad,  in  advance,  advertises  yon  guilty.    Better  own  iqk" 
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I  MSB  over  the  detaiU.  But  I  mnet  conlass  tiiat  I  'wu 
Ibr  tram  beioic.  Ferbape  it  is  true,  aod  not  an  inTmUoHy 
tlut  Kannu  Scsrola  voluntarily  thrust  hu  hand  into  iba 
■Itar-fiie  and  stood  niot«  and  amiling,  and  watchad  it  trara 
■nd  char.  If  any  man  ever  did  that  he  had  more  aelf-omtRd 
thui  I  ever  had.  I  conld  not  repreas  ever;  Indication  of  117 
■gonies.  I  fainted  so  many  times  that  I  loat  count.  Tha 
af temotm  was  drawinir  on  towards  evening  before  Bavillanns 
b^aa  to  loee  patioice. 

Tanno  and  Galen  had  been  from  the  first  among  tboat 
aboat  the  tribunaL  Not,  in  a  pause,  while  I  was  b^ng 
broa^t  back  to  consdouBness  to  be  again  tortared,  Qalm  sac- 
eeeded  in  gaining  the  att^tion  of  BavilUnns  enough  to 
induce  him,  thon^  grudgingly,  to  permit  the  celebrated  ad* 
vooate,  MemmiUB  Tuditanus,  whom  they  had  bron|^t  with 
them,  to  epeak  in  my  behalf.  I  bad  r^ained  oonsdonsnaaa 
More  he  began  to  apeak  and  beard  most  of  what  he  said. 
He  spoke  w^ 

His  chief  point  was  that  a  gem-«zpart  and  art-amateur 
hk»  ma,  knovrtng  that  he  was  to  inherit  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  carefully  chosm  collections  of  gems  and  art  objects  in 
all  the  world,  would  be  the  last  maa  on  earth  to  allow  it  to 
be  disturbed,  let  alme  to  jdot  Hs  laimadriofc  the  pillage  of 
its  cases  and  the  ^spemi  of  their  ptedous  contents.  No 
man  oonld  better  have  exposed  tbe  abenrditr  of  the  iriioU 
flimsy  and  preposterons  fabrication  that  I  bad  had  two  ooii> 
fsdeiatas,  who  had,  in  my  interest  and  at  n^  suggestion* 
robbed  first  the  tridinium  and  then  tike  gem-oollection,  aftsr 
K^cb  last  I  had  myself  murdered  Faloo. 

Bat  bis  logic,  his  lucidity  and  hia  doquanee  fdl  on  deaf 
ears.  Bavilluina  waa  unmoved.  He  permitted  Lostralis  to 
make  a  rambling  and  incoherent  harangue,  setting  f ortit  fail 
ridiciiIoiM  contentions. 

Then  he  passed  judgment: 

**!  hold  you  all  innocent  save  Fborfats  alone.  Drenu  ii 
manifestly  devoted  to  Phorfaas  and  fa&s  lied  in  his  behaU. 
Bat  Dr<mto,  qiptroitly,  waa  no  accomplice  in  the  plot  <a-  in 
the  murder.    I  acquit  him  with  the  nsL    Fhcvbas,  who 
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Tilel;  plotted  Bgainst  Mb  master,  who  fooUy  moxdeied  him, 
I  adjudge  gaStj  of  his  death  and  I  hereby  condemn  him  to  b* 
kept  chained  in  the  slaTee*  prison  until  the  next  day  of  besofc- 
fighting  in  the  Coioasenm,  then,  in  the  arena,  to  be  e^Kwed 
to  the  feroci^  of  the  famiahed  wild  beasta  of  the  desert,  wild- 
erness end  forest,  by  them  to  be  lacerated  and  torn  to  [riecefl, 
u  he  richly  deeerree." 

Tanno  and  Galen  coold  indicate  their  grief  and  sympathy 
only  by  looks  and  gestures,  for  they  dued  not  attempt  to 
q)proach  me. 

Then  RaTillanoa  colled : 

•TVbere  is  that  barber?" 

The  apparitor  wh«  had  gone  <A  before  the  trial  bcgtD 
produced  a  barber. 

*^rini  hie  hair  and  beard  I"  Bavillanns  ordered.  And  I 
had  to  submit  to  baring  my  long  locks  shorn  and  my  beud 
clipped  close,  leaving  me  far  too  like  my  true  former  self 
for  my  comfort,  since  I  still  hsd  hopes  of  Agatfaemer  cmtch- 
ing  the  real  murderers  in  time  to  save  ne  fnnm  the  doom  im- 
pending over  me  becauso  of  the  fH^^t'Wtn'B  of  Barillatitu, 
iriiile  I  anticipated  nothing  bat  inescapable  death  dlioald  I 
be  tecogniMd  as  not  Fhorbas,  but  as  Andirins  Hedulio. 

I  was  then,  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  Eilends  of  July, 
haled  ofF  to  the  Colosseum  and  immured  in  one  of  the  ceili 
of  the  lowermost  crypt,  far  below  the  street  level.  To  n^ 
amazement  I  fonnd  myself  sharing  the  cell  with  Nardssoa, 
who  bad  been  similarly  condemned  to  exposure  to  the  beasts^ 
u  the  murderer  of  Commodus. 

Together  we  spent  five  dreadful  days  in  Iha  darkness, 
dampness,  chill  and  foohieaB  of  that  tiny  cell.  I  found  that 
infinence  sndi  as  Tanno  and  Yedia  possessed  and  cash  such 
as  tiiey  had  at  their  disposal,  could  do  mnch  even  for  the 
occupant  of  such  a  cell,  destined  to  such  a  doom.  I  wu 
risited  by  Galen,  more  than  once,  and  he  emi^iaBiwd  the 
.Btill  hopeful  posaibilit?,  nay  lavbabili^,  that  Agathemer 
might,  in  time,  save  me,  run  down  and  bring  before  a  magis' 
trate  the  real  murderers.    I  was  f^oomj,  I  admit    But  hii 
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fffcaence  in  that  horrible  hole  and  his  vords  dueied  m^  by 
bri^tening  the  hope  I  had  aever  wholly  lost 

Also  I  WH8  tended,  nuanged,  rubbed,  chafed,  waahed  each 
day  in  warm  water  brought  in  big  palla  and  poured  into  a 
big,  ahallow  pan;  I  was  anointed;  clothed  in  a  comfortsbla 
tunic,  strengthened  with  plen^  of  good  food  and  Btrong  wine 
and  proTided  with  a  cot  and  bedding  and  blankets.  I  was 
able  to  have  N'arciBsns  indulged  also,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  a  less  anpleaeant  cell-mate. 

Be  talked  to  me  fredy  of  life  in  the  Palace,  of  Commodiu, 
of  Uarcia,  of  Ducco&iua  Furfur,  of  his  own  ^tal  mistake,  of 
the  amaaing  likeness,  even  apparent  identity,  between  Furfur 
and  Commodns,  of  the  naturalness  of  his  inability  to  tell 
them  apart 

I  drank  and  ate  all  the  food  and  wine  I  could  swallow, 
slept  all  I  could,  and  tried  to  be  hopeful. 

Thus  passed  five  horrible  days  and  six  hideous  nights. 

After  no  more  than  twelve  days,  as  I  learned  later,  Sevema 
lelt  himself  securely  established  as  Prince  of  the  Bepublic. 
By  spending  almost  every  moment  of  dayli^t  on  official 
business,  denying  himself  more  than  the  merest  miniTinim 
of  sleep  snd  food,  he  had  pnt  every  department  of  the  govern- 
ment sufficiently  in  order  to  feel  assured  of  their  smooth  and 
ofFective  operation.  His  troops  were  now  all  outside  the  City, 
comfortably  camped,  well  supplied  and  content;  the  City  was 
orderly  and  its  life  had  resnmed  its  normal  aspect  and  activ- 
ities.  He  felt  free  to  win  the  regard  of  the  populace  by 
magnificent  exhibitions  in  the  amphitheater,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  eight  days  of  the  Games  of  Apollo,  beginning  the  day 
before  the  Nones  of  July. 

Early  next  day  Narcissus  and  I  were  haled  from  our  cell 
and  led,  by  passages  only  too  well  known  to  me  since  my 
service  in  the  Choraginnt,  to  the  iron-gated  doorway  from 
which  condemned  criminals  were  thrust  out  into  the  arena 
for  the  lions  or  other  beasts  to  tear.  From  inside  that  door* 
way  I  could  look  across  the  sand  of  the  arena  and  conld  see 
not  only  the  herald  os  his  tiny  platform,  elevated  above  tba 
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Imp  of  ths  most  agile  panther,  sot  only  the  ueiu-irall  oppo- 
■ite  me,  but  alio  the  faces  of  the  eeiuton  in  their  priTate 
hozes  on  the  podJum,  even  a  portion  of  the  nobility  behind 
them  and  of  tiie  popnlace  higher  up  and  farther  back. 

The  da;  was  hot,  still  and  clear,  and  the  July  Bonsldxi^ 
still  slant  in  the  early  morning,  stmck  under  the  awning  and 
long  shafts  of  the  mellow  radiance  brif^tened  the  sand. 

From  that  doorway,  craning  over  the  heads  of  the  wretdua 
in  front  of  me,  I  caught  glimpses  of  the  fury  of  eereral  bea*b 
as  they  vented  their  ferocity  upon  aome  ordinary  criminala 
and  aasoaged  their  ravenona  hunger  on  their  blood  and  flesh. 

Uy  time  was  not  far  off,  yet  I  still  hoped  against  hope 
that  Agathemer  might,  even  yet,  have  caught  tibe  thieving 
murderers  and  would  intervene  before  it  was  too  lat&  I  did 
not  at  all  fear  the  beasts;  I  knew  that  no  bear,  panther, 
leopard,  tiger  or  lion  woold  hart  me,  but  I  felt  certain  that, 
when  the  beasta  left  me  onharmed,  I  should  be  recognized  a* 
FeetuB  the  Beast-Wizard:  and  then,  aa  the  scrutiny  of  the 
whole  audience  wonld  be  riveted  on  me,  identified  as  An> 
divius  Hedulio. 

NardsBUB  was  led  out,  stepping  jauntily  between  bis  guards, 
treading  springily,  with  no  sign  of  panic  or  dejectioii,  a 
pattern  Hercules,  nslced  save  for  a  loin-cloth,  bis  skin  pink 
and  fresh,  in  spite  of  bis  days  in  a  dungeon,  his  mighty  nnu- 
cles  rippling  all  over  his  huge  form.  The  herald  proclaimed 
to  all  that  this  was  Karciasus,  professional  wrestler,  for  long 
the  crony  of  Comnodus,  who  had  strangled  bia  master  and 
was  to  be  punished  for  bis  treachery  and  crime  by  being  ton 
to  piecea  in  aij^t  of  all  Bome. 

They  let  out  on  him  a  full-grown,  young  Mauretanian 
lion,  starved  and  ravenous.  Narcissus  was  naked  and  empiy- 
handed,  his  cloee^pped  hair,  standing  like  the  bristles  of 
a  brush,  yellow  as  gold  wire,  shining  in  the  son.  He  stood 
almost  aa  immobile  as  had  Falua  and  faced  the  lion,  irtiich, 
after  a  bound  or  two  towards  him,  fiattoied  down  on  the 
•and  and  began  to  crawl  nearer,  preparing  for  a  spring. 

When  it  sprang  Naroifisus  performed  me  of  the  most 
miracnlouB  feats  ever  beheld  in  the  amphitheater.    He  did 
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not  ioigo  bst  docked  digfatly,  the  iride-spread,  taloned  paws 
misaiDg  his  head  on  each  dde.  His  anns  shot  out  u  the 
lion  epnng,  and,  though  the  brute  came  at  him  throng  ttie 
sir  like  a  log-arrow  from  a  catapult,  fiis  hasds  gripped  each 
^de  of  the  wide-open  mouth  and  his  thumbe  pushed  the 
inner  comera  of  the  lips  between  the  parted  upper  and  lowaA 
cheek-teeth.  Therefore  to  close  his  jawa  on  his  victim  th* 
Ikm  had  to  crush  ■  roll  or  fold  of  his  own  lipa.  This  incredi- 
blj  difBcult  feat  prolonged  hia  life  a  few  bieatha.  The  whoW 
populace  howled  in  ecstasy  at  the  wietoh'a  coolneaa,  courage^ 
strength,  ewiftneee  and  adroitaees. 

The  lion's  momentum  and  weight  bore  Nardsaus  to  ths 
ground,  but  his  thumbs  did  not  slip  nor  his  hold  loosen.  On 
tin  sand  lion  and  man  rolled  and  wrestled>  for  a  brief  time. 
Then  the  lion,  lashing  out  with  bis  bind  lege,  caught  wiUi 
the  dawa  of  one  the  wrestler's  belly  and  half  disemboweled 
him.  Nardssna  collapsed  and  the  great  fangs  met  in  hii 
throat 

The  populace  redoobled  tiieir  j^h. 

When  silence  fell,  after  the  lion  had  been  chased  badi 
into  his  cage  and  the  cage  lowered  down  the  lift^haft,  after 
tite  mangled  corpse  of  NarcieanB  had  been  dragged  away  and 
Band  sprinkled  to  hide  the  red  patches  where  his  bkod  had 
■oaked  ii^  I  was  baled  forth  and  stood  in  the  very  center  (tf 
the  arena.  From  his  perch  the  herald  proclaimed  that  I 
was  Fhorbas,  the  dave  of  Pompeianns  Falco  of  Carthage  and 
Some,  who  had  plotted  his  master's  death  in  order  sooner  to 
gain  freedom  from  his  testament,  and  had  himself  dealt 
Falco  his  deathblow.    The  populace  jeered  and  booed  at  mai 

I  had,  as  Festoi  the  Animal-Tender,  often  riewed  the  in- 
terior of  the  Colosaeum  from  the  arena.  But  never  when 
I  was  myself  the  cynosure  of  all  eyes.  There  I  stood,  naked 
acept  for  a  loin-cloth,  empty-handed,  my  shoulder-brand 
and  scarred  back  visible  to  half  the  spectators,  glared  at  and 
reviled.  From  my  viewpoint  tiie  spectacle  waa  singularly 
magnificent:  the  dark  blue  sky  overhead,  varied  by  some 
large,  solid-looking,  white  clouds ;  the  fluttering  bannerB  wit* 
ing  from  the  awning  poles;  the  particolored,  sagging  awn< 
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mg,  ahading  half  the  andiesce;  the  heautf  of  Uie  upper 
colonnade  under  the  awning;  the  solidly  packed  throng  at 
spectators  which  crowded  the  colonnade,  the  aisles,  the  et^M 
and  every  seat  in  the  hollow  of  the  amphitheater ;  the  digni- 
fied ease  of  the  nobili^  in  their  spaced  chairs,  of  the  senators 
in  their  ample  armchairs;  the  gorgeoasnesa  of  the  Impoial 
Pavilion,  filled  with  a  retinae  brUliani  in  bine  and  Bilver, 
in  green  and  gold,  in  white  and  crimson,  abont  the  hard, 
spare,  soldierly  figure  on  the  throne. 

I  was  the  only  human  being  on  the  sand,  eyed  by  all  <m- 
lookers. 

From  a  door  in  the  podwm-iriH  a  famished  lion  was 
loosed  at  me.  He  bounded  towards  me,  roaring;  but,  three 
or  four  lengths  from  me  he  paused,  stood  still  regarding  me, 
circled  about  me  and  then  turned  his  back  on  me  and  loped 
off  to  the  arena-wall,  along  which  he  rounded  the  arena, 
qtparently  searching  for  a  way  out-  The  populace,  at  first 
mute  with  astonishment,  voiced  their  amazement  in  yells  of 
a  notably  different  quality  from  those  they  had  uttered  while 
watching  Nardssus. 

Another  lion  behaved  similarly,  except  that  he,  after  ilH 
■pecting  me,  merely  walked  in  circles  far  out  in  the  arena, 
ignoring  me  as  if  I  were  not  there  at  alL 

They  loosed  on  me  five  more  lions,  four  tigers,  four  leop- 
ards, tour  panthers  and  four  bears,  of  the  fierce  Alpine  breed. 
Some  of  these  animals  delighted  the  populace  by  attacking 
each  other  and  affording  entertainment  by  savage  and  fer»- 
dons  fighting.  But  not  one  showed  any  disposition  to 
attack  me. 

As  beast  after  beast  approached  me,  conned  me  and  aptni 
me,  the  upper  tiers  began  to  call: 

"He  is  innocent.'* 

"He  is  guiltless." 

"The  beasts  know." 

"He  is  not  guilty." 

"The  gods  declare  him  dean  of  guiltl"  and  oflier  sacb 


TORTURE  'W6 

Also  they  began  to  shov  signs  of  being  nstless  and  boreS. 
Some  jelled  for  another  criminal. 

A  Berentb  lion  was  loosed  at  me.  He  pansed  like  th» 
others  and  ^ed  me;  then  he  strolled  up  to  me,  snnffed  at 
me,  and  rubbed  his  mane  i^ainst  my  Up,  onitting  a  ram- 
bling  purr.    I  laid  my  hand  on  his  mane. 

Instantly,  from  all  sides  at  once,  rang  out  cries  of, 

"Festus  1" 

"Festus  the  Beast-'Wuard  I" 

'^^s  no  Phorhas,  he's  Festus  come  back  I'* 

I  VBS  not  far  from  the  Imperial  Pavilion  and  one  of  the 
ntinne  leaned  over  the  potJiam-coping  and  called  to  me.  I 
valked  towards  him.  When  I  was  within  earshot  be  called 
in  Greek: 

"The  King  commands  that  you  lead  the  beasts  back  to  their 
cages." 

Elated  and  hoping  for  a  rquiere,  for  visdicatiou,  for  life> 
for  rehabilitation,  for  Imperial  favor,  I  led  beast  after  beast 
back  to  its  c^ge  on  a  shaft-lift,  or  to  a  door  in  the  waU. 
When  the  last  one  was  caged  an  ofBcer  of  the  Imperial  retina^ 
«  frontiersman  only  lately  come  to  Borne,  stepped  out  of  one 
of  the  postern  doors,  two  aiena-slavee  with  him.  They  led 
zne  to  the  center  of  the  arena,  trussed  my  hands  behind  me, 
bound  my  ankles  and  wrapped  round  my  head  an  eril-amell- 
ing  old  quilt,  probably  taken  from  the  cot  of  some  arena- 
slave  housed  in  some  cell  under  the  hollow  of  the  amphi- 
theater. Half  suffocated  by  it,  unable  to  shake  it  off,  for 
fliey  tied  it  fast,  I  stood  there,  blind,  realizing  that  the  Em- 
peror still  believed  me  guilty,  was  inexorable  and  meant  me 
to  be  torn  to  pieces  then  and  there;  believing,  as  I  did,  that 
my  immnnity  from  attack  was  due  to  the  effect  of  my  gaze 
on  the  beasts  I  made  mild. 

Now  yon,  who  read,  know  that  I  was  not  devoured.  But 
I  had  no  shred  of  hope  left.  I  thought  that  my  end  had 
come.  I  anticipated  only  the  agony  of  great  fangs  rending 
nqr  flesh. 

I  felt  onlj  iba  hot  breath  of  a  beast  aanffing  at  my  lega. 
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Fwbapi  I  fftinted.  Certainly  my  next  seoMtioii  wm  oi  Ijing 
OD  the  Band,  with  seyeral  nnnon  aninikla  growling  near  me 
■ad  one  or  more  snuffing  at  m;  feet  and  legs. 

The  amphitheater  waa  qoiet,  even  hiuhed. 

Then,  anddenly,  a  lion  uttered  a  fall-throated,  ooog^iiiig 
roar,  jagged  and  nunbling.  When  it  died  away  a  oniTUBal 
yell  arose  from  the  popolaoe.     I  heard  cxiss  of: 

"He  is  innocent!" 

"Set  him  free  I" 

'^e  behold  the  jnatioe  of  the  gods  I" 

"This  pTDTfls  him  goiltUssI" 

"FestoB  or  Phorbasr  he  is  not  goilty  I" 

And  other  each  exclamations. 

Bidiculoosly,  what  paseed  through  mj  mind,  bendes  di^ 
gnat  at  the  fool  odor  of  the  quilt  aboat  my  head,  ma  the 
thought  that,  if  I  had  known  that  ferociooe  beasts  would 
avoid  me  even  when  they  could  not  see  my  gaze,  I  should, 
<m  that  unforgettable  mo^ilit  eTening  in  Sabinum,  have  goaa 
off  home  to  my  cottage,  to  Septima,  and  hare  missed  my  en- 
eoonter  with  Vedia,  and  our  night  in  bee  traveling  coadL 

Hen  I  beard  the  vaices  of  the  animal'tendora  essaying 
with  their  long-handled  tridents,  to  chase  back  into  thai 
esges  the  beasts  loose  about  me. 

Soon  someone  cut  my  ankle-thongs  and  the  cords  about 
the  quilt,  also  my  arm-thongs.  The  quilt  was  twitched  from 
my  face  and  I  woe  assisted  to  my  feet  The  amphitheater 
was  full  of  the  yells  of  the  populace,  affirming  my  innocenca 
and  the  manifest  intervention  of  the  gods  in  my  behalf.  I 
ToUed  my  gaae  around  the  audience  and  sought  to  uteipiet 
tJu  demeanor  of  the  Imperial  retinue. 

Then,  as  I  gazed  at  the  En^tor,  too  far  off  for  me  t* 
make  out  his  expression,  the  yells  altered  their  qoali^. 

I  turned  round 

I  law,  running  towards  me  across  the  sand,  Agathenwrt 

Behind  him  was  an  official  in  the  robes  of  a  magistrate  I 

Behind  him  six  more  human  shapes,  four  lictors  convoyii^ 
two  bound  prisoners. 

Agathema  embraced  me  and  I  him. 
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*'StnA,''  he  bnethed,  "ve^e  got  'em  utd  nort  of  the  look 
Enough  to  cosrict  'em  and  clear  7011 1" 

Ab  ve  loosed  our  embnce  I  looked  ftt  the  appiOMchiag 
megiBtratfl. 

He  was  Flanm  Clemeiut 

Before  the  shock  of  reoognizliig  him  had  ptnad  I  foigv' 
him  entirelf . 

For  I  had  recognized  the  two  priaonen. 

Though  I  had  eeiBQ  thm  bat  onoe  and  that  hy  moonlight, 
and  that  ei^t  rears  before,  I  reoognited  the  two  dnuikan 
robbers  irtto  had  helped  vm  to  oar  couriers'  equipment  wa& 
aent  ns  off  galloping  to  Marseillea. 

Indubitably  thej  were  Carex  and  Jnncot 

While  still  numb  with  amazement  I  feU  iqion  me  <ha  cold 
gaze  of  Flavins  Clemens.  I  looked  him  full  in  the  face.  He 
was  no  less  astonished  than  I  and  I  coold  read  in  his  cxpiet* 
sioD  both  amazement  and  suspicion.  I  was  acntely  awan 
that  RaTiUanos,  by  hsTing  my  hair  and  beard  clipped,  had 
made  me  readily  recognizable  to  anyone  and  everyone  whv 
had  known  me  in  the  days  <^  my  prospMty.  I  was  ewn 
more  acutely  aware  of  the  keen  intuition  which  evNj  lorer 
feels  toward  any  actnal  or  potential  rival.  I  dreaded  that 
Clemens  not  only  recognind  me  for  myself,  bnt  had  a  glim* 
mering  inkling  as  to  why  his  suit  of  Yodia  had  twice  failed. 
Bat  he  said  nothing  except: 

'Ton  are  cleared  <d  every  impntation  in  oonnection  witii 
the  murder  of  Fompeiaoua  Falco.  Ton  are  free  to  go  when 
70Q  please." 

Agathemer  took  off  his  robe,  and  threw  it  anund  me  and 
led  me  to  a  postern.  In  the  vaulted  corridor  we  were  met 
by  Tanno,  who  embraced  me  and  eongiatulated  me,  and 
Oalen,  who  also  embraced  me  and  felicitated  ma.  Tanno 
said: 

'Wedia  kept  up  till  Agathemer  nabbed  the  criminals,  then 
■he  fainted ;  bnt  she  declares  the  faint  leliaved  her  and  that 
she  is  entirely  herself.'' 

In  (me  of  tiie  ceDs  nndor  the  hollow  of  the  amphitheater 
I  was  given  strong  vino,  all  I  wanted,  and  then  washed  wiUi 
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mrm  water  already  prepared  for  me,  and  aftoirarda  Qaa^ 
cnghlj  muEaged.     Then  I  -wu  clad  in  ganQenta  of  my  own. 

*<I  feel  lilce  myself,"  I  remarked. 

Just  then  Flarigg  Clemens  entered,  his  ezpmgiDn  entirely 
too  intelligible  for  me.     Looking  me  full  in  the  eyes  he  said : 

'Ton  have  been  passing  as  an  art-amateur  of  Qreek  an- 
cestry, under  tfae  name  of  Fhorbas,  with  the  status  of  a  slmTe. 
Before  that  yoa  were  among  the  helpers  at  the  Choraginm, 
held  as  a  sUre  belonging  to  the  ^scus,  by  the  name  of  Festns. 
It  seems  to  me  that  yon  are  no  Qre^  nor  of  Greek  blood. 
even  to  the  smallert  decree.  I  take  yoa  for  a  faU-blooded 
Soman.  I  think  I  recognize  yon.  Are  yon  not  Andivina 
Hednlio?" 

"I  am,"  I  acknowledged. 

He  sainted  me  conrteonsly  and  bade  me  a  p(ditfl  farewell 
without  any  other  word. 

Tanno  and  Galen  made  no  comment,  nor  did  Agathemer. 
They  assisted  me  out  to  Tanno's  waiting  litter.  In  it  I  was 
borne  oft  to  the  lodgings  which  I  had  occnined  eight  d«yi 
b^ore,  between  n^  two  trials.  There  I  fonnd  a  tempting 
meal  ready  for  me  and  ate  liberally.  Then  I  was  pnt  to  bed 
and  at  once  fell  into  the  deep  sleep  of  otter  ezhanstion  and 
dept  through  till  long  after  daylight  next  day. 

When  I  woke  I  fonnd  that  Dnumo  himself  was  by  n^  bed> 
side,  as  well  as  Agathemer.  They  tended  me,  washed  mc^ 
plied  me  with  wine  and  fed  me  with  dainties,  asserting  that 
Galen  had  giTsn  orders  that  I  was  on  no  aocoont  to  stir  from 
my  bed  or  sit  np  in  it. 

I  slept  again  and,  when  I  woke  early  in  the  afternoon, 
insisted  on  getting  np  and  being  dressed.  I  was  no  sooner 
dad  than  there  entered  the  apartment  a  big,  fiorid,  yoothfiil 
Pannonian  sergeant  and  foor  legionaries. 

I  was  yet  again  rearrested! 

They  led  me  away,  forbidding  Agathemer  to  ezchmge  a 
word  with  m^  or  to  follow  ns.  Throng  the  brilliant  July 
snnllght,  to  the  Great  Formn,  they  led  me,  along  its  northeast 
flank,  np  the  Steps  of  Groaning,  and  to  the  Uamertine  Prison  I 

There  I  was  handed  orer  to  four  of  the  assistants  to  the 
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PabHc  Szccvtioner.  They  stripped  me  of  tsy  tmter  gar- 
mentB,  leaving  me  naked  aoept  for  m;  tonic.  Then  thef 
haled  me  to  the  trap-door,  lifted  the  trap,  passed  ropes  under 
my  annpits  and  lowered  me  into  tbe  dreaded  lower  dangem, 
the  horrible  TnUiannml 
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GLOOUT  as  is  the  opper  cell  of  flie  UimertiBe  Ptisoil 
tiiere  is  light  enoogh  tiiere  for  my  eyes  to  have  bea 
utterly  blinded  by  it  aa  I  was  lowered  into  the  Mad  pit 
beneath.  I  saw  nothing  in  the  brief  period  while  I  was  being 
let  down,  while  tbe  ropes  were  being  drawn  up,  while  the' 
trap-door  was  shut  down  and  fitted  into  phce.  Thai  I  was 
in  the  pitchest  datkness,  into  whicji  no  ray,  no  glimmer  of 
light  could  penetrate.  I  saw  nothing  whatever,  yet  I  seemed 
to  feel  a  presence,  seemed  to  hear  a  faint  footfall,  seemed  to 
be  aware  of  another  homan  bedng  standing  dose  to  me.  ^ea 
I  heard  a  deep,  resonant,  healil^,  pleasant-eonnding  Toiek 
ask: 

*^rDther  in  misfortone,  wlio  are  yonf 

I  was  past  any  impulse  towards  dissimnlation  or  any  belief 
tat  its  ntilitT. 

*^  am  Andivine  Hednlio." 

*nr6a  are?"  the  big,  cheerfol  male  voice  exclaimed.  Ton 
reaDyaref  Yon  amaze  met  I  am  Galvim  CrispimlliiB,  lately 
and  for  many  a  year  King  of  the  Highwaymen  1  Give  me 
your  hand  I" 

Now,  whatever  distaste  I  felt  for  giving  my  hand  to  such 
a  criminal,  however  great  was  my  repugnance,  however  ntterly 
I  felt  myEelf  lost,  however  certain  I  was  of  the  inevitsblo 
doom  hanging  over  me,  however  ^ort  a  respite  I  anticipated 
before  my  inescapable  death,  I  was  not  fool  enongb  to  antago- 
nize my  companion  in  misery,  presomaU;  a  poweifol  ud 
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foodonf  brata.  I  bdd  oat  my  hand.  His  gnaped  it.  Mine 
nttumed  the  grip. 

*'Coiiie  this  -wwy  I"  he  Mid.  'Thia  pit  is  dunp  and  duiij, 
bat  even  here  «  bed  of  atale  •tnw  is  better  tluu  the  rode 
floor  or  the  patches  of  mad  on  it  or  the  heaps  of  filth.  I 
know  every  inch  of  this  hole  and  I  know  the  least  anoom- 
fortable  phce  to  sit    Come  along  r 

He  goided  me  in  the  atter  blacdmeas  to  a  pile  of  danqt 
itiaw.    On  it  we  sat  down,  half  reclining. 

*^  yon  tie  thirsty,"  he  said,  "I  can  gaide  yoa  to  the  well. 
There  is  a  spring  in  here  and  plenty  of  good  water." 

1  thank  yon,"  I  said.  '^  shall  be  thirsty  enon^  before 
lug.  Jnat  now  I  am  &r  more  interested  to  hear  bow  yoa 
came  hen.    Nobody  believsd  that  yoa  woold  ever  be  cangfat* 

'^0  more  did  1 1"  he  ejacalated.  '^  had  so  easily  defied 
the  atmost  efforts  of  the  goTemmeat  and  officials  onder 
Anrelios,  of  the  incompetents  under  Commodoa,  of  hit 
nnnted  Highway  Constobolary;  had  so  praspered,  had  ao 
come  and  gone  as  I  pleased  and  robbed  whom  I  pteased  &an 
'the  Po  to  the  Straita,  that  Z  thought  oo  man  ooold  by  for 
me  any  snare  I  could  not  foreeee,  thought  myself  impeccably 
waiy  and  {nescient,  though  I  had  always  taken  and  wonld 
always  take  all  oecessary  precaations. 

"Bat  I  was  a  fo(4.  I  comprehended  Anrelios  and  Com- 
modos  snd  thrir  nugistrates  and  officials  and  constaholary; 
I  was  ri^t  in  fearing  nothing  from  Fertinax  and  Julianas; 
but  I  was  an  ass  to  think  I  coald  cope  with  Septimios  Ser- 
enis.  That  man  is  deeper  than  the  de^Mst  abyss  ot  mid- 
ooeanl 

«I  thoogfat  I  was  certain  of  months  of  disorder,  confnakn 
and  laxity  in  which  I  could  go  where  I  pleased,  act  as  I 
pleased,  gamer  a  rich  barreet  and  escape  anscathed.  Do 
yoa  know,  before  he  had  left  Aquileia,  perhaps  before  he  had 
passed  the  Alps,  possibly  before  he  bad  set  oat  from  Sabaris, 
that  man  had  despatched  not  one  but  a  dozen  detachments 
to  ascertain  my  whereabonts,  consider  how  best  to  take  me 
unawares,  lie  in  wait  for  me,  nab  me  and  hant  down  my 
bonds.    I  believe  be  had  thouj^t  out,  far  back  in  that  head 
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tt  his,  long  before  Pertiiuti  was  morderad,  periiaps  eren  long 
fatfore  Cominodiu  died,  e^erj  meaenre  be  wooM  initiate  U 
he  became  Emperor,  down  to  the  smaUert  detaiL  He  had 
■U  his  plans  framed  and  thonght  oat,  111  wager  I 

"His  etnisBories  veie  no  fools  1  They,  first  among  those 
despatched  against  me,  knew  their  business.  I  was  trapped 
near  Seotinum,  on  the  Ealoidg  of  this  month.  Never  mind 
how;  evoi  in  this  plight  I'm  ashamed  of  it.  They  joit 
missed  nabbing  Felii  Bulla  along  with  me.  Bnt  he  got  away 
that  time.  And  I  prophesy  that  now  he  is  warned  of  hia 
danger  and  knows  the  devemns  of  tiie  men  on  his  trail,  bVU 
show  himself  yet  cleverer.  He  is  a  nuurel,  is  Felix  Bulla, 
and  promises  to  ontdo  even  my  record." 

He  broke  off,  breathing  audibly. 

"By  the  way,"  he  went  on,  "are  yon  hungry  P  I  have  part 
of  a  loaf  of  bread  in  here,  not  yet  stale  and  no  dampn  than 
it  most  get  in  this  foul  air.  It  hasn't  fallen  on  Uie  floor. 
If  s  eatable." 

"Ill  be  hungry  mougfa  before  long,"  I  replied,  "but  I  am 
not  hungry  now.  I  had  eaten  all  I  wanted  and  of  the  beat 
JQSt  before  I  was  haled  here." 

"Speak  when  yon  want  any,"  he  said.  "It  will  be  share 
and  share  alike  here  for  us  tUl  they  cmne  to  finish  us. 

"And  now,  tell  me  about  yoursdf.  I  hare  always  been 
curious  about  you.  I  heard  all  about  you  when  you  first  got 
into  trouble  and  I  was  told  that  the  official  report  of  your 
death  was  flctitions,  invented  by  underlings  too  dnmsy  to 
capture  you  and  feuful  of  the  consequences  of  thdr  incom- 
petaice.  Also  I  heard  unimpeachable  testimony  that  yon 
were  alive  later  and  had  been  seal  in  Borne  with  Matemus 
and  outside  Bome,  the  next  summer,  with  the  mutineen 
from  Britain.  I  have  often  wondered  how  yon  got  into  sudi 
company.    Tell  me  how  you  came  to  be  with  Matemus." 

I  saw  no  utility  in  any  further  dissimulation  of  anything 
or  in  any  reticence;  I  b^an  with  our  q>ringtime  stay  at  the 
farm  in  the  mountains,  and  told  my  story  in  detail,  from 
Hiat  hour. 

When  I  came  to  my  visit,  along  with  Uatemua,  to  tho 
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Temide  of  Hercnr;  and  moitioiied  liow  Mat«niai  bad  mmtd 
me  tlukt  we  were  being  watched,  and  how  I  bad  shot  one 
gknce  towards  the  waters  and  had  recognized  one  of  tbem, 
he  interrupted  me  and,  without  enquiring  where  I  had  seen 
him  bdore,  asked  for  a  deKription  of  the  watcher  I  had 
ncc^nized-    I  gave  it  aa  well  as  I  could  and  be  said : 

"That  was  my  brother,  Uarcus  Qalvios  CriepiniUui,  now 
dead.  It  was  he  who  told  me  that  he  had  aeen  joa  wiUi 
ICatemuB.     Go  on," 

Again,  when  I  Q>oke  of  recognizing  Crifipinillna  by  the 
vajside  as  I  paued  with  the  mutineers  he  intaijected : 

"Yes,  he  told  me  he  saw  jron  theie." 

And  later,  when  I  spoke  of  being  found  with  Agathcmer 
after  the  massacre,  separated  from  him  and  led  c^  to  the 
trgastvJum  at  Nuceria  he  remarked: 

"I  can't  conceive  how  my  brother  missed  yon.  Kor  could 
Jia.  He  looked  for  you  amoDg  the  corpses  and  went  onr 
the  snrviYors  twice  in  search  of  you." 

"I  did  not  see  him  after  the  massacre,"  I  declared. 

"Mercory  protected  you,"  was  his  comment 

When  I  finiflhed  the  story  of  my  giving  warning  of  the 
^t  in  the  erffostuivm  at  Nuceria  I  paused. 

"Oo  on,  lad  I"  he  urgsd.  Tou  have  had  adTGntntes  and 
70a  narrate  than  tellingly." 

I  hesitated  and  then,  utterly  reckleaa,  I  blurted  out : 

"If  I  am  to  go  on  witti  my  story  you  might  as  w^  know 
right  now,  that  I  am  not  only  Andiviua  Hedolio,  but  also 
Felix  the  Horse- Wrangler." 

Sx  swore  a  great  oatb. 

"Boy  1"  he  cried,  *^  love  you  1  I  have  admired  yon  ainca 
I  listened  to  Bulla's  account  of  his  one  failure.  At  first  I 
vas  furious  at  your  having  spoiled  the  beet  plan  I  ever  laid 
and  the  moat  brilliant  chance  I  ever  had,  at  your  preventing 
me  from  making  the  faiggast  baol  of  boo^  I  ever  had  hopes 
of.  But,  as  years  passed,  my  tesentment  baa  abated  and 
my  admiration  has  warmed.  I  bear  yon  no  grudge.  I  have 
often  thought  I  should  like  to  meet  yon  and  find  out  why  oa 
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earth  yon  desired  to  thwart  me  and  how  yoti  maiuged  to  do 
it    QoonI    Tell  me  the  Ksf* 

I  reanmed  mj  tale. 

When  I  came  to  m;  outlook  from  the  crag  and  explained 
my  former  acqaaintance  vith  Tedia  he  intermpted. 

"Of  course,  if  yon  knev  the  lady  and  she  was  an  old 
flame  of  yonrH,  I  don't  wonder  that  yon  intervened  to  sare 
her.  My  lads  were  so  rough  and  fierce-lookiag  that  th^ 
had  a  worse  reputation  than  they  deserved.  When  they  cap- 
tured prisoners  rich  enough  to  pay  any  profitable  ransom 
tiiey  treated  them  with  the  most  scrupoloua  deference.  Busi- 
ness is  business  and  we  were  not  brigauds  for  fun,  tmt  tat 
profit.  Also  they  all  dreaded  me  and  my  orders  were  explidfe 
and  emphatic.  Yonr  sweetheart  would  have  been  as  re* 
epected  with  them  as  in  her  own  home.  'But,  of  course,  yon 
couldn't  feel  that  way.    Go  on  with  yonr  story." 

t  demurred,  asserting  that  I  felt  sleepy.  He  assented  and 
we  composed  ourselves  on  the  straw.  How  long  I  slept  or 
when  I  wakened  I  do  not  know :  I  was  roused  by  the  opening 
of  the  trap-door  and  by  the  light  which  entered  from  above. 
Food  was  lowered  to  us;  pork-stew,  still  warm,  in  a  two- 
handled,  wide-monthed  jng;  bread ;  olives,  not  wholly  spoiled; 
and  a  small  kidskin  of  thin,  sour  wine,  Galvius  received 
the  dole  and  safeguarded  the  containers:  the  ropes  were 
drawn  up,  the  trap-door  reset  and  we  were  ^;ain  in  utter 
darkness. 

To  my  astonishment  I  felt  entirely  myself  and  very  hungry. 
We  drank  and  ate  deliberately  and  again  drank.  Galvioa 
was  a  careful  husbander  of  the  wine,  and  we  drank  mostly 
water  from  the  spring. 

Afterwards,  nestled  in  the  not  unendorably  damp  straw, 
diilly,  but  not  shivering,  we  sat  or  lay  aide  by  side  and  h» 
urged  me  to  continue  my  story.  I  began  where  I  had  left 
Of^  and,  going  into  the  Hmallest  details,  brought  my  historf 
down  to  the  hour  of  my  consignment  to  our  dungeon. 

When  I  paused  he  sighed,  but  not  gloomily. 

Tod  have  had  marvellous  adventures,"  be  said,  "and  map* 
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tcUoos  Inck,  both  good  and  btd.  I  knew  that  MarcU  had 
bdonged  to  youx  nncle.  I  wu  iniormed  of  the  existence  of 
Dncconioe  Furfur,  of  his  likeness  to  Commodos,  of  his  pres- 
aice  in  the  Falac«,  of  his  utilization  as  a  dmmny  Empemr, 
to  set  Conunodm  free  to  masquerade  as  Pains,  and  I  heard 
that  he  had  been  jtmx  neighbor. 

'^ow  go  back,  begin  jour  tale  at  the  beginning.  Tell  me 
<rf  joor  getting  into  trouble  at  the  first,  of  bow  yon  escaped 
in  the  first  place.  I  have  often  wondered  how  70a  main 
aged  it" 

"(JiTe  me  a  respite,"  I  demurred,  "my  voice  is  tired.  It 
b  TOUT  turn  to  talk.  Tell  me  how  you  learned  abont  Dao- 
coniuB  Furfur  and  about  Commodus  masquerading  as  Falua 
and  about  Marcia." 

"Why,"  be  said,  "I  had  friends  in  one  or  more  towns  when 
I  first  took  to  the  woods.  Iliey  gave  me  tips  that  hdped 
me  to  make  fine  hauls  on  the  highways.  As  I  prospered  I 
made  more  friends ;  they  helped  me  and  my  growing  success 
gained  more,  till  I  had  ftiends  in  every  town  in  Italy  and 
in  Bome  itself  and  an  organised  serrice  of  road-messengers. 
Why,  Imperial  couriers  ottva  carried  letters  and  packcfta, 
destined  for  me,  fran  one  town  to  another,  or  even  caiTied 
onward  letters  from  me  to  distant  friends  or  parcels  of  my 
boo^. 

"In  Bome  ita^  I  had  many  agents  and  chiefly  my  sister, 
Oalria  Crispimlla,  a  professional  procuress  and  poisoner, 
who  knew  the  worst  secrets  of  the  lives  of  all  Bome's  wealthy 
and  noble  debauchees,  and  our  brother,  Marcus  Galvius  Cri»- 
pinillus,  a  profeasional  informer  and  a  valued  member  of 
the  Imperial  Secret  Service.  I  never  knew  why  he  had  a 
spite  against  you,  but  be  had  and  it  was  false  information 
given  by  him  that  caused  your  proscription  and  ruin  and 
thrust  you  into  your  years  of  misery.  I  always  felt  that 
jou  did  not  deserve  what  you  have  suffered,  but  his  grudges 
were  none  of  my  business. 

"He  is  dead,  as  is  Oalvia,  for  she  kept  poison  about  her 
and  gave  a  supply  to  him  and  to  me  to  use  in  case  of  capture. 
I  was  caught  viUiout  mine,  tar  I  was  certain  that  no  daagar 
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tiiTeatenfld  me.  He  uid  abe  took  tlie  poiBon  wfaen  ibej  mm 
capture  ineritable,  u  it  will  be  for  nuwt  eril-doen  all  orer 
Uie  Empire  under  the  sva;  of  such  ft  nun  as  Septunins 
Sererus." 

He  paused  and  I  meditated  awhile,  pozsling  aa  to  hoir 
I  coold  hare  incnrred  the  vindictiTe  rancor  of  any  aecret- 
■errico  agent 

Presently  I  nid: 

Tell  me  how  you  came  to  be  King  of  the  Hi^waymen." 

'^y  boy,"  he  said,  "my  case  is  far  different  from  youn. 
Yoa  had  an  honorable  origin  and  an  honorable  past.  Nor 
were  any  of  your  adventures  discreditable  to  yon,  even  if 
some  sitaations  yon  have  been  in  were  distressing  then  and 
are  homlliating  to  remember.  Yon  have  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of  nnless  it  be  snch  a  trifling  peccadillo  as  impel* 
•onating  Salaonins  Sslinator. 

"My  origin  I  shall  never  disdoe^  not  even  to  a  brother 
in  misfortone;  Uy  life  has  been  one  long  genes  of  perjuries, 
murders,  robberies,  debaucheries  and  ruthless  cmeltieB.  I 
have  been  deaf  to  all  consideratioiiB  of  decency,  pify  and 
mercy;  as  tuunoved  by  snch  feelings  as  will  be  the  savsga 
beasts  which  spared  yon  but  will  rend  me  to  shreds.  I  am 
at  the  end  of  my  crimes ;  let  me  hide  them.  My  doom  is  at 
hand.  Why  should  I  defile  your  ears  with  the  tale  of  n^ 
atrocities?    Let  them  remain  untold." 

"You  slander  yourself,"  I  demurred.  "Yoa  cannot  make 
me  believe  that  a  man  capable  ot  condoning  my  balking  of 
yoor  great  coup  on  the  Flaminian  Highway,  capable  of  guid* 
ing  me  to  this  bed  of  straw  and  of  offering  me  a  share  of 
his  bit  of  stale  bread  can  be  ell  bad.  There  must  be  much 
in  your  past  life  less  dark  than  yoa  indicate." 

He  ruminated. 

"Frankly,"  he  said,  "I  cannot  recall  anything  I  ever  did 
at  which  a  man  like  yon  would  not  shudder.  I  have  been  a 
good  sport,  that  is  why  I  could  not  but  chuckle,  after  my 
first  wrath  cooled,  at  your  spoiling  my  great  coup,  as  yon 
call  it.  Bat,  all  my  life,  I  have  gloried  in  my  treacheries 
tod  cruelties.    I  have  bated  all  mankind  and  been  merdlBat 
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iD  foM,  it  &wy  came  into  my  pover,  and  baw  pretended 

{rietidliiLeea  I  did  sot  feel  ao  w  to  mikke  aae  of  thoee  vb* 
thou^t  me  frieudl;. 

"I  can  well  recall  only  one  hanum  being  I  really  loved: 
n^  wife.  She  haA  her  weak  points,  for  abe  waa  a  de^iaer 
of  the  godfi,  mocking  all  leligion  and  addicted  to  some  con- 
temptible Syrian  cult  of  superstition  and  pnerilitias.  But 
I  loved  her  in  spite  of  that  failing,  for,  in  every  other  way, 
she  was  a  paragon.  She  ia  dead  now  aiid  spared  the  agoniea 
ahe  would  have  anfleied  at  my  capture  and  fate.  Our  two 
danghtera  are  safe;  both  healthy,  both  with  the  full  atatas 
of  citizens  of  the  Bepublic,  both  well  {wovided  with  poaees- 
sioQB,  each  married  to  a  good,  reliable  husband,  though  tiie 
younger  is  almost  too  young  to  be  a  wife.  I  &sl  at  peace 
about  them. 

"I  really  loved  my  wife  and  in  a  way,  hu*  two  girla.  But, 
except  for  them,  I  have  cheated,  ensnared,  robbed  aad  killed 
without  pi^  or  remorse." 

"You  have  no  regrets?"  I  qoaried. 

"No  remorse,"  he  ccHxectsd  toe.  "I  should  do  it  all  over 
again  if  I  were  back  as  Z  vras  when  I  took  to  brigandage. 

"Of  course  -wbUe  my  wife  was  olive  and  I  hoped  for  an 
old  age  with  her,  I  had  a  dream  of  inveatiog  ray  lavingi  in 
a  house  in  some  oat^f-the-way  town  and  in  an  estate  near  it 
and  living  at  ease  on  the  proceeds  of  my  Eobb«iea.  But 
that  was  always  for  off  in  the  futore;  I  laid  up  a  hoard  to 
make  it  possible,  bat  Z  was  never  anywhere  near  ready  to 
make  use  of  that  board.  Sow  it  has  been  divided  between 
my  daught^B,  for,  after  their  mother's  death,  I  realized  tliat 
no  life  but  brigandage  was  possible  for  me.  If  Z  had  not 
been  captured  Z  should  have  gone  on  as  Z  was,  Z  ahonld  go 
on  DOW,  could  Z  escape  and  resume  my  old  life.    I  feel  no 


"Bat  Z  fionfess  to  <me  r^et.  I  have,  all  my  life,  requited 
every  helper  and  paid  off  every  grudge.  But  one  benebctor, 
my  greatest  benefactor,  Z  have  not  repaid,  although,  when 
X  learned  of  bis  inestimable  service  to  me,  I  swore  a  great 
filth  tp  reqoite  him,  if  it  evw  was  in  my  power.    I  bava 
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Berer  been  able  to  leam  vbo  he  tu,  or  eren  vbether  h«  it 
yet  liTing.  If  be  is,  I  bate  to  die  without  requiting  him  u 
he  deeoTee,  in  m  far  as  I  mi^t 

"And  I  own  that  I  vaa  and  am  keenly  cnrionia  to  leam 
who  be  was.  The  meie  cnrioaity  gnaws  at  me.  Perhaps 
70U  onderBtand." 

'T.  do,"  I  said.  *1  also  am  extremely  cnriooB  about  ■ 
mystery  I  enconntered  in  the  earlier  part  of  my  adTentares, 
That  memory  urges  me  to  comply  with  yoor  request  for  the 
former  half  of  my  gtory." 

And,  beginning  with  my  uode's  death,  I  narrated  all  my 
eariier  adicnturee.  When  I  told  of  the  cloaked  aad  hatted 
horseman  by  the  roadside  in  the  rain,  the  day  of  the  brawl  in 
Vediamniun  and  the  affray  near  Tilla  Safaronia,  be  cut  in 

"That  was  my  brotiier,  Marcus.  He  was  detailed  to  report 
cm  your  local  feud.  Whether  be  knew  oi  yon  heUae  that, 
•wfa^her  his  que«r  spite  against  yoQ  originated  then  or  ear> 
lier,  I  don't  know.  He  took  di^ikes  and  likes  without  any 
traceable  reHaOBs.** 

Similarly,  wheai  I  told  <kF  seeing  ICarcus  Criepinillns  peer 
through  the  postern  door  of  Nemestronia's  water-garden  ha 
interjected  soma  retnaiks. 

He  ottered  admiring  crjaeulatioaa  as  I  told  of  wrestling 
with  the  leopard  on  the  terraoe  at  Nemestronia's  and  of  bow 
Agatbemer  and  I  crawled  throu^  the  drain  at  Yilla  Aur 
divia,  also  rt  my  tale  of  my  branding  and  scourging  and  of 
the  loyalty  of  Chryseroa  Fhtlargyrus. 

But,  when  I  came  to  our  discovery  of  the  but  in  the  monn- 
tains,  he  stirred  uneaaily  in  the  rustling  straw  and  muttered 
in  his  throat.  As  I  deacribed  our  winter  at  the  hut  be  became 
more  and  more  excited,  uttering  ^acnlations,  half  suppressed 
at  first,  as  if  not  to  interrupt  my  narrative,  later  louder  and 
louder. 

When  I  told  of  our  kiUing  the  five  ruffians  be  sprang  up. 

"Say  no  more !"  he  cried.  "Come  to  my  arms.  Let  me 
embrace  yon  I  Let  me  clasp  yon  close  I  You  aie  be  I  Yon 
are  my  benefactor  I    The  man  who  tella  thai  stray  in  auch 
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detail  ouBot  have  beud  it  from  another,  he  mast  have  lived 
iti  To  think  that  you  are  Felix  the  Hone-Master  and  alao 
AndiTiDB  Hednlio  and  that  joa  eared  m;  Konal  My  grati- 
tnde  cannot  be  expressed,  any  more  than  your  Berrice  to  ma 
can  be  requited.  Bat  I  shall  do  all  I  can.  The  gems  yon 
took  were  bnt  a  trifle  and  yon  were  welcome  to  them.  In 
fact,  I  nerer  misaed  than.  In  any  caee  they  were  bat  an 
installment  on  what  yoa  deeeiTed  and  now  deserre.  It  is 
not  yet  too  late  for  me  to  save  yon.  I  can  cause  your  speedy 
nlease  and  probably  yoar  complete  lehabilitatioii.  They 
have  been  keeping  me  here  in  the  hope  of  extorting  from  me 
information  which  would  enable  them  to  ferret  oat  my  con- 
federatee  in  the  towns  and  cities.  They  have  wheedled  and 
threatened,  but  hare  hesitated  to  torture  me,  since  no  one 
doubts  that  I  was,  by  origin,  a  freeman,  I  have  held  out 
and  shoald  have  held  oat,  even  if  tortured,  Now  III  nuke  a 
voluntary  confession,  enou^  to  delight  the  magistrates. 
Chiefly  I'll  emphasize  your  complete  innocence  and  my  brotlk- 
tfa  maligni^.  I'll  have  to  save  some  otbos  along  with  yoa 
and  I  shall    Bat,  to  a  certainty.  111  save  yoa  I 

"It  seems  to  ma  there  is  a  poplar-pole  somewhere  in  this 
dungecm.'' 

He  felt  about  and  presently  I  heard  a  dull  thumping,  on 
tiie  trap-door,  in  a  sort  of  rhythm,  like  the  foot-beating  oi 
spectators  at  Oscan  dances.  After  no  Umg  interval  the  tnp- 
dixtr  was  lifted;  CTi8|»nillas  called  up: 

'^ell  them  I  have  changed  my  mind.  I'll  confeaa.  FU 
make  a  full  confession.    I'll  tell  the  whole  story  I** 

The  trap-door  was  replaced  and  we  were  again  in  com- 
plete darkness. 

He  settled  himself  beeide  me  in  the  etraw. 

"No  need  to  huabaud  our  provisions  now,"  he  said.  "Natha 
of  us  will  be  left  long  in  this  hole.  Lefs  comiort  oareelves 
with  food  and  wine." 

I  felt  inclined  the  same  way  and  we  munched  and  passed 
the  kidskin  back  and  forth. 

'^ell  me,"  I  said,  "how  it  was  that  yonr  thumping  bioo^t 
nteh  a  quick  response," 
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'^  lignaUed  la  the  code  of  knocking  known  to  all  jiilera,'* 
lie  said. 

I  expressed  mj  amaz^nent  and  incredulity. 

"Don't  you  fool  yonrsdf,"  he  aaid.  'TTfaere  is  a  certain  sort 
of  mntoal  nndeTstanding  between  ezecutionera  and  joilen 
on  the  one  hand  and  criminals  on  the  other.  There  must  be 
B  give  and  take  in  all  trades,  even  between  man-hunters  and 
hunted  men.  They  were  on  the  watch  for  any  signal  I  might 
give,  if  it  really  meant  anything.  They  were  pleased  to  hear. 
Tonll  see  the  resnlta  promptly." 

In  fact,  after  no  long  interval,  the  trap-door  was  lifted 
■gain  and  a  rope  lowered,  up  which  Crispinillns  was  bidden 
to  climb. 

He  embraced  me  time  after  time,  saying  that  we  should 
never  set  eyes  on  each  other  again  and  that,  confession  or 
no  confession,  he  knew  his  doom  was  not  ^r  off;  but  he 
wanted  me,  as  long  as  I  lived,  to  remember  the  gratitude 
<^  Nona's  husband,  Ms  thankfulness  for  my  treatment  of  his 
fami^  and  his  efforts  to  requite  the  service. 

"Keep  up  a  good  heart,  lad,"  he  said.  "Ton  won't  be  long 
here  alone  in  the  dark,  and  youll  soon  be  as  coddled  and 
pampered  as  a  man  can  he.  Long  life  to  yon  and  good  luck. 
and  may  you  be  soon  married  and  raise  a  fine  family.  Peace 
of  mind  and  pioBperity  to  yon  and  yours  and  a  gieea  old 
sge  to  you  1" 

And  he  chmbed  the  rope,  hand  over  hand,  like  tiie  best 
sailor  on  Libo*s  yacht. 
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NOT  many  hours  later,  I,  sleeping  soundly  in  the  straw, 
WM  wakened  by  the  raising  of  the  trap-door.  Again 
■  rope  was  let  down.  This  time  two  of  the  Execntioner'a 
helpers  slid  down  the  dangling  rope.    They  addressed  nn 
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most  deferaitiaUy  and  uked  permudon  to  prepare  me  to 
be  hauled  up,  thereupon  adjnetang  the  ropee  about  me. 

In  the  upper  chamber  of  the  prison  I  wa8  nibbed  down 
and  clothed  in  the  best  sort  of  tunic,  diod  with  the  oae- 
monial  boots  of  a  nobleman  and  wrapped  in  a  nobleman'a 
outer  garments.  Then  I  wae  led  oS  to  the  nearest  point  to 
which  a  litter  may  approach  the  Memertine  FriaoQ.  The 
brilliant  sunraja  blinded  me  and  the  ai^t  of  Bome  in  ttw 
glory  of  a  mellow  July  aftenuKoi  brought  the  tears  to  my 
eyes  and  made  me  gulp  and  gwallov.  But  the  teara  did  not 
blind  me  too  much  to  recogniae  Imperial  liTerioe  on  the 
litter-bearers  and  ronners  and  intendant.  I  was  obsequiously 
invited  to  enter  the  litter,  the  panels  were  slid,  the  curtaiju 
drawn,  and  the  bearers  set  o9.  They  carried  me  to  the 
FaUcel 

There  I  was  received  hj  the  new  Chamberlain  in  peiBoo, 
to  be  sure  with  four  armed  guardsmen  accompanying  him, 
but  himself  as  deferential  as  possible.  By  him  I  was  con- 
ducted to  a  luxurious  apartment,  consisting  of  a  large  ante- 
room, a  private  library,  a  private  iridinium,  a  private  bath- 
room, and  two  bedrooms,  all  famished  with  the  most  lavish 
sbnndaDce  and  in  perfect  taste. 

I  found  a  small  regimoit  of  servants  to  ™'"'»*'j>''  to  ii^ 
wants;  a  valet,  a  masseur,  a  co<d[,  waiters,  errand-pages,  a 
reader  and  yet  others.  I  could  have  anything  I  asked  for  in 
that  apartment,  bat  a  goard  at  its  oator  door  saw  to  it  that 
I  remained  in  it. 

Theie  I  was  bathed,  massaged,  obsequiously  asked  what 
dainties  and  wines  I  preferred,  supplied  with  all  I  suggested 
and  clothed  in  garments  to  my  liking;  huge  heaps  of  togas, 
mantles,  wraps,  tunics  and  shoes  being  brought  in  for  me 
to  choose  from.  There  I  spent  some  comfortable  days,  keep- 
ing much,  having  myself  read  to>  mostly  from  the  private 
letters  of  the  Emperors,  and  from  the  Anticatones  of  the 
Divine  Julius ;  and,  from  the  balcony  of  the  ante-room  enjoy- 
ing the  splendid  view  southirostwards,  over  the  Circus  Mud- 
mus,  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Tiber  and  the  Campagoa,  for 
ay  apartment  was  on  that  aide  of  the  Palace  and  hi^  iqk 
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When  I  asked  if  I  might  despatch  letters  to  m;  frimde  I 
vaa  told  that  the  Emperor  had  given  orders  that  I  was  to 
commtinicate  with  no  one  and  no  one  Titfa  me.  I  worried 
over  Yedia's  anxiety  and  almost  as  nntdi  over  the  probalil« 
disquiet  of  Agathemer,  Tanno  and  even  of  Oal«n.  But  I  ma 
helpless  and  endeaTored  to  be  calm.  I  was  certainly  com- 
fortable and  hopeful,  thon^  impatiait. 

At  last,  after  six  days  of  this  Inxnriont  imprisonment,  on 
the  day  before  the  Ides  of  Jnly,  eometime  before  noon,  my 
apartment  was  entered  by  Jnvaalis  himulf  in  the  full 
regalia  of  Prefect  of  the  Palace.  He  greeted  me  deferens 
tially  and  was  most  ropectfoL  He  informed  me  that  th« 
Emperor  desired  an  interview  witii  me  and  through  him  cos* 
v^ed  to  me  his  regrete  that  it  had  had  to  be  postponed  so  long 
and  that  I  had  been  so  long  kept  in  confloemest  and  seclusion. 
He  had  now  come  to  coodnct  me  to  the  Emperor,  who  was  at 
last  free  to  q>end  with  me  an  hoar  or  more.  Wbea  my  vakt 
had  made  me  comfortable  and  had  prepared  me  for  my  pri- 
vate audirace,  Jnvenalis  escorted  me  to  the  upper  private 
audience-hall,  a  chamber  spacious  and  magnificent,  tbou^ 
somewhat  smaller  than  the  lower  private  audience^hall  and 
far  smaller  than  the  great  hall  for  public  audiences  or  the 
vast  throne-room. 

I  followed  JaTenalis  along  the  corridors,  elated  by  mj 
nobleman's  attire,  but  nervous  at  the  pro^>ect  of  coming 
face  to  face  with  the  master  of  Borne  and  Italy,  with  the 
prospective  (as  be  tamed  out  to  be  in  fact)  master  of  the 
world. 

I  was  uehered  in  and  Juvenalia  withdrew,  shutting  the  door 
and  leaving  me  alone  with  the  great  man.  He  rose  from  hie 
chair,  for  it  conld  not  be  called  a  tiirone,  took  a  step  or  two 
towards  me  snd  greeted  me  off^Iy,  as  one  nobleman  anotheo^ 
He  bade  me  be  seated,  did  not  sit  down  himself  ontil  I  had 
taken  the  chair  he  indicated ;  then  he  settled  himself  delib- 
erately. 

We  eyed  each  other,  in  silence.  I  cannot  conjecture  irfiat 
be  thought  of  me^  bnt  I  can  neret  forget  the  impreasiim  mad* 
Mime  by  him. 
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He  wore  the  Imperial  robes  conacioafll;.  I  had  often  noted 
bov  CommodoB  wore  his  without  thooght,  as  any  fiaherman 
Tears  bis  rags.  Serams  was  aware  of  his  r^olis,  and  eepe- 
dall;  of  the  sky-bine  shoes  with  the  Imperial  Eagles  embroi- 
dered on  them  in  gold  thread.  He  looked  a  man  in  the  best 
of  health,  completely  fit  for  a  frontier  command,  for  open 
campaigning,  full  of  BUiplns  energy,  hard-muaded,  spare  and 
enduring.  Also  he  looked  as  competent,  discerning,  clear- 
beaded  and  ruthless  as  a  man  conld  be.  Uost  of  all  I  diag- 
nosed him  as  economical  of  himself,  of  his  men  and  of  his 
possessions,  especially  of  cash;  as  swayed  by  self-interest 
alone,  as  flinty-hearted ;  yet  as  capable  of  kindliness  when  it 
did  not  interfere  with  bis  plans  and  was  not  too  ezpensire. 

I  waited  in  silence  for  him  to  speak.    He  said: 

"I  am  a  very  bnsy  man,  even  far  too  bosy.  Commodoa 
left  the  treasury  empty  and  every  department  of  the  govern- 
ment inefficient.  Fertinaz  refilled  the  treasury,  but  his  at- 
tempts at  reorganization  merely  disorganized  eveiything  and 
prepared  for  ^e  general  confiuion  which  came  about  undn' 
Jalianus.  With  insufficient  funds  I  must  fill  the  Treasary, 
reorganize  the  whole  gOTemmental  machinery,  get  it  to  work- 
ing dependably  and  smoothly,  and  at  the  same  time  prepare 
for  a  civil  war  which  I  hope  to  win,  but  of  which  I  can 
foretell  the  ontcome  no  better  than  conld  the  Divine  Julius 
be  sure  of  the  outcome  of  his  when  he  crossed  the  Bubicon. 
Amid  all  theee  cares  and  occupations  I  most  keep  fit  and 
must  do  all  I  can  to  win  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all 
classes  by  rectifying,  as  far  as  I  may,  the  consequences  of 
the  ioattenticm  of  my  predecessors  and  of  the  knavery  and 
venality  of  th^  subordinates.  And  I  must  hurry  off  to 
deal  with  Feeceonios  Niger,  ^o  is  no  mean  antagonist.  Al- 
togetiier  I  have  no  time  for  trifles. 

"But  I  do  not  reckon  your  case  as  a  trifle^  though  the  safety 
of  the  Bepublic  by  no  means  hinges  on  it.  And  I  am  more 
interested  in  yon  than  in  any  one  individual  outside  of  my 
family  and  connections.  I  have  never  heard  of  a  man 
brou^t  so  near  death,  so  mined,  but  for  the  singular  favor 
of  the  go^  so  utterly  and  so  hopelessly  mined,  subjected  ii 
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sndi  dangers  and  miseries,  ao  btsdeflely,  by  tach  maleTolsot 
jnisrepresentations  and  fabrications.  You  deserve  to  Iw 
recompensed.  You  shall  be.  And  besides  tiw  merits  of  your 
case  I  am  curious  about  yoa. 

'^ou  must  be  curious  yourself.  I 

"When  I  foresaw  that  I  was  likely  to  be  acclaimed  Em* 
peror  by  my  soldiers  and  welcomed  by  the  Senate  as  Princa 
of  the  Republic,  I  set  on  foot  various  measures  certain  to 
benefit  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Empire.  Especially  I 
made  an  efFort  to  abolish  or  at  least  curb  the  banditry,  brig- 
andage and  outlawry  which  corrupts  the  entire  rural  popa- 
latioD  of  Italy  and  is  a  national  diagrace.  I  was  succesoFnl 
in  so  fsr  as  that  my  emissaries  broke  up  most  of  the  bands 
of  outlaws  and  captured  many  of  them,  particularly  the  moat 
famous  of  all,  known  as  the  King  of  the  Hi^waymoL 

"I  bad  made  sure  to  have  secret  agents  watching  all  my 
emissaries,  on  whatever  errand  I  had  sent  them.  Thees 
secret  agents  reported  that  powerful  inflnences  were  at  work 
to  bring  about  the  escape  of  this  arch-criminaL  I  set  reli- 
able  men  to  find  out  what  those  influences  were.  Their  in* 
veetigationB  led  straight  to  llannis  Qalvins  CrispiniUns,  s 
life-long  mraiber  of  the  Imperial  secret  service,  universally 
known  u  a  jwofessioDal  informer,  yet  considered  second  to 
no  man  in  the  secret  service  as  to  usefulness  and  reliability, 
the  only  man  among  the  spies  of  Commodus  who  bad  beoi 
trusted  and  retained  by  Pertinaz  and  Julianus,  the  very  man 
whom  my  relations  in  Bome,  who  had  kept  me  posted  as  to 
conditions  here,  had  represraited  as  most  likely  to  be  depend- 
able and  serviceable.  I  ordered  him  apprehended  but  he  and 
his  despicable  sister,  Galvia  CrispinUIa,  escaped  arrest  t^' 
taking  some  of  her  poison.  Their  papers  were  seized,  but 
BO  huge  was  the  mass  of  them  and  bo  great  their  confusion 
that  they  could  not  be  put  in  order  and  their  aeciets  utilized 
at  once.  So  sluggishly  did  their  unravelling  proceed  tha^ 
although  it  was  manifest  at  once  that  the  precious  pair  hod 
been  agents  in  Bome  for  the  King  of  the  Highwaymen,  had 
marketed  for  him  his  booty,  bad  kept  up  on  almost  iaHf 
correspondence  with  him,  had  warned  him  of  all  facts  ai^ 
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moon  likely  to  affect  him,  had  maintained  «  hi^y  oigan- 
iaed  and  cleverly  cODcealed  ejetem  of  Becret  agents  and  road- 
■Muaigen  for  hia  benefit  and  theirs ;  yet,  until  his  Tolontary 
confession,  neither  I  nor  anyone  elw  concerned  had  the 
slightest  inkling  that  the  King  of  the  Highwaymen  was 
named  Cains  OalriiiB  CrispiniUaB  and  was  a  fall  brother  to 
the  procuresa  and  poisoner  and  the  profesaicnial  spyj  whc  bad 
committed  suicide  to  escape  retribution  for  their  villainies. 
.Until  his  confeseioa  was  brought  to  my  attention  I  bad 
equally  no  inkling  that  all  relevant  aspersicms  upon  yon  had 
originated  with  or  been  transmitted  by  Marcos  Qalvina  Cris- 
pinilluB. 

'The  case  against  yon,  on  the  basis  of  the  papers  filed  at 
Becret  Service  Headquarters,  was  most  daimiatory.  Yon 
ware  represented  to  have  been  the  man  who  bad  su^eated  to 
Signatius  C^ito  the  formation  of  hia  conspiracy  against 
CuomoduB ;  and  to  have  planned  for  him  the  incloaion  in  it 
of  all  undetected  surTivorB  of  the  mcanberB  of  Locilla's  abor- 
tive conspiracy  of  the  year  before;  to  hare  offered  yonrseU 
u  the  most  likely  man  to  succeed  in  assassinating  Commodos, 
as  he  held  yon  in  high  regard  for  some  e^qjloit  in  some  road- 
side affray  in  Sabinum ;  to  have  pretended  illnees  as  a  cloak 
for  yonr  machinations.  Then  it  was  represented,  circnm* 
stantially,  that,  after  the  detection  and  foiling  of  Capito's 
conspiracy,  you  had  taken  ahip  for  Spain,  made  yonr  way 
to  the  camp  of  the  rebel,  llatemus,  won  hie  confidence,  sng- 
gested  to  him  the  idea  of  a  secret  march  on  Borne,  of  the 
assassination  of  Commodus  during  the  Feetival  of  Cybele, 
planned  for  bim  the  details  of  that  secret  march,  uanaged 
it  for  him  and  come  all  the  way  from  Spain  to  B(Hoe  with 

"When  his  att«npt  failed,  yon,  alone  among  his  bendimen, 
escaped.  Ton  then,  acowding  to  the  rqurts,  went  etrai^t 
to  Britain,  visited  every  important  map,  infused  into  the 
garrisons  the  e|Hrit  of  diaoontent,  engineered  their  mutiny, 
raggested  to  them  the  saiding  of  a  dangerously  large  d^pnta- 
tlon  to  Borne,  led  that  deputation  and  were  its  contr^ling 
spirit  all  the  way  to  Bome,  vanishing  sacoeeafnllf  when  the 


SEVERU9  0W 

I  were  induced  bj  Oleaadw  to  letoni  to  Britsii^ 
«nd  their  osBociAtefl,  hj  iaa  derioe,  irere  muBScred  or  con* 
mgD9A  to  ergastuia. 

"With  such  reports  in  my  hands,  with  additions  declaring 
that  while  neither  jour  preacnce  nor  your  infloence  conld 
be  proved,  yon  were  probably  the  guiding  spirit  in  the  asAW- 
■iiiatioQ  of  PMinaz,  it  is  no  wonder  that  I,  crediting  these 
apparently  smcere  and  trustworthy  etatemeats,  coosidered 
you  the  most  dangerous  among  all  the  surrivors  of  conapin- 
cies  against  my  predecessiHv,  which  couspirstois,  on  principle^ 
I  meant  to  exterminate  as  an  obvious  measure  of  mere  sen- 
fiUe  precautioii. 

"No  one  seems  to  have  recognised  yoa  as  Andivius  HeduUo 
vbile  yoa  were  in  the  serrice  of  Fompeianus  Faico  under  the 
same  of  Fhorbas,  except  only  Oalen,  who  has  explained  and 
jostified  to  me  his  reasons  for  protecting  you,  of  which  X 
entirely  aj^rove.  He  did  well.  As  Fhorbas  I  heard  of  yon 
flnt,  when  it  waa  lepiesented  to  me  that  yon  had  murdered 
jour  late  master  and  been  cleared  by  that  indulgent  humani- 
tarian, Lollius  Corbulo;  that  the  case  was  a  moet  fLagrant 
miscarriage  of  justice  and  that  such  slackness  would  breed  a 
crop  of  such  murders  unless  temptation  was  counteracted  by 
■ererity.  I  then  directed  Caasius  BaTillanus  to  deal  with  yoa, 
for  I  trusted  hisL 

"When,  in  the  arena  of  the  Colosseom,  I  saw  the  savage 
ravening  beasts  not  only  spare  yon  bnt  ^wn  on  yon,  I  felt 
sore  that  yon  had  been  falsely  oonvicted,  that  yoa  were  inno- 
cent and  that  the  gods  had  intervened  to  save  yoa.  Later, 
when  I  heard  the  cries  of  'Festus'  and  they  were  eqilained 
to  me,  I  was  doubly  incensed  against  yoa.  That  no  beast 
voiild  tonch  yoa,  even  when  bound  and  yoar  face  covered, 
convinced  me  of  your  complete  innocence. 

"Thereupon,  after  I  had  ordered  you  released,  I  hod  tamed 
my  attention  again  to  the  spectacle  of  the  games  in  the  arena, 
Iffomising  myself  an  interview  widi  yoa  later,  for  I  was 
Intensely  earioos  about  yotL  Bnt,  that  very  day,  before 
dark,  Flavius  Clemens  craved  a  brief  private  audience  with 
ton  and  informed  me  that  he  had  recognized  yoa  as  Andinnt 
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^dnlio  and  that  700  had  confeaaed  jonr  identi^.    I  ordeorad 

70a  at  0DC8  into  the  Tulliannm,  pending  mj  dedaioii  as  to 
how  to  wring  from  yon  a  complete  discloBure  of  yonr  villainiM 
and  accomplices  before  patting  70a  to  death. 

"Then,  to  my  amazement,  the  confession  of  the  King  of 
the  Highwaymen  represented  yoo  as  a  wholly  innocent  man, 
incredibly  slandered  and  calumniated,  and  all  by  Harem 
Galvins  CrispinillnB,  why  and  for  what  end  was  unknown. 

"I  at  once  ordered  yon  released  and  bron^t  to  the  Palace. 
Here  I  have  kept  yon  in  unmerited  confinement  nntil  the 
papers  of  yonr  tradncer  conld  be  sifted  and  I  conld  go  over 
those  relevant  to  your  case.  Manifestly  you  never  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  inciting  any  conspiracy  or  any  march  on 
Borne.  Alt  aspersions  on  you  were  invented  by  Crispinillaa. 
I  am  inexpressibly  curious  about  yon.  I  want  yon  to  teU 
me  yonr  sfoiy  in  your  own  way,  in  detail,  taking  yonr  time. 
In  particular  I  want  to  learn  how  yon  came  to  be  with 
Matemus  and  later  with  the  mutineers  from  Britain.  I  am 
at  leisure  to  barken." 

He  had  put  me  entirely  at  my  ease.  Manifestly  he  wanted 
to  hear  my  story,  was  in  tiie  mood  to  listen,  and  rather  ^oyed 
the  respite  from  care  which  this  carefully  arranged  interval 
of  leisure  gave  him.  I  felt  emboldened  and  be^an  with  an 
etplanation  of  the  feud  between  the  Satronians  and  the 
Yedians,  of  the  lawsuit  between  Ducconius  Furfur  and  my 
nncle,  and  of  his  purchase  of  Marcia  from  TTmrnidias  Quad- 
Tatos  and  his  manumission  of  her. 

After  these  preliminaries  I  l&nnched  into  my  story.  He 
listened  attentively  and  vrith  every  indication  of  lively  intei^ 
est,  with  few  interruptions.  Once  he  clapped  for  his  pagea 
and  had  in  snow-cooled  vrine  to  refresh  me  and  soothe  my 
throat.  Upon  my  account  of  my  wrestle  vrith  Nemestronia's 
leopard  he  cut  in  with  a  series  of  questions  as  to  my  power 
over  animals.  When  I  came  to  my  encounter  vrith  Pescen- 
niuB  Xiger  he  was  keenly  interested,  as  in  my  report  of  his 
reputation  in  Marseilles,  according  to  Doris,  and  uttered 
one  or  two  remarks.  OUterwise  he  was  apparently  absorbed 
in  my  narrative. 
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Wbttn  it  ma  over  he  said : 

"I  b^eye  you,  yaai  sbotj  Bounds  trne;  sll  of  it  Toa 
"bin  had  amazing  adTenturee  and  haTe  escaped  alive  mani- 
festly by  the  special  favor  of  the  immortal  gods,  particulaTly 
of  Uercnry.  Like  you,  I  pay  special  attention  to  winning 
and  keeping  the  favor  of  Kercniy,  though,  of  course  for  lae, 
as  for  all  soldiers,  Uithraa  is  the  most  important  god. 

"Yoa  may  be  very  sure  that  I  shall,  as  far  as  may  be, 
provide  that  no  iofonner  or  secret-aervice  agent  can  ever 
again  succeed  in  gaining  credence  for  baseless  fabrications, 
such  as  those  from  which  you  have  enffered.  I  ahall  endeavor 
to  have  it  arranged  that  r^wrts  of  any  one  agent  be  checked 
up  by  reports  of  another,  the  two  being  wholly  unknown  to 
each  other.  Thus  no  man  shall,  if  I  can  prevent  it,  again 
be  peraecnted  as  yoa  have  been.  I  am  shocked  at  such  laxi^ 
and  I  shndder  at  the  power  wielded  by  Marcus  Oalvius  Oris- 
pinilluB,  and  at  hia  misuse  of  it.  I  can  find  no  trace  of  any 
reasonable  motive;  he  senna  to  have  slandered  you  from 
mere  whim  or  the  mere  love  of  caosing  miseiy,  or  some  spite 
or  perhaps  to  increase  the  impression  of  his  own  importance. 

"STow  there  looms  before  me  the  duty  of  seeing  you  restored 
to  your  rights,  as  to  both  rank  and  property. 

"In  respect  to  your  standing  as  a  Soman  nobleman  there 
has  been,  ie  and  will  be  no  difficulty.  I  have  bad  everything 
•ttmded  to  and  all  necessary  formalities  have  been  gone 
ifarongfa,  all  official,  public  records  made.  You  are  a  Boman 
nobleman  in  good  standing  with  every  ri^t  which  your  birth 
aasured  yon. 

"As  to  your  proper^  matters  are  not  so  simple.  I  find 
that  yoa  will  be  very  wealthy,  anyhow,  as  the  heir  of  one- 
fourth  of  the  estate  of  yoar  late  master,  Pompeianus  Falco, 
and  also  as  inheritor  of  his  marvelloua  collection  of  gems  and 
curios,  therefore,  even  without  anything  of  your  confiscated 
property,  you  will  be  affiuent 

"But  that  does  not  absolve  me  from  the  ivAj  of  seeing 
justice  done  you ;  of  putting  yoa  lb  possession  of  your  house 
here  in  Borne  and  of  your  estates  in  Sabinom,  and  in  Biiit- 
Uxaa.    I  find  that  aU  these  were  held  by  the  fitcut  ontil 
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after  the  death  of  Oleander.  Owing  to  the  destroetion  of  a 
large  part  of  tiie  Fklace  recorda  in  the  great  fire  I  caimofc 
DuOce  sure  vbether  what  I  am  told  ia  true.  I  am  told  thai 
yonr  town  bonse  and  conntrf  estateB  were  granted  by  tlM 
fiecta,  nnder  proper  seal,  OBtensibl;  by  the  command  of  Com- 
modae,  to  the  present  owner.  That  preeeot  owner  is  in 
poBBesaion  of  the  official  transfer  deeda  and  they  are  proper^ 
made  ont  Yet  neither  from  ibe  preaoit  owner  nor  from 
the  deeds  can  it  be  aaoertained  which  Prefect  of  tbe  Palace 
anthoriied  the  transfer.  Between  Oleander  and  Aemilina 
Letna,  Commodos  had  thirty  differ^  Prefects  of  the  Fklac^ 
most  of  them  for  rery  bri*^  terms,  one  for  less  thui  a  full 
day,  for  he  was  appointed  after  noon  tme  day  and  pot  to 
death  before  no<m  of  the  day  following.  To  a  certain^,  I 
cannot  ever  get  legal  proof  that  tbe  grant  was  gotten  bj 
bribery  or  was  in  any  way  illegal. 

'"nierefore  I  cannot  command  the  present  holder  to  retoni 
jour  fomer  property  to  the  fiaau.  in  order  that  the  fitcM 
may  turn  it  over  to  yon.  Nor  is  there  any  precedent  for  one 
Prince  reroldng  a  grant  made  nnder  a  predecessor.  Nor 
is  there  anything  in  onr  law  or  customs  enabling  me  to  bid 
the  present  holder  to  sell  back  to  the  fitotu  your  entire  former 
property,  even  at  a  high  Taloation. 

"MoreoTer  I  do  not  feel  that  I  on^t,  nnlees  I  muB^  take 
from  the  treastuy  the  cash  necessary  to  repnrchaee  your  boose 
and  estates,  so  as  to  be  able  to  restore  yon  to  foil  possession 
of  them;  or  to  hand  yon  a  snm  in  cash  eoffident  to  recom- 
pense yos  for  the  confiscation  of  yonr  heritage. 

"Tet,  whatever  straita  the  treasury  may  be  in,  I  pledge 
yoo  my  word  that,  if  you  cannot  recoTW  full  possession  of 
your  estates  in  any  ottier  way,  I  shall  compel  the  present 
holder  to  release  them  to  the  fisata  and  shall  order  the  fitau 
to  restore  them  to  you,  I,  ont  of  our  deleted  treasury,  paying 
ttie  present  holder,  but  I  do  not  want  to  resort  to  this  nnleai 
•U  other  means  fail 

'doping  that  the  matter  may  be  adjusted  in  another  way» 
easier  for  all  three  of  us,  I  have  arranged  to  have  the 
t  holder  of  your  former  estates  here  in  the  Palace 
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Vim  this  interrinr  betweok  jea  and  ma  tonripatee,  I  ■hiU 
IwTe  you  escorted  to  «  room  viiwe  you  will  find  awaitLng 
you  the  prennt  holder  of  youi  tormex  estatefl.  If  yon  two 
eansot  come  to  some  agreement  by  wbidt,  with  foil  satistao- 
tion  to  both  of  yoa,  yon  become  a£;ain  poasOHed  of  your 
patrinumy,  I  shall  then  take  the  measoiw  to  which  I  han 
jdedged  myself. 

"To  that  end  I  have  girat  ondtn  that,  if  yon  fonnaUy 
make  request  for  a  aecqnd  private  aadiesoo  with  me,  yon  sbaU 
hare  it,  although  I  mast  Inre  Borne  foi  the  East  within  sight 
days  and  cannot  despatch  the  imperatiTe  bnainesa  ownitiiig 
me,  eren  if  I  ooold  go  without  food,  net  or  sleep.  I  mean 
iriiat  I  aay,  yon  are  to  ask  for  a  second  audience  if  yon 
leally  want  one  and  if  yon  ask  for  one  yon  shall  have  it  Bat 
do  not  ask  tor  it  mUess  yon  must. 

"And  now,  ia  there  anything  else  yon  desire  to  say,  or  to 
mqoest  or  any  query  yon  wish  to  put  to  wu?  U  so,  I  anthor* 
in  and  oonunand  yon  to  Bpeak."* 

Choking,  I  muttered  that  I  bad  notiuog  further  to  s^. 

**In  that  case,"  said  the  Emperor,  standing  up,  "this  inter* 
Tiew  is  at  an  end.  Yon  abaU  be  oondncted  to  your  conference 
with  the  i»«5eot  owner  of  your  former  estates,  which  I  hope 
may  turn  out  to  your  fall  satisfaotion." 

And  he  dapped  bis  bands  for  a  page; 

The  page  conducted  me  throu^  endless  corridors,  twist- 
ing and  turning.  During  that  brief  interval  I  did  a  great 
deal  of  vety  eoofused  tiiinking.  I  was  dazed  and  pnzzled. 
I  bad  realised  as  he  ended  his  barangne  that  it  would  have 
been  ridiculous  to  aA  that  man  to  change  his  mind  or  even 
modify  a  decision.  He  was  not  that  sort  of  Emperor.  Yet 
he  had  pledged  himself  to  restore  to  me  my  eatfttoB  or  reoonip 
pense  me  in  cash.  I  felt  that  he  meant  it;  yet  I  knew  that 
he  would  never  have  uttered  that  pledge  if  he  bad  fdt  that 
there  was  the  remotest  chance  of  his  ever  being  called  on  to 
fulfill  it.  He  was  too  persimomous  to  promise  such  generosi^ 
imlees  absolutely  certain  that  the  occasion  for  it  would  never 
confront  him.  Yet  how  could  he  escape  it  and  why  did  be 
feel  so  sure?    How  could  any  beneficiary  from  each  a  grant 
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of  conflactted  property  be  induced  to  diagorgt  except  bf 
Imperial  order  and  that  with  fnll  compensatioii  ?  Why  had 
Serenu  bo  sednloiisly,  yet  bo  obrioiisly,  avoided  Tiaming  Ota 
preaent  holder  of  my  former  proper^?  The  Emperor  waa 
an  austere  man,  Bteni  1^  habit,  almost  grim  by  natnre,  cer- 
tainly Berions.  He  had  spoken  seriously.  Yet  I  sensed  a 
jest  somewhere  in  the  backgronnd  of  his  thongfatB.  I  almost 
believed  I  had  caught  fiie  glint  of  a  twinkle  in  his  hard,  gray 
eyes.    Conld  I  be  wrong?    Coold  I  be  right? 

It  seemed  like  a  jest  to  send  me  to  an  interriew  with  a 
beneficiary  of  a  grant  of  confiscated  property,  enriched 
thereby,  and  to  imply,  even  to  suggest,  that  he  mig^t  be 
indnced  to  restore  to  me  his  acquisitions,  without  pieesni^ 
merely  by  amicable  conreres.  I  conjured  up  before  nke  the 
probable  appearance  of  the  man  I  was  to  meet;  peihapa  groaa 
and  greedy  like  Satronins  Satro,  perhaps  dwar&h  and  mean 
like  Vedios  Vedianns,  probably  like  anyone  of  iiie  arariciouB 
magnates,  associated  with  Pullanius,  whom  I  had  met  while 
impersonating  Salaonins  Saljnator. 

I  resented  the  poesibility  of  an  Imperial  jest  I  was  more 
and  more  dazed  and  puzzled  the  nearer  I  approached  the  In- 
evitable interview  and  the  nearer  I  approached  it  the  more 
fntile  and  hopeless  it  seemed  and  the  more  despond^t  I  grew. 

The  page  paused  at  a  door,  opened  it,  waved  me  in  and 
■hut  it 

I  was  in  a  small  parlor,  and  there  waa  no  other  nun  in 
it;  I  saw  only  one  seated  hnman  figure,  a  womafl,  a  lady, 
a  graceful  young  woman,  a  charming  yonng  woman. 

Then,  suddenly,  I  saw  through  it  idL 

My  troubles  vrere  indaed  at  an  end. 

Z  recognized  Vedial 
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I  DO  not  think  it  naaenaij  to  dsMTibe  in  d«tiil  017  nuu^ 
riige  to  Vedia,  nor  our  dianen  at  NemeBtnHiia'i,  at 
Tauno%  at  S^ontiiu  A1ido*8;  nor  tlie  dinners  -we  gare  at 
D17  old  home,  aft«r  it  bad  been  fitted  up  to  our  liking,  all 
trace  of  ita  occupancy  b;  tenants  effaced  and  ve  had  nttled 
titere. 

Why  tell  at  length  of  mj  mannmiaaion  of  Agathemer,  of 
my  endowment  of  him  with  a  goodly  share  of  n^  beritaga 
from  poor  Faico,  or  of  bis  diapodtioQ  of  Falco's  genu  ai^ 
bis  rapid  acquisition  of  nat  weaHb  and  of  his  continued 
proeperity? 

When  m;  misfortunea  began  Nenieatronia  was  past  her 
ug^^-foortti  birthday.  After  my  rehabilitation  Yedia  and 
I  helped  at  the  celebration  of  her  ninety-fifth,  and  of  three 
more. 

Nemeatroma  lived  almost  to  her  hundredth  birthday,  in 
fall  pooDcmrion  of  her  faculties  and,  until  near  the  end,  in 
mairellonBly  good  health.  She  is  still  remembered  as  hav- 
ing been  the  oldest  noble  matron  ever  known  in  Borne. 

LiIm  her,  Cbrygeros  Fbilargyms,  thon^  long  past  tha 
Qsnal  term  of  hnman  life  when  my  disasters  overtook  na, 
sorriTed  my  nine  winters  of  adventnres  and  lived  to  greet  me 
as  a  son  rearisen  from  &e  dead,  in  the  tenth  aiunmer  after 
be  had  sped  me  on  my  way  in  the  midnight  woods  from  Duo- 
conios  Furfur's  land. 

Enough  to  say  that  Vedia  and  I,  from  a  second'floor  bal- 
cony, watched  pass  the  triumphal  procession  of  our  great 
Prince  of  the  Republic,  Septimins  Sevenu,  when  he  retarned 
victorious  over  both  his  rivals  and  reentered  Borne,  indubi- 
tably master  of  the  world. 

Aa  to  my  later  life  I  cannot  forbear  remariring  that  I  ^ 
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the  only  msn  with  pierced  ean  who  ever  mingled  as  aa  eqnal 
with  the  bathers  in  the  Baths  of  Titae,  the  onl;  man,  oer- 
tainly,  with  a  brand  mark  on  his  sboolder  and  ecooige-acais 
on  his  back  who  ever  hsbitnally  frequented  that  most  mtg- 
nificent  of  our  fashionable  pleasure-resorts.  iij  brand- 
marks  and  sconrge-scara  h&re  not  diminished  my  enjoyment 
of  life  except  that  they  frequently  give  bores  a  pretext  for 
inflating  on  n^  Barroting  my  sdvcntareB. 

Of  oonrse,  as  in  my  dty  mansion,  eo  also  at  Villa  Andivia, 
I  hare  had  constrocted  and  oonaocnttd  a  handsome  print* 
ohapd  to  M«cary. 


NOTES  TO  ANDIVnTS  HEDIJLIO 

A.    THE  BOMAN  ADMINISTRATIVE  SYSTEM 

FLOltf  tiie  expulsion  of  the  EicgB,  the  people  of  Borne, 
aeaembled  in  their  voting-field  outside  their  citf,  each 
year  elected  the  magiBtrates  for  the  year :  others,  and  eepe- 
cially  qiUMtors,  answering  to  our  army-paymaster  and  ciutom- 
house  collectors;  prstora  (judges,  generals  and  govemora 
of  provinces),  and  two  conauls,  acting  as  chief-magistrates 
and  generals^in-chief.  A  man  was  generally  first  qoKstor, 
later  pnetor  and  finally  consnl,  otisa.  holding  other  inter^ 
mediary  offices. 

Ez-officials,  who  had  held  the  more  important  offices  of 
the  Bepublic,  became  by  immemorial  cnstom  life-membere 
of  the  Senate,  which  was  never  an  elective,  always  a  selec- 
tive body,  without  legal  authority  but  with  great  influence. 
As  the  Bepublic's  Empire  spread  the  Senate  was  lees  and 
less  able  to  control  provincial  governors,  until  such  self- 
confident  geniuses  as  Snlla,  Gfeear  and  Augustus  became  able 
to  control  it.  The  Boman  Republic  was  never  abolished,  and 
did  not  die  till  the  Turks  captured  Constantinople  in  14S3. 
It  conquered  a  great  Empire  and  when  its  Senate  could  no 
longer  control  the  magistrates  who  managed  that  Empire, 
its  soldiers  who,  by  conquering  and  holding  provinces  to 
pay  tazes  maintained  the  Empire  and  the  Bepuhlicj  wearied 
of  the  incompetence  of  the  Semite's  appointees,  of  the  squab- 
bles  and  strife  of  their  leadras,  cbcee  by  acclamation  one 
commander  whom  they  loved  and  trusted.  The  Soiate, 
at  his  mercy,  legalized  bis  sovereign^  by  conferring  on  him 
for  life  the  powers  of  a  Tribune,  an  official  who  could  initiate 
nothing,  but  had  th«  legal  power  to  fwhid  anything  and 
flTfliything. 
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The  8«iiAto  ocmtinaed  to  adminuter  those  iKorlncee 
reckoned  safe  from  inTadoii  or  insurrection;  tlnyB  two 
governed  by  ez-conenla  and  about  tea  governed  each  by  an 
ex*i»Ktor.  It  continued  to  dispoee  at  the  funds  derived 
frton  their  taxes  and  to  recruit  itself  from  ex-magietratea 
and  to  retain  much  of  ita  infinence,  dignity  and  importance. 

The  outer  proTinces  and  those  prone  to  tnrbnleDce  were 
gOTemed  not  by  ex-conenla  and  ex-prstors  acting  in  the 
name  of  the  Senate,  but  each  by  a  depaty  of  the  Emperor, 
ftyled  propnetor,  pneses,  or  procurator.  These  were  called 
imperial  provinces.  The  nugietratee  of  the  senatorial  prov- 
inces were,  under  the  Empire,  no  longer  elected  by  the  people 
but  appointd  by  the  Senate,  with  or  witbont  an  indication 
of  the  EmperopB  wishes. 

The  Bomans  never  devised  any  method  of  choosing  a  tia.^ 
magistrate  other  than  acclamation  by  an  army  and  confirma- 
tion by  the  Senate,  creating  an  Emperor.  If  two  commanders 
at  about  the  same  time  wore  separately  saluted  '^mperator," 
aa  were  Septimius  Sevems  and  Feecennius  Niger,  there  TCS 
no  method  of  adjudicating  their  conflicting  claims  except 
I7  Civil  War  and  the  survival  of  one  Imperator  only. 

B.    THE  FISCTJS 

From  this  word  comes  our  "confiscate,"  "to  turn  totally 
into  the  Fiscns."  A  fiscus  was  a  large  basket;  such  as  were 
used  by  all  Roman  financial  concerns  to  contain  live  vouchera. 
The  flscus  was  the  organization  managing  the  public  prop- 
erty, income  and  expenditures  of  the  Boman  Emperor.  It 
controlled  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  of  all  the  imperial  prov- 
inces and  of  the  domains,  mines,  quarries,  fisheries,  factories, 
town  property  and  whate^r  else  the  fiscus  held  for  the 
Emptors,  impersonally.  It  gathered  in  all  moneys  and 
pOBtceeions  forfeited  for  suicide,  crime  or  treason. 

C.    THE  BOUAN  CALENDAB 

All  primitive  calendars  wait  by  the  moon.  Moon  and 
month  are  the  same  word  in  Engli^    No  more  than  Hengisk 
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and  Horn  could  the  earlj  Bomons  have  conceiTed  of  a 
znontb  not  beguming  vith  the  da;  of  the  new  moonj  as  all 
mon^  begin  yet  in  the  Jewish  and  Mohammedan  caloi- 
dars. 

The  first  day  of  each  month  the  Bomans  called  its  Ealenda 
{annooncement  day).  After  that  day  they  called  each  day 
so  many  before  the  Ifonea  (half  moon),  then  bo  many  before 
the  Idea  (full  moon),  then  w  many  to  the  Kalends  of  the 
next  month.  Julius  Cnsar,  impatient  with  the  diSBcnltiea 
of  fitting  together  the  solar  and  lunar  calendars,  bade  his 
experts  ignore  the  moon  and  divide  the  solar  year  into 
twelve  months.  They  did,  and  his  calendar,  with  trifling 
improrements,  has  lasted  till  oar  days.  The  Bomans  con- 
tinned  to  reckon  days  before  the  Nones,  Ides  and  Kalends, 
The  Nones  fell  on  the  serenth  of  March,  May,  July  and  Octo- 
ber, on  the  fifth  of  the  other  montjis;  Uie  Ides  on  the 
fifteenth  of  March,  May,  July  and  October  and  on  Uie 
thirteenth  of  the  rest. 

D.    THE  LEGION 

The  I^on,  always  the  largest  fighting  unit  of  the  Soman 
armies,  corresponded  most  nearly  to  our  regiment,  but  bad 
also  features  of  our  brigade.  It  was  always  rostered  as  of 
fi,000  men,  all  told.  But  the  causes  which  operate  in  all 
armies  brought  it  about  that  a  legion  in  the  field  had 
usually  about  5,000  men.  It  was  divided  into  sixty  bodies 
resembling  our  companies,  called  centuries^  became  nominally 
of  100  men,  each  commanded  by  a  centurion.  The  Boman 
army  never,  like  ours,  had  tiering  grades  of  ofScers ;  it  always, 
theoretically,  consisted  of  soldiers,  centurions  and  the  com- 
mander: other  officers  were  additional  and  special.  Each 
centurion  chose  from  among  bis  men  an  oplio,  to  assist  him 
and  to  take  his  place  if  killed.  These  opUoneg  corresponded 
most  nearly  to  onr  corporals,  but  their  duties  and  authority 
were  always  very  vagne.  The  centurions  corresponded  to 
onr  sergeants,  in  that  they  were  picked  men  from  the  ranks, 
bnt  they  had  all  the  duties  and  powers  of  our  Ueutenaata 
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and,  Bome  of  then,  of  vmA  higher  officers.  Three  oea> 
tnries  cade  up  k  nuuii^e,  more  or  less  like  one  of  Our  brt* 
talioDs,  each  commaBded  hy  ite  senior  centurion.  Tiro 
manipleB  made  ap  a  cohort,  also  commanded  b;  its  smior 
centurioQ,  and  the  ten  oentnriom  eonnnanding  cohort!  irere 
tile  actngi  ofiBcers  of  the  legitm,  its  head  centurion  an  offion 
of  gnat  importance. 

Tnte,  a  tribwuus  mCUtvm  (trihnne  of  the  eoldiera)  mm 
attached  to  each  cohort;  bat  be  did  more  adrising  than  ccso- 
mandin^,  tilonji^,  in  fbeot;,  he  represented  the  general.  Th« 
tribonee  answered  to  our  captains.  Tinder  the  Empire  eadi 
k^on  Vie  commanded  by  a  tegatM,  who  also  repreeented  tb« 
general  in  his  absence.  3adi  an  c^cw  corresponded  mort 
nearly  to  oor  colonel,  bat  had  man;  of  the  charsct^istica  of 
a  brigadier-general. 

E.    "Ubi  tu  CaiiU,  ego  Caia." 

These  words,  never  varied  whatever  the  names  of  the 
bride  and  groom,  were  the  kernel  of  the  Boman  wedding  ritual 
and  after  their  utterance  the  bride  vaa  a  wife.  They  corr»- 
spend  to  the  *1  do"  and  "love,  honor  and  obey"  of  our  cns- 
tomary  marriage  formnlas.  As  Cains  and  Caia  were  fiur 
and  away  the  most  frequent  names  among  the  Bomana  tiie 
phrase  might  be  rendered :    "Where  you  are  Jack,  Vm  JilL** 

No  English  vrords  convey  precisely  the  mingling  of 
banter,  and  earnestness,  of  ardmees,  devotion,  shyness  and 
fervor  implied  in  the  Latin  words  as  ottered  by  Vedia. 

P.    OPTIONES 

Private  soldiers  chosen  by  their  caitniions  as  informal  ••- 
aistant-centurions;  to  take  their  superior'B  place  if  he  fell 
in  battle,  or  was  disabled  or  ill,  and  to  asBist  him  with  hia 
routine  duties.  Th^  correspond  more  or  less  to  the  cot> 
porals  of  modem  armies.     (See  also  Note  D.) 
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O.    SPINA 

The  Btone  mil,  platform,  or  long  nxrrow  stractare  down 
the  middle  of  the  arena  of  a  Boman  circus,  dinding  its  rac&- 
oonne  into  half  lape.  Along  it  the  teams  tore  st  tap  speed, 
for  the  ^ort  tarns  about  its  rounded  ends  their  driverB 
reined  them  in.  The  spina  ms  about  660  feet  long.  It 
Taried  from  a  low  wall  to  a  gorgeous  and  complicated  series 
<rf  structuiee. 

H.    EE0A8TTTLUM 

A  hard-labor  prison,  whether  belonging  to  a  private  per- 
son, company  or  municipality,  usually  below  ground-leTel, 
for  criminal,  dangwons,  onmanageable  or  runaway  slaTes. 


J.    COMMODUS  AS  AK  ATHLETE 

Even  more  than  Babe  Both  at  baseball  Commodus  was  a 
vender  at  beast-MlIing  in  the  amphitheater.  Dio  Csasius, 
1^,  being  a  senator,  looked  on  from  a  front  sea^  aays 
(LXXII,  18.)  that  he  killed  a  hundred  bears  in  one  day. 
Herodian,  who  grew  up  with  men  who  had  known  Commodus 
and  had  been  spectators  of  bis  prowess,  says  (I ;  Ifi ;  3,  4,  S, 
6.)  that  when  he  speared  lions  and  leopards  no  one  saw  a  sec- 
ond javelin  cast  nor  any  wound  not  fatal,  that  he  sent  hie  dart 
at  will  throng  the  forehead  or  the  heart  of  an  animal  rushing 
at  top  speed  and  that  bis  missile  never  struck  any  part  of  a 
beast  except  so  as  both  to  wound  and  kill.  Hurling  his 
javdins  from  a  distance  he  killed  a  hundred  Uona  let  out  of 
the  crypts  of  the  Colossenm  with  precisely  Uie  same  number 
id  spear-casts,  no  dart  "lianiny  its  maiL 


